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“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of 

you shall come forth to Me the one to be ruler in Israel, whose goings forth are to be from of old, 

from everlasting” (Micah 5:2 NKJV). 

 Seven hundred years before Christ, Micah plainly, powerfully, and prophetically announced 

Bethlehem as the place of Christ’s birth. Actually, Micah’s prophecy contains more than the place, for 

therein he describes the Divine nature of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  Our approach in this article will 

be to examine the city of Bethlehem, exalt the deity of Christ, and exult in the providence of God, 

relative to the birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem. 

THE CITY 

 When Micah announced Bethlehem as the place of Jesus’ birth, he describes it as a little or 

insignificant city among the thousands of Judah. However, it was not without some notoriety. 

Bethlehem means “house of bread,” and Ephratah means “fruitful.” The city was located 5 miles south 

of Jerusalem in a fertile area which allowed for numerous crops to be grown (i.e. corn, figs, olive yards, 

and vineyards).  Bethlehem was well known as the hometown of King David (1 Sam. 16:4; 1 Sam. 17:12-

15); Boaz and Ruth settled in Bethlehem (Ruth 4:7-12); and Rachel, Jacob’s beloved wife, was buried 

there (Gen. 35:19; 48:7). Interestingly, King David longed for a drink out of the well at Bethlehem, 

prompting three of His mighty men to bust through the camp of the Philistines and return to David with 

the desired refreshment (2 Sam. 23:14-16). Moved by their loyalty, David refused to drink the water, but 

poured it out to the Lord. It is rather surprising that Bethlehem remained an insignificant city. It was 

positioned militarily (2 Sam. 23:14; 1 Chr. 11:6), agriculturally, and politically (being close to Jerusalem). 

All of these points line up for Bethlehem to be a great city – but it remained little or insignificant.   

THE MESSIAH 

Within the announcement of Bethlehem as the appointed city, we find the prophetic 

announcement of Jesus’ birth. Note of one Micah said “his goings forth are to be from old, from 

everlasting.”Who is this one of whom Micah spoke?  Without question Micah is setting forth the Deity of 

Jesus; no one else qualifies!  Starting with the last chapter of the New Testament and moving toward 

the first, a few Scriptural references help us to understand the fulfillment of Micah’s prophecy in the 

person of Jesus Christ.  

 Revelation 22:13 states, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First 

and the Last.”  There never was a time when Jesus did not exist. 

 1 Peter 1:20 declares, “He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was 

manifested in these last times for you who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from 

the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God” (cf. Eph. 1:4). God’s plan 

of the ages included, yea, was dependent upon Christ. 



 Colossians 1:16-17 reveals, “For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are 

on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All 

things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all, and in Him all things consist” 

(cf. John 1:1-3). The One born in Bethlehem was the Creator of all things, He is eternal and thus 

cannot be a part of His own work.  

 John 17:5 affirms, “And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I 

had with You before the world was.” (cf. v.24) Before Jesus was born in Bethlehem, he 

possessed a relationship of love and shared glory with the Father. AS his work on earth is 

coming to an end, Jesus longs for that Divine, Eternal relationship to be restored. 

PROVIDENTIAL ACTIVITY 

With Bethlehem as the birth place of Jesus, a problem still existed.  Joseph and Mary did not live in 

Bethlehem. With Nazareth as their hometown how is the prophecy of Micah to be fulfilled? An 

unlikely answer is found in Augustus Caesar, who decreed every person must return to their 

hometown, where a census was taken and taxes paid. While obeying this order of Caesar, Mary’s 

time was completed and Jesus was born (Luke 2:1-7). It all seems so simple, but Micah’s prophecy 

700 years before Jesus’ birth was minutely fulfilled.  While the skeptic balks and sneers, we who 

believe are strengthened by the powerful proof of predictive prophecy. 

 

 


