
 Free Bible Commentary on Deuteronomy 12 to Deuteronomy 29 
 
 
 
Introduction:  In his farewell teaching to Israel, Moses continues to give directions for living in Canaan, 
adding new regulations and reminding the people of laws already received.  They are to destroy pagan 
shrines and objects of worship and are to zealously avoid idolatry.  Moses gives directions for testing a 
prophet, for helping the poor, and for tithing.  He reviews the major annual religious festivals, gives 
directions for a future king and foretells the coming of a great prophet of God.   
 
 

Notes on Deuteronomy 12-19 
 
12:2 - destroy completely - Unless these things were eliminated, they would lead Israelites away from 
God.  If we were Israel and God were speaking with us in our city or town today, what things would he tell 
us to tear down, destroy, and dispose of?  What symbols of wickedness grieve God in our society?  What 
things are abominable to God? 
 
Note:  We are not authorized by God to go out and start trashing buildings or harming evil people.  In 
Israel the religious and civil government were combined in one, and for religious and moral reasons the 
leaders were authorized by law to take these actions.  In our case we are to use channels which are legal 
for us.  We have many avenues such as petitions, testifying at licensing commission hearings, boycotting, 
picketing, elections, contacting our elected officials, etc.  And our greatest weapon is prayer.  God will 
intervene when his pure-hearted people seriously ask him. 
 
12:4 - not worship...in their way - In pagan worship people often did their own thing in their own places and 
their worship degenerated into immorality, occultism and demonism. 
 
12:5 - place the LORD...will choose - God would direct the placement of his tabernacle and the people 
would worship there where the priests of God could insure that the worship would remain pure and 
acceptable to God. 
 
12:7 - rejoice - God's people should find joy in worshiping God and remembering his blessings on their 
lives. 
 
12:12 - rejoice - Our relationship with God is to be a joy, not a drudgery. 
 
12:13 - anywhere - Lest they drift into idolatrous practices. 
 
12:15 - slaughter...animals - People could kill meat a home if it were for food purposes only and not for 
religious sacrifice. 
 
12:17 - tithe - Moses refers here to the regular tithe (giving of a tenth) to God of all their produce and 
increase.  Although the tithe was devoted to God, the people ate part of the food as an act of worship and 
thanksgiving.  These meals had to be eaten at the tabernacle (tent of meeting).  An exception was made 
for the tithe for the poor which was given every third year. 
 
12:19 - not...neglect - The Levites devoted themselves entirely to God's service and depended on the 
tithes and offerings of the people for their living.  Supporting God's genuine workers in a financial way was 
an act of devotion to God. 
 
12:30 - inquiring - There are evils we should not even want to know about.  In our fallen natures all of us 
have some capacity to respond to the appeal of things evil, perverted and demonic.  But those urges may 
never be awakened in us and fanned into life if we avoid looking at and pondering such things. 
 
Today there is knowledge and there are materials easily available that people two generations ago would 
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seldom have encountered (web sites, pornographic magazines and videos demonstrating every kind of sin 
and perversion, information on Satanism, manuals on immorality).  The writer of these notes once met a 
preacher who was reading the "devil's bible" in order to be informed, but we may question whether it is 
safe or necessary to let that kind of messages go through one's mind.  Paul wrote, "In regard to evil be 
infants, but in your thinking be adults" 
- 1 Corinthians 14:20. 
 
As we grow as children of God, having his nature in us, we will more and more love what God loves and 
hate what God hates. 
 
13:2 - takes place - His power seems to confirm that he is from God.  Compare Deuteronomy 18:21, 22, 
where if the sign foretold does not take place, the prophet is recognized as false. 
 
Let us follow other gods - As soon as he begins teaching contrary to the fundamental truths of God, you 
know that this prophet is not from God.  Satan also can empower his prophets with deceiving signs and 
miracles - Matthew 24:24; 2 Thessalonians 2:8, 9. 
 
13:3 - testing you - Within controlled limits God lets Satan come near and suggest things to us to see if we 
will reject them or be appealed to by them.  If we let them, these can be times of exercise when we grow 
in the ability to reject evil.  No one ever becomes a seasoned servant of God without meeting tests and 
learning to overcome. 
 
13:5 - That false prophet must be put to death - Remember that the civil and religious authority were one 
in Israel.  In our system the church is separate from the state, and the church is not authorized to kill 
people, however wicked their teachings.  Our weapons are not worldly, but they are powerful: 
 

The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine 
power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up 
against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. - 2 
Corinthians 10:4-5 

 
The church today would deal with a false prophet by excommunication if he or she did not repent.  These 
teachings to Israel seem severe, but we must remember that false prophecy led people into sin and 
idolatry which destroyed them.  God had to eradicate false leaders who would prey on his people. 
 
Various tests given in scripture to recognize a false prophet: 
 
1. Does miraculous signs but counsel’s people to sin - Deuteronomy 13:1-3. 
2. Foretells the future but it does not happen - Deuteronomy 18:21, 22. 
3. Evil fruit in the life of the prophet and the lives of his followers - Matthew 7:15-20. 
4. Will not say, "Jesus is Lord" - 1 Corinthians 12:3. 
5. Will curse Jesus - 1 Corinthians 12:3. 
6. denies one or more fundamental truths of the faith - 1 John 4:2, 3; 2 John 17. 
7. Manipulates and coerces people - 2 Corinthians 3:17. 
 
purge...evil from among you - Compare 1 Corinthians 5:13 - "Expel the wicked man from among you."  
Extreme discipline is not something we should ever enjoy, but it is necessary if the church is to live and 
grow.  Notice the principles of discipline in this passage: 
 
13:8 - no pity - Whoever the offender may be, or however much you may love him or her, you are to 
proceed with discipline.  The welfare of the church and the gospel comes before personal feelings.  
Besides, the discipline may be the only thing that will bring the offender to repentance, and this it is 
designed to do if possible. 
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13:9 - all the people - To be effective, discipline must be applied by the whole church in unison.  If some 
take the side of the offender, the church may be split and destroyed and the offender encouraged not to 
humble himself and repent. 
 
13:11 - all...hear and be afraid - Compare Acts 5:11.  Discipline is designed to create saving fear and 
reverence.  People today debate about whether capital punishment is a deterrent.  God says it is. 
 
13:14 - investigate...thoroughly - God does not want lynch mob mentality among his people, but quietness, 
sobriety and self-discipline.  Without care, innocent people can be condemned. 
 
13:15 - put [all] to the sword - This assumes that all the people have followed the evil counsel of the 
wicked leaders. 
 
13:16 - never...be rebuilt - This is severe, but it is to teach a lesson of survival.  Idolatry destroys people 
and the nation. 
 
14:1 - cut yourselves...shave...heads - Pagans did these things after a death to appease the spirits of the 
dead.  God's people are to serve only God, not occult spirits.  God's holy people are not to behave like 
outsiders.  We are different and must accept that.  We do not take our moral and spiritual standards from 
the world. 
 
14:22 - each year - The main tithe was given annually when the harvest came in and the new animals 
were counted. 
 
14:23 - learn to revere [NASB:  learn to fear] - Giving and tithing are closely connected with fearing God 
(taking him seriously). 
 
14:28 - every three years - This tithe was reserved for helping the local poor and God's workers in one's 
own home area. 
 
15:1 - cancel debts - Every seventh year was a Sabbath year.  The canceling of debts in the seventh year 
reminds us of the returning of property and the freeing of slaves in the 50th year, the year of Jubilee, 
Leviticus 25. 
 
15:7 - do not be hardhearted...toward the poor - God is their guardian. 
 
15:8 - freely lend - We are not to be afraid to help, because God provides what we need. 
 
15:9 - appeal to the LORD - God hears the cries of poor people who are mistreated - compare James 5:4. 
 
15:10 - without a grudging heart - When you become willing to give to the needy or to God’s work, you 
have grown.  But when you learn to give cheerfully, not grudgingly, you have reached still another level of 
growth.  Paul probably had these verses in mind when he wrote 2 Corinthians 9:7. 
 
15:11 - always...poor people - Compare Jesus' words, "The poor you will always have with you..." - 
Matthew 26:11. 
 
15:12 - let him go free - Slaves were not only freed in the year of Jubilee, but also in the seventh year. 
 
15:14 - Give...as the LORD has blessed you - God blesses us so we can bless others.  We are to give as 
we have received - compare Matthew 10:8; 1 Corinthians 16:1, 2.  When someone is in need, it is our 
opportunity to be like God who blesses and helps people. 
 
15:15 - Remember...you were slaves - God's people are not to think just of themselves and what they 
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want, but are to put themselves in the place of others and try to understand their needs.  Compare 
Matthew 7:12, the "golden rule." 
 
16:1 - Passover - In this chapter Moses reviews the three principal festivals the Israelites are to celebrate 
before God each year.  Passover is the first. 
 
16:3 - bread of affliction - The people, in their haste to escape from Egypt, had no time to let bread rise.  It 
is good to look back and remember our times of trouble so we will appreciate how God has delivered us. 
 
you may remember - Memorials are valuable and help us to hold on to the things that should set the 
direction for our life. 
 
16:9 - seven weeks - The Feast of Weeks, also known as Pentecost, was the second great festival each 
year. 
 
16:10 - in proportion - Compare 1 Corinthians 16:2 - "in keeping with his income."  In both Old and New 
Testament proportionate giving is taught.  Tithing is a form of proportionate giving. 
 
16:13 - Tabernacles or Booths was the third great feast. 
 
16:16 - place - Wherever God led them at the time to set up the tabernacle or tent of meeting.  Later, 
when the temple replaced the portable tabernacle, the temple became the place. 
 
No man...empty-handed - they were to honor God in substance, not just in words and form. 
 
16:17 - in proportion - NASB adds, "as he is able."  No one is truly serving God who does not give as he is 
able, based on what God has done for him. 
 
16:19 - Do not pervert justice...accept a bribe - Corruption oppresses people, takes away justice and 
destroys a nation eventually. 
 
16:20 - possess the land - Injustice and corruption would cause them to lose the land.  So also today. 
 
16:21, 22 - Asherah pole...sacred stone - The Canaanites had a chief god named Baal or El, and his 
female counterpart was Asherah.  Baal was often represented at the shrines as a stone pillar (a phallic 
symbol)? and Asherah as a carved wooden pole. 
 
17:4 - investigate...thoroughly - What do we do today if we hear a report of evil against someone?  See 
Matthew 7:12; 18:15.  God wants due process, not vigilante or lynch mob justice.  If people are not 
protected by due process, it is easy for someone to falsely accuse his enemy and get him killed. 
 
17:6 - two or three witnesses were required in a capital case, part of God's protection against miscarriage 
of justice. 
 
17:7 - hands of witnesses...first - Compare John 8:7.  This was another protection.  A person might be 
slower about accusing another falsely if he knew that he would have to lead in the execution. 
 
17:12 - contempt - The authority of courts must be protected if there is to be any order or justice. 
 
17:13 - hear and be afraid - The death penalty does deter crime, especially if the sentence is carried out 
soon after the crime. 
 
17:14 - king - Although God was their real king and preferred for the people to depend on his leadership (1 
Samuel 8), God knew that the nation would evolve to the point where it would want an earthly king. 
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17:16 - numbers of horses - He was not to depend on military strength but on God. 
 
17:17 - many wives - Polygamy was permitted by God in the Old Testament but was to be practiced in 
moderation.  Solomon married many pagan women and they turned his heart away from God. 
 
17:19 - read it - So that he will fear God and rule for the good of the people, not for his own selfish 
purposes. 
 
17:20 - consider himself better - Pride and arrogance are a leading cause of downfall among leaders, and 
the source of many evil acts and of oppression.  This is even more true when the ruler is answerable and 
accountable to no one. 
 
18:9 - detestable ways - All idolatrous and occult practices are abominable to God. 
 
18:10, 11 - sorcery - Characteristically those who practice divination, sorcery, witchcraft and consult the 
dead do so to get money or power and to manipulate people and selfishly control them.  That is the very 
spirit of witchcraft. 
 
18:12 - detestable to the LORD - This is still true.  One example today is music groups that glorify the 
occult, drug abuse, sexual sin and perversion. 
 
18:14 - The nations...listen to sorcerers but God's people are to listen only to God, as far as the 
supernatural is concerned - see Isaiah 8:19. 
 
18:15,18 - raise up...a prophet like me - This may have partial fulfillment in other leaders such as Joshua 
who succeeded Moses, but its greatest fulfillment is in the Christ - see John 1:21,25;  Acts 3:22-26. 
 
18:22 - does not take place - He is a lying prophet - compare 13:1-5. 
 
Do not be afraid - Some religious leaders claim to be relaying instructions from God and people are often 
afraid not obey them for fear of disobeying God.  Thus these leaders manipulate people through fear.  But 
God commanded Christians to test prophets - 1 John 4:1-3; 1 Thessalonians 5:19-21. 
 
19:8 - If - The promises of large territory in Canaan across the Jordan were conditional upon the 
faithfulness of the people, as many of God's promises were. 
 
19:14 - move...boundary stone - To include part of another person's property inside your own -- a form of 
stealing.  God wanted the original family inheritances in Canaan to remain intact. 
 
19:15 - two or three witnesses - A principle often repeated in the New Testament - Matthew 18:16; 2 
Corinthians 13:1; 1 Timothy 5:19. 
 
19:19 - do to him as he intended - Very simple justice that everyone can understand.  This would be an 
excellent principle for governments today. 
 
19:21 - Show no pity - When justice becomes slack, the whole nation is undermined morally and 
destroyed. 
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