
Notes on Deuteronomy 1-3 
 
The name "Deuteronomy" means "Second Law."  The name comes from the fact that in this book Moses 
repeats the Ten Commandments and many other laws of God, reminding the people in hope that they will 
be faithful to God after entering Canaan.  The book was written by Moses except for chapter 34, the 
account of Moses' death, which was probably written by Joshua or Eleazar. 
 
Moses is about to die and this book contains his farewell to Israel.  Here we see into the heart of Moses.  
In chapters 1-3 Moses recounts what God has done with Israel beginning with the exodus from Egypt. 
 
1:3 - fortieth year - It had been forty years since Israel left Mount Sinai.  They had wandered forty years 
because of their unbelief at the first attempt to enter Canaan.  Moses was 40 when he fled Egypt after 
killing the Egyptian, 80 when God sent him to Egypt to confront Pharaoh, and 120 at his death. 
 
1:6 - Horeb - Another name for Mount Sinai, where God gave the law to the people and entered into 
covenant with them. 
 
1:15 - appointed them to have authority - Moses reminds the people of how the judges at various levels 
got their authority.  This will help the people continue to respect these leaders. 
 
1:19 - Kadesh Barnea - Where Israel was poised the first time to enter Canaan. 
 
1:26 - unwilling to go up - Did not have faith that God would help you conquer the land. 
 
2:4 - Seir - A synonym for Edom, the land of the descendants of Esau, Jacob's brother.   
 
2:7 - have not lacked anything - Though the people wandered in the desert because of the sentence of 
God, he cared for them lovingly. 
 
2:9 - Moabites - Kinsmen of Israel because they were descendants of Lot, Abraham's nephew. 
 
2:19 - Ammonites - Also kin to Israel through Lot, their forefather. 
 
2:30 - made his spirit stubborn - Just as God had hardened the heart of Pharaoh in Egypt 40 years 
before. Those who deserved to be destroyed were set up for destruction. 
 
2:34 - no survivors - At this point the Israelites were obeying God's command to clean out the Canaanites 
completely so they would not entice Israel into idolatry. 
 
2:36 - not one town was too strong for us - Moses wants the people to remember this when they go to 
conquer the West Bank towns.  They are not to be afraid as their fathers were 40 years earlier. 
 
3:5 - high walls - Moses is saying, "See, we did it by God's help!  You don't need to worry about the 
strong cities in Canaan." 
 
3:11 - thirteen feet - NASB:  nine cubits.  A cubit was the distance from the elbow to the tip of the fingers, 
about 18 inches.  There were giants in the land, but God was stronger. 
 
3:18 - men...must cross over as you promised.  You must not leave your brothers to fight alone in 
conquering the main part of Canaan across the Jordan. 
 
3:21 - You have seen...all the LORD...has done - Past experiences of the Lord's help make us more 
confident as we face today's problems. 
 
3:25 - Let me go over - Moses had worked for long years to bring Israel to the border of Canaan and 
longed to be part of it when the people crossed over.  But God remained firm.  Moses had given up his 
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right to enter Canaan when he failed to honor God at Meribah/Kadesh where water came from the rock. 
 
3:27 - Go up...look at the land - God was kind enough to let Moses see the land from a distance. 
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