
 Bible study on Deuteronomy 20 to Deuteronomy 27 
 
 
 
Introduction:  Moses continues his farewell teaching to Israel.  He gives directions for war, for dealing with 
cases of murder when the killer is unknown, for treatment of captive women married by Israelites, for 
dealing with rebellious children.  He teaches about duties to one's neighbor, about sexual morality, about 
who can enter the worship assembly, about respect for property, about divorce.  He regulates the 
treatment of debtors, Levirate marriages, public punishment, business practices, offerings of first fruits, 
tithing, and the cursings and blessings to be remembered at Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim. 
 
 

Notes on Deuteronomy 20-27 
 
 
20:4 - The LORD...goes with you - If God sent them to a battle, he would enable them to win it.  If they 
were not obedient to God but were doing their own thing, of course this promise would not apply. 
 
20:6 - go home - God's law exempted a person from military service if he had just built a new home, 
planted a vineyard, or was engaged to be married.  He was also exempt if newly married - Deuteronomy 
24:5.  Men were also exempt if they were afraid to go to battle.  Such men would only hinder their fellow 
soldiers if they displayed cowardice during combat.  For a long time our American government has also 
exempted certain people from military service:  Clergy, conscientious objectors, women, those under and 
over certain ages, those with health problems, etc. 
 
20:10 - offer of peace - This was not to be done for Canaanite cities, whose inhabitants were to be 
destroyed.  Moses is talking here about cities far away, not in Canaan - see verse 15. 
 
20:17 - completely destroy - Otherwise these pagans would lead Israel away from God and into the 
corruptions of idolatry. 
 
21:9 - guilt of shedding innocent blood - God's law made it plain that every murder had to be atoned for.  
Where the murderer was known, only the execution of the murderer would purge the blood-guilt from the 
land - Deuteronomy 19:11-13.  America must be bearing a huge load of blood-guiltiness today. 
 
21:11 - notice...a beautiful woman - Beginning here, God regulates some areas where human nature was 
liable to lead to abuses. 
 
21:13 - mourn...full month - God is sensitive to what is decent and proper.  It would have been very 
inappropriate for the man to take the woman immediately without giving her time to deal with what had 
happened. 
 
21:14 - not sell her as a slave - Even captives had rights and were protected by God. 
 
21:15 - has two wives - Polygamy was full of potential for favoritism and mistreatment. 
 
21:17 - double share - The customary birthright of the firstborn in Israel. 
 
21:18 - stubborn and rebellious son - This is about a son whom the parents have tried to correct but he 
does not respond. 
 
21:21 - stone him to death - It would be very hard for parents to hand over their son for execution, but in 
extreme cases it was the only way they and other people could be protected from his evil influence and his 
abuse. 
 
Purge the evil from among you - God realistically recognizes that wickedness is infectious and spreads.  It 
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can destroy families and even a whole nation.  Sometimes preserving one person guarantees the 
destruction of many.  God takes disrespect for parents very seriously because obedience to parents is the 
foundation of all order in society.  A person's character is formed at home as he or she learns to relate 
properly to parents and siblings.  How one relates to parents affects all other authority relationships.  Thus 
the importance of disciplining our children and bringing them into respectful submission while they are 
young and teachable.  But the discipline must be done rationally, consistently and in the context of 
genuine love or it will damage instead of helping the child. 
 
21:22 - hung on a tree - It seems that this was reserved for the most wicked crimes, so that the execution 
would be an example to all people. 
 
21:23 - under God's curse because of the extreme criminality of the case.  Jesus died hanging on a tree 
(cross).  Paul writes, "Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is 
written: 'Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree'" - Galatians 3:13.  He was sinless but took on himself 
the curse that belonged to us because of our sins.  The Romans wrote a charge above Jesus on the 
cross, but spiritually there were nailed there all the charges that had been against you and me for breaking 
God’s law – Colossians 2:13, 14. 
 
22:1 - your brother's ox or sheep - It is right for us to watch out for our neighbor and his interests in the 
same way we would want him to watch our for our interests. 
 
straying - There are still many parts of our country where a fence may be down and livestock wander onto 
highways.  This not only threatens loss of the stock, but also serious road accidents.  It is still an act of 
moral responsibility to go to the nearest farm or ranch house or to local authorities and report stock on the 
road. 
 
22:3 - donkey...cloak - With God it definitely is not "finders keepers," if we know or can find out who the 
owner is.  Even if we don't know the owner, we can make a report to those in charge of the premises or to 
the authorities.  When we find a lost item of value, we face a moral test. 
 
22:4 - fallen on the road - Presumably under its load.  Go to the aid of people when you pass by and see 
them in trouble.  This verse assumes that the person with the trouble is a brother Israelite and someone 
you would not have to fear.  Today the need to help someone whose vehicle is down might be balanced in 
some circumstances by the danger of stopping to help strangers.  But not to stop and help a woman with 
car trouble might expose her to danger from other travelers with dark motives.  Often these situations are 
a judgment call. 
 
22:5 - men's clothing...women's clothing - God created humans male and female and wants men to be 
men and women women.  Blurring of the distinction between sexes is something God detests.  Unisex 
styles are not from God.  Effeminacy is listed among serious moral sins - 1 Corinthians 6:9 NASB.  
However some of his music might appeal to some people, we should be disgusted by personalities like 
Michael Jackson and should protect our children from such influence.  Based on the principle taught in 
this verse, women should avoid any clothing or appearance which in our culture says "maleness," and 
men should avoid clothes and appearance that say "femaleness."  Two generations ago Christians were 
rightly concerned when a woman wore trousers, because at that time trousers were understood by our 
culture as a male thing.  Today, with trousers belonging to both sexes in the mind of our culture, the issue 
is no longer relevant.  But what are some ways in which people send confusing signals about gender 
today?  Is God any less offended by these things? 
 
22:8 - make a parapet - A railing or low fence.  In those days many houses were built with flat tops so 
people could use the rooftop like a deck and dry their produce in the sun or enjoy the breeze as a relief 
from the heat.  This verse teaches the principle that if we have a situation where there is a reasonable 
chance that someone might be injured, we are responsible to prevent the harm from occurring.  This 
principle certainly applies to drunk driving, driving a vehicle in dangerous condition, leaving dangerous 
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substances in reach of children, etc. 
 
22:14 - proof of her virginity - In Israelite culture, when a man married a young woman who had never 
been married before, he expected to find her a virgin.  In her first act of intercourse, the hymen would be 
ruptured and there would be some spotting of the bed sheet on the marital bed.  This served as proof of 
virginity. 
 
22:17 - here is proof - The father would thus clear the name of his daughter who had been falsely 
accused. 
 
22:19 - fine him - He is guilty of slander. 
 
not divorce her - He has taken away her virginity so that she is not as marriageable as before, and he has 
by marrying her promised to provide for her.  He cannot now throw her out just because he has stopped 
liking her. 
 
22:21 - promiscuous - Sex before marriage is sin according to God's moral law.  The technical, specific 
name for sex between unmarried people is "fornication," or in the newer translations, "immorality" or 
"sexual immorality" - 1 Corinthians 6:13-20; 1 Thessalonians 4:3, 4.   
 
22:22 - another man’s wife - The specific name for sex between persons one or both of whom belong to 
someone else in marriage is "adultery" - Leviticus 20:10; Matthew 5:27, 28; 19:9.  To see both types of 
sexual sin listed in one verse, read Hebrews 13:4.  Although many churches no longer teach plainly about 
these things, the sins are as serious as ever.   More than ever, in today=s immoral culture, God=s people 

need to know and buy into God=s standards about sexual conduct. 

 
22:23 - virgin pledged to be married - In Israel, betrothal was a part of marriage itself and the marriage 
vows had already been made, even though the wedding celebration had not yet occurred and the couple 
had not yet come together as husband and wife.  Therefore sex with someone else's betrothed was 
adultery and was a capital offense.  Note:  the way we practice engagement today, God does not count it 
as part of the marriage.  There is a clear understanding between the couple that they have not yet made 
binding vows and that each still has the right to change his/her mind. 
 
22:25 - rapes her - Forces her without her consent. 
 
22:27 - screamed...no one to rescue - She is not guilty because what was happening was beyond her 
control.  This bears on cases of rape and abuse today.  Often a rape victim does nothing to invite the 
crime.  Often a child does not know how to get help when sexual abuse is ongoing, or is terrified to report 
it because of threats by the abuser.  Sometimes people bear unreasonable loads of guilt for such 
experiences in their past. 
 
22:29 - pay - Because he has taken away her virginity and part of her marriageability in that culture.  He 
has also done damage to the father who could not now get a full bride price for the girl. 
 
never divorce her - Since she is not as marriageable as she was, he must assume responsibility for her.  
But in a similar case where a man seduces a virgin, Exodus 22:16, if the father did not want her to be 
married to the man, he could refuse to give her to him.  The man still had to pay the damages. 
 
22:30 - not marry...father's wife - When a Corinthian Christian took his father's wife, Paul commanded the 
church to put such a person out of the church - 1 Corinthians 5.  The sin of incest is becoming more and 
more common as our culture loses its moral foundations and is permeated with lust. 
 
23:1 - emasculated - Here Moses begins to list several types of people who cannot enter the worship 
assembly.  It is not that a person with such a physical defect cannot be accepted and blessed by God.  But 
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this physical standard is a picture of the holiness God requires of his people.   
 
23:2 - born of a forbidden marriage [NASB:  of illegitimate birth] - Again the issue is the ceremonial 
holiness of the assembly.  A person illegitimately born could certainly have a personal relationship with 
God.  An illegitimate child has no moral guilt because of the way it was born; it had no personal 
responsibility for what happened. 
 
23:3 - Ammonite...Moabite - Descendants of Lot.  These mistreated Israel when Israel was traveling to 
Canaan.  This does not mean that one of these people could not have a personal relationship with God or 
live in God's favor.  Ruth, great-grandmother of King David, was a Moabite woman who is shown in 
scripture as a model of godliness. 
 
23:7 - Edomite - Descendants of Esau, Jacob's brother, and therefore cousins of the Israelites. 
 
23:9 - keep away - If Israel's army wanted God to help them fight, they had to keep themselves from 
things offensive to God. 
 
23:13 - cover up - Long before science discovered the role of poor sanitation is the spread of disease, 
God knew, and provided a clean and orderly standard for his people. 
 
23:14 - not see...anything indecent - When God, perhaps in the person of one of his angels, moves about 
our homes, what does he see that is morally or spiritually offensive, or otherwise repugnant to God? 
 
23:15 - slave - This verse comforted and upheld people who sheltered runaway slaves at the time of the 
American Civil War.  The presumption in this verse is that the master was oppressing the slave. 
 
23:17 - shrine prostitute - In the pagan shrines the Canaanites often practiced sexual immorality as an act 
of worship.  Male and female prostitutes served at the shrines for this purpose.  Centuries later in Corinth, 
Greek women of the community were expected to serve their term as temple prostitutes. 
 
23:18 - earnings - There are some types of income that God doesn't want. 
 
male prostitute - The everyday Hebrew word for this was "dog" - compare Revelation 22:15.  The NASB 
translation has "dog" here. 
 
23:24 - may eat - With this kind of law God cared for the needy but also protected private property.  See 
also verse 25.  Jesus' disciples picked and ate grain from the fields by the path as they traveled. 
 
24:1 - something indecent - This is not very specific, and so Jewish scholars argued about how broad 
were the grounds of divorce under Moses' law.  In Jesus' time some rabbis argued that "something 
indecent" meant a sin of sexual immorality, in other words sexual unfaithfulness.  Others argued that the 
phrase could include much more than sexual immorality.  Since Jesus himself limited the grounds of 
divorce to sexual immorality (Matthew 19:9), and since he contrasted his standard with that of Moses 
(Matthew 19:8, 9; 5:31, 32), it seems clear that Moses allowed more causes for divorce than just sexual 
immorality.  Further, a woman who committed adultery against her husband was to be executed (Leviticus 
20:10), not divorced.  There must have been other grounds for divorce included in the phrase "something 
indecent." 
 
When Jesus taught his kingdom standard for divorce and remarriage, he said Moses only allowed easy 
divorce because of the hardness of heart in Israel.  "It was not this way from the beginning" [creation], 
Jesus said.  And in his own teaching Jesus restored the standard God had intended for man and woman 
at the creation.  Though Jesus allowed divorce and remarriage on the ground of immorality, he was 
basically against divorce.  Jesus said a person who divorces his mate, not for immorality, and remarries, 
actually commits adultery though it is called marriage (Matthew 19:9). 
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24:4 - not allowed to marry her again - This would have made a man think before divorcing his wife.  
There is argument among Christians today over whether a Christian who has remarried contrary to 
Christ's teaching should repent of his adultery and return to his previous mate.  Some point to this 
passage in Deuteronomy and maintain that it would displease God for a person to return to the original 
partner after being married to someone else.  Probably this reasoning is not correct.  Probably this rule in 
Deuteronomy was given as a "brake" on divorcing and remarrying in a situation where divorce for many 
causes was allowed.  It would probably not apply or be necessary under the kingdom standard where 
Christ's divorce law is much stricter. 
 
24:13 - Return his cloak - It was the only blanket the poor man had to sleep under.  We are not to handle 
money loans in a way that oppresses the debtor. 
 
24:15 - wages...before sunset - Many poor people live from one day's pay till the next.  James 5:4 
condemns landowners who held back the wages due their laborers. 
 
24:16 - each...die for his own sin - Compare Ezekiel 18:20.  Since a child does not bear or inherit the guilt 
of its father, the doctrine of "original sin" is unbiblical, at least in the part where it claims that children 
inherit guilt from previous generations. 
 
24:17 - alien...widow - God always protects the weak and the vulnerable. 
 
24:19 - overlook a sheaf...Leave it - The Spirit of God is seen in laws like this.  God's children are to have 
a spirit of generosity and kindness like God has.  Jesus taught,  
 

And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' do that. 
- Luke 6:33 

 
When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or relatives, or your 
rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. But when you give a 
banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. Although they 
cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous." - Luke 14:12-14 

 
24:22 - Remember...you were slaves - Adversity should teach us mercy. 
 
25:3 - not more than forty lashes - God provided for punishment but not abuse and degradation.  Even 
criminals had some protection under the law.  In practice the Jewish authorities always confined their 
floggings to 39 lashes in order to be sure and stay under the legal limit. 
 
25:4 - ox - God is kind even to animals.  Paul applied this principle spiritually to the right of ministers and 
church leaders to be compensated for their time and work - 1 Corinthians 9:9; 1 Timothy 5:18. 
 
25:5 - take her and marry her - This was called Levirate marriage.  Since God allowed polygamy, a man 
could do this even if already married.  The purpose was to preserve the name of the dead brother through 
the son begotten by his brother. 
 
25:7 - does not want - Sometimes there were circumstances in a man's life that made it hard for him to 
carry out this duty. 
 
25:9 - sandals - For an example of this ceremony, see the story of Boaz in Ruth 4. 
 
25:13-15 - differing weights...measures - One honest and one dishonest.  God hates dishonesty in 
business and commercial dealings- verse 16.  An honest person in business can shine as a light for the 
Lord. 
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25:19 - blot out...Amalek - Later through Samuel God sent Saul to do this job - 1 Samuel 15. 
 
26:2 - go to the place - Here God gives a ceremony to accompany the offering of firstfruits from the first 
harvest in Canaan.  It was good for the Israelites to formally recognize that it was God who had brought 
them into the land.  What ceremonies could we use today to recognize the goodness of God? 
 
26:10 - now I bring the firstfruits - I have seen contribution checks to some ministry labeled "firstfruits."  
The donor had received some blessing from God on an enterprise and remembered God who had made it 
possible. 
 
26:12 - third year...year of the tithe - It appears that in addition to the annual tithe which supported God's 
work in general and was to be taken to the tabernacle/temple, there was an additional tithe every third 
year for the poor and for the Levites in the local area. 
 
26:14 - mourning...unclean...offered...to dead - These were conditions under which the tithe would not be 
acceptable to God. 
 
26:16 - commands you - As part of the renewal of the covenant between God and Israel, expressed 
below. 
 
27:2 - large stones - So that Israel would not forget their covenant with God.  Memorials are valuable. 
 
27:4 - Mount Ebal - The modern day Samaritans still have a shrine on Mount Ebal.  There are only a 
handful of them left.  They have a synagogue at Nablus. 
 
27:5 - altar - Archaeologists have recently unearthed an altar on Ebal that is probably the same one 
mentioned here. 
 
27:15 - Cursed - There are twelve curses pronounced for disobedience to God's law.  The blessings are 
listed in the next chapter. 
 
27:16 - dishonors his father...mother - God feels this way because honor to parents is the foundation for 
so much else in life.  An attitude of rebellion against authority affects all relationships, even one’s 
relationship with God. This is why we emphasize getting right with one’s parents.  It is one of the 
foundational steps in growing spiritually. 
 
27:20 - father's wife - Incest is becoming very common in our country. 
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