
 Free Bible Study Notes and Commentary on Deuteronomy 28-34 
 
 
 
Introduction:  As Moses finishes his farewell address to the people of Israel, he graphically describes the 
blessings that will come from obedience to God and the curses that will follow disobedience.  He confirms 
the covenant between God and Israel, gives final advice about entering the Promised Land, and gives the 
people a song which reminds them of their waywardness in the past and urges faithfulness to God.  
Moses blesses the tribes for the last time, then goes up on Mount Nebo to view the Promised Land.  
There he dies and is buried by God. 
 
 

Notes on Deuteronomy 28-34 
 
 
28:1 - If you fully obey - As Moses is about to leave his people, he does everything in his power to 
persuade them to be faithful to God. 
 
28:2 - All these blessings - Here Moses begins to list the good things that come from obedience. 
 
28:8 - everything you put your hand to - God is the one who gives prosperity and peace - see also verses 
11-14.  This is the solution to our financial anxieties - Matthew 6:33; 2 Corinthians 9:6-11; Luke 6:38. 
 
28:15 - if you do not obey - Here Moses begins a long and graphic list of the curses and punishments that 
will fall on the unfaithful. 
 
28:23 - bronze...iron - God will withhold the rain. 
 
28:34 - drive you mad - This is how bad it will be. 
 
28:36 - to a nation unknown - This happened exactly.  North Israel was conquered by Assyria in 721 BC 
and South Judah by Babylon in 606-586 BC. 
 
28:47, 48 - serve the LORD...serve...enemies - You have a choice. 
 
28:53 - eat...the flesh of [your] sons and daughters - This happened in Jerusalem because of hunger 
during the Babylonian siege - 2 Kings 6:28, 29; Jeremiah 19:9; Lamentations 2:20; 4:10. 
 
29:1 - terms of the covenant - The things Moses has been saying to Israel in Deuteronomy are a 
restatement and renewal of the covenant between God and Israel. 
 
29:5 - clothes...sandals...did not wear out - Israel's experience with God in the desert should have 
confirmed forever Israel's faith in God and his provision. 
 
29:13 - his people...your God - Covenant language.  God is confirming his "marriage" with Israel. 
 
29:15 - those who are not here - Future generations.  In the same way, Jesus was concerned for coming 
generations of his followers – John 17:20, 21; 20:29. 
 
29:17 - detestable images and idols - Moses warns the people again about idolatry because he knows this 
will be the greatest snare for them. 
 
29:18 - root...that produces...bitter poison - The person who leads others to worship idols is compared to 
an evil, poisonous plant that grows up among the good crops in a field.  The writer of Hebrews 
remembered this verse when writing Hebrews 12:15 (a warning against Christians who lead other 
Christians into immorality or division). 
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29:20 - never...forgive him - This is because the person's sin is high-handed rebellion from an utterly 
depraved heart.  Compare Numbers 15:28-30. 
 
29:29 - secret things belong to the LORD - God is infinite and he knows many things that we cannot 
understand or handle.  If we trust God and believe in his goodness, we are willing to be content with what 
God chooses to reveal to us. 
 
30:2 - return...with all your heart - This is the only way one can really return to God. 
 
30:3 - gather you again - God may discipline Israel by allowing them to be carried away captive, but he will 
restore them in mercy if they repent and return to him. 
 
30:6 - circumcise your hearts - A basic change in heart is the only thing that would prevent history from 
repeating itself in further departures from God.  The prophets predicted that God would someday put his 
Spirit in his people and give them a new heart - Jeremiah 31:31-34;  Psalms 40:8;  Ezekiel 39:29;  36:26-
27;  compare Galatians 5:22-23.  We are told that after the Jews were disciplined by the Babylonian 
captivity, they never again had trouble with idolatry. 
 
30:10 - if you obey - Success and real life are so close and simple--just obey.  Would God that we could 
see and remember that. 
 
30:12-14 - ascend into heaven...cross the sea - A good covenant relationship with God is not something 
far off or complicated.  It is near you.  Blessing is as near as simple obedience. 
 
30:15 - life and prosperity, death and destruction - Moses has plainly pictured two alternative futures for 
Israel.  They will choose.  So it is today with us.  It has never been more so.  Compare the challenge to 
Christians in Romans 6:13; 23-- 
 

Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer 
yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your 
body to him as instruments of righteousness...For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 
30:19 - witnesses against you - If you go ahead and choose evil and destroy yourselves, heaven and earth 
know that I tried my best to warn you. 
 
life and death, blessings and curses - Moses challenges Israel to choose life. 
 
30:20 - The LORD is your life - If we can remember this and live accordingly, all will be well with us.  But if 
we think that some other thing is our life, it will take us from God who alone can really give life.] 
 
31:2 - a hundred and twenty years old - Moses was 40 when he first tried to deliver Israel and fled into the 
desert, 80 when he was called at the burning bush, and has now led Israel 40 years. 
 
31:4 - what he did to Sihon and Og - God defeated those kings decisively and would do the same to the 
kings of Canaan. 
 
31:6 - Be strong...do not be afraid - Moses cannot go with Israel into Canaan but he can prepare their 
hearts. 
 
31:7 - Be strong - Moses also prepares Joshua.  Moses has the heart of a shepherd.  He loves these 
people and is doing everything he can to insure them for the future. 
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31:9 - wrote down this law - Probably a reference to the five books of Moses, Genesis through 
Deuteronomy, which the Jews referred to as "the Law." 
 
31:10, 11 - every seven years...read this law before them - In this way every generation would become 
aware of God's law and it would not be lost. 
 
31:12 - children - This shows that children can learn in church. 
 
31:14 - day of your death is near - God is kind to Moses in giving him a little time to do whatever he still 
needs to do. 
 
31:16 - will soon prostitute themselves - Israel is God's bride, but she will go wandering after other gods 
who are not her "husband."  This soon happened. 
 
31:21 - testify against them - God wanted the people to realize that God always tells them the truth.  The 
song would remind the people that God had warned them before they made the bad choices that brought 
trouble on them. 
 
31:26 - beside the ark - In a holy and safe place.  Because the priests and Levites faithfully preserved the 
books of the law, we have these scriptures today. 
 
31:27 - how much more - Reminds us of Jesus' words when he was about to be crucified:  "If men do 
these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?" - Luke 23:31 
 
31:29 - I know that after my death - Compare the words of Paul to the Ephesian elders, Acts 20:28, 29. 
 
31:30 - words of this song - This song praises God and warns the people not to turn away from him.  The 
book of Revelation describes the redeemed in heaven singing the "song of Moses and the song of the 
Lamb" - Revelation 15:3. 
 
32:4 - faithful...upright...just - God keeps his covenant and always does right. 
 
32:5 - acted corruptly - God's people, however, have often been unfaithful.   
 
32:6 - Is this the way you repay the LORD for all his goodness? 
 
your Father, your Creator - Remember who he is and behave rightly toward him. 
 
32:7 - Remember the days of old - Remember all God has done for you and how he blessed the obedient 
and punished the unfaithful.  Remember how he has given you the land. 
 
32:13 - honey from the rock - Gave Israel food and other needs in a desert where only God could have 
provided. 
 
32:15 - Jeshurun - Another name for Israel. 
 
32:16 - made him jealous - God is Israel's husband. 
 
32:17 - sacrificed to demons - Behind the idols are the demons - compare Psalm 106:37, 38; Leviticus 
17:7; 1 Corinthians 10:19-22. 
 
32:21 - no god...not a people - God uses irony. 
 
32:27 - adversary misunderstand - God would not save Israel because she was worthy, but to protect his 
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own name. 
 
32:31 - their rock - Their idol god(s).  our Rock - The LORD God. 
 
32:35 - mine to avenge - God will judge and punish the enemies of Israel when the time comes to restore 
Israel.  Paul remembers this verse when he reminds us that it is not our business to punish those who sin 
against us - Romans 12:17-21.  If your enemy will repent, you have turned him into a friend.  If he will not, 
hand the matter over to God who can deal with the wrongdoer better than you can. 
 
32:39 - There is no god besides me - God's people had to learn that the hard way. 
 
32:47 - they are your life - Up to the time he walks away from Israel to go up on the mountain and die, 
Moses is still pleading with Israel to be faithful to God.  How he loved Israel! 
 
32:49 - Mount Nebo - A mountain east of the Dead Sea.  From its summit one could look westward and 
northwestward across the Jordan valley and survey the land of Canaan which Israel was about to 
possess. 
 
32:51 - you broke faith - God reminds Moses that if Moses cannot cross over into the land, it is Moses' 
own doing.  God is just. 
 
33:1 - blessing - As had been the custom with the patriarchs, Moses blesses the people before he dies.   
 
33:8 - Thummim and Urim - Objects like lots which were kept in the breastplate of the high priest and 
were used to determine answers from God. 
 
the man you favored - The high priest, leader among the Levites.  The whole tribe of Levi was set apart to 
the special service of God. 
 
33:9 - no regard...did not recognize - The high priest put the interests of Israel above those of his own 
family. 
 
33:13 - Joseph's descendants were divided into the two half-tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh. 
 
33:16 - prince among his brothers - Moses remembers how Joseph's brothers bowed before Joseph in 
Egypt.  Moses' blessing on Joseph is reminiscent of the one Jacob pronounced on Joseph. 
 
33:27 - refuge...everlasting arms - Nothing else can protect us if God does not.  If God protects us, 
nothing else can destroy us. 
 
34:1 - Moses climbed Mount Nebo - Though the rest of Deuteronomy was written by Moses, it is likely that 
some else, possibly Joshua, added this last chapter about Moses' death. 
 
Pisgah - A peak on Mount Nebo. 
 
34:4 - promised...to Abraham - God had made this promise to Abraham when Abraham first left his home 
country to go to a place God would show him - Genesis 12:1-7. 
 
34:5 - Moses...died there - Until the coming of Christ, there was never a servant of God like Moses, a 
strong and faithful leader who loved his people like a shepherd. 
 
34:6 - He buried him - God himself buried Moses in a place unknown to man.  Perhaps this was so that 
people would not center their worship around a shrine to Moses and turn their attention away from God.  
Either God used Michael the archangel to perform the burial, or he used Michael to guard the tomb, for 



 
 5 

Jude 9 tells us that Satan contended with Michael for the body of Moses.  Though Moses is dead in the 
body, his spirit lives with God.  He appears in glory along with Elijah when Jesus is transfigured on the 
mountain many hundreds of years later. 
 
34:9 - laid his hands on him - Ordination involved the impartation of grace and power. 
 
Israelites listened to him - The people were in safe hands. 
 
34:10 - no prophet like Moses - The writer writes a final epitaph for Moses.  After we have read through 
these books we have come to love and admire Moses, and we ourselves almost feel bereaved to have 
Moses no longer with us.  But his life is always before us as a splendid example of strength, humility, 
faithfulness and love for God. 
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