
Free Bible Commentary on Deuteronomy 4-11 
 
 
Introduction:  Moses continues his last counsel to Israel.  He repeats the Ten Commandments and urges 
Israel to obey them and to teach them to their children.  They are to drive the pagan nations out of Canaan 
and destroy their idols and shrines.  Israel should remember how wayward they have been in the past and 
should no longer forget the Lord and his word.  If they will love God and faithfully obey him, many 
blessings will come to them. 
 
 

Notes on Deuteronomy 4-11 
 
4:1 - Follow them so...you may live - This verse is the theme of Moses' whole farewell to Israel. 
 
4-2 - Do not add - It would be highly presumptuous of any person to take something away or add 
something to God's law - compare Proverbs 30:6; Revelation 22:18, 19; Galatians 1:8, 9. 
 
4:4 - still alive - Proof that obedience brings life. 
 
4:6 - wise and understanding - When a nation lives by God's righteous, orderly standards, others have to 
admire the wholeness of that nation. 
 
4:7 - What other nation... - The Old Covenant with its laws and provisions was given only to Israel.  
Sabbatarians (those who keep the Saturday Sabbath) argue that the Sabbath law was given to all nations 
from creation until now.  But there is no mention of the patriarchs before Moses keeping Sabbath, and 
Nehemiah 9:13, 14 says God made his Sabbaths known to Israel through Moses at Sinai.  The Sabbath 
was given only to Israel, as a sign between them and God - Exodus 31:16, 17. 
 
near - Israel was distinguished in that 1) God was near to them, always available, and 2) they had   
great and righteous laws from God. 
 
4:9 - Teach...children...their children - Only then can they be faithful to God and the nation remain in God's 
blessings.  A nation can turn away from God in one generation if parents fail to teach their children and 
back up their teaching by their sincere lives and attitudes. 
 
4:12 - saw no form - God did not want Israel trying to make idols in God's likeness as the pagans tried to 
do. 
 
4:16 - make...idol - This was Moses' greatest fear about Israel's future.  The temptation would be fierce 
after the people entered Canaan. 
 
4:16-18 - like...man...animal - Obviously any of these are not a god, and anything a man could make 
would be less than the man himself.  Yet people stupidly worshiped what they had made themselves and 
called it god. 
 
The living God made man in God's image.  Man makes his dead idols in the image of man or some 
creature less than man.  Man then puts man's own lusts and desires into the idol's mouth as laws so that 
man can do his thing.  So when man worships idols, he really worships himself.  He also worships the 
demons behind the idols - Deuteronomy 32:17; Psalm 106:37. 
 
4:24 - jealous God - Not all jealousy is evil.  There is holy jealousy, such as one feels when one's mate 
finds an adulterous attraction, or what God feels when his people, who are his "wife" spiritually, go lusting 
after other gods.  God knows he is the only one who can give us life. 
 
We can provoke God to jealousy with idols which are not carved or cast - Colossians 3:5; Matthew 6:24. 
 



 
 2 

4:27 - scatter you - God did this less than 800 years later when Assyria conquered North Israel and later 
when Babylon conquered Judah in the south. 
 
4:28 - worship man-made gods - Because Israel worshiped these in their own land, God scattered them to 
other lands which were the home of such worship. 
 
4:29 - look for him with all your heart - It takes the whole heart for real repentance.  The Jews did this in 
Babylon where they were captives and God returned many of them to their homeland.  History tells us that 
after that experience of God's discipline, the Jews never again had a problem with idol worship. 
 
4:31 - will not abandon - God always held out hope to his people if they would repent and return to him. 
 
4:32 - anything so great as this - This covenant which God made with you at Sinai as he spoke to you from 
the mountain.  Israel had been chosen and uniquely blessed by God.  Moses is saying to them, "Don't 
throw all of that away by being unfaithful to God." 
 
4:40 - so that it may go well with you - God's commands are not given to spoil life for us, but to help, 
protect and bless us.  We need to trust him and believe he knows best.  Compare 5:29. 
 
4:41 - three cities - The cities of refuge for unintentional manslayers. 
 
5:5ff - And he said - Here Moses repeats the Ten Commandments spoken by God from Sinai 40 years 
before.  See notes on Exodus 20. 
 
5:15 - you were slaves...therefore...observe the Sabbath - The weekly Sabbath rest would remind the 
former slaves of how God gave them rest from the toil in Egypt. 
 
5:29 - so that it might go well with them - You can almost hear a tear in God's voice as he says this.  He 
loves his children so much and only wants the best for them.  Compare 2 Peter 3:9; John 10:10.  But sin 
(by nature) destroys and righteousness gives life.  We make the choice.  If we love goodness and 
righteousness, we find life.  If we love selfishness, sin, evil and rebellion, we find death.  Even God cannot 
change that, because he cannot contradict his own perfectly holy and righteous nature. 
 
6:2 - your children and their children - Moses is concerned for future generations.  Do we pray for the 
generations to come, and do we teach our children and grandchildren so they can pass God's word down 
to others?  What are you doing in a concrete way? 
 
After Joshua, "another generation grew up, who knew neither the LORD nor what he had done for Israel" - 
Judges 2:10.  A nation can lose its holiness and relationship with God in one generation. 
 
6:4ff - Hear, O Israel... - Here begins the great shema or creed of Israel. 
 
Love the LORD - Jesus said this is the greatest commandment of all - Matthew 22:36, 37.  God wants us 
not just to obey him, but to trust and love him.  He longs for a relationship with us, just as Abraham was 
called the friend of God and Jesus called his disciples his friends.  There is nothing greater in life than this! 
 
6:7 - Impress them on your children - Compare 
 

Ephesians 6:4:  Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training 
and instruction of the Lord.  

 
Proverbs 22:6:  Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.  

 
1 Samuel 3:13:  For I told [Eli] that I would judge his family forever because of the sin he knew 
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about; his sons made themselves contemptible, and he failed to restrain them.  
 
sit...walk...lie down...get up - At every available time, at every teachable moment.  There are so many 
opportunities to point out truth and wisdom to our children if we will just be awake to them. 
 
The first responsibility for teaching the faith our children belongs to parents, not to the church.  The church 
may help and supplement, but most children, even those taught by the church, will not take God seriously 
if their parents don't. 
 
Too many of us parents are over-committed, or absorbed in our own thing, or too lazy, or to weak in God's 
word, to teach our children.  But if it is like this, we will suffer the soul-tearing pain of seeing our children 
lost and spiritually destroyed. 
 
6:8 - symbols on your hands...foreheads - Later Jews took this literally and wore little packets of scripture. 
But Moses is really saying, have the word of God before you and in your focus at all times. 
 
on...doorframes...gates - If you do this, no one will doubt where you stand, and you will be constantly 
reminded of God's laws.  Home decor is one way of impressing God's truth on children.  You can use 
placards with scripture, or pictures from Jesus' life and the Bible, figurines, screen savers, etc.  The 
impressions day in and day out add up. 
 
6:12 - do not forget - Another danger upon entering Canaan would be the lethargy and complacency 
brought on by prosperity and peace.  When all is going well we forget how much we need God - compare 
Deuteronomy 4:9; 8:7-14. 
 
6:13 - Fear the LORD - The people were commanded above (v. 5) to love God.  But wholesome, godly 
fear (reverence) is not incompatible with love.  It is its natural companion. 
 
6:14 - not...other gods - Fear the living God, not the occult spirits represented by idols. 
 
6:20 - when your son asks you - This reminds us of 1 Peter 3:15: "But in your hearts set apart Christ as 
Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that 
you have. 
 
If our children see us serving God, they will at times ask us about it.  What wonderful teachable moments 
those are!  But we had better know what we believe so we can give a good answer to our children and to 
others who ask. 
 
7:2 - destroy them totally - This was for Israel's own protection, since the Canaanite influence would 
otherwise certainly take Israel away from God and thus destroy Israel. 
 
7:3 - Do not intermarry - This is not a command against racial intermarriage, as some have understood it, 
but against intermarriage with people who are corrupt religiously, morally and spiritually.  All through 
scripture the principle is taught that God's people should marry only those who share their faith in God and 
reverence for him - compare Genesis 24:3,4;  28:1;  2 Corinthians 6:14;  1 Corinthians 7:39;  9:5;  Ezra 
9,10. 
 
7:5 - Break down - If the idols and their symbols remained, they would entice the Israelites away from 
God.  This is parallel with the Ephesian converts burning their books of sorcery - Acts 19:18, 19.  There 
are Christians today who need to clean out of their lives just as decisively some of their music, books, 
certain types of friends, some clothes, some bottles, some drugs, some internet activity, etc.--whatever it 
takes to burn their bridges to their evil past.  This sounds radical, but we are talking spiritual survival and 
real freedom to serve God. 
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7:9 - those who love him and keep his commandments - Compare Jesus' words, John 14: "If you love me, 
you will obey what I command."  Loving God is very important - Romans 8:28; 1 Corinthians 2:9; Matthew 
22:36, 37. 
 
7:15 - free from...disease - Obedience brings health because of 1) clean, right living; 2) union with the 
source of life; and 3) spiritual protection. 
 
In this fallen world God has not promised that his children will never be sick or die, but Christians certainly 
have protection that others do not have.  When a certain church member in Corinth would not repent of 
incestuous relations with his father's wife, Paul commanded that the man be put out from the fellowship of 
the church and "delivered to Satan" - 1 Corinthians 5:4,5.  Satan and his demons would now have full 
access to the man, something they had not had while he was faithful to Christ.  The writer of these notes 
heard of a case in Zambia, Africa, where an evil member of the church had caused division and confusion. 
When all efforts to convert him failed, the church formally delivered the man to Satan.  They did not ask 
for his death, but within a week he was dead.   
 
Angels both evil and good are all around us.  In 1 Corinthians 11 Paul encouraged the Corinthian sisters to 
wear a sign of submission to authority (a veil) on their heads "because of the angels" - 1 Corinthians 
11:10.  Children of mixed marriages where one parent is a Christian seem to have a protection, a holiness 
in God's sight, which children of unbelievers do not have - 1 Corinthians 7:14. 
 
7:18 - Do not be afraid of them - Remember the other victories God has given you against impossible 
odds.  God's help in the past gives us faith for today. 
 
7:26 - Do not bring a detestable thing into your house - Achan brought banned articles into his tent and 
destroyed himself and his family, plus causing the deaths of some of God's soldiers - Joshua 7:19-25. 
 
Moses is teaching the attitude we should have toward evil things:  no compromise.  That is, if we love our 
lives and our families.  Someday we may look back in bitter regret because things we allowed in our 
households have destroyed our children morally and spiritually.   
 
We need every advantage as we battle with the pressures of sin, and we don't need to take on handicaps. 
Nor do we need to give Satan direct access to our minds and those of our children, as for example, 
through certain cable channels, and certain programs on all channels, through certain music, 
pornographic materials, etc.  The writer of these notes knows a Bible student who was almost destroyed 
by a pornographic habit that started with materials the boy's father kept hidden in the house. 
 
8:2 - to test you - Our reaction to trials is important. 
 
8:3 - not...on bread alone - Jesus quoted this verse to Satan during his temptations - Matthew 4:4.  
Judging by our priorities, many people today seem to think that man does live on bread alone and what 
money can buy.  We encourage our children to get worldly advantage through education, but do we 
encourage them just as actively to excel spiritually?  To grow in God's word?  To prepare to serve God? 
 
8:5 - as a man disciplines his son - God disciplines those he loves so that they may be saved - Hebrews 
12:5-11;  Proverbs 13:24.  Discipline means love and care.  If we do not discipline our children, it simply 
means we can't be bothered about their salvation.  Discipline prepared the Israelites to enjoy the promised 
land, and it prepares us to live abundantly. 
 
8:10, 11 - when you have eaten and are satisfied...be careful that you do not forget the LORD - This 
typically happens. 
 
8:16 - test you...so..it might go well with you - The purpose of God's discipline is always to save and bless, 
not to oppress and destroy.  God's discipline reminds us of our own inability, and that is good. 
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8:18 - the ability to produce wealth comes from God - compare Matthew 6:33; Proverbs 10:22. 
 
8:19 - forget the LORD...follow other gods - Paul writes about the Gentile pagans in Romans 1:21-23:  
 

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their 
thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, 
they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like 
mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.  

 
These pagans credited the idols with giving them food and life.  The idols could give them nothing.  People 
who do not thank God and credit him with their blessings are on the way to becoming unbelievers and are 
destroying themselves by turning away from God who is the only source of life. 
 
9:4 - because of my righteousness - Our fleshly nature is always ready to claim credit for ourselves.  It 
does not like to admit helplessness and dependence on God's grace. 
 
9:5 - on account of the wickedness - And it could and did happen to Israel as well when Israel became 
wicked. 
 
9:7 - You have been rebellious - Unless the people acknowledge this and repent of it, their future will be 
no better than their past. 
 
10:12 - fear the LORD...walk in...his ways...love him...serve the LORD - God's requirements were simple, 
and yet they opened the way to every possible blessing. 
 
10:16 - Circumcise your hearts - The Israelites took great pride in the outward mark of physical 
circumcision which identified them as God's covenant people.  But the outward mark was meaningless, 
and even a curse, if the heart was not submitted to God.  It was really the heart that needed circumcision, 
the removal of rebellion and wickedness.  Compare Romans 2:28, 29; Galatians 5:6; Colossians 2:11-13. 
Today our correct baptism or some other ceremonial correctness can turn into a curse if it hides an 
unconverted heart. 
 
10:17 - God of gods...shows no partiality...accepts no bribes - God is the judge above all judges, and he is 
righteous and cannot be corrupted as some judges can.  How thankful we should be that the God who is 
above all is righteous and pure and cares for all people alike. 
 
10:18 - defends the cause of fatherless... - Is not like some earthly judges who can be bought by the rich 
in order to mistreat the poor and weak. 
 
10:19 - love those who are aliens - We are not to have the harsh attitude so typical in the world against 
those among us from other countries.  Christian love does not stop with those of our own race or 
nationality.  All people are equally loved and valued by God, and that is his standard for us as well. 
 
10:22 - numerous as the stars - Just as God promised Abraham - Genesis 15:5. 
 
11:1 - Love - Again Moses emphasizes the importance of a loving relationship with God, not just a 
mechanical observance of his commandments.  Those who love God will be careful of his 
commandments. 
 
The love required here is a decision, not a feeling.  We can decide to obey this command, to show love by 
our obedient lives.  If we act like those who love God, the feeling will follow. 
 
The scriptures speak of many levels and kinds of love, but the greatest kind of love, the love most often 
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attributed to God himself and commanded to Christians, is called in Greek agape.  It is a love exercised by 
choice, by a decision of the will, and is expressed unconditionally, whether or not the object is worthy.  Of 
course God is infinitely worthy of our love. 
 
11:8 - Observe all the commands...have...strength - Strength comes from careful obedience, not 
compromise. 
 
11:17 - shut up the heavens - God did this for three years in the days of Elijah - 1 Kings 16:30-33; 17:1. 
 
11:26 - blessing and...curse - We choose. 
 
11:29 - Gerizim...Ebal - After Israel entered Canaan, half of them stood on Mount Gerizim and 
pronounced blessings on the obedient, and half stood on Ebal and pronounced the curses on 
disobedience - Joshua 8:33. 
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