Even though Habakkuk spoke out of turn, he managed to pull back his pride and ego and
give the Lord a chance to respond. “lI will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the
tower,” he said, “and watch what He will say unto me” (Habakkuk 2:1). Further, he
recognised that in the final analysis he would be “reproved” (v. 1).

God always responds to the person who is willing to investigate the matter deeply enough.
He does not rebuke the questioner (John 20:27) and even tolerates the suggester
(Genesis 18:20-33), providing that anyone who questions or suggests will also listen and
accept. He promises with infinite longsuffering that if anyone will seek, he will find
(Matthew 7:7). However, He will bring to nothing anyone who clings to his own wisdom
rather than God’s (1 Corinthians 1:19-20).

GOD’S SOLUTION, PART 2

What had escaped Habakkuk’s mind in his initial reaction was a proverb as old humanity:
“Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap” (Galatians 6:7). In Paul’s record of
that proverb, he adds this introductory statement: “God is not mocked.” | remember
Thomas Warren explaining this passage something like this: “No one can make a mockery
out of God. You can’t make things turn out any other way than God said they would.”

Did Habakkuk really think that God would forget His promises to the Israelites and allow
them to be wiped off the face of the earth? Did he think that God would allow the
Chaldeans to run amuck indefinitely? Did he think that God would tolerate a nation that
evil forever? | have little doubt that Habakkuk didn’t think those things. He just needed to
be reminded of the old proverb.

In continuing to explain His solution, God reveals what Habakkuk should have realized —
“The just shall live by his faith,” and, by implication, the wicked shall die without it
(Habakkuk 2:4). The Chaldean’s sinful pride would be his undoing — he only cared for
himself, and both self indulgent nations and individuals cannot live forever. The writing was
already on the wall for a nation that had not even risen to world power in the eyes of
Jehovah: “Because thou hast spoiled many nations, all the remnant of the people shall
spoil thee; because of men’s blood, and for the violence of the land, of the city, and of all
that dwell therein” (2:8).

God was not overlooking Babylon’s sin — far from it. In fact, He was actually omnisciently
aware of all future sins the nation was going to commit and that these sins would be
Babylon’s undoing. God notes four categories of sins that would bring upon Babylon the
hatred of the world and pronounces woe on them for engaging in them:

* Greed/Covetousness — “Woe to him that coveteth an evil covetousness to his
house” (2:9)
* Violence — “Woe to him that buildeth a town with blood” (2:12)
* Deceit and Drunkenness — “Woe unio him that giveth his neighbour drink

[alcohol — PWS]” (2:15)

* Idolatry — “Woe to him that saith to the wood, Awake” (2:19)

These sins, sown in a heart full of pride, could reap nothing but corruption As Paul said in
making application of the proverb, “For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap
corruption” (Galatians 6:8).
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So what was God'’s plan? God would take care of the sin in Israel by bringing a more sinful
nation to power to defeat it (1:6). He would take care of that sinful nation by bringing
others to power whom that nation had conquered (2:6-8). Basically, God would allow
things to get a whole lot worse just so they could eventually get a whole lot better. As a
result of the rise of Babylon and subsequent Babylonian captivity, the children of Israel
would never again fall into physical idolatry (the worship of graven images). Further, the
influence of Jehovah would spread into the world through the Jews scattered abroad and
in the fuliness of time the church would be given a foothold in nearly every major Gentile
city through these synagogues. Ever noticed how Paul began preaching in each city at a

synagogue or gathering place of the Jews? Without the Babylonian captivity, he never
would have been able to do so.

This plan revealed to Habakkuk was to be just a thread in the infinite tapestry of God’s
protective and providential wisdom in bringing into existence the church and paving the
way for ultimate salvation for all the faithful (Ephesians 3:11; Romans 8:28). It alone was
beautiful enough to be painted in the broadest letters so that one could read and run to tell
others (Habakkuk 2:2). It proved that God was in control, reigning from His holy temple:
“The Lord is in His holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before Him” (2:20).

HABAKKUK’S SURRENDER

A good friend once relayed to me a piece of information he had received from another
good friend. “Patrick,” he said, “There are always three parts at work in every situation
dealing with other people. There’s your part, the other person’s part, and God’s part. If
you’re not doing your part, you're going to find yourself in a great deal of stress. But if you
try to do God’s part or the other person’s part, you're going to find yourself in just as much
stress.”

Sometimes you just have to accept the fact that some things are beyond your control. How
do you know what’s in your control and what's not? All you really have to do is ask a
couple of questions.

First, Have | done what God told me not to do or gone somewhere He has told me to
avoid? If I'm breaking some law of God, then | certainly can expect to find myself in some
difficulties in life. The law of sowing and reaping will apply to me, even as a Christian.
Remember, when a son leaves the Father’s house, he can't be surprised when he winds
up in the mud with the pigs (Luke 15:11-16). If he runs with pack, he can’t be surprised
when he comes out smelling like a dog (1 Corinthians 15:33). Hopefully, you can answer
no.

Second, Have | done what God told me to do, in keeping with my talents and abilities?
Please don’t be one of those people who misapply James 4:17 in answering this question.
Some people are constantly stressed and depressed because they think that every
moment one is not involved in Bible study or evangelism is a moment in sin. That passage
was not designed to create that kind of mindset — in fact, in context it has reference to the
person who does not keep God in his plans (v. 13-16). Not every Christian can be a Paul
or a five talent man — there have to be some two and one talent men out there as well. If
you are keeping God in all that you do, doing what He says (as no command of His is
grievous/burdensome — 1 John 5:3), repenting of sins and confessing them as they come
up (1 John 1:7-10), and doing what you can (Mark 14:8), then you can answer yes.
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If you answered no to the first question, yes to the second question, and yet you are still
having difficulties, then it’s time for you to realise that something is beyond your control. All
you can do now is submit it to God and leave it in his care. This is exactly what Habakkuk
learned.

Habakkuk concludes the book by doing whatever anyone should do when taught a lesson
by a holy God — he offers up a prayerful song of thanksgiving (that ch. 3 is a song is
signified by the term, Shigionoth). The song can be summed up by the first couple of lines:
“l... was afraid... God came” (Habakkuk 3:2, 3). Habakkuk ultimately surrendered to the
wonderful wisdom of God and His plan, and learned to trust Him no matter what. “Although
the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall
fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there
shall be no herd in the stalls: Yet | will rejoice in the LORD, | will joy in the God of my
salvation” (3:17-18).

CONCLUSION

Obviously God took care of my working visa worries, because | am now living in Australia
and God is looking after me in an amazing way. Looking back at that time in 2007-2008, |
am ashamed to admit that | had not surrendered my trust to a holy God. Although | cannot
say for sure on this side of eternity, maybe that’s exactly why God worked things the way
He did. As | look at my life in general, | am amazed at how God has put things together. |
couldn’t have envisioned it if | had tried.

Rather than blaming God for our difficulties and accusing Him of inactivity, maybe we
should simply do our part and leave the rest to Him and everyone else. Maybe we should
realise that out of great pain, great sin, and great tragedy, God can bring about things
“exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think” (Ephesians 3:20). The same God
who watched His Son die upon the cross is watching over our cares and concerns as well.

His Eye Is On The Sparrow
By Civilla D. Martin

Why should | feel discouraged, why should the shadows come,
Why should my heart be lonely, and long for heaven and home,
When Jesus is my portion? My constant friend is He:

His eye is on the sparrow, and | know He watches me;

His eye is on the sparrow, and | know He watches me.

“Let not your heart be troubled,” His tender word | hear,
And resting on His goodness, | lose my doubts and fears;
Though by the path He leadeth, but one step | may see;
His eye is on the sparrow, and | know He watches me;
His eye is on the sparrow, and | know He watches me.

Whenever | am tempted, whenever clouds arise,
When songs give place to sighing, when hope within me dies,
| draw the closer to Him, from care He sets me free;
His eye is on the sparrow, and | know He watches me;
His eye is on the sparrow, and | know He watches me.
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| sing because I'm happy,

| sing because I'm free,

For His eye is on the sparrow,
And | know He watches me.
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The Book of HABAKKUK

‘ntroduction

The human personality 1s an endless study for no two people are exactly alike, no two
minds react in exactly the same way. Each individual is unique in his/her own way. No
place is this any better observed than in the inspired writings of the Bible authors.
Each writer is cognizanl of Divine inspiration and each give solid evidence of it (Isa.
51:16; Jer. 1:9); yet their inspiration does not extend past their own individuality.

1. For example: we sec thc tender-heartedness of a Jeremiah, the country farmish

 speech of a Amos, the postical musical interest of a David, the professional phy-
sicians terminology of a Luke, and the language of a simple fisherman in a Peter, -
all beautifully reflected even in the midst of verbal Divine inspiration.

2. Yes, inspiration does not swamp individuality, but leaves ample room for it. Each
Bible writer has his own distinguishing characteristics, distinctive contributions,
and own individuality. This is especially true of Habakkuk.

a. Unlike all the ciher prophets, Habakkuk does not address his own countrymen or
a foreign people. His speech is to God alone. _

b. Unlike the other prophets, he is not so much concerned with delivering a message
as with solving a paoblem - a problem relating to Jehovah's providence and power
in governing the nations.

Looking around his native Judah, Habakkuk observes violence and injustice on every hand.
what he sees causes him to cry out to God with his perplexing questions:

 MYhy arne the wicked prospering in your nation, Load?"
"Why are the righteous beaten down?"
Mhhy don't you do something to aight the waongs of goclety?”

1. God's reply is even more shocking than the. sinful conditions in Judah:

even more comrupt than Judah - the Chaldeans - to cleanse My

[:> "7 am doing Awnething, Habakkuk. "7 am about to use a nation
people of their wicked ways."

. |
2. In stunned disbelief Habakkuk responds:
ﬁ>’ How in the name of. holiness and fairness can you do that, Lord?"

3. The Lord's patient responce to the prophet's question serves as the key to the book
and the reason for its inclusion in the sacred canon.

4
1.

Like Nahum, we have little biographical information supplied about Habakkuk. However,
we can be fairly certain of the time when he wrote. We are told that it was when the
Chaldeans were rising to power (1:6). It was not until Nineveh had been destroyed
(612 B.C.) that Babylon ascerted herself to world domination. We are told that Babylon
would inflict Judah. That did not occur until 606 B.C.

1. Therefore, we conclude that Habakkuk was an early contcmporary of Jeremiah and

© wrote between 672 and 606 B.C.

9. The focus of Habakkuk's problem and prophecy was Babylon. Of the enemies that af-
flicted the covenant people, three were outstanding - the Edomites, the Assyrians,
and the Chaldeans, or Dabylonians. Interestingly enough, it was given to three of
the Hebrew propHets to pronounce the doom of these th¢§¢ world powers.

a. Obadiah sezled the fate of Edom.
b. Nahum tolled the knell over Assyria.  And..
¢. Habakkuk dug the grave for Babylon.

HABAKKUK - THE PROBLEM, THE ANSWER

A. The Problem: OJoubéing. The problem of doubting Jehovah did not begin with Habaklkuk
nor did it end with the apostle Thomas. In fact, I feel safe in concluding that all
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II. THE
A.

Christians at some point in their spiritual development have been faced with nag-

ging questions and doubts about the faith they espouse.

1. Js the Bible really the inspined woad of God? Did minacles actually occun as
the Bible affiwms they did? What about salvation? And heaven...and hell? Why
has God allowed sickness to inflict my body on that of my faiend? And why did
He allow vur doved one to be taken? 'Why do 7 have these times in my Life when
J get depressed and despondent? Why does God allow this odd wordd of sin and
shame to go on? Why...?

2. We all have had our mispivings aboul those questions and many more. The queslion
is - How do we deal with doubt? How do we seek a solution and overcome them?
a. Habakkuk has the answer!

The Answer: #Faith. Habakkuk tells us that God loves the doubter. He does not care

for the despairing doubter like a Judas or a Demas but, rather, He appreciates the

honest doubter who will tuan £o Him in faith with his persistent problems and con-

tinual questions. ’

1. Yes, Habakkuk tells us that the answer to solving doubt is F*A¥I*T*H and con-
fidence in Jehovah. It is that message which runs throughout the book (2:4).

OUTLINE

This brief prophecy of Habakkuk puts into words a struggle of doubt and a triumph of
faith which took place in the soul of the prophet himself. It begins with a sob of
doubt. It ends with a song of trust.

1. There are three chapters and a corresponding three points of the prophet.

The Righteows Will Live By Falth
]

I. A BURDEN: Faith Grappling With A Problem, ch.1-2:1
II. A VISION: Faith Grasping The Solution, ch.2
_ III. A PRAYER: Faith Glorying In Assurance, ch.3

2.~ Thus we have: The BURDEN (71:1)
The VISTION (2:2)

: \The PRAYER (3:1)

III. A BURDEN: FAITH GRAPPLING WITH A PROBLEM

A,

A Two-Fold Problem or Faith Sigﬁing. Here is a prophet in the agony of perplexity.
He is beset by a double enigma of Divine providence that he does not understand.

[i:?-'l. FIRST DOUBT, 1:1-4. "Load, why don't you do something about the evil in Judah?"

Habakkuk's problem was the silence, inactivity, and apparent unconcern of God.
Violence abounded; wickedness was common-place; justice was preverted — and to
the conscientious prophet, God was doing nothing!

a. It might be worthwhile to note that King David faced the same doubt in
Psalm 73 .- "Why do the wicked prosper?” His solution to his concern comes
in verses 25-28. Habakkuk would have to reach that same conclusion.

2. Jehovah addresscs the prophets problem in verses 5-6. This, however, to the
distraught Habalkuk, only solved the one problem by raising a still bigger one.

3. SECOND DOUBT, 1:12-13. Certainly the judgement coming to Judah was deserved -
but why would God punish Judah at the hands of a people far more wicked and
ruthless than the Jews ever dreamcd of being?

a. Such was a shock to the prophet and proved hard for him to reconcile with
his belief in the righteousness of God's judgement over the nations. _

b. This is the burden of the confused prophet. What did he do? Did he give up
in despair and turn his back upon Jehovah? No sir! He did what each of us
must do - he waited patiently for Jehovah's responce (2:1).

Iv. A VISION: FAITH GRASPING'THE SOLUTION

A,

A Two-Fold Promise or Faith Seeing. llere Jehovah makbs two great pledges to the

rophet:
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2nd Promise

1st Pr‘omisezl_he righteous will Live by faith (verse 4) ,

The eanth shall be filled with the knuwwdledge of the glory
ol the Load (verse 14)

Promise number one is so significant that it is quoted no less than three times
in the New Testament. See Romans 1:17; Gal. 3:11; Heb. 10:38). These are not
mere empty incidental words but, rather, they form the heart of 0ld Testament
godliness and New Testament Christianity. The words look beyond the outward to
the inwaad, beyond the physical to the aspinitual, and beyond the present to the
futune and the etewnal.

a.

What God is saying is this: '"Yes, Habakkuk, your estimate ot the Chaldean
i night; but though J use him to chastise My people, he himsell shall be
brought to destwction in the end; and although in the present the nighteous
sutler at the hands of the wicked, yet the aighteous shall never penish in
the end like the wicked, but shall live becawse of thein faith and because
that one day the earth will be Lilled with the knowledge of the Lord."

Here, then, is Jehovah's simple answer to perplexing problems for which (to us
at least) there appears no logical answer: FAITHI

a.

b.

Even if you don't understand why the wicked prosper...Even if you don't com-
prehend about Babylon...Even if you don't understand what happens to the
righteous - you must operate on the principle of faith.

God was not asking Habakkulk to understand all the "whys” behind his workings;
He simply wanted His servant to trust fully in His control and to walk by
faith. And, does He expect any less from us?

Finally, faith will lead to SIGHT. Notice what would happen to Babylon (2:6-20).
Hare are the five "woes” which would cause her demise: :

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Their lust For Ambition, vs.6 +

Their lust for Securnity, vs.9 ch

Their lust for AHuman Gloay, vs.12

Their lust for &nticement, vs.15

Their lust for Jdodatry, vs.19

1) Becausc of their sins they too would be judged.

Verse 20 reminds us that it is the Lord's business to speal and ours to listen.
He commands-and we act. He communicates and we then operate based upon the in-
formation He in His infinate wisdom feels we need.

V. PRAYER: FAITH GLORYING IN ASSURANCE c)\'a_

A Two-Fold Product or Faith Singing. Here is Habakkuk's two-fold product of faith:
(1) he praises Jehovah for the past and (2) places confidence in Him for the future.

A.

Thus, we have gone from faith SIGHING to SEEING and now to SINGING. And how is that

possible with us?

1.

We too must come to respect God, verse 2a. Habakkuk had begun by questioning

Tehovah. Now tnat faith has brought understanding the prophet resigns himself
to a recognition of his inferiority and God's superiority. That is where we
each.must start. ‘

We too must see the activity of God and realize it is right, verse 2b. Now he

no longer doubts but, rather, places full assurance in God's plan. "0 Load,

nevive Thy work. ..

" And why such a statement? Because the prophet now under-

stands that Jehovah's work is right! See Deut. 6:24-25.
We too must realize His glory, verse 3-4. How glorious God becomes when we see

His providence at work to bring about His plan. There is no glory like God's
glory.
We too must appreciate His wrath, verse 5-7. Habakkuk needed to learn that

. Babylon was used only as an instrument for the salvation of his people. Had
Judah continued down the pathway of sinful degradation the end would have been
one of total destruction. Ile now understands. He had grown to appreciate God's
discipline. See lleb. 12:6-11.
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B. Habakluk's Five=Step Process:  Faom S00bing Doubls To Tawsting Falth.

. He went to God with his doubts and frustrations, 1:2.

. He had patience to wait for Jehovah's answer, 2:1. (See Jer. 10:23; Isa. 55:8-9),
. He praised and glorified God when his prayer was answered, 3:3.

. He was willing to bear the punishment his faith demanded, 3:17.

. He was willing to make a total commitment to the Lord, 5:18-19.

a. Here is Habakkuk turning over his life totally and completely to God. He
says in esscnce: "Load, here is the cup of my life - you LLll it up any way
you wish and 'L daink it down. Be it gloay on shame, health on weakness,
wealth on want, companionship on donliness - whateven i3 best fon my Life,
whatever it takes foa me to be saved, whateven it takes for me to nealize
my utter dependence upon you - O Load, you Ll it up and J'A drink it
down and 7'l be faithful to Thee no matter what!”

b. Jesus taught the same principle of total commitment in Luke 9:23 and 14:25-28.
Too many times I'm afraid we want to be Christians on our terms instead of
God's. Habaklkuk learned that it dosen't work that way.

1
2
3
4
5

C. If there is anythingAwe need to do it is to emulate the example of the humble

Habakkuk. True, faith may still have some problems. True, there may be some
enigmas that we, like him, do not understand. Yet, we must follow his example of
dealing with doubt and learn to put our trust in the Almighty and walk by faith
with Him down the avenues of life.

1. .Yes, if Habakkuk's day seemed draped with deepening doubts, even more does our
own. This little book tells us not to judge merely by the appearances of the
present, but to look to the futurc. Yes, our great God is working out great
purposes in order to bring about great promises for the future for llis people.

" 2. And how do we know this? Look up Rom. 4:20-21; Heb. 10:38; 11:11 sometime for

the answer. ' e T
/

._.aclusion

L.

People say that God does not speak to men today as He did long ago. While that is
correct, a truer statement would be that men do not listen today as they did of old.
To the man who waits-and listens, God does not remain silent. The Savior said:

MAsk, and Lt shall be given to you; seeh and

and you shall find; knock and it shall be opened
to you. For every one who asks neceives, and
he who seeks Linds, and to him who Rnocks L&
stall be opened.

a. God does answer prayer. He may not give us the answer we would like to hear - nor
does He have to. lle may not tell us the why of His timing or llis will - nor does
He have to. He simply wanted His servant to trust completely in His control and to
walk by faith. And that is what He asks of youl!

When Habakkuk looked as circumstances he was in despair. When he waited and heard God

he began to sing. Let us never forget,

THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH!
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THE MINOR PROPHETS - HABAKIUK :3
Z5SCH WINE

(

INTRODUCTION:

1. Read the book of Habakkux.

2. Habakkuk means to ‘‘caress or embrace; to cling.” The name does not occur elsewhere.

3. The time of Habakkuk's prophecy is not definite. g
a. It was during a time when viclence, strife, and apostasy reigned in Judah.

b. It was before the BsFylonian captivity since God told Habskkuk the Chaldeans would

 punish Judah. (135,6).

c. It was also after the Chaldeans were a power able to accomplish God's purpose.
“Consequently the vears between 609 and 605 provide a suitable background for
Habakkuk's message.’ {The 01d Testament Speaks, Schultz, p. 407).

4. The book of Habakkuk is one of excellent poetic form and it's literary appeal is
great. A great number of years ago ‘a select literary-eirele-was-gathered in-Paris
to hear tne»ﬁ“gh£¢enthwcentury guthor and oliticiansjBenjamin.Franklin read a story.
When he had finished reading there was unanimous and loud acclamatricn.  The distinguish-
ed man of letters had read the book of Habakkuk, which not one of the circle had read
before. ("Preaching Through The Bible,” Hayden, p. 155).

DISCUSSION:

I, DIVISIONS OF THE BOOK OF MABAKKUK. ‘

A. The title. (121).,
B. Habakkuk's first problem. (1:2-11).
. ideow lomg will God ignore my prayer and allow evil to go unchecked?
. VWhy iz Ged inactive in the midst of all this evil?
. God answers labakkuk by showing him that he is not inactive about tbe evil in
Judah but is raising up the Chaldeans (Babylonians) to punish Judah. (1:5-11).
4, God's work is “beyond the scope of the prophet’s mental horizon” (Lewis) and
his ways ave inscrutable,
5. Habakkuk deals with the age old problem (as does the book of Job) ''of how one
cen justify the facts of life with the doctrine of an p1i—qnmegﬁul_bur_aust_ggg
whe is active in history.” (Lew1s. pe 62}
G n¢uak&u( s gsecond problem. (1:12-2:20),
s nqia‘&uk acknowledges that Judah deserves punishment for her evil, but he can't
Lﬁjur tand how a just CGod could use a more wicked nation (Babylon) to punish
. less wicked nation (Judah).
2 God ¢ives his ansirer to the second problem in 2:1-4.
fhe wicked men or mnation will pot last.
(1) There is an appointed time for evil to be punished and it will surely
come. V. 3. '
(2} Vickedness carries within itself the seeds of its own destruction.
V. 3, 4a.
b. 5he righteous shall live by faith., v. 4b. cf. 2 Cor. 5:7.
(1) Running the universe is God's business, not man’s.
(2) cf. Rom. 1:17: Gal. 3:11; Heb. 10:38.
3. A series of woes upon evil and evil nations.
a. Woe: for robbery and pillage. (2:6~8).
b. Woe: for avarice and violence. (2:9~11).
c. Woe: for shedding of hlood. (2:12-14).
d. Woe: for putting bottle to neighbor's 1lip. (2:15-17).
e. Woe: for idolatry. (2:18-22).
f. These are the “alternatives of faith.’
D. A poem with two divisions.
17 & description of God's appearance for judgment. (3:1~1¢) The very thoughts
cause him to tremble. (v. 2).
2. A hymn of faith. (3:17-19). Habakkuk 3:17-19 is one of “the greatest declar-
ations of faith to be found in biblical literature. Too many people’s faith
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Page 2, Lesson 9, HABAKKUK S

iz 'Lord, take care of me and I will take dare of you.' In contrast, the

prophet who has raised such searching gquestions in the early part of the

bock declares that come the worst if it will, he will hold steadfastly to

the Lord (cf. Job. lJ.l<) b (”He Minor Prophats, Lewis, p. 64).

IT. SOME CEEAT AIID PRACTICAL LESSONS FROM HABAXKUY.

A. The ability to doubt is Godvglven. Some things need to be doubted. ''He who
hasn't doubted hasu't half believed.™

B. The greatest faith comes from struggle with doubt,

1. Gideon started out with questions and doubt but endad up with great faith.
(Jud, S5y, b2 /A~

2. The Psaluist asked "where is thy God?" (Psa. 42:3) but end up with "hove
thou in God."” (Poh, 42:11)

3. Jeramlah askgdg Wy ! Nhj. but was assured by Ged (Jer. 15:15-21).

4. John the Baptist (Mt. 11); Nathanael (Jn. 1:47ff).

C. '"Every man raises questions of the justice of God (or of life itself, which is the
same question) when he falls into adversity: 'Why did it happen to me?' Even
when he admits he is evil, he asks, 'Am I this evil? Do I deserve all this.’

In a2 sctting where one postulatv“ the ompnipotence, the monotheism, and the justice
of God, the problem becomes all the morc acute.'” {(Minor Prophets, Lewis, p. 61).

QUESTIONS ON LES3OI ©
THE MINOR PROPHETS - ZABAKKUK

THOUCHT & DISCUSSION:

1. What is the first basic guestion raised by Habakkuk?
q y

[
d

2, What ia God's answer to Habakkuk's guestion?
e I

3. vhat made it hard for Habakkuk to understand God sllowing Babylon to punish Judah?

4. Have you ever asked Habakkuk's ‘why?" Under what circumstances?

5. What is the proper attitude of the Christian in the face of ruthless power?

5, wWnere did Eabakkuk wait for God's answer?

7. Do you really believe the Bible teaches that evil has within it the germs of its own

self-destructicn?
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8.

TE

i

Name f£ive woes pronounced by Habakkuk.

€,

3

-

5

What does the expression “the jus

t shall live by faith’

ne

L4y

Uy 4id Habakkuk tell all the earth to keep silence?
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‘ntroduction

B.

The Book of HABAKKUK

The human personality 1s an endless study for no two people are exactly alike, no two
minds react in exactly the same way. Each individual is unique in his/her own way. No
place is this any better observed than in the inspired writings of the Bible authors.
Each writer is cognizanL'uf Divine inspiration and each give solid evidence of it (Isa.
51:16; Jer. 1:9); yet their inspiration does not extend past their own individuality.

1. For example: we sec thc tender-heartedness of a Jeremiah, the country farmish

_ speech of a Amos, the puetical musical interest of a David, the professional phy-
.sicians terminology of a Luke, and the language of a simple fisherman in a Peter, -
all beautifully reflected even in the midst of verbal Divine inspiration.

2. Yes, inspiration does not swamp individuality, but leaves ample room for it. Each
Bible writer has his own distinguishing characteristics, distinctive contributions,
and own individuality. This is especially true of Habakkuk.

a. Unlike all the oilier prophets, Habakkuk does not address his own countrymen or
_a foreign peopie. His speech is to God alone. ,
b. Unlike the other prophets, he is not so much concerned with delivering a message
as with solving a paoblem - a problem relating to Jehovah's providence and-power
in governing the nations. '

Looking araund his native Judah, Habakkug_ggiggxgﬁ,yiolence and injustice on every hand.
what he sees causes him to cry out €0 God with his perplexing questions:

 MYhy are the wicked prospening in your nation, Load?"
"Why are the righteous beaten down?"
"hy don't you do aomething to aight the waongs ol aocilety?"

1. God's reply is even more shocking than the sinful conditions in Judah:

"7 am doing something, HabakkuR. 'ﬂiam about to wse a nation
[:> even more conwupt than Judah - the Chaldeans - to cleanse My
pevple of thein wicked ways." ;
|

2. In stunned disbelief Habakkuk responds:

K> WWow in the name of holiness and Lairness can you do that, Load?"

3. The Lord's patient rcsponce to the prophet's question serves as the key to the book
and ;nggeason_ﬁgzwits_inglusion_;g_the sacred canon.

Cc. Like Nahum, we have little biographical information supplied about Habakkuk. However,
we can be fairly certain of the time when he wrote. We are told that it was when the
Chaldeans were rising to power (1:6). It was not until Nineveh had been destroyed
(612 B.C.) that Babylon ascerted herself to world domination. We are told that Babylon
would inflict Judah. That. did not occur until 606 B.C.

1. Therefore, we conclude that Habakkuk was an early contemporary of Jeremiah and

© wrote between 672 and 606 8.C.

5. “The focus of Habakkuk's problem and prophecy was Babylon. Of the enemies that af-
flicted the covenant people, three were outstanding - the Edomites, the Assyrians,
and the Chaldeans, or Dabylonians. Interestingly enough, it*was given to three of
the Hebrew proplets to pronounce the doom of these th¢y¢ world powers.

a. Obadiah sealed the fate of Edom.
b. Nahum tolled the knell over Assyria. And...
c. Habakkuk dug the grave for Babylon.
i
1. HABAKKUK - THE PROBLEM, THE ANSWER

A. The Problem: Joubting. Thgﬂpxgblamwgfﬂdoubting»Jchovahﬂdidwnotmbegin~withwﬂabakkuk
nor did it end with the apostle Thomas. In fact, I feel safe in concluding that all
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Christians at some point in their spiritual development have been faced with nag-
. ging questions and doubts about the faith they espouse. '

1. Js the Bible really the inspined wond of God? Did miracles actually occun as
the Bible affiamms they did? What about salvation? And heaven...and hell? Why
has God allowed sickness to inflict my body on that of my friend? And why did
He allow vur doved one to be taken? 'Why do J have these times in my Life when
J get depressed and despondent? Why does God allow this odd wordd of sin and
shame. to go on? Why...? :

2. We all have had our misgivings aboul those questions and many more.—The-question
is = How do we deal with doubt? How do we seek a solution and overcome them?
a. Habakkuk has the answerl

B. The Answer: Fgith, Habakkuk tells us that God loves the doubier. He does not care
for tbgmgg§p§;gigg“gpubter7Like a Judas or a Demas but, rather, He appreciates the

honest doubter who will tuan Lo Him in faith with his persistent problems and con-
tinual questions. :
1. Yes, Habakkuk-tells us that the answer to solving doubt is F*A*I*T*H and con-

fidence in Jehovah. It is that message which runs throughout the book (2:4).

II. THE QUTLINE

A. This brief prophecy of Habakkuk puts into words a struggle of doubt and a triumph of
faith which took place in the soul of the prophet himself. It begins with a sob of
doubt. It ends with a song of trust.

1. There are three chapters and a corresponding three points of the prophet.

The Righteous Will Live By Faith

I. A BURDEN: Faith Grappling With A Problem, ch.1-2:1
II. A VISION: Faith Grasping The Solution, ch.2
. III. A PRAYER: Faith Glorying In Assurance, ch.3

L 2.-. Thus we have: The BURDEN (71:1)
' The VISTON (2:2)

. \The PRAYER (3:1)

III. A BURDEN: FAITH GRAPPLING WITH A PROBLEM

A. A Two-Fold Problem or Faith SLgALng. Here is a prophet in the agony of perplexity.
He is beset by a double enigma of Divine providence that he does not understand.
W 1. _FIRST DOUBT, 1:1-4. "Load, why don't you do suvmething about the evil in Judah?"

© Habakkuk's problem was the silence, inactivity, and apparent unconcern of God.

Violence abounded; wickedness was common-place; justice was preverted - and to

the conscientious prophet, God was doing nothing!

a. LtﬁmightabgmﬂgzxnwhilﬁwtoHnote;xhath;ng,QéMldwfagedwthewsamewdoubtmin
Psalm 73 .- "Why do the wicked prosper?” His solution to his concern comes
in verses 25-28. Habakkuk would have to reach that same conclusion.. -

2. Jehovah addresscs the prophets problem in verses 5-6. This, howcver, to the
distraught Habalkuk, only solved thc one problem by raising a still bigger one.

3. SECOND DOUBT, 1:12-13. Certainly the judgement coming to Judah was deserved -
but why would God punish Judah at the hands of a people far more wicked and
ruthless than the Jews ever dreamed of being?

a. Such was a shock to the prophet and proved hard for him to reconcile with
his belief in the righteousness of God's judgement over the nations. ,

b. This is the burden of the confused prophet. What did he do? Did he give up
in despair and turn his back upon Jehovah? No sir! He did what each of us
must do - he waited patiently for Jehovah's responce (Ael).

B UL R

W\

—

IV. A VISION: FAITH GRASPING'THE SOLUTION

A. A Two-Fold Promise or Faith Seeing. llere Jehovah makbs two great pledges to the
prophet:
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3.

2nd Promise

1st Promise 3;_/1 e nighteous will live byfaith—{(verse-4)

The eanth shall be Lilled with the Rnuwledge ot the giodd
ol the Load (verse 14)

Promise number one is so significant that it is quoted no less than three times
In the New Testament. See Romans 1:17; Gal. 3:11; Heb. 10:38). These are not

mere empty incidental words but,-rather.:;hgyﬂfopm_the_hggit_nmeldwxasxamgnt
godliness and New Testament Christianity. The words look beyond the outward to

ibgv;ﬂggadlgbgygngﬁ£b£;9h¥§LQQLﬁLQ,thQWAPQQQQAQQL«aﬂdﬂhgygndwtheﬂpnesent“to_ihe

futune and the etewral.

a. What God is saying is this: "Yes, Habakkuk, your estimate ot the Chaldean
is night; but though J wse him to chastise My people, he himself shall be
brought to destruction in the end; and although in the present the nighteows
suttern at the hands of the wicked, yet the nighteous shall never pernish in
the end Like the wicked, but shall live becauwse of thein faith and becawse
that one day the earth will be Lilled with the knowledge of the Lord.”

He!,‘?._.-wthg!l...(i#,,S_,;J,,§ﬁwzth@Pl,,§,,.,,éD§ﬂ92,,,119_?9,&1‘.9lﬁxingi,pr_le,e.ms,,for-whichﬁ_(”to, us

at least) there appears no logical answer: FAITHL

a. Even if you don't understand why the wicked prosper...Even if you don't com-
prehend about Babylon...Even if you don't understand what happens to the
righteous - you must operate on the principle of faith.

b. God was not asking Habakkuk to understand all the "whys" behind his workings;
Hgﬂgimplthantnd_HisﬂscryantwtaﬁtnustmﬁullyﬁinﬁHis_contnnlﬁand¥tguuglk by
faith. ~_And, does He expect any less from us?

Finally, faith will lead to SIGHT. Notice what would happen to Babylon (2:6-20).

Here are the five "woes’ which would cause her demise: i

a. Their lust for Ambition, vs.6 +

b. Their lust for Security, vs.9 e

¢. Their lust for Human Gloay, vs.1l2

d. Their lust for &nticement, vs.15

e. Their lust for Jdodatry, vs.19
1) Becausc of their sins they too would be Jjudged.

Yg;ggé20drgmind§kg§MLhaL“i§mi§A§h§#L9DQLsWbusiness,to,speak,apgﬂours to listen.

He commands-and we act. He communicates and we then operate based upon the in-

formation He in His infinate wisdom feels we need.

V. PRAYER: FAITH GLORYING IN ASSURANCE c)\.i_

A.

A Two-Fold Product or Faith Singing. Here is Habakkuk's two-fold product of faith:

(1) he praises Jehovah for the past and (2) places confidence in Him for the future.

1.

Thus, we have gone from faith SIGHING to SEEING and now to SINGING. And how is that
possible with us?

We too must come to respect God, verse 2a. Habakkuk had begun by questioning
Tenhovah. Now that faith has brought understanding the prophet resigns himself
to a recognition of his inferiority and God's superiority. That is where we
each.must start. ‘

We too must see the activity of God and realize it is right, verse 2b. Now he
no longer doubts but, rather, places full assurance in God's plan. "O load,
revive Thy wosk..." And why such a statement? Because the prophet now under-

’ atands<thét Jehovgﬂ}s‘agzk is right! See Deut. 6:24-25.

We too must realize His glory, verse 3-4. How glorious God becomes when we see
His providence at work to bring about His plan. There is no glory like God's
glory.

We too must appreciate His wrath, verse 5-7. Habakkuk needed to learn that

. Babylon was used only as an instrument for the salvation of his people. Had

Judah continued down the pathway of sinful degradation the end would have been
one of total destruction. lle now understands. He had grown to appreciate God's
discipline. See lleb. 12:6-11.
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Habakluk's Five-Step Process: Faom Sobbing Ooubts To Trwsting laith.

B.

1. He wgﬁﬁmﬁgﬁﬁggwﬁliﬂwhi§mdgghtﬁwgndwfnustnations, 1:2.

2. He had patience to wait for Jehovah's answer, 2:1. (See Jer. 10:23; Isa. 55:8-9).

3. He praised and glorified God when his prayer was answered, 3:3.

4. .EE:E§§“ﬂiLLLQg_§Q~h§arﬂthn_punishmentﬂhisgfaithddgmandgd, Js1Ts

5. i“}ie_/uas*uihl;_i_gg__ta_malsem&_t_c&a_l_»_cgmni,tmcnt to the Lord, 3:18-19.

a. Here is Habakkuk turning over his life totally and completely to God. He
says in esscnce: "Load, here is the cup of my Lite - you Ll Lt up any way
you wish and J'LL daink it down. Be it glony on shame, health o weaknesas,
wealth on want, companionship oa donliness - whatevern i3 best fon my Life,
whatever it takes foa me to be aaved, whateven it takes fon me to realize
my utter dependence upon you - O Lozd, you LU it up and J'UL dednk Lt
down and J'4L be faithful to Thee no matter what!"

b. Jesus taught the same principle of total commitment in Luke 9:23 and 14:25-28.
Too many times I'm afraid we want to be Christians on our terms instead of
God's. Habakkuk learned that il dosen't work thal way. o

C. If there is anything we need to do it is to emulate the example of the humble

Habakkuk. True, faith may still have some problems. True, there may be some

enigmas that we, like him, do not understand. Yet, we must follow his example of

dealing with doubt and learn to put our trust in the Almighty and walk by faith
with Him down the avenues of life.

1. .Yes, if Habakkuk's day seemed draped with deepening doubts, even more does our
own. This little book tells us not to judge merely by the appearances of the
present, but to look to the futurc . _Yes, our great God is working out great
‘purposes in order to bring about great promises for the future for llis people.

".2. _And how do we know this? Look up Rom. 4:20-21; Heb. 10:38; 11:11 sometime for
the answer. PR
z _— ' /
.nclusion

L.

People say that God does not speak to men today as He did long ago. While that is
correct, a truer statement would be that men do not listen today as they did of old.
To the man who waits-and listens, God does not remain silent. The Savior said:

"Ask, and it shall be given o you; seek and
and you shall find; knock and it shall be opened
to you. Fon every one who asks neceives, and
he who seehs Linds, and o him who knocka it

shall be opened.

God does answer prayer. He may not give us the answer we would like to hear - nor
does He have to. lle may not tell us the why of His timing or liis will - nor does
He have to. He simply wanted His servant to trust completely in His control and to
walk by faith. And that is what He asks of you!

when Habakkuk looked as circumstances he was in despair. When he waited and heard God
he began to sing. Let us never forget,

THE QUST SHALL LIVE BY FATTH!
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Zephaniah:

“| will search Jerusalem with lamps” (Zephaniah 1: 12) - Lessons from the
Day of the Lord

Ritchie Ares Dona

After the downfall of the Northern kingdom, Zephaniah preached to Judah. Zephaniah was
one of the first of the three prophets to preach to Judah. His name means “the Lord hid”
which corresponds with the declaration of the tenderness of the love of God for the
remnant of Israel, “the afflicted and poor people,” whom God would “leave in the midst of
them” (3:12). Zephaniah seems to converge in the love of God for the remnant of His
people. The remnant He calls the «undesirable nation” (2:1). The remnants are those who
walk faithfully in the Lord or who have turn away from wickedness. The Lord with will hid
the remnant when He said, “It may be that you will be hidden in that day of the Lord’s
anger” (2:3). Zephaniah foretells of a sifting time, when God will take away the proud
among her (3:11-12), yet there follows the largeness of the Gospel promise and of love

(3:12-17). Zephaniah’s name speaks of God’s protections and promises for the remnant of
Israel.

The theme of the book of Zephaniah is the “for the day of the Lord is at hand” (1:7).
Zephaniah’s message vividly speaks of the terror of a people and nations without God. On
the same token, from judgement, God shows His incredible Divine love. Since time began,
God has been very clear to His people, He hates evil and blesses those who obey Him.
The message is that all hope is not gone even though the judgment day is near. Like many
prophets, Zephaniah emphasises the point that God does not forget those who do not
forget Him. A promise is given to a nation whose God is their Lord (Psalm 33:12).

King Hezekiah was Zephaniah’s great-great-grandfather (1:1). Due to his royal lineage one
may call him the royal prophet. He was contemporary with Jeremiah, as were Nahum and
Habakkuk. Zephaniah prophesied in the days of king Josiah. Josiah became king at the
age of eight. In the early days of Josiah, idolatry and anything to do with wickedness filled
the land. Josiah was a good king. The scripture described his ways, “he did not turn aside
to the right hand or to the left” (2 Kings 22:2). At the age of sixteen Josiah began to seek
the Lord and the age of twenty he began to purge the land of idolatry. In 621 B.C. after the
“book of the law” was found by Hilkiah the high priest, Josiah led an extensive series of
religious and social reforms (2 Kings 22-23). Zephaniah may have prophesied before or
during these reformations. Zephaniah’s message was for the people who had departed the
true worship to God. The people seem to be happy in their sins. The depth of idolatry and
sin in the land it seems not possible for this people to turn. Only the remnant had the hope
given to them. Josiah’s reforms were short-lived. The nation soon returned to its wicked
ways.

Zephaniah proclaimed the coming “day of the Lord” (1:7,14-16). His description was
powerfully clear that an assyriologist George Adam Smith wrote, “No hotter book lies in all
the Old Testament.” The judgment or the day of the Lord was truly great. However, the
book ends on an encouraging message concerning the future. Josiah’s reformation did not
go far enough in the minds and hearts of the people. One may destroy what causes
people to sin, however, if the heart is not change then reformation serves a little. The
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prophet’s duty was to preach to the hearts of the people. “They needed to see the real
problem was within themselves” (Petrillo, p.48).

God’s punishment toward the wicked: Judah — 1:1-2:3

The Lord will consume everything (1:2-3). In this first section Zephaniah encouraged
people to look within. “I will utterly consume all things from the face of the ground, saith
Jehovah” (1:2). Utterly consume all things literally “sweep away” or “scrape off utterly”. The
Lord’s consummation is not with partiality or limitation. This phrase speaks of the in
incredible warning of the great day coming. Here the Lord speaks “expressing the utter
final consumption of all things” (Barnes). The expression of the Lord’s words shows the
intensity of His judgements. The Lord will consume man, beast, birds of the heavens, fish
of the sea, and He will even consume idols that made Judah stumble (1:3). “I will cut off
man from the face of the ground” was used in the days of Noah. The Lord said to said to
Noah, “l will destroy from the face of the earth all living things that | have made” (Genesis
7:4). God was true to His words. With the flood God destroyed the face of the earth. The
same warning of judgement was used against disobeying the Lord. After given the Ten
Commandments in the wilderness God warned them about disobedience when He said,
“for Jehovah thy God in the midst of thee is a jealous God, lest the anger of Jehovah thy
God be kindled against thee, and He destroy thee from off the face of the
earth” (Deuteronomy 6:15). These incredible warnings against sin have been given since
the beginning of time. The affect of man’s sins is powerful. The Lord’s creation has been
affected because of man’s sin. In Noah’s days, every living thing on earth was destroyed
because man would not turn away from sin. Fools who do not believe in God blame God
for the calamities and sufferings in the world. How foolish are these people. Man brings sin
causing sufferings and blame God for their action.

The Lord will judge Judah because of idolatry (1:4-6). “I will stretch out My hand upon
Judah” (1:4), this shows the Lord’s destruction against Judah. The idolatrous ways of
Judah and Jerusalem is causing the Lord’s wrath to come upon them. The Lord will cut off
the remnant of Baal worship. According to commentators that there still remains of Baal
worship, which Josiah was not able to utterly eradicate in remote places (Jamieson,
Fausset, and Brown). Baal worship has been a problem with the children of Israel from the
time of the Judges (Judges 2:13). This is a powerful warning about not completely
eradicating one’s sins. A Christian cannot live a Christ life while enjoying a littie bit of sin.
As anything, a little seed of sin grows and brings destruction (James 1:15). God will cut
idolatrous priests. These idolatrous priests were of the Levitical family who were supposed
to be priests serving God. However, these priests appointed by the Jewish kings serve
Baal. It is a warning to preachers and teachers of God who are unfaithful will rightly be
rewarded with God’s wrath. God will cut off star worshippers and false swearers (those
who have divided loyalties). God will cut off those who have turn their back from following
the Lord. “These were priests claimed to worship the Lord but worship the Baalim
(plural)” (Petrillo, p.51). These priests will be cut off because they have not sought the Lord
or inquire of Him. So many Christians have turned their backs on the Lord because they
have not sought nor inquire of Him. Our faithfulness depends on our diligence to seek
God. Without diligence it is impossible to “add” to our life faith, virtue, knowledge, self-
control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love (2 Peter 1:5-7, cf. Hebrews
6:11). Our worship to God must be with all diligence (cf. 2 Corinthian 8:7). Drifting away
from the Lord instruction is caused by laziness. We can easily be guilty of the idolatry of
these priests if we are not diligent enough to seek or inquire of the Lord. We are not to be
“lagging in diligence” as Paul instructed all Christians (Romans 12:11).
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The Lord will punish those of the royal family and the rich (1:7-9). On the great day of the
Lord, boasters will be silenced. He will punish the princes and the king’s children. The Lord
will disable the economy of the kingdom (1:10-11). He will also punish the commerce of
Jerusalem (1:12-13). In everyway the Lord will destroy them. The prophet announces a
universal and all-consuming judgment with special mention and attention given to Judah.

The great day of the Lord is near. On this great day Judah and Jerusalem will be affected
(1:7-13). The punishment will be upon the princes and king’s children and upon those who
are full of violence and deceit. There will be wailing and mourning at the northern wall
(Fish Gate). The Lord will search out and punish the complacent. They will be punished
because they disregarded the Lord and said they were not afraid of any distribution from
the Lord. The complacency of the people said in their hearts, “The Lord will not do good,
nor will He do evil’ (1:12). This is the summary of the people’s hearts that have become
hardened. These people imply that God is not going to do anything so they are not worried
about anything. Complacency comes 1o the hearts that think all things are well and we do
not need God. This is a powerful lesson about complacency. From the moment we get too
comfortable and say in our hearts we do not need God is the moment we drift away from
Him. Before the great day, the Lord will search and punish these people mentioned above.
The great day is coming and Zephaniah described with urgency in his tone (1:14-18). The
day is near and hastens quickly. 1t is describes as the day of devastation, desolation,
darkness, and distress. This great day will be so severe that nothing can save them from
the Lord’s wrath, not even silver or gold. This is an incredible reminder of nations who
trust in their wealth. Nations who hold world power because of their wealth will crumble like
dust if they forget God.

The Lord God calls them to repent before that great day of His wrath comes upon them
(2:1-2). The nature of God’s mercy is that He continues to warn them through His prophets
of the impending disaster. We often forget that through God’s judgment is His love to
redeem them. He wants them to seek the Lord, to seek righteousness, and to seek
humility (2:3). Humility is what will save them. A humble person carries out God’s
ordinances. Humility describes the one who submits to the will of another. In this case, the
blessing comes from submitting to God’s will. Seek the Lord, seek righteousness, and
seek humility all of these convey activity on the part of the person. The Lord’s instruction
will only work to those who have a humble heart, seeking that which is from the Lord, and
to seek His right ways or seek His wisdom. Observing the evangelism in Tasmania, | have
noticed that people are full of pride. | have understood the power of humility. It is hard and
almost impossible to obey the Lord without humility (cf. 1 Peter 5:5, Proverbs 22:4).

Punishment toward the wicked nations surrounding Judah - 2:4-3:7

The Lord will punish nations on East and West. Having Zephaniah to cause Israel to look
within them, he is now prompt the people to look around them. It has been the history of
Israel to seek other nations’ help. God will punish them as well. He will punish Philistinian
cities (2:4-7). lts cities will be made desolate and the inhabitants destroyed. “The coast will
be for the remnant” (2.7).

“This statement speaks of the small group of faithful people who return from

captivity. 42, 360 returned. ‘The remnant’ — the faithful few (1:4, 2.7,9; 3:13.

They will be able to lie down and rest, and the Lord will take care of them.

He will restore their fortune. This was fulfilled when they returned to the

Lord” (Petrillo, p.54).
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The Lord will punish Moab and Ammon (2:8-11). They shall be like Sodom and Gomorrah
because of their pride and for insulting God’s people. God make an oath to Himself when
He said, “As | live” (2:9). This confirms with surety that He will destroy both nations. Both
nations will overrun with weeds and salt pits. “Nelson Gluek, a Jewish archaeologist, has
discovered 100’s cities that were desolated with salt pits” (Petrillo, p.55). The sin of these
cities was their pride (Isaiah 16:6, Jeremiah 29). From the sin of pride all things flow from it
(cf. Proverbs 16:18).

The Lord will punish nations on south and north of Judah (2:12-15). Ethiopia will be slain
by the sword. This was fulfilled when Nebuchadnezer conquered Egypt, 536 B.C. The
Lord used Nebuchadnezer as His instrument. The Lord refers to him as His sword, rod,
and servant throughout scripture. Assyria with its capital Nineveh will become desolate.
Nebuchadnezer destroyed Nineveh in 612 B.C. What was once a powerful city now is
place mocked. God raises one nation to become great in order to punish another nation.
On a smaller scale of territory, sometimes God uses our own brethren, friends, and family
to punish us. Whom the Father loves him He corrects (Proverbs 3:12).

Woe is pronounced to Jerusalem. She has rebelled against the Lord (3:1-5). She has not
obeyed the voice of the Lord to draw near to Him and appeal for His help (James 4:8). Her
civil and religious leaders are like lions and wolves, insolent and doing violence to the Law.
The unjust know no shame. However, in contrast the Lord is righteous and never fails in
His justice. There were three things Jerusalem and Judah trusted. She trusted in false
gods, military strength, and alliances with foreign powers. Neither of these can help them,
the Lord will destroy all. She also ignored God’s judgment upon other nations (3:6-7).
Judgments upon other nations would have prompted her to receive God’s instruction.
They could not receive God’s instruction because the people were corrupted in all their
deeds.

Punishment serves to teach God’s love and mercy toward the faithful — 3:8-30

They are to wait upon the Lord. Zephaniah is appealing to the righteous few because He
is going to come and bring vengeance. Zephaniah ends his message with a look beyond.
“To wait for the Lord is to put your trust in Him” (Petrillo, p.57). The faithful are told to wait
for the Lord to carry out His judgment (3:8). There is a wonderful promise to those who
wait on the Lord. “Wait on the Lord; be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your
heart; wait, | say, on the Lord!” (Psalm 27:14).

After judgment, God will restore His peoples a “pure language” to worship and serve Him
in one accord (3:9). The remnant who are scattered will eventually come back and worship
God. God will be worship, however, He demand it to be done according to His will. Israel
the dispersed shall bring offerings from afar (3:10). God will remove the proud from His
“holy mountain”, leaving a meek and humble people will trust and rest in the Lord
(3:11-13). This is possible through the Gospel of Christ. Their sins are forgiven. “The
remnant of Israel will do no wrong and tell no lies” (3:13). There will be no more deceit in
the mouths of the people. No one will cause them to worry because they will be able to lie
down and they will be fed.

Since the promise of restoration was pronounce to the remnant, there will joy in

Jerusalem. For the Lord will remove their judgments and their enemies (3:14-15). They

would not have to fear disaster since He has cleared away their enemies. For the Lord will

be in their midst, providing them with gladness, love and singing (3:16-17). God is happy

when people trust Him. The Lord will give them great assurance (3:18-20). God will gather
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who sorrow over the reproach of His people. God will deal with those who afflicted His
people. This assurance is applicable to all Christians. There will be time when our faith is
mocked and ridiculed. Be assured, whatever the assault may be, God will deal with them.
God will gather those who have been driven out and give them fame and praise. For those
who have been affected by the sins of others and remain faithful one will prosper.

The message of Zephanuah is simple: Judgment is coming; however blessing will follow
for those who heed the warning to repent. It was a message that would comfort the
remnant taken away into Babylonian captivity. It was a message that perhaps had an initial
fulfillment following their restoration under Zerubbbabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah. The
ultimate fulfillment pertains to the age of the Messiah. Began with the establishment of His
spiritual kingdom, the church. Into which God is gathering His people (1 Thessalonians
2:12). In which we enjoy the presence of God and His blessings (Hebrews 12:22-24). In
which will end when Christ comes again (Revelation 21:1-22:5). The message of the
apostles is very much the same today when it was first written. The “day of the Lord”,
which Zephaniah’s day was a type, is coming (2 Peter 3:7-10). As God’s people are we
ready for the second coming the great and final day, the Judgment Day? Many died
because of complacency. Already, there are many Christians who are becoming lazy in
their service to the Lord. God’s people are admonished to remain faithful (2 Peter
3:11-14). Hope of salvation is given to those who seek the Lord, seek righteousness, and
has a humble heart.

“Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, s0 that times of
refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that He may send Jesus Christ,
who was preached to you before, whom heaven must receive until the times of restoration
of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world
began” (Acts 3:19-21).
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The Book of ZEPHANTAH

Introduction
We now come to the thirty sixth book in the 0ld Testament collection - the brief (and
probably unfamiliar) three chapter prophecy of Zephaniah. Perhaps no prophet ever gave
a more definite declaration against sin than did Zephaniah. Perhaps no prophet ever
painted a more terrifying picture of the judgement of Jehovah than did he. And perhaps
no prophet ever showed the unseparable connection between God's discipline and God's
love than did this man.
1. His book opens with the terrors of divine retribution and closes with the sweetest
love song of the 0ld Testament. ’ '
a. It is a book of contrasts. It is a book that takes us from judgement to joy.
It is a book that graphically illustrates love's passionate anger; love's pa-
tient purpose; and love's ultimate perfecting.
b. It is a book that desparately needs our attention and our time.

B. During Judah's hectic political and religious history, reform would come from time to
time. In fact, Zephaniah's forceful preaching may have been a factor in one such revival
during Josiah's reign - a 'revival" which produced only outward change while failing to
remove the inward heart of corruption with characterized the nation's leaders and people.
1. And, so, Zephaniah hammers home his message repeatedly that the "day of the Load" -

Judgement Day - is coming, when God would deal with the nation's malignant sin.
However, after the chastening process is complete, blessing will come in the person
of the Messiah, whowillbe the cause of praise and rejoicing.

BODY _ _ |
I. THE WHO, WHEN & WHAT :

A. The Who. Read 1:1 as Zephaniah introduces himself to us. He is a prince of the
house of David and a prophet of royal descent,being the great-great grandson of the
gadly ‘king Hezekiah (not "Hizkiah" as in the King James Version).

1. It is easy to understand why Zephaniah would trace his lineage back to a king
like Hezekiah. He is obviously grateful to be a descendant of one of Judah's
greatest and godliest leaders.

a. 2 Kings 18:1-6 serves as a summary of the life of Zephaniah's great-great
grandfather.

B. The When. Zephaniah also tells us when he prophesied - "in the days of Josiah”
(vs.1). Josiah reigned from 640 B.C. to 609 B.C. and was the last righteous ruler
of Judah. It was during his reign that Jeremiah began his work (Jer. 1:2), thus
making Jeremiah and Zephaniah early contemporaries.

1. It was Josiah who attempted.a last ditch effort at spiritual reformation among
the people, but it was only that - a reformation and not a restoration. However,
it we read between the lines we can well eppreciate that king Josiah, in his
noble attempt, would have had the support of his prophet-cousin Zephaniah.

a. And who knows - perhaps Josiah's reforms originated with his cousin, who be-
éause of his lineage, would have the intimate influence of a relative in
the royal house.

C. The What. There is something a bit pathetic about Josiah's religious reforms. OQut-
wardly they were impressive (as evidenced in 2 Kings 23), but inwardly they were far
from what was needed. It was an outward reformation sponsored by the king, rather
than a real spiritual revival among the people themselves. The people followed,

yes, but only because the king led. There was no genuine heart repentance. Reform-
ation but no regeneration. See Jeremiah 3:0,10.

1.. The effort by Josiah never quite made it to the undercurrent of the nation's
life. And, so, the stream of sin flowed on unchecked. Judgement was unavoid-
able.

2. Perhaps it is unteresting to note that Zephaniah makes no reference to the re-
formation in these chapters. His discerning eye left him no doubt as to the
real condition of the nation's character. He saw past the facade, the pretend
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II.

[1I.

and the veneer. As a rdsult, he gol right to the point of exposing the trans-

gressions and pollutions of his day; and with a stern disposition and an in-

flammed fury he warns his people of the hastening 'Day of Jehovah' with 1its
tornado of Divine wrath. :

a. Here is judgement against Judah unparalled among the prophets.

3. One more thing of interest concerns the age of Zephaniah. King Josiah was eight
when he began to reign, sixteen when he began to seek after Jehovah, and only
twenty when he began to purge and purify Judah. It has been suggested that
Zephaniah was about the same age as Josiah, if not a little younger.

a. Here is a young king and a young preacher trying desparately to “zememben
thein Creaton in the days of thein youth.” Someone may remark, "But it's
difticult ton todays teenagens!” Question: Do you think it was easy then?

b. Here were two young men living amidst iniquity and immorality, idolatry and

impurity of every sort. They faced temptations.... and peer pressures....
and difficult decisions too. You are not alone. There have been others who
have been where you are and who have pledged their fidelty to God and who
have remained faithful. It isn't easy. It never has been. But it is pos-
sible - and here are two teenagers who proved it.
1) Two teenagers who through their religious influence almost turned an
entire nation back to God.

ZEPHANIAH'S THREEFOLD MESSAGE

A. Let's carefully observe the main movements and central message of this brief book.
It has three parts which, unfortunately, do not coincide with the three chapters.
1. Part one (1:1-2:3) announces that judgement is coming on Judah. Part two (2:4-
3:8) declares that judgement is coming, as well, to the surrounding nations.
And finally, in part three, the prophet is not just looking within, at Jerusalem,
nor looking awund, at the other nations; he is looking beyond tov the Messianic
kingdom and the exalted blessings offered in Christ.

2. Here is what we have:
IR

From Judgement to Joy
AR

I. LOOK WITHINI  Judgement coming on Judah, 1:1-2:3
II. LOCK AROUND!  Judgement cuming on the nations, 2:4-3:8
III. LOOK BEYOND!  Judgement gives way to glony, 3:9-20

B. The key thought in Zephaniah is not so much in any one verse as in the contrast be-
tween the very first verse (after the introduction) and the very last.

First Verse Last Verse
"7 will wtterly consume’

Here is the fierce-fire of judgement

"7 will give you nenown, pralse
and J will restone...”

Here is the final fulness of blessing

to

1. God has a'glorious end and purpose in view for Zephaniah's people; but even that
noble goal cannot be attained at the expense of Divine justice. God does not,

will not, and did not then excuse sin. .Present sin must be equated by present
Jjudgement. A

2. Yet, after smiting with retribution, there will come the smiling of restoration.
- Joy will follow judgement. He judges (3:5) - but judgement eventually brings

joy (3:17).
INSIGHT: A CLOSER INSPECTION

A. Look Withinl 1:2-3 - Zephaniah begins with an unpopular examination of Judah's sins.
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Here was a man who saw past the sudden new burst of religious activity, and judged
it for what it really was worth. He lovked out on these who really nodded an arti-
ficial respect for Jehovah simply to appease the king, and seeing the tragic farce
of unconcern and knowing that the biggest calamity ever known to Israel was knocking
at the door - he cried to his countrymen: “The day of the Load is nearn!” (1:7).

And why?

Listen to Zephaniah's six point denunciation of Judah:

1. =Guilty because of idolatry, 1:4. The religious reforms of Josiah were not enough
for they failed to get to the Acarnt of the problem, And the problem was their
heart! See Ezek. 14:3. .

2.~ Guilty becawse of preverted woaship, 1:5a. See John 4:24 for the three Divine
requirements for acceptable worship.

Guilty becawse of mixed neligion, 1:5b. Here were those who were attempting to
serve God and gods concurrently and Jchovah wasn't buying it! Remember the first
Mosaical commandment?

Guilty becawse of backaliding, 1:6a. Josiah's spiritual attempt had impressed

a few, but the impression failed to stick. For God's attitude toward spiritual
apostacy, see 2 Peter 2:22.... and didn't Jesus address backsliding in Luke 9:62?
Guilty becauwse of apathy, 1:6b. Here were people who just didn't care. They
were spiritually indifferent. They went through the motions - but that's all
they were - motions. Verse 12 reveals them to be "atagnant in apialt. "

J.»

a.

The term 'stagnant" has to be one of the ugliest words in the English lan-
guage. It conjures up a picture of a body of water that is dull, motionless,
inactive and foul. We call it scum water. That's the picture God paints of
the apathetic, indifferent, unconcerned Christian. He has remaines motion-
less. He has allowed the scum of apathy to cover him rendering him foul.

He may continue to '"go through the motions,' play church, and pretend at
Christianity - but God knows his heart and renders him "stagnant in spirni N
Didn't John speak of a church in Asia like that?

When it comes to responding to spiritual truth, there are three 'temperatures™
of indivduals - HOT (responsive), COLD {rebellious), and LUKEWARM (indifferent)
God rewards the hot, reaches out to the cold, but rejects the lukewarm.

What would Zephaniah have to say about your “spinitual temperature?” Are you
stimulated to greater action by God's word, or stagnant toward it?

Guilty because of doss of distinction, 1:8. lere were folks who wanted to be
like their irreligious neighbors. They forgot that Jehovah's people are to be
distinct, separate and holy (1 Pet. 2:9).

a.

b.
c.

Now take a look back over Zephaniah's list. Isn't it a good thing that the
0ld Testament isn't applicable and profitable? That's what some people be-
lieve. I tend to think otherwise - do you?

See verses 14-17 for the fundamental reason for coming judgement.

This section ends with a last minute appeal for penitence in 3:1-3.

B. Look Around! Judah would not be the only nation on the receiving end of Jehovah's
judgement. Zephaniah first turns West to Philistia (2:4-7). Then he turns &asz to
~ Moab and Ammon (2:8-11). Then he turns South to Ethopia (2:12). Finally, he turns
. Noath to Nineveh and Assyria (2:13-15). Peter seems to summarize this section well
in 1 Pet. 4:17-18.
Part two ends with a final word to Jerusalem, the point being that if God so
smites the surrounding nations, how certainly will He smite the people of Judah
who have been privileged above all others. Privileges invoke responsibility.
Judah failed to appreciate the one and failed to carry out the other. Here were
three areas of her greatest failure:

1.

L3

a.

b.

c.

Failure of attitude, 3:1. Note the terms describing the national disposition.
Failure of action, 3:2. She obeyed not...received not...trusted not...and
drew not...

Failune of leadens, 3:3. A natlion is seldom stronger than its leaders.
Wouldn't that be applicable to a church as well?

. And finally, Jehovah's tender appeal - "Wait foa Me!" Hence will follow good

news for the faitnful. Judgement will be turned into joy...
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C. Look Beyond! Beginning is 3:9 the prophet looks beyond to the dawn of the
Messianic day in which all men would have:
1. One language, 3:9a. See Heb. 13:15-16. And what would it mean to "call on zhe
 name of the Load?"’ See Acts 22:16.
'2. One seavice, 3:9b. Here is the picture of unity and fellowship that would exist
in God's spiritual house. See Phil. 1:27.
'3.. One attitude, 3:12. Here is the attitude to be characteristic of Christ's
: citizens. See Eph. 4:1-3.
’4. One activity, 3:13a. The one activity of the Messianic kingdom would be right-
eousness.
.5. One security, 3:13b. God would provide and He would protect.
a. It is no wonder the prophet calls for celebration beginning in 3:14 in view
of what Jchovah Himsclf would do for the faithful (3:18-20).

Conclusion

1. What they had in promise, we now have in reality. Let us never forget to be thankful
for the great graciousness of God and for the spiritual blessings which we now have in
His Son (Eph. 1:3).

2. One final woad: Zephaniah's name means "the Lord hides," and had great significance in
his message. In the midst of a graphic description of divine judgement - Zephaniah
makes a play on words by inserting a gleam of hope for the righteous remnant. Read
about it in 2:3. '

a. Today we seek to be hidden in the Savior. He is our protection against discourage-

ment. He is our hope amidst temptations. And He is our security amid the storms
of life.

b. May we always be able to sing...

Hide me, when the stomm is raging
O'en Life's troubled seas;

Like a dove on oceans billows,
0 let me Lly to Thee.

ilide me, hide me, salely hide me,
0 blessed Savion, hide me;

O my Savion, keep Thou me,
Safely, O Load, with Thee.
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THE MINOR PROPHETS - ZEPHANIAH
Lesson Ten

INTRODUCTIOI:
1. Read the book of Zephaniah.
2. Zephaniah meens "He whom Jehovah hath hidden.”

a. He is the only prophet whe traces bis ancestry back four generations. (1:1).
b. He prophesied during the days of Josiah (cf. 2 Kings 22) before the destruction
of Nineveh (about 612 B.C. 2:13) or the great reform (621 %.C. cf. 2 Kings 22- ?3
2 Chron. 34:37f). Josiah reigned from 640 R.C. to 609 B.C,
3. The boock of Zepnanlan has three clements:
a. ”The Eropbct own poool; are indicet_g

G T’ re Ls_a_1131anngf.futur;mplory for Iqrabl ' (Lewis, The Minor Prophets, p. 48)
4, The Ppproachinp day of the Lord is the major theme of Zephaniah.
DISCUSSION:
T. GOD'S JUDGMENT COMIIIC UPON JUDAH RECAUSE OF SIN,

A. It would be unlvnrvul in its nature. (1:2).

B. Several types of are nemed a8 the basis for God's judpment.
1. Baalism. "I ""ll cut off the remnant of Baal from this place...” (1:4).
2. Worship of hcaveﬁly bodies. (l:5a).
3. Attempt to worship God and foreign gods. (1:5b).
4, They turned back from following the Lord.(l:6a).
5, They did not seek the Lord. (1:6b).
6. They had a syncretictic religion ~ an attempt to worship God and idols - a

mixture of true religion with man—madc religion.
C. Cod's dudement will be thorough ~ “And it shall come to pass at that time, that
T will search Jerusalem with candles...' (1:12-17).
God's judgment cannot be avoided. Money had saved them from national enemies
before, but “Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in
the day of the Lord's wrath...” (1:18), for God cannot be bribed.
II. EXHORTATIONS TO PENITENCE AND EXAMPLES OF GOD'S JUDGMENT. Chapter 2 - 3:1- -7).
Those that do the Lord‘s commands will be "hid in the day of the Lord's anger.”
(2:3).
8. The basis of admonitions to meekness are illustrations of God's judtice.
1l.—The Philistines on the west. (2:4-7).
2. The jloabites and Ammonites on on the east. (2:8-11).
3. The Ethiopians on the south. (2:12)+
’Z The Assyriens on the north. (2:13-15).
C. 1If God spared not the surrounding nations who sinned does Judah and Jerusalem
“think she will be spared im her sins?
1., She obeyed not the voice (3:2a).
. She received not correction. (3:2b).
. She trusted not in the Lord (3:3c).
. She drew not near to her God. (3:2d).
“Her princes within her arc roaring lions
“Her judges are evening wolves.” (3:3b).
"Her prophats are light and treacherous persons.” (3:4a).
"Her priests: (3:4b)
a. Have polluted the sanctuary.
b. Have done violence to the law.
. Thereforc God is in the midst of her for judgment, condemnation and punish-
nente. (355=7)
1II. PROMISES OF A RESTORATION.
A. Therefore wait for Jehovah - trust in Him. (3: 8).
B. YFor then will I turn to the people a pure language” (3:9) - one religion.
1. This was truc after the return from Babylon captivity -~ no idolatry.
2. It is also true today as God's people are to be one and serve with one consent
Eph, 4:4-6; 1 Cor. 8:5,6.
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" devouring the poor. (3:3a).
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Gather her once aga

Lesgon 10, ZEPHANIAH

They were to be new creatures. (3:10-13).

find to be in the midst to comfort and encourage. (3:14-17).

1in and make 2 name. (3:18-20).

g :ge things find a £u;f1llhcnt dn the return from Babylon, but their
remote application is foun ' kirgdom which covers the whola

world.' (Bill Togers)

THE ¥ Ot{ PROPUHETS -~ ZIEPHARIAH
sson 10

AND DISCUSSICH QUESTIONS:-

(%2

ot

3.

TRUE

Zepha

niah is the only prophet thet does what?

JUUSEEY o)

did Zephaniah prophesy?

iz the great thewme of Zophaniah?

What

did some of the skeptics say about God?

Rfitale]

10 different terms that are used to describe "the day of the Lord.”

city did God say Jerusalem was?

is the “remnant” that Zephanish refers to?

h.('t

35
2 bhagide me?”

city

CR FALSE

The beast would not be affected in "the day of the Lord."
The day of the Lord is plctured as a sacrifice with invited guests.

The judgment would be so thorough that Jerusalem would be searched with
candles.
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3, Lesson 10

They would be able to inhabit the houses they built.

Some would well like blind men.

Some would be hid (protected) in the day of the Lord's anger.
The remnant refers to the enemy that escapes.

Hineveh would become so desolate that only beasts and birds would
therc,

The leaders cf Judah were wonderful examples.

The Lord God is mighty in the midst of his people.
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The Book of ZEPHANTAH

Introduction

BODY
I.

We now come to the thirty sixth book in the 0ld Testament collection - the brief (and
probably unfamiliar) three chapter prophecy of Zephaniah. Perhaps no prophet ever gave
a more definite declaration against sin than did Zephaniah. Perhaps no prophet ever
painted a more terrifying picture of the judgement of Jehovah than did he. And perhaps
no prophet ever showed the unseparable connection between God's discipline and God's
love than did this man.
1. His book opens with the terrors of d1v1ne retribution and closes with the sweetest
Jlove song of the 0ld Testament. '
a. .It is a book of contrasts. It is a book that takes us from judgement to joy.
It is a book that graphically illustrates love's passionate anger; love's pa-
tient purpose; and love's ultimate perfecting.
b. It is a book that desparately needs our attention and our time.

During Judah's hectic political and religious history, reform would come from time to
time. In fact, Zephaniah's forceful preaching may have _been a factor in one such revival
durlng_ias;gbLs,rﬂign,— a "revival'" which produced only outward change while failing to
remove the inward heart of corruption with characterized the nation's leaders and people.
1. And, so, Zephaniah hammers home his message repeatedly. that the "day of the Load" -
Judgement Day - is coming,when God would deal with the nation's malignant sin.
However, after the chastening process is complete, blessing will come in the person

of the Messiah, whowillbe the cause of praise and rejoicing.

THE WHO, WHEN & WHAT !

A. The Who. Read 1:1 as Zephaniah introduces himself-te us. He is a prince of the
house of David and a prophet of royal descent,being the great-great grandson of the
godly - klng Hezekiah (not "Hizkiah" as in the King James Version).

1. It is easy to understand why Zephaniah would trace his lineage back to a king
like Hezekiah. He is obviously grateful to be a descendant of one of Judah's
greatest angd godliest leaders.

a. 2 Kings 18:1-6 serves as a summary of the life of Zephaniah's great-great
grandfather.

B. The When. Zephaniah also tells us when he prophesied = "in the days of Josiah!
(vs.1). Josiah reigned from 640 B.C. to 609 B.C. and _was the last righteous ruler

of {wgah.wwlxwwaswdurlng_hgs_ne;gn_xhat~Jeremlgb,began_hls_wnrkwiggr,ALLE)L,thus
mgkkgg,égzgm;ah“gnd Zephaniah early contemporaries.
It was Josiah who attempted.a last ditch effort at spiritual reformation among
the people, but it was only that - a reformation and not a restoration. However,
it we read between the lines we can well appreciate that king Josiah, in his
noble attempt, would have had the support of his prophet-cousin Zephaniah.
a. And who knows - perhaps Josiah's reforms ogﬂg}nated with his cousin, who be-
¢ause of his lineage, would have the intimate influence of a relative in
the royal house.

C. The What. There 1s something a bit pathetic about Josiah' §'£§;£glou;#n§£grms, OQut-
wardly they were impressive (as evidenced in 2 Kings 23), but inwardly they were far
from what was needed. It was an outward reformation sponsored by the king, rather
than a real spiritual revival among the people themselves. The people followed,

yes, but only because the king led. ‘There was no genuine heart repentance. Reform-
ation but no regeneration. See Jeremiah 3:6,10.

1. The effort by Josiah never qulte made it to the undercurrent of the nation's
life. And, so, the stream of sin flowed on unchecked. Judgement was unavoid-
able.

2. Perhaps it is unteresting to note that Zephaniah makes no reference to the re-

”formatlon in these chagterb Hig discerning eye Teft him no doubt as to the
real condition of the nation's character. He saw past the tacade, the pretend
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and the veneer. As a rdsull, he gol right to the point of exposing the trans-

gressions and pollutions of his day; and with a stern disposition and an in-

flammed fury he warns his people of the hastening 'Day of Jehovah" with its
tornado of Divine wrath. :

a. Here is judgement against Judah unparalled among the prophets. :

One morehgniggTgﬁm;g§§§§§§wmgggggzggmtgg;gge,of Zephaniah. King Josiah was eight

when he began to reign, sixteen when he began to seek after Jehovah, and only

twenty when he began to purge and purify Judah. It has been suggested that

Zephaniah was about the same age as Josiah, if not a little younger.

a. Here is a young king and a young preacher trying desparately to "zememben
thein Creaton in the days of thein youth.” Someone may remark, "But it'a
ditticult fon todays teenagens!" Question: Do you think it was easy then?

b. Here were two young men living amidst iniquity and immorality, idolatry and

_impurity of every sort. They faced temptations.... and peer pressures....
‘and difficult decisions too. You are not alone. There have been others who

'hgxg_hggg,uhexﬁ_xgu,ane~andawhamhgxgwplcdgﬁd,theinﬂﬁideitymtofGodLand~who

have remained faithful. It isn't easy. It never has been. But it is pos-

sible - and here are two teenagers who proved it.

1) Two teenagers who through their religious influence almost turned an
entire nation back to God.

II. ZEPHANIAH'S THREEFOLD MESSAGE

[II.

A. Let's carefully observe the main movements and central message of this brief book.
It has three parts which, unfortunately, do not coincide with the three chapters.
1. Part one (1:1-2:3) announces that judgement is coming on Judah.  Part two (2:4-

-1

B. The

3:8) declares that judgement is coming, as well, to the swrmounding nationa.
And finally, in part three, the prophet is not just looking within, at Jerusalem,
nor looking awund, at the other nations; he is looking beyond to the Messianic

kingdom and t d blessings offered in Christ.
Here is what we have:
RS

From Judgement to Joy
Locuseesruansmsoypuisioisnystites sty

I. LOOK WITHIN!  Judgement coming on Judah, 1:1-2:3
II. LOCK AROUND!  Judgement cuming on the nations, 2:4-3:8
III. LOOK BEYOND!  Judgement gives way Zo glony, 3:9-20

key thought in Zephaniah is not so much in any one verse as in the contrast be-

tween the very first verse (after the introduction) and the very last.

First Verse Last Verse

M9 will uttendy consume' ko é mﬁZJ%;fé_&éKQJAﬂLJMMMMML_ﬁMQAQg
and J will neatone..."

Here is the fierce-fire of judgement

Here is the final fulness of blessing

God has a glorious end and purpose in view for Zephaniah's people; but even that
noble goal cannot be attained at the expense of Divine justice. God does not,
will not, and did not then excuse sin. .Present sin must be equated by present
judgement. .

Yet, after smiting with retribution, there will come the smiling of restoration.

. Joy will follow judgement. He judges (3:5) — but judgement eventually brings

INSIGHT:

joy (3:17).

A CLOSER INSPECTION

A. Look Within! 1:2-3 — Zephaniah begins with an unpopular examination of Judah's sins.
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Here was a man who saw past the sudden new burst of religious activity, and judged
it for what it really was worth. He looked out on these who really nodded an arti-
ficial respect for Jehovah simply to appease the king, and seeing the tragic farce
of unconcern and knowing that the biggest calamity ever known to Israel was knocking
at the door - he cried to his countrymen: "The day of the Load is near!" (1:7).

And why? ‘Listen to Zephaniah's six point denunciation-of-Judah:
1. = u;;;gﬁaggggggugé,idoéggg , 1:4. The religious reforms of Josiah were not enough

for they failed to get to the Acart of the problem. And the problem was their

heart! See Ezek. 14:3.

2. Guilty because of preverted worship, 1:5a. See John 4:24 for the three Divine

“requirements for acceptable worship.

3.= Guilty because of. mixed aeligion, 1:5b. Here were those who were attempting to
serve God and gods concurrently and Jchovah wasn't buying it! Remember the first

Mosaical commandment?

4.= Guilty because of backaliding, 1:6a. Josiah's spiritual attempt had impressed
‘a few, but the impression failed to stick. For God's attitude toward spiritual
apostacy, see 2 Peter 2:22.... and didn't Jesus address backsliding in Luke 9:62?
5.= Guilty because of apathy, 1:6b. Here were people who just didn't care. They
were spiritually indifferent. They went through the motions - but that's all
they were - motions. Verse 12 reveals them to be "siagnant in apinit. "

a. The term 'stagnant" has to be one of the ugliest words in the English lan-
guage. It conjures up a picture of a body of water that is dull, motionless,
inactive and foul. We call it scum water. That's the picture God paints of
the apathetic, indifferent, unconcerned Christian. [He has remaines motion-

less. He has allowed the scum of apathy to cover him rendering him foul.

‘He may continue to '"go through the motions,'" play church, and pretend at

_ _Christianity - but God knows his heart and renders him "stagnant in spinit."”

b. Didn't John speak of a church in Asia like that?

c. When it comes to responding to spiritual truth, there are three ''temperatures!
of indivduals - HOT (responsive), COLD (rebellious), and LUKEWARM (indifferent)
God rewards the hot, reaches out to the cold, but rejects the lukewarm.

What would Zephaniah have to say about your'spiritual temperature?” Are you
‘ 'stimulated to greater action by God's word, or stagnant toward it?
6.= Guilty because of loss of distinction, 1:8. Here were folks who wanted to be

like their irreligious neighbors. They forgot that Jehovah's people are to be

distinct, separate and holy (1 Pet. 2:9).

a. Now take a look back over Zephaniah's list. Isn't it a good thing that the
0ld Testament isn't applicable and profitable? That's what some people be-
lieve. I tend to think otherwise - do you?

b. See verses 14-17 for the fundamental reason for coming judgement.

c. This section ends with a last minute appeal for penitence in 3:1-3.

B. Look Around! Judah would not be the only nation on the receiving end of Jehovah's

judgement. Zephaniah first turns $est to Philistia (2:4-7). Then he turns fasi to

~ Moab and Ammon (2:8-11). Then he turns South to Ethopia (2:12). Finally, he turns

. Noath to Nineveh and Assyria (2:13-15). Peter seems to summarize this section well
in 1 Pet. 4:17-18.

1. Part two ands with a final word to Jerusalem, the poin

smites the surrounding nations, how certainly will He smite the people of Judah

the point being that if God so

who have been rivile above all others. Privileges invoke responsibility.
Ju failed to appreciate the one and failed to carry out the other. Here were

three areas of her greatest failure:
a, Failure of atiitude, 3:1. Note the terms describing the national disposition.
,b. Fallure of action, 3:2. She obeyed not...received not...trusted not...and
~drew not...
c. Failure of leadens, 3:3. A nation is seldom stronger than its leaders.
T Wouldn't that be applicable to a church as well?
2. And finally, Jehovah's tender appeal - "WWait foa Me!" Hence will follow good
news for the faithful. Judgement will be turned into joy... '

(178)
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C. ~Look Beyond! Beginning is 3:9 the prophet dooka beyond to the dawn of the
Messianic day in which all men would have:
1. One language, 3:9a.  See Heb. 13:15-16." And what would it mean to "call on the
 name of the Load?" See Acts 22:16.
'2. One seavice, 3:9b. Here is the picture of unity and fellowship that would exist
in God's spiritual house. See Phil. 1:27.
.3. One attitude, 3:12. Here is the attitude to be characteristic of Christ's
: citizens. See Eph. 4:1-3.
.4. One activity,.3:13a. The one activity of the Messianic kingdom would be right-
eousness. .
’5., One securnity, 3:13b. God would provide and He would protect.
a. It is no wonder the prophet calls for celebration beginning in 3:14 in view
of what Jchovah Himsclf would do for the faithful (3:18-20).

Conclusion
1. What they had in promise, we now have in reality. Let us never forget to be thankful

[y}

for the great graciousness of God and for the spiritual blessings which we now have in
His Son (Eph. 1:3).

One final woad: Zephaniah's name means 'the Lord hides," and had great significance in
his message. In the midst of a graphic description of divine judgement - Zephaniah
makes a play on words by inserting a gleam of hope for the righteous remnant. Read
about it in 2:3. '

a. Today we seek to-be hidden in the Savior. He-is our protection against discourage-

ment. He is our hope amidst temptations. And He is our security amid the storms
of life-

b. May we always be able to sing...

Hide me, when the stoam is raging
O'en Lile's troubled seas;

Like a dove on oceans bLllows,
0 let me LUy to Thee.

ilide me, hide me, safely hide me,
O blessed Savion, hide me;

0 my Savion, keep Thou me,
Sately, O Load, with Thee.

(1791



Haggai:
“Be Strong and Work” - Lessons From An Unfinished Temple

Ronald D. Gilbert

Introduction

The northern kingdom was taken captive by Assyria about 721 B.C. The southern
kingdom was taken captive by Babylon about 606 B.C. Cyrus issued the first decree to
rebuild about 538 B.C. (Ezra 1:1-6). About 50,000 Jews returned in 536 B.C. (Ezra

2:1-70). During the seventh month (536 B.C.) the alter of the Lord was build and sacrifices
are offered (Ezra 3:1).

In 535 B.C. during the second month of that year, work on the Temple begins but is
stopped (Ezra 4:24). 1n 520 B.C. the work of the prophets Haggai and Zechariah begins
(Haggai 1:1; Zech. 1:1.). In 516 B.C. the twelfth month and the third day, the Temple was
completed. In 457 B.C. Ezra comes to Jerusalem and makes certain reforms. In 444 B.C.
Nehemiah rebuilds the wall around Jerusalem. These dates help us get a time frame in
mind of the events we will be discussing.

Haggai is the second shortest book of the Old Testament behind Obadiah. In the 38
verses of this book “Thus saith the Lord” and like phrases appear 26 times. The theme of
this book is “Build God’s Temple’. Haggai was God’s prophet, Zerubbabel was the
governor of Judah and Joshua was the high priest. Our lesson on this book will consist of
three main points. The need for the work, the responsibility for the work and the
encouragement in the work.

The Need For The Work

In order to understand what had happened to the Temple of God we need to read Jer.
52:12-13. Babylon had marched on Jerusalem and “burned the house of the Lord, and the
king’s house; and all the houses of the great men, burned he with fire”. In Haggai chapter
one the prophet calls upon the people of God to build the Temple. After the return from 70
years in Babylon they laid the foundations and started to rebuild the Temple but the work
was stopped. In Haggai 1:2 the people argued that the time is not come to build the Lord’s
house. Whether they were arguing that the 70 years was not yet up or that they had more
pressing matters to do they were still not doing what God wanted them to do. God said
the time is now. We always make the wrong decision when we decide to put other things
before the work of God. It had been 16 years since Cyrus had given command that the
house of God be built. The people wasted no time in building their own houses. Their
houses are described as “cieled houses”, that is roofed with costly woods, or vaulted
housed, houses whose door posts were elaborately adorned with emblems and devices.
These were houses of luxury and God’s house was in waste. David was of a different
mindset than the people of Haggai’s day.

“And it came to pass. when the king sat in his house, and the Lord had given him rest
round about from all his enemies; That the king said unto Nathan the prophet,
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See now, | dwell in an house of cedar but the ark of the Lord dwelleth within curtains” (Il

Sam. 7:1-2). If we truly put the Lord first in our lives then His work will come first, (Matt.
6:33).

In Haggai 1:6-11 God told the people that all these bad things were happening to them
because they refused to obey God and put Him first in their lives. The prophet of God

called upon the people to “consider your ways”. As preachers and teachers of God’s Word
today this is also our task (Il Tim. 4:1-5).

In Haggai 1:12-15 we see the power of preaching God’s Word, “and they came and did
work on the house of the Lord”. These passages also show the power in preaching, | Cor.
1:18-25, Rom. 1:16.

The Responsibility For The Work

It seems that many times when it comes to the work of the Lord many are uncertain as to
who has the responsibility for the work.Who had the responsibility to build God’s Temple?
Was it only the high priest or the governor? The prophet of God called upon all the people
to rise up and build the Temple of God. All of God’s people were responsible for the work
God gave them. The same is true today. Sometimes brethren argue over the work in the
Kingdom and whether it is the responsibility of the leaders in the church or the members.
All of God’s people are to be workers in His kingdom, Mark 16:15-16; Gal. 6:10; Titus 3:1; |
Cor. 16:1-2; Gal. 6:1, 5. In Haggai 2:4 this point is clearly seen. The prophet called upon
Zerubbabel the civil leader, Joshua the spiritual leader and “all ye people of the land” to be
strong and work. We need more in the church today like Isaiah who said, “Also | heard the
voice of the Lord, saying Whom shall | send, and who will go for us? Then said |, Here am
| send Me” (Isa. 6:8).

The Encouragement In The Work

In Haggai 2:4 God told the people to be strong and work, “for | am with you, saith the Lord
of hosts”. In Rom. 8:31 Paul asked, “If God be for us who can be against us?” As God’s
children we should always be encouraged in doing the work He has given us. There has
never been a time in the history of man that God has given us a task to do without also
giving us the ability to do that task. Not only do we have the encouragement from God in
the work He has given us we also have the encouragement from our brethren. There is
much strength and encouragement in working together for the Lord.

In Haggai 2:9 the prophet gives further words of encouragement in stating that “the glory
of the latter house shall be greater than of the former”. He was not talking about the
physical Temple for in Haggai 2:3 he clearly stated that the glory of the Temple before it
was destroyed was superior. Here in Haggai 2:9 he was speaking of the spiritual Temple or
the church. In | Cor. 3:16 Paul stated, “Know ye not that ye are the Temple of God and
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” Then in | Tim 3:15 Paul said, “But if | tarry long, that
thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the
church of the living God the pillar and ground of the truth.” The Greek word for “house”
here can be translated family, home, house or temple. As glorious as the Temple Solomon
built was it is not to be compared to the spiritual Temple or the church. The first Temple
was dedicated by the blood of many bulls and goats. The church was purchased by the
blood of Christ, Acts 20:28.
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In Haggai 2:9 God promised to give peace. This refers to spiritual peace. In Eph. 2"13-16
Paul said, “But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the
blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who hath made both one and hath broken down the
middle wall of partition between us: Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law
of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man,
so making peace; And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross,
having slain the enmity thereby”. Haggai spoke by inspiration of the greatest peace the
world would ever know, the peace that passeth understanding.

Conclusion

From the book of Haggai we learn that there can be no success in life without obeying
God. When we fail to do God’s will in our lives we are “earning wages and putting them in
a bag with holes”. “Be strong and work” is the key to success. “l am with you saith the
Lord” is all we need to know for our strength and encouragement.

Discouragement comes when we only look to the conditions around us rather than the
mission before us. The Lord’s cause cannot go forward without personal dedication and
personal involvement. There must also be personal sacrifice. God’s work requires my
time, energy and my money. We also should remember the Lord will reward His faithful
servants in this life and the life to come. The Hebrew writer quotes Haggai 2:6, 20 as
confirmation of the Lord’s establishment of the kingdom of Christ in Hebrews 12:22-29.
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The Book of HAGGAL

Introduction

A.

The year was 520 B.C.

Sixteen years previous the Persian emperior, Cyrus, had issued

his historic decree allowing the Jewish exiles to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the

Lord's temple.

Thus, under the leadership of Zerubbabel the governor and Joshua the

high priest, the 'remnant," numbering some fifty thousand, returned to implement the

royal proclamation (Ezra 1-2).
prospects for rebuilding seemed bright (Ezra 3:8-13).

1. But now it is 520 B.C. and circumstances were anything but bright.

Two years later the foundation had been laid and the

Following the

laying of the foundation, Palestinian opposition arose, discouragement followed

and the temple rebuilding ceased. See Ezra 4.

a. Sixteen years had now dragged by since the return and fourteen since the laying

of the foundation.

The temple remained unbuilt, the foundation was overgrown

with ‘'weeds, and God's people had turned their energy to their own homes and

persanal comforts.

2. The Lord needed one who could take a message from Himself, convery it to the people

and get results.

onto the scene steps Haggai, an aged, straight-talking prophet of

God who minces no words in his call to "finish what you have begun.” His single.
but simple sermon, his one paramount obsession - BUILD THE TEMPLE!

a. It worked!

Placing
the Minor Prophets

CHRONOLOGICALLY ... nine of the Minor l’rophc:-ls WOre

written before the Exiie, and three after.

o5iBC T T e s36 400
U vAnielal Wl . st retiin
Jonah (to Nineveh) : uder Zenbbated
Amos : - ‘ %
Hosea : SoEEhesl
| ol of L b
Jerunalem. f—{aggai
A Zechariah
Malachi:

badiah (t

“Joel
Micah Nahuin (to Nineveh)
Zephaniah
Habakkuk

alame | RNy ot - ;
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Within three wegks after his first sermon construction had begun.

F ‘

In this time of prepara-
tion foa the coming of the
Mesaiah, Hageal, Zechariah
and Malache wene divinly
commissioned to stimulate
obedience tv Jehovah, ne- |
establish God's people in
Palestine, and set before
them the neal meaning of
thein neturn and keep them
in the line of duty untid
the coming of Christ.

snmnue’



BODY
I. THE OQUTLINE

A. The little scroll from Haggai is in four parts. Four times within four months in
the second year of Darius (520 B.C.) the "woad of the Load” came through the lips

of the prophet. Each of the four communications is carefully dated and each has
a single theme,

"Faom This Day 7 Will Bless You™

I. First Message - TO AROUSE, 1:1-15
Date: 6th Month, 1lst Day
Key Verse: "OBuwild the howse,” vs.8

II. Second Message - TO _SUPPORT, 2:1-9
Date: 7th Month, 21st Day
Key Verse: "7 am with you,” vs.4

III. Third Message - TO _CONFIRM, 2:10-19
Date: 9th Month, 24th Day
Key Verse: "From this dayJ willbless you,” vs.19

IV. Fourth Message - TO_ASSURE, 2:20-23
Date: 9th Month, 24th Day
Key Verse: "7 have chosen you..."” vs.23

II. THE FOUR SERMONS OF HAGGAI

A. TO AROUSE, 1:1-15 - God's people had forsaken the work on the temple and had turned
to their own houses. After laying the foundation they had lost interest in the
spiritual side of life and built themselves houses of cedar. It was a time of
INDIFFERENCE, MATERIALISM, and PROCRASTINATION. Haggai had to some how convince
the people tc forpet tiieir own pleasures ana return to the Lord's work left unat-
tended for sixtecn years. Haggai chapter one shows the prophet's plan for perdsonal
motivation. . :

1. He begins with the leadership, 1:1. To move the people of God, Haggai, by divine
instruction, doesn't turn to the man in the field but rather to the leaders of
God's people. Here is an all important lesson on the importance of godly lead-
ership. Solomon well said, "Where there is no visdon the people perish” (Prov.
29:18). If the leaders of God's people don't have a vision of what OUGHT TO BE
and a plan to ACHIEVE IT, the people will wallow in inactivity.

a. So it is today - if the kingdom is ever going to be moved the leaders, the
elders and teachers must be men of vision to see that REFORM begins with
them. Without the proper kind of leadership, the ship of Zion will flounder
on the rocks of indifference, inactivity, procrastination and materialism
(which is exactly where the church is in many places today). Decisions
‘can't be arrived at, discipline can't be administered, and personal work
can't be done because of procrastination and materialism. Everything is
put off until the next business mceting, and everyone is too busy building
their-own businesses and houses Lo attend to the Lord's temple.

b. The need today is for both men like Hapggai to arise and cry to the leaders
and for men like Zerubbabel and Joshua who as leaders hear the Lord's cry
and thus rise up to build. If we can't motivate the leaders of God's
cause the people in the pew will remain exactly that and not an active
marching army for the Lord.

1) If we can't get elders to do personal work, then how are we going to
get anyone else involved. If the leaders don't scek the high road of
self-sacrifice to put the kingdom first, how can they expect anyone
else to.

2) THE WORK PROGRAM OF ANY CONGREGATION IS NO STRONGER THAN THE PERSONAL
INVOLVEMENT AND COMMITMENT OF THE LEADERS TO IT!
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Read verses 2-5. tHere is the source of their problem - materialism. We will
sacrifice for vur businesses, for our jobs, for our pleasures. Why? Because
we feel like it's worth it. There is always time to do what we really want to
do, yet there never seems like there is time to do what we really need to do.
And why? Again, our prwoaities. And why do we allow our priorities to get

out of whack? Materialism!

a. Consider the disprace that this nation was to Jehovah. They had bragged to
the surrounding nations about the power and greatness of Jehovah and how He
was superior to Lheir gods of metal and stone. Yet this same people had
left the temple built to His glory in the ruins of incompletion for sixteen

- years while they followed after their own materialistic pleasures.

b. They had laid the foundation and doubtless the weeds had grown up around
the Holy of Holies, there were no walls, there was no roof, there was only
a monument of disgrace to the God of heaven.

1) How many things do we begin to God's glory - teaching programs, personal
work programs, gospel meetlings - only to see them cut back or abandoned
in disgrace for lack of interest due to our first love for materialistic
pleasure? :

3. The result - no reward, vs.6-9. "Conaiden your ways...'” Folks, God will not
bless those who spend all their time building their houses instead of His. When
we are too materialistic and indifferent and only hold a gospel meeting twice
a year because we have always done it that way - God can see through our feeble
facade. As long as God knows our hearts and knows that our first love is our
"paneled houses of cedan,” He is not going to be mocked by our half-hearted
attempts to salve our conscience once or twice a year. "Considen yourn ways..."

4, The people's responce, verses 12-15. Taking his message to heart the people

began to build with renewed zeal.

B. TO SUPPORT, 2:1-9. Three and a half weeks pass and the zealousness on the temple
restoration project begins to wane. Some are discouraged. The older ones remem-
bered the grandeur and splendor of the Solomonic temple and began to live in the
past thus demoralizing the younger people, verse 3.

1. Hence, Haggai's message of Jehovah's suppoit, verse 4. Discouragement is never
reason enough to quit. Why? "Foa 7 am with you,” says the Lord. The people in
essence responded - "But this L3 an impossible task!" Yet, they forgot that God
deals with the impossible and that ALL THINGS are possible with His help. See
Romans 8:31.

a. The United States Navy has a slogan that says, "The difficult we do right
away but the impussible takes a Little longen.” See Eph. 6:10.

2. See verse 9. To those who complained that the new temple failed in comparison
with the old - the Lord promiscs that the latter would far outshine the glory
of the former. Such a promise is tied to the messianic hope and to the spiact-
ual temple formed from the remnant by Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 3:16).

a. "Jn this place J shall give peace.” It is Christ who us the Paince of
Peace (isaiah 9:6) brought peace between God and man through the forgiveness
of sins. Peace also was obtained in Christ between Jew and Gentile as the
two groups became as one in the church, the spiritual temple of God. See
Eph. 2:15-17.

C. TO CONFIRM, 2:10-19. Three months have now passed. Haggai presents a lesson to
the people concerning the need for purification and holiness. He asks two questions:

Question #1 - Verse 12: "Does holiness make unclean things clean?”
Question #2 - Verse 13: "Dues something unclean make the holy unclean?"

1. The priests responded to the prophet's first question correctly - "0/ One who
is holy cannot make something that is unclean, clean. A well person cannot make
a sick person well - BUT A SICK PERSON CAN MAKE A WELL PERSON SICK! Thus, the
second question — Can something unclean make one who is holy unclean? — "Y&5/”
a. The prophet then brings home the point of his illustration in verse 14 -
"So is My peoplel”
(1821
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Israel had been holy but had touched the unclean and thus they had become unclean
themselves. And, =o, in order to reccive Lhe blessinpgs of Jehovah they must
firsl cleanse themselves and seck llis favor.
3. "Wet J will bless you...” 2:19. God promises the people: If you will buidd, I
will Odess. But notice Jchovah's question: 74 the  seed 42idl in the barwn?

Jt has not born fawlt."” For two months the people have been building. What

Haggai is telling them is that they had to work two months in faith before they

could see any reward for their labor. Now after these two months of work on

His temple He will start to bless them with material prosperity.

a. Paul made this pointl in Galatians 6:9. Brethren, we must understand that
the rewards of our labor may take years to produce and that we simply are
not at liberty to sow one day and then say if we see no harvest in a week
that we are not going to labor anymore. We will reap in due season....i.e.,
when God sees that the time is right.

1) We must understand, too, that our labor is :onnected inseparably with
. our faith. If the failh is weak, the labor will fail. If the faith 1is
strong, we will labor no matter what the odds and trust that God will
give the increase.
b. The people had proved their faith. Now God would send the blessings.

D. TO ASSURE, 2:20-23. A sccond message on the same day. lHowever, this message 1s to

Zerubbabel himself and looks far beyond him to the ultimate consummation of the
Davidic line in the coming reign of - Christ. Zerubbabel is here addressed as a
representative of the line of David.

1. To Zerubbabel weculd be bestowed great honor ("a signet aing”). "Foa J have
choaen you,” declares the Lord. God is here declaring that the fulfillment of
the future spiritual blessing would come through Zerubbabel. The honor bestowed

" on Zerubbabel wasn't realized in him as a person, but in his lineage. See
Matthew 1:12.

THREE REASONS FOR HAGGAI'S SUCCESS

A. le Knew Where To Start. Haggai understood that true spiritual reform begins at the

top.

B. He Knew Where He Was Going. His was a single-minded mission. Haggai wasn't a

rambling preacher. So it must be with us. when we preach God's word in a sermon
or teach it in a Bible class we must give it some direction - we must know where’
we are going. Haggai had a lescon-plan and a simple one at that! And he was
successfull !

C. lle Knew Who To Give The Credit. Twenty-six times in thirty-cight verses Haggai ap-—

pealed to a "thus says the Load.” lere is the key to the prophet's power and to
His successful preaching.

Conclusion
"On the banks of hesitation lie the blackened bones of mil-
Lions who at the davn of victory sat down Lo resk...
. - ..and resting, died!
1. Haggai accomplished in four months what had been abandoned for sixteen years! The

_people had grown indifferent. They were gelting used to being without a temple, and
this would have proved to be fatal. The templewas the reason for the return in the

first place and without it's completion Jchovah's favor could not be expected.

a. His was an enormous task - some would even say it was nigh to impossible - "Can't
be done!" But Haggai knew otherwise because Haggai knew Jehovah!

b, Sce Ezra 5:1 & 6:14-15,
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C. While thus engaged in Jehovah’s work they had the promise: "I am with you"
(v. 13). So today. Matt. 28:18-20; 18:20.

[I. Chapter I1.1-9: DETERRENT TO DISCOURAGEMENT

A. The old men who had seen the former house caused discouragement (Ezra
3:12; Haggai 2:3.

B. How to deter discouragement: (1) Be strong. (2) and WORK. (3) Forl
am with you to keep my covenant (2:4-5).

C. God promises the precious things of nations--silver and gold to carry on the
work (vv. 7-8). Gold and silver STILL His.
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c. Weare told to take inventory (2 Cor. 13:5).
C. Third, , ' and_tg,build,thet
1. The Lord tells them to "get busy."
2. Three verbs of action:
a. "GO up to the mountain.”
b. "BRING wood."
c. "BUILD the house."
D. . Fourth, Haggal's message reachec s of the
1. The people and the leaders responded to the challenge
2. Injust 23 days they made preparation and began to build.

le (Hag. 1:8-11),

Lessons To Learn From Haggal
A. First is_based on
1. Twenty six (26) times in this short book Haggai uses "Thus speaketh the
Lord of hosts," "the word of the Lord," etc.
2. Paul told the Corinthians and the Galatians that he received his message
from God (1 Cor. 2:6-13; Gal. 1:11-12).
3. Too much preaching today is filled with everything else, but the Word of
God (2 Tim. 4:1-4; Acts 20:32).
B. _Second, there is tremendous power in practical preaching. Haggai’s preaching
—produced:
1. Universal obedience—"Zerrubabel...]Joshua...all the people" (Hag. 1:12a).
2. Reverent obedience—"did fear before the Lord" (1:12b).
3. Zealous obedience—"stirred up" (1:14a).
4. Immediate obedience—23 days after he preached (1:14-15).
C. Mout God means wasted effort and is like putting wages "into a
_bag with hofes” (1:6).
1. Except the Lord build the house (Psa. 127:1).
2. Boasting about plans (Jas. 1:13-17).
3. Johnny Ramsey (Firm Foundation, Feb. 25, 1986) lists seven "bags full of

holes today."

Superficial responses.
Sacial club religion..

a
b.
c. Preachers-who seldom study.

d. E&ersﬁwho fail to watch for souls.
e.

f

~Parents who stress material values.

. -Eolks who postpone obedience. .
g. -B{:eeh¥en—wh0~drrftﬂway_£rom_cod.—

. , study excuses. They offered four
excuses for not buildi ling the temple.
1. ,Ibe_tumusnwme_
a. "I know we ought to get around to that but what is the hurry?"
b. The backslider will say, "Yes, | know that | ought to do something
about it, but it is just not the time."
c.  One who has learned the truth will say, "Yes, | know the Bible
teaches that, but not now" (Acts 24:25).




d. We need to carry the gospel to the world, but "not now."
2. Wm@ﬂm&"

a. We are just a few in number.

b. We don’t have the silver and gold like Solomon had.

c.  When we get on our feet we will build.

d. What | can do is so little that [ won’t do anything.

e. What we can do is so small we can’t do anything.

4. They were afraid of the opposition (nations about).
E. Fifth, God’s peo constantly be remi _of their duties.—

1. Haggai told the people what they already knew, but they needed to be
stirred up to do it.
9. Peter wrote his second epistle to bring to their remembrance (2 Pet.
1:13).
3. People need to be reminded today.
a. Bible authority is essential (2 Jn. 9-11).
b. The church is important (Ephesians).
c. Only one way to be saved (Eph. 2:14-16).
d. Instrumental music is wrong (Verses dealing with music).
e. God wants all men to be saved (1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Pet. 3:9).
F. Sixth, leigaﬂan&do—rnee—di&ap-peaﬂust—beea-use—/epposition,arises.
1. The Jews faced opposition.
2. The church faces opposition (Acts 8,9, 20:28-32).
3. The church must not allow the world to stop the work or change her.
G._ Seventh, just as they needed encouragement so we need encouragement,
1. God assured them "I am with you" (Hag. 1:13; 2:5).
2. Gal. 6:9, "Let us not be weary."
3. Heb. 13:5-6, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."

Conclusion
1. The things written aforetime were for our learning (Rom. 15:4).
9. God’s work must not be neglected while we are busy about our own.



HAGGAI THE EXHORTER

Introduction:

1. The name: from a word denoting rapid movement, such as dancing done on a feast-
day (literal meaning: "Festival"). Cf. Roman Festus. Possibly born on feast-day.
Possibly a senior to Zechariah as The is mentioned first. Ezra 5:1; é: 14.

First of the Post-exilic prophets. Second year of Darias, 520 B. C,

Review background: Other prophets had foretold Babylonian exile. Had come to
pass (Cf. Jer. 29). About 50,000 Jews under the edict of Cyrus (Isa. 44-45)
returned in 536, laid the foundation of temple, erected the altar. Being hindered
they quit and the temple lay in waste 15 years (Ezra 1-6). This is the time that
Haggai came on the scene.

4, Haggai a practical prophet--deals with the exigencies of the moment. They had

started out in a fine way (Ezra 2:68; 3:7), but had quit. He stirred them fp action
again. & D1t /M,e.w ,(/céw Mm}% /Zkev#

5. He was the Lord’s messenger with the Lord’s message (1713). The Angel of
Jehovah, Malach Yehovah (Cf Rev. 1:20; 2 1, sequel)
I. Chapter I: Haggai Exhorts The People to Bu1ld Meﬂ,g‘",y&b f/L«J )
7

A. The Preaching of the Prophet

“ N

1. Addressed to: Zerubbabel (civil ruler) and Joshua (religious leader) and
people (v. 1). Leaders responsible--hence first (Acts 20:28).
2. The people’s excuse: Time not come. The 70 years not completely
finished--hindrances also, hence not time to build! (v. 2).
3.,__"Consnder“--set your heart upon--your ways (v. 5). Cf. 2 Cor. 13:5-6.
4. Argument is no good because people don’t believe it: Verse 3: Is it time
then for you to dwell in your ceiled--paneled--houses? If not "time" for
one then not the other! Consider this! Eph. 5:15-16.
Three verbs of ACTION: (a) GO... (b) BRING... (c) BUILD!
"I will take pleasure in it...and will glorify myself (reflexive)."
ke practical_application: The church is the temple of God today (1
Cor. 3:16). It is made of spiritual stones, converted men and women (1
Pet. 2:5). The house is lying waste while the members are living in the
lap of luxury. Consider your ways! Not time to build? What kind of cars
do we drive? What kind of houses live in? What conveniences do we
have? s it time for this? VERBS OF ACTION: GO...BRING...BUILD!
(Matt. 28:18-19; Mark 16:15-16).

Bl <

B. The Power of Practical Preaching.

1.—Universal-obedience--Zerubbabel...Joshua...all the people (v. 12a)
2. Reverent obedience--"did fear before the Lord™ (v.. ]2b)1

o ~ 3. Zealous obedience--not-half-hearted-(v.14-stirred).—

4. Immediate obedience. 24th day of month.—Only 23 days after r preaching .
(1:1, 14-15).






4.
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"Is It Time For You, O Ye, to Dwell in Your Ceiled Houses,
and This House be Waste?" (Haggai 1:4)

Introduction
1.
2.

Read or quote the text.

The background and setting of Haggai.

a. Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, first invaded Judah in 605 B.C., at which time
Daniel was carried into captivity.

b. Ezekiel was taken to Babylon at the second invasion in 597 B.C.

c. In 586 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar invaded Judah again, destroying Jerusalem and the
temple, and carrying "all the vessels of the house of God" to Babylon (2 Chron.
36:1-21).

d. In 539 B.C. Cyrus entered and took the city of Babylon.

The Jews return.

a. Zerubbabel led the first group of exiles back to Palestine in 536 B.C. (Ezrta 1:5-
2:70).

b. Upon their return to Palestine in 536 B.C., the Jews "builded the altar of the
God of Israel™ and began to offer sacrifices, but "the foundation of the temple of
the Lord was not yet laid" (Ezra 3:1-7).

c. Finally "in the second year of their coming unto the house of God at Jerusalem,
in the second month" (Ezra 3:8) they began and laid the foundation of the
temple (Ezra 3:8-13).

Opposition arose and the work on the temple stopped from 536 to 520 B.C.

It was at this time that God raised up Haggai and Zechariah (Ezra 5:1-2; 6:14).

Discussion

I. Haggai's First Message Divides Itself Into Four Parts.
A. Birst, he charges the people with a conflict of interest (Hag. 1:2-4).
Affluence can be dangerous. T
1. This gives a true insight into the real interest and labors of the people.
2. This is not the last time that God’s people have acted the same way.
2. There is nothing wrong with paneled houses, but there is something
wrong with apathy toward God’s word.
b. There is nothing wrong with paneled houses, but there is something
wrong with cowardice and lack of trust in God.
c. Affluence can crush spiritual desire (Rev. 3:14-17).
There are some things that must be first (Mt. 5:21-24; 6:33).

; on them to "consider their ways" (H :5:7).
"Consider” literally means "set your heart on your ways." Appears four
times (1:5,7; 2:15,18).

Take a look at yourselves and see the real situation.

Sometimes we get so involved in matters that we don’t take the time to
consider spiritual matters.

2. We allow things to choke out the word of God (Mt. 13:3-8, 18-23).
b. We don’t take time to consider our way.

W



Haggai - Lessons To Be Learned

1. Haggai is the first of the prophets that spoke during the restoration.

2. Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi are the only three prophets that spoke during the
restoration.

3. Some Thoughts:

a. The Book of Haggai is an excellent book to think about in regard to excuses.
They offered four excuses as to why the temple was not being rebuilt (Lk.
14:15-24).

(1) "The time is not come..." (v. 2) Up to date:
"I will, but not now."
-"| know we ought to get around to doing that but what is the hurry?"
-Think about the number of ways people offer this excuse:
-The backslider will say, "Yes, I know I ought to do something about it, but
it is just not the time.
-The one who has learned the truth and knows what he ought to do will say
"Yes, | know what the Bible teaches, but not now" (Cf. Acts 24:25).
-We need to carry the gospel to the world, but we say "not now."
-Too many people in the church say "not now."
(2) You can’t expect us_to build a house like Solomon built. We can’t do
something like that.
-We are just few in number.
-We don’t have the gold and silver like Solomon had.
-When we get on our feet we’ll build it.
-"What | can do is so little | won’t do anything."
~"What we can do is so little we can’t do anything."
(3) )Alha;_at&weageingigmggt%gyiof it?> We want immediate results (v. 16-
17). That’s what we want.
(4) ;l'hey were afraid ’o’f_tlle_gpposition (nations about them).

U Uey

4, [\Qm,ggt_igns do not disappear merely because opposition arises.
"a. The Jews faced opposition.

b. The church faces opposition both within and without (Acts 20:28-32).
c. The church must not allow the world to stop her work or change her.

5. _People need to be reminded of their duties..

a. Haggai told people many things they already knew.

b. Peter reminded them (2 Pet. 1:12-13).

c. The church needs to be constantly reminded:
(1) Only one way to be saved (Eph. 4:4-6).
(2) Church is extremely important (Ephesus).
(3) Bible authority for all that one does (2 IJn. 9-11).
(4) Denominational concept is not scriptural (Eph. 4:4).
(5) Carnal-mindedness is sin (Gal. 5:19-21; 1 Cor. 3:1-3).



(6) Mechanical instruments of music in worship are sinful (Eph. 5:19; Col.
3:16).

(7) One can know truth (John 8:32).

(8) God wants all men to be saved (1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Pet. 3:9).

6. Affluence can be dangerous.
a.

b.

C.

d.

€.

Haggai 1:4.

There is nothing wrong with a paneled house, but there is something wrong with
apathy toward God’s Word.

There is nothing wrong with a paneled house, but there is something wrong with
cowardice and lack of trust in God.

Affluence can crush spiritual desire due to satisfaction it brings (1 Tim. 6:6-10,
17-19; Prov. 30:8-9; Rev. 3:14-17).

"Thoreau said that a man is rich in proportion to the number of things he can
afford to leave alone."

7. God’s work is controversial. There will be opposition.

8. "Consider your ways" 1:5,7; 2:15,18.

a.
b.
C.

d.
e.

9. 2:6-

d.

Sometimes we get so involved in matters that we don’t take the time to
consider spiritual things.

We allow so many things to choke out the word of God (Matt. 13:3-8, 18-
23).

We need to take the time to study God’s word, to consider our ways, evaluate,
etc.

Emphasis on being strong (2:4). Consider Eph. 6:10ff.

The N.T. admonishes us to take spiritual inventory (2 Cor. 13:5). It must be
by the right standard.

9

Haley thinks this refers to the "shaking within the natural world and of the

nations seems to point to the divinely decreed rise and fall of nations from that

time to the coming of the Messiah" (p. 310).

Instead of "the desire of all nations" the ASV has "and the precious things of all

nations” would be brought into the house of God.

The Hebrew writer uses this verse (Heb. 12:18ff).

(1) As God shook heaven and earth at the giving of the law of Moses at Mt.
Sinai.

(2) He shook the heathen nations, removing them.

(3) He shook and removed the old Jewish economy and gave a kingdom which
cannot be removed (Cf. Isa. 65:16-17).

10. Verse 6 - "Bag full of holes.”

a.

In the Firm Foundation, Feb. 25, 1986, Johnny Ramsey listed seven "bags full
of holes today."

(1) Superficial Responses

(2) Social Club Religion




(3) Preachers Who Seldom Study
(4) Elders Who Fail To Watch for Souls
(5) Parents Who Stress Material Values
(6) Folks who Postpone Obedience
(7) Brethren Who Drift Away from God
b. To which we add:
(1) Boston/Crossroad Multiplying Ministries
(2) The New Unity Movement
(3) The New Hermeneutic
(4) Promise Keepers
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A BAG WITH HOLES B}
“HAGGAT 1:6—— Wt

THAMES [ERD ows

Tn 597 and 586 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar carried the second and third groups of Jews inte
captivity, along with the sacred vessels of the temple. In 536 B.C. Cyrus, King of
Persia captured Babylen and gave a decree permitting the Jews te return te Jerusalem
Pod rebuild the temple (2 Chron. 36:22,23) . R -
Under the leadership ef Zerubbabel 50,000 Jews retuined te Jerusalem and immediately per-
ceeded te lay the foundatien ef thée temple (Bzra 3)." The mongrel race’'of Samaritans ef-
fered help, whieh the Jews refused, As a result oppesitien arese against their werk,
Israel became disceuraged, 1aid dewn their teels and for ths next 16 years busied them-
selveés:with things ef self-concern. o P e ] AR ,

After a lapse ef 16 years Ged rasied up Haggal. In white<het rebike he delcared Ged's
displeasure and peinted eut their sins. SR : ’

a. The sin ef easy discouragement. : < . o

b. The sin of precrastinabien, 1Tt is net the right time™ they said. *

c. The sin ef the neglect of divine things. Haggal l:h. '

The- result of all this sleth was that their efferts fer 16 years was useless, Haggal
1:6,9. They were putbing their wages in a bag with heles. ‘ S

How sad it is te see men and wemen giving their lives te a werk that can be jerked away
by sudden fate. Yet this is exactly what happened te Israel and that is exactly what

is happening te tee many teday. Isa, 55:2. - .

Wee te the man that finshes life with ne enduring werks.

}

a, Teo eften we are like the little bey building caseles, reads, and citjes in the

sand and se busy te see the creeping tide,

‘ b. Remember the grand truth"Permanence is the final test ef all values?W ,(l Core 3:],})
7 Censider seme questiena: :

8.

a, .Will that ¥e which I am giving my 1ife at this mement abide forever?
b, Will it pass the test ef permanence? o ‘

. Am I building on the Teundatien woed, hay, and stubble?

4. Am I putting it inte a bag with heles? e ’

When is life a bag with heles, where all efferts are ‘wabbéd?

1

. DIS.

T. LIFE OUT OF CHRIST IS A BAG WITH HOLES.

A, In @Ghrist we have:
1, Psace—Rem. 5:1.
2, Neo condemnation———Rems 8:l.
3, A new life—Gale 3:27 )
Le All spiritual blessings——Ephe 1:3.
5, Redemption-————FEphe 127 . .. ... - oo oo o
" 6. The little pharse "Win Christ" is the key that epens all Ged's treasures. ‘
B, Every Life out of Christ is a Bag with holes. o '
1. "Except Jehevah build the house, they laber in vain and build it . . % (Psa. 127:l)
2. Ne matter hew upright, virtueus, nebke, er brillant a man may be, his life is a
bag of heles eut. ef Christ. N I
a. He is the auther ef eternal salvation te these that beey him,- Héb, 5:8,9
. ®e All glery in life must ke given him 4p the church. Eph. 3:20,21. s
o He is a frined te those that ebey him, Jn. 15:14 - ;

IT. LIFE BY THE AUTHORITY OF MEN IS A BAG WITH HOLES, ' .

. One of the mest impertant-question ever as ked is "By what autherity doest thou these
things?" (Mt. 21:23) One eutside the authority ef Christ werd is outside ef Christ
and all laber in vain. (2 Jelm 9) ‘ B

B, Human creeds are by the autherity ef men. Milliens live and die by them.

C. Deneminatiens are by the autherity ef men. Mb. 15:13. B

D, The New Testament church is net a denemination., As Dawid said cencerning the sweord
of Goliath—NThere is nene like that™ (1 Sam. 1:x9) se it can be said concerning the
the New Testament church "There is none like that." -




1. Tt has an ideal creed--the New Testament, 2 Tim. 3:16,17. :
2, Tt has an ideal erganizatien for Ged set the workers in. Phil. 1:1,2,
3, It has an ideal name that glorifies Ged, Rom. 16216,
L. It has an ideal werk, the gedemptien ef human seuls and re
- Mt. 28:19 ' L
5, It has an ideal destiny-—heaven. Eph. 5:26,27.
III. LIFE'S EDUCATION WITHOUT GOD IS A BAG WITH HOLES, . .
A. On one eccasion when Herace. Mann dedicated a recreatien heme for boys he had, plagned ;
fer yéar, he said "If all the meney and energy yeou have expended results in the sal- }
vation of enlycne bey, they will net have been. in vain." Later One .whe had in-
vested a great amount ef meney asked him, "weren't yeu exaggerating a bit when yeu §
said all expenditure weuld be worth while if it saved just enebey?" = Mannls reply - &
was "Net if it were my Beye™ . - . o s s ot waog ool oo VIR
B, Our own children areworth all the world te us and ne prace 1s tee great te pay fer
their welfare and safety. . Co e .
1, "The soul eof educatien isthe educatien ef the seul.” T .
2, In helping eur children te get a preper educatien let us send them te Schoql
where they can learn te make a living as well as a life. -

flief of human suf’ferin?w\-

‘a, "The illustration Russell E. Parsens is still rich in meaning,--In 1927 a very

~ impertant meeting was held in the fameus Edgewater Beach Hetel in Ghicage. .At-

‘ _ tehding this meeting were ten of the mest successful men-in the werld, at = .
least méghwhe had found the secret of making meney. Twenty-eight. years later
let's see where these men were: . ~ coe .

1Charles Swab, the president ef the largest steel cempany, died & branrupt,
“and lived on berrewed meney five years before his death. =
Nicholas Parnissai, head ef the National City Bank, died insanes - :
tSamuel I.sull, president of the largest utility cempany, died a fugitive
frem™justice in a fereign land. o : .
tHoward Hepsen, president of the largest gas company, is. sinane,
tArthur Cutten, the greatest wheat speculater, died abread, inselvent, .
tRichard Whitney, president ef the New York Steck Exchange, was recntly
released frem Sing Sing penitentiary.
tAlbert Fall, member of the Presidnet'x Cabinet, was pardened frem prsion
so he could die at home, ‘ L
tJesse Libermore, the biggest 'bear! on Wall Street , died a suicide, .
1Leon Fraser, president ef the Bank ef I ternational Settlements, died a
suicide," S .
b, Solomen, in education, was ef the first rank, yet proves.that educatien without
Ged is a bag full ef holes, Eccle. 1:18, . ,
IV. LIFE WITHOUT PUTTING GOD'S KINGDOM FIRST IS A BAG FULL OF HOLES.. .- -
A. Those ef Haggli's day lived in ceiled, beautifully paneled heuses while the house of
Ged wag in waste. . o N
Be Le _once grew ashamed because he dwelled in a secure heuse while the, ark of
| Ged diwelled behind curtains, 2 Sam. 7:3e . : e
2, There's net anything wreng with living in a nice heuse, unless Godds wérk must
suffer fer us te enjoy luxurieus living. Lot '

M dE, P e

B.' Jesds doclaved tha b these which follew him must put the kingdom £irst. .Mt. 6:33.

1. Tt ieans the kingdomef Ged comes before every ether censideraticn ef life,

5. Tt means that when we marry, get eur educatien, make decisiens, raise eur children,
_prepare fer the future, haye success, give ef eur ‘means, the church mst be.upper-

° mest in our thoughts. ~, = . c T

" C. This keeps life from being a bag full ef holes. .t ‘
¥s:. LIFE WITHOUT LAYING UP TREAS IN. HEA 'S . A BAG FULL OF HOLES.: . v
A, Tt was said that when Alexander the Great died he requested that one ef his hands (\ ;
~ be left hanging out ef the caskets. Se that his subjects might see that the conquerer '

i

of the world left it without a’ thing with him. —

B. The church in Laedicea theught it had everything, bub all along they were putting
into a bag full eof heles. (Rev. 3:17)
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HAGGAL, THE TEMPLE BUILDER

Introduction

James Meadows
Haggai is the first of the post-exilic prophets. Haggai means 'festival'' or

"festive." Robinson suggests that it may be a shortened form of Haggiak, meaning

"festival of Jehovah." DPossibly he was born on a feast day.
Our knowledge of Haggai is very limited.

Then the prophets, Haggai the prophet, and Zechariah the son @f Iddo,
prophesied unto the Jews that were in Judah and Jerusalem in the name
of the God of Israel, even unto them. Then rose up Zerubbabel the son
of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and began to build the
house of Cod which is at Jerusalem: and with them were the prophets of
God helping them (Ezra 5:1,2). And the elders of the Jews builded, and

they prospered through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah
the son of Iddo (Ezra 6:14).

Haggai was a man of a single idea: build the temple. ''The writing of Haggai is

unlike that of his predecessors, Lacking in his work is the rhythm and rolling grandeur

of Nahum, the poetry and charm of Habakkuk, or the fire of Amos. 1In comparison his

/
J

work seems subdued and prosaic. But he was coﬁbletely successful.”1
In our study of llaggai we purpose to notice (1) a background and setting, (2)
Haggai's addresses, and (3) lessons for today from the book of Haggai.

A Background And Setting

4 Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, first invaded Judah in 605 B,.C., at which time
paniel was carried into captivity. ﬂEzekiel was taken to Babylon at the second invasion
in 597 B.C. < In 586 B.(. Nebuchadnezzar invaded Judah again, destroying Jerusalem and
the temple, and carrying "all the vessels of the house of God" to Babylon (2 Chron, 36:1-21]
Following Nebuchadnezzar's death in 562 B.C., the Babylonian kingdom was ruled by a
series of weak rulers.£~1n 539 B.C. Cyrus entered and took the city of Babylon.

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord spoken
by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the Lord stirred up the spirit

_ of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom,
and put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith Cyrus, king of Persia, all the
kingdoms of the earth hath the Lord God of heaven given me; and he hath charged
me to build him an house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there among
you of all his people? The Lord his God be with him, and let him go up" (2 Chron.
3$:22,23; Ezra 1:1-3). '



This decree was issued sometime in 538 B.C. Isaiah had prophesied over one hundred
fifty years before that God would raise up one named Cyrus, his servant, that would
ailow a remnant to return (Isa. 44:24-45:7).

i Zerubbabel led the first group of exiles back to Palestine in 536 B.C. (Ezra 1l:5-
2:70).}:Upon their return to Palestine in 536 B,C., the Jews '"builded the altar of the
Cod of Israel" and began to offer sacrifices, but "the foundation of the temple qf'tbe
Lord was not yet laid" (Ezra 3:1-7).€ Finally "in the second yeat of their coming unto
the house of God at Jerusalem, in the second month" (Ezra 3:8) they began and laid the
foundation of the temple (Ezra 3:8-13).

Opposition soon arose from the Samaritians who wrote letters to the king of Babylon.
Finally, Artaxerxes decreed that the work on the city and temple should cease (Ezra 4
1-23) "Then ceased the work of the house of God which is at Jerusalem., So it ceased unto
the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia" (Ezra 4:24)., The work remained
at a standstill for fifteen to sixteen years 536 B.C., - 520 B.C.), which included a year
and a half after Darius began to reign. Artaxerxes was no longer a threat to the Jews
and the rebuilding program, yet they still made no effort to reconstruct the temple.

The conditions that prevailed in the city were as follows: (1) The walls of the city
and a large part of the city itself were in ruins. Scattered throughout was the rubbish
and debris of a captured city. (2) While the temple foundations had been laid, every-
thing was in an unfinished condition. (3) Worship was most difficult, as its effect had
been marred since it was conducted amid such great difficulties. (4) The wealthier classes,
too easily discouraged from building the temple, had gone to work and built beautiful
homes for themselves, were living in comparative luxury within sight of the ruins of the
temple. (5) Marks of God's displeasure were upon their gardens and fields. Blight and
drought had caused their crops to be poor. Their cattle wasted away as the water failed.

The riches they expected did not come. Such was the scene when the prophet, Haggai,

appeared upon it.

Haggai's First Message

Haggai's first message was received from the Lord and delivered "in the second year

/

of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first day of the month . . . (Haggai 1l:1la).




z%;n/nﬁ %Jmf» — M /ﬁ‘& my@,,f*,/,g /w—»-) 7lﬂ /

e /AM//‘ z s ﬁ‘ﬂ P v’
? ,. /Mzﬁ/w/ G Ar Je b )72'.,@ |
o, K MW%JZ«MM%%@ ,

SE L

ryva//wﬂ/W W/ Wy Dot Py “5



&

3

He rebuked them for their indifference and admonished them to build the temple. His
first message divides itself into four parts.

First, he charges the people with a conflict of interest.

Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, this people say, The time is not
come, the time that the Lord's house should be built, Then came the work
of the Lord by Haggai the prophet, saying, Is it time for you, O ye, to
dwell in your ceiled houses and this house lie waste (Haggai 1:2-4)7

"This gives a true insight into the real interest and labors of the people. 'Ceiled
houses indicates a degree of luxury and concern for themselves as they lived comfortably

in expensive wainscoted dwellings. It may have been excusable for the people to build

comfortable and conveniently furnished houses if first they had built the house of God.
The irony of the charge is that while they spent their energies and Qealth, probably
using the materials gathered for the house of the Lord in their own dwellings, 'this
house lieth waste.' By no means is this the last time the people of God have looked
to the building of their own ceiled houses while the house of the Lord lay waste.”2

Second, Haggai calls upon them to consider their ways.

Now therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts; Consider your ways. Ye have
sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink,
but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe 'you,"but“there is none warm;

= and he that earneth wages earneth wages to _put it into a bag with holes..

Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Consider your ways (Haggai 1:5-7).

"Consider your ways' literally means ''set your heart on your ways.'" You need to

take a good look at yourselves and see the real situation of which you are a part,
%qggphing,ﬂ§§mg;ggg_and_the_iaulr_had‘iQﬂb§*§9m§EEE?E; "It was either (1) God's fault

for giving an impossible order or for refusing to bless their efforts, or (2) the
opponents fault for tram?&ing the Jews and finally succeeding in having the work
stopped by governmental decree or (3) the Jews' fault for not concerning themselves
adequately with the work of God. And Haggai the prophet laid the blame right at the
feet of the disinterested Jews. They simply were not concerned enough with building
the temple. They were more concerned about building their own paneled houses.”3

Third, they are given a very stern command to build the_temple,

e e ——— — )

Go up to the mountain, and bring wood and build the house; and I will take
pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the Lord. Ye looked for much,
and, lo, it came to little; and when ye brought it home, T did blow upon it.
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Why? saith the Lord of hosts. Because of mine house that is waste, and ye run
every man unto his own house. Therefore the heaven over you is stayed from dew,
and the earth is stayed from her fruit. And I called for a drought upon the
land, and upon the mountains, and upon the corn, and upon the new wine, and

upon the oil, and upon that which the ground bringeth forth, and upon men,

and upon cattle, and upon all the labour of the hands (Haggai 1:8-11).

In plain language the Lord tells them to "get busy." He gives a simple solution to
their problem: "Go," "pring wood," and "build the house." The Lord makes it very cleér
that the reason for them not receiving God's blessings was ''because of mine house that
is waste." They may have ascribed all their failures to natural causes and failed to

see that it was Jehovah's doings.
Fourth, Haggai's message reached the hearts of the people, and the leaders, and

they responded to the challenge. In just twenty three days they made preparation and

began the long neglected task of rebuilding.

Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Josedech, the high

priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the Lord their

God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the Lord their God had sent him,

and the people did fear before the Lord. Then spake Haggai the Lord's messenger

in the Lord's message unto the people, saying, I am with you saith the Lord,

And the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor

of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and

42;:/ the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and did the work in
the house of the Lord of hosts, their God. 1In the four and twentieth day of

the sixth month, in the second year of Darius the king (Haggai 1:12-15).

Hageai's Second Address

Haggai's second message was delivered less than one month after they began work

on the temple. '"In the seventh month, in the one and twentieth day of the month,

came the word of the Lord by the prophet Haggai, saying" (Haggal 2:1). Sixteen years
earlier when the foundation of the temple was laid, the old men, who had seen Solomon's
temple, wept with a loud voice (Ezra 3:12). Some of these were still alive and what
they saw now was nothing in comparison to the glory of Solomon's temple. Haggai's
second message from the Lord was to give them the comfort and encouragement they needed

to finish the work.,

Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Jedah, and to Joshua
the son of Joshedech, the high priest, and to the residue of the people, saying,
Who is left among you that saw this house in her first glory? and how do you
see it now? is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing? Yet now

be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the Lord; and be strong, O Joshua, son of
Josedech, the high priest; and be strong all the people of the land, saith

the Lord, and work; for 1 am with you, saith the Lord of hosts: According
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to the word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, 80 my spirit

remaineth among you: fear ye not. For thus saith the Lord of hosts: Yet once,

it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the

sea, and the dry land: And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all

nations shall come: and will fill this house with glory, saith the Lord of

hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts.

The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith

the Lord of hosts; and in this place will I give peace, saith the Lord

of hosts (Haggai 2:2-9).

First,he tells them to "be strong" and "te work." He follows this admonition with
the assurance "for I am with you, saith the Lord of hosts.'" This promise of being
with them was according to the covenant "that I covenanted with you when ye came out
of Egypt, so my spirit remaineth among you" (ef. Exod. 19:5-6; 24:8; 29:45; Neh.9:20).

Second, the Lord further encourages them by plainly stating what he purposes to do
and what will be the glory of this house. The shaking of the heavens, the earth, and
all nations had reference to the great upheavals that rocked the Persian and Greek
kingdoms, and brought the Roman Empire to power, before the coming of Christ. '"God never
‘had but one house. ‘Itﬂggyrhayquaken different forms and degrees of glory, but always
there was but one. The church of the New Testament is the house of God, filled with
the glory of God to a far larger degree than ever was the house of Solomon, Zerebbabel,
or Herod. The application of the passage made by the writer of Hebrews (12:20) confirms
this view. As God shook the heaven and the earth at the giving of the law at Sinai,

so He shook the heathen nations, removing them; and now he has shaken and removed the

Jewish economy that manﬂgould,pgcaivewéﬁkigg§9mm£h§Ewgénqgsm99“§h§39§,£H@hi,12;2§)-

e--'IQIMSPEEbLIMLﬂEK££1tgwkaﬂpmeﬁmxumdlﬂmjgWM@L@A&Q&H

_have come, God gives peace (cf. Isa. 9:6-7; Mic. 4:4; 5:5; Zech, 6:12-13;5 9:9-105

Eph. 2:15-17) Phil. 4:7).%

Haggai's Third Address

in the four and twentieth day of the ninth month, in the second year of
Darius, came the word of the Lord by Haggai the prophet saying, Thus saith
the Lord of hosts; Ask now the priests concerning the law, saying,If one
bear holy flesh in the skirt of his garment; and with his skirt do touch
bread, or poltage, or wine, or 0il, or any meat, shall it be holy? and
the priests answered and said, No. Then said Haggai, I1f one that is
unclean by a dead body touch any of these, shall it be unclean? and the
priests answered and said, It shall be unclean. Then answered Haggai,
and said, So is this people, and so is this nation before me, saith

the Lord; and so is every work of their hands; and that which they

offer there is unclean (Haggai 2:10-14)



Haggai's third message indicates that the people had again become sluggish and

inactive. They may have been disappointed that God's blessings had not come in response
to their zeal and labor. They were reminded that a garment made holy could not
communicate holiness beyond itself (Lev. 6:27). On the other hand the law made it

Yggxﬂglgggwggﬁg‘if‘a‘priest or a high priest (Lev, 21:1,11), a Nazarite (Num. 6:6-8),
or any persantouched a dead body he would be unclean and everything he touched would’
be unclean (Num. 19:11-13; 19:22). "o it was with the Jewish nation in the sight of
God, as represented by the Jewish captives. They might argue indeed that they had
rebuilt the altar of Jehovah on their first return. But that good act, if it stood
alone, even had there been no subsequent disobedience to vitiate it, would only, like
the holy flesh making holy the garment in which it was wrapped, have extended its in-
fluence a little way. The altar would have sanctified the gift in which was offered
upon it. On the other hand the sin of the people in neglecting to rebuild the temple,
like a touch of the corpse, not only contaminated themselves, but brought moral pol-
lution and consequent blight and disaster upon all the works of their hands."? They had
become unclean by their failure to carry the Lord's work to a successful conclusion,
and their uncleannegs communicated itself to everything they touched.

And Now, I pray you, consider from this day and upward, from before a stone

was laid upon a stone in the temple of the Lord: Since those days were, when

one came to a heap of twenty measures, there were but ten: when one came CoO

the pressfat for to draw out fifty vessels out of the press, there were but

twenty. 1 smote you with blasting and with mildew and with hail in all the

labours of your hands: yet ye turned not to me, saith the Lord. Consider

now from this day and upward, from the four and twentieth day of the ninth

month, even from the day that the foundation of the Lord's temple was laid,

consider it. Is the seed yet in the barn? yea, as yet the vine, and the fig

tree, and the pomegranate, and the olive tree, hath not brought forth: from

this day I will bless you (Haggai 2:15-19).

Three times God calls upon them to consider their ways over the last fourteen
to sixteen years., All their efforts had produced practically nothing, but they failed
to see this as judgment upon them as an effort to turn their hearts backs to God. They
had planted the sced kept in the barn and so little had been produced that there was

none left to plant again. All production and fruitfulness depends on God, and from

this day forward they will be blessed because they are now obeying them.



Haggai's Fourth Address

And again the word of the Lord came unto Haggai in the four and twentieth
day of the month saying, Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying,

T will shake the heavens and the earth; And I will overthrow the throne

of kingdoms, and I will destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the
heathen; and I will overthrow the chariots, and those that ride in them;
and. the horses and their riders shall come down, every one by the sword

of his brother. In that day, saith the Lord of hosts, will I take thee,

0 Jerubbabel, my servant the son of Shealtiel, saith the Lord, and will
make thee a signet: for I have chosen thee, saith the Lord of hosts (iHaggai
2:20-23).

The fourth address was on the same day as the third, but this time the promise

looks beyond the material blessings to the fulfillment of the spiritual hope in

Zerubbabel, a descendant of David. God declares, as he had said in the second speech,

that he will overthrow the heathen nations, their thrones, and all Ehe implements of
wars. Everyone is brought down by the sword of his brother which emphasizes that God
often used one nation to destroy another. "In that day," when the heathen nations are
destroyed, Zerubbabel is promised that he will be a signet in God's hand.

Before the captivity God had declared of Coniah that tqtough "he were a signet upon
my right hand, yet would I pluck thee hence'" (Jer. 22:24). 1In 597 B.C. Coniah was cast
out by Nebuchadnezzar "for no man of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne
of David and ruling any more in Judah" (Jer. 22:30), 'The promise made to David
(2 Sam., 7:11-14) is now revived in Zerubbabel, a descendant of David through Coniah,
and the one through whom the seed would come. 'For I have chosen thee, saith Jehovah'
gives validity and assurance to the promise. The people are now back in their home-
land and Jehovah has assured them of temporal blessings, of the overthrow of the heathen,
and of the fulfillment of the spiritual promises through Zerubbabel. The honor be-
stowed on Zerubbabel was not realized in him as a person, but in his office and lineage.
Matthew confirms the fulfillment of this promise as he points out that Jesus is the

Leed
heir of the throne of David through Coniah and Zerubbabel (1:12,16).”6»Z§&ff{gf: —

Lessons For Today From The Book of Haggai

First, effective preaching is based on what God says. 'Twenty six times in this
short book Haggai uses "Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts," "the word of the Lord," etc.

He wanted them to know that the source of his word was God. Paul told the Galatians

that he did not receive his message from man, but from God (Gal. 1:11-12; cf. I Cor. 2:
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6-7). Too many sermons today are filled with everything, but the word of God (2 Tim,
4:1-4; Acts 20:32).
Second, there is tremendous power in practical preaching. Haggali's practical

preaching produced universal obedience -- "Zerubbabel . . . Joshua . . . all the

people”‘(Haggai 1:12a); reverent obedience~-''did fear before the Lord" (Haggai 1:12b);

zealous obedience--"stirred up" (Haggai 1:14a); immediate obedience--twenty three days
after he preached (Haggai 1:14-15), Today's preaching needs to reach people where they
are and stir them to action,

Third, Haggai teaches us that it is never time to live in houses of luxury if God's

work lies neglected because of it. They were saying it is not time to build the Lord's
house, but every man was running to his own house. There are those today who are always
waiting for the set time. Neglecting while waiting! The church is God's temple today
(1 Cor. 3:16), It is made up of living stones--converted men and women (1 Pet. 2:5).
In too many cases the Lord's house is lying in waste while we are living in laps of
luxury. What kind of cars do we drive? What kind of houses do we live in? What con-
veniences do we have? 1Is it time for this?

Fourth, lifgdwigh835699dVmeagsfwgstgd efforts and is like putting wages "into a

bag with holes." How sad it is to see men and women giving their lives to a work that
g g

can be jerked uway by sudden fate. Yet that is exactly what happened to Israel and

what is happening to many today (Isa. 55:2), '"Except the Lord build the house, they
labour in vain that build it . . ." (Psa. 127:1). "Go to now, ye that say, Today

or tomorrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell,
and get gain. Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life?
Tt is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. For
that ye ought to say, If the lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that. But now

ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil, Therefore to him that knoweth
to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin (Jas. 4:13-17). Will that to which I

am giving my.life at this moment abide forever? _Will it pass_the test of permanence?

Am I building on the foundation, gold and silver, or wood, hay and stubble" (1 Cor. 3:

12). Am I putting it into a bag with holes?
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Fifth, we learn that partial obedience will not please God, The remnant had
rebuilt the altar (Ezra 3:2) and were offering sacrifices, but they were not obeying
God about building the temple. Their partial obedience left them unclean and their
works unacceptable to God. James wrote: 'For whosoever shall keep the whole law,
and yef offend in one point, he is guilty of all” (Jas. 2:10). '"This seems at first -
of a nature of an ethical paradox, but practically it states a deep moral truth., If
we wilfully transgress one commandment we shew that in principle we sit loose to all.
It is but accident, or fear, or the absence of temptation, that prevents our trans-
gressing them also. Actual transgression in one case'involves potential transgression
in a11.”7 One who has defiled his life, through neglect of his responsibility to
God cannot saﬁctify himself simply by outward conformity to ritual. The Pharisees
were very strict in outward conformity but Jesus said to them: "Ye are they which
justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly
esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God" (Luke 16:15).

Sixth ,_Haggai teaches us. the essentiality of stopping and taking inventory. He
called upon the people of his day to '"Consider your ways" (Haggai 1:5,7; 2:15,18).
Consider what you have been doing, and also what the Lord expects of you. This should
suggest most vividly to us the need of frequently taking a spiritual inventory of
ourselves before God. Paul admonished the Corinthians: Examine yourselves, whether
ye be in the faith; prove your own selves, Know ye not your own selves, how that
Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates" (2 Cor, 13:5). We may lull ourselves
into a false sense of security and think we are right before God when we are not. The
Laodiceans thought they needed nothing, but God's estimate-was quite different (Rev.
3:14-17). Self examination is most important, and it must not be made by the standard
of conscience or after the wisdom of this world, but by the divine standard--the word
of truth which we shall meet at the judgment (John 12:48; Rev., 20:11-15). "What does
the law (the New Testament law) say concerning it" (Haggal 2:11) is still tremendously
important today for it enables one to see himself and scrutinize himself from God's
point of view (Col. 3:17; II John 9-11; 1 Cor. 4:6), If God's law does not authorize
a given practice, then that practice is sinful. Brethren must constantly be impressed

with the question, "What does the Bible say about it?"
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Seventh, just as they were told to be strong,(Haggai 1:4) so we must be strong in
doing the Lord's work today. 'Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the
power of his might" (Eph., 6:10). 'Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee; in
whose heart are the ways of them'" (Psa. 84:5).

EEEEEE’ work was required of them (Haggai 2:5). The temple would not build itself
and the church today will fail if we do not work (Matt. 28:19,20; Eph. 2:10; 1 Cor.
15:58; 2 Cor. 9:8).

Ninth, God's people need to be constantly reminded of their duties. Haggai told
the people of his day things that they already knew, but they simply needed someone
to stir them to action regarding these matters., '"The church must constantly be reminded
that (1) there is only one way to be saved (Eph. 4:1-6), (2) the church is extremely
important (the book of Ephesians), (3) one must have Bible authority for all that he
does (II John 9), (4) the denominational concept is not scriptural (Eph. &4:4), (5)
carnal-mindedness is sin (Gal. 5:19-21; Rom. 1:28-32), (6) mechanical instrumental
musi; in worship is sinful (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16, 17; II John 9; 1 Cor. 4:6), (7)
one can know truth (John 8:32), (8) God wants all men to be saved (IT Pet., 3:9; 1 Tim,
2:4), (9) the church has a responsibility to God (Matt. 22:37), to others (Matt. 22:39)
and to herself (Matt, 22:39)."8 Peter wrote: '"Yea, T think it meet, as long as I am
in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance" (2 Pet. 1:13).

Tenth, just as they needed encouragement so we need encouragement, God assured
them that "I am with you" (Haggai 1:13; 2:5). "And let us not be weary in well doing!
for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not" (Gal. 6:9). 'Let your conversation
be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said,

I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee, So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my
helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me" (Heb. 13:5,6; Cf. Matt, 10:28).
" . . . and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen'" (Matt, 28:
20b).

Conclusion

From the book of Haggai we have learned that (1) "whatsoever things were written
aforetime were written for our learning" (Rom. 15:4), (2) effective preaching is based

on what God says, (3) it is never time to neglect the Lord's work, (4) life without
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God is vain, (5) partial obedience is not enough, (6)it’s important to take inventory,
(7) we must be strong, (8) work is essential, (9) we need to be constantly reminded,

and (10) encouragement is always needed.
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The Book of HAGG

Introduction
The year was 520 B.C. 5ixteen years previous the Persian emperior, Cyrus, had issued
his historic decree allowing the Jewish exiles to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the
Lord's temple. Thus, under the leadership of Zerubbabel the governor and Joshua the
high priest, the npemnant,' numbering some fifty thousand, returned to implement the
royal proclamation (Ezra 1-2). Two years later the foundation had been laid and the

A.

prospects for rebuilding seemed bright (Ezra 3:8-13).

1. But now it is 520 B.C. and circumstances were anything but bright. Following the

laying of the foundation, Palestinian opposition arose,

and the temple rebuilding ceased. See Ezra 4.

discouragement followed

a. Sixteen years had now dragged by since the return and fourteen since the laying
of the foundation. The temple remained unbuilt, the foundation was overgrown

with ‘weeds, and God's people had turned their energ

personal comforts.

y to their own homes and

2. The Lord needed one who could take a message from Himself, convery it to the people

and get results. Onto the scene steps Haggai, an aged,

straight-talking prophet of

God who minces no words in his call to "einish what you have begun.” His single.
but simple sermon, his one paramount obsession - BUILD THE TEMPLE!
a. It worked! Within three wegks after his first sermon construction had begun.

Placing
the Minor Prophets

CHRONOLOCICALLY ~nine of the Minor I’mphgls were
written before the Exile, and throe after,

: Fust retum .

Jonah (to Nineveh) D e e
os : b ; LA o

Hosea

Il ot
Jetusalem.

Zechariah
ARSI E st Malachi:
badiah (to Edom) :
“Joel
Micah Nahum (to Nineveh)
Zephaniah
Habakkuk

R“ m"l

(180)

In this time of prepara-
tion for the coming of the
Mesaiah, Hagoai, Zechariah
and Malachi were divinly

commisatoned to atimulate
obedience to Jehovah, re-
establish God's people in
Palestine, and set before
them the real meaning of

thein netuan and Reep them
in the line of duty untld
the coming of Cheist.




BODY
I. THE OUTLINE

A. The little scroll from Haggai is in four parts. Four times within four months in
. the second year of Darius (520 B.C.) the "woad of the Load” came through the lips
' of the prophet. Each of the four communications is carefully dated and each has
a single theme, :

' r"}‘/wm This Day 7 Will Bless You'

I. First Message - TO AROUSE, 1:1-15
Date: 6th Month, lst Day
Key Verse: "Build the house,” vs.8

II. Second Message - TO SUPPORT, 2:1-9
Date: 7th Month, Z1st Day
Key Verse: "7 am with you,”" vs.4

1II. Third Message - TO CONFIRM, 2:10-19
Date: 9th Month, 24th Day
Key Verse: "From this dayJ willbless you, " vs.19

IV. Fourth Message - 7TO_ASSURE, 2:20-23
Date: 9th Month, 24th Day
Key Verse: "7 have chusen you..." vs.23

II. THE FOUR SERMONS OF HAGGAI

A. TO AROUSE, 1:1-15 - God's people had forsaken the work on the temple and had turned
to their own houses. After laying the foundation they had lost interest in the
spiritual side of life and built themselves houses of cedar. It was a time of
INDIFFERENCE, MATERIALISM, and PROCRASTINATION. Haggai had to some how convince
the people to forpet their own pleasures and return to the Lord's work left unat-
tended for sixtecn years. Haggal chapter one shows the prophet's plan for perdonal
motivation. . »

1. He begins with the leadership, 1:1. To move the people of God, Haggai, by divine
Instruction, doesn't turn to the man in the field but rather to the leaders of
God's people. lere is an all important lesson on the importance of godly lead-
ership. Solomon well said, "Where thene is no viaion the people perish’ (Prov.
29:18). If the lcaders of God's people don't have a vision of what OUGHT TO BE
and a plan to ACHIEVE IT, the people will wallow in inactivity.

a. So it is today - if the kingdom is ever going to be moved the leaders, the
elders and Leachers must be men of vision to see that REFORM begins with
them. Without the proper kind of leadership, the ship of Zion will flounder
on the rocks of indifference, inactivity, procrastination and materialism
(which is exactly where the church is in many places today). Decisions
‘can't be arrived at, discipline can't be administered, and personal work
can't be done because of procrastination and materialism. Everything is
put off until the next business meeting, and everyone is too busy building
their-own businesses and houses Lo attend to the Lord's temple.

b. The need today is for both men like Haggai to arise and cry to the leaders
and for men like Zerubbabel and Joshua who as leaders hear the Lord's cry
and thus rise up to build. If we can't motivate the leaders of God's
cause the people in the pew will remain exactly that and not an active
marching army for the Lord.

1) If we can't get elders to do personal work, then how are we going to
get anyone else involved. If the leaders don't scek the high road of
self-sacrifice to put the kingdom first, how can they expect anyone
else to.

2) THE WORK PROGRAM OF ANY CONGREGATION IS NO STRONGER THAN THE PERSONAL
INVOLVEMENT AND COMMITMENT OF THE LEADERS TO IT!
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4.

Read verses 2-5. Here is the source of theilr problem - materialism. We will
sacrifice for our businesses, for our jobs, for our pleasures. Why? Because
we feel like it's worth it. Therc is always time to do what we really want to
do, yet there never seems like there is time to do what we really need to do.
And why? Again, our paioaities. And why do we allow our priorities to get

out of whack? Materialism! '

a. Consider the disprace that this nation was to Jehovah. They had bragged to
the surrounding nations about the power and greatness of Jehovah and how He
was superior to their gods of metal and stone. Yet this same people had
left the temple built to His glory in the ruins of incompletion for sixteen

- years while they followed after their own materialistic pleasures.

b. They had laid the foundation and doubtless the weeds had grown up around
the Holy of Holies, there were no walls, there was no roof, there was only
a monument of disgrace to the God of heaven.

1) How many things do we begin to God's glory - teaching programs, personal
work programs, gospel meelings - only to see them cut back or abandoned
in disgrace for lack of interest due to our first love for materialistic
pleasure? .

The result - no reward, vs.6-9. "Considen your ways...” Folks, God will not

bless those who spend all their time building their houses instead of His. When

we are too materialistic and indifferent and only hold a gospel meeting twice

a year because we have always done it that way - God can see through our feeble

facade. As long as God knows our hearts and knows that our first love is our

"paneled howses of cedar,” He is not going to be mocked by our half-hearted

attempts to salve our consclence once or twice a year. “Considen youn ways..."”

The people's responce, verses 12-15. Taking his message to heart the people

began to build with renewed zeal.

B. TO SUPPORT, 2:1-9. Three and a half weeks pass and the zealousness on the temple
restoration project begins to wane. 5Some are discouraged. The older ones remem-
bered the grandeur and splendor of the Solomonic temple and began to live in the
past thus demoralizing the younger people, verse 3.

ll

Hence, Haggai's message of Jehovah's suppoak, verse 4. Discouragement is never
reason enough to quit. Wwhy? "Foa J am with you,” says the Lord. The people in
essence respunded - "Out this is an impossible task!" Yet, they forgot that God
deals with the impossible and that ALL THINGS are possible with His help. See
Romans 8:31.

a. The United States Navy has a slogan that says, "The difficult we do night
away but the impussible takes a Little longen.” See Eph. 6:10.

See verse 9. To those who complained that the new temple failed in comparison

with the old - the Lord promiscs that the latter would far outshine the glory

of the former. Such a promise is tied to the messianic hope and to the spiait-

ual temple formed from the remnant by Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 3:16).

a. "In this place J shall give peace.” It 1is Christ who us the Praince of
Pogce (isaiah 9:6) brought peace between God and man through the forgiveness
of sins. Peace also was obtained in Christ between Jew and Gentile as the
two groups became as one in the church, the spiritual temple of God. See
Eph. 2:15-17.

C. TO CONFIRM, 2:10-19. Three months have now passed. Haggai presents a lesson to
the people concerning the need for purification and holiness. He asks two questions:

1.

Question #1 - Verse 12: "Does holiness make unclean things clean?”
Question #2 - Verse 13: "Does something unclean make the holy unclean?"

The priests responded to the prophet's first question correctly - "AO/" One who
is holy cannot make something that i{s unclean, clean. A well person cannot make
a sick person well - BUT A SICK PERSON CAN MAKE A WELL PERSON SICK! Thus, the
second question - Can something unclean make one who is holy unclean? — "Y&ES!"
a. The prophet then brings home the point of his illustration in verse 14 -
"So Ls My peopdel”
(182)



o, Israel had been holy but had Louched the unclean and thus they had become unclean

themselves. And, so, in order to receive the blessings of Jehovah they must
firsl cleanse themselves and seck llis favor.
3. "ot 7 will bless you...” 2:19. God promises the people: If you will buidd, I

will bless. But notice Jchovah's question: "Ja the  aseed AL in the baan?

7¢ has not boan fauit.” For two months the peoplc have been building. What

Haggai is telling them is that they had to work two months in faith before they

could see any reward for their labor. Now after these two months of work on

His temple He will start to bless them with material prosperity.

a. Paul made this point in Galatians 6:9. Brethren, we must understand that
the rewards of our labor may take years to produce and that we simply are
not at liberty to sow one day and then say if we see no harvest in a week
that we are not going to labor anymore. We will reap in due season....i.e.,
when God sees that the time is right.

1) We must understand, too, that our labor is connected inseparably with
our faith. If the faith is weak, the labor will fail. If the faith is
strong, we will labor no matter what the odds and trust that God will
give the increase.

b. The people had proved their faith. Now God would send the blessings.

D. TO ASSURE, 2:20-23. A sccond message on the same day. However, this message is to
zerubbabel himself and looks far beyond him to the ultimate consummation of the
Davidic line in the coming reign of Christ. Zerubbabel is here addressed as a
representative of the line of David.

1. To Zcrubbabel would be bestowed great honor ("a 4ignet ring"). "Fon J have
chosen you,” declares the Lord. GCod is here declaring that the fulfillment of
the future spiritual blessing would come through Zerubbabel. The honor bestowed

" on Zerubbabel wasn't realized in himas a person, but in his lineage. See
Matthew 1:12.

1. THREE REASONS FOR HAGGAL'S SUCCESS
) A. He Knew Where To Start. Haggai understood that true spiritual reform begins at the
top.

B. He Knew Where He Was Going. His was a single-minded mission. Haggai wasn't a
rambling preacher. So it must be with us. When we preach God's word in a sermon
or teach it in a Bible class we must give it some direction - we must know where’
we are going. Haggal had a lesson—-plan and a simple one at that! And he was
successfull !

Cc. lle Knew Who To Give The Credit. Twenty-six times in thirty-cight verses Haggai ap-
pealed to a "thus sayps The Lond." lere is the key to the prophet's power and to
His successful preaching.

Conclusion
"On the banks of hesitation Lia the blackened bones of mil-
Lions who at the dawn of victony sat down to rest...
" L LLand resting, died!
1. laggai accomplished in four months what had been abandoned for sixteen years! The

_people had grown indifferent. They were gelting used to being without a temple, and

this would have proved to be fatal. The temple was the reason for the return in the

first place and without it's completion Jehovah's favor could not be expected.

a. His was an enormous task - some would even say it was nigh to impossible - "Can't
be done!" But Haggai knew otherwise because Haggai knew Jehovah!

b. Sce Ezra 5:1 & 6:14-15.

//(3')’)



+4 x pprueq g

JO uonUAUI Y3 Jo PUE ‘€z—g A1 Yo Jo uondadxd oY) YuMm) ZZ 1A
03 z Ul YO WO SPUSXS UIIYM 'izg JO X0OQ B} JO UOLII}S
yeyy ‘weu siy SI1B3Qq YIIYM £ooydoxd o3 o3 uonIppe Ul

SIS TEUAG TEII) 0T JO 1 UIS s{07 TInyst

g 193e TGS € Pue oNepPIH ST YR ISAT Jeol8 o3

JoIpIS 517 4Q,, ‘uoIsIA Sy MES oY USUM [STUE( M oIom OUyMm

e s

a\h.mummmm oy Sureq OE[EN PU® feileyoaz) UaUl 24} JO duo Wiy
opew os|e SEY UOBIPELY -21m3o3fuod oy 3roddns 03 JUSLOYDS
JI9SH Ul WIS JOU S0P YOIYM souaiep1 B ‘Koaydoxd siy 3o ‘¢
‘i1 o ut , £1013 181y 1Y UL, sidwa T, 2y1 03 20URIJA1 Y] ST 2IM
-2afw0d sy 10} ‘1049M0Y ‘punoxs 4[uo ag], ‘AUUROD JALET I3
151491 03 PAAT] ‘TezzoUpEYINGIN £q Keme pauired jreuldiIo Uadq
Suaey oym ‘SIOAIAINS JO Pueq [[FWS JeYR JO suo sem Y eyl
swos £q pIspul PIdY udwq SBY ] Ay 3Ry} Ul 971X 941 Suumnp
uloq Sem 97 Jeyl uonIpell & §1 91071 pue ‘UoiAqeqg wo.y pauln}
-a1 oym saanded 9Yy3 Suowe seA 3Y Jed’ ajqeqoid jsowr W3S
pinom 3] 'sn Pjo} jou 31 s8ejuared pue 9qun} SIH  "UlElIedUN
2Y1[e 21B 90UISJOI PUE UOUBALISD Y3 NG ¢ pa12A1[RP Y YOIyM
mcobu%oﬁ a3 jo 1230rIeyd snofof 3y o SAIEIIPUL 2G 03 pue
SRS DT H-O T UOS A 1Snoy} U9aq SeY JWEU SIH "UMOUY

s1 Surgikue Ap@oress 1e8SeH jO £103sty rewosiad Y JO
-STATE 513 TG0] JO SKEp oyF [} solnjuod IN0} 10} IHEN ]

L

m@BJmuuﬂ\ggﬂ Jo 3510A D BT ISy iaTe T SieskTpaapuni:

% D)
¢

107 THf TETE: "UOWPOUSWIWIOD S3 JB paseydoad
elRYDY7 pue oY ‘WYl JO OMT wojqeg ur Liandeds oy
w0y winial o7y Yia uesaq yOIm AI103s1g Ysimd { 30 28es 1euy
Jey) 03 SuoRq oym ‘syoyqdoad 22113 9Y3 JO ISIY Y3 SEM IVODVEH
IVOOVH IFIHJOEId IHI

‘T YILIVHD

TVOOVH OL NOILOAQOY.LNI

‘NOILDNAOYLNI

-passnasip A[iny SI 109{qns d10YM I} d1YM qpiuo MY
grg fo prd PG IEU Apusmoiyns Sl 940QE uoalS uonedy
-Juapt [eIRUSS AYL  «ONEL o1} jo om3 Jo suonod 1aa0 SuSuet
Iouuioy 9Y} Jo YoES ‘quows Ie[0S (gsimaf) oy pue xeun] (4no)
usamiaq 3IsIxa Ajqeladul jsnt SUOTJBLIEA ,, '1S9AIEY Katreq oyl
3ls S0UIPIOUI0D OUL quqy yiuouwr 343 Surxq 03 19pio Ul ‘owty 0}
swyy WOl PIONPORUT UIsq aary o3 sieadde qiuow Kxepediaul
we nq ‘syauour zI JO PISISUOD Aureurpio 3] 'su0seas 3 s
papIouiod Syjuow St PUE I1esk Ie[OS B SEAM 1eafk ysimaf 3y L

e

igygumnxoidae K[H6 9s1n0d

30, ST 10,00 KA SHUONL HSIAAL ot JO, MOBEIYTIUOPL 9UL™

‘11 "Yyo ‘yeLreydeZ O3 -ponju] 00g
oy Jo Anuf) Yyl uo 1ojdeyo oy} Ul PIssmosIp a1e diysioyine
pue 9jep 13U I10WNE 12} Aq Wey} wealS 21ep OU 24'Y (ax
—x1 "yo) YEUERYDIZ JO }00q 33 Ul saoydoxd Sutureutal YL

-poje1dmod aidway, 3L (yorey) -$18
€2 mA—I 1A YO <foaydoad pIry3 SYELICYIIZ (19quas0N) 81§
¢ a4 1y “foaydord puodss SR LA (Lxenuef) 618
‘gg—o07 61—
o1 1 -yo ‘seeydord ymoy pur pags s 18832 (xoquae)
*g—1 '1°2 ¢foaydoad 351y S qELBYIIZ (1oquiaa0N)
$6—1 1L YO faaydord puodas s 1ed8e (32q0190)
111 1 o “bosydod 3s1y s e85 (1oqus3dag)
*snire(] JO 92199p jusubosqns 9y} pue YeLEYISZ
pue eS3eH Jo sovoydoxd oty ySnoiyy pawmsdI sIom YL,
-swejureHEg 243 JO Sendin
-up oYy YSnoayd poddoys spdway, au3 Jo Swpimqayg -0z§—EES
-pre o[dwa ], 343 J0 uolEpUNO] YIUoW puz -6¢s
-3doy| seporUIaqE], JO 35%2) UL
-pawmmnsal 30YMoES  ng e oy, "(1990100) WauoH mi
-saapdE0 213} JO WIN3RX 34} 10} snak) Jo uoryeme[oold YL g5 *0'a
09y
*19Y30UE SUO 0} PUE ¢£103s1Y ysime{ 03 UL i ‘se10oyd
-o1d 1Yy JO pUE ‘YEHEYIIZ pue 1e33eH JO uoinsod (821501
-ouoIgo> Y} Apyewxoxdde sjuasaxrda1 o[qe; Sulwol[o} UL

13

6 ¢

‘g1gvL TVOIO0TONOTYHD

II JALAVHD

-

"NOILDNQJOYULINI




5 @/LW Drevase Potrm (hoft Dl

/V%W i Z/déémﬁjgw

- oz
»f/f%&/%?%é;

/M’ %m/ SQM (%,W L oy 3)

Z,
< % %4%« %4@/:\3%;3

- (Zhe g f
M—-‘ﬁa %W‘?‘y’ -

/C'ngcé//””‘awﬁ_a

Z%» Fpar T
o, e 7o M/% MMJ%W

j ‘! %ﬁwfﬁyw
2, 7/%//% é,& ;?Z%Zf/%fl?

ZhT Zhe
%j &iﬁy@/ﬂwm Mwé/ AR
(W«(A/%J/j@)

Bz e _. e

”1/47 M&P ‘Z;Mfﬂ?v




A %Mjﬂ@ DT v P fonen

2, bt e . —;%z,ﬂ A Fee = :
S Akt 0wty Baed
g

% 17149 o e hrt Dhe
%MJ( e, | X fﬂ§




%{,;@;Vz Dl B s e Lol A

75 T
= )
Z 2| oz //'Zf;’/

<. {

o AU S &//’///b —’%’;—t&«?{;//?ﬁ
Condntt a0 Phe. s o 76‘2»4’«/

Bofle peent ,&LWW/JW M_7
W/%&w/@zﬂ/,ég R U Awcaid s

A/ﬁ{/&/‘&y %) W‘Qj&w M%W PX@W

f:g«u() Mﬁ% )%Z ;%M

@'//JW

7%%% ﬂ%/g&‘; W’ﬁ’ oIk E’&%)



THE INOP. PROPHETS - HAGGATL 9
LESSON ELEVEN

INTRODUCTION:
1. Read Ezra 1 - 6 as a background study te this prophet.
2. h Ce

Nebuchadnezzar destroyad the city of Jerusalem in the year 586. In 536 B.C., Zerubbabel
ed about 50,000 Jews back from captivity to rebuild the temple at Jerusalem. (Ezra 1-
2). There was 2 delay of starting the work but finally the foundation was completed.
It was at this point that the enemies of Israel put forth afforts and stopped the work
(Ezra 3 ~ 4:24; 5:16). After a period of some fifteen years delay, God raised up the
provhets Haggai and Zechariah to stir up the people to complete the work which had
stopped. (Ezra 5:1,2), Under their preaching, the work prosperad and the work was com-
pleted “on the third day of the Adar, which was in the sicth year of the veign of
Derius the king.” (¥zra 6:15).

3, The oracles of Haggsi “have as their purpose to stir the people from their lethargy and
indifference and to urge them to rebuild the temple.’ (Lewls).
4, Haggai's name is from a word denoting rapid movement. It means the joyous one’ or
Ythe festive onc.”
5. The book of Haggal divides itself into four parts.
DISCUSSION:
1. THE FIRST ADDRESS IS AN ADMONITION TO FINISH REBUILDING THE TEMPLE. 1:1~15.
A. The reesons for thoir delay may have been:
1. The 70 years of the captivity are not yet completed = “The time is not come...”
V. 2.
2. Some may have pointed to the opposition and others to the poverty of the
community.
3. The moin reason was the concern for building their own housas, but indifference
toward the Lord's house. v.3,4
B, The prophet then points out the reason for their unfruitful seasoms. v. 5-11.
1. The prophats use three verbs of action with them “Go" - "Bring’” - "Build.”
ve 71,8
9. The main cnuse of their failure was ''mine house that is waste.” v. 9.
3, The people ‘obeyed the voice of the Lord...did fear before the Lorxd...came and
did work in the house of the Lord of hosts, their God.” v, 12~-15.
TII. THE SECOND ADDRESS WaS ON THE 218T DAY OF THE SEVENTE MONTH. (TEE FEAST OF TABERNACLES—~
OCTOBER) . 2:1~9.
. There was a need of encouragement to those who compared this second timple with the
first., v. 1=8.
1. Sixty-siz years had passed since the first temple was destroyed. (586 B.C.)
2. Some were still living that saw the first temple.
B. The Lord emphasizes the greatness that the glory of this second temple will have.
v. 4-9,
IITI. THE THIRD ADDRESS WAS I THE 24TH DAY OF THE 9TH MOWTH. 2:10-19.
L. This ie perhaps a 'reply to those who felt that GCod's blessings were slow in
coming.” (Lewis)
B. Tt is shown that holy flesh camnot defile but the dead can and that the whole
nation was unclean, therefore the blessing didn't coma. v. 11-14.
¢. Once the temple was built the blessings would begin to flow. v. 15-13.
1V. THE FOURTH ADDRESS WAS ON THE SAME DAY AS ADDRESS 3 AND PROMISES DIVINE PROTECTIOW.

2:20~-23

A. God promises to “shake” the nations and preserve Israel. v:20-22,
3. Zerubbabel was to become a signet in God's hand. v. 23.

C. The Messisnic line is traced through Zerubbabel. (cf. Ezek. 34:23).



Page 2, Lesson 11
THE MINCR PROPHETS - HAGGAT
GUESTIONS ON LESSON 11

DISCUSSION & THOUGET QUESTIONS:

For what purpose did he lead them back?

1. %ho led the first groun of Jews back from Babylonian captivity?

s

\;

2, What was the main reason God raised up the prophet Haggadi?

3. Why were the people saying the work was not being done?

4. FEven though the time was not right (they said) to build God's house it was right to do

what?

5., VWhat does the exprossion “he that earneth wages earneth wages

holes™ mean?

to put it

bag with

[ox)

. What did God tell the people to consider?

Why?

7. Whe was the civil leader of Judah at this time?

Vho was the religlous leader?

8. What were the results of Haggai & Zechariah's preaching?

9. Comparing the glory of this second house the first wase discouraging to some but God

states three things in 2:4 to deter discouragement. What are they? (1)

(2) (3)

10. Where are 2:6,7 quoted in the New Testament and what is the meaning?




12.

13

14,

150
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If the second temple was lacking in comparison to the first then how would the plory

of the second temple be greater than the first? (2:9)

Can the clean make the unclean clean? {2:12)

Can the unclean make the clean unclean? (2:13)

What did God swmite the people with, yet it brought no repentancea?

Who is pictured in 2:237




ZECHARIAH:
“The Lord shall yet comfort Zion” - Lessons from a hopeful future

Joseph Renne

| want to go back in Bible history and remember some things about God’s chosen people,
the Jews. They had problems staying faithful to the Lord. On the way to the Promised
Land they sinned by melting the spoils of the Egyptians and forming a golden calf as their
“god” (Ex. 32:1-10). They would later fail in conquering the Promised Land because they
listened to the ten unfaithful spies (Num. 13-14). As a result, God made them wander in
the wilderness for forty years (Num. 14:33-35). When they went over into the Promised
Land, they were instructed to remove all the residents from that place and seize the land.
However, they failed to do so and eventually were influenced by the inhabitants of the land
(Jud. 2:11-15). God then appointed Judges to correct the Jews when they turned to idol
gods (Jud. 3-16). According to Scripture this happened many times over as Israel had
fifteen different Judges.

Next, God’s people asked for a ruler to be over them like the other nations (1 Sam. 8:1-9).
God did grant them a leader and Saul was their first king (1 Sam. 9). It did not take Saul
long to depart from God’s plan and he was rejected as king (1 Sam. 13-15). David, whom
God loved, became king next and was a warrior. His son, Solomon, was next in line during
a time of wealth and peace. Solomon allowed the nation to be influenced with idol gods
because of the foreign women he married (1 Kings 11:1-13). Solomon’s son, Rehoboam,
was to inherit the kingdom but Jeroboam also wanted the kingdom. Rehoboam was
offered advice by the elders who served with Solomon and the young men with whom he
grew up (1 Kings 12). He followed the advice of the younger men and made service harder
for the inhabitants of the land (1 Kings 12:12-17). Making their burdens harder gave the
other tribes reasons to leave Rehoboam’s kingdom and unite with Jeroboam’s kingdom in
the north. Jeroboam didn’t want his people to travel to Jerusalem to worship (1 Kings
12:25-27), so he set up his own mode of worship (1 Kings 12:28-33). Later Israel would fall
to the Assyrian armies because of their sins (2 Kings 17). The tribes of Judah and
Benjamin saw what took place with their sister tribes, but did not learned from them. Joel
and other prophets foretold what would happen if they continued to disobey God. Many
prophets were ignored and some were even killed. Both the Northern and Southern tribes
did not do what was right in the eyes of God. Judah and Benjamin had a few faithful kings,
but most of them were evil in the eyes of God. What happened to them? They too went
into captivity because they failed to repent. It came to pass they did not to keep His
commandments and were carried off by the Babylonians (2 Kings 24-25).

Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, failed to acknowledge God and his kingdom was taken
away from him (Dan. 4:28-33). Cyrus of Persia became the next ruler of a world power (2
Chr. 36:22-23). He ordered the temple to be rebuilt in Jerusalem and some did not want
that to happen (Ezra 4). Haggai was a prophet sent to encourage the rebuilding of the
temple. He reminded the people that their houses were built and the temple was in ruins
(Hag. 1:1-11). The temple was the central location for Jewish worship and socialization.
Without the temple God’s work was not being carried on. The temple was the stepping
stone for the Lord’s church and is where Zechariah comes into the picture.
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Zechariah’s mission is to give hope to God’s people. “Again proclaim saying, Thus says
the Lord of hosts, My cities will again overflow with prosperity and the Lord will again
comfort Zion and again choose Jerusalem.” After all the trials and disobedience, God
would set Jerusalem on a high place among all the cities of the world to show that these
are His people. Darius’ letter 10 the Jews speaks of the plans to rebuild the temple (Ezra
5). The Jews would prosper and grow into a nation that came under Greek rule and later
under the Roman Empire during the life of Christ. We read In Daniel 2, of God’s kingdom
being built during the days of the Roman Empire (Dan. 2:44-45). Zechariah came to
support Haggai and the Jews who were rebuilding the temple. These two men had a
mission to complete, and if they failed, the preparation of the Kingdom would be lost.

Zechariah has similar visions to that of Daniel and other prophets. He gave hope of
rebuilding the temple and encouragement to the people of that day. Zechariah wrote his
book around 520 BC and it is a book containing eight visions. The first vision is of
horseman, riding under a myrtle tree which was a symbol of fertility and renewal. The rider
on the red horse became a spokesman delivering a message from God (Zech. 1:12-17).
The Gentiles did not rule the world where he was concerned. This was the right time to
build the temple. The horseman patrolied the earth and reported all was well.

The second vision was a matter of hope containing horns and craftsmen (Zech. 1:18-21).
The four horns, which represented languages or governments, represented the four world
powers of Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome. These four nations had scattered the
people of Judah and taken her freedom away. The craftsmen were coming to, “terrify
them, to cast out the horns of the nations that lifted up their horn against the land of Judah
to scatter it” (Zech 1:21).

The third vision (Zech. 2:1-4) was of Jerusalem being measured out and protected by God.
Zechariah 1:16 reads, “Therefore thus says the Lord: | am returning to Jerusalem with
mercy; My house shall be built in it, says the Lord of hosts, and a surveyor’s line shall be
stretched out over Jerusalem.” The wall was for defense against their enemies and it gave
the people confidence. They really did not need the wall, for God was, “a wall of fire all
around her” (Zech. 2:4). God also made this promise to Jerusalem, “Sing and rejoice, O
daughter of Zion! For behold, | am coming and | will dwell in your midst, says the
Lord” (Zech. 2:10). There was still hope for God’s people!

The fourth vision was of Satan accusing Joshua the high priest (Zech. 3:1-2). The
priesthood was guilty of sinning before God. Joshua stood as a representative for all Israel
and Satan was criticizing her sin. Joshua’s filthy garments symbolized the sin and pollution
of the people (Zech. 3:4), but God forgave them and clothed them in clean garments.
There was then a promise made to Joshua in prophecy of the coming Christ. He was
referred to the Branch who would be the true High Priest of God’s people (Zech. 3:8-10).
The book of Hebrews tells of this great High Priest (Heb. 3:1).

A fifth vision gave the people hope and encouragement (Zech. 4). It is believed that
Joshua and Zerubbabel are the two olive trees on each side of the lampstand which held
seven lamps. Zerubbabel was in charge of the building of the temple and we know that he
faced great opposition which was like a great mountain (Zech. 4:7). The good news,
however, was that the mountain would become a plain before him. The two olive trees
represented the leadership in spiritual and political matters.

The sixth vision of a flying scroll is contained in Chapter 5:1-4. God was going 1o give hope
to the freed nation by removing the law breakers from the land. The explanation given
55



was, “l will send out the curse, says the Lord of hosts: It shall enter the house of the thiet
and the house of the one who swears falsely by my name” (Zech. 5:4).

The seventh vision was of a woman in a basket (Zech. 5:5-11). This vision represented the
iniquities that were in the land. The woman representing wickedness, sitting in a large dry
measure was sent to Shinar where sin would find a home. When the temple was rebuilt
evil was to be removed from the land.

According to his eighth vision Zechariah saw that there was hope for Jerusalem in “four
chariots” (Zech. 6:1-8). They represent the Spirit of God going forth in the north country
and another in south country and so forth. They seem to symbolize God’s protection and
providence. The earth is at peace under God’s control. In 6:9-11 the peace that resulted
from the eighth vision made it possible for Joshua to wear the crown as high priest and for
the people to now focus on the coming of the Messiah called the Branch (Zech. 6:9-15).

Chapters 7 through 13, teach the people about worshiping from the heart, doing justice,
not mistreating widows, orphans, foreigners, or the poor and to stop hurting others. A
picture of hope and joy is set forth in Zechariah 8:4-8: “Thus says the Lord of hosts, Old
men and old women will again sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each man with his staff in
this hand because of age. And streets of the city will be filled with boys and girls playing in
the streets. Thus says the Lord of hosts. If it is too difficult in the sight of the remnant of
this people in those days, will it be too difficult in My sight? Declares the Lord of hosts.
Thus says the Lord of hosts, Behold, | am going to save my people from the land of the
east and from the land of the west: and | will bring them back and they will live in the midst
of Jerusalem, and they will be My people and | will be their God in truth and
righteousness.” Verse 19 states, “Thus says the Lord of hosts, The fast of the fourth the
fast of the fifth, the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth months will become joy,
gladness and cheerful feasts of the house of Judah; so love truth and peace.”

God was encouraging the people not to be afraid to rebuild. Jerusalem would be called a
city of truth and the mountain of the Lord of hosts was the holy mountain. He wanted the
glory to be returned to the temple: “Thus says the LORD, | will return to Zion and will dwell
in the midst of Jerusalem, Then Jerusalem will be called the City of Truth, and the
mountain of the LORD of hosts will be called the Holy Mountain” (Zech. 8:3). Verses 11
and read, “But now | will not treat the remnant of this people as in the former days,’
declares the LORD of hosts. For there will be peace for the seed: the vine will yield its fruit,
the land will yield its produce, and the heavens will give their dew; and | will cause the
remnant of this people to inherit all these things.” God’s people would be providing food
for themselves and the land would give abundance for their comfort. They were assured
that God would be with them. We can also learn from them that God wants His people to
be happy and full of joy (1 Pet. 3:10-12). We are encouraged by His word and the support
of the Church as the Jews were by the temple.

Zechariah 8:22 reads, “So many people and mighty nations will come to seek the LORD of
hosts in Jerusalem and to entreat the favor of the LORD.” Zechariah spoke of the great
promise of the Messiah coming in humility and mounted on a donkey (Zech. 9:9-10).
Zechariah 12:1-4 looks forward to the restoration of the land and the rebuilding of the
temple. God preserved the Jews until the coming of the Messiah. The temple had to be
rebuilt for the coming of Christ. All of this had to be in place. The work of Zechariah was
very important for the preparation of the coming of the Branch.
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The Book of i “HAR [(AH

Introduction

Al

After the short and simple message of Hagga:, the book of Zechariah may seem discourag-
ingly complicated; yet it is full of good things. Haggai's chief concern and paramount
obsession had been to challenge the returncd remnant to bwidd the temple which had been
neglected for fourteen years (flaggai 1:7-8). Beginning the same ycar as Haggai (520
B.C.), the younger Zechariah takes up the rumc cause as his older contemporary, thus,
supplementing, developing, and amplifying h.: message. One may even say that the lit-
tle Haggal scroll virtually serves as an /soductlon to the much larger work of
Zechariah (the largest of the Minor Prophet:).
1. Although the two dc¢liver similar message: (encourapgement to the temple builders) -
they use strikingly different manners.
a., Haggal uses sewnons while Zechariah uses visdions. Huggal is an exhoater while
Zechariah is an encowragen. Hagpal shoots from the acp with a strong message
of nebuke; Zechariah shoots from the feart with a soothing message of zestona-
tion. Haggal is concerned with the ptesent: "Take heart and finish the temple!';
Zechariah is concerned with the futwre: 'Pake heart, the Messiah is coming!
2. With Zechariah, as with Haggai, we begin in the second ycar of the Persian ruler,
Darius, or 520 B.C. Sixteen years earlicr the remnant had returned at the decree
of the then ruling Cyrus who announced thut the exiled Jews should return to Jerusa-
lem and "zebuild the house of the Load” (Fzra 1:3). They never got farther than
the foundation.
a. Fourteen years of spiritual inactiv:ly come and go before Jehovah has had enough.
He raises up the prophetic duo of Hupaal and Zechariah and commissions them to
rekindle the faltering zeal of the Jewish-leaders and people and to motivate
them to finish what they have beguu.
b. Few preachers have ever been as suceessful.,  See Ezra 5:1-2; §:14-15.

-Who Was Zechariah? Like Ezekiel, Zechariah wis both a priest and o prophet. In 1:1 we

BODY
I.

learn that he was "the aun of Berechiah, the son of Jddo.” according to Nehemiah 12:4,
Iddo was one of the priests who returned from Babylon with Zcrubbabel (the governor) and
Joshua (the high priest). Thus, Zechariah wiys of the family of Auron.

1. It is interesting to note that from thi» ltime on the pricsthood takes the lead in

Israel. The history ot the government i the covenant pcople falls into three main
periods:

The JUDCES: Moses o Samuced

The KINGS:  Sawl to Zedekb.ch

The FRIESTS: Jushua to dest wuction of Jeawsalom (70 A.0.)
Zechariah's Messiah. Zechariah is one of the mosct outstanding pieces of literature
anywhere due to the amount of Messianic prophecy il contains. Therce are more specific
prophecies regarding the coming Messiah in “cchariah than in any other Old Testament

book with the exception of Isaiah (which ha: 06 chapters). For example:
Reference in Zechariah iicture of Mession
3:8 servant, Mark 10:45
6:12 Branch, Luke 1:63-69
. 6:13 ang, Matt. 21:4-2
- 6:13 I'riest, Heb. 4:1.
11:12-13 setrayed One, Malt.27:9-10
12:10 Pierced One, John 19:37
13:1 Fountain, Leve. L:5
13:7 chepherd, John 19:11
13:7 Humanity, tleb. 2:11
14:9 l.ord, Reve. 11:15

A DIVIDED BOOK 4
A. The Two Parts. Few 01d Testament book: are as Jditficult to interpret as is this
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II.

THE

one. However, part of the problem lies in failing to distinguish the wo parts
of the prophecy. There 1: a major break following chapter cight. Chapters 1-8
were written during the days of the temple rebuilding, while chapters 9-14 were
probably written at a much later time. The two sections have marked differences:

1. he first eight chapter e inly vigdlon—-pro > ; the remainin ap-
ters are dirtect prophecies. The fig§§—panrAnunnﬁxns,thgﬁgﬁgggggéﬂggmgggz_ngy

~Back in the land, while the second part concerns the spinitugd remnant under
_the Messiah. The contunts of the first section are caneluddy dated, while the

eonnd sccotion arve nowhese dated.

Note, then, our outline of Zechariah:

———————— - . —————
"Jealows Fon Zion"

I. EARLY PROINECIES: Tumple Being Rebuilt, ch.1-3
A. Seven vVisions

1. The fourn honses, 1:8-17

2. The four hoans and craftsmen, 1:18-21
3. The measuring Line, 2

4. The neclothing of Joshua, 3

5. The dampstand and the odive trees, 4
6. The scrodd, ephah, and the women, 5
7. The foun chaniovts, 6

B. Five Mcssapes: 6:9-15; 7:1-7; 7:3-14; 8:1-17; 8§:18-23

II. LATER PROVHECIES: After Temple Rebuilt, ch.9-14
A. The Coming Shephcrd-King and Ziun's Subsequent Blessing, 9-10
B. The Offending of the Shepherd-King and It's Tragic Results, 11
C. The Final Travail and Triumph of Zion, 12-14

1. As the key-word-phrase in Haggai was = "faom this day on J will bless you..." -
so the same thought continues in Zechariah with the announcement that Jehovah
is "jealows fon Zion” (1:14; 2:8; 8:2).
2. The book begins with a simple prologue in 1:1-6 with a call for present repent-
ance (vs.3) and a reminder of past problems (vs.4-6).
a. Notice in verse 6a that the word of the Lord outlasted both their fathers
and the prophets. See 1 Pet. 1:23-25.

SEVEN SYMBOLIC VISIONS

The Four Horses, 1:8-17 —'GOD'S EYES ARE OV THE WICKED." Read verses 8-10. Here
Ts Jehovah's angel patrol surveying world conditions. They report back in verse
11b that "all the canth is peaceful and quiet.” Zechariah is intended to sce that
while the surrounding nations are at ease, his people are suffering hardship and
difficulties of every sort. Thus, the angelic question in verse 12 and Jehovah's

. reply.

1. Zechariah informs us of the two levels of history - the visibde and the invis-
ible. While man operates out of the Former, God operates outl of the latter.
To the returned Jews il appeared Lhat Jehovah's enemics were prospering while
Jehovah's. people were suffering - and that He was unconcerned! However, in
the invisible realm, God was watching and was preparing a stroke of retribution
upon the wicked while planning a three—=Ffold blessing on Judah (vs.17).

The Four Horns and Craftsmen, 1:18-21 - "COD’'S HAWDS ARE ON THE WICKED.” Read verses

18-19. lorns in apocalyptic literature often represent kings or kingdoms (Sce

Daniel 8 and Reve.l17:12). These four horns are Lhe nations that have sought to

destroy Judah. However, God would raise up four craftsmen or carpenters who would

ndismantle" the horns and judge the nations.

1. #*please keep in mind that all of this 1is symbolic. These figurcs are not to be
interpreted literally but figuralively as representing various ideas that God
wanted his prophet/people to see.

(135)




The Measuring Line, 2:1-13 - "COD'S PROTECTION OV THE RIGHTEQUS." Notice .verses
1-3. What 1s all this measuring busincss? What does the measuring represent?
See Ezekiel 40-42:20; Reve. 11:1-2. The measuring speaks of dividing between the
holy and the profane. God is telling the prophet what He will protect and what He
won't protect. Jerusalem was to be measured, i.e., set aside as holy unto the Lord.
1. Verse 4. Why did God not want walls around Jerusalem? He wanted His people

to first build the temple, not the walls. Building the temple without first

constructing the walls was an indication of their faith in Jehovah. Besides,

He would be their wall; He would be their protection, (vs.5,8).

The Reclothing of Joshua, 3:1-10 - "4 PREPARED PEOPLE FOR A PREPARED PLACE."” Here
Ts Satan as the 'accuser' making his case against Joshua, who stands. as a represen-
tative of the people (vs.1). Joshua appears filthy (with sin) and like a torch
left too long in the fire he is burned and dirty (vs.2b-3). Satan's argument is
thatJoshua (the Jews) were not worth saving.

1. Jehovah did not deny the charges but did disagree with Satan's conclusion. He,
being full of grace and love, took them back, cleansed them and gave them new
garments (vs.4-5). And why had lle done this? Was this an act of grace without
works? See 1:6. Yes, here is the 0ld Testament illustration of the prodigal
son and his forgiving father.

. 2. But this is more than just a vision of God accepting again His people - it

symbolizes something greater (vs.8). The Branch (the Messiah, Isa.11:1) would

come and prepare a “stone.” From such passages as Dan. 2:44-45; Isa. 28:16 we

see that the "sfone” concept represents God's kingdom, the church.

a. The Messiah would prepare the "stone”, God's watch-care would be over it
("seven eyes"j and salvation would be therein - "7 will aemove the iniquity
of that land in one day."

b. Thus, as Joshua had been fitted with new garments, so are those today who
wash their robes in baptism (Reve.22:14). We are to put off the old and
put on the new. At such time the prepared people are added to the prepared
place - the stone (Acts 2:47).

3. MJn that day...” (vs.10) - the people will have one main objective when the

Branch rules:

a. EVANGELISM! - "eveayone of you will invite youn neighboa...

The Lampstand and the Olive Trees, 4:1-14 - "4 PREPARED RESPONSIBILITY." This

n

Fifth vision was of special encouragement to Zerubbabel, the civid leader of the
remnant as the preceeding vision was to Joshuu, the neligious leader. Verses 2-5.
1. The lampstand was a sign that the people would finish the temple. And how
would that haopen? Verse 6. Oply with Jehovah's help would they be able to
finish. )
a. See verse 7 - "0 great mountain, Befone Zewbbabel you will become a plain.”
The mountain represents all of the obstacles in the way of rebuilding. But
God removes the mountain and the temple is finished (vs.7b-9).

2. Notice his question in verse 11. The olive trees represcnt the fuel (0il) that
would light the lampstand. And verse 14 more specifically adds, "These are the
two annoinded ones..." The fuel which would motivate the people in the work
of rebuilding would come from the two "olled" offices - thce king and high priest.
The king.is here represented by Zerubbabel (who was of the blood-line of David)
and the high pricst by Joshua. Thus, the two offices would have to work to-
gether in order for the fuel to reach the lampstand or in order for the temple
to be completed.

a. One day these two "oiled" offices would be united in Christl

The Scroll, Ephah, and the Women, 5:1-11 - "4 PREPARED HOLINESS." Here is the

o=h needed lesson that there can never be a restoration of Jchovah's blessings

without the expulsion of that which is evil (vs.1-3).

1. Zechariah sees a flying scroll containing a two-fold curse: (1) against steal-
ing, and (2} against swearing. This summarizes all sins which are (1) against
man, and (2) against God. Note in verse 3 that these sins must be purged.
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God will not tolerate a mixture of good and evil in the land. Sin must be

purged. '

a. Can there be any application here for us? See 1 Cor.5:7 in regard to the
command for church discipline. God commands that His church be pure and
sin purged. '

2: In verse 5-7 the prophet sccs un ephah (a Jewish measurement) which was proba-
bly in the shape of a barrcl. _Inside was one recognized as wickedness. Immed—
iately she was contained und sent away to Babylog (vs.8-11). The proper home

———r——- .

for such wicliedness was certainly not Jerusalem,

a. Here is a simple lesson on what to do with sin. _Sin must be (1) recognized,
;g) condained, and finally (3) sent away.

The Four Chariots, 6:1-8 - "A PREPARED JUDGEMENT.” Here is Jehovah's coming judge-
ment on the Gentile nations as represented by the land of the north (Persia), vs.8.
llere follows five brief messages to Zechariah:

L. CAnd the wond of the Load cume...” 5:9-15. Here the prophet is commanded to
enact a coronation ceremony for Joshua. The passage is entirely Messianic and

_tells of five things that the "Branch'" would do:

a. He would grow - branch out from a lowly birth and a state of rejection to
become exalted and lifted up.

. b. He would build the temple - obviously this is not the physical temple for
the Lord just got through promising that Zerubbabel would finish it. This
temple would be spiritual. See 1 Pet. 2:5; Eph. 2:19-22; 1 Cor. 3:16.

c. He would sit and rule - on the throne of David. Such was confirmed on
Pentecost by Peter (Acts 2:30-31).

d. He would be a priest - but not on earth for He was of the wrong tribe (Heb.
7:14).

e. He would be a peacemaker - between God and man and between Jew and Gentile.
1) Note also verse 15. This temple ruled over by the Messiah would not be

~ for "Jews only" bul would include all who were "farz off" (Acts 2:38-39).

2.0 "The wond of the Lord came...” 7:1-7. "To fast oa not to fast’ - that is the
Eﬁestion (vs.3). The Lord had only commanded one day of fasting - the day of
atonement. Yet the Jews wure observing several days of fasting and seeking to
bind these-on others. Hencc, the Lord's responce in verse 5-6. Here was the
sin of selfishness in the name of religion. They were actually fasting in or-
der to make themselves fecl good rather than fasting to God's glory.

a. Can you think of anything that would involve selfishness in the name of
religion today? - i.e., that which is done to please self rather than God?

3.0 The word of the Luad cagme...” 7:8-14. Here is what God really wants - the
proper attitude and heart. See verse 9-10.

4.0 llhe wond of the Load came...” 8:1-17. Here are given the divine characteristics
for the New Testament kingduin. The Lord promises that lle will return to Zion
(vs.3). Jehovah never returned to a lite.al temple after Lzekiel 10:18 (See
also Acts 17:24).  Thus, ihe prophecy is for a return to a spiritual temple,

a spiritual city - new Jerusalem (Reve.21:2). She would be a "City of Tawth”
sounding forth the truth (Tsa. 2:3b; Lk. 24:47) and a "Holy Mountain” i.e., set
aside for ripghteousness.
a. She would he a city ol peacc, vs.d
b. She would be a city of uctivity, vs.5
1) Notice verse 7-8. It was Kipling who said, "fast is east and west is
west and neven the wain shall meet.” lle was wrong. East met west in
the new Jérusalem. _
2) In verse 9 he leaves the Messianic and returns to offer more encourage-
ment to the physical temple builders.
3) Verse 16-17 - Jehovah's basic principles of morality to be applied in
every age.

5.0 "The wond of the Load came...” 8:18-23. Now back to the spirilual promise for
the future. He would turn their sorrow into joy and gladness (vs.19) and open
the door of spiritual blessing unto ull peoples (vs.20).

a. Verse 21 iilustrates that the whole aspcct of being included in God's
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spiritual city is that we might include others.

b. Finally, verse 23 shows that :alvation would come through the Jewish remnant
that Jehovah had preserved. And today salvation can only be had by "grasp-
ing the gamment of a Jew."” That Jew is Jesus Christ.

III. THE THREE LATTER PROPHECIES *Notle: Chaplea 9 begins part two of the book. These
: 4ix nemaining chapterns are virtually 1000 Messianic.

. 1
A. The Coming Shepherd-King and Zion's Subsequent Blessing’, ch.9-10.

1., Victory in Jesws, 9:1-8. In 9:1 the American Standard Version gives a marginal
reading of - "Jehovah hath an eye on men...” Thus, the second section of
Zechariah begins as does the first (sce comments on 1:8-17). Before we see
anything else we are meanl to sce God's care and concern for llis own.

a., Here in verse 2-8 are listed lhe cnemies of God's people with the promise
that these would never again pass through Jerusalem (vs.8). This is not
physical Jerusalem under consideration but, rather, spiritual Jerusalem.
Physical Jerusalem was attackced time and again by it's enemies but spiritual
Jerusalem could NEVER be overrun. And why can we be assured of such victory?

2. The Why of Victony, 9:9-10. The why of our victory is seen in our King! We
are great because He is great. We arc led to triumph because He was triumphant.
We have victory because of the victory of Jesus. And how do we have victory?
a. Because of His KINGSHIP, vs.9. Sce 1 Tim. 6:13-15; Acts 2:36. Jesus

Christ has been pgiven absolutu power (Matt. 28:18). Yet many rulers turn
power into corruption. Not this King!

b. Because of His JUSTICE, vs.9. Sec Isa. 11:3-4a; Jer. 23:5-6. In our courts
the rich, powerful and influential often seem to be favored, but not so in
the court of this kingdom.

¢. Because of llis SALVATION, vs.v. Question: Is justice all we want? When we
stand in the day of judgement will we plead for justice? No, we will plead
for mercy. And our King offers mercy!

- 1) The story is told about an castern monarch who decreed that for a vio-
lation of law the criminal would lose both hands. The first offender
was his own son. Justice demunded the cutting off of the hands. Now
the king was in favor of justice, yet he was also in favor of his son.
Thus, mercy entered and saw the king take one of his own hands and one
of his son's - and the law was paid.

2) Jesus went farther than that. When the price had to be paid - He paid
it all! (1 Cor.6:20).

d. Because of His HUMILITY, vs.9. What king ever rode on a donkey? Kings
rode on white stallions and rode in gold chariots. Not this king! He for-
ever taught the lesson that to become great you musl become little; to rise
you must sink; and to rule you must serve. See datt. 20:28.

e. Because of the PEACEFUL NATURE Of His kingdom, vs.10. This kingdom would
not be characterized by horse:, chariots and weapons of the battlefield for
.it would be a apinitual kingdom.

f. Because of the UNIVERSAL RULE of the King, vs.10. The spiritual kingdom of
Christ would know no peopgraphical boundrics. lis authority would be upon
all men.

» 3. The Fulness of Viclow, 9:11-17. llere iy a lisl of seven Uhings the Messiah

would provide:

a. He will provide redemption, vs.11. The Mosaical covenant was a blood cove-
nant that could not save. Because of the covenant they were in God would
make a new blood covenant - onc which would save. See Jer. 31:31,34; Matt.
26:28; Heb. 9:22; Reve. 1:5. This covenant would set man free (Rom. 7:24-25).
1) Under Jesus, man would be sct free from Lthe waterless pit and be given

access to the fountain of living watcr ( 13:1).

b. He will provide unification, vs. 13. Ilere we see the uniting of God's peo-
ple for the purpose of taking on Greecc (the Gentiles). And when did this
occur? Such a battle began in Acts 16:6 and continucd until Acts 19:20 as
Christianity For the first time took on paganism. Before Acts 16 the
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f.

See Luke 21:20. THAT IS THE SIGN! Jesus said, "When Jewsalem is sun~

aounded by cwmees, you flee!”

Now how could they do that? Jerusalem was a walled city. With enemies out-
side the city the gates would surely be closed. History gives us the answer.
The historian Joscphus gives an account of the years 67-70 A.D. and tells

 of a Roman general named Cestius who marched against Jerusalem. He had it

surrounded and was about to take the city... and then he did what no other

Roman general ever did in recorded history - he turned around and went home!

(See verse 3).

1) When thav happened thc Jewish Zealots threw open the gates of the city
and pursucd the Roman: overtaking them and killing them.  THAT WAS THE
SIGN! The valley had now becn opened and the saints were now to flee!

When Rome received the news of the Jerusalem massuacre the Emperor sent Gen-

erals Titus and Vespasian to totally destroy the city. Now none would es-

cape. Sec Ob. It was the worst slaughter in the history of the world.

Over 1,100,000 were killed and over 97,000 captured.

Verse 6 describes the darkest day in the Jewish economy. See Matt.24:29.

B. The Results of Judgement, vs.7-15. How couuld there be darkness and light at the

same time? 1t would be darkness for physical Jerusalem for it was destroyed. It
would be light for spiritual Jerusalem for it was saved.
1. One writer has given three reasons for the quick spread of Christianity: (1) the
persecution in Acts 8, (2) the conversion of Saul of Tarsus, and (3) the des-
~ truction of Jerusalem. Why? Rcad verse 8.
2.  Here in verse 9 is onc of the purposcs for the destruction - to prove the divine
claim of Jesus.

C. The Conclusion of Judgement, vs.16-21. Verse 16 speaks of the Gentile entrance into

The church. The Feast of Booths was a feast of thanksgiving. Now both Jew and
Gentile could rejoice together. And what of those who refused to worship the King?
Spiritual draught! Verse 17.

1. Finally, verse 20-21 speak of the holy nature of the Lord's. Kingdom.

Conclusion

1. And why so much time and space for a hook like Zechariah? Well... because it's one of
my favorites (and I'm the writer) and because so few people actually understand and
appreciate this great little book. I hope that from now on you will.
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Introduction

1.

2.

Zechariah
TAMES PIEADOWS

7Zechariah began to prophesy two months after Haggai began (Zech. 1:1; cf. Hag.
1:1) and continued his work for two years.

a. In November, 520 B.C., he issued a call to Israel to repent (1:1-6).
b. In February, 519 B.C., he encountered certain night visions (1:7-6:8).

c. In December, 518 B.C., he offered responses_to certain questions about fastings
(Chapters 7-8).

His name means He whom Jehovah Remembers. [t was a popular name since about

19 £7-30 men wore-that-name. in the.Old-Testament.

3.

0

10

He was one of the priests that returned to Palestine under Zerubbabel (Neh.
12:16).

His work preceded Malachi’s work by about 80 years (His-520 B.C., Malachi-440.

B.C.).

Haggai had stirred the people to resume rebuilding the temple, but their zeal had
slackened. Zechariah urged them to complete the great work.

Zechariah was evidently younger than Haggai and his work continued a year or two
beyond the older prophet.

Haggai rebuked and admonished; 7Zechariah encouraged and looked to brighter days.
Zechariah contains many visions and a great deal of apocalyptic (imminent disaster,

pertaining to last things symbolism) "the language of a persecuted and troubled
people.”

@s/t,thQﬂgﬁﬁjnd,mDS,t,difﬁmojmeyMinor“P,nophets:inAfact the.most.difficult

of the Old_ Testament. books. to- imerpr@t-.m‘lal:lmm.e&l:laley; wrote:.."When.this.is
recogniJEQJ,gne,should,.;a.pp roach- a»nrf-i-nterp-retvation«efwitww-i.tah prayer .and-humility, )
acknowledgin ,h'ls»onw.n..l.im.itati@n»swand-»knowin  that he cannot.afford 0.be ’
acknowledging. ving that he cannot % , g',;\ ) 7

dogmatic” (Haley, p. 318). £ e/

: L T ceatde.
phets in three points: K
(B Bt

a. "He gives emphasis to visions as a! mean: of divine communication. It is true P
that visions appear in the book of Amos, but not in proportion to those in
Zechariah.

Zechariah differs from the other pro
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b. Angelic mediation occupies an important place in_his mess
conspicuous in the first six chapters of the book. /:7/ ﬁi/

. Apocalyptic sympo! mbo&wﬁm@mmwision;jifammst outstanding

B, A-Ar A T

Wﬁi@@,pbgmatmg;1,(H aley, p. 319).
He was identified as a priest by Nehemiah (Neh. 12:4)—able to hold two
offices—priest and prophet. He wanted the temple built immediately. Cf. Ezra 5:1
& 6:14.
a. Zggngﬂm_w_a;&he&s_gnmoﬂf_,ligmghian,‘(_Zggh,..,,l,:l)..-. "Jehovah Blesses."
b. ﬂfﬂ}h@,g&uds@m@f_lclglg,.,..aﬁpri‘egst.m‘;"‘App_Q_in.t.ed_,Iime_.v"
There are approximately 71 quotations in the New Testament from the prophet.
a. 31 are located in Revelation.
b. 27 in the gospels, especially during our Lord’s last week.
c. _Nexg,tg_l;a_iah he,i§%§t)ﬂg§§ia2§/c of OlQTestwr;gﬁrwbets -

There are at lgas;_&éullusiQnsﬁo_twbﬁrfbleﬁcharjahﬂ&rimuedﬁhjsﬂ*mgs;aggﬁLQ
@_cl;:@ﬂﬂge&f.sixgmchapien

First eight chapters written 520-518 B.C.
Resemblances to other Bible books:

. 1:18-Dan. 7:7. 4 Ae Jm/y
b. 2:1-Amos 7:7. V/&M,@é&;&/ . \‘
 7.10f- Brod. 22:21-22. Ll o seghlieranies
d. Surrounding Nations -- Amos 1 & 2. X

e, 1:17; 2:10 - Micah 7:17, Yoy 2/ Q@Wﬁﬁ%/
f. Spirit-filled witnesses (Zech. 4) - Rev. 11.

_Entire prophes concerns principally the e Christian Dispensation.

2. This is made certain by the appearance of such expressions as "the day of
Jehovah," "in that day," "in those days."

b. Such expressions appear 24 times.
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(1) Seven in chapter 12. (zu/é, S’(Haw; 901

(2) Three in chapter 13. (4,2,4)
(3) Ten in chapter 14. (4, 4,67, 9,/% 20, %
Discussion

. Zechariah is_divided.into four sections.

A. First. there is a call to repentance (1:1-6). Remember God’s sore displeasure.

B. Secon‘d;,,,,thenewiswa»series«of«nightmvis.io,nsmahomut the future of God'’s people and
his kingdom: ..

1. Riders among the myrtles (1:7-17). Vision of Comfo —Israel
downtrodden, under watchfulness and prayer.

9. The four horns and four smiths (1:18-21). Vision of Conquest—Israel
delivered, overthrowing her enemies.

7. The man with a measuring line (2:1-13). Vision of Conditions—Israel
(Jerusalem) experiencing glorious prosperity.

4, Joshua’s trial (3:1-10). Vision of Cleansing—The priest--Israel polluted,
cleansed, and restored to priestly service.

5. A golden lampstand and two olive trees (4:1-14). Vision of
Communication—Israel as God’s lightbearer to the world.

6. The flying scroll (5:1-4).lmmvggn@1ja_tignflsrael as a moral
force in the world through the Word of God.

7. The woman in the ephah (5:5-11). Vision of Control—Israel and the
application of the Word of God.

8. The four chariots (6:1-8). Vision of Command—Israel’s agency at work.

9. The crowning of Joshua (6:9-15). .Vision of Consummation—Israel’s
symbolic crowning.

C. Third, a question about fasting is raised (7:1 -8:23).

1. Chapter 7

3. 7:1-3 - The inquiry concerning observances



D.

E.

4

b. 7:4-7 - The explanation pointing out omissions.
c. 7:8-14-The Exhortation to obedience.
9. Chapter 8
3. 8:1-3 - The presence of the Lord.
b. 8:4-15 - The perpetuity of the Jews.
c. 8:16-17 - The precepts of the people.
d. 8:18-19 - The manner of acceptable worship.
e. 8:20-22 - The multitudes out of the nations.
f. 8:23 - The magnification of the Jews.

Fourth, the people of God are reassured.ahout the future.

il = ch

1. The heathen nations will fall (9:1-7).

2. The Messiah will appear (9:8-11:17).

3. Salvation established in spiritual Israel, the church (12:1-1 4:21).

Clayton Winters gives a great summary of Zechariah in his book Ezra,

Nehemiah and Esther:

Zechariah's first prophecy came just two months after

Haggai began to encourage the people to action on the
temple—the_eighth month of the second year of Darius
(Zechariah 1:1)—in which he encouraged the righteous-
ness of the Holy People by reminding them that disobedi-
ence had brought them into captivity in the first place

.

(1:2-6). H.iS,,§§FQBQ~..Ml§lCJ.ﬂ,E§m§".illlhﬁqiamgi.)l@?[;,‘_o,,u.ihe

.Lw‘@my:fo‘urth:ﬂday,ﬂgjkm,eﬁ,ﬁejgygnltbdmgntLlAL;Z)- This

prophecy was more extensive, consisting of God’s promise

to restore and bless Jerusalem, and to take vengeance on

those who had scattered the captives (1:18-21); it served

as an incentive for the dispersed people to flee Babylonia

(2:1-12). Joshua the priest was then seen in the presence
of God’s angel with Satan standing by to accuse him. His

filthy clothing (sin) was taken away, and replaced by new
robes of righteousness (3:1-10). So despite the opposi-
tion of Satan, he stood as a golden fampstand before the
people. He had laid the foundation of the temple, and
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would see the work through (4:1-14). A flying scroll was
seen that represented the curse to be brought on anyone
who violated God’s pure covenant (reminiscent of the
curses spoken from Mount Ebal, Deuteronomy 27:9-26).
It would enter the house of the ungodly and destroy it
down to its foundations (5:1-4). lsrael’< sins would he
carried to Babylonia in.a. measunngbasket .and_Joshua
would stand_crowned, not only.as. the high_priest.of God,
but also as a symbol of the great High Priest and King to
come, Jesus Christ (5:5-11; 6:9-15). For nearly two
years the prophet’s voice was silent, but in_the ninth
‘month_of the fourth. year. of Darius, $17.B.C..(7:1),-he
‘renewed his challenge. Again he called to mlnd the
disobedient and rebellious spirit of their fathers—hearts
hardened as flint against the prophetic message (7:4-13).
But once more he promised prosperity and safety to the
righteous inhabitants of Jerusalem (8:1-23). Above and
beyond temporal blessings enjoyed in Jerusalem would be
the arrival of the King of kings and Lord of lords, the real
Branch. He would be pierced (12:10-14), and His flock
scattered (13:7-9), but He would nonetheless open a
foundation for sin in Jerusalem (13:1), and every bell and
pot would be inscribed HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD
(9:20,21). The prophet thus offered the greatest
incentive of all to the little band of persecuted and
discouraged Israelites: they would succeed in rebuilding
Jerusalem and the temple. But their real mission was of
far greater import and significance: through them the
Messiah would be given to bless the whole world (Genesis
12:1-3; Galatians 3:15-29; Romans 9:1-5) (p. 24).

Chapter 1

A. Mre is the call to repentance (1:1-6). %W 724 @j %ﬂﬁd,,é.{zg

han B s f/’ -
Learn the lessons of past history. ? 2: ' gz ,ﬁn ;Q

AAZ»W

They had refused to heed and God had "scattered them with a whirlwind
(7:12).

"As surely as the warnings through the earlier prophets had come to pass,
so they should be certain that God expected them to heed what was said
to their own generation" (David Pharr, Spiritual Sword).

One of the greatest teachers we can have is the experience of history, but
the teacher has dull students. "Each generation must learn for itself."
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. The call to repentance was needed because of their lost zeal. The church

still faces this problem today. What is the cure? (Rev. 2:1-5; 3:14-20).

The fathers and the prophets were gone, but God's word lives on (Matt.
24:35; John 12:48; Rev. 20:1 1-12).

Vision Number 1

B. Second, there are the riders among the myrtles. (1:7-17). Vision.of Comfort.

Israel, downtrodden, under watchfulness and prayer.

1.

There is a rider on a red horse followed by red, sorrel (sb%ﬁled) and
white horses (1:7-8).

. 2. These patrollers of the earth report that the earth is at rest, which seems

bad news. "The shaking of the nations" (Hag. 2:6-7), which could
restore Jerusalem to glory, is not visible (1:9-11).

3. “The angel assures the prophet that after 70 years (Cf. Jer. 25:1 1-12;

29:10) the Lord’s pity is stirred and Jerusalem will be rebuilt, while the
heathes will be chastised (1:12-1 7). 5&4 ﬂ«w/f.

Vision Number 2

C. Third, the four horns and the four smiths (carpenters) (1:18-21). Vision of
_Conquest. Israel delivered, overthrowing her enemies.

1.

Horns are a symbol of power (Micah 4:13).

2. Daniel used "horns" to represent fullness of power (Dan. 7:7-8) and
of kings exerting power (Dan. 7:24).

b. Four is a complete world number:
(1) Four corners of the earth (Isa. 11:12).
(2) Four winds (Jer. 49:36: Dan. 11:4).
(3) Four sore judgments (Ezek. 14:21).

(4) Four beasts, which are four kings or kingdoms (Dan. 7:3).

2. They represent the powers that scattered Judah.

3. The smiths on the other hand are symbols of destruction of those powers.
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111. Chapter

of the Lord’s.house. n teaching that lIsrael’s foes have finally through
wag. destroyed themselves, and that there is no longer any opposition to
the building of God’s house" (The 12 Minor Prophets, George L.
Robinson, p. 150).

2

Vision Number 3

VLIV AR

D. Fourth, the man with the measuring line (2:1-1 3). Vision of Conditions.
Israel (Jerusalem) experiencing glorious prosperity.

1.

The Mormons say this young man was Joseph Smith and the angel was
Maroni who revealed to him the golden plates.

The young man is restrained because Jerusalem is to be a city without
walls (v. 4-5).

The Lord who is "a wall of fire about her (v. 5) and who will be glory in
her midst (v. 5) is to be her protection.

| I
4. “The exiles still in Babylon are called upon to flee (v. 6) to Zion. < F '71

5.

"This makes it clear that the vision is to assure the people that the
Jerusalem of Jehovah’s concern is not physical, but spiritual. It is not of
the present, but of the future from their point of vision" (Haley, p. 330).

Spiritual Jerusalem is probably in view here. Think of Paul’s glorious
description of the church in Ephesians.

God’s people called upon to rejoice due to God dwelling among them
(vv. 10-13).

a. Not restricted to present Jerusalem.

b. Many nations come (cf. Mt. 28:19-20).

Yy c. "The 'holy land’ is not Palesti ut God’s people. Wherever God
@Wz J//ﬂlf jwdl _and his people are there is the holy land..." lor, Jr.,
/ 6’ A ﬁ}’ ~,, Power Lectures, Minor Prophets, "Commentary of the Book of
e /}LL d,?/f* 4‘ g, &ﬁj L? y )7‘ Zechariah," p. 286).
v A }yf '}( 4 ) 8. Human flesh is called upon to be silent before God (v. 13; cf. Hab.
7 TN 2:20). ‘

h
£

a. ltis a call for reverence in his presence.
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b. "The heathen nations would be judged, Jehovah would build and
inhabit the new Zion, and He would fulfill His promises concerning
Jerusalem. This is Jehovah’s answer to the Jews who could not see
beyond the immediate physical temple and city and to those
indifferent to His purposes” (Haley, p. 332).

V. Chapter 3

Vision Number 4

E. Fifth, Joshua’s trial (3:1-10). Vision of Cleansing. Taking place on earth.

i A0E prigst—-lsrael polly ed, cleansed and restored to spiritual service.
] e e 7 gW W%»a '

. _ b R gH ben AV K
¥ Joshua represents whole prlesthooﬁﬁm"%’/é’i’ltl e nation. Vi 74) ?

2. Satan is standing by to prevent Jehovah from accepting Joshua, and thus
accepting the whole nation because of sin (v. 3).

3. Satan felt confident in_his_accusation because the whole priesthood.had
been guilty:

a. Of making no distinction between the clean and unclean (Ezek.

arma——

22:26).

b. To a degree they had been responsible for the ignorance of the nation
(Hos. 4:6).

c. They had fed on the sins of the people (Hos. 4.8).
d. They had taught for hire (Mic. 3:11).

4. Joshua stood for "3 brand plucked out of the fire"—the fire of trials
through which the nation had gone (v. 2). The angel is pictured as the
czleje)l?der of God’s people, so in the N.T. Christ is our Advocate (1 John

5. God forgave him and removed his "filthy garments" (v. 4).

a. They represent the sins by which the nation had become polluted.
b. Consider the condition in other years (lsa. 64:6).
6. Once more the priesthood stood before God as cleansed (vv. 6-7).

2. The angel gives Joshua a solemn charge.

(1) He is to be righteous in his personal deportment.
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(2) He is to be faithful in his discharge of priestly duties.

b. The ﬁg[dgmjgggugwggd is three-fold; 3:7.
(1) He will be the ruler and director ov - Gog’s hoyse (the temple ¢
‘now under construction),” #e 4 2l ke i/u;? fﬁﬁ'é‘é"w
2 brredep 7%)@4,, o fomas) Tby, ¥ Z34)

(2).He\ will keep the Lord’s temglueﬂ_f_rg,e‘,_,fm_m,,allidog, pollutions, etc.

(3),,J:|e~wi.ll,.llayia.cge§_s.tg,,]ehmh o;lﬁbe.hal,f_(ngﬂmself and the /M 2l
people. "ag/Aerr e Kagte prot W 377

7. This is the first introduction of the nBranch" by Zechariah (vv. 8-10).

a. MMM10) and Jeremiah had introduced him (Jer.
'23:5; 33:15).

b. Zec riah tions th inin 6:12-13.
(1) He would be a descendant of David and a servant of Jehovah.

(2) In him the priesthood and kingship through Zerubbabel would be
combined (Hag. 2:23).

c. The "stone" is the "kingdom_of 1eh_glg§b:m(j;!,g‘l_gx,mggﬂ;3ﬁg);; "the stone

o Py refers to the Messiah and his kingdom in which there would be
e spiritual completeness" (Taylor, Power Lectures, p. 287).
2 FL
| d. The "seven eyes" focused on if.picture God’s complete and full

watchful care over his Qe'ogle., "He woﬁid bring forth a kingdom
(Dan. 2:44), which would endure forever (Dan. 7:14) in spite of all
opposition of all heathen powers (Dan. 7)" (Haley, p. 337).

e. wa;ﬂjﬂmmml,e,thewimquiw_QMatJandﬂin,gn, e day" portrays what
would be accomplished on THE day of atonement—the day of
Calvary and the assumption of his priestly functions.

fIn that day, when sin is removed, and the Messianic rule begins "shall
ye call every man his neighbor under the vine and under the fig tree“/? J
(v. 10). This was a symbol of peace enjoyed in the midst of safety pE37
and security (1 Kgs. 4:24-25; lsa. 36:13; cf. Micah 4:4). '

g. God gives all this assurance to his discouraged and faltering people.
h. "Then the fact is emphasized that the priests are types of the Messiah,

and by a symbolical action it is declared that God has a purpose
which he will accomplish; the one typified will be raised up" (Davis
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Dictionary of the Bible, p. 831).

V. Chapter 4

. 0? Vision Number 5
@(Q«M{/‘g’a}

F. Sixth, the golden lampstand and the two olive trees (4: 1-14). Vision.of
_Cﬂ_nlu_f_‘_l.@_t_lgﬂ—lsrael as God'’s lightbearer to the world.

1. Evidently Zechariah had gone to sleep and was wakened and describes the
vision that he saw (vv. 1-2).

2. 7Zechariah knew what he saw, but did not know the meaning (wv. 3-5).

3. The angel’s explanation is a message of encouragement to Zerubbabel, the
temple builder (6-7).

a. He was facing great and mounting odds il) building the temple.

b. He was assured that the job would be completed "not by might, nor
by power, but by my spjrit, saith the Lord of hosts" (v. 6).

C;;;) Dtttiom ¥ W el porr Bty
£ ;5 The mountain before him probably Slgmﬂ/ d all the obstacles placed

before him, but he was assured that they Wl“ become like an
advantageous plah (v. 7).

4. Zerubbabel is also assured:
a.  He shall bring forth the headstone (v. 7)—"not the cornerstone, for it

had already been laid, but the finishing stone, the last stone which
would complete the temple’s construction” (Haley, p. 340).

b. He was also assured that just.as.his hands.had "laid the foundation of
this house; his hands shall also finish it" (v. 9). Z;/ /4, 928«3)

c. "But more, it would also be a pledge that the greater spiritual house
would be bmlt according to divine promise and power;. for Zerubbabel
wmﬂmmmmmmmm 23),.a symbol of

, e 34 1)

5. They are also warned not to despise the day of small things (v. 10).

1. Their assessment of this temple was nothing compared to the former
(Cf. Ezra 3:12; Hag. 2:3).

b. But the day of rejoicing will come, the job will be finished, and God’s
approval will be on it.
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6. He then reveals to him that the two olive trees are the "two anointed
ones" (vv. 11-14).

a. The two anointed ones probably refer to Zerubbabel (as governor and

77/% temple builder) and Joshua (the high priest).
;7

y /ﬂb 77y, "Evidently the office of Joshua, the high priest, and Zerubbabel, the
) /ﬁ?/ governor, are indicated by.the “anointed.ones’™ (Haley, p. 343).

"However, it should be firmly fixed in mind that they serve as types
and shadows of him who when he came would be anointed as priest
_and king as well as that of prophet—the Messiah. Meeting and.
‘merging into him wauld be what.Zechariah (prophet), Joshua (high
priest) and Zerubbabel (ruler)_all were accomplishing under the,
Mosaic system" (Taylor, Power Lectures, p. 289).

Chapter 5 (

Vision Number 6

G. Seventh, the flying scroll (5:1-4),.. Vision of Condemnation—Israel as a moral
force in the world through the Word of God.

1. "The first vision in this chapter denounces those who had sinned against
the first and second tables of the law;. the second of their sin would be
written in unmistakable syllables, and would consume the houses of evil-
doers with dry rot (v. 4)" (F. B. Meyer, Great Verses Through the Bible,
p. 360).

2. The flying scroll teaches that God has in his law pronounced a curse upon
wickedness and he intends to "cut off" sinners.

3. Curses were placed on those who had wronged man by his thefts and
those who had wronged God by the misuse of his name.

4. Punishment meted out would be swift and sure. It would be permanent.

Vision Number 7

Chapter 5:5-11—Vision Number 7.

H. Eighth, the woman in the ephah. Vision of Control. Israel and the application
of God’s Word.

1. The ephah was a Hebrew measurement. Some estimates vary from five

gallons (20 quarts) to eight gallons (32 quarts).
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2. Wickedness is personified as a woman. It is borne to Shinar where an
abode for it would be built.

3. Shinar is the place where Nimrod had begun his rebellion in earlier
times (Gen. 10:10-11).

b. Shinar represents rebellion and God is removing it from his land to
Satan’s "A symbol of Satan’s world government” (Haley, p. 346).

"Wickedness must be completely removed from God’s kingdom and His
people, and the complete separateness must be maintained throughout
<tgne" (Haley, pp. 344-45).

"In this hieroglyphic we are taught how idolatry, with all its accompanying
atrocities, was removed from the land of the Hebrews, which it had
desecrated, to a country devoted to it, and where it was to commingle
with its native elements, never to be re-imported into Canaan..."
(Henderson, The Twelve Minor Prophets, p. 391).

Vision Number 8

Chapter 6.

f:)/‘;\ﬁ?“'l. Ninth, the four chariots. 6:1-8. Vision of Command—TIsrael, God’s agency
%

J at work.
Rl

1. The four chariots from between "the mountains of brass" go forth to
patrol the earth (v. 7).

a. These seem to symbolize God'’s protecting providence.
b. The earth is at peace under God’s control.
2. " teaching that God’s protecting providence will be over his people and

their sanctuary, even though the city’s walls may need a Nehemiah to
repair them" (Robinson, The Twelve Minor Prophets, p. 151).

3. What is the significance of the colors? "Red often represents war and
C%/f ) {(/; @ bloodshed; black frequently symbolizes famine and economic times of
j ‘\f)/ \\/’ '~ difficulty; white reflects festivity and victory; hay_or grisled represented

. 1’3;\) the power essential in accomplishing the desired tasks" (Robert Taylor,
\sY\' " ,z Power Lectures, p. 290).
J
1 4

. The black horses went toward the north country (where Babylon was
located); the white horse followed the black horses. The grisled horses
went toward the south country.
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5. The Babylonians had gone too far in the cruelty of punishment they
brought upon Judah (Zech. 1:15f), so God had become sorely displeased
with them on this account. (Cf. lsa. 14:6; 47:6.) Babylon had been
overthrown by the Medes and Persians, but their cruelty, imbibed by the
Persians, had not been fully punished.

6. God would send his black horses into that territory over which the
Assyrians, the Babylonians, and the Persians ruled in succession, each
~ , bringing his own brand of oppression and cruelty upon the civilized world.
W The black horses MLQMpmSemmﬂlQﬂexaﬁaﬁannﬁod«wouldmbﬂng

upon them, and the white horses depicting the triumph the black horses

.y Z[/ J%é would accomplish.
?" TN

79— 7. The grisled horses would be sent into the south country, in which Egynt,
%‘W 7/ another harsh foe of Israel, dwelled. Some form of punishment was in
store for these idolaters and the enemies of God.

8. Verse 8 shows that God’s wrath had been appeased by the mission of the
two chariots into the north country.

9. "The tendency of the whole vision was to assure the Jews of the care and
protection of their covenant God, and thus lead them to exercise
confidence in him, while prosecuting the restoration of the temple and
their former institutions" (Henderson, p. 394).

10. "W&wi.thwmg»gg.ngigmmqixmmmmm;‘aflma‘;ﬁggis,g-
The se¢ O,fﬂnhggmg&h-ﬂlg‘,sf,@,ys,nm«_d,ga«ls;,.mtb@,.tne@fm‘tgm.s.‘,gf,,,.ludahmggdlsl
_people.... JWL&MMMMMMKMQW
with the heathen at an,,dJli@&m&éﬁa&g&;@m&lQ,tillgﬁlhaﬁ.ci,l;cLego,f@Vjsiﬁo‘ns,
ggaﬂngﬂﬁhih&hﬁﬂhﬁﬂ " nd with. Jehovah's.own. (Hailey,..pRe3200).

Tenth the Crowning of Joshua, the Branch, and the New Temple to be built
(6:9-15). Vision of an,iummatinn:mg_lLs,_“symbolic;cr,anfl.ng.

: 1. The high priest is crowned to typify the Branch (vv. 9-11). " ..in which
W Joshua, the high priest, is crowned and made typical of the Messiah-
¥ ' Branch-Priest-King-the most composite and complete portion of the
/ Coming One to be found in the Old Testament" (Robinson, p. 151).

2. Joshua was a (D€ » of him who is far greater —_the Messiah (vv. 12=13).
a. "Behold, the man." God will become man in the incarnation.

b. He is the Branch. _He would come from David’s line.

c. "He shall grow up out of his place”"—no doubt a reference to his
being a root out of dry ground (Isa. 53:2), and as living among
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his own people. "A stem, a root, a branch would grow up out of
what seemed to be a hopelessly dead tree" (David Pharr).

d. He shall build the Lord's temple; i.e., the Lord’s church (Matt.
16:18; Cf. Eph. 2:18-21).

e. He "shall bear the glory." Majesty, power, dominion and might
shall be his.

f.  He shall be both king (ruler) and priest (the one atoning for
man’s sins) on his throne.

(1) "This is a death knell to premillennialism for he is priest on
the throne. -

(2) They have his throne on earth during the millennium.
(3) Yet Hebrews 8:4 says he cannot be a priest on earth.

(4) Jeremiah 92:30 says he could not prosper if his throne was
in Judah.

g. "And the counsel of peace shall be between them both."
(1) 1t's made possible because he is both priest and king.

(2) No real peace unless he is both and is NOW on his throne
which he definitely is.

(3) "...is to be understood the glorious scheme of reconciliation
between God and man, effected by the joint exercise of the
sacerdotal and regal office of the Lord Christ. Compl. Isa.
9:6; Micah 5:5; Eph. 2:14-17; Col. 1:20,21; Heb. 13:20
(Henderson, p. 397).

3. The "BRANCH" In Zechariah 6:12-13.

_a,Who s-"the Branc
(1) Isa. 11:1

h2"_ Zech. 6:12,13.

(2) Rom. 15:12
(3) So this is a prophecy concerning Christ on his throne.

b. This passage affirms Christ would do several things.



i) il e et B

(ﬁ)‘ et\ 'he shall build the temple of the Lord," v. 12.
(a) He built the temple, Eph. 2:19,20.
(b) 1:he church is the temple, 1 Cor. 3:16.

() Second, "he shall sit and rule upon his throne.”
(a) Heb. 1:3.
(b) Heb. 1:8.

(i) Unto the son he said "thy throne."

(ii) Thus one has throne, sceptre, and kingdom all in the
same verse.

(q?% "he shall be a priest upon his thrane."”

(a) Christ is priest in heaven now, Heb. 4:1 4.
(b) Christ could not be a priest on earth, Heb. 8:4.

(i) Paul says Christ cannot be a priest on earth. But heis a
priest on his throne.

(ii) Therefore his throne cannot be on earth. Christ is priest
now (Heb. 4:14). And he is a priest on his throne. So
he is on his throne now.

(i) But Hebrews 8:4 says Christ cannot be a priest on earth.
Therefore hjs throne cannot be on earth. -

@@“A/%,Apm R 2 fe . /2
() "Zechariah said Christ would st ’

] . . 1ld_sit_and rule and be.plisa : on his
throne at the same fime. By the fact that he now sits on his

throne, is now_priest on his throne_and now. rules on.his
throne—at the same time—he is made a high priest forever,
"after the order of Melchizedek."

c. Brother Foy E. Wallace often put itina chart like this:
King and Priest - Zech. 6:12,13
(1) He shall build the temple, 1 Cor. 3:16

(2) He shall sit on his throne, Acts 2:34
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(3) He shall rule on his throne, Heb. 1:8

(4) He shall be priest on his throne, 4:14; 8:4
(5) He sits—rules—priest—on Throne now, Psa. 110; Heb. 5:6-10.

Christ is Priest after order of Melchizedek. Therefore He is King and
Priest at the same time now—In Heaven.

4. Logical deductions from Zechariah 6:12,13:

a. Verse 13 - The Christ would sit and rule on His throne:
p1--Acts 2:32-35, Exalted by the right hand of God
p2--Colossians 3:1, Now sitting on the right hand
p3--Revelation 3:21, Sitting on throne
C1--Therefore, the Christ is now on His throne
C2--Therefore, the Christ is now ruling on His throne now

b. Verse 13 - The Christ would be a priest on His throne.
p1--Hebrews 4:14, The Christ is now High Priest
p2--Colossians 3:1, Now sitting at the right hand
p3--Hebrews 4:14, The Christ is in Heaven
p4--Hebrews 8:4, The Christ cannot be priest on Earth
C1--Therefore, the Christ is now High Priest on His throne
C2--Therefore, His throne is in Heaven
C3--Therefore, His throne cannot be on Earth

5. Verses 14-15 mention further crowns which will become memorials in the
temple.

a. "They that are far off" evidently refers to the Gentiles who would
enter into the great Messianic kingdom.

b. "This verse contains a striking prophecy of the calling.of the Gentiles,
together with a solemn warning to the Jews, in which,.the sentence
being left unfinished, their rejection in consequence of their unbelief.is

forcibly implied" (Henderson, p. 397).
VIl. Chapter 7
K. The question about fasting (7:1-14).

1. Zechariah is very time conscious. It has been almost two years since he
received the night visions.

2. The ancient Jewish calendar bore the following names, and corresponded
to our monthly divisions of the year in a unique way (their months began
about the middle of one of our months and ran to the middle of the
next).
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MONTH PASSAGE CORRESPONDS
Abib or Nisan Ex. 12:2,18; 23:4; Esth. 3:7 March-April
Zif 1 Kings 6:1 April-May
Sivan Esther 8:9 May-Jjune
Tammuz Ezekiel 8:14 June-July
Ab - July-August
Elul Nehemiah 6:15 August-September
Tishri 1 Kings 8:2 September-October
Bul 1 Kings 6:38 October-November
Chisleu Zechariah 7:1 November-December
Tebeth Esther 2:16 December-January
Shebat Zechariah 1:7 January-February
Adar Esther 3:7 February-March

(Winton, p. 202)
3. The delegation has come to ask a question about fasting (vv. 1-3).

2. "Should | weep in the fifth month, separating myself, as | have done
these many years?" (v. 3)

b. The fast of the fifth month was in memory ¢ of the destruction of
!erusalem and the temple by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 B C (,mﬁgw
25:8ff; Jer. 52:12).

4. Before the exile the only required fast in Judaism was the Day of

Atonement (Lev. 16; Lev. 23:27).
A % 5. Individuals might choose to fast as a sign of grief (2 Sam. 1:12) or

penitence (Dan. 9:3-4).

6. But they observed four other annual fasts.

a.  When Nebuchadnezzar took Jerusalem in.its. fourth month (Jer.
52:6).

b. When the temple was burned in the fifth month_(Jer. 52;12).
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c. When Gedeliah, the governor, was murdered in.the seventh month
(Jer. 41:1-2).
d. _\élsrlgfri_mg_ﬂggeﬂailetusamjnmwa&hegunjnﬁthve;mggﬂthwmgn&hw(&lﬁg;,
e. These fasts had not been authorized by Jehovah, but-had.grown.out
of their own self-pity rather than from a_consciousness.of sin: (Haley,
p. 356).
7. God, through Zechariah, answers their question in six different statements.
a. First statement - 7:4 - 7:7.
b. Second statement - 7:8 - 7:14.
c. Third statement - 8:1 - 8:8.
d. Fourth statement - 8:9 - 8:13.
e. Fifth statement - 8:14 - 8:17.
f. Sixth statement - 8:18 - 8:23.

8. God’s answer:

a.

b.

When you fasted it wasn’t to me_but for yourselves. (vv. 3-4).

He told them they should have listened to the words of the former
prophets when Jerusalem enjoyed prosperity; they had taught the
worthlessness of meats and drinks while God was forgotten.

9. "Their fasts had not been_performed frnm”a,pml%peﬁgmmm’_hu{

were self-righteous and hypocritical. While they observed them, they
neglected the weightier matters of the law (v, 5-7).

10. They were majoring in minors—humanly contrived fasts_and had ignored

the weightier matters-of.law, justice and mercy. (vv..2:10).

a.

b.

The Pharisees did this same (Matt. 23:1ff).

God lists those things in which he would have them major with
diligence.

(1) Execute true judgment (major in dispersing judgment).
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(2) Exhibit mercy and compassion to brethren (manifest brotherly-
kindness).

(3) Practice no oppression to widows, fatherless, strangers or poor
(never mistreat or ignore their very obvious needs).

(4) Plot no evil in your hearts against your brethren (be free of any
wrath and malice in attitude and actions as well).

11. They (their fathers) refused to listen:
a. They turned away the shoulder.
b. They stopped their ears.
c. Their hearts were as an adamant stone (Cf. Ezek. 3:9).
d. Scattering of ]uda/h was brought about by disobedience.

12. They reaped what they sowed (vv. 13-14).

13. "Therefore, why fast over Jerusalem’s destruction? Instead, do the will of
Jehovah, which is what he has. always wanted (Haley, p..358).

14. "Therefore, those who mourned the just punishment of God upon their
fathers had best leave off such meaningless ceremonies and themselves
heed the teaching of the former prophets" (Gill, Minor Prophets, College
Press, p. 311). (Cf. James 1:27.)

VIIl. Chapter 8

L. Emphasize that their fasts shall become festivals (8:1-23).

1. In chapter seven Jehovah looked to the past-and.pointed-out-that.their

fasts were due to sin.

2. In this chapter he looks "to the future and announces what Jehovah
proposes to do in fulfilling his purpose" (Haley, p. 3592).

3. Zechariah attributes the source of his message to God.

2,4,6,7,9,14,18,19,20,23) in introducing new thoughts or
promises.

b. At least six other times God is emphasized as the source of the
message.
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God declares-that-he_has_returned to Jerusalem.

d.

God withdrew from Jerusalem when the Jews rejected him before the
destruction of Jerusalem (Ezek. 9:3; 10:4,19; 11:23).

Jerusalem has now been purged by "the blast of justice, and by the
blast of burning" (ASV, margin, Isa. 4:4).

But the temple has now been built and the city purged of iniquity.

But it also looks to a fuller and more glorious fulfillment in the time of
the Messiah (Cf. 2:4-5).

God gives further assurance to his people by making a three-fold promise.

a. He will.save his people from the east.country and from.the_west

c.

country—the whole world (Isa. 11:11-12). Jesus spoke of gospel
subjects from the east and from the west being saved and ultimately
sitting down with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in heaven (Matt. 8:11).

will bring them and they shall dwell in.the midst
of Jerusalem (v, 8), "The ultimate fulfillment would be in the

spiritual Jerusalem under the Messiah (Cf. Heb. 12:22; Gal. 4:26)"
(Haley, p. 361).

" And they shall be my people...."

. Words of encouragement are given in this section to the building of the

temple then under construction and soon to be completed (vv. 9-15).

a.

C.

He refers back to the days when they were not doing their work (Cf.
Hag. 1:1ff) (vv. 9-10).

There was a period in which he had disciplined them, but now he
planned to bless them (vv. 11-15) (Cf. Lev. 26:3-6).

This took far_deeper meaning under the Messiah.

In verses 16 and 17 God prescribes:

a.

Two positives for them:
(1) Speak truth with your neighbor.

(2) Execute judgment and peace.

b. He also prescribes two negatives:
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(1) Plan no evil in heart against your neighbor. This had led to
Judah’s fall (Micah 2:1-3; Hosea 4:1-3).

(2) Practice no false oaths.

(3) Verse 17 reminds one of the six things God hates (Prov. 6:16-
19).

(4) Consider the curse written on the scroll (4:3).

Zechariah returns to the question (raised in chapter 7) about fasting and
gives God’s answer.

a. The fasts would be turned into. festivals of joy.(v-125.

(1) This answer indicates that the fast had been neither pleasing nor
displeasing to the Lord; they had been a matter of f indifference”’
(Haley, p. 365).

(2) This joy would be seen by others.

b. Verse 20: "The prophecy concludes with the announcement that, in
consequence of the distinguished favor shown to the Jewish people
after their restoration to their own land,_multitudes of Gentiles should
be induced to embrace the worship of ]ehovah" (Henderson,. p.

404).

This last section better fits spiritual Zion and its evangelistic thrust. "The
seeking after the Lord by the people of all nations found its fulfillment_in

_Christ” (Haley, p p. 365).
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5. The oracle ends in a promise that God will send His servant “the
Branch” (cf. Isa. 11:1; Jer. 23. 5; 33:15; Zech. 6:12) who, of course

is the Messiah

The golden candlestick with seven lamps and two olive trees; 4:1-14

1. The two anointed ones likely represent Zerubbable and Joshua, the
civil and religious heads of the community who are given assurance
that the temple will be completed.

2. Despite the difficulties now in the way, Zerubbabel, who had laid
the foundation, will complete the capstone amidst applause.
3. One should not despise the day of small things.

4. The seven represent the all-seeing eye of God in his constant rule of
earth.
5. Success comes not by might and power, but by the Lord's Spirit.

The flying scroll. 5:1-4

1. The vision answers the question: How can crime be removed from
the Land?

2. The scroll flies over the land and its curse destroys the housed of
the thieves and perjurers.

The woman sitting in an ephah. 5:5-11

1. The woman, representing wickedness, sitting in a large dry measure
(about seven gallons), is borne to Shinar where sin finds its natural
home.

2. With the temple rebuilt evil is to be removed from the land.

The four chariots from between the copper mountains go forth to patrol
the earth. 6:1-8
1. These seem to symbolize God's protecting providence.
2. The earth is at peace under the control of God.
(Lewis, op. cit., pp. 76, 77)

PROPHETICAL PREACHING AGAIN. 6:9- 14:21

A

The high priest is crowned to typify the branch. 6:9-15
(cf. Rev. 22:16; Heb. 7:1-4)

Questions of the delegation from Bethel concerning fasts. 7:1-14
Tt is not fasting but obedience, justice, and kindness that matters. 7:9-10
(cf. Micah 6:8)

Promises of a greater Jerusalem. 8:1-23
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Promises of a greater King. 9:1-17
Promises of a greater corner-stone and nail in a sure place. 10:1-12

Prophecy of the betrayal and broken covenant. 11:1-17
Promises of a greater sacrifice, one pierced for our sins. 12:1-14

Promise of a fountain for sins and cessation of unclean prophets and spirits.
13:1-9

The destruction of Jerusalem foretold (the old Jerusalem) and the new
Jerusalem described. 14:1-21

ZECHARIAH EXERCISES A TREMENDOUS INFLUENCE ON THE NEW
TESTAMENT.

A.

Jeremiah spoke of “the Branch of Jesse” (Jer. 23:5;33:15) and Zechariah
speaks of the Branch. 3:8; 6:12

Zechariah speaks of the king who rides upon the donkey. 9:9
(cf. Mt. 21:4; In. 12:15)

7echariah mentions the betrayal and notes the 30 pieces of silver. 11:12-13
(cf. Mt. 26:15;27:9-10)

Zechariah speaking of the looking “upon me whom they have pierced.”
12:10 (cf. Din. 19:37; Rev. 1:7)

Zechariah says “smite the shepherd.” 13:7 (cf Mt. 26:31; Mk. 14:27)
7echariah mentions the king who reigns from sea to sea. 9:10; 14:9
7echariah mentions the fountain for cleansing. 13:1

Paul refers to Zechariah's “speak ye every man truth to his neighbor.” 8:16
Eph. 4:25

One also finds many terms and expressions in the Revelation that are found
in Zechariah.

1. The four horsemen. 6:1-8 (cf. Rev. 6)

2. The two olive trees. 4:3ff (cf. Rev. 11:4)

3. The candlestick and seven eyes. 4:2-10 (cf. Rev. 1:12-13
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THE MINOR PROPHETS - Zechariah o
LESSON TWELVE

INTRODUCTION:

1. Read Ezra as a background to this prophet.

2. 7Zechariah began his prophecy in the eighth month of the second year of Darius, which
was two months later than Haggal. (Haggal 1:1; Zech. 1:1). The prophets overlap in
+ime about one month, although Zechariah continued to prophesy about two years.
(Zech, 7:1).

3, Haggail had first stirred the people to activity in completing the work of rebuilding
the temple but, when +he work lagged, 7Zechariab added his voice. (Ezra 6:15).

4. Zechariah's prophecy deals with lessons from history, restoration of worship in
Jerusalem and future events fyrom the time he wrote. h

DISCUSSION:

1. GOD CALLS THE PEOPLE TO REPENTANCE BY REMIMNDING THRM OF AT HAPPENED IN TIMES PAST
WHEN GOD'S WORDS WERE DISREGARDED, (Zech. 1:1~6).

TI. THREE MONTHS AFTER THE FIRST VISION, 7ECHARIAH SEES A SFRIES OF VISIONS WITH THEIR
EXPLANATIONS. JACK LEWIS, IN #IS BOOK TR MINOR PROPHEETSY p. 76,77 LISTS TEEM AS
FOLLOWS ¢
w1, The rider on the red horse with red, sorrel, and white horses behind him. (127~

17). These patrollers of the earth report that the carth is at rest, which scems
bad news. 'The shaking of the nations® (Cf. Hag. 2:6,7), which could restore
Jerusalem to glory, is not visible. The angel of the vision, however, assures

the prophet that after 70 years (cf. Jer. 25:11; 29:10) the Lord's pity is stirred
and that Jerusalem will be rebuilt, while the heathen will be chastised.

9. The four horns and the four smiths (1:18-21). Horns, a symbol of power (ef.
Micah 4:13), represent those powers that have scattered judah. The smiths on
the other hand are symbols of the destruction of those powers. The import cof the
vision is that there is no longer any opposition to the building of the Lord's
house.

3. The man with the measuring line (2:1~13). The young man, about to lay out the
walls of Jerusalem, is restrained since Jerusalem is to be inhabited as a city
without walls. The Lord, who is 'a wall of fire about her' and who will be
glory in her midst, is to be her protection. The exiles still in Babylon are
called upon to flee to 7ion. Verse 12 is the only time in Scripture where Pales~

imzmcmnﬁd’mehdylmmf

4. Joshua, a 'brand plucked out of the burning' from the preisthood, in filthy
garments, 18 accused by Satan as one might be accused before a court. In this
condition he was unsuitable to offer acceptable sacrifices (3:1-10). Joshua was
grandson of Seraiah, the last high priest who had ministered before the temple
was destroyed. The outcome of the vision is that Saten is denounced and the
filthy garments are removed and clean clothes substituted. The import of the
vision is that the priesthood shall be clcansed and made acceptable for service.
The oracle ends in a promise that God will send his servant "the Branch’

(cf. Isa. 1l:13 Jer, 23:5; 33:15; Zech. 6:12) who, of course, is the Messiah.

5. The golden candlestick with scven lamps and two olive trees (4:1~14). The ' two
anointed ones' likely represent 7erubbubel and Joshua, the civil and religious
heads of the community who are given assurance that the temple will be completed.
Despite the difficulties now in the way, 7orubbabel, who had 1aid the foundation,
will complete the captstone amidst applause. Omne should not despise the day of
small things. The seven represent the all-seeing eye of God in his constant
rule of earth. Success comes not by might and power, but by the Loxrd's spirit
4:6).

6. The flying scroll (5:1~4). The vision answers the question: How can crime be
removed from the 1and? The scroll flies over rhe land and its curse destroys
the houses of thieves and perjurers. -

7. The woman sitting in an ephah (5:5-11). The woman, represting wickeness, sittimny
in a large dry measure (about seven gallons), is borne to Shinar where sin
finds its natural home. With the t:imple rebuilt evil is to be removed from the
land. '
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I 3
Page 2, L. 12
The four chariots from between the copper mountains go forth to patrol the earth

6:1-3)., These scem to symbolize God's protecting providence. The earth is at
peace under the control of God."

PROPHETICAL PREACHING AGLIN. (Zech. 6:9 - 141215,

The High Priest crowned to typify the Branch. 6:9-15. cf. Rev. 22:16; Heb, 7:1-4,
Questions of the delegation from Bethel concerning fasts Tt is not fasting

but obedience, justice and kindness that matters. (chapter 7

Promises for a greater Jerusalen, (Ch. 8).

Promises of a greater corner-stone and aail in a sure place. (Ch. 10).
Propheccy of the Betrayal and broken covenant. (Ch. 11).

Promisc of a greater sacrifice, one pierced for our sins. (Ch. 12}).
Promise of a fountain for sins and cessation of unclean prophets and spirits. (Ch.

Ao

B.

C.

D. Promises of a greater king. (Ch. 9).
E.

F,

G.

H.

13).
L

The destruction of Jerusalem foretold {(the old Jerusalen) and the new Jerusalem
described.

o

B'

ZECHARIAY EXERCISES A TRENMEWDOUS TNFLUENCE ON THE NEW TESTAMENT.

Jeremiah spoke of ''the Brauch of Jesse" (Jexr. 2335
of the Branch.

7echariah speaks of the king who rides upon the ass. (Zech. 9:9; cf. Mt. 21:4ff;
Ju. 12:15).

7eochariah mentions the betrayal and notes the 30 pieces of gilver(Zech. 11:12£;
Mt. 26:15; 27:9f.)

Zechariah speaking of the looking "ypon me whom they have pierced" (Zech. 12:10;
cf. Jn. 19:37; Rev. 137).

Zecharish says “'smite the shepherd” (Zech. 13:7; cf. Mt. 26:31; Mark 14:27).
7ochariah mentions the king who reigns from sca to sea. (Zech. 9:10; 14:9).
7echariah also mentions the fountain for cleansing. (Zeeti, 1321):

Paul refers to Zechariah’s "'Speak ye every man truth to his neighbor™ (Zech. 8:
16; Iph. 4:25).

One also finds many terms and expressions in the Revelation that are found in
Zechariah.

1. The four horsemen. Zech. 6:1-8.

2. The two olive trees. Zech. 4:3£f; Rev. 11:4.

3. The candlestick and seven eyes. 7ech. 43:2-10; Rev. 1:12f,

33:15) and Zechariah speaks

QUESTIONS

TRUE OR FALSE

Haggai and Zechariah prophesied at about the same time.
Zochariah's work supplementad Haggai's work.

The fathers and the.prophets were gone, but God's words remained.
Zechariah saw 2 man riding upon a gray horse.

The four horns represented the enemies of Judah and Israel.
Judah was the apple of God's eye.

7echariah saw Joshua standing at Saten's right hand.

The Branch refers to Christ.

God's work is accomplished by might and power.
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11
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13

14.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Page 3, Lesson 12
7erubbabel would not be the one to finish building the tcmple.
Zechariah pictures Christ as being priest and king at the same time.
God said fasting was the most important practice.

Judah's punishment had come because they refused God's message.

The streets of Jerusalem are pictured as been full of boys and giris.
The expression "'they shall be my people, and I will be their God."”
The one riding on the ass would have salvation.

The two staves were named Beauty and Bands.

The thirty pieces of silver were used to buy a potter's field.

There is a spirit in man.

Mount Oliwves is not mentioned in Zechariah.

THOUGHT AWD DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

lh

Who was standing at Joshua's right hand to resist him?

What does James tell us to do roward the devil? (Jas. 5)

who do the twc olive trees represent in Zechariah 47

What did Zecharish say the Branch would build?

what is the temple here?

Name five things God told the people to do in Zechariah 7:9,10.

Name at least four prophecies in Zechariah about Christ.




‘e Book of i HAR LAH

lntroduction

A

After the short and simple message of Haggu:, the book of szechariah may seem discourag-
ingly complicated; yet it is full of good things. Haggai's,chief concern and paramount
obsession had peen to challenge the returncd remnant to buidd the temple which had been
neglected for fourtecn years (Hagpal 1:7-8). Beginning the ame ycar as Haggai (520
8.C.), the younger zechariah takes up the samyg cause as his older contemporary, thus,
supplementiné, developing, and amplifying T » message. One may sven say that the 1it-
tle Haggal seroll virtually serves as an dndcoduction {o the much larger work of
zechariah (the largest of the Minor Prophet:).
1. Although the two dcliver gimilar messagu: (encouragement to the temple builders) -
they use strikingly different manners. ,
a. Haggal uses seanons while Zechariah uses visions. Huggail is an exhonten while
zechariah is an encounaget. | flaggal .hoots from the Alp with a strong message
of nebuke; zechariah shoots fFrom the heart with a soothing message of aestonrna-
tion. Haggal 1% concerned with the peesent: "Take heart and finish the temple!':
zechariah is concerned with the futwrdes wpake heart, the Meusian is coming!"
2. With Zechariah, as with Haggai, We begin in the second ycar of the persian ruler,
parius, or 520 B.C. Sixteen years earlicr the remnant had returned at the decree
of the then ruling Cyrus who announced thut the exiled Juws Jhould return to Jerusa-
lem and 'zebuild the house of the joad" (tzra 1:3). They never got farther than
the foundation.
a. Fourteen years of spiritual inactivily come and go before Jehovah has had enough.
He raises up the prophetic duo of Hupoal and Zechariah and commissions them to
rekindle the faltering zeal of the Jewish -leaders and people and to motivale
them to finish what they have beguli.
b. Few preachers have ever been as sucurnsful.  See Fzra 5:1-23 §:14-15.

B. - Who Was 7zechariah? Like Ezekiel, zZechariah was pboth a priest and a prophet. In 1:1 we
7 learn that he was nthe son Of Benechiah, Lhe son of Jddo." according to Nehemiah 12:4,
Iddo was one of the priests who returned from Babylon with Zcrubbabel (the governor) and

Joshua (the high priest). Thus, 7echariah was of the family of Aaron.

1. It is interesting to note that from this time on the pricsthovd takes the lead in
1srael. The history of the government ol the covenant people falls into three main
periods:

e JUDCES: Moses to Samue-
The KINGS: Sal to Zedelich '
The URIESTS: 7u4hua£uda44uuxzwzuﬁjcnuaaédn(70 A.0.)
¢c. Zechariah's Messiah. zechariah is one of the most outstanding pieces of literature
anywhere due to the amount of Messianic prophucy L contains. There are more specific
prophecies regarding the coming Messiah in sechariah than in any other 0ld Testament
book with the excephion of isailah (which hai ©6 chapters). vor example:
Reference in Zecharian . oture of Messiin
3:8 servant, Mark 10:45
6:12 psranch, Luke 1:68-69
. 6:13 aing, Matt. 21:4-9
- 6:13 priest, Heb. 4:11
11:12-13 petrayed One, Malt.27:9-10
12:10 pierced One, John 19:37
13:1 ' vountain, heve. L:5
13:7 vhephurd, John 10:tl
13:7 Humanity, teb. 2:1l
14:9 l.ord, Reve. 11:15
BODY
1. A DIVIDED BOOK

A. The Two Parts. Few Old Testament book: are as Jifticult to interprel as s this

(18%]




II.

THE
A.

one. However, part of the problem lies in failing to distinguish the two parts

of the prophecy. There i+ a major break following chapter cight. Chapters 1-3

were written during the duys of the temple rebuilding, while chapters 9-14 were

probably written at a much later time. The two sections have marked differences:

1. WMQ&W, the remaining six chap-
ters are dinect prophccies. The Wmiww
back in the land while the second part concerns the apdiritual remnant under
the Messiah. The contents of the first section are cg4gﬁuiiu_da$£d¢__ﬂbllﬂ~£h¢

econd section are nowhene dated.

Note, then, our outline of Zechariah:

SRR - . P s e
"Jealous For Zion"

I. EARLY PROUILCIES: Temple Being Rebuilt, ch.1-3

A. Seven Visions
1. The four honses, 1:8-17
5. The fourn hows and craftsmen, 1:18-21
3. The measuning Line, 2
4. The neclothing of Joshua, 3
5. The lampatand and the odive (nees, 4
6. -The scrodd, ephah, and the women, 5
7. The four chaniots, 6

B. Five Messages: 6:9-15; 7:1-7; T:8-14; 8:1-17; 8:18-23

II. LATER PROVHECIES: After Temple Rebuilt, ch.9-14
A. The Coming Shephcrd-King and Zion's Subsequent Blessing, 9-10
B. The Offending of the Shepherd-King and It's Tragic Results, 11
C. The Final Travail and Triumph of Zion, 12-14

1. As the key-word-phrase in Haggal was - "faum this day on J will bless you..."” =
so the same thought continues in Zechariah with the announcement that Jehovah
is "jealous fon Zion" (1:14; 2:8; 8:2).
2. The book begins with a simple prologue in 1:1-6 with a call for present repent-
ance (vs.3) and a reminder of past problems (vs.4-6).
a. Notice in verse 6a that the word of the Lord outlasted both their fathers
and the prophets. See 1 Pet. 1:23-25.

SEVEN SYMBOLIC VISTONS

The Four Horses, 1:38-17 RS EYES JRE OV THE WICKED." Read verses 8-10. Here
Ts Jehovah's angel patrol surveying world conditions. They report back in verse
11b that "all the carth is peaceful and quiet.” Zechariah is intended to sce that
while the surrounding nations are at ease, his people are suffering hardship and
difficulties of every sort. Thus, the angelic question 1in verse 12 and Jehovah's

. reply.

1. Zechariah informs us of the two levels of history - the visibde and the invis—
ible. While man operates out of the former, God operates out of the latter.
To the returned Jews 1l appeared Lhat Jehovah's enemies were prospering while
Jehovah's. people were suffering - and that He was unconcerned! However, in
the invisible realm, God was watching and was preparing a stroke of retribution

upon the wicked while planning a three-fold blessing on Judah (vs.17).

The Four Horns and Craftsmen, 1:18-21 - "GOD'S HANDS ARE ON THE WICKED." Read verses

18-19. llorns in apocalyptic literature olften represent kings or kingdoms (Sce

Daniel 8 and Reve.l7:12). These four horns are the nations that have sought to

destroy Judah. However, God would raise up four craftsmen or carpenters who would

ndismantle" the horns and judge the nations.

1. #*please keep in mind that all of this is symbolic. These figurcs are not to be
interpreted literally but figuralively as representing various ideas that God
wanted his prophet/people to see.
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The Measuring Line, 2:1-13 - "G00'S PROTECTION OV THE RIGHTEQUS." Notice verses
1-2. What is all this measuring busincss?  What does the measuring represent?
See Ezekiel 40-42:20; Reve. 11:1-2. The measuring speaks of dividing between the
holy and the profane. God is telling the prophet what He will protect and what He
won't protect. Jerusalem was to be measured, i.e., set-aside as holy unto the Lord.
1. Verse 4. Why did God not want walls around Jerusalem? He wanted His people

to first build the temple, not the walls. Building the temple without first

constructing the walls was an indication of their faith in Jehovah. Besides,

He would be their wall; He would be their protection, (vs.5,8).

The Reclothing of Joshua, 3:1-10 - "4 PREPARED PEOPLE FOR A PREPARED PLACE." Here
is Satan as the "accuser' making his case against Joshua, who stands. as a represen-
tative of the people (vs.1). Joshua appears filthy (with sin) and like a torch
left too long in the fire he is burned and dirty (vs.2b-3). Satan's argument is
thatJoshua (the Jews) were not worth saving.

1. Jehovah did not deny the charges but did disagree with Satan's conclusion. He,
being full of grace and love, took them.back, cleansed them and gave them new
garments (vs.4-5). And why had le done this? Was this an act of grace without
works? See 1:6. Yes, here is the 0ld Testament illustration of the prodigal
son and his forgiving father.

. 2. But this is more than just a vision of God accepting again liis people - it

gymbolizes something greater (vs.8). The Branch (the Messiah, Isa.l1:1) would

come and prepare a "4tone.” From such passages as Dan. 2:44-45; Isa. 28:16 we

see that the ™stone” concept represents God's kingdom, thc church.

a. The Messiah would prepare the "s¢one”, God's watch-care would be over it
("seven eyes") and salvation would be therein = "7 will aemove the iniquity
of that land i(n one day."

b. Thus, as Joshua had been fitted with new garments, so are those today who
wash their robes in baptism (Reve.22:14). We are to put off the old and
put on the new. At such time the prepared people are added to the prepared
place - the stone (Acts 2:47).

3. M"In that day...” (vs.10) - the people will have one main objective when the

Branch rules:

a. EVANGELISM! - "eveayone of you will invite your neighbor..."

The Lampstand and the Olive Trees, 4:1-14 - "4 PREPARED RESPONSIBILITY." This

fifth vision was of special encouragement to Zerubbabel, the civid leader of the

remnant as the preceeding vision was to Joshua, the neligiows leader. Verses 2-5.

1, The lampstand was a sign that the people would finish the temple. And how
would that haopen? Verse 6. Only with Jehovah's help would they be able to
finish. .

a. See verse 7 - "0 great mountain, Before Zewbbabel you will become a plain.”
The mountain represents all of the obstacles in the way of rebuilding. But
God removes the mountain and the temple is finished (vs.7b-=9).

2. Notice his question in verse 11. The olive trees represent the fuel (0il) that
would light the lampstand. And verse 14 more specifically adds, "These arze the
two annointed ones..." The fuel which would motivate the people in the work
of rebuilding would come from the two "oiled" offices - the king and high priest.
The king.is here represented by Zerubbabel (who was of the blood-line of David)
and the high priest by Joshua. Thus, the two offices would have to work to-
gether in order for the fuel to reach the lampstand or in order for the temple
to be completed.

a. One day these two "oiled" offices would be united in Christl

The Scroll, Ephah, and the Women, 5:1-11 - "A PREPARED HOLINESS . " Here is the

Uoh needed lesson that there can never be a restoration of Jchovah's blessings

without the expulsion of that which is evil (vs.1-3).

1. Zechariah sees a flying scroll containing a two-fold curse: (1) against steal-
ing, and (2) against swearing. This summarizes all sins which are (1) against
man, and (2) against God. Note in verse 3 that these sins must be purged.
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God will not tolerate a mixture of good and evil in the land. Sin must be

purged. ‘

a. Can there be any application here for us? See 1 Cor.5:7 in regard to the
command for church discipline. God commands that His church be pure and
sin purged.

2: 1In verse 5=7 the prophet sces an ephah (a Jewish measurement) which was proba-
bly in the shape of a barrel. M Immed-
~EEEEEX,EES,EEE—ESEEQiBSQ and sent away to Babylon (vs.8-11). The proper home
for such wickedness was certainly nol Jerusalem.

a. Here is a simple lesson on what to do with sin. _Sin must be (1) recognized,

(2) contained, and finally (3) sent avay.

The Four Chariots, 6:1-8 - g PREPARED JUDGEMENT " ~ Here is Jehovah's coming judge-
ment on the Gentile nations as represented by the 1and of the north (Persia), vs.8.
tlere follows five brief messages to Zechariah:
|, C "dnd,_the wongd of the Load came. .." ©5:9-15. Here the prophet is commanded to
enact a coronation ceremony for Joshua. [The passage is entirely Messiani
,;Qﬁllé_gf_filg_iblﬂgs_ihat the "Branch" would do;
a. He would pgrow - branch out from a lowly birth and a state of rejection to
become exalted and lifted up.
~b. He would build the temple - obviously this is not the physical temple for
the Lord just got through promising that Zerubbabel would finish it. This
temple would be spiritual. Sec 1 pet. 2:5; Eph. 2:19-22;5 1 Cor. 3:16.
c. He would sit and rule - on the throne of David. Such was confirmed on
Pentecost by Peter (Acts 2:30-31).
d. He would be a priest - but not on earth for He was of the wrong tribe (Heb.
7:14).
e. He would be a peacemaker - between God and man and between Jew and Gentile.
1) Note also verse 15. This temple ruled over by the Messiah would not be
" for "Jews only" bul would include all who were "far oft" (Acts 2:38-39).
2.C)gzﬁgJyggd_gé~§Qg_éggiJ;myg..” 7:1-7. "To fast on not %o Last" - that is the
question (vs.3). The Lord liad only commanded one day of fasting - the day of
atonement. Yet the Jews werc observing scveral days of fasling and seeking to
bind these-on others. Hencc, the Lord's responce in verse 5-6. lere was the
sin of selfishness in the name of religion. They were actually fasting in or-
der to make themselves fecl good rather than fasting to God's glory.
a. Can you think of anything that would involve selfishness in the name of

religion today? - i.e., that which is done to please self rather than God?
3.0 "The word of thcAQEQQ,gmng..." 7:.8-14. Here is what God really wants - the
proper attitude and heart. See versc 9-10.
4.0 ﬁZheJQQAd_gﬁ_gﬁnggygéigygg;.." 3:1-17. Here are given the divine characteristics

for the New Testament kingduin. The Lord promises that lle will return to Zion
. (vs.3). .Jehovah never returned to a literal temple after Ezekiel 10:18 (See
also Acts 17:24). Thus, the prophecy 1is for a return to a spiritual temple,
a spiritual city - new Jerusalem (Reve.21:2). She would be a "City of Trwth”
sounding forth the truth (Tsa. 2:3b; Lk. 24:47) and a "o.ly Mouwntain i.e., set
aside for righteousness.
a. She would be a city ol' peacc, vs.d
b. She would be a city of uctivity, vSs.5
1) Notice verse 7-8. 1t was Kipling who said, "Cast is east and west i
wesdt and never the wain shall meet.” lle was wrong. East met west in
the new Jeérusalem. .
2) In verse 9 he leaves the Messianic and returns to offer more encourage-
ment to the physical temple builders.
3) Verse 16-17 - Jehovah's hasic princlplcs of morality to be applied in
every age.

5.0 ”Zﬁg;ggﬁg_géggﬁg_éggg_ggmg...” 8:18-23. Now back to the spiritual promise for
the future. He would turn their sorrow into joy and gladness (vs.19) and open
the door of spiritual blessing unto all peoples (vs.20).

a. Verse 21 i1lustrates that the whole aspect of being included in God's
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dpiritual city is that we might include others. '

b. Finally, verse 23 shows that :alvation would come through the Jewish remnant
that Jehovah had preserved. And today salvation can only be had by "grasp-
ing the gawment of a Jew." That Jew is Jesus Christ.

III. THE THREE LATTER PROPHECIES *Note: Chapler 9 begins part two of the book. These .

4ix remaining chapiens are virtually 100% Messianic.

. 1
A. The Coming Shepherd-King and Zion's Subsequent Blessing, ch.9-10.

1,

2,

Victony in Jesws, 9:1-8. In 9:1 the American Standard Version gives a marginal
reading of - "Jehovah hath an eye on men..." Thus, the second section of
Zechariah begins as does the first (sce comments on 1:8-17). Before we see
anything else we are meanl to sce God's care and concern for His own.

a. Here in verse 2-8 are listed lhe cnemies of God's people with the promise

that these would never again pass through Jerusalem (vs.8). This is not

physical Jerusalem under consideration but, rather, spiritual Jerusalem.

Physical Jerusalem was attacked time and again by it's enemies but spiritual

Jerusalem could NEVER be overrun. And why can we be assured of such victory?

The Why of Victoay, 9:9-10. The why of our victory is seen in our King! We

are great because He is great. Wc arc led to triumph because He was triumphant.

We have victory because of the victory of Jesus. And how do we have victory?

a. Because of His KINGSHIP, vs.9. Sce 1 Tim. 6:13-15; Acts 2:36. Jesus
Christ has been given absolutc power (Matt. 28:18). Yet many rulers turn
power into corruption. Not this King!

b. Because of His JUSTICE, vs.9. Sec Isa. 11:3-4a; Jer. 23:5-6. In our courts
the rich, powerful and influential often seem to be favored, but not so in
the court of this kingdom.

c. Because of Ilis SALVATION, vs.v. Question: Is justice all we want? When we
stand in the day of judgement will we plead for justice? No, we will plead
for mercy. And our King offers mercy!

1) The story is told about an castern monarch who decreed .that for a vio-
lation of law the criminal would lose both hands. The first offender
was his own son. Justice demanded the cutting off of the hands. Now
the king was in favor of justice, yel he was also in favor of his son.
Thus, mercy entered and suw the king take one of his own hands and onc
of his son's - and the law was paid.

2) Jesus went farther than that. When the price had to be paid - lle paid
it all! (1 Cor.6:20).

d. DBecause of His HUMILITY, vs.9. What king ever rodc on a donkey? Kings
rode on white stallions and rude in gold chariots. Not this king! e for-
ever taught the lesson that tu become great you musl become little; to rise
you must sink; and to rule you must serve. See Matt. 20:28.

e. DBecause of the PEACEFUL NATURE Of His kingdom, vs.10. This kingdom would
not be characterized by horse:, chariots and weapons of the battlefield for
it would be a apiritual kingdom.

£. Because of the UNIVERSAL RULE of the King, vs.10. The spiritual kingdom of
Christ would know no peographical boundrics. lIis authority would be upon
all men. _

ThetFuliess of Victowg, 9:11=17. lterw is a List of scven Lhings Lhe Messiah

would provide:

a. He will provide redemption, vs.11. The Mosaical covenant was a blood cove-
nant that could not save. Becausc of the covenant they were in God would
make a new blood covenant - ouc which would save. See Jer. 31:31,34; Matt.
26:28; Heb. 9:22; Reve. 1:5. This covenant would set man free (Rom. 7:24-25).
1) Under Jesus, man would be sct free from the waterless pit and be given

access to the fountain of living watcr ( 13:1).

b. He will provide unification, vs. 13. llere we sec the uniting of God's peo—
ple for the purpose of taking on Greecc (the Gentiles). And when did this
occur? Such a battle began in Acts 16:6 and continucd until Acts 19:20 as
Christianity for the first t|m7 took on paganism. Before Acts 16 the
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ZECHARIAH:
“The Lord shall yet comfort Zion” - Lessons from a hopeful future

Joseph Renne

| want to go back in Bible history and remember some things about God’s chosen people,
the Jews. They had problems staying faithful to the Lord. On the way to the Promised
Land they sinned by melting the spoils of the Egyptians and forming a golden calf as their
“god” (Ex. 32:1-10). They would later fail in conquering the Promised Land because they
listened to the ten unfaithful spies (Num. 13-14). As a result, God made them wander in
the wilderness for forty years (Num. 14:33-35). When they went over into the Promised
Land, they were instructed to remove all the residents from that place and seize the land.
However, they failed to do so and eventually were influenced by the inhabitants of the land
(Jud. 2:11-15). God then appointed Judges to correct the Jews when they turned to idol

gods (Jud. 3-16). According to Scripture this happened many times over as Israel had
fifteen different Judges.

Next, God’s people asked for a ruler to be over them like the other nations (1 Sam. 8:1-9).
God did grant them a leader and Saul was their first king (1 Sam. 9). It did not take Saul
long to depart from God'’s plan and he was rejected as king (1 Sam. 13-15). David, whom
God loved, became king next and was a warrior. His son, Solomon, was next in line during
a time of wealth and peace. Solomon allowed the nation to be influenced with idol gods
because of the foreign women he married (1 Kings 11:1-13). Solomon’s son, Rehoboam,
was to inherit the kingdom but Jeroboam also wanted the kingdom. Rehoboam was
offered advice by the elders who served with Solomon and the young men with whom he
grew up (1 Kings 12). He followed the advice of the younger men and made service harder
for the inhabitants of the land (1 Kings 12:12-17). Making their burdens harder gave the
other tribes reasons to leave Rehoboam’s kingdom and unite with Jeroboam’s kingdom in
the north. Jeroboam didn’t want his people to travel to Jerusalem to worship (1 Kings
12:25-27), so he set up his own mode of worship (1 Kings 12:28-33). Later Israel would fall
to the Assyrian armies because of their sins (2 Kings 17). The tribes of Judah and
Benjamin saw what took place with their sister tribes, but did not learned from them. Joel
and other prophets foretold what would happen if they continued to disobey God. Many
prophets were ignored and some were even killed. Both the Northern and Southern tribes
did not do what was right in the eyes of God. Judah and Benjamin had a few faithful kings,
but most of them were evil in the eyes of God. What happened to them? They too went
into captivity because they failed to repent. It came to pass they did not to keep His
commandments and were carried off by the Babylonians (2 Kings 24-25).

Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, failed to acknowledge God and his kingdom was taken
away from him (Dan. 4:28-33). Cyrus of Persia became the next ruler of a world power (2
Chr. 36:22-23). He ordered the temple to be rebuilt in Jerusalem and some did not want
that to happen (Ezra 4). Haggai was a prophet sent to encourage the rebuilding of the
temple. He reminded the people that their houses were built and the temple was in ruins
(Hag. 1:1-11). The temple was the central location for Jewish worship and socialization.
Without the temple God’s work was not being carried on. The temple was the stepping
stone for the Lord’s church and is where Zechariah comes into the picture.
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Zechariah’s mission is to give hope to God’s people. “Again proclaim saying, Thus says
the Lord of hosts, My cities will again overflow with prosperity and the Lord will again
comfort Zion and again choose Jerusalem.” After all the trials and disobedience, God
would set Jerusalem on a high place among all the cities of the world to show that these
are His people. Darius’ letter to the Jews speaks of the plans to rebuild the temple (Ezra
5). The Jews would prosper and grow into a nation that came under Greek rule and later
under the Roman Empire during the life of Christ. We read In Daniel 2, of God’s kingdom
being built during the days of the Roman Empire (Dan. 2:44-45). Zechariah came to
support Haggai and the Jews who were rebuilding the temple. These two men had a
mission to complete, and if they failed, the preparation of the Kingdom would be lost.

Zechariah has similar visions to that of Daniel and other prophets. He gave hope of
rebuilding the temple and encouragement to the people of that day. Zechariah wrote his
book around 520 BC and it is a book containing eight visions. The first vision is of
horseman, riding under a myrtle tree which was a symbol of fertility and renewal. The rider
on the red horse became a spokesman delivering a message from God (Zech. 1:12-17).
The Gentiles did not rule the world where he was concerned. This was the right time to
build the temple. The horseman patrolied the earth and reported all was well.

The second vision was a matter of hope containing horns and craftsmen (Zech. 1:18-21).
The four horns, which represented languages or governments, represented the four world
powers of Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome. These four nations had scattered the
people of Judah and taken her freedom away. The craftsmen were coming 1o, “terrify
them, to cast out the horns of the nations that lifted up their horn against the land of Judah
to scatter it” (Zech 1:21).

The third vision (Zech. 2:1-4) was of Jerusalem being measured out and protected by God.
Zechariah 1:16 reads, “Therefore thus says the Lord: | am returning to Jerusalem with
mercy; My house shall be built in it, says the Lord of hosts, and a surveyor’s line shall be
stretched out over Jerusalem.” The wall was for defense against their enemies and it gave
the people confidence. They really did not need the wall, for God was, “a wall of fire all
around her” (Zech. 2:4). God also made this promise to Jerusalem, “Sing and rejoice, O
daughter of Zion! For behold, I am coming and | will dwell in your midst, says the
Lord” (Zech. 2:10). There was still hope for God’s people!

The fourth vision was of Satan accusing Joshua the high priest (Zech. 3:1-2). The
priesthood was guilty of sinning before God. Joshua stood as a representative for all Israel
and Satan was criticizing her sin. Joshua’s filthy garments symbolized the sin and pollution
of the people (Zech. 3:4), but God forgave them and clothed them in clean garments.
There was then a promise made to Joshua in prophecy of the coming Christ. He was
referred to the Branch who would be the true High Priest of God’s people (Zech. 3:8-10).
The book of Hebrews tells of this great High Priest (Heb. 3:1).

A fifth vision gave the people hope and encouragement (Zech. 4). It is believed that
Joshua and Zerubbabel are the two olive trees on each side of the lampstand which held
seven lamps. Zerubbabel was in charge of the building of the temple and we know that he
faced great opposition which was like a great mountain (Zech. 4:7). The good news,
however, was that the mountain would become a plain before him. The two olive trees
represented the leadership in spiritual and political matters.

The sixth vision of a flying scroll is contained in Chapter 5:1-4. God was going to give hope
to the freed nation by removing the law breakers from the land. The explanation given
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was, “| will send out the curse, says the Lord of hosts; It shall enter the house of the thief
and the house of the one who swears falsely by my name” (Zech. 5:4).

The seventh vision was of a woman in a basket (Zech. 5:5-11). This vision represented the
iniquities that were in the land. The woman representing wickedness, sitting in a large dry
measure was sent to Shinar where sin would find a home. When the temple was rebuilt
evil was to be removed from the land.

According to his eighth vision Zechariah saw that there was hope for Jerusalem in “four
chariots” (Zech. 6:1-8). They represent the Spirit of God going forth in the north country
and another in south country and so forth. They seem to symbolize God’s protection and
providence. The earth is at peace under God'’s control. In 6:9-11 the peace that resulted
from the eighth vision made it possible for Joshua to wear the crown as high priest and for
the people to now focus on the coming of the Messiah called the Branch (Zech. 6:9-15).

Chapters 7 through 13, teach the people about worshiping from the heart, doing justice,
not mistreating widows, orphans, foreigners, or the poor and to stop hurting others. A
picture of hope and joy is set forth in Zechariah 8:4-8: “Thus says the Lord of hosts, Old
men and old women will again sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each man with his staff in
this hand because of age. And streets of the city will be filled with boys and girls playing in
the streets. Thus says the Lord of hosts. If it is too difficult in the sight of the remnant of
this people in those days, will it be too difficult in My sight? Declares the Lord of hosts.
Thus says the Lord of hosts, Behold, | am going to save my people from the land of the
east and from the land of the west: and | will bring them back and they will live in the midst
of Jerusalem, and they will be My people and | will be their God in truth and
righteousness.” Verse 19 states, “Thus says the Lord of hosts, The fast of the fourth the
fast of the fifth, the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth months will become joy,
gladness and cheerful feasts of the house of Judah; so love truth and peace.”

God was encouraging the people not to be afraid to rebuild. Jerusalem would be called a
city of truth and the mountain of the Lord of hosts was the holy mountain. He wanted the
glory to be returned to the temple: “Thus says the LORD, | will return to Zion and will dwell
in the midst of Jerusalem, Then Jerusalem will be called the City of Truth, and the
mountain of the LORD of hosts will be called the Holy Mountain” (Zech. 8:3). Verses 11
and read, “But now | will not treat the remnant of this people as in the former days,’
declares the LORD of hosts. For there will be peace for the seed: the vine will yield its fruit,
the land will yield its produce, and the heavens will give their dew; and | will cause the
remnant of this people to inherit all these things.” God’s people would be providing food
for themselves and the land would give abundance for their comfort. They were assured
that God would be with them. We can aiso learn from them that God wants His people to
be happy and full of joy (1 Pet. 3:10-12). We are encouraged by His word and the support
of the Church as the Jews were by the temple.

Zechariah 8:22 reads, “So many people and mighty nations wili come to seek the LORD of
hosts in Jerusalem and to entreat the favor of the LORD.” Zechariah spoke of the great
promise of the Messiah coming in humility and mounted on a donkey (Zech. 9:9-10).
Zechariah 12:1-4 looks forward to the restoration of the land and the rebuilding of the
temple. God preserved the Jews until the coming of the Messiah. The temple had to be
rebuilt for the coming of Christ. All of this had to be in place. The work of Zechariah was
very important for the preparation of the coming of the Branch.
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The Book of “i "HAR [AH

Introduction

A. After the short and simple message of Haggua:, the book of Zechariah may seem discourag-
ingly compllcated yet it is full of good things. Haggai's chief concern and paramount
obsession had been to challenge the returncd remnant to buidd the templde which had been
neglected for fourtecn years (ilaggal 1:7-3). Beginning the :same ycar as Haggai (520

BODY
I.

B.C.), the younger Zechariah takes up the rumu cause as his older contemporary, thus,
supplementing, developing, and amplifying h s message.  One may even say that the 1it-
tle Haggai scroll virtually serves as an (n/voduction to the much larger work of
Zechariah (the largest of the Minor Prophet:.)
1. Although the two dcliver similar message: (encouragement to the temple builders) -
they use strikingly different manners. :
a. Haggal uses semnons while Zechariah uses visdons. Huggai is an exhoater while
Zechariah is an encounaggen. Haggai shoots from the acp with a strong message
of nebuke; Zechariah shoots from thc heart with a soothing message of nestona-
tion. Haggail is concerned with the sresent: "Take heart and finish the templel;
Zechariah is concerned with the futwie: "™Pake heart, the Messiah is coming!"
2. With Zechariah, as with Haggai, we begin in the second year of the Persian ruler,
Darius, or 520 B.C. Sixteen years earlicr the remnant had returned at the decree
of the then ruling Cyrus who announced thut the exiled Jews should return to Jerusa—
lem and "zebuidd the howse of the Load” (kzra 1:3). They never got farther than
the foundation.
a. Fourteen years of spiritual inactivity come and go before Jehovah has had enough
He raises up the prophetic duo of Hupcoai and Zechariuh and commissions them to
rekindle the faltering zeal of the Jewish-leaders and people and to motivale
them to finish what they have beguu.
b. Few preachers have ever been as sucernsful.  See Ezra 5:1

-2; 6:14-15,

"Who Was Zechariah? Like Ezekiel, Zechariah wus both a priest and o prophet. In 1:1 we

learn that he was "the sun of Berechiah, the son of Jddo." according to Nehemiah 12:4,
Iddo was one of the priests who returned from Babylun with Zcrubbabel (the governor) and
Joshua (the high priest). Thus, Zechariah was of the family of Auron.

1. It is interesting to note that from this lee on the priusthood takes the lead in
Israel. The history of the government I the covenant pcople falls into three main
periods:

The JUDGES: Moses o Samue.!
The KINGS:  Sawl to Zedekb.ch
The MRIESTS: Jushua Lo dess quction of Geawsalon (70 A.0.)

Zechariah's Messiah. Zcchariah is one of the mosc outstanding pieces of literature
anywhere due to the amount of Messiunic prephecy it contains. Therce are more specific
prophecies regarding the coming Messiah in Zechariah than in any other 0ld Testament
book with the exception of Isailah (which ha:. 66 chupters). VFor example:

Reference in Zechariah icture of Messiin
3:8 servant, Mark 10:45
6:12 Branch, Lukc 1:68-69
. 6:13 ang, Malt. 21:4-5
- 6:13 I'riest, Heb. 4:1.1
11:12-13 Luetrayed One, Matt.27:9-10
12:10 Plerced One, John 19:37
13:1 Fountain, fLeve. 1:5
13:7 vhepherd, John 10:11
13:7 Humanity, Heb. 2:11
14:9 l.ord, Reve. 11:15
A DIVIDED BOOK _
A. The Two Parts. Few Old Testament book: are as ditficult to interpret as is this
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II.

THE

one. However, part of the problem lies in failing to distinguish the &wo parts
of the prophecy. There 13 a major break following chapter cight. Chapters 1-8
were written during the dJduys of the temple rebuilding, while chapters 9-14 were
probably written at a much later time. The two sectiuns have marked differences:

1. The first eipht chapter inly vigion-pro ies; tgilggggigigg_SLX_Qhﬂp
ters are direct prophecies, The fww

hﬁmEEEK'Ih the land, while the second part concerns the spizitug! remnant under
_EES_§E§§}ah The contents of the first section are carefully dated, while the

Note, then, our outline ol Zechariah:
S ————————— - . E—————
"Jeawlows Fon Zion"

I. EARLY PROUIESCIES: Temple Being Rebuilt, ch.1-3
A. Seven Visions
1. Jhe four honses, 1:8-17
The fourn hoans and crafbmen, 1:18-21
The measuring Line, 2
The neclothing of. Joshua, 3
The lampatand and the odive trees, 4
The scrodd, ephah, and the women, 5
7. The four chariots, 6
B. Five Mussages: 6:9-15; 7:1-7; 7:3-14; 8:1-17; 8:18-23
IT. LATER PROVHECIES: After Temple Rebuilt, ch.9-14
A. The Coming Shephurd-King and Zion's Subsequent Blessing, 9-10
B. The Offending of the Shepherd-King and It's Tragic Results, 11
C. The Final Travail and Triumph of Zion, 12-14
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1. As the key-word-phrase in Haggai was - "faum this day on J will bless you..."” -
so the same thought continues in Zechariah with the announcement that Jehovah
is "jealows fuon Zion"” (1:14; 2:8; 8:2).

2. The book begins with a simple prologue in 1:1-6 with a call for present repent-
ance (vs.3) and a reminder of past problems (vs.d4-6).

a. Notice in verse 6a that the word of the Lord outlasted both their fathers
and the prophets. See 1 Pet. 1:23-25.

SEVEN SYMBOLIC VISIONS

The Four Horses, 1:8-17 ='G0D'S EYES ARE OV THE WICKED." Read verses 3-10. Here
is Jehovah's angel patrol surveying world conditions. They report back in verse
11b that "all the carnth is peaceful and yulet.” Zechariah is intended to see that
while the surrounding nations are at ease, his people are suffering hardship and
difficulties of every sort. Thus, the angelic question in verse 12 and Jehovah's

- reply.

1. Zechariah informs us of the two lcevels of history - the visdidde and the lnvis-
ible. While man operates out of the former, God operates out of the latter.
To the returned Jews il appeared Lhat Jehovah's enemies were prospering while
Jehovah's. people were suffering - and that He was unconcerned! However, in
the invisible realm, God was watching and was preparing a stroke of retribution
upon the wicked while planning a three-fold blessing on Judah (vs.17).

The Four Horns and Craftsmen, 1:18-21 - "GOD'S H/WOS ARE ON THE WICKED.” Read verses

18-19. Horns in apocalyptic literature often represent kings or kingdoms (Sce

Daniel 8 and KHeve.l17:12). These four horns are the nations thatl have sought to

destroy Judah. However, God would raise up four craftsmen or carpenters who would

"dismantle'" the horns and judpe the nalions.

1. *Please keep in mind that all of this is symbolic. These figurcs are not to be
interpreted literally but figuralively as representing various ideas that God
wanted his prophet/people to see.
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The Measuring Line, 2:1-13 - "COD'S PROTECTION O¥ THE RIGHTEQUS." Notice .verses
1-2. What 1is all this measuring busincss?  What does the measuring represent?
See Ezekiel 40-42:20; Reve. 11:1-2. The measuring speaks of dividing between the
holy and the profane. God 1is telling the prophet what He will protect and what He
won't protect. Jerusalem was to be measured, i.e., set aside as holy unto the Lord.
1. Verse 4. Why did God not want walls around Jerusalem? He wanted His people

to first build the temple, not the walls. Building the temple without first

constructing the walls was an indication of their faith in Jehovah. Besides,

He would be their wall:; He would be their protection, (vs.5,8).

The Reclothing of Joshua, 3:1-10 - "4 PREPARED PEOPLE FOR A PREPARED PLACE.” Here
Is Satan as the "accuser" making his case against Joshua, who stands. as a represen-
tative of the people (vs.1). Joshua appears filthy (with sin) and like a torch
left too long in the fire he is burned and dirty (vs.2b-3). Satan's argument is
thatJoshua (the Jews) were not worth saving.

1. Jehovah did not deny the charges but did disagree with Satan's conclusion. He,
being full of grace and love, took them.back, cleansed them and gave them new
garments (vs.4-5). And why had lle done this? Was this an act of grace without
works? See 1:6. Yes, here is the 0ld Testament illustration of the prodigal
son and his forgiving father.

. 2. But this is more than just a vision of God accepting again His people - it

gymbolizes something greater (vs.8). The Branch (the Messiah, Isa.11:1) would

come and prepare a "stone.” From such passages as Dan. 2:44-45; Isa. 28:16 we

see that the "stone” concept represents God's kingdom, thc church.

a. The Messiah would prepare the "sfone"”, God's watch-care would be over it
("seven eges”) and salvation would be therein - "7 widl zemove the iniquilty
of that land in one day."

b. Thus, as Joshua had been fitted with new garments, so are those today who
wash their robes in baptism (Reve.22:14). We are to put off the old and
put on the new. At such time the prepared people are added to the prepared
place - the stone (Acts 2:47).

3. M"In that day...” (vs.10) - the people will have one main objective when the

Branch rules:

a. EVANGELISM! - "eveayone of you will invite your neighbor...'

The Lampstand and the Olive Trees, 4:1-14 - "4 PREPARED RESPONSIBILITY." This

’

Fifth vision was of special encouragement to Zerubbabel, the civil leader of the
remnant as the preceeding vision was to Joshuu, the neligiows leader. Verses 2-5.
1. The lampstand was a sign that the people would finish the temple. And how
would that haopen? Verse 6. Only with Jehovah's help would they be able to
finish. ,
a. See verse 7 - "0 great mountain, Before Zeaubbabel you will become a plain.”
The mountain represents all of the obstacles in the way of rebuilding. But
God removes the mountain and the temple is finished (vs.7b-9).

2. Notice his question in verse 11. The olive trees represcnt the fuel (oil) that
would light the lampstand. And verse 14 more specifically adds, "These are the
two annointed ones...” The fuel which would motivate the people in the work
of rebuilding would come from the two "oiled" offices - the king and high priest.
The king.lis here represented by Zerubbabel who was of the blood-line of David)
and the high pricst by Joshua. Thus, the two offices would have to work to-
gether in order for the fuel to reach the lampstand or in order for the temple
to be completed.

a. One day these two "oiled" offices would be united in Christl

The Scroll, Ephah, and the Women, 5:1-11 - "4 PREPARED HOLINESS." Here is the

Tuoh nmeeded lesson that there can never be a restoration of Jchovah's blessings

without the expulsion of that which is evil (vs.1=3).

1. Zechariah sees a flying scroll containing a two-fold curse: (1) against steal-
ing, and (2} against swearing. This summarizes all sins which are (1) against
man, and (2) against God. Note in verse 3 that these sins must be purged.
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God will not tolerate a mixture of pood and evil in the land. Sin must be

purged. ‘

a. Can there be any application here for us? See 1 Cor.5:7 in regard to the
command for church discipline. God commands that His church be pure and
sin purged.

In verse 5-7 the prophet sccs an ephah (a Jewish measurement) which was proba-

bly in the shape of a barrc¢l. _Inside was one recopnized as wickedness. Immed-

_iately she was contained and sent away to Babyloy (vs.8-11). The proper home

The

for such wicledness was certainly nol Jerusalem.

a. Here is a simple lesson on what to do with sin. _Sin must be (1) zecognized,
(2) contained, and finally (3) sent away.

Four Chariots, 6:1-8 - "4 PREPARED JUDGEMENT.” Here is Jehovah's coming judge-

ment on the Gentile nations as represented by the land of the north (Persia), vs.8.
liere follows five brief messages to Zechariah:

L. C"4nd zhe wopd _of the Load cume...” 5:9-15. Here the prophet is commanded to

enact a coronation ceremony for Joshua. The passage is entirely Messianic and
tells of five things that the '"Branch' would do:

—_T

a. He would grow -~ branch cut from a lowly birth and a state of rejection to
become exalted and lifted up.

~b. He would build the temple - obviously this is not the physical temple for

the Lord just pot through promising that Zerubbabel would finish it. This
temple would be spiritual. Sec 1 Pet. 2:5; Eph. 2:19-22; 1 Cor. 3:16.

c. He would sit and rule - on the throne of David. Such was confirmed on
Pentecost by Peter (Acts 2:30-31).

d. He would be a priest - but not on earth for He was of the wrong tribe (Heb.
7:14).

e. He would be a peacemaker - between God and man and between Jew and Gentile.
1) Note also verse 15. This temple ruled over by thc Messiah would not be

"~ for "Jews only" bul would include all who were "far off” (Acts 2:38-39).

2.0 "The wond _of the Load came...” 7:1-7. "To fast on not to fast” - that is the

3.0

4.0

5.0

question (vs.3). The Lord had only commanded one day of fasting - the day of
atonement. Yel the Jews wure observing several days of fasling and seeking to
bind these-on others. Hence, the Lord's responce in verse 5-6. Here was the
sin of selfishness in the name of religion. They were actually fasting in or-
der to make themselves fecl good rather than fasting to God's glory.
a. Can you think of anything that would involve selfishness in the name of
religion today? - i.c., that which is done to please self rather than God?
"The wond of the Luad cgme..." 7:8-14. Here is what God really wants - the
proper attitude and heart. See verse 9-10.
"The wond of the Lond came..." 8:1-17. Here are given the divine characteristics
for the New Testament kingduia. The Lord promises that lie will return to Zion
(vs.3). Jehovah never returned to a litecal temple after Lzekiel 10:18 (See
also Acts 17:24). Thus, the prophecy is for a return to a spiritual temple,
a spiritual city - new Jerusalem (Reve.21:2). She would be a "City of Truth”
sounding forth the truth (Tsa. 2:3b; Lk. 24:47) and a "Holy Mountain” i.e., set
aside for riphteousness.
a. She would he a city ol peace, vs.d
b. She would be a city of uctivity, vs.5
1) Notice verse 7-8. 1L was Kipling who said, "€ast is east and wes id
wesd and neven the lwain shall meet.” le was wrong. East met west in
the new Jérusalem. .
2) In verse 9 he leaves the Messianic and returns to offer more encourage-
ment to the physical temple builders.
3) Verse 18-17 - Jehovuh's basic principles of morality to be applied in
every age.
"The word of the Load came..."” 8:18-23. Now back to the spiritual promise for
the future. He would turn their sorrow into joy and gladness (vs.19) and open
the door of spiritual blessing unto all peoples (vs.20).
a. Verse 21 iilustrates that the whole aspcct of being included in God's
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s$piritual city is that we might include others.

b. Finally, verse 23 shows that ralvation would come through the Jewish remnant
that Jehovah had preserved. And today salvation can only be had by "grasp-
ing the gamment of a Jew.” That Jew is Jesus Christ.

III. THE THREE LATTER PROPHECIES *Note: Chaplea ¢ begins part two ol the book. These
: aix nemauuing chapiens are vintually 1000 Messianic.

. 1
A. The Coming Shepherd-King and Zion's Subsequent Blessing, ch.9-10.

=1, Victoay in Jesus, 9:1-8. 1In 9:1 the American Standard Version gives a marginal

reading of - "Jehovah hath an eye ort men...” Thus, the second section of

Zechariah begins as does the first (sce comments on 1:8~17). Before we see

anything else we are meanl to sce God's care and concern for ilis own.

a. Here in verse 2-8 are listed the cnemies of God's people with the promise
that these would never again pass through Jerusalem (vs.8). This is not
physical Jerusalem under consideration but, rather, spiritual Jerusalem.
Physical Jerusalem was attacked time and again by it's enemies but spiritual
Jerusalem could NEVER be overrun. And why can we be assured of such victory?

» 2. The Why of Victony, 9:9-10. The why of our victory is seen in our King! We

are great because He is great. Wc are led to triumph because He was triumphant.

We have victory because of the victory of Jesus. And how do we have victory?

a. Because of His KINGSHIP, vs.9. Sce 1 Tim. 6:13-15; Acts 2:36. Jesus
Christ has been given absolutc power (Matt. 28:18). Yet many rulers turn
power into corruption. Not this King!

b. Beccause of llis JUSTICL, vs.9. See Isa. 11:3-4a; Jer. 23:5-6. In our courts
the rich, powerful and influential often seem to be favored, but not so in
the court of this kingdom.

c. Because of [lis SALVATION, vs.y. Question: Is justice all we want? When we
stand in the day of judgement will we plead for justice? No, we will plead
for mercy. And our King offers mercy!

M 1) The story is told about an castern monarch who decreed .that for a vio~-
lation of law the criminal would lose both hands. The first offender
was his own son. Justice demanded the cutting off of the hands. Now
the king was in favor of justice, yet he was also in favor of his son.
Thus, mercy entered and saw the king take one of his own hands and one
of his son's - and the law was paid.

2) Jesus went farther than that. When the price had to be paid - He paid
it all! (1 Cor.6:20).

d. Because of His HUMILITY, vs.9. What king ever rode on a donkey? Kings
rode on white stallions and rode in gold chariots. MNot this king! He for-
ever taught the lesson that tv become great you must become little; to rise
you must sink; and to rule you must serve., See flatt. 20:28.

e. Because of the PLACEFUL NATURL Of His kingdom, vs.10. This kingdom would
not be characterized by horse:, chariots and weapons of the battlefield for
.it would be a apirnitual kingdom.

f. Because of the UNIVERSAL RULE of the King, vs.10. The spiritual kingdom of
Christ would know no peographical boundrics. llis authority would be upon
all men.

» 3. The Fulness of Viclow, 9:11-17. tere is a list of seven Lhings Uie Messiah

would provide:

a. e will provide redemption, vs.11. The Mosaical covenant was a blood cove-
nant that could not save. Because of the covenant they were in God would
make a new blood covenant - oue which would ave. See Jer. 31:31,34; Matt.
26:28; Heb. 9:22; Reve. 1:5. This covenant would set man free {Rom. 7:24-25).
1) Under Jesus, man would be sct free from the waterless pit and be given

access to the fountain of living watcr ( 13:1).

b. He will provide unification, vs. 13. llere we see the uniting of God's peo-
ple for the purpose of taking on Greecc (the Gentiles). And when did this
occur? Such a battle bepan in Acts 16:6 and continucd until Acts 19:20 as
Christianity for the first time took on paganism. Before Acts 16 the
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enemy was Judai-m.  After Acts 16 the enemy was Genbile puganism. Tt's no
wonder that leftcers have been found writlen in the first century from var-
ious rulers to Cuacsar expressing alarm that "Chaistienity L4 about to des-
troy usl” :

c. lHe will appear over them, vs.l4. Before,God had led Ilis people by fire-and
by cloud. Now fic will led them personally through the Messiah. Here is a
prophecy of the incarnation of Jesus Christ who woula come to "dwed!” with
man (John 1:14). Now mankind could identify with their leader

d. He will defend fhem, vs.15. Christ's kingdom was challenged by every type
of foe imaginable - both from within and without. Yet time after time it
emerged from the [iery furnace of battle stronger than cver. "You go preach,”
He said, "and 7'l go with you!”

e. He will save them, vs.16. Refers back to verse 11,

f. He will exalt them, vs.16b-17a. Here is a picture of the beautiful bride
of Christ - the church. See Eph. 5:26-27.

g- He will prosper them, vs.17b-10:1. Here was the promise of a better day
ahead in languuge that was comprehensible to them. Paul speaks of our
prosperity in Uph. 1:3.

4, Chapter 10 shows whit the Messiah found and what He would do when He came. He
came and found His prople wandering as sheep without a shupherd, vs.2b-3a. Thus,
the Messiah will scck to lead them and will turn His scattered sheep into a
"majestic honse in dattle” (vs.3b). How will He do it? Verse 4.

a. He will be their coanerstone upon which they will stand. He will be their
tent peg upon which they can rest securely. He will be their bow of battle
and give them courage. And He will be their awler to give them authority.

b. Verse 5 tells the result of His leadership = “mighty men.” Just think of
the change that came over the disciples following the resurrection. Before
they were cowardly and fearful. VYet, after they got a good look at the
resurrected Lord, they became "mighty men” and went out to .conquer the
world for Christ. And why were they successful? See verse 5b.

B. The Offendlng of the Shupherd-King and It's Tragic Results, ch.1l. Here God pro-
: mises to shepherd His pvnple (vs.7). Yot the people refuse God's Shepherd and when
asked their value of the Shepherd they paid thirty pieces of silver (the price of
a wounded slave), vs.12. The Lord responds sarcastically in verse 13 which serves
as a prophecy of what Judas would later Jo with the betrayal silver. Because the
Jews rejected God's Shepherd, God would do three things:
1. He broke lis satafl I"avor, vs.10. For 1,500 ycars the Jews had been Jehovah's
chosen. But now Gud will remove that blessing.
He bavke His covenwit with the nativis, vs.10. This is not the covenant of
Sinai for it was ncver made with the nations. Rather, this dis God's covenant
of protection that :wuid to the surrounding nations - "You can't touch Jsnaedl!”
That covenant of prolection would be removed.
3. He broke the staff !lnion, vs.1l4. ‘There would be no more union between the
Jewish people and .chovah.

o

C. *The Final Travail and Tiiumph of Zion, ch.12-14. In chapter 11 physical Jerusalem
would be destroyed becausc they rejected God's Shepherd. Yet, while physical Jer-
usalem is destroyed, spiritual Jerusalem is protected. The siepe under discussion
is the Roman siege of Jcrusalem in 70 A.D. ‘

> 1, The Paotect&un of Spivitual Jeausalem in the day of the siege, vs.1l-4. The
protection is illuslraled in three ways: The church would be like a cup which
many peoples would try but fail to consume. The church would be like a zock
that none would be able to move. And to those who would seck to destroy it God
would cause consternation among them.

> 2. The Impowering of Spixitual (7uw/nLéun i the day of the siege, vs.5-6. The
"clans" speak of leudership. The church would have strong leadership which
would shine forth like a torch. Nothing could stop the prowth of the early
church because of her teadcership.
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Iv.

> 3. The Gloay of Spiriwal Jewsalem (n the day of the siege, vs.7. What a paradox:!

God's pecople are seen as living in tents (i.e., they have no physical fortifi-
cation) and are saved, while those living in the great walled city of Jerusalen
are destroyed. Only God could reccive the glory in that.

> 4. The Defending of Spiritual Jewrsalem in the day of the slege, vs.8-9. Even the

most feeble in spiritual Jerusalem will. be as Israel's greatest warrior - David.
No nation would be able to destroy this kingdom.

o 5. The Etension of Grace to Physical Jewsalem in the day of the siege, vs.10-14.

It is my belief that this does not have reference to the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit but, rather, the outpouring of destruction upon physical Jerusalem.
Question: How could the destruction be spoken of as "grace?” Answer: The
destruction of Jerusalem was Jehovah's last ditch effort to reach the Jews.

Why did Jesus spend so much time predicting Jerusalem's fall? (See Matt.24). So

that when the destruction came many would remember liis words and believe.

a. See Daniel 12:1-2 which speak of the destruction of Jerusalem and in the
same breath speaks of those awakening to salvation.

b. Before the destruction of Jerusalem there were two religions: Judaism and
Christianity. After 70 A.D. there was only Christianity. The Jewish gen-
ealogical records were destroyed, the temple was destroyed, the ceremonies
were destroyed, etc. - Mosalcal Judaism was destroyed in order that Christ-
ianity might grow, prosper and survive. Thus, when God came in judgement
on Jerusalem He did two things: :

1) He gave an opportunity for some honest Jews to see that Jesus was indeed
the Christ, and
2) He proved Lo the world which was the rcligion of His choice.

~— 6. The &nd of Miracles in the day of the siege, 13:2-6. The destruction of Jerusa-

"1lem would be the miraculous grand finald. It would be the final miracle to

prove that Jesus was the Messiah. There would no longer be any prophets in

the land nor would there be any more demons. Both would be removed.

a. Thus, if one wanted to ascribe an approximate date for the ceasation of
miracles 1t would be around 70 A.D. And, if you.notice, the closer the
New Testament writers get Lo 70 A.D. the greater the encouragement is given
to study.

3 7. The Redemption of Mankind that baought on the necessity of the siege, 13:7-9.

_a. Verse 7 stands as a tremendous monument for our hope of salvation. Verse
7 should be studied along with Isaiah 53.
b. Verse 8 - only a third part (minority) are left who confess the Lord.
c. Verse 9 - this small group of saints are then challenged to pass the test
of persecutions and trials and to call upon the name of the Lord. He will
hear and He will answer.

THE FINAL CHAPTER: JUDGEMENT!

A,

The Factors of Judpement,. vs.1-6. Chapter 14 discusses at length the Roman des-

truction of Jerusalem. "Behodd, a day <3 coning.” This is not the end of the

world but the end of the Jewish world (12:11). Whal will happen when the day
comes? See verse 2. That's not the end of the world.

1. Someone says, Wik, they can't do .that. The Jews are the H#is people. He has
a covenant Lo paotect them...” Remember 11:10? God broke that covenant of pro-
tection when they crucified His Shepherd.

a. Notice the end of verse 2. A remnant will be spared.

2. Now verse 4. Yes, this is His personal coming but it is His personal coming in
judgement! Sec alse Matt. 24:30,34. The instrument our Lord used in judging
Jerusalem was the Roman army. And what will happen when the Lord comes in
judgement on Mt. Olives? Verse 4b.

a. What are Christians commanded to do when the mountain splits? FLEE! (This
wouldn't do much good il it were the end of the world...)

b. In Matt. 24 Jesus gives the sign as to when the Christians should escape
Jerusalem. In verse 4-14 ile tells what the sign is not, Then in verse 15-
16 He tells what the sign is. And what is the "abomination of desgodation?”
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f.

See Luke 21:20. THAT IS THE SIGN! Jesus said, "When Jewsalem Ls sun-

rounded by cunies, you flee!”

Now how could they do that? Jerusalem was a walled city. With enemies out-
side the city the gates would surely be closed. History pives us the answer.,
The historian Joscphus gives an account of the years 67-70 A.D. and tells

* of a Roman general named Cestius who marched against Jerusalem. He had it

surrounded and was about to take the city... and then he did what no other

Roman general ever did in recorded history - he turned around and went home!

(See verse 3).

1) -‘When that happened thc Jewish Zealots threw open ‘the pates of the city
and puruucd the Roman: overlaking them and lilling them.  THAT WAS TIE
SIGNI The valley had now becn opencd and the saints were now to flee!

when Rome received the news of the Jerusalem massacre the Emperor sent Gen-

erals Titus and Vespasian to totally destroy the city. Now none would es-
cape. Sec 5b. 1f was the worst slaughter in the history of the world.

Over 1,100,000 were killed and over 97,000 captured.

Verse 6 describes the darkest day in the Jewish economy. See Matt.24:29.

B. The Results of Judgement, Qs.?—ls. How couuld there be darkness and light at the

same time? It would be darkness for physical Jerusalem for it was destroyed. It

would be light for spiritual Jerusalem for 1t was saved.

1. One writer has given three reasons for the quick spread of Christianity: (1) the
persecution in Acts 8, (2) the conversion of Saul of Tarsus, and (3) the des-
truction of Jerusalem. Why? Read verse 8.

5. Here in verse 9 is onc of the purposcs for the destruction - to prove the divine
claim of Jesus.

C. The Conclusion of Judoement, vs.16-21. Verse 16 spcaks of the Gentile entrance into

The ohurch. The Feast ol Booths was a feast of thanksgiving. Now both Jew and
Gentile could rejoice together. And what of those who refused to worship the King?
Spiritual draught! Verse 17.

1. Finally, verse 20-21 speak of the holy nature of the Lord's.Kingdom.

Conclusion

1. And why so much time and space for a book like Zechariah? Well... because it's one of
my favorites (and I'm the writer) and because so few people actually understand and
appreciate this great little book. I hope that from now on you will.
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Introduction

1.

2.

Zechariah
JAMES SIEADOW'S

Zechariah began to prophesy two months after Haggai began (Zech. 1:1; cf. Hag.
1:1) and continued his work for two years.

a. In November, 520 B.C., he issued a call to Israel to repent (1:1-6).
b. In February, 519 B.C., he encountered certain night visions (1:7-6:8).

c. In December, 518 B.C., he offered responses to certain questions about fastings
(Chapters 7-8).

His name means He whom Jehovah Remembers. It was a popular name since about

;19 £7-30 men wore-that-name.in the.Old-Testament.

3.

10.

He was one of the priests that returned to Palestine under Zerubbabel (Neh.
12:16).

His work preceded Malachi’s work by about 80 years (His-520 B.C., Malachi-440.

B.C.).

Haggai had stirred the people to resume rebuilding the temple, but their zeal had
slackened. Zechariah urged them to complete the great work.

Zechariah was evidently younger than Haggai and his work continued a year or two
beyond the older prophet.

Haggai rebuked and admonished; Zechariah encouraged and looked to brighter days.

Zechariah contains many visions and a great deal of apocalyptic (imminent disaster,
pertaining to last things symbolism) "the language of a persecuted and troubled
people.”

It is the longest and most difficult of the Minor Prophets—in. fact the most.difficult

of the Old Testament.books. to.interpret.-.."Hameg Haley wrote:.."When.this.is
recognized,. one should.approach-an-interpretation-of-it-with prayer-and-humility, )
acknowledging his_own.limitations-and- knewng;hat, he. cannot. affor 0.be aé ZL W

dogmatlc" (Haley, p. 318)..
X (N I

Zecharlah dlffers from the other prophets in three points: ( f«/
a. "He gives emphasis to visions as a means.. OLCl!.\lAJlQ commuun{gﬂaﬁgqu It is true P57

that visions appear in the book of Amos, but not in proportion to those in
Zechariah.
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12.

13.

14.
15.
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b. Angelic mediation occupies an important place in his m ég& Ahgels are
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Apocalyptic symbolism_entering.into.the-visions is another outstanding
characteristic of this prophet’s.writings”.(Haley, p. 319).

He was identified as a priest by Nehemiah (Neh. 12:4)—able to hold two
offices—priest and prophet. He wanted the temple built immediately. Cf. Ezra 5:1
& 6:14.

a.  Zechariah was the son of Berechiah (Zech. 1:1).. "Jehovah Blesses."

There are approximately 71 quotations in the New Testament from the prophet.

a. 31 are located in Revelation.

b. 27 in the gospels, especially during our Lord’s last week.

¢. Next to Isaiah h _insﬂgéhf‘:%@;t_mveﬁsianic of OquestamentjirW Y o
5,;‘,,&' ' Szt L2 ; g BAL : Joa A

Tifere are at least 84 allusions of where Zec¢hariah attributed his message o
God—an average of six_per chapter.

First eight chapters written 520-518 B.C.

Resemblances to other Bible books:

a. 1:18-Dan. 7:7. 4 4. /WJ

b, 2:1- Amos 7:7. [leemblints o \
¢ 7:10f- Bxod. 22:21-22. (all T2 e ghlesimias
d. Surrounding Nations -- Amos 1 & 2.

. o ) ,
e. 1:17; 2:10 - Micah 7:17. Yloey 2/ ‘:,Q%Lw&lé%z/

f.  Spirit-filled witnesses (Zech. 4) - Rev. 11.

16. Entire prophesy concerns principally the day of the Christian Dispensation.

1. This is made certain by the appearance of such expressions as "the day of
Jehovah," "in that day," "in those days."

b. Such expressions appear 24 times.
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(1) Seven in chapter 12. (3,4 9 (itiney 90t

(2) Three in chapter 13. (1,24,
(3) Ten in chapter 14. (1, b7, 2 9,/7, 20, 5
Discussion

. Zechariah is_divided into four sections.

A. FEirst, there is a call to repentance (1:1-6). Remember God’s sore displeasure.

B. Second, there-is-a-series-of-night-visions.about the future of God's people and
his kingdom;

1. Riders among the myrtles (1:7-17). Vision of Comfort—Israel
downtrodden, under watchfulness and prayer.

2. The four horns and four smiths (1:18-21). Vision of Conquest—Israel
delivered, overthrowing her enemies.

3. The man with a measuring line (2:1-13). .Vision of Conditions—Israel
(Jerusalem) experiencing glorious prosperity.

4, Joshua’s trial (3:1-10). .Vision of Cleansing—The priest--Israel polluted,
cleansed, and restored to priestly service.

5. A golden lampstand and two olive trees (4:1-14). Vision of
Communication—Israel as God’s lightbearer to the world.

6. The flying scroll (5:1-4)._Vision of Condemnation—Israel as a moral
force in the world through the Word of God.

7. The woman in the ephah (5:5-11). Vision of Control—Israel and the
application of the Word of God.

8. The four chariots (6:1-8). Vision of Command—Israel’s agency at work.

9. The crowning of Joshua (6:9-15). .Vision of Consummation—Israel’s
symbolic crowning.

C. Third, a question about fasting is raised (7:1-8:23).

1. Chapter 7

a. 7:1-3 - The inquiry concerning observances
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b. 7:4-7 - The explanation pointing out omissions.
c. 7:8-14 - The Exhortation to obedience.
2. Chapter 8
a. 8:1-3 - The presence of the Lord.
b. 8:4-15 - The perpetuity of the Jews.
c. 8:16-17 - The precepts of the people.
d. 8:18-19 - The manner of acceptable worship.
e. 8:20-22 - The multitudes out of the nations.
f. 8:23 - The magnification of the Jews.
D. Fourth, the people of God are reassured.about the future,
1. The heathen nations will fall (9:1-7).
2. The Messiah will appear (9:8-11:17).
3. Salvation established in spiritual Israel, the church (12:1-14:21).

E. Clayton Winters gives a great summary of Zechariah in his book Ezra,
Nehemiah and Esther:

Zechariah’s first prophecy came just two months after
Haggai began to encourage the people to action on the
temple—the eighth month of the second year of Darius
(Zechariah 1:1)—in which he encouraged the righteous-
ness of the Holy People by reminding them that disobedi-
ence had brought them into captivity in the first place
(1:2-6). His second vision came in the same year, on the
twenty-fourth. day of the_eleventh month (1 :7). This
prophecy was more extensive, consisting of God’s promise
to restore and bless ]erusalem, and to take vengeance on
those who had scattered the captives (1:18-21); it served
as an incentive for the dispersed people to flee Babylonia
(2:1-12). Joshua the priest was then seen in the presence
of God’s angel with Satan standing by to accuse him. His
filthy clothing (sin) was taken away, and replaced by new
robes of righteousness (3:1-10). So despite the opposi-
tion of Satan, he stood as a golden lampstand before the
people. He had laid the foundation of the temple, and
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would see the work through (4:1-14). A flying scroll was
seen that represented the curse to be brought on anyone
who violated God’s pure covenant (reminiscent of the
curses spoken from Mount Ebal, Deuteronomy 27:9-26).
It would enter the house of the ungodly and destroy it
down to its foundations (5:1-4). lsrael’s sins would be
carried to Babylonia in a measuring-basket,.and.Joshua
would stand crowned, not only as.the high priest.of God,
but also as a symbol of the great High Priest and King to
come, Jesus Christ (5:5-11; 6:9-15). For nearly two
years the prophet’s voice was silent, but in the ninth
month_of the fourth year of f Darius, 817.B.C._(7:1),-he
engwed his challenge, Again he called to mind the
disobedient and rebellious spirit of their fathers—hearts
hardened as flint against the prophetic message (7:4-13).
But once more he promised prosperity and safety to the
righteous inhabitants of Jerusalem (8:1-23). Above and
beyond temporal blessings enjoyed in Jerusalem would be
the arrival of the King of kings and Lord of lords, the real
Branch. He would be pierced (12:10-14), and His flock
scattered (13:7-9), but He would nonetheless open a
foundation for sin in Jerusalem (13:1), and every bell and
pot would be inscribed HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD
(9:20,21). The prophet thus offered the greatest
incentive of all to the little band of persecuted and
discouraged Israelites: they would succeed in rebuilding
Jerusalem and the temple. But their real mission was.of
far greater import and significance: through them the

Messiah would be given to bless the whole world (Genesis
12:1-3; Galatians 3:15-29; Romans 9:1-5) (p. 24).

Chapter 1
A. First, there is the call to repentance (1:1-6). ), }9
: ,%W W @ t"f 4{2 W QO
1. Learn the lessons of past history. 4 e b 7 /
2. They had refused to heed and God had "scattered them with a whirlwind
(7:12).
3. "As surely as the warnings through the earlier prophets had come to pass,
so they should be certain that God expected them to heed what was said
to their own generation" (David Pharr, Spiritual Sword).
4. One of the greatest teachers we can have is the experience of history, but

the teacher has dull students. "Each generation must learn for itself."
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5. The call to repentance was needed because of their lost zeal. The church
still faces this problem today. What is the cure? (Rev. 2:1-5; 3:14-20).

6. The fathers and the prophets were gone, but God’s word lives on (Matt.
24:35; John 12:48; Rev. 20:11-12).

Vision Number 1

B. Second, there are the riders among. the myrtles (1:7-17). Vision.of Comfort.

Israel, downtrodden, under watchfulness and prayer.

1. There is a rider on a red horse followed by red, sorrel (sfa%ﬁ(led) and
white horses (1:7-8).

ya _— 2. These patrollers of the earth report that the earth is at rest, which seems
{/ bad news. "The shaking of the nations" (Hag. 2:6-7), which could
restore Jerusalem to glory, is not visible (1:9-11).

3. The angel assures the prophet that after 70 years (Cf. Jer. 25:11-12;
29:10) the Lord’s pity is stirred and Jerusalem l" be rebuilt, while the
heathes will be chastised (1:12-17).” ;ubﬁ Y. p- 7€)

Vision Number 2

C. Third, the four horns and the four smiths (carpenters) (1:18-21). Vision of
_Congquest. Israel delivered, overthrowing her enemies.

1. Horns are a symbol of power (Micah 4:13).

a. Daniel used "horns" to represent fullness of power (Dan. 7:7-8) and
of kings exerting power (Dan. 7:24).

b. Four is a complete world number:
(1) Four corners of the earth (Isa. 11:12).
(2) Four winds (Jer. 49:36: Dan. 11:4).
(3) Four sore judgments (Ezek. 14:21).
(4) Four beasts, which are four kings or kingdoms (Dan. 7:3).
2. They represent the powers that scattered Judah.

3. The smiths on the other hand are symbols of destruction of those powers.
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4. God clearly reveals that there js.no.longer-any-opposition.to.the.building
of the Lord’s.house.. "...teaching that Israel’s foes have finally through
war Wag destroyed themselves and that there is no longer any opposition to
the building of God’s house" (The 12 Minor Prophets, George L.
Robinson, p. 150).

IIl. Chapter 2

Vision Number 3

D. Fourth, the man with the measuring line (2:1-13). Vision of Conditions.
Israel (Jerusalem) experiencing glorious prosperity.

1. The Mormons say this young man was Joseph Smith and the angel was
Maroni who revealed to him the golden plates.

2. The young man is restrained because Jerusalem is to be a city without
walls (v. 4-5).

3. The Lord who is "a wall of fire about her (v. 5) and who will be glory in
her midst (v. 5) is to be her protection.

"/
o 4. "The exiles still in Babylon are called upon to flee (v. 6) to Zion. (
5. "This makes it clear that the vision is to assure the people that the
Jerusalem of Jehovah’s concern is not physical, but spiritual. It is not of

the present, but of the future from their point of vision" (Haley, p. 330).

6. Spiritual Jerusalem is probably in view here. Think of Paul’s glorious
description of the church in Ephesians.

7. God’s people called upon to rejoice due to God dwelling among them
(vv. 10-13).

a. Not restricted to present Jerusalem.

b. Many nations come (cf. Mt. 28:19-20).

c. "The 'holy land’ is not Palesti ut_God’s people. Wherever God
@%/J // 24 '- T and his people are there is the holy land..." for, Jr.,
)Y a ﬂ*

P Power Lectures, Minor Prophets, "Commentary on the Book of
;_qtﬁ{ﬁ/{, /EZMJ ’} Zechariah," p. 286).

oo £ /& [/f»
A }L 8. Human flesh is called upon to be silent before God (v. 13; cf. Hab.
2:20). ‘
3\

a. ltis a call for reverence in his presence.
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"The heathen nations would be judged, Jehovah would build and
inhabit the new Zion, and He would fulfill His promises concerning
Jerusalem. This is Jehovah’s answer to the Jews who could not see
beyond the immediate physical temple and city and to those
indifferent to His purposes" (Haley, p. 332).

Vision Number 4

E. Fifth, Joshua’s trial (3:1-10). Vision of Cleansing. Taking place on earth
p Ehe rlest--lsrael oIluEed cleansed and J;estored to splrltual servjce.
]os ua represents the whole prlesthood’a fr entnge nation. /9769
2. Satan is standing by to prevent Jehovah from accepting Joshua, and thus
accepting the whole nation because of sin (v. 3).

3. Satan felt confident in his accusation because the whole priesthood.had
been guilty:

2

C.
d

.
I———

Of making no distinction between the clean and unclean (Ezek.
22:26).

To a degree they had been responsible for the ignorance of the nation
(Hos. 4:6).

They had fed on the sins of the people (Hos. 4:8).

They had taught for hire (Mic. 3:11).

4. Joshua stood for "a brand plucked out of the fire"—the fire of trials
through which the nation had gone (v. 2). The angel is pictured as the
defender of God’s people, so in the N.T. Christ is our Advocate (1 John
2:1).

5. God forgave him and removed his "filthy garments" (v. 4).

a.

b.

They represent the sins by which the nation had become polluted.

Consider the condition in other years (Isa. 64:6).

6. Once more the priesthood stood before God as cleansed (vv. 6-7).

d.

The angel gives Joshua a solemn charge.

(1) He is to be righteous in his personal deportment.
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(2) He is to be faithful in his discharge of priestly duties.

b. The promised reward is three-fold; 3:7

1) He will be th and directo hoyse (the templ
M nr?vyvllmd:r coenrs%rfxrcunp) "Zgwr 24 S,i ,_.e eﬁ.;ﬁ‘fﬂ‘w
WFedi 7 Jedrsnd o fomasBhly, P g2

(2) He will keep the Lord’s temple free from all_idols, pollutions, etc.

(3)Jiuvm_enlucg§§~o] ovah on behalf of hi

mself and the 2
people. " gyferrs Hhe Wé%/ﬂ!? ’

7. This is the first introduction of the "Branch" by Zechariah (vv. 8-10).

MLAMJNLLLIO) and Jeremiah had introduced him (Jer.
23:5; 33:15).

b. Zec riah tions th inin é6:12-13.

(1) He would be a descendant of David and a servant of Jehovah.

(2) In him the priesthood and kingship through Zerubbabel would be
combined (Hag. 2:23).

c. The "stone" is the "kingdom of Jehovah' (Haley,.p..336); "the stone
refers to the Messiah and his kingdom in which there would be
spiritual completeness" (Taylor, Power Lectures, p. 287).

d. "seven eyes" it_picture God’s complete and.full
watchful care over his people. "He would bring forth a kingdom
(Dan. 2:44), which would endure forever (Dan. 7:14) in spite of all
opposition of all heathen powers (Dan. 7)" (Haley, p. 337).

e. Jﬂm.mmgheAnlqultmmat land.in_one day" portrays what
would be accomplished on THE day of atonement—the day of

Calvary and the assumption of his priestly functions.

f. In that day, when sin is removed, and the Messianic rule begins "shall
ye call every man his neighbor under the vine and under the fig tree" 7 7
(v. 10). This was a symbol of peace enjoyed in the midst of safety prE37
and security (1 Kgs. 4:24-25; Isa. 36:13; cf. Micah 4:4).

g. God gives all this assurance to his discouraged and faltering people.
h. "Then the fact is emphasized that the priests are types of the Messiah,

and by a symbolical action it is declared that God has a purpose
which he will accomplish; the one typified will be raised up" (Davis
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Dictionary of the Bible, p. 831).

V. Chapter 4

. 0? Vision Number 5
ﬁ}’qu{)/k?

F. Sixth, the golden lampstand and the two olive trees (4:1-14). Vision.af
Communication—Israel as God’s lightbearer to the world.

1. Evidently Zechariah had gone to sleep and was wakened and describes the
vision that he saw (vv. 1-2).

2. Zechariah knew what he saw, but did not know the meaning (vv. 3-5).

3. The angel’s explanation is a message of encouragement to Zerubbabel, the
temple builder (6-7).

a. He was facing great and mounting odds in building the temple.

b. He was assured that the job would be completed "not by might, nor
by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts" (v. 6).
9‘9 NS S SO, SR S
¢. The mountain before him probably sngnlﬁ/d all the obstacles placed
before him, but he was assured that they Wl" become like an
advantageous plan (v. 7).

4, Zerubbabel is also assured:
a. He shall bring forth the headstone (v. 7)—"not the cornerstone, for it

had already been laid, but the finishing stone, the last stone which
would complete the temple’s construction” (Haley, p. 340).

b. He was also assured that just.as.his hands.had "laid the foupdation of
this house; his hands shall also finish it" (v. 9). Z% /4, 9281?)

c. "But more, it would also be a pledge that the greater spiritual house
would be built according to divine promise and power;. for Zerubbabel

was made ’as a sigiet,’ chosen Hag. 2:23),.a symbol of
him who was to come" (Haley, p. 341).

5. They are also warned not to despise the day of small things (v. 10).

a. Their assessment of this temple was nothing compared to the former
(Cf. Ezra 3:12; Hag. 2:3).

b. But the day of rejoicing will come, the job will be finished, and God’s
approval will be on it.



MALACHI:

“Where is mine honour” (Malachi 1: 6-8) - Lessons from polluted offerings

l.

A.
B.
C.

William Howard

Introduction
Malachi - last book of the OT
Malachi referred to as a post-exilic prophet.
Background of Malachi’s message.
1. Polluted Offerings
a. Violation of specific commands in the Mosaic Law.
b. Deuteronomy 15:21
2. Specific reference to their sin.
a. Malachi 1:8
b. Is God not infinitely greater and worthy?
i. Jeremiah 10:6
3. Point of the original command in Deuteronomy 15:21?
a. Show that God deserves and accepts only the best.
b. Acknowledgment of His position as the Supreme Ruler and Creator.

. Jews suffered the consequences of their sins by not putting God first.

1. From the beginning, Moses had offered this warning - Deuteronomy 8:11.
2. How could they be so blind?
a. Be careful before we cast any stones.
b. Man, in general, is a forgetful creature.
3. God knows His creation and has provided continual reminders.
a. lIronically, found in these very sacrifices which they were now defiling.

b. Forgotten the point of the very thing God had given them to remind them
not to forget.

How do we make application to our own lives?
New Covenant no longer requires animal sacrifice.
1. Jesus is our eternal sacrifice.
2. A continual reminder so that we never forget; The Lord’s Supper.

. We too can forget the point of that which was given to remind us to remember.

1. Church in Corinth.
a. | Corinthians 11:20-22
b. Was Christ being honored by such actions? Was this a form of a polluted
offering?
c. Paul refocuses their minds on its true purpose. | Corinthians 11:27-29
2. What about us?
a. Do we forget to remember properly?
b. And, if so, where is God’s honor?

. Let’s widen the scope of this discussion of “polluted offerings.”

1. God is still above all.
Psalms 575

Psalms 1134
Psalms 135:5
Ephesians 4.6

apop

57



2. Deserved the best animal sacrifice available and deserves the best we have to
offer under the New Covenant.
D. Some verses that drive this point home:
1. Mark 12:30
a. First expressed in the OT. God’s expectation of man has not changed.
Deuteronomy 6:5.
b. “All” is a very important descriptor.
c. Heart, soul, mind and strength encompass all that we are.
i. Our physical nature.
ii. Ourintellect.
iii. Our emotion and affection.
iv. Our spirit. (that part of us made in the image of God)
d. God wants us to love Him with everything we are.
e. Anything less robs Him of the honor due Him and becomes a “polluted
offering.”
2. Colossians 3:23-24
a. Did your father ever tell you, “Whatever you put your hand to, give it your
best’?
b. Giving your best effort is the measure of a person who is honorable,
trustworthy and full of integrity.
¢. That's what this verse says. Give it your all.
d. Anything less becomes comparable to offering an animal that is blind or
lame, or has some other defect.

Il Some obvious and perhaps challenging areas of life.
A. Ourtime
1. There only 24 hours in a day.
a. Can’tdo everything.
b. Have to be able to prioritize.
2. Whatever is important to you, you will make time for.
a. You will find a way to fit it in.
b. Is God important enough to us that we are making time for Him every
day?
3. Jesus gave simple advice in Matthew 6:33.
a. What things would be added?
b. Look at the context. The physical things; food, clothing, shelter.
c. Put God first and He will ensure we have the physical things we need.
d. Time is perhaps our most precious commodity.
B. Our talents.
1. The church has many needs.
2. Are we bringing our talents to bear on the work?
a. Parable of the talents - Matthew 25:14-30
b. Jesus’ point - you must use what God has given you, physical
possessions or unique abilities.
¢. You must find what you are good at and then use it to His glory.
3. The real question; are we trying?
4. To give God our best means our talents are engaged in His work.
C. Our physical possessions.
1. Many sayings that are true and biblical:
a. “God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7
b. “We are just stewards or caretakers of the things He has blessed us
with.”
58



c. “We must give to God first off the top and not of what is left over.”
2. This is perhaps, one of our greatest tests of faith.
a. We live in a physical world requiring physical things
b. Really believe God is in control and will provide if we just serve Him
faithfully?
c. Giving of physical possessions demonstrates faith in God and not in
things.
3. No one can tell you how much to give to the Lord.
a. That’s something personal to each of us.
b. Does what you give reflect your love and faith in Him who has blessed
you so richly?
4. Failing to give or use our possessions in a way that puts God first robs Him of
His honor just as much as a defective sacrificial animal.

IV.  Conclusion
A. God deserves the best, period.
1. Whether an animal sacrifice, or your time, talent, or possessions.
2. Must be ever mindful and continually diligent that our lives represent an
acceptable offering and not a polluted sacrifice.
a. 2 Peter 1:10
b. What things? All that He has commanded and revealed to us in His holy
word.
3. Avoid having God ask you, “Where is mine honor?”
a. Live your life in such a way as to extend that honor.
b. Strive to give your best at whatever you put your hand.
4. And, on those occasions when we do stumble, thank God for the blood of Jesus
Christ that overcomes our shortcomings.

59
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b. We know nothing about Malachi except what is found in this book. “ / [ ZM{,g’;’.”,
¢. John Kachelman in his book, Studies in Malachi, suggests the following

characteristics of Malachi learned from his prophecy.

(1) First, he was willing to be used by God (1:1). ‘

(2) Second, he courageously confronted error in religious practice (1:6,14).

(3) Third, he exhibited sensitivity regarding departure from God’s commands
(1:12; 2:8; 3:9).

(4) Fourth, he boldly demanded repentance (4:1ff).

(5) Fifth, he had a vision of the coming Messiah (3:1-3) (page 5).

2. Historical background leading up to.Malachi..

s a0 o

Zerubbabel and the people return from Babylon (Ezra 3:1-4 - 536 B.C.).
Foundation of the temple started (Ezra 3 - 535 B.C.).

Work of Haggai and Zechariah started (520 B.C.).

Temple finished (Ezra 4:15 - 515 B.C.).

Ezra goes to Jerusalem with a letter from Artaxerxes (Ezra 7:8 - 458 B.C.).

In the 20th yeéar of Artaxerxes Nehemiah goes to Jerusalem to rebuild the walls
Neh. 2 - 444 B.C.).

3. Some facts revealed in Malachi.

a.

b.

Malachi contains 55 verses and God is mentioned in 53 of them. God is the all-
important subject.

Characteristics of God:

Love (1:2; 2:11).

Hate (1:3; 2:13,16).

Angry (1:4).

Wearied (2:17).

Has pleasure and displeasure (11:10,13; 3:4).
Threatens (2:3; 3:11).

Blesses (3:10-12).

Curses (2:2,9,12; 3:9).

PNV AN~

4. During the time of Nehemiah.and.Malachi similarconditions prevailed.

o0 T

The priesthood was polluted (Neh. 13:29; Mal. 2:8).

Their marriages involved them with paganism (Neh. 13:13-27; Mal. 2:10-16).
They were not paying the tithes (Neh. 13:10-12; Mal. 3:10).

Abuse of the poor (Neh. 5:1-5; Mal. 3:5).

Malachi’s work probably came just a little later than Nehemiah: - about 440 B.C. .
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5. A question asked some eight times in the book reveals the condition of the people —

"Wherein" or "How?"

a.  "Wherein has thou loved us?" (1 :2) - They doubted the genuineness of God’s
love.

b.  "Wherein have we despised thy name?" (1:6) — The name of the Lord despised
by the priest.

C. "Wherein have we polluted thee?" (1:7) — The sacrifices were polluted.

d. "Wherefore" (2:14) — Marriage rites were defiled.

e.  "Wherein have we wearied thee?" (2:17) — God’s justice doubted.

f.  "Wherein shall we return?" (3:7) — There was Perpetual departure from God.

g

h

"Wherein have we robbed thee" ( 3:8) — They were robbing God.
"Wherein have we spoken against thee?" (3:14) — Blasphemy.

in Malachi, p. 6).

MALACHI: The Necessity of Holiness
I. God’s Holiness REPROACHED by Israel (chapter 1).

A. 1:1 - Introduction to the prophecy of Malachi.
B. 1:2-5 - Israel’s rejection of God’s holiness.
C. 1:6-14- Unbelievable fruits of rejecting holiness.

. God’s HolinesS_BEERQMLQ Israel (chapter 2).
A. 2:1-9 - The priests rebuked. ?zﬂ%;z%—? W sz #

B. 2:10-16 - The nation rebuked. w/l»«fffmﬂ Mfmj)/” ey
C. 2:17 - The tragic results summarized. ?4,& R s e

o N;{«ngz{z,; 4
lll. God’s Holiness RESTORED in Israel (chapter 3:1-7). / g

A. 3:1-3 - The restored holiness assured.
B. 3:4-5- The restored holiness brings blessings.
C. 3:6-7 - The restored holiness magnifies God.

IV. God’s Holiness RESILIENT to error (chapter 3:8-4:6)

. 3:8-12 - Errorin worship will not prevail,
3:13-15 - Error in life will not prevail.

3:16-18 - Faithful allegiance distinguishes,

4:1-3 - Allegiance to error is damning.

4:4-6 - Conclusion - "Remember God’s holiness!"

moNnw=x»
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7. Outline of Malachi as given by Franklin Camp.

Malachi 1:1-5 - God’s love for the nation—undeniable.
Unacceptable Sacrifices - 1:6-14.

Malachi 2:1-9 - Unkept obligations - Priests.

Malachi 2:10-16 - Untrue husbands - divorces.

Malachi 2:17-3:1-6 - Unexpected judgment.

Malachi 3:7-12 - Unmeasured blessings.

Malachi 3:13-4:3 - Unwarranted assertions - they denied there was justice.
Malachi 4:4-6 - Unforgettable farewell.

1) Admonition - v. 4 -_"Remember,"

2) Promise - v. 5 - "I will send."

3) Warning - v. 6 - "Lest | come and smite_the earth with a curse,"

S a0 o

Discussion: The following outline is taken from James Meadows’ book, A Study of the
Minor Prophets, pp. 51-52).

/ I. God Really Loves Israel (Malachi 1:1-5).

A. In view of all that was happening some questioned that God loved Israel.

B. God points out his love by saying "I loved Jacob, and yet | hated Esau." The
expression "hate" here means "loved less." (Cf. Gen. 29:31 ; Deut. 21:15).
. Judah was punished, but restored after 70 years (Jer. 29).
. Edom (Esau) was destroyed forever.
. Jacob stands for Israel (came from Jacob).
. Esau stands for Edom (came from Esau).
. The passage is not talking about individuals, but the two nations at this
particular time. Note the context:
a. God had returned Israel from captivity and they had rebuilt the temple.
Proof that God loved Israel.
b. Had the Edomites returned? No! Proof that God hated them and their
wickedness (Jer. 49:7ff; 25:9,21).
(1)  Cyrus had allowed the Israelites to return and rebuild.
(2)  But the Edomites had not returned, furthermore God had said if
they try to rebuild I'll see that they are not successful (v. 4).
6. God hated the nation and the way they lived.
a. Consider Genesis 12:3.
| b. Consider Genesis 25:22.
) C. Refused to let Israel pass through their land (Num. 20:14ff).
d. Consider Psalms 137:1-7.
e. Consider Revelation 2:6.
7. Thus God gives proof that he had loved them. _Every false doctrine grows

out of a false conception of God. That shows all the way through the book

~of Malachi ————
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Il. Ungodly priest rebuked (Malachi 1:6 - 2:9).

A. Jehovah dishonored, and they are so depraved that they inquire, "Wherein?"
(Malachi 1:6).

B. Offer polluted bread—that is, contrary to law. Leviticus 1 and 22 forbids
certain types of offerings. "Bread" includes all types of offerings. This refers to
the sacrifices (Lev. 21:6; Ezek. 44:7).

C. They said "table of Jehovah is contemptible” (Malachi 1:7). No respect for.

D. A challenge to offer to their Persian Pasha their blind and crippled animals.
They were offering to God, the | Am that | Am, a gift so contemptible that they
should have been executed for contempt if offered to Pasha (Malachi 1:8).

E. God had rather have doors of temple closed than to have such worship (Malachi
1:10). This is nothing but "temple trampling” (Isa. 1:12). Do we have such
worship today? Do we use our income for our own pleasures and then give God
the scraps and leftovers like we do the dogs and cats?

F. Promise of glorious future when Gentiles will worship acceptably to God
(Malachi 1:11) (Cf. Jon. 4:24). Rev. 5:8 - Incense - Heb. 13:15-16 - Pure
offering.

G. Hirelings expose their true attitudes: Not satisfied with what they get, and
complain of the work involved in offering sacrifices (Malachi 1:12-13).

H. Man condemned who could do better in his sacrifice (Malachi 1:14; Cf. 2 Cor.
8:12). "This oracle of Malachi will never go out of date as long as the world
“has people who feel that though nothing is too-good for our.homes, just
_anything will do for the Lord" (Lewis). .

I This is a special oracle for priests.
1. Their blessings to be cursed (Malachi 2:2).
2. They refused to lay it to heart.

J. Contrast between Levi and his descendants as regards covenant.

1. Levi:
My covenant with HIM, i.e., guarded as precious thing (Malachi 2:5).
Of life and peace.
He feared - reverenced - the Lord. Contrast with verse & of Chapter 1.
Law of truth in his mouth - Knew Lord’s will. Function. Hag. 2:11.
Unrighteousness not in his lips - that is no crookedness.
Walked with the Lord (Amos 3:3).
Turned many away from iniquity. This is great work (Malachi 2:7).

RO a0 T
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2. The Present Priests:
a. But YE are turned aside - do not do work that you should do.
b. Cause others to stumble.
¢. In so doing have corrupted covenant of Levi.

K. All such religious leaders to be despised (Malachi 2:9).
God hates divorce or putting away (Malachi 2:10-16).

A. The men of Judah were dealing treacherously with the wives of their youth.
V. 15 - "not one has done so who had a residue of the spirit" (ASV).

B. "In a world where at least one marriage in three marriages ends in divorce and
where the mixed marriage is common in which the effect upon the children is
largely ignored, we would do well to listen to Malachi" (Lewis).

C. Divorce—Is it intrinsically wrong?
1. Legally there is such a thing as divorce from bed and board_(William
~ Woodson).
a. Few years ago there was a man in Jackson that was extremely mean to his
family.
b. She finally kicked him out and told him, "I don’t want to get married
again," and if you straighten up you can come back.
¢. The elders agreed with her decision.
2. | Corinthians 7:11-12;

"depart" — Greek word charizo.

"Asunder"

"Unmarried" —Greek word agamos.

"Married" — Mt. 19:9 — gameo.

. The person here is unmarried—thus divorced.

3. God hated it under the circumstances. What were the circumstances?

a. "Dealt treacherously," 2:11a,14,15,16.

b. "Profaned the holiness of the Lord" (11b).

C. "Hypocritical in their offerings," 2:12-13.

d. Covereth violence with his garment, 2:16.

e. In the midst of all this they were putting away the wives of their youth.

4. In Matthew 19:9 the Lord condones divorce and remarriage where
fornication has been committed. If divorce is intrinsically wrong (essential,
innate, inherent, inborn, ingrained) then the Lord was condoning that which
was intrinsically wrong even for one who had the right to marry again.

5. There is a difference in something that may be circumstantially permissible
(due to the circumstances under which something occurs) but not intrinsically
evil.

a. Heb. 6:4—Impossible to save. Under the circumstances.
b. This was true because the one talked about was crucifying the Son of God

Pao0 T
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- afresh and putting him to open shame.
C.

But were there circumstances under which one might be restored?

IV. Some of the specific sins of Judah are seen (Malachi 2:17 - 3:18).

A-A spirit-of skepticism about serving God (Malachi 2:17 - 3:6),
1. God answers their question about "Where is the God of judgment?" (2:17).

a.
b.

He tells them that he will come himself (3:1).

But he will send his messenger before him to prepare his way (3:1).

(1) This prophecy is based upon Isaiah 40:3-5.

(2) This messenger is the Elijah of 4:5.

(3) The messenger is John the Baptist (Matt. 3:3; Mk. 1:3; Lk. 3:4; Jn.
1:23; Matt. 11:7-15; 17:10-13).

Three palpable and incontrovertible proofs of Christ’s divinity.

(1) "First, he is identified with Jehovah: ’he shall prepare the way before
ME.’— saith Jehovah."”

(2) Secondly, He is represented as the Proprietor of the temple.

(3) Thirdly, He is characterized as ... The Sovereign, a title nowhere
given in this form to any except Jehovah" (Ebenezer Henderson, The
Twelve Minor Prophets, Baker Book House, 1980, p. 456).

. "He shall prepare the way before me."

(1) Referring to ancient custom of sending one on ahead to cut through
rocks and forests to make the way smooth.

(2) It means "to clear, clear away, put in order, prepare," which John
the Baptist did.

"And the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple."

(1) "Suddenly" does not mean immediately, but his coming would be
sudden, unannounced, and unexpected.

(2) The temple here refers to the spiritual temple, the church (Eph.
2:21).

"Even the messenger of the covenant."

(1) The messenger (angel) of the covenant is here identified as the
Messiah.

(2) God had promised that He, the Messiah, would be "for a covenant
of the people” — that is for a personal bond between Jehovah and
His people (Isa. 42:6; 49:8).

(3) Jesus is the mediator of the New Covenant, the covenant of peace
(Heb. 9:15; 13:20).

"Who ye delight in...."

(1) The one the pious Jews expect and desire.

(2) They "looked for the redemption in Jerusalem and waited for the
consolation of Israel" (Luke 2:25,38).

. He will come, not as they expected, but in a purifying judgment (v. 2).

(1) The unbelieving skeptics will not be able to stand—these are his own
people.
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(2) He will be "like the refiner’s fire"—as a smelter, purging the dross
from the silver (v. 2).

(3) He will be "like fuller’s sope" — one "who washes and thickens cloth,
who will cleanse with a strong lye soap" (Haley, p. 419).

(4) The "sons of Levi" are the first to feel the judgment of the Lord (v.
3).

(a) He will purge them as gold and silver — inwardly.

(b) "An offering in righteousness” — it will be offered sincerely.

(c) This refined priesthood is the spiritual priesthood under the new
covenant (1 Pet. 2:5,9).

— They are fruit of our lips (Heb. 13:15-16).
— Under these conditions the offering of the new nation would
be pleasant and acceptable "As in the days of old" (v. 4).

(5) Then he will come in judgment against all wicked people (v. 5). This
is his answer to those who charged that he was not a God of justice.
(a) God would judge these moral and ethical sins.

(b) The root of all their actions was clear — They did not fear
Jehovah. "When this respect for Jehovah is gone, there is no
restraining force against evil" (Haley, p. 420).

"For | am the Lord, I change not" (v. 6).

(1) Man can depend on this immutable principle in all ages.

(2) "Though the sentence passed against evil works (v. 5) be not
executed speedily, yet it will be executed for he is the Lord; he
changes not" (Matthew Henry, p. 1198).

(3) "His infinite love, which is basic to His immutable character, will
provide mercy that they be not completely consumed; but his eternal
hatred for sin will consume with the fire of His everlasting justice

those who are His adversaries (cf. Ps. 89:14ff; 97:2ff)" (Haley, p.
420).

B. Withholding of tithes that belonged to God (Malachi 3:7-12).
1. Israel had always turned from God and had failed to recognize that his
blessings were conditional (Lev. 26; Deut. 28) (v. 7).

a.
b.
C.

But God invites them to return and receive his blessings.

But they asked "Wherein shall we return?"

"They are so ignorant of themselves, and of the strictness, extent, and
spiritual nature, of the divine law, that they think they need no
repentance. They are firmly resolved to go on in sin" (Henry, p. 1198).

2. They were withholding the tithes that belonged to God.

a.

b.
c.

There were three tithes commanded (Lev. 27:30-33; Deut. 12:18;
14:28).

There were also the offerings (Deut. 18:4; Neh. 13:10-12).

Because of their refusal to acknowledge God’s claim (Deut. 10:14) they
had been cursed with a curse.

. Now they are invited to prove the Lord by bringing the tithes and having
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the windows of heaven opened. Cf, Deut. 28:1-2,12; 2 Cor. 9:10.

C. Stout words against God (Malachi 3:13-18). Cf. Jude 15.

1. "Stout" means "hard, harsh, violent."

2. They said it was vain to serve God (v. 14).

3. They said (v. 15);
a. The proud are happy.
b. The wicked are set up.
¢. They that tempt God are delivered.

4. But even in the midst of all this God still has his remnant (Cf. 1 Kgs. 19:18).
a. God has his book of remembrance (Ex. 32:32ff; Psa. 56:8; 69:28;

139:16; Ezek. 13:9; Dan. 7:10; 12:1; Phil. 4:3; Rev. 20:12).

b. God will always be mindful of those that serve him (vv. 17-18).

V. Close of the Old Testament (Malachi 4:1-6).

V1.

A. Punishment of the wicked (Malachi 4:1).
B. The sun of righteousness (Malachi 4:2,3).
C. The coming of Elijah (Malachi 4:4-6).

Some Great Lessons From Malachi.

A. All unacceptable worship to God.grows out of a wrong attitude,,

1. If one understands honor to one’s earthly father then honor God our Father
(v. 6).
2. First, notice how they were failing to honor God in worship (v. 7).
3. Second, they were desecrating the altar (v. 8).
a. They thought the altar was contemptible.
b. They were giving God the leftovers.
¢. What do I bring when | come to worship God?
d. If I just give God the leftovers, then he will not accept it.
(1) "But I don’t have time." Does God just have the leftover of my
time?
(2) "But I don’t want to give sacrificially.” Does God just have the
leftovers of my money?
(3) "But I don’t want to do anything - use my talents." Does God just
have the leftovers?
4. Attitude of indifference in service (v. 10).
a. Do we serve God because we expect to receive something from God or
because we love him and the value for which he stands (cf. Job 1:8-10;
13:10).

b. First Corinthians 11:23-33 shows that Paul didn’t serve God for what he
SEGoN D
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was getting out of it, but because he was God, v. 31.

c. This gets at the heart of why people quit the church. They don’t get
what they want and they quit.

5. Attitude toward that which we offer (v. 11; cf. Rom. 2:17-29).

6. Attitude toward the worship service (v. 13). What is my attitude toward
worship and God’s standard?

7. Cursed be the deceiver (v. 14).
a. God looks on the heart (1 Sam. 16:7).
b. We can’t hide anything from God.

. It is impossible to worship God without the following:

One cannot worship God without love.

One cannot worship God without reverence.

It is impossible to worship God without sacrifice - Mal. 1:6-8.

It is impossible to worship God with a wrong motive, Mal. 1:10.

It is impossible to worship God without instruction in the truth - Mal. 2:7.

It is impossible to worship God without obedience, 2:13-15 - Broken homes.
Cf. 1 Pet. 3:7.

What happened in the collapse of Israel’s worship? 3:14; 1:13.

N oSouhkubd=—
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Malachi

Introduction

Malachi

a. His name means "My messenger."

b. We know nothing about Malachi except what is found in this book.

¢. John Kachelman in his book, Studies in Malachi, suggests the following

characteristics of Malachi learned from his prophecy.

(1) First, he was willing to be used by God (1:1).

(2) Second, he courageously confronted error in religious practice (1:6,14).

(3) Third, he exhibited sensitivity regarding departure from God’s commands
(1:12; 2:8; 3:9).

(4) Fourth, he boldly demanded repentance (4:1ff).

(5) Fifth, he had a vision of the coming Messiah (3:1-3) (page 5).

Historical background leading up to Malachi.

Thoo O O T

Zerubbabel and the people return from Babylon (Ezra 3:1-4 - 536 B.C.).
Foundation of the temple started (Ezra 3 - 535 B.C.).

Work of Haggai and Zechariah started (520 B.C.).

Temple finished (Ezra 4:15 - 515 B.C.).

Ezra goes to Jerusalem with a letter from Artaxerxes (Ezra 7:8 - 458 B.C.).

In the 20th year of Artaxerxes Nehemiah goes to Jerusalem to rebuild the walls
(Neh. 2 - 444 B.C.).

During the time of Nehemiah and Malachi similar conditions prevailed.

a.

® a0 o

The priesthood was polluted (Neh. 13:29; Mal. 2:8).

Their marriages involved them with paganism (Neh. 13:13-27; Mal. 2:10-16).
They were not paying the tithes (Neh. 13:10-12; Mal. 3:10).

Abuse of the poor (Neh. 5:1-5; Mal. 3:5).

Malachi’s work probably came just a little later than Nehemiah - about 440 B.C.

A question asked some eight times in the book reveals the condition of the people —
"Wherein" or "How?"

d.

b.

DuQ e oo n

"Wherein has thou loved us?" (1:2) - They doubted the genuineness of God’s
love.

"Wherein have we despised thy name?” (1:6) — The name of the Lord despised
by the priest.
"Wherein have we polluted thee?" (1:7) — The sacrifices were polluted.
"Wherefore" (2:14) — Marriage rites were defiled.

"Wherein have we wearied thee?" (2:17) — God’s justice doubted.

"Wherein shall we retumn?" (3:7) — There was perpetual departure from God.
"Wherein have we robbed thee" (3:8) — They were robbing God.

"Wherein have we spoken against thee?" (3:14) — Blasphemy.

Malachi’s message examines how the holiness of God should impact human lives.
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Ungodly priest rebuked (Malachi 1:6 - 2:9).

A.

Jehovah dishonored, and they are so depraved that they inquire, "Wherein?"
(Malachi 1:6).

. Offer polluted bread—that is, contrary to law. Leviticus 1 and 22 forbids

certain types of offerings. "Bread" includes all types of offerings.

They said "table of Jehovah is contemptible" (Malachi 1:7). No respect for.

. A challenge to offer to their Persian Pasha their blind and crippled animals.

They were offering to God, the | Am that [ Am, a gift so contemptible that they
should have been executed for contempt if offered to Pasha (Malachi 1:8).

God had rather have doors of temple closed than to have such worship (Malachi
1:10). This is nothing but "temple trampling” (Isa. 1:12). Do we have such
worship today? Do we use our income for our own pleasures and then give God
the scraps and leftovers like we do the dogs and cats?

Promise of glorious future when Gentiles will worship acceptably to God
(Malachi 1:11) (Cf. Jon. 4:24).

. Hirelings expose their true attitudes: Not satisfied with what they get, and

complain of the work invoived in offering sacrifices (Malachi 1:12-13).

. Man condemned who could do better in his sacrifice (Malachi 1:14; Cf. 2 Cor.

8:12). "This oracle of Malachi will never go out of date as long as the world
has people who feel that though nothing is too good for our homes, just
anything will do for the Lord" (Lewis).

This is a special oracle for priests.
1. Their blessings to be cursed (Malachi 2:2).
2. They refused to lay it to heart.

Contrast between Levi and his descendants as regards covenant.
1. Levi:
My covenant with HIM, i.e., guarded as precious thing (Malachi 2:5).
Of life and peace.
He feared - reverenced - the Lord. Contrast with verse 6 of Chapter 1.
Law of truth in his mouth - Knew Lord’s will. Function. Hag. 2:11.
Unrighteousness not in his lips - that is no crookedness.
Walked with the Lord (Amos 3:3).
. Turned many away from iniquity. This is great work (Malachi 2:7).
2. The Present Priests:

a. But YE are turned aside - do not do work that you should do.

b. Cause others to stumble.

ga Mmoo a0 T m



WILL A MAN ROB GOD?

]ames Meadows

Introduction

1.

What if | should Introduce this class by saying: "This moming you came to church

from a stolen home, driving a stolen car, wearing stolen clothes, and adorned with
stolen Jewelry. The reason I say this Is because you pald for these things with money

NN WIIEEEfps YVAIWRA ABIWwRS

withheld from God. You took that which was rightfully His and spent lt on yourself "
a. s this too shocking and tactless?

b. But man can, have and will rob God.

When men keep for themselves that which rightfully belongs to the Lord they have

robbed God.

Malachi 3:8-10 was not written at a time of supra-abundance, but at a time when the

Jews were extremely poor.

a. The Jews had just returned from captvity and were rebuilding the walls.

b. But the unfavorable circumstances were no excuse of thelr neglect.

¢. The amount withheld, whether small or great, that is due the Lord is the robbery.
The Macedonians, In deep poverty, put to shame those In Corinth (2 Cor.
8:1,11).

s

I. HOW DO MEN ROJ_QQ)_'LQE_A_IZ
A. Some rob God by not giving at all.".
1. Some, like the Dead Sea, are dead trying to hitch-hike a ride to heaven.
2. Some are not giving because they are saying "It Is Corban.”
a. The Pharisees freed a man from obligation to parents if he sald "it is
Corban" - a gift to God (Mk. 7:9-12).
b. Some today feel free from giving to God because they are using ail to
support others.
c. Some say, "l don’t give because | don’t have much cash. | am
investing my money.” \
B. Some rob God by giving a portion but not in proportion to their ability.

1. God sald, "And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land,
or of the frult of the tree, Is the Lord’s; it Is holy unto the Lord™ (Lev.
27:30).

2. "Bring you all the tithes into the storehouse...” (Mal. 3:10).

a. The Jews robbed God by failing to bring "all the tithes" (“the whole
tithe™ - ASV) Into the storehouse.

b.. They robbed God, not because they were failing to give at all, but
because they were faillng to give the amount God required.

3. Today, we are to give as we have been prospered (1 Cor. 16:1,2).

a. [sfa man ought to give $10 and gives only $5, he has robbed God of
5.

b. If a man ought to give $20 and gives only $10, he has robbed God




3.

4.

c.  What did you do with that money you "skipped™ giving the Sunday
you were away?

" According to our prosperity” belongs to the Lord each week whether we
give It or not.

What about those people who are faithful to observe the Lord’s supper on
Sunday night, but do not give?

E. MEN ROB GOD WHEN THEY GIVE ON THE BASIS OF ONE INCOME

WHEN IN REALITY THEY HAVE TWO OR MORE.

1.
2.
F. M
1.
2.
3.

When both husband and wife work outside the home they cannot forget
they have two incomes.

Then there are unexpected Increases, bonuses, gifts, etc.

DB \'"J D WASTE
The insadable desire to keep up with friends and neighbors dralns off what
many owe God.
Some plunge themselves so deeply In debt that they have nothing left to
give God and then excuse It by saying, "I have not been prospered.”
Some of the members of the church could triple their giving and not be
deprived a single fuxury, much less necessity. What do you say?

II. WHY DO MEN ROB GOD?

A. Some rob God because of ingratitude.

1.

3.

God had loved Israel even before they were a naton and then when they

became a:nation, yet they could still ask "Wherein hast thou loved us?”

(Mal. 1:2).

The cruelest of all human traits Is Ingratitude.

a. Revenge is cruel because it retums evil for evil, but Ingratitude returns
evil for good.

b. Jesus asked "Where are the nine?" (Luke 17:17).

The Christian who fails to "communicate™ (give) mocks God and is sowing
to the flesh (Gal. 6:6-8).

B. Men rob God because they do not know how important [iberal giving is to the
upbuilding and salvation of thelr own souls as well as the advance of the truth.

1.

2.
3.

The Jews of Malachl’s day said "behold, what a weariness is it! and ye

have snuffed at it" (Mal. 1:12). How many do the same?

The tithe of the Old Testament was "holy" (Lev. 27:30).

How many today regard the contribution as sacred and holy?

a. Some partake of the Lord’s supper with tears.

b. But three minutes later are dry-eyed and sometimes angered when the
contribution plate Is passed.

Then some say "if the elders would do this or that I’d double my

contribution.” "What they say Is that they do not understand our

obligation to the elders of the local church, and our obligation to give as

we have been prospered each Lord’s day, are not subject to our own

whim and fancy™ (Layton).

a. We cannot go about establishing our own righteousness (Rom. 10:1-
3.
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The Problems of Malachi

William S. Cline

MALACHI--the last voice of prophecy before the silence
that was to last four hundred years. What does this final voice
of God say? What is his message? What were the problems that
he dealt with?

I will spend no time in answering the modern critics who tell
us that Malachi was not a real person. All of them, collectively,
have not produced one shred of evidence, and their arguments
are only as weighty as feathers. For a good synopsis of such
arguments and a brief, but good, introduction to the book, the
reader is referred to ELLICOTT'S COMMENTARY and the
PULPIT COMMENTARY.

It is almost universally admitted that the book occupies its
night place in the arrangement of the Old Testament scriptures.
Malachi was the last of the Old Testament prophets.

Malachi does not date his prophecy, but there are points
that leave little doubt that the work of Malachi is closely
associated with the work of Nehemiah. To better appreciate
and understand the prophecy of Malachi, one should first read
Nehemiah.

Perhaps some of the main dates and events which preceeded
the ministry of Malachi should be listed. They are:

536 B.C. At the decree of Cyrus, 50,000 returned to
Judea, under the leadership of Zerubbabel (Ezra 1-2).

534 B.C. The foundation of the new temple was daid
(Ezra 3), but the building was delayed.

520 B.C. The prophetical work of Haggai and Zechariah.
After sixteen years, the rebuilding of the temple was
resumed (Ezra 5 and Haggai).

516 B.C. The restoration was completed (Ezra 6:15).

457 B.C. The return of 1,800, plus wives, daughters, and
servants under the leadership of Ezra (Ezra 7).

445 B.C. Nehemiah went to Jerusalem by royal edict, as
governor, to rebuild the city (Neh. 2).
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430 B.C. Nehemiah returned to Jerusalem, after absence
on a visit to Artaxerxes (Neh. 13:6-7). Malachi prophesied
sometime after this.

I recognize the above dates are approximate, for no one
standing where we stand can speak with absolute certainty
regarding dates twenty-five centuries old, but these events are
important for they led up to the work of Malachi. There can be
little doubt that shortly after the time of Nehemiah, Malachi
rose to his important office. His writing bears a divine message
to the condition of things portrayed in the history of
Nehemiah. Three examples are offered for consideration.

First, in Nehemiah 13:29 we read, “Remember them, O my
God, because they have defiled the priesthood, and the
covenant of the priesthood, and of the Levites.” Now note the
words of Malachi 2:8, “But ye are departed out of the way; ye
have caused many to stumble at the law; ye have corrupted the
covenant of Levi saith the Lord of hosts.” Notice that the
complaint of Nehemiah in his closing years, and the pointed
charge of Malachi are identical.

Second, in Nehemiah 13:23-27, divine history records that
the people of God had entered into an unholy alliance with
idolaters by way of marriage. Malachi speaks of the identical
problem in his prophecy (Malachi 2:10-16). The problem and
evil of mixed marriages troubled both Nehemiah and Malachi.

Third, in Nehemiah 13:10 and Malachi 3:8 we see that both
prophets were concerned with the fact that the people had not
kept the law regarding giving.

These three, brief observations should be enough to
establish that Malachi’s prophecy was uttered in the time of
Nehemiah’s influence--perhaps not in the days of Nehemiah,
but not long thereafter. The conditions described in Malachi
suggest a deterioration beyond that which seemed to be extant
during the work of Nehemiah. The people had fallen into the
very abuses that Nehemiah set himself against, and Malachi
was raised up to bear the message of Jehovah to them.

The peculiar need of the period in which he spoke and wrote
was a distinct and direct message, and it was that distinct and
direct message from God that he came to pronounce. Perhaps
we need more than anything else today, that our preachers be
messengers of God, and that the people be spoken to from the
oracles of God, as did Malachi in the long ago.
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God, by his messenger Malachi, leveled several, serious
complaints against the formal and self-satisfied people.

These complaints showed the people to be in a horrible
condition. To each of the charges the people answered,
“Wherein” have we done thus and so, or “What do you mean?
We don’t see that we have done these things, so why should we
be subjected to these accusations?” This was the spirit of the
age. Mechanical, outward observance was in practice.
Religious life was formal, ritual, and ceremonial, yet the
people were willing to look into the very face of heaven and
argue their innocence.

Though the prophecy of Malachi is sternand condemning, it
begins and ends with the love of God. The book opens with, “I
have loved you, saith the Lord” and closes with the promise of
the coming of John to prepare the way for the Messiah.
Further proof of the love of God is found in the closing phrase,
“ .. lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.” God loved
them. He had warned them, and in the warning he had given
them hope. Change would bring the approval of God, but just
as sure as God exists, continual sin would bring punishment--
proof beyond question that he truly loved them.

Let us now turn our attention to problems of Malachi, and
as they unfold, note that many of the problems the church is
faced with today are no different from those which God’s final,
Old Testament messenger dealt with.

DESPISED THE NAME AND SERVICE OF JEHOVAH

of Jehovah--the ised them. In 1:6-7 we read:

~ ~ A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if then 1 be a
father, where is mine honour? and if 1 be a master, where is my fear?
saith the Lord of host unto you, O priest, that despise my name. And ye
say, wherein have we despised thy name? Ye offer polluted bread upon
mine altar; and ye say, Wherein have we polluted thee? In that ye say,
The table of the Lord is contemptible.

The people called God “Father,” yet gave him no honor.
They called him “Master,” but had no fear of him. They placed
polluted bread on his altar and said that the table of the Lord
was contemptible; and yet they boldly argued, “Wherein have
we despised thy name . . . Wherein have we polluted them?”
They clearly demonstrated their despite for the service and
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name of God by what they said and what they did.

They said, “Behold what a weariness itis! ... 7 (1:13). They
did not enjoy serving God. Their heart was not in their service.
Their attitude was one that is often seen today. For example,
how many attend the worship services on Sunday with the
attitude demonstrated in Malachi? They arrive at the meeting
house, take a seat, and fold their arms as if tosay, “O.K., I'm
here. Let’s sing, pray, preach--do whatever you please but keep
it short and sweet. Make me feel good, and by all means, get
this over with.” Such attitude problems are destructive to the
souls of men, and endanger the spirit and welfare of entire
congregations.

Great principles are often revealed in small things and In
unexpected ways. Members of the church say, “What a
weariness it is,” not in actual words, but they say 1t nonethe-
less. Multitudes say, “God is weariness,” by snuffing at his will.
They make light of “doing this” or “not doing that” and say of
some brethren, because of their strictness for obeying the will
of Christ, “They worship a paper pope.” And further, what has
happened to the faith of our fathers? Faith that led them to
worship in barns, while they sat on hard benches for hours as
they studied the Bible. Instead of that kind of love for worship,
we hear an ungodly cry for shorter sermons and more enter-
tainment. Such is proof of the attitude, “What a weariness it
is.” The same people will sit at a sports event for hours without
complaining. They will watch a movie, sometimes more than
once, and never object to the time, but they will quickly look at
their watch and become anxious and restless if the preacher
exceeds by a few minutes, what is recognized as his alloted
time.

This is a serious matter. When men tire of meditating upon
the things of God, the fault lies within. We need to continually
search our hearts to see if the things of God have become
merely a duty and a weariness to which we hold only for the
sake of appearances. ’

The people also showed their despite by what they did. They
brought polluted bread to the altar. One writer suggested that
if one could have examined the bread, he may have found it not
polluted at all in the normal usage of the word. These people
profaned the name of God. They degraded the sacred things of
God to the common level of mediocrity, and stated, “The table
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of the Lord is contemptible.” No polluted man can offer pure
bread upon God’s altar. God receives or rejects the gifts of man
in proportion as he has received or rejected the giver; therefore,
the “polluted bread” may have been a direct result of the
polluted worshippers. Such a consideration should make us
exceedingly careful how we give to God. Whatever our exact
understanding of the phrase may be, let us be careful to under-
stand that no man can remain in the grace of God while he
despises the service and name of Jehovah.

OFFERED INFERIOR SACRIFICE

,WM@@&WQH
_the same chapter-
And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice. is it not evil? and if ye offer the
lame and the sick, isitnotevil? offer it now unto thy governor: willhe be
pleased with thee, or accept thy person, saith the Lord of host (1:8).

Here is something that goes beyond profanity. These men
were actually offering the blind, the lame, and the sick for
sacrifice! The law of Moses specifically required that “the lamb
placed upon the altar should be without spot or blemish—the
finest of the flock.” But the people had lost what worship
meant. They had retained the finest of the flocks for them-
selves and had brought to the altar that which showed
contempt for the very God they claimed to worship. Mark the
sarcasm of the prophet’s words when he wrote, . .. offer it now
unto thy governor . .. " Through Malachi, God, with great
plainness of speech, asked the people if they would offer to
their governor, the man who ruled over them, the kind of offer-
ings they were laying on his altar. The answer was obvious and
should have laid like an anvil onevery man’s conscience. Their
conduct was unacceptable and they should have known it.

Why was the conduct so serions? For one thing, the offerings
placed upon the altar were valueless to the souls who placed
them there, and God always values the offering by what it costs
the individual who brings it, and never by its intrinsic worth.
Have we learned that lesson even today; a lesson which Jesus
emphasized when he sat and watched the people of his time
putting their offerings into the treasury? His measure of every
gift was determined by its cost to the soul who offered it. Rich
men gave of their abundance. He saw every gift and recognized
the value of each. Then along came 2 woman who was a



widow. She dropped into the treasury two mites. Jesus then
commented as to the value of the gifts. He said that she had
given “more than they all.” In other words, Jesus said, “Total
_all_the gifts given todas is widow’s two mites would
outweigh them all on the balance scale of God.” He measured
[ht?/gLﬂjs_(loﬂ_h_as,dOﬂeim&LLh&begi-nmng'of't*im'e—*—by"itscos1
to the giver. There was no self-denial in the giving of the rich
““men. They did not miss what they gave. It was nothing to them,
for they were rich, but to the widow, two mites was all of her
living. She sacrificed when she gave. Thiskind of giving reveals
the soul’s estimate of the God to whom the gift is given. Such
love and devotion was not present in the hearts of the men to
whom Malachi spoke. They knew nothing of sacrifice. They
were selfish, stingy men who considered sacrifice to God a
contemptible thing; therefore, they offered unto him the blind,
the lame, and the sick.

Man has always considered breaking into a church building
to steal among the worst of crimes. From time to time someone
actually steals from the collection baskets, and such conduct is
so gastly that it is spoken of in tones of outrage and disgust. But
lest we fail to notice, there is something worse, and that 1s going
into the church building and putting “something” into the
basket. Do not forget that. Sacrilege is centered in offering God
something which costs nothing, because such giving shows
that the giver thinks of God as nothing. Without doubt, there is
much sacrilege in giving and men should carefully examine
their offerings. Thankfully, there is also much sacrifice in
giving, for there are multiplied thousands who love the church
as much as they love life itself and they give accordingly.

May we never be guilty of offering to God that which we
would be ashamed to offer to our governor. Let us learn what it
means to give as Christ would have us to. The apostle Paul
plainly stated what our goal should be in giving to God:

1 beseech you therefore. brethren, by the mercies of God. that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy. acceptable unto God. which is your
reasonable service {Romans 12:1).

If you ask, “How could the brethren in Corinth give so
liberally, when they were so poor?”, the answer is found in the
fact that they first gave themselves (2 Cor. 8:2-5). And so it is
with all of us. We will give—not grudgingly or of necessity, but
freely in joy and happiness-—-when we first give ourselves to
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God. Until we make that decision, we will always have the
problem of offering to God inferior sacrifice.

CAUSED MANY TO STUMBLE AT THE LAW

Mm@mwwghis
commandm tis foryou.” The seventh vers “For the
priest’s lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the
law at his mouth: for he is the messenger-of the Lord of hosts.”
That is God’s concept of the priesthood. The prnest should
have the knowledge of the law. Not only should he know it, but
he should also keep it; walk in it; obey it; faithfully practice its
precepts. That is the ideal, but it is not the way things were
when Malachi prophesied.

Ezra had set an example that all priests and prophets should
have followed. Inspiration tells us:

For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the Lord, and do it,
and to teach in Israel statues and judgments (Ezra 7:10).

In proper order of importance, we are told that he learned,
lived, and taught the will of God. Every preacher, every Chris-
tian should follow Ezra’s example. But the priests to whom
Malachi spoke had not followed the law of God. Malachi said:

But ye are departed out of the way; ye have caused many to stumble at
the law; ye have corrupted the covenant of Levi, saith the Lord of hosts

(2:8).

Thus we learn that at the back of the corruptlon of the
people is the corruption of the priests, and the corruption of
the message to the people. The people had failed in their
concept of God and their service to him because the priests had
tampered with (“corrupted” is the word Malachi used) the very
covenant of God.

Note a statement in Nehemiah concerning the corruption of
the priesthood:

And one of the sons of Joiada, the son of Eliashib, the high priest, was
son-in-law to Sanballat the Horonite: therefore, | chased him from me.
Remember them, O my God, because they have defiled the priesthood,
and the covenant of the priesthood and of the Levites (Neh. 13:28-29).

Here we have an example of the very thing that Malachi was
concerned with. The priests caused people to stumble at the
law by what they did. They did not “practice what they
preached.” They said one thing but by their conduct they led
the people to do another. Not only did they corrupt people by
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their example, they also caused men to stumble by what they
said. By their speech, they corrupted the word of God. They
should have been guarding the articles of the covenant, but
instead they were breaking, tampering with, and corrupting it.

The church is continually faced with such problems. One of
the reasons Austin McGary began the Firm Foundation one
hundred years ago was to wage war againsta major problemin
the church which he referred to as “shaking in the Baptist.”
That battle was not the first enjoined nor will it be the last. Asit
was in the days of Malachi, so it is today. Behind the
corruption of the people will be the corruption of the will of
God, led by corruption among the teachers of his word.

Regarding the qualifications and responsibilities of elders,
Paul wrote: ,

For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, especially
they of the circumcision; Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert
whole houses, teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre’s
sake (Titus 1:10-11).

A sad commentary on many elders in spiritual Israel is that
they do not possess the qualifications nor the will to fulfill their
responsibility in stopping the mouths of false teachers who
subvert the faith of God’s children. With great anticipation, we
look forward to the day when leaders of the church, yea when
Christians everywhere, will seek to correct, and if that fails,
oppose anyone who would cause men to stumble at the
covenant of Jesus Christ. ‘

SHOWED RESPECT OF PERSONS

W@muﬁdpﬁaplcwmwhﬁmrand-in

‘their _administration of God’s_coyenant they had shown

partiality. Through Malachi, God said:
Therefore have | also made you contemptible and base before all the
people, according as ye have not kept my ways, but have been partialin
the law. Have we not all one father? hath not one God created us? why
do we deal treacherously every man against his brother, by profaning
the covenant of our fathers? (2:9-10).

Such conduct is an outgrowth of an attitude that God
abhors, and should never be named among his children. This
Old Testament problem was also a problem in the New
Testament church. James wrote:

My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Chnst, the Lord of
glory, with respect of persons. For if there come unto your assembly a
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man with a gold ring, in goodly appare}, and there come in alsoa poor
man in vile raiment; and ye have respect 1o him that weareth the gay
clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place;and saytothe
poor, Stand thou here, or sit here under my footstool: Are ye not then
partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil thoughts? (James
2:1-4).
1 ‘ Wm@nuh%mkwéﬁepthe—fa&h&ef
; _evil. Men seem to be naturally prone-te-“respect-of persons™in
i ways that arc contrary to God’s will. Men often-hold-the faith
"of Jesus Christ with respect of racial background. Some have
gone so far as to argue that people of certain races do not
possess a soul. In various parts of America, people of different
national backgrounds are looked upon as half-rate human
‘ beings. When such attitudes exist among members of the
3 church, it must be a fire that burns continually in the nostrils of
: Almighty God.
: But racial prejudice the only form of respect of persons
we are plagued with, There is respect of persons withregard to
' social standing, economic status, educational attainments, etc.
Is it not easier for a man to be appointed an elder or deacon
who has social standing, money, and a good education than 1t
is for one who is an ordinary citizen, with little money, and a
poor education? There is nothing wrong with possessing each
of the above, and more, but it is a tragedy when these things are
of major concern when leaders of the church are selected. And
when prospects for conversion are discussed, who do we place
the most emphasis on? Are we not like those to whom James
wrote? Do we not court the rich, the influential, and the
successful and leave the rest to “what will be, will be”? Have we
forgotten the common man in our quest for converts? We must
always guard against showing respect of persons in the Lord’s
church. It is productive of no good and it runs contrary to
every aspect of Christianity.

AWID NOT OBEY GOD’S MARRIAGE LAW

o Q The altar of God had been covered with the tears of the
‘f /a/ divorced wives, and he would not receive the offerings placed
there by the priests who had dealt treacherously with the wives
of their youth (2:13-14). Malachi further said:

... yetis she thy companion, and the wife of thy covenant. And did not
he make one? . . . For the Lord, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth
putting away . . . (2:15-16).
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The priests, the ones who set the example before the people,
had putaway their wives and married foreign women. God was
calling them to account for their evil deeds. Surely we canlearn
a valuable lesson here. God’s marriage law is: one man for one
woman for life (Matt. 19:4-6). That does not seem to be hard to
understand, but the weakness of the flesh, emotional reason-
ing, false teachers, and other influences have resulted in
multiplied nillions disregarding this law. From the beginning,
God intended for man and woman to leave their parents and
become one flesh for life. He gave only one exception—
unfaithfulness to that union by one of the marriage partners.

We have reared a generation that has little respect for the
marriage bond. Today marriages are built on the standards of
society rather than the standard of God, and the divorce rate
that once was so alarming in the world, is now very alarming in
the church. We may blame many things for the problem, when
in reality, those of us who teach our young people--preachers,
teachers, and especially parents—are to be blamed for the poor
concept they have of marriage. We have not properly taught
our young people on the subject of marnage; therefore, their
conduct in marriage has not been in keeping with God’s word.
We have taught, with zeal, the exception to God’s marriage law
(Matthew 19:9), but have failed miserably in teaching the rule—
one husband for one wife for life. So, it is no wonder that many
marriages among members of the church end in divorce. (For a
thorough study of this subject see the chapter on God'’s
Marriage Law).

PRAISED AND SUPPORTED THOSE IN ERROR

Still in the second chapter we read:

Ye have wearied the Lord with your words, Yet ye say, Wherein have we
wearied him? When ye say, Every one that doeth evilis good in the sight
of the Lord, and he delighteth in them; or, Where is the God of
judgment? (2:17).

What did they mean by such statements? They were saying,
“Our God is a God of love; there is no judgment. The man you
say is evil, is really good and God surely delights in him.” Such
statements are beyond snuffing at the will of God—they are
treason in its worst form. They are a countenancing and an
excusing of sin. They are an attempt to gloss over evil and treat
it hightly, as if it is not important. When man begins to excuse
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sin, and says that 1t does not really matter to God, that there is
no judgment; evil has a holiday; every demon in hell rejoices;
and high treason has been committed.

This, also, is a peculiar sin of our day. There are many who
are tired of a strong Christianity and cannot stand to be told of
the judgment of God. They seek to lower the standard of the
government of God, and the moment a man in the church is
guilty of that, he1s guilty of treason against God. The idea that
a God of love passes lightly over sin is founded in a false
concept of what love is. The love of God is the sworn enemy of
sin, and if God ever excused sin, as we often do, it would prove
that he does not truly love man. God hates sin, and all sin not
covered by the blood of Christ will be brought into judgment.

There is no way in which a child of God can excuse, praise,
and support a man in sin and not sin in so doing. The New
Testament plainly warns against such conduct:

Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ,
hath not God. He that abidethin the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the
Father and the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not this
doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed:

For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds (2 John
9-11).

Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and
offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid
them. For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their
own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the
simple (Romans 16:17-18). ’

H any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even
the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is
according to godliness; . . . from such withdraw thyself (1 Tim. 6:3-5).

Also, Paul referred to false doctrine as “profane and vain
babblings” which “increase unto more ungodliness.” He
stressed that false teachers’ words “will eat as doth a canker”
(another word for canker is gangrene), and will “overthrow the
faith of some” (2 Tim. 2:16-18).

An entire volume could be written on the attitude we are to
have toward false teachers and false doctrine. For the present,
suffice it to say that we must love the souls of all men and
always do everything possible to correct those in error; at the
same time we should never, in any way, encourage those who
have departed from the truth. We must have a clear vision of
sin and understand that it is not to be excused. Praising the
person in error, using and encouraging the false teacher,
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excusing the one who does evil, and belittling the judgment of
God is sin. One of the needed lessons of Malachi’s time 1s a
much needed lesson in the church today.

ROBBED GOD

i In the third chapterandtheeighth-verse, we have-theseventh
“‘/ problem which Malachi dealt with:
7 Wob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have
we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse: for

(}fv( ye have robbed me, even this whole nation (3:8-9).

\ How had they robbed God? By not responding to the divine
claim he had on the people. They owed God more than the
tithe. That was the bare minimum, and there was more than
one tithe. They were carelessly giving to God what they
considered to be the minimum, legal amount, and in so doing
had failed to give as the covenant really demanded. There 1s
much more to giving than putting something into the treasury.

What about the giving in Christianity today? God has
nowhere taught the Christian to give a tithe. Some carefully,
give ten percent of their income, and for them that may be
correct. But, we are to give, not governed by a strict percentage
but by the love of Christ and the blessings of God. There is no
doubt that the church would have millions more if every
member gave ten percent of their income; likewise, there is no
doubt that many members of the church are robbing God by
only giving one tenth. God does not deal with Christians in
percentages of material things. Rather he makes his claim on
all. Everything is his. We are simply stewards of all that we
possess. How we give to God depends on our ability and our
love and appreciation for all that he has done for us.
Determine your giving upon these standards and not upon,
“How little can 1 give and still get by with it.”

Malachi taught the people a lesson that all Christians should
learn:

Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in
mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will
not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that
there shall not be room enough to receive it (3:10).

That same lesson is emphasized by Paul in 2 Corinthians
9:9-12. When men put God first in their lives, he will bless
them. I have a sermon from the restoration period that well
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expresses the thought. The pioneer preacher titled his lesson,
“YOU JUST CAN'T OUT GIVE GOD.” And that is the
summation of the matter. God said to the people that if they
would put him first and give as they should--that included
amount and attitude--he would bless them beyond anything
they ever dreamed of. God 1s truly a gracious God, but his
grace extends only to those who live in harmony with his will.

SPOKE AGAINST GOD

It 1s not uncommon for men who serve God to think-that
everything in life should run smoothly, and if problems arise,
blaming God is much in fashion. Thus we read:

Your words have been stout against me, saith the Lord. Yet ye say,
What have we spoken so much against thee? Ye have said, It is vainto
serve God: and what profitisit that we have kept his ordinance, and that
we have walked mournfuliy before the Lord of hosts? (3:13-14).

_This is the sin of blasphemy. Blasphemy means to_speak
Injuriously, to say something that will hurt the-one-against
whom the words have been spoken. Here the people were
saying things that would injure or hurt God and his cause upon
the earth, and theirs was the worst form of blasphemy. The
man who openly blasphemes, who, standing undex the sun;
looks toward the heavens and says, “I hate God and all thatis
holy and righteous,” is fa in his influence than
the man who says, “I love God” and then criticizes and

disobeys him. The w S sphemy

which we should be truly afraid of—is fi 1 onwho.
Serves God with zeal and enthusiasm, then when something

goes wrong in his life, he blames God forit. I have heard, “How

cou 0 i i >

been faithful for years, and for hi

i quit.” I have seen some like that qu1t serving God and go to
\w

etermity in such condition. This terrible attitude grows out of
the belief that if we faithfully serve God, he will see that we
have no problems. Of course, just the opposite is true. If we put
God first in our lives, we will suffer persecution, and in the
routine of daily living God has never promised that everything
would be smooth, good, and positive for his children. We live
in a world filled with evil, sickness, and problems. Tragedies
will occur. Sickness will come. Men will lose jobs. Fires,
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tornadoes, hurricanes, earthquakes, etc., will destroy property
and lives. Being a Christian and faithfully serving God 1s not
protection insurance against any of these calamities, nor any
other problems we encounter as citizens of this world. Faith-
fully serving God is the Christian’s anchor in the sea of tnals,
troubles, and turmoil, and he can know that no matter what
happens, he has something far better than this world--a home
which has foundations, whose builder and maker 1s God.
But the devil is never content to let the child of God rest. He
(the devil) operates on the premise that man serves God for
material reward, and by his methods he has caused multitudes
to forsake God when things go wrong. His method did not
work with Job and the example of that faithful patriarch
should always encourage us to remain faithful to God, no
matter what the circumstances. Job was a rich man and Satan
surmized that Job served God because God had been so good
to him. Satan said, “Doth Job fear God for nought?” In other
words, “Doesn’t Job receive much reward for his service?” You
recall the story. Job lost everything he had, but he still served
Jehovah. May his life be a lasting lesson to us. Let us never
blame God for the problems in our life. When things go wrong,
don’t blaspheme God by saying, “It is vain to serve God; and
what profit is it that we have kept his ordinance . .. .”

CONCLUSION

Earlier it was noted that the prophecy of Malachi, though

stern in its content, begins (1:2)-and-ends (4:5) with the love of
Gwmwmww%ﬂmmwf

_God’s love:

Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great
and dreadful day of the Lord: And he shall turn the heart of the fathers
to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come
and smite the earth with a curse (4:5-6).

After that phrase “with a curse” there is no-more praphetic
ytterance for four hundred years. I think it mterestmud
important that the last word 1n the Old Testament is the word
“curse”” Every period of Bible history had ended in failure. The
Garden of Eden, the time of the Judges, the Kings, the period
of the Prophets—all had their problems. Now God Tookstothe
people whom he had called and created for a special purpose—
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a people through whom the whole world might be blessed--and
says for them to turn to mm, “Lest I come and smite the earth
with a curse.”

God did not desire to send the curse. A phrase of hope is
found in that last sentence in Malachi——“Lest1come...” Hope
was not forever past. The curse had not been pronounced. It
had only been threatened. Jhese words are an appeal of love
and stress that the curse could be avoided if the people would.
turn from sin.

" The Jews undersiood the threat of those final words,*
smute the earth with a curse.” From that time they read the
sixth verse as the fifth and the fifth as the sixth. They did not
want their Bible to end with a threatened curse. Some early
editions of the Septuagint made a further change. They lifted
the fourth verse and made it the sixth, thusit read in this order-
verse five, six, and four. Evidently the early translators/
producers of the Septuagint did not want their Bible to end
with a curse either. Such reveals the way the Hebrew nation
understood this message. They understood the threatened
curse, but they also understood the message of hope. The final
word then, is a word of warning, a word of love and hope,
coupled with a declaration of the possibility of escape from the
threatened curse, and a statement of the condition of such
escape. It promised the coming of Elijah who would turn the
hearts of the people marking the condition by which the curse
could be avoided. They had turned from God, but they could
return and he would accept them. That was and is the gospel of
love.

The Ely Malachi was fulfilled in the pe ann_oi.lohnihe

Baptist. In Matthew 17:12, Jesus sai e
already . ..” In speakin ofJ 1d to Zacharias:

And he shall go before him in the spint and power of Elias, to turn the
hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom
of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord (Luke 1:17).
The similarity of language in Luke 1:17 and Malachi 4:5-6 is
striking and demonstrates divine explanation of prophecy.
Malachi’s message ended. He had dealt with numerous
problems (we have noted only a few of the major ones), told the
people of the love and sternness of God, and made the final
announcement that God was not abandoning the world, for
the day would come when another prophet would be sent.
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Between the time of Malachi and the coming of John, four
hundred years ran their course, but in the fullness of time God
sent his messenger and the way was prepared for Christ. And
so it is, that all who will turn to Christ and learn of him, and
obey him can return to the Father. They can bask in the
sunshine of the remission of their sins, and anxiously await
that day when all the faithful will be united with God for
evermore.



MALACHI 430 BC 8/26/2001

ARTAXERXEST [ 465424 BC | Ezra (458 BC) and Nehemiah (445 BC)

538 BC King Cyrus -- MEDO - PERSIAN EMPIRE

538 BC Zerubbabel (governor), Haggai (prophet), Zechariah (prophet) sent back to
Jerusalem to restore worship and rebuild the temple.

478 BC Queen Esther to King Ahasuerus (Xerxes) and Mordecai

458 BC Ezra [prophet, ruler, priest, and scribe] sent to Jerusalem to establish
worship.

445 BC Nehemiah [prophet, ruler, and cupbearer to Artaxerxes I] — rebuild walls.

430 BC Malachi [prophet] {last of 12 minor prop hets}

God refers of Judah as “this people” [Haggai 1:2] and “not my people” in Hosea.
Israel was in Egypt as slaves for 430 years and now Judah must wait another 430
years for the birth of the Messiah, Jesus Christ.

In Malachi’s day, 1. tithes were neglected, 2. divorce was common, 3.
intermarriage with foreign women was popular, 4. the priests were corrupt, lazy,
careless, and a complaining set of leaders.

BEAUTY (the covenant) had been broken and BANDS (ng,) had beex
shattered, and Judah was now hack i in Jerusalem as m as God’s slave and they would
“sit still” for God for 430 _years. No other prop"l;ets would vnsnt Judah.

i i —— [

‘gfter Malachi, the next prophet woulgl be Joh_n th,g Bap_gst [Eluah] who vg_ggld come
m g!g sgl_r-lt and pgv_ggr of Eh]ah ?

In 3:1 MALACHI said, “Behold, I send My messenger, and he will prepare the way
_before Me.” ([ his refers to John the Bapt1§_t,)

The question that the people were asking was: “If God loves us, why does He not
show jt?” MALACHI answers t._ha,t question.

Malachi uses a style similar to Paul in which an objection is repeated and then
answered: “yet ye say”, “but ye say”, “and ye say”. --- at least 10 times.



[1: ] Contempt For Temple Sacrifices

Judah (like Gomer, the wife of Hosea) has gone back home, no longer a trusted wife,
but as a slave, condemned to “sit still” for God 430 years until His purpose of
redemption is assured in the birth of the Messiah through her flesh.

“burden” of God’s Word for those who are 1. ashamed of it, 2. those who despise
it, and 3. those who love and keep it because of the obligations and duties imposed:
“For my yoke is pleasant and my load (burden) is light.” [Matt. 11:30]

Malachi shows that “God has loved” Judah (past tense) just as Hosea said, “Your
iniquity has never for a moment ceased ... therefore I hate you ... and I shall not
love you any more ... your nation is a rotten root and a branch ... I your God do

cast you away.” {Hosea 9; 15-16]

God destroyed the Edomites (descendants of Esau).

Amos confirmed that Edom’s wickedness was very great and should be destroyed.
The Herod’s of Christ’s time were descended from Esau’s Edomites (Idumaeans).

Ezra, Nehemiah, and Malachi all recognized the corrupt and reprobate priesthood
who despised God.

law,

To the priests Malachi seems to be saying: “Seeing that you have accepted and used
all these worthless sacrifices and offered them upon God’s alter, why don’t you now
pray for God’s favor? You really must have impressed God with the type of
offerings you placed on His alter.”

Verse 11 is a Messianic prophecy showing that Gentiles will be accepted into His
kingdom where a “pure” offering would be made in the blood of Jesus Christ that
takes away sin, and the Lord’s Supper honors that event every Sunday.

Verse 13, “snuffed at it” --- cows who do not like their feed will blow on it to show
the detestable nature of the feed, and other cows will not eat it.

The “curse of God” will rest on all who offer to God inferior and blemished service.

[2: ] Marriages with Heathen Neighbors

Malachi, Hosea, Amos, and Micah all showed judgments and punishment that were
soon to come upon Judah by the hand of God.



The Jewish priesthood was removed in AD 70.

God cancelled the Levitical covenant of the Jewish priesthood due to total violation
(thru the priests) of Levi.

Verse 5, “my covenant was with him” {past tense} NKJV

Verse 8, “you have departed from the way” NKJV ... “you have corrupted the
covenant of Levi.”

Israel’s priesthood had succeeded very little better than the pagans in the
communication of God’s will for man.

The covenant of Levi had been “corrupted”. Ruined, destroyed, or annulled.

God expected His covenant to be honored by the obedience of them that had
received it.

Judah had profaned herself as the sanctuary of God because of the bitter sin
between Jews and Arabs in hostile race relations,

God warned against mixed marriages and Ezra, Nehemiah, and Malachi all
terminated those foreign wives among Judah.

Verse 14 and 15, God’s wrath and displeasure is poured out against a man who
marries a beautiful young woman and then divorces (“deals treacherously”) to
marry another young woman.

God hates divorce (“putting away”). Verse 16

Where is the justice of God when we see the wicked prosper? David said, “It was
too painful for me, until I went into the sanctuary of God, and considered the latter
end.” ...[The Word of God teaches that there is a_judgment.of Almighty. God, upon
which occasion the wicked will be punished.]

[3:] Tithes and National Skepticism

e R

God will come suddenly, but before He comes.He will send. His messenger [John.the
Baptist] to prepare the way before Him. {Malachi 3:13},

John the Baptist would come in the spirit and the power of Elijah. He would call
the people to repentance and point the way to One greater than he. [“He will turn
many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, and he will walk before Him in
the spirit. and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the



disobedient to the wisdom of the upright, to make ready for the Lord a prepared
people.” Luke 1:16-17 |

{John the Baptist = Elijah

Jesus said, “But I assure you that Elijah has already come and they did to him
whatever they wished, as it is written concerning him.” [Mark 9: 13] King Herod had
John the Baptist beheaded.

When John the Baptist saw Jesus, he said, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away
the_sins of the world.” {John_1: 29}. ... he...is my superior, for He existed before
_me.” {John 1:30}

For atonement of sin, the blood of Christ is the one great sacrifice for all men.
Spiritual sacrifices to God are: 1. our faith, 2.. our love of God, 3. our words, 4.
our confession of Christ, 5. our baptism, 6. our praise, 7. our contributions, 8.
our songs, 9. our prayers, 10. our entire life as a Christian.

Verse 4, the “offering of Judah” is the spiritual sacrifices of the New Testament.

The unchangeableness of God meant that no matter what Israel did, God would
preserve a “remnant” of them until the Messiah came.

God’s eternal purpose of redemption could not and would not allow Him to destroy
Jacob..

Since the Day of Pentecost, God’s “chosen people” is the remnant of Jews.and
Gentiles who are baptized into Christ.

The tithe (10%) was to_be paid for support.of the worship.of God-because qen
ngeded to pav it,.

We are to give “freely” and “liberally”, “as God has prospered us” --- [if we fail, we

are robbing God.} N

CG_OdE,giILS..yzillwgyerﬂow. the capacity of His children to receive them. We will
receive 100-fold now and then pternallife,)

“everyone who listens to my words but does not do them is like a foolish man who built
his house upon the sand.” [Matthew 7: 26]

The $proud”, “arrogant”, “godless” Israclites were living like pagans.

[4:] The Coming Day of the Lord




“the day cometh” --- final Judgment Day {

“The devil (their deceiver) was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone (where also
were the beast and the false prophet). They will be tormented day and night forever
and ever.” ... Death and Hades were thrown into the fiery lake (this second death is
the lake of fire). If any one was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown
into the fiery lake.” [Revelation 19: 10 —15]

@n oflRighteousness = Dayspring = MessiaD

“through the tender mercies of our God, with which the Dayspring from on high will
visit us, to shine upon those sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide
our feet into the way of peace.” [Luke 1: 78-79]

The angel of the Lord {Gabriel} said to the priest Zacharias of John the Baptist:

S ey S LS

He will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, and he will walk
before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the upright, to make ready for the Lord
a prepared people.” [Luke 1: 16-17]  {Zacharias and Elizabeth = parents of John
the Baptist

“the day of the Lord”, “that day”, “the great and notable day”, “the greatand |
terrible day” all refer to the Final Judgment Day. 4

Artaxerxes I [465 — 424 BC] {sent Fzra (458 BC) and Nehemiah (445 BC) back to
Jerusalem to establish worship and rebuild the walls
--- completed in 445 BC.

OBADIAH 845 BC

JOEL 837 BC

JONAH 800 BC

AMOS 760 BC

HOSEA 750 BC

MICAH 740 -700 BC {king Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah}
NAHUM 650 BC

HAGGAI 520BC

MALACHI 430 BC {King Artaxerxes I [465 — 424 BC] MEDO-PERSIAN Empire.

James Burton Coffman, “Zechariah and Malachi”, 1989, Abilene Christian
University Press.




b. Malachi pruphcuies that when 'he Messiah comes He will purify and refine
His people in order that thcv be made righteous.

D. The Eternal Principie of Givina, 3:10. lere is the:
1. Call of God > "Briry he whode tithe..."
2. Challenge of God -~ "Tead o :
3. Paomise of God D "7 will! open the windows of heaven..."
4. Result, I AU neiions widd call you blessed. ..

a. The eternal principle of givin? Man givwes and God windows! See Psa. 37:25.
Is this just an 0ld Testamen! principle? See Matt. 6:33.

E. A Study on the Law, 4:1-5
1. The law defined? "alatutes and . :linances”
2.” The law began? "in Hoseb” (Sina.)
3. The law was for? "all Jsnael”
4. The law would e¢nd? vs.5 - John the Baptist in preparing the way for the Mussiah
also prepared the way for the end of the law of Moses. Sce John 1:17.

~Conclusion

1.

Thus, the 0ld Testament leaves us with a {'inal promise of the coming of the Messiah.
The very first promise and the very lagi in the 0ld Testament, concerns HIM. And,
yet, what a wealth of material lies in butween. From Genesis to Malachi the 0ld
Testament story is a story of a coming Suvior - Jesus Christ our Lord.

And, so, the prophecy of Malachi brings Jdown the curtain on the Old Testament with a
final reminder that sin must be dealt with., When the New Testament opens the scencu
will be set for the Onc who alone can curu man's sin.

One final thought - God takes care of Iii: own. Read 3:16-18. Are YOU serving God"
-

T



THE MINOR PROFHETS ~ MALACHI

- 4L 5
Lesson Thirteen

INTRODUCTION:

1. Malachi means "My Messenger,'

2. The
etc.
a.

b.

Ci
3. The

a.

problems of careless priests, skepticism, intermarriage, withholding of tithes,
‘show the conditions at the time Malachi prophesied.

Read Nehemiah as a background as Malachi and Nehemiah were active at the same

tinme.

Read the book of Malachi,

The time was possibly between 456 B.C. and 425 R.C.

style of the book is the dislectic method.

An affirmation is made.

L. Anm interrogative objcction which might be offered.

c. Then a refutation of the objection.

1. There are seven such forms in the book. 1:2, 3, 6, 73 2:10-16, 17; 3:7, 8, 13-16.
DISCUSSION:
I. GOD REALLY LOVES ISRAEL. 1:1-5,

A. In view of all that was happening some questioned that God loved Israel.

B. God points out his love by saying "I loved Jacob, and yet I hated Esau." The

expression "hate" here means "loved less.” (cf. Gen. 29:31; Deut. 21:153).
1. Judah was punished, but restored after 70 years. Jer. 29.
2. Edom (Esau) was destroyed forever.

I1. UNGODLY PRIEST REBUKED. 1:6-2:9.

(Pill Rogers gives this outline of this portion).

A
B.

K.

Jehovah dishonored, and they are so depraved that they inquire, "Wherein?" (v. 6).
Offer polluted bread--that is, contrary to law. Lev. 1 and 22 forbids certain
types of offerings. “"Bread" includes all types of offerings.
They said "table of Jehovah in contemptible.” (v. 7) No respect for.
A challenge to offer to their Persian Pasha their blind and crippled aniwmals. They
were offering to GOD, The I Am That I Am, a gift so contemptible that they should
have been executed for contempt if offered to Pagha. (v. 8)
God had rather have doors of temple closed than to have such worship (v. 10). This
is nothing but "temple trampling." (Isa. 1:12). Dc we have such worship today?
Do we use our income for our own pleasures and then give God the scraps and left-
overs like we dc the dogs and cats?
Promise of glorious future when Gentiles will worship acceptably to God. (v 1
cf. Jno. 4:24).
Hirelings expose their true attitudes: Not satisfied with what they get, and
complain of the work involved in offering sacrifices. v. 12-13.
Man condemned who could do better in his sacrifice. v. léjcf. 2 Cor. 8:1Z.
"This oracle of Malachi will never go out of date as long as the world has people
who feel that though nothing is tco good for our homes, jsut anything will do for
the Lord." (Lewis).
This is a special oracle for priests.
1. Their blessings to be cursed. (v. 2:2).
2. They refused to lay it to heart.
Contrast botween Levi and his descendants as regards covenant.
1. Levi:

a. My covenant with HIM, i.e., guarded as precious thing. (v. 5).

b. Of iife and peace.

c. He feared -~ reverenced - the Lord. Contrast with v. 6 of Chapter 1.

d. Law of truth in his mouth - Knew Lord's will. Function. Hag. 2:11.

e, Unrighteousness not in his lips - that is no crookedness.

f. Walked with the Lord. (Amos 3:3).

g. Turned many away from iniquity. This is great work. (v. 7).
2. The PRESENT PRIESTS:

a. But YE are turned aside-do not do work should do (v. 8).

b. Cause others to stumble.

c. In so doing have corrupted covenant of Levi.
411 such religious leaders to be despised. (v. 9).
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III. GOD HATES DIVORCE OR PUTTING AWAY. 2:10-16,
A. The men of Judah werc dealing treacherously with the wives of their youth.
B. "In a world where at least one marriage ir three marriages ends in divorce and
where the mixed marriage is common in which the effect upon the children is
largely ignored, we would do well to listen to Malachi.” (Lewis).
IV. SOME OF THE SPECIFIC SINS OF JUDAH ARE SEEN. 2:17-3:18.
A. A spirit of skepticism about serving God. 2:17-3:6.
B, Withholding of tithes that belonged to God. 3:7-12.
C. Stout words against God. 2:13-18.
V. CLOSE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT.
A. Punishment of the wicked.
B. The sun of righteousness.
C. The coming of Elijah.

QUESTIONS ON LESSOM 13

TRUE OR FALSE

1. Edom was completely destrecyed.

2. The return of Judah proved God's love,

3. The people were giving to God what wouldn't dare cifer their governmor.
4. God wanted the temple doors shut.

5. The people were enjoying their service to God.

6. The people were doing the best they could.

7. The priests were not respected by the people.

8. Levi had not kept God’s covenant.

9. The priest was pictured as the messenger of the Lord.
10. The messenger of Malachi 3:1 referred tc John the Daptist.

THOUGHT & DISCUSSION: QUESTIORS:

1. Why did God despise the worship of the people?

2. How had they profaned the Lord's name?

3, What indicates they were giving God the “left-overs'?

What are some ways in which

Christians can give God the "leftovers" today?

4. What does the expression "will not lay it to heart” mean?
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10,

11,

12,

How were some husbands dealing treacherously with the wives of their

What is God's attitude toward divorce?

How had they wearied the Lord?

When was the messenger to come?

What was he to do?

When would the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant again?

Who would God be a swift witness against?

How were they robbing God?

How can one rob God today?

What were soume syaing about serving God?

What is your attitude about it?

What did they that feared the Lord do?

What did the Lord de¢?

Who was the Elijah that was to come?

What would he do?
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The subiect assigned for this hour reads: "The Day

of the Lord” in 1 and 2 Thessalonians and Fhilemon. It 12 a

subject that demands attention because there 1s such a vast
amount. of misunderstanding. Errors also abound on every
hand about the Day Q+ the Laord.

This study proposes to look at (1) the Day of the
Lord in the 0ld Testament, (2) the Day of the Lord 1n the
Mew Testament, (3) the Day of the Lord in 1 and 2
Thescal onians and Fhilemon, (4) some errors being taught
abhout the Day of the lLord, and (5) what will occur when the
- Day of ihe Lord does come’?

Ue

THE DAY OF_THE CORD IN THE OLD TESTAMEN]
The “"Day of ﬁhé LOFﬁJ ig an Old Teatament_concepﬁ.
It ". . . was the day whEﬂ Yahweﬁ would. vindicate his
righteous cause and exetute impartial'judgment (cf. Amos

5:18; Jael 2:313 Mal. 435),.77

The expreﬁﬁion_Daythithe Lord~i5Af0und sixteen to
twenty—eight times7in the ﬁ%ophets{\erehdiﬁg oﬁithe way the
oceurrences are cupnted; Each Fon£ggt.ﬁust'q?termine the
meaning of the phrase. | | | |

The_Day of thertd;d caméjpn tHe pfogd and lofty jn
Judah.  "For the day ofiééé Lordimf %DS#E shall be upon
every one théi ié préud and'I%fty,ﬁand onn eyéry-one that

Lo Y

is lifted up: and he shall be brought low. {(Isa. 20127 of.



»

Tesa. 2211, 17, 209 The Day of the Lord here probably R A =
to the judgment of God at the Rabylonian captivity.

Rabylon felt the Day of the Lord. "Howl ye; for the
day of the Lord is at hand; it shall come as a destruction
from the Almighty . . . Behold, the day of the Lord cometh,
cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land

desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of
it" (lsa. 13:16-9, 1%, 17). The Day of the lLord came whien

the Medes overthrew the Rabylonians.

The Day of the Lord came on Egypt. "For this is the

day of the Lord God. of hosts, a day of vengeance, that he

~imay cavenge himself of his adversaries . . . (Jer. 46210, of.

Ezel, Z0:3).

The false prophets, and those in lsrael that

féllowed them, would not be able to stand in the Day of the

Lord. "Ye have not gone up into the gaps, nelither made up

- fﬁe hedge for the house of Israel in the battle in the day

of the Lord” (Ezek. 13:5). .
(Ibacdiah said: "For the day of the Lord is near upon
all the heathen: as thouw hast done, it shall be done unto
thee: thy reward shall return upon thine own wead; (Obad.
19) . Obadiah uwses the Day of the Lord, as do the prophets.
to designate a Jjudgment from God. Hailey wrote:
It may bhe the introduction of judgment or the judg-
ment itseldf. The "day of Jehovah" is a day in which
Jehovah manifests Himself in the overthrow of His

enemies. [t is a day of terror to the enemies of
God but a day of deliverance to the people of bod. =



;e _

"Here as elsewhere in the prophets, the Day of the Lord 1s a

“~

da9 within history after which history will continue."®
The Day of the Lord is the main theme in the book of
qul. There was to be devastation of Judah. The locust
scourge was a forerunner of the Day of the Lord., thus an
wgent call to repentance (Joel 1:14-15). It was to be a
day of darkness and gloom (Joel Z:1-2; cf. 2:11; Z:i4).
Dften the prophets simply referred to "that day" (Isaiah
21203 2:18; 4:2y 5:X03 28:5; Amos 2:16: 8:9; Hos. 2:18, Ei).
Most of the ococurrences of the "Day of the Lord"” in
the 0ld Testament have fhe connotation of Jdudgment (Isa. 13
Iy 6304y Jer. 46:103 47:4; Ezek. Z0:3; Zeph. 1-32).  But
for the godly thére was the other side of hope and
deliverance (Isa. &61:2; Mal. 4:1-2; Joel Z2:E1-32).
A. B. Davidson classified three general uses of the
erpression: ' o
1. Judgment on Israel in pre-exilic prophets. Amos
Z:d; Zeph. 30125 Isa. 2,3: Hos. 4:3; 2018 f4.

2.  Punishment on Israel’s oppressors in exilic
writings. Isa. 133 Hag.: Zach. 1-8.

S.  Judgment on Israel in pest-exilic wrifingf. Mal. 3:2
ff.4 |

Meil Fryor wrote:
In the Old Testament prophets, the Day of the Lord
is any day in which God intervenes in history and
accomplishes His will on earth . . . Very seldom
did the prophets look beyond world histaory for
the Day of the Lord. The Day of the Lord was
almost exclusively to them a time in the near

future when God would do great things for His
people.  The concept of the Day of the Lord as



a day beyond history, at the consummation of
history, did not become popular until hope for
such a day within history had been virtually
abandoned. =

THE DAY _OF THE LORD IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

In the New Testament the Day of the Lord and the
"second coming" (Heb. 9:28) refer to the same time. The Day
Df the Lord will come "as a thief in the night" (I Thess.
5:2) and the "second coming” will be as a thief in the
night (Matt. 24:42-44). "Interpreted in the light of its
context and of the reference to the thief, both here and in
Matt. 24, this passage supports the view that “the day of
the Lord® and the “second coming’ are synonymous
expressions."® The Corinthians will be Faul s reicicing
{(glorying) "in the day of the Lord" (2 Cor. i:14) and the
Thessalaonians will berhis reioicing "at his coming” (1
Thess. 2: 19-20). The resurrection will take place at the
"coming of the Lord” (1 Cor. S5: 27 and the reswrrection
will take place at the "last day" (John &:d4).

Many terms are used throughout the New Testament to
describe the Day of the Lord. They are: "the day of the
Lord" (Acts 2:20; 2 Thess. 2:2; 2 Fet. Z:10), "the day of
the Lord Jesus" (I Cor. 5:3; 2. .Cor. 1:l4), "the day‘Df our
Lord Jesus Christ" (I Cor. 1:8), "the day of Jesus Christ”
(Fhil. 1:6), "the day of Christ" (Fhil. 1:103 Z2:l1é), ”the
day of God" (2 Fet. JF:12; Rev. 1é6:14), "that day" {(Matt.
7:22: 141363 261293 Luke 103123 2 Thess. 1:103 2 Tim. 1:18),

"the last day” (John 6:39-40, 44, 54; 11:24; 12:48) "his

\
3



day" {luke 17:24), "the revelation of Christ (2 Thess. L1:7;
1 FPet. 1:7) "the appearing of Christ” (I Tim. b:ld; 2 Tim.
4:1,8), "the coming of Christ" (1 Cor. 15:2%; 1 Thess. 2:19;
James S:7) "the day of redemption” (Eph. 4:30), "the day of
wrath'" (Rom. 2:5), and "the hay of Judgment" (2 Fet. 2:9).
Even though the Day of the Lord and the second
‘ghming are synonymous terms, one must not confuse every
coming of the Lord with the second coming. There are at
least three non-visible comings of the Lord mentioned in the
New Testament: (1) when the church was established (Matt.
10:2%r 16:28) 3 (2) at the destruction of Jerusalem (Matt.
F4:27: 1 Pet. 437y James D:7)5 to every Christian (John
145235y FPhil. 4:5).
It is also important to note the use of the terms

."Day" and “"days" in the New Testament. Dr. Strong correctly

points out that the length of time involved in the

period denoted by the word “day’ is always defined

“for ws by the context itself. . .wherever it refers

to the second coming it is always in the singular

(punctillian) view. An extended period of time,

wher referred to in the New Testament, is always

distinguished by the plural, i.e., days as dis-

tinguished from day.”

When the New Testament speaks of current or past
periods these are always in thé plural. It speaks of the
"last days" (the Christian age) (HAots 2:16*21; Heb. 1:1-2),
the days of Herod (Matt. Z2:1), the days of John the Baptist
(Matt. F:1; 11:12), the days of the prophets (Luﬁe 4: 255
Matt 23:30), the days of tribulation (Matt. 24019-22,29)

the days of Noah (Matt. 24:37), and the days of Christ’™s

earthly ministry (Mark 1:9; Heb. 5:9).



Irn the New Testament one never reads about the

second coming or the Day of the Lord in the plural. This

AR

s sal_w

event 1s always spoken of in the singular (Matt.

10:15; Luke 17:24, Z0-31; John 6:39; 11:24; 12:48; Acts

2:20: Rom. 2:5).

THE DAY OF THE LORD IN 1 AND 2 THESSALONIANS

But of the timeé and the seasons brethren, ye have no
rneed that I write unto you. For yourselves know
perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as &
thief in the night . . . But ye brethren, are not

in darkness that that day should overtake you as a
thief (1 Thess. S:1-2,4).

There are one hundred thirty iy verses in the
_Thessalonian letters and forty one are directly related to
the second coming of Christ whiach will take place at he last
day. Something about the second coming is named in each of
the eight chapters (I Thess. 1:10; 2:19-203 Z:13; 4:13-18;
Srl1-11; 2Z2-24; 2 Thess. lobh-1037 2:1-12; 3:3).

Brother Hugo McCord says there are four specific
words employed in the Thessalonian letters in regard to thé
second caming. They are:

1. Parousia (I Thess. 2:19; Z:135; 4:14; 5:235; 2

H

Thess. 2:1,8). It is a compound meaning "being

at: the side." "The advent of Jesus at Bethleham

2 Fet. 1:16), and his advent at the end of the

world (1 Cor. 15:22), are both called parousia."®
. . presence, or evéﬁt; the official, technicial

term used to indicate his coming."?® Farpousia 1s

found twenty fouwr times in the New Testament and

v
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unguestionably refers to

sivteen times.

Christ’«

5 second coming

2. Apokalupsis (2 Thess., - 1:7) 1t means an
"uncovering" or an "unveiling." It is used
to describe the "uncovering" or "unvelling”
of Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 1:7; 1 Fet. 1:7, 13
2 Thess. l:?? at his second visible coming.
It ", v . depicts Chrigt"s appearance in
maiesty and glory."®®

He Epiphaneia (2 Thess. 2:8) [t mear

ori." "The word is used of the first advent of
Jesus (2 Timothy 1:10) and of his second advent
(1 Timothy é&=x14:y 2 Timothy 421,83 Titus 213,
translated as Tappearing® .t

4. He Hemera Furiow (1 Thess. i, 4)
The phrase he hemera kuriow (ef. 1, S:2, 43
2, 1:10x 2:2) means the "day of the Lord," and
refers to that day which God has appointed in

which he will Judge the world in
by that man whom he has ordalned

It is the day of the "brightness'
of his "coming" (parousial) at his

(apokalupsis) . *®

The certainty of the Day of

coming is repeatly emphasized in the Thessalonian letters.

Note the following:

1. The Thessalonians were to sesrve "and
Son from heaven . . . " (1 Thess.
2 They were to be Faul's

%G A

the l.ord or the

"ahining

righteousness

{hocts 17:31),
"o lepiphanel &)
1 I

velation

to wailt for his

secand

L1,

reiolcing

hope, or Jdoy, or crown of

"in the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ

at._his coming" (1 Thess. Z2:19).



fActs 17:350-21). Christ will be the udoe wvachs 175310, Ve
word of God will be the standard (John 1248 Rev.
20:11-15%). All nations will be assembled (Matt. 25:31-46).
Each will be Jjudged according to the deeds done in the body
(2 Cor. Se10). The righteous will be rewarded (Matt. 25:354;
2 Cor. S:100 . The wicked will he condemned (Matt. 13:40-42%
25: 413 2 Thess. 1:7-9; Rev. 20:135; 21:8).
Fourth, the heavens and the earth will be burned up.

Feter wrote:

Fut the day of the Lord will come as a thiet in

the night; in the which the heavens shall pass

away with a great noise, and the elements shall

melt with +ervent heat, the earth also and the

works that are therein shall be buwrned up.

CONCLUSION
The Day of the Lord in the Old Testament was any

day when God intervened in history and accomplished his
will. The Day of the Lord in the New Testament refers to
the last day of history. The Day of the Lord 1n the
Thessalonian letters is the last day of history or the day
when the Lord returns to judgé the world.

In view of the certainity and seriousness of the Day
of the Lord Christians ought always to watch (Matt.
Z4:42-41), watch and be sober that the day not overtake them
as a thief (I Thess. S:4-6). Again Feter wrote:

Seeing then that all these things shall be
dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye
to he in all holy conversation and godliness,
lLooking for and hasting unto the coming of
the day of God. Wherein the heavens being on

fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall
melt with fervent heat (3 Faeter H:11-12).
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As they continued to increase and abound in love toward
ane another, and toward all men, they would have their
hearts established "unblameable in holiness before God,

even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus

Christ with all his saints" (1 Thess. Te1P—-13).

Those asleep in Jesus "will God bring with him" (1

Thess. 4:14).

Some will be "alive and remain unteo the coming of the

Lord" (1 Thess 4:19).

"For the Lord himseldf shall descend from_heaven . . -

(1 Thess. 4:16).

"For yourselves know perfectly that the Day of the

oy

Lord so cometh as a thief in the night" (1 Thess. Se2).

The Thessalonians were not in darkness that “that day"
should overtake them as a thief (1 Thess. S:4).
Faul wanted them to be “preserved blameless unto the

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Thess. S 25

The Lord Jesus "shall be revealed from heaven” (2

Thess. 1:7).

(2 Thess. 1:9).

Faul beseeched them "by the coming of our Lord Jesus

Christ" (2 Thess. 2:1).

FFaul assured them that "the day of Christ" was not at

hand (2 Thess. 2:32).

away (2 Thess. Z:3).

Y
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15. THé Lard would destroy that wicked one "with the

brightness of his coming” (2 Thess. 2:8).

16. Faul wanted God to direct their hearts unto love and

-

unto "the patient waiting for Christ" (2 Thess. 315

ERRORS

Numerous errors have been taught 1n regard to the

second coming of Christ. These errors need to be presented

and answered.

The Rapture

Hal lindsey, in his book The Late bGreat Flanet

Earth., vividly describes the rapture:
Rapture . . . is not found in the RBible . . . The
ward rapture means to snatch away or take out.
But whether we call this event "the Rapture" or
the "translation" makes no difference - the im-
portant thing is that it will. happen. Drivers
will disappear from cars, students will suddenly
vanish from classes, a football guarterback will
be no more, etc.*>

Foy E. Wallace, Jr. wrote:

The theory is that when the Lord comes "for his
saints,"” it will be the time of his "presence'" -
the parousia. But when he comes "with his

saints,” 1t will be the time of his "manitestation”
- the epiphaneia. And it is argued that there

will be a seven year period between the parousia
and the epiphaneia. This period is what is

called "rapture of the saints" in the heavens with
the Lord, while the tribulation is blasting out its

fury on the earth.?®*=

The "rapture" is also called "the first part of the

first stage of the Lord’s second coming - the takinag of the

saints to heaven is called by premillennialists *the

rapture’ ¥

)
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1 Thessalonians 4: 17217 is a key rapture text.
Does it teach the rapture?

But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren,
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not,
even as others which have no hope. For if we believe
that Jesus died and raose again, even so them also
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For
this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we
which are alive and remain unto the coming of the
Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of an archangel and with the trump of
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds. to meet the Lord in the air:
and so shall we even be with the Lord.

First, this text is not discussing both the wicked

and the righteous. Second., the text is discussing those

that are asleep in Jesus (vs. 14,15,16) and those that ars
alive in Christ (v. 15,17). Third, "the dead in Christ
shall rise first"” (v. 16) does not refer to rising betfore
the wicked dead, but to their being raised before the
righteous living are caught up. After they are raised both
are “Céught up.together“ (v. 17). Fourth. other verses show
that both the righteocus and the wicked will be raised at the
same time (John $:28-29). Fifth, it teaches that we will be
caught up to be with the Lord forever, not seven years.

2 Thessalonians 2:8 teaches that the epighaneia and
the parousia are at the same time - not a split second

between. "dnd then shall the wicked be revealed, whom the

Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall



I Thessalonians 5:13% destroys the "for saints” and

"with saints" argument. "To the end he may stablish your

hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father,
-]

at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.”

The word coming here is parousia. Faul states that the Lord

will come "with his saints" at the parousia, but the

millennial theory says he will come "for his saints' at the

ia. Thus

parousia and "with his saints" at the epiphar

Faul, according to the millennial theory, has the Lord

coming "with his saints" seven years too early.

Split Resuwrrection

Fremillennialists teach a "split resurrection’” or
"two parts”" of the "first resuwrection”. Warren wrlites:

The "first reswrrection” (mentioned in Rev. 20)
will take place, according to premillennialism,
at "the rapture." As per premillennialists this
means: when Christ comes for his saints. All
saints who have died (hoth during the 0ld Test-
ament and New Testament periods) wil be raised

fram the dead. All saints then living will bhe
changed. This is the so-called "first part" of

the first resurrection. The reswrection of "the
tribulation saints" later will be the "second part"
of the first resurrection.?*®

The Rible clearly reveals that both the righteous
(there will not be two stages of raising the righteous) and
the wicked will be raised at the same time. Jesus sald:

Marvel not at this: for the how is coming in the
which all that are in the grave shall hear his volce,
and shall come forth; they that have done good,

unto the resurrection of life; and they that have
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.

(John 5:39-40) .,

Brother Guy N. Woods commenting on these verses,

.
\
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wrote:

Attention is for the moment directed to the com-
prehensiveness of this statement: (1) An hour is
coming when (2) all that are in the tombs shall come
forth and () of this number those who have done
good rise to eternal life, while (4) those who have
done evil come forth to Jjudgment (damnation, King
James Version). This simple analysis leads irresis—
tably to the conclusion that any theory of the
sezcond coming which would assume an interval of

time between the reswrrection of the good and the
bad 1s false.1”

"Signs" Preceeding  The Return

Frophetical radio and television preachers, as well
as others, are always talking about the siagrms preceeding the
Lord”s second coming. They are convinced that the signs
mentioned in Matthew 24 are signs that will preceed the
second coming of Christ. Is this true?

First, Jesus answers two questions asked by the
disciples in Matthew 24. The first question concerned "when
shall these things be” (Matt. 24:1-3; Mark 13:43; Luke Z1:7);
the second guestion concerned the "end of the world" (Matt.
24:3) . Jesus answered the first question in Matthew 24:4-35
and the second guestion in Matthew 24:324 through Matthew
251 46.

Second, Matthew 24:%4 divides the chapter into two
main sections. All of the events d@scribed in the first
thirty four verses would happen before that generation died
(Matthew’s use of the term generation shows that he was
referring to the present generation - Matthew 1:17;

12:38-43; 23:36). The signs mentioned in Matthew 24 are

listed before verse thirty four.

LI
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Third, Jesus 1s very definite regarding the events

oF

and timeghis dudgment in Sectién one (Matt. 24:4-30). In
section two (Matt. 24:36-25:46) He is very indefinite. "Rut
of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of
heaven, but my Father only" (Matt. 24:ZI6; cf. 24:44,50;

25:13) .

Im

ourth, the-lLord gives four explicit signs by which
they would know the end had come: (1) the gospel would have
been preached in all the world (Matt. 242145 ch. Col. 1:23);
(2) the abomination of desolation spokern of by Daniel (Matt.
Z4:15); (3) the agreat tribulation (Matt. 24:21-29a) 7 (4) the
darkening of the sun and moon and the stars falling (Mattht.
24:79) . He also gives some general %igns that might deceive
them (Matt. 24:4-13%). The one specific sign that would let
them know the time was come was seeing "the abomination of
desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet” (Matt. 24: 15 .
When they saw this sign they were to flee guickly into the
mountains (Matt. 24:16-20). Question: If this refers to the
final judgment day then how can one escape it by fleeing
quickly, and how can one flee into mountains which will be
burned up (2 Fet. Z:1007
the Lord then how can his coming be like a "thief in the
night" (I Thess. S:2; Matt. 24:43)7 Hazelip wrote:

This comparison, which is also made in I Thess.

5:1--% and 11 Fet, 3:10, has no moral connotation,

but rather implies that as a thief gives no

advance announcement of his visit, neither will

Christ give a prior notice of his second coming.*®

\
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The date of Christ’ s coming is unknown. Jesus sald,
"But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels
of heaven, but my Father only"” (Matt. 24:3&6). It is
egotistical and presumptuous for man to think that he knows
what even the angels do not know. VYet many would-be ?
prophets have rushed in where angels fear to trod and set
dates for the Lord’ s return.
William Miller, the real founder of Severth Day
Adventism, predicted:
I believe the time can be known by all who desire
to understand and to be ready for His coming. And
I am fully convinced that sometime between March 21,
1842 and March 21, 1844, agcording to the Jewish mode
ot computation of time, Christ will come and all His
saints with Him.*?

He proved himself to be a false prophet!

Charles Taze Russell, of the Jehovah’s Witnesses,
thought the Lord came to.”the Hiagdom in 1914, but unseen fto
men. " He also stated that "from 1874 is the time of the
Lord"s second presence.“mQ

The time of our Lord’s return remains hidden in the
inscfutable counsel of his own will. Evern though man can
learn something about the manner of his appearing, the
purposes of his appearing, and the fact of his appearing,
the time element is not revealed (Matt. 24:%46). Woods
wrote:

It is not for man to know "the times or seasons
which the Father hath in his own power" (Acts 1:67,

and the Day will come as "a thief in the night," who
obvicusly does not send ahead an announcement of

his intention to burglarize! He will come when men
are saying "Feace and safety,” (I Thess. S5:1-3)

unaware ‘that sudden destruction i1s uwpon them .



it must forever remain that so far as the New Test—
ament is concerned it will be at a time unannounced,
and on a day unanticipated.®*

THE EVENTS OF THE LORD”S DAY

The day of the Lord will be the last day of history.
Alonzo D. Welch wrote:
When the future shall have been exhausted and all
that remains is. . the present, this will be the last
day of history. The Christian religion is a time-
conscious religion. It recognizes the significance
of the past, is challenged by the decisiveness
of the presence and places great stress upon the
futuwre. . . The teachings of the New Testament
concerning the last things center around the "day
of the Lord."==

What are the events of that last great day?

Firet, the retuwn of the Lord falls logically at the
head of the list. Our Lord promised to return (John
14:1-3), at his ascension the two men in white announced his
return (Acts 1:9-11), and the apostles preached bhis return
(Heb. 9:28). "In the New Testament there are over 1,800
references to our Lord's return . . . the ftact 1s certain

- - Jesus is coming again.'"==

Second, the resurrection will take place on that
day. Jesus promised the resurrection at the last day (John
6:44), The Thessalonians were promised that the dead would
be raised when Christ returned (I Thess. 4:1%-18). Both the
righteous and the wicked will be raised at the same hour
(John 5:28-29). At the time of the resuwrrection the living
Will be changed (I Cor. 135:3%4-58).

hird., the judgment of the world will take place on

LI~ SN

the day of the Lord. It is appointed of bod (Heb. 9:27;
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