
Are “aids in worship” the same as “additions”? 
 

Our first task will be to come to a fuller understanding of the difference between specifics God 

has commanded and those that are optional. This will require an appreciation of the impact of 

“silence” in Scripture. It will be important to see silence can be both permissive and prohibitive, 

depending on the nature of the command under consideration. Then, we will set forth principles 

which can be used to differentiate between things which could lawfully be used to expedite 

carrying out God’s commands versus things which would be unlawful additions to the Father’s 

will. 

 

Silence in Specific Instructions Is Prohibitive 

 

Anyone receiving instructions understands specific directions authorize only the action specified. 

For instance, some trucks have a written instruction to use diesel fuel. I heard of a man who put 

in gasoline instead. The resulting damage was very expensive to correct. Similarly, a driver who 

does not come to a full stop at a stop sign can anticipate receiving a ticket if a policeman 

observes his actions. Clearly, specific directions, or commands, authorize only the action 

specified.  

 

The writer of Hebrews bases a critical argument on that very rule of interpretation when he says 

Jesus could not offer sacrifices in the tabernacle or temple under the Law of Moses. He 

understood Moses’ Law directed sacrifices be offered only by the sons of Aaron the High Priest, 

who was of the tribe of Levi (Leviticus 1; Numbers 18:21-26). Since Jesus was born of the tribe 

of Judah (Matthew 1:2), the writer concluded He could not offer sacrifices under the Law of 

Moses, “For it is evident that our Lord arose from Judah, of which tribe Moses spoke nothing 

concerning priesthood” (Hebrews 7:14; 8:4 NKJV). The specific instructions regarding offerings 

being made by those of the tribe of Levi made it unlawful for one of any other tribe to serve as a 

priest. 

 

The church at Antioch was troubled by certain teachers who had come from Judea teaching one 

must be circumcised according to the “custom of Moses” to be saved (Acts 15:1). Paul and 

Barnabas strongly disagreed with them. Therefore, the brethren sent Paul, Barnabas and some 

others to Jerusalem to meet with the apostles and elders to resolve the question. In complete 

agreement with the teachings of Paul and Barnabas, the apostles and elders wrote, “Since we 

have heard that some who went out from us have troubled you with words, unsettling your souls, 

saying, ‘You must be circumcised and keep the law’—to whom we gave no such 

commandment” (Acts 15:24).  Notice, their silence on the matter of circumcision being essential 

to one’s salvation made it inappropriate for others to teach such as a necessity. 

 

Instruction/Command Authorized/Included Unauthorized/Excluded 

Use diesel fuel Using diesel fuel Using gasoline, oil, kerosene 

Levites shall perform the work 

of the tabernacle (Numbers 

18:21-26) 

Those of the tribe of Levi 

serving in the tabernacle 

Those of Judah, Benjamin,  

etc. (Hebrews 7:14; 8:4). 



Preach the gospel as you go into 

all the world and teach them to 

observe all Jesus commanded 

the apostles (Mark 16:15-16; 

Matthew 28:18-20) 

Preaching the gospel, 

baptizing those who believe 

and teaching them to 

observe all Jesus 

commanded 

Preach something in addition 

to the gospel, like requiring 

circumcision (Acts 15:24) 

 

Silence in Generic Instructions Is Permissive 

 

When someone is given a general instruction, or command, he understands such leaves open to 

him all the various means of accomplishing the task. For instance, someone who is told by his 

doctor to participate in twenty minutes of physical activity three days a week could choose from 

many different activities, such as, running, walking, swimming, riding a bicycle, etc. Silence on 

the particular type of exercise permits one to choose whatever pleases him. 

 

Paul’s instruction to the Corinthian church is a good example. “Now concerning the collection 

for the saints, as I have given orders to the churches of Galatia, so you must do also: On the first 

day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there 

be no collections when I come” (1 Corinthians 16:1-2). Notice, the apostle instructed each to 

give “as he may prosper.” The amount, or percentage, to be given is left to the individual to 

decide because God has not given specific instruction. According to Luke’s record, the church in 

Antioch gave in precisely that manner. “Then the disciples, each according to his ability, 

determined to send relief to the brethren dwelling in Judea. This they also did, and sent it to the 

elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul” (Acts 11:29-30). 

 

The writer of Hebrews said, “And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good 

works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but 

exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching” (10:24-25). The 

specific purpose of stirring the brethren to love and good works eliminates stirring them up to 

anger, jealousy or strife. However, the writer did not designate the place or time of assembly. 

Any place, such as under a tree, in a house, in a rented hall, or in a building owned by the 

brethren, would be acceptable. Any time from morning to evening would likewise be acceptable. 

 

 

 

 

Instruction/Command Authorized/Included Unauthorized/Excluded 

Participate in twenty minutes of 

physical activity three days a 

week 

Running, walking, 

swimming, riding a bicycle, 

etc. 

Failing to participate in 

physical activity 

Less than three days per 

week 

Less than twenty minutes 

Give on the first day of the 

week as one may prosper (1 

Corinthians 16:1-2) 

Giving on the first day of the 

week 

$5, $10, $1,000, etc. based 

on the way one is prospered 

Fail to give on the first day 

of the week 

Giving without regard to the 

way God has prospered 



Provoke the brethren to love 

and good works by assembling 

(Hebrews 10:24-25) 

Assembling 

Under a tree, in a house, 

rented hall, or building 

owned by the brethren 

At 9 a.m., 12 p.m., etc. 

Provoking the brethren to 

love and good works 

Failing to assemble 

Provoking brethren to anger, 

jealousy or strife 

 

 

Understanding Expedients 

 

If a father tells a son to cut the grass, it is understood he will need a tool, or tools, to complete the 

task. The necessary tools to carry out the father’s instruction are clearly a part of doing as he 

directs. A lawnmower and edger are “expedient” to the son doing as he has been told. The word 

“expedient” is “used of either an aid or a method, to signify that which is advantageous, sensible 

or wise” (Thomas, p. 250). The son could use a pair of scissors, but such would not very 

sensible, particularly on a large lawn. 

 

Franklin Camp wrote, 

 

Most of our problems have arisen from a misunderstanding and a misapplication 

of matters of expediency. Matters of expediency may vary from one generation to 

another and even from one congregation to another. This, in itself, distinguishes 

them from matters of faith. Matters of faith do not change from generation to 

generation, nor do they vary among congregations. Matters of expediency have to 

do with methods. Methods of expediting a general command may change from 

one generation to another. If this were not true, the church would be bound to the 

methods that were used in the first century and would be unable to use the tools of 

the present day in carrying out its work. Unless various methods in carrying out 

general commands in the Scriptures may be used, the church would be hindered in 

its work of preaching the gospel (p. 38). 

 

To display love for God, one must keep His commandments. John wrote, “For this is the love of 

God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome” (1 John 

5:3). Obviously, some things are included within the keeping of God’s commands. For instance, 

eating the Lord’s supper requires bread and the fruit of the vine (1 Corinthians 11:23-26). 

Partaking of the bread and the fruit of the vine requires containers to put them in, like plates and 

cups. The plates and cups are “expedient” to carrying out the Lord’s command and are thus 

authorized. Similarly, Christ’s command to preach the gospel (Mark 16:15) can be expedited 

using microphones, PowerPoint, radio, television, internet, etc. While preaching might be done 

in a large auditorium without using a microphone, it might not be expedient since not all might 

be able to hear. Similarly, some listeners could benefit from the use of PowerPoint to project an 

outline, or significant quotations on a screen while they are listening to the speaker. 

 

Instruction/Command Authorized/Included Unauthorized/Excluded 



Cut the grass Cutting the lawn, 

lawnmower, weed eater, 

edger 

Not cutting the grass 

Eat this bread and drink this 

cup (1 Corinthians 11:23-26) 

Eating the bread and 

drinking the cup 

Bread, fruit of the vine, 

plates, cups 

Not eating 

Peanut butter, jelly, meat, 

buttermilk 

Preach the gospel (Mark 16:15) Preaching the gospel 

Microphones, PowerPoint, 

radio, television, internet 

Not preaching the gospel 

Preaching something other 

than the gospel 

 

Properly Identifying Expedients 

 

Franklin Camp identified two important things to remember to make a proper distinction 

between things that are expedient and things that are not. First, “A matter of expediency, or 

method, cannot change, or alter, an authorized act….One cannot scripturally expedite an 

unauthorized practice.” He went on to illustrate with the case of sprinkling. “One could not 

contend for an expedient way to sprinkle, because the act itself is not authorized” (p. 39). 

 

Second, “An expedient must always be subordinate to the act it expedites. When something is 

used with an authorized act that is coordinate with or equal to the authorized act, it is an addition 

not an expedient” (p. 40). Brother Camp illustrated by referring to the Passover (Exodus 12:5). If 

a man preferred the taste of pork to that of lamb, it would not be acceptable for him to roast a pig 

along with the lamb. Saying the pork was merely an expedient to make the taste of the lamb 

more palatable would not make it so since pig is a coordinate to lamb. Instead of being an 

expedient, it would be an addition, therefore forbidden. 

 

Applying the Principles to Worship in Song 

 

In His revealed word, God has used specific commands to authorize specific actions. God has 

also used generic commands to leave open the actions that might be used to carry out His 

command. Readers who wish to follow the Lord’s desires must examine each command to 

determine whether it is specific or generic. The former only authorizes the stated action, while 

the latter leaves the means of completing the command to the individual’s or church’s choice.  

 

To apply specifically these principles to the idea that pianos and other mechanical instruments of 

music are only aids in worship to God, one must carefully study God’s commands. Paul gave 

instructions for singing in Ephesians 5:19 and Colossians 3:16. When observed in parallel, some 

things become readily apparent. 

 

Ephesians 5:18b-19 

Be filled with the Spirit 

Speaking 

To one another 

In psalms, hymns and spiritual 

songs 

Colossians 3:16 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 

wisdom 

Teaching and admonishing 

One another 

In psalms and hymns and spiritual songs 



Singing 

And making melody in your heart 

To the Lord 

 

Singing 

With grace in your hearts 

To the Lord 

 

For one capable of speaking/teaching, Paul’s instructions regarding “speaking” and “teaching 

and admonishing” clearly make failing to add one’s voice a violation of the Maker’s will, or 

outside the authority of His command. Since the apostle said, “to one another,” a song sung only 

by one or less than all the Christians present in an assembly would also be disallowed.  

 

When Paul specified psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, he omitted authority for worldly and 

unscriptural songs.  By commanding that they sing, the apostle made it plain that they were not 

to hum or whistle, which would be outside the instruction to speak. “Singing with grace in your 

heart” is obviously parallel to “making melody in your heart,” which describes a plucking of the 

heartstrings. The heart is, then, God’s designated instrument, which would omit authority for 

playing any mechanical instruments of music because they are coordinate to the music made in 

singing and an unauthorized addition.  

 

Instruction/Command Authorized/Included Unauthorized/Excluded 

Speaking to one another 

 

In psalms, hymns and 

spiritual songs 

Singing and  

Making melody in your 

heart 

To the Lord (Ephesians 

5:19) 

Each speaking in song to the 

others present for worship 

Psalms, hymns and spiritual 

songs 

Singing 

 

Plucking the strings of your 

heart 

To the Lord 

 

Only one or less than every 

Christian present 

Worldly songs, unscriptural 

songs 

Not singing, humming, 

whistling 

Mechanical instruments of 

music 

To someone or something 

other than the Lord 

 

Singing generally requires songs and a pitch. A tuning fork or pitch pipe only helps the leader get 

the pitch. Further, it makes no competing music while the singing is in progress. Songbooks or 

PowerPoint projections give each worshiper access to the words and music to be used during the 

singing of a particular song. It is also left to the song leader and elders of each church to 

determine the number of songs, tempo, and posture and whether to sing in unison or four-part 

harmony. 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

When God gives a specific instruction in His word, the only act authorized is the one specified in 

the command. Silence as to other actions prohibits their use. In contrast, a general command is 

silent in regards to any choice, thereby permitting the use of any method that brings about the 

fulfillment of the Father’s will. Methods or means that expedite such fulfillment are included 



within the authority of the command. Methods or means, which are coordinate with God’s 

specific requirement, are additions, therefore a violation of the Almighty’s instructions.  

 

Pitch pipes, tuning forks and songbooks all expedite the fulfillment of God’s command for 

Christians to sing. Mechanical instruments make music not authorized in the Father’s command. 

The only acceptable accompaniment to the Christian’s singing is the plucking of the strings of 

his heart. 
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