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In the Greek society and culture, no profession was 
more respected than that of the teacher.  One who had 
information that he was able to impart to another was 

on the highest rung of their social ladder.  To speak of one 
who was a “Master Teacher” was to describe a person who 
had the capability of skillfully and interestingly imparting 
knowledge to others. While it may not always have been 
so, the term implied that this Master Teacher was careful 
in his way of life, so as not to tarnish the strength and 
application of those truths entrusted to him as a teacher.

The term “Master Teacher” has correctly been 
applied to Jesus of Nazareth, who was and is truly 
the Master Teacher in every area of life. By what 
reasoning do we describe Him as The Master Teacher?

He Was A Great Teacher
First of all, Jesus was a teacher; the Master of all Master 

teachers. The Greek text calls Jesus “teacher”45 times in 
the Gospel accounts. Also, that which Jesus did is called 
“teaching ‘ 45 times, and those who followed Him were 
called disciples (learners) 215 times. It is interesting to 
note that Jesus’ beloved Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 
5-7) is described as a time when Jesus ‘opened His 
mouth and taught them” (Matt. 5:2). There is an element 
of teaching in any effective sermon, but an absence 
thereof diminishes its effectiveness, and may indicate 
an improper motive. He was, truly, The Master Teacher.

 
He Knew The Value of Teaching

Like it or not, Christianity is a taught religion. It does 
not come upon one without instruction in the Word of 
God but depends upon the energy, commitment and 
preparation of a teacher. And Jesus had all of the above 
qualifications. He taught under a tree, on a mountain, by 
a river, from a boat on a lake, in the synagogue, and in 

the streets and in the houses. He did what Ezra and the 
priests had done 500 years earlier, as recorded in Nehemiah 
8:8: Jesus “read in the book in the law of God distinctly, 
and gave the sense, and caused them to understand 
the reading.” Truly, He was and is a Master Teacher.

He Spoke Plainly
We must remember that teaching does not take place 

until learning takes place and Jesus spoke in such plain terms 
that no ‘one whose heart was honest could misunderstand. 
In John 10:24, we read that those who saw and heard Jesus 
wanted to hear plain language. People today still want 
to hear plain words.  Obscure, ambiguous, convoluted, 
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               Editor

  
                                        “We are workers together with Him…”  (2 Cor. 6:1)

        Cody Westbrook
Implicit Commands

J. Noel Merideth

One of the principles most surely believed among us 
through the years has been that the Bible teaches 
us authoritatively and sets forth actions required 

of us by: (I) explicit command(2) implicit commands, and 
(3) command by example.  Great preachers have used this 
principle through the years with telling effect against error.

Deductive logic starts with a general principle and proceeds 
to a specific conclusion. If the premises are valid and force the 
conclusion the conclusion is inescapable. In deductive logic 
there is a necessity about the relationship between reason 
and conclusion The logicians Little, Wilson and Moore state:

Before we can know that a conclusion reached 
by deduction is reliable, we must know   that   
the   premises   used are, true ... Finally, for 
a conclusion reached by deduction to be 
reliable, we must know that the inference is 
valid.  An inference is valid when and only 
when the premises force the conclusion. 
To put it another way, an inference is· valid 
when the conclusion necessarily follows 
from the premises(Applied Logic, p. 67).

Monroe Beardsley says:
When an agreement is valid, its premises are 
said to  ‘imply’ (or  ‘entail’) the conclusion. This 
relationship of implication is a fundamental 
idea in deductive logic (Practical Logic, p. 213.).

Thus we can see that the necessary inference is forced by 
the premises. Furthermore, we can see that the  necessary 
inference is implied in the premises, it is a part of them, it is 
entailed in them. For example, if we give these two premises:

1. All men are mortal.
2. John is a man.

Honor to Whom Honor is Due 
Cody Westbrook 

Epaphroditus of Philippi was truly one of God’s 
selfless servants. In Philippians 2:25-30 Paul related 
how he had worked himself “nigh unto death” 

for the cause of Christ. Because of his great work, Paul 
instructed the Philippian saints to “receive him therefore 
in the Lord with all gladness; and hold such in reputation” 
(Phil. 2:29). The word “reputation” refers to respect, 
honor, and high regard. So, to hold Epaphroditus, and 
others like him, in reputation, is simply to honor them. 
Because of his great work in the kingdom, Epaphroditus 
was to be “esteemed very highly in love” (1 Thess. 5:13) by 
the Philippian church. What a privilege. What an honor. 

Our great brotherhood has been blessed with many 
selfless servants like Epaphroditus. Gospel preachers 
who were precious treasures because of their soundness, 
kindness, and devotion to the cause of Christ and His 
people. This edition of the Christian Worker is dedicated to 
the work and memory of a few of those men. Each article 
is taken from past editions of the Christian Worker and 
the Southwesterner. We trust that you will benefit from 
effort of these preachers of the past. Though they are no 
longer with us, their work continues to bear fruit among 
us. It is a privilege to honor them for their work’s sake. 

CW

Word of Life 
Sundays at 7:30 am

KLBJ Radio 590 AM or 99.7 FM 
Past recordings are available to listen to at 

swcofc.org/wordoflife



   Page 3CHRISTIAN WORKERFebruary 2018

We have said in these two premises that John is mortal. 
You may not have realized it, but we said it. For the conclusion 
necessarily follows, it is implied in the two premises.

There is a fine illustration in mathematics about the necessary 
inference. Let us suppose that  we take a certain figure which 
we will call figure  S, and we say it has the following  properties:

1. It is a square.
2. One of its sides is three inches in length.

It is very important that we realize that in saying these 
two things, we have also said that the perimeter of figure S 
is twelve inches.  To be sure many people may not be aware 
that we have said this latter truth since we said it implicitly in 
the first two statements, but whether they are aware or not, 
we said it. For since a square is a four-sided figure with all 
four sides and all four angles equal, and since the perimeter 
is the distance around the figure or the length of all its sides, 
then the irresistible conclusion is that these statements imply 
the conclusion that figure S is twelve inches in perimeter.

Genesis 13:1 says Abram and his wife and Lot went up out 
of Egypt into the South. Now it is nowhere stated that Lot 
went into Egypt but we infer it and that necessarily so, for 
one cannot come out of a place into which he has never gone.

Mark 1:10 says Jesus came up out of the water after he was 
baptized or immersed by John. It does not say that Jesus went 
down into the water but it necessarily implies that he did.

Acts 17:30 says, “But now he commandeth men that 
they should all everywhere repent.” Now we reason from 
this passage that since God commands all men to repent, 
and since we are a man, therefore, God commands us to 
repent. This is deductive logic whether we realize it or not.

In Matthew 22:23-33 Jesus silenced the Sadducees 
by a brilliant stroke of logic. Jesus argued that God 
is not the God of dead persons but of living persons. 
But God is the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac 
and the God of Jacob. Therefore, Abraham and Isaac 
and Jacob are living persons. Why did this silence the 
Sadducees? Because it forever exploded their theory of  
non-existence after death. But does it prove the resurrection? 
It puts it beyond question, for if those who depart this 
life are not dead in the Sadducean sense but are still 
living, then a reunion with them in a future state is 
to be expected   and necessarily implied. Jesus gave 
the argument and the Sadducees were silenced by it.

It   is very important to realize that what God implies 
in His word is His implication. It was implied in the Bible 
thousands of years ago. We may have seen the inference 
only today, but we did not create that truth today. God 
revealed his will and men read it today. We understand 
it by reason but it is not the product of human reason.

We are not bound by human opinions, but we 

are most assuredly bound by God’s premises and 
God’s implications in· those premises.  We are to 
use our reason to understand God’s implications.

Some deny the authority of implicit commands. A 
writer in one of our papers has denied this.  He says we 
have divided over organs, cups, classes, grape juice on 
the Lord’s Table, congregational cooperation, and orphan 
homes, ad infinitum and the problem is that we do not 
allow for intellectual errors, but have condemned people 
over human inferences and deductions. We wish to point 
out first that the aforementioned writer admits we may 
use our reason to grasp commands of the Bible.  If we can 
use our reason to understand the literal commands in the 
Bible, why cannot we use that same reason to understand 
implicit commands? If we do not need implicit commands, 
upon  what  basis  would  the writer condemn organs in 
worship?  Or, would he? Was God justified in killing Nadab 
and Abihu (Lev. 10: 1-3) for their failing to follow God’s 
implications? Were the Sadducees in error in denying 
the resurrection? Why did Jesus not tell the Sadducees 
that the difference between him and them was only over 
“human inferences  and human deductions’’? They were in 
error because they did not believe God’s implication and 
inference in his word. We fear that is where some are today.

A thing may be authorized though not specified. 
For   example, a songbook is authorized but   not 
specified. But we must make sure that what we do is 
authorized by commands explicitly stated or implicitly 
stated.  There  is only one lawgiver and  judge (James 
4:12). We have no right to set God’s laws aside.  “Be ye 
not foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is”  
(Eph. 5:17). “Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand 
my knowledge in the mystery of Christ” (Eph.  3:4)

Christian Worker: Septermber 1991

CW

Speaking The Truth In Love
Thomas B. Warren

Each of us must strive to be loyal to Jesus Christ, and it 
is certainly clear that no man can be loyal to Him if he 
does not love Him and his fellowman (Matt.22:37-38).

However, it is very easy for any one of us to become 
unbalanced in our response to His teaching. It may be that one 
observes others who, it seems, in giving too much emphasis 
to doctrine, give too little ‘emphasis to love and, in reaction 
to that observation, comes to give too much emphasis to love 
and too little emphasis to doctrine. Both of these are wrong.
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The Church-The Lord’s Bride  
Bill Jackson

For all the expressions used concerning the church 
of the Lord–body, kingdom, etc.–those likening 
the church to the family or household of God 

have special significance to those who love the Bible. 

Brother R. L. Whiteside rightly urged that the “preacher 
should so love the truth that he will not sacrifice any of 
it nor pervert it....” Yet one who has come to wrongly 
emphasize love may come to feel that he ought not 
to preach certain passages in the Bible because such 
preaching might “hurt the feelings” of some who might 
hear that preaching. But to refrain from preaching what 
God wants preached is to give proof that one does not love 
adequately either God or his fellow man. If one withholds 
from his fellow man certain truths (which God has 
instructed us to preach), because he thinks those truths 
will be unpleasant to at least some hearers, then he thereby 
proves that he does not truly love either God’s creatures 
(human beings) or His truth (the Gospel of Christ).

While it is certainly the case that Paul said that we should 
speak “truth in love” (Eph. 4:15), it is also the case that when 
the apostles faced being charged “not to speak at all nor teach 
in the name of Jesus” (Acts 4:18), Peter and John replied, 
“Whether it is right in the sight of God to hearken unto you 
rather than unto God, judge ye...” (Acts 4:19). And it is also 
the case that when the high priest said to them, “We strictly 
charged you not to teach in this name: and behold, ye have 
filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and intend to bring this 
man’s blood upon us,” Peter and the apostles answered, “We 
must obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). The apostles 
then proceeded to preach that the Jews did slay Jesus. As a 
result of this preaching which, no doubt, was done in love of 
both God and man (in this case, the Jews who had crucified 
Jesus) (Acts 5:30-32), many were baptized into Christ.

Our responsibility is not to “put our ears to the ground” (in 
an effort to learn what men want us to preach) but to “preach 
the word; be urgent in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching” (II Tim. 4:2).

Let us not allow the devil to deceive us into believing that we 
show love when we fail to preach “the whole counsel of God” 
(Acts 20:27) to a lost and dying world. Let each of us examine 
himself to see if he is in the faith (II Cor. 13:5). To be sure, 
we must love–but our love must be guided by God’s Word.

Christian Worker: June 1998
CW

They understand family, and they then can readily 
see the church as the family, or household, of God   
(I Tim. 3: 15). God pursues the matter further in letting 
us see the relationship of Christ and the church as being 
that of husband and wife. Certainly, then, an intimacy 
bound in great love! Paul speaks to the point of the 
husband-wife relationship in Ephesians 5, and parallels 
his points with the Christ-church relationship. As to the 
marvel of it all, he states this: “This is a great mystery: 
but I speak concerning Christ and the church” (v. 32).

One of the Lord’s greatest parables was built on the fact 
that  “the bridegroom cometh” (Matt. 25:6).  He illustrated 
the inappropriateness of his disciples fasting “while the 
bridegroom is with them” (Luke 5:34).  To the Corinthians, 
Paul furthered the idea in stating his godly jealously over 
them:  “...for I have espoused you to one husband, that I 
may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ” (2 Cor. II: 
2).  The triumph of the saints, the church, at last is seen 
as being called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb 
(Rev. 19:9). Indeed, the church is the bride of Christ.

Let us now make some points as to the church as the 
Lord’s bride:

(1) She is bound to her husband. As the marriage bond 
is permanent (Rom. 7: 1,2), so we are added to the church 
by the Lord (Acts 2:47), and we are there to remain with the 
Lord until that time when the kingdom is delivered unto 
God the Father to be with him eternally (I Cor.  15:24).

(3) She is to be faithful to her husband. She knows, 
as he knows, that they are now made “one flesh” 
(Gen. 2:24) and neither of them may be lawfully joined 
to another. The relationship is one of faithfulness to 
each other. The Lord never defaults in this, and the 
church, the Lord’s body, must   put forth the greatest 
effort always to abide in faithfulness to Christ, the head.

(4) She is to wear his name. Three times in the New 
Testament “Christian” is set forth as the proper name for 
the followers of the Lord  (Acts Il: 26; 26:28; 1 Pet. 4: 16).  It 
is the name divinely given (Isa.  62:2).  As in marriage, the 
wife takes  the name  of the husband , and if  love  is there, 
she  proudly and  faithfully takes  that name and  honors it. 
So we, in the church, are known as “Christians.” More, the 
designations set forth in the New Testament for the church 
are those honoring God and the Christ. “The churches of 
Christ salute you” (Rom. 16: 16). How pleased we should 
be, as the family of God, to be known by the name of 
him who died for us, and thus purchased us (Acts 20:28).

The church is the bride of Christ, and the relationship 
between Christ and the church is that of husband and 
bride, but of course is of deeper significance because we 
are dealing with a relationship involving souls and eternity! 
The human marital relationship is, broken and ends when 
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Blaming  God 
Guy N. Woods

A b ro k e n h e a r t e d  m a n ,  ov e r w h e l m e d  by 
grief, weeps uncontrollably over the casket 
containing the remains of his beloved wife. 

Well-meaning, but pitifully misguided friends gather 
about him, and in an effort to soften the blow which brought 
the world crashing down upon his shoulders, inform him 
that his immeasurable loss should be attributed to the 
will of God. A mother grieves beside the pale and lifeless 
body of her only child and the preacher seeks to comfort 
her by saying that the child’s tragic death was the result of 
the will of God, to which she should now resign herself. 
Disaster strikes with the suddenness of the lightning’s 
flash, fortunes are swept away as with a flood, poverty 
stalks menacingly among innocent and helpless children, 
and the whole of it is attributed to the providence of God.

How Satan must grin with sardonic glee when such 
accusations are leveled against the Judge of all the earth. 
How pleased he must be to hear the character of the 
great Jehovah slandered, his motives impeached, and 
his will prostituted by those who affect to be his friends! 
With what great satisfaction must he contemplate the 
ever-in creasing number of unbelievers, which such 
reasoning produces. And, how comfortable it is for 
the casual observer of such instances to blame God for 
what he cannot, or will not, explain in any other way.

The disposition to let God bear the blame is a common 
one and it finds expression in many ways. Wars, famine, 
pestilence and death are regularly laid at his feet. When 
the heavens withhold the rain and the earth becomes 
dust, when crops fail and cattle die, men read in the 
disasters the will of God. Even the law of the land takes 
cognizance of the disposition of men to blame God by 
identifying such tragedies as “acts of God.” Casualty 
insurance policies expressly state or imply exceptions of 
responsibility when an “act of God” is involved. Among 
the contingencies often thus classified are tornadoes, 
storms at sea, earthquakes, and the like. Many contracts 
provide that in the event of an “act of God” the contract is 
unenforceable. An instance of man’s proneness to let God 
take the blame is illustrated in a mine disaster some years 

life ends here. The relationship of the Christ and the church 
lasts throughout this life, and then will last eternally!

Christian Worker: January 1986

CW

ago, in the resolution of which it was officially declared that 
God was to blame! An editorial in an Eastern newspaper 
offered these comments: “Once again God must take the 
rap. In the aftermath of the______ mine disaster a jury 
has solemnly assembled, meditated, contemplated, and 
brought in its unanimous verdict.  God has been convicted. 
According to the jury the murder of one hundred nineteen 
coal miners must go down in history as ‘an act of God.”’

A columnist in the same paper observed that no one 
government, coal operators, mine workers, or union 
officials seemed prepared to look for any other culprit. 
Said he, “It was so easy to blame God. After all, he could 
not talk back. More reverent men might have hesitated to 
reach this verdict. They might have considered the guilt of 
the congressmen who stubbornly refused to enact a mine 
safety law. They might have weighed the responsibility of the 
coal operators who often resist safety mine legislation. They 
might even have studied the role of UMW officials who have 
always seemed more concerned with union politics than 
with human safety. But all that would have involved many 
complicated problems. It was so much easier to blame God.”

So much easier to blame God! Let all of us ponder 
these words  more seriously when  next we are 
disposed to excuse  our  own  neglect, and  to ignore 
immediate causes by blandly  suggesting that  the 
responsibility of all such matters  must be assigned to God.

Christian Worker: November 1992

CW
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The Gospel Radio Network launched in January 
2014 as a 24/7 internet radio station broadcasting 
sound gospel preaching throughout the world. This 
work is overseen by the elders of the Mount Vernon 
church of Christ in Mount Vernon, TX.

For a schedule of programs visit them at
www.thegospelradionetwork.org

Things That Count
Johnny Ramsey  

The apostle Paul sincerely desired that the Corinthians 
excel inn those matters that really counted: 
Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in 

faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in 
all diligence, and in your love to us, see that 
ye abound in this grace also (2 Cor. 8:7). 

He earnestly sought their spiritual maturity. To grow 
up in Christ demands that we “put away childish things” 
(1 Cor.13:11). It is never easy to “go on unto perfection” 
(Heb. 6:1), but we must. The most distressing matter is 
to observe folk who by reason of time should be teaching 
others, but who actually need to be taught (Heb. 5:12).

Some people with brilliant minds do not possess a 
benevolent spirit. Some live in a big house, but they do 
not have a generous heart. Many carry a rich purse, but 
do not manifest rare concern. Unless we have a value 
system based on the principles of Christianity, we will 
go through life without allegiance to those things that 
really count. Jesus made this very clear in Matthew 6:21, 
“For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”

So keen and precious are spiritual values, the apostle Paul 
clearly stated that it would be far better to be defrauded 
in carnal concerns than to lose one’s influence as A 
Christian (1 Cor. 6:1-8). What are those matters that truly 
are valuable that we must always keep before our minds?

1. Using our Time Wisely. Some preachers spend far 
too much time in social visitation to be worth very much 
in the pulpit. The Lord did not intend that evangelists 
roam hospital corridors and downtown coffee parlors 
day after day. It is significant that Paul told the young 
preacher, Timothy, “Till come, give heed to reading, to 
exhortation, to teaching.  Neglect not the gift that is in thee”  

(1 Tim. 4:13-14). He needed to give attendance to growing 
spiritually so that proclaiming the Scriptures in depth would 
profit the hearers in the kingdom (1 Tim. 4; 2 Tim. 4:1-5). 
Every Christian should attend to those who are ill both 
spiritually and physically-but preachers are not supposed to 
do it all! Three centuries ago, Robert Herrick wisely wrote: 

Gather ye rosebuds while you may, old 
time is still a-flying; And this same flower 
that smiles today, tomorrow will be dying.

We must put a premium upon the things that count, and 
use wisely the moments God has given us: “Redeeming 
the time” (Eph. 5:16). “When” as John Donne wrote in 
1600, “My play’s last scene has been appointed, shall I 
look back with serious regret over wasted opportunities?” 
King Hezekiah had years granted to him, but those 
moments were poorly spent (2 Kings 20). Let us use 
each minute to the glory of God and the salvation of 
souls and the edification of the body of Jesus Christ.

2. Contributing Generously to God’s Cause. In view 
of many passages, in both the Old and New Testaments, 
I am convinced that no one will be more miserable in the 
day of Judgment than people who were stingy with the 
Creator. Robbing our Maker of time, talent and money will 
catch up with us eventually. Such attitudes and actions also 
rob us of resplendent joy right here on earth. Jesus said, 

Give, and it shall be given unto you; 
go o d  me asure ,  press e d  dow n,  and 
shaken together, and running over shall 
men give into your bosom. For with the 
same measure that ye mete withal it shall 
be measured to you again (Luke 6:38). 

And again, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto 
you” (Matt. 6:33).

We need to learn that we do reap what we sow in the 
realm of contributions (2 Cor. 9:6-11). God truly loves “the 
cheerful giver. “When it enters into our hearts to give even 
more than what is required (2 Kings 12:4), we are genuinely 
and greatly blessed. A penetrating gospel hymn contrasts 
the benevolent hand of the Lord with our devotion:

I gave my life for thee, My precious blood 
I shed That thou might ransomed be and 
quickened from the dead.I gave, I gave my 
life for thee, what hast thou given for me

People who think they have saved money by selfishly 
holding back from the cause of Christ will realize the folly 
of such a decision when this earth and all that it holds is 
dissolved (2 Pet. 3:11). The message of Proverbs 11:4 will 
ring in the ears of the covetous: “Riches profit not in the 
day of wrath. “Solomon, Ananias and Sapphira, and the 
rich man of Luke 16 have been telling us this for years!
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continued from page 1

Envisioning Faith:  
Lessons from the Bible and its Lands

Lessons by: 
Rick Brumback, Dewayne Bryant, 

Gary Massey, Jonathan Moore, 
John Moore

View them for free at  
BibleLandPassages.org

cryptic and complicated words may sound good in the 
college classroom and look good in academic papers, but 
people need to hear the truth, all of the truth, and nothing 
but the truth. Jesus spoke plainly to Nicodemus concerning 
his need to be born again, John 3:3-7.  The woman of 
Samaria needed practical truths, not hollow, meaningless 
words, so He taught her that “God is a Spirit: and they who 
worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth”  
(John 4:24).   The scribes and Pharisees needed words that 
were clear and to the point, and Matthew 23:23 records 
Him as saying, “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites!’ If you want to be an effective teacher, start 
now by learning to speak plainly, clearly.  Teaching 
does not begin until learning begins. Don’t forget it.

He Never Avoided Controversy
There may be some who go about looking for trouble, 

but that was not Jesus’ way. However, controversy followed 
Jesus in His years of teaching and preaching. It can be 
an easy maneuver to evade an issue, thereby avoiding 
controversy but little is accomplished by such cowardice. 
Jesus was neither cowardly nor contentious, but faced 
issues with manly courage and wisdom. When confronted 
with the adulterous woman in John 8, He was thrust into 
a dilemma, but instead of evading a difficult question, 
Jesus demanded that their deeds must be in harm my 
with God ‘s written law. Similarly, when asked about 
the propriety of paying taxes to Rome, Jesus said they 
should “Render therefore unto Caesar the things which 
be Caesar’s and unto God the things which be God’s” 
(Luke 20:25).  Jesus did not avoid the difficult questions.

His Material Was Practical
Jesus did not speak that which was merely philosophical, 

devoid of any practical use. Jesus parables were not used 
to show off His storytelling ability. His debates did not 
merely provide a means of boasting for Jesus, but opposition 
to error. His miracles were not merely an exhibition of 
magical powers but proved the validity of His words. 
His logic was utilized because God’s truth is rational and 
reasonable.   And the Bible itself is the most practical 
book ever written. Jesus demanded something of His 
hearers (Matt. 7:21). To be Jesus’ disciple demanded total 
commitment to Him. And it still does even two thousand 
years later. He still teaches. He is The Master Teacher.
Christian Worker: October 1998

CW

3. Viewing Death with Optimism.  We live in a morbid 
society. Nearly one-third of all movies have plots that are 
pessimistic and fatalistic to the core. It is a reflection upon 
one’s intelligence to view the grotesque nature of stories that 
deal with monsters and giant insects that will be in charge of 
cataclysmic events.   Could it be that missions are afraid to 
face the simple end of all things as depicted in the Bible, and 
therefore they must invent material that is both confusing and 
repulsive? Spectacular scenery and bombastic soundtracks 
do not impress the Lord, who is in charge of the universe.

Only fervent Christians can look forward to death as 
an angel that transports us near to the heart of God. If we 
live and die in Christ, only good things await us. Truly, 

Death is swallowed up in victory.  0 death, 
where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy 
victory?  The sting of death is sin; and the 
strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to 
God, which giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ (l Cor. 15:54-57). 

As John Donne aptly put it: 
One short sleep past, we wake eternally, and 
death shall be no more. Death: Thou shalt die!

Christians, in vibrant optimism, comfort one another 
in the surety that when Jesus comes again we shall 
then “rise to meet Him in the air” (1 Thess. 4:13-18). 
The next to last phrase in the Bible depicts saints who 
say triumphantly, “Even so, come Lord Jesus. “ These 
are the things that count. Let us ever rejoice in them.
Christian Worker: August 2005 

CW
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