
ARE YOU A STUMBLINGBLOCK? 

“Thou shalt not curse the deaf, nor put a stumblingblock 

before the blind, but shalt fear thy God: I am the Lord” 
(Lev. 19:14). 

Most rational human beings would never imagine such wickedness as to 
cause a blind man to fall, yet they may mock him. How many times have you seen 

someone who ridiculed a deaf person or others who were handicapped? Some may 
be like the children who mocked Elisha (2 Kings 2:23-24). Was it a sin for Elisha to 

curse those children? We are not told, but we can read clearly “Whoso causeth the 
righteous to go astray in an evil way, he shall fall himself into his own pit…” (Pro. 

28:10). 

Even from Old Testament times, the way of an adulterous woman, caused 

many to go astray (Pro. 5:3-5). What about those whose immodest apparel causes 
someone to stumble (2 Sam. 11:2)? Others have stumbled because of alcohol 

(Isa. 28:7). Ezekiel was told to speak to warn the wicked in his way—to be a 

watchman for the house of Israel (Eze. 3:2; Eze. 3:17-19). If the people did not 
listen, they would die in their iniquity, but Ezekiel would not be held responsible. 

Notice how many warnings there are in the New Testament against those 
who would cause God’s people to err. 

 Luke 11:52—Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken away the key of 
knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves, and them that were entering in ye 

hindered. 

 Romans 14:13—Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge 

this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his 
brother's way. 

 Romans 14:20—For meat destroy not the work of God. All things indeed are 
pure; but it is evil for that man who eateth with offence. 

 1 Corinthians 8:9-13—But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours 
become a stumblingblock to them that are weak. 10 For if any man see thee 

which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol's temple, shall not the 

conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eat those things which 
are offered to idols; 11 And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother 

perish, for whom Christ died? 12 But when ye sin so against the brethren, 
and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ. 13 Wherefore, if 

meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world 
standeth, lest I make my brother to offend. 

 Revelation 2:14—But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast 
there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a 

stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto 
idols, and to commit fornication. 



When God-fearing men do not lead the way, they indirectly cause the people 

to err [go astray]. (Isa. 3:12; 2 Pet. 3:9). Our Heavenly Father’s punishment is 
meant to bring His people back, not to destroy them. 

Paul told Timothy to be an example to the believers (1 Tim. 4:12); he was 
not encouraging him to be a bad example—but a good one! Jesus declared, “Even 

so let your light shine before men; that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16). The way we live ought to be drawing 

people closer to the Lord—not pushing them away!  

Many, through their bad examples, are causing others to stumble. 

This very action was going on in the days of Eli. Concerning the sons of Eli, we are 
informed that “Wherefore the sin of the young men was very great before the 

LORD: for men abhorred the offering of the LORD” (1 Sam. 2:17).  

At least Samuel, unlike Eli, removed his sons from their position. Though it 

hurt him, and he knew Israel’s solution wasn’t the right “fix” for the situation 
either. Samuel, hearing of the evil his sons were involved in, rebuked them (1 

Sam. 2:24). The actions of Samuel’s sons were one of the reasons that Israel 

rejected God as their king, for they declared, “Behold, thou art old, and thy sons 
walk not in thy ways: now make us a king to judge us like all the nations” (1 Sam. 

8:5). We see clearly that the sons of Samuel were causing the children of Israel to 
stumble. 

How are Christians causing others to stumble today? When we do not 
hold firm to sound doctrine (Tit. 2:1), and are not concerned with contending for 

the faith (Jude 3), we will cause many to stumble (1 Tim. 4:16; 2 Tim. 1:13). We, 
as God’s faithful, must proclaim truth and mark the false teacher (Rom. 16:17). 

Are Christians failing to practice what they preach? We can tell others 
that the church is the most important thing in our lives, but if we fail to 

demonstrate this by our daily living, our words will not be heeded. If we tell our 
family, neighbors and brethren that the word of God is the most important thing in 

our lives, and yet, spend little time in studying its holy pages, do we not cause 
others to stumble (2 Tim. 2:15; 1 Tim. 4:13)? 

Do we tell others how important Christianity is, and yet, erratically attend 

worship services and Bible studies, and through our actions prove that it is 
really not that important? If your attendance is erratic, are you proving to the 

little ones that gathering with the Saints is important and something you love to 
do (Matt. 18:6)? 

Many are causing others to stumble because they love to stir up 
trouble and will not control their tongues (John. 13:35). Brethren we must 

“follow after things which make for peace, and things whereby we may edify one 
another” (Rom. 14:19), and “let all things be done unto edifying” (1 Cor. 14:26). 

Are you building up the body of Christ or tearing it down? If every 
member of the church were just like you, would the church be strong or near 

calamity? Be a good Christian example in all that you do! “Great peace have they 
which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them” (Psa. 119:165). 
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