
The Christian Woman Who Is Married to an Unbeliever 
 

 
 

Part 1:  Making a Good Home – Kristine Reeves 

 
 
I. God’s will is that His people should marry faithful followers of God. 

 
Genesis 24:3 -- AI want you to swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and the God of earth, that 

you will not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites [pagan unbelievers - KR], 
among whom I am living, but will go to my country and my relatives and get a wife for my son 
Isaac." 

 
Genesis 27:46; 28:1 -- "Then Rebecca said to Isaac, AI am disgusted with living because of these 
Hittite women [pagan unbelievers - KR].  If Jacob takes a wife from among the women of this 
land, from Hittite women like these, my life will not be worth living.  So Isaac called for Jacob and 
blessed him and commanded him, ADo not marry a Canaanite woman.  Go at once to Paddan 

Aram, to the house of your mother’s father Bethuel." 

 
Deuteronomy 7:3-4 -- "Do not intermarry with them.  Do not give your daughters to their sons or 
take their daughters for your sons, for they will turn your sons away from following Me to serve 
other gods and the Lord’s anger will burn against you and will quickly destroy you."   

 
Nehemiah 10:30 -- "We promise not to give our daughters in marriage to the peoples around us or 
take their daughters for our sons." 

 
Nehemiah 13:23-27 -- "Moreover, in those days I saw men from Judah who had married women 
from Ashdod, Ammon and Moab.  Half of their children spoke the language of Ashdod or the 
language of one of the other peoples, and did not know how to speak the language of Judah.  I 
rebuked them and called curses down on them.  I beat some of the men and pulled out their hair.  
I made them take an oath in God’s name and said:  'You are not to give your daughters in 

marriage to their sons, nor are you to take their daughters in marriage for your sons or for 
yourselves.  Was it not because of marriages like these that Solomon King of Israel sinned?  
Among the many nations there was no king like him.  He was loved by his God, and God made 
him king over all Israel, but even he was led into sin by foreign women.  Must we hear now that 
you too are doing all this terrible wickedness and are being unfaithful to our God by marrying 
foreign women?'@ [pagans - KR] 

 
2 Corinthians 6:14 -- "Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.  For what do righteousness and 
wickedness have in common?  Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?" 

 
 
II. What does God think about a marriage vow? 
 

1 Corinthians 7:39 -- "A woman is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband 
dies, she is free to marry anyone she wishes, but he must belong to the Lord." 

 
1 Corinthians 7:12-16  -- "To the rest I say this:  If any brother has a wife who is not a believer and 
she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her.  And if a woman has a husband who is not 
a believer and he is willing to live with her she must not divorce him.  For the unbelieving husband 
has been sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife has been sanctified through her 
believing husband.  Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is they are holy.  But if the 
unbeliever leaves let him do so.  A believing man or woman is not bound in such circumstances, 
God has called us to live in peace.  How do you know wife whether you will save your husband? 
Or how do you know husband whether you will save your wife?" 
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A. If there is to be divorce it must not be your doing.  If your unbelieving mate chooses to 

divorce you, you are no longer bound to that marriage. 
 

B. Where the unbeliever is willing to stay married to you, God’s will is that out of reverence 

for Christ, you be the best possible wife.  God hopes that your Christlike example of 
purity, faithfulness and a gracious spirit will eventually reach your husband’s heart and 

cause him to become open to God’s teaching - 1 Peter  3:1-6. 

 
 
 

 Part Two:  How to Live Redemptively with an Unbelieving Husband 

 
 
I. Teaching  from a website at <http://www.house-of-hope.net/women/sarah/obedience.html> 
 

A. Read 1 Peter 1:1-5. 
 

B. Obedience -- 1 Peter  3:1 -- "Wives in the same way be submissive to your husbands..."  
This scripture applies even to those of us who have husbands whose decisions are not in 
line with what we understand God’s will to be. 

 
Let’s read the rest of the verse.  AWives, in the same way be submissive to your 

husbands so that if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without 
words by the behavior of their wives." 

 
C. This scripture was written to those who have accepted Christ and who have become a 

part of God’s elect.  We have been chosen.  We are chosen for obedience.  Will I 

choose obedience or disobedience to God? 
 

D. God chose us for “sprinkling by His blood.”  Because God knew I would fail in my 
obedience to Him, he chose me for forgiveness , for redemption through the blood of 
Jesus Christ. 

 
E. Questions:  

 
1. If our husbands are not following God in their lives, should we follow their 

leadership?  How does this work? 
 

2. Why is submitting to your husband so important?    Who is the enemy?  
Ephesians 6:12. 

 
1 Peter 3:6 -- Submit and do not give way to fear. 

 
1 Peter 2:23 - When suffering Jesus "entrusted himself to Him who judges justly." 

 
1 Peter 5:7 - Cast your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 

 
Phil. 4:6-7 - Don't worry about anything but pray to God who gives peace. 

 
The only time you are not to submit to your husband’s leadership is when he commands 

you to do something that is fundamentally wrong. - Acts 4:18-20, 5:29. 
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II. Handout from Cornerstone Church website entitled "The Christian Who Is Already Married to an 
Unbeliever" 

 
Helpful Hints for Hurting Marriages. 

 
A. Realize that God knows about your situation - Matthew 10:29-31. 

 
B. Don’t divorce your unbelieving spouse - 1 Corinthians 7:12-16. 

 
C. Let God use you in your marriage - 1 Peter 3:1-4. 

 
D. When your spouse causes trouble, realize where it is coming from - Ephesians 6:12. 

 
E. Pray for your spouse and your family daily - 1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9. 

 
F. Wives, submit to your husband as to the Lord - Ephesians 5:22; Colossians 3:18; 1 Peter 

3:1-6. 
 

G. Be patient. Trust God's timing, not yours. 
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Unequally Yoked Marriages 

We must approach the subject of the unequally yoked marriage from two perspectives. First, we 

will deal with the Christian who is considering marrying an unbeliever. Second, we will discuss 

the Christian who is already married to an unbeliever.  

What is an Unequally-Yoked Marriage? 

In 2 Cor. 6:14 we are told not to be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. This verse is 

more clearly understood in light of Deut. 22:10 where it commands to not plow with an ox and a 

donkey yoked together. Why?  

o The ox and the donkey are two different kinds of animals.  

o Because of their different leg lengths, the ox and the donkey walk differently with 

their strides and paces.  

o The ox is much stronger than the donkey.  

o The ox and donkey think, act, and work differently.  

o The donkey eats a certain weed that makes the ox nauseous if it eats it.  

o The unequal yoke causes the animals to get wounds where the yoke rubs them 

wrongly.  

o The unequal yoke makes the furrow crooked rather than straight, causing the 

plowman to work extra hard to keep the plow and animals in line.  

The apostle Paul uses this example to illustrate why a Christian should not be unequally yoked 

together with a non-Christian. Why?  

o The Christian and non-Christian are two different kinds of people, with two 

different fathers (John8:42,44)  

o They have two different walks, or lifestyles (Eph 2:1-2, 5:8).  

o The Christian is spiritually much stronger than the non-Christian.  

o They both think, act, and work differently.  
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o What they both "feed on" makes the other nauseous.  

o They get wounded because they get rubbed the wrong way.  

o The spouses must work extra hard to keep the marriage in line.  

  

The Christian who wants to marry an unbeliever 

When we are making decisions, God deals with us in two different ways. Before we decide, God 

deals with us in one way. After we decide, God deals with us in another way. If you are a 

Christian who wants to marry an unbeliever, you must first realize that the strongest yoke you 

can make on earth is the yoke of marriage. Once you tie the knot with the person, God will 

acknowledge it as so and will expect you to stay with him or her until death. 

This is why God commands us not to be yoked with an unbeliever, but to marry only in the Lord 

(1Cor 7:39). It doesn't matter how cute he is, how popular or nice, or how great his personally is, 

there is a part in him that you can't see that will make your "plowing" in life very difficult. You 

will be amazed how his "cuteness" disappears when he starts yelling at you. His spirit inside is 

dead in sin, while yours is alive in Christ (Eph 2:1, 5). This will influence nearly every decision 

that you will make, as well as the people you associate with. Because you have two completely 

different philosophies of life, you will probably argue more than if your were in a Christian 

marriage. Don't expect him to get excited about spiritual things and don't be surprised when he 

wants you to compromise your convictions. Christians who are married to unbelievers 

continually have problems in these areas. God wants a Christian to only marry another believer. 

  

The Christian who is already married to an unbeliever 

If you are already married to an unbeliever, you are probably wondering, "Am I out of God's will 

now that I am married to an unbeliever? Has God forsaken me?" The answer is clearly, "No!" It 

may seem contradictory to say it's wrong to marry an unbeliever, and then say you can be in 

God's will after you have married him.  

But remember, God works with us in one way before we make a decision through pointing us 

down the right path. He works with us in a different way after we have made the decision 

through accepting our decision and working in it. This can be verified throughout Scripture, 

particularly in Romans 8:28. Isn't it great to know that we serve such a loving, all-knowing, 

gracious God that when we make a mistake, we are not doomed to live forever in condemnation! 

By dedicating our wrong decisions to God, He will accept us in our present situation and work 

our decisions into His will (Eph. 1:11). He will do the same with your unequally yoked marriage. 

As a word of encouragement to Christians who have unbelieving spouses, some of the most 

loving and blessed Christian married couples that I know started out with both spouses as 
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unbelievers in a totally non-Christian marriage. Along the way, one got saved and then the other, 

and they now have a beautiful Christian marriage. If you are a believer, at least you are now half 

way there! Your spouse might be fighting against God, but wouldn't it wonderful to see him 

saved so that God can do a miracle in your marriage too? Don't give up hope! 

No doubt many of you who have unbelieving spouses have already gone through a lot of 

heartache. I'm sure you have even been persecuted by the one you are closest to. Here are some 

things that will help you when the going gets tough: 

Helpful Hints for Hurting Marriages  

1. Realize that God knows about your situation. 

It helps to know that God understands what you are going through. A sparrow can't fall to 

the ground without our Father knowing about it (Matt 10:29-31). God knew millions of 

years ago whom you would marry, and it didn't take Him by surprise. He desires to work 

in your marriage. 

  

2. Don’t divorce your unbelieving spouse 

First Corinthians 7:12-16 tells the Christian not to divorce the unbelieving spouse. This is 

clear evidence that you can be in God's will while married to an unbeliever. Some of the 

Corinthian Christians thought that since they were married to unbelievers, then their 

marriages were polluted and rejected by God. Paul tells them in 1Cor 7:14 that their 

marriages had the opposite effect--that the unbelieving husband and any children were 

sanctified, that is set apart by God because of the Christian wife.  

Although the believer is not to leave the unbeliever, if the unbeliever departs, then let him 

depart (v.15). You can't make the unbeliever accept Christ and if he chooses to leave, 

then you are not under bondage to him anymore because God has called you to peace 

(v.15). 

  

3. Let God use you in your marriage 

God wants to use you as an instrument to bring your family to Himself. One of the 

primary areas of evangelism and ministry should be the family. God used the Philippian 

jailer to win his household to Christ in Acts 16:25-34. First Peter 3:1-4 tells us that an 

unsaved husband can be won to the Lord through seeing his wife's godly behavior and 

attitudes. A submissive and godly attitude can open his heart to the Lord. 

  

4. When your spouse causes trouble, realize where it is coming from.  
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We have a tendency to look at the person, rather than the spirit behind the person. We 

don't wrestle with flesh and blood, but with demon spirits (Eph 6:12). Once we realize 

that the real problem is Satan, we have a much easier time with the person that Satan is 

using. We can learn to love the person and not take his attack personally because he is in 

spiritual darkness and doesn't realize he is being used by the devil. Remember, before you 

were saved you were also a child of the devil and thought the same way. 

  

5. Pray for him and your family daily.  

The effective prayer of a righteous person can accomplish much. God wants everyone to 

be saved, not wishing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance (1Tim 

2:4, 2 Pet 3:9). Your prayers will make it easier for him to yield to God and more difficult 

for him to continue in rebellion. Be prepared, however, for things to get worse before they 

get better.  

If a person will not willing come to Jesus, many times his whole world will fall apart as 

God starts shaking the idols in his life. He may start taking his frustration out on you, but 

just realize that this is God making him dissatisfied with the things of this world. 

  

6. Submit to him as to the Lord. (Eph 5:22, Col 3:18, 1Pet 3:1).  

You are to recognize the husband's authority over you even if he is not saved. God has 

placed authorities over us to order our lives such as government (Rom 13:1-4), employers 

(1 Pet 2:18), husbands (Eph 5:23) and parents (Eph 6:1). We must obey as to the Lord, 

that is, we don't have to obey if they tell us to disobey what God says (Acts 5:28-29). 

  

7. Be Patient!  

It may take some time for God to renew your marriage, but look at God's timetable, not yours. 

Continue to pray because God is listening. 
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Material below from Agape Christian Singles Website (chat excerpt) 

 

 

Re: raising children between 2 opposing worldviews 

 

 
Posted by Shelley on April 29, 2000 at 02:31:12: In Reply to: raising children between 2 

opposing worldviews posted by Tamara on April 12, 2000 at 09:15:14: 

 

1 wish there was an easy answer to this, but there simply isn’t. You know that you cannot change 

the actions of your spouse, but you can try to balance them with your own. If there is a particular 

time when you spouse seems to be most detached from God (for example, if you know he listens 

to "his" music at 9 each night while he types on the computer), try moving the children away 

from him during that time. Plan an activity for just you and the kids doing something positive for 

Christ. Maybe this can be your prayer time or even just time to go play for awhile at the park. 

(I'm not sure how old the kids are, so you'll have to adjust for age.) Make sure you take them to 

church and try to expose them to other Christian families, for example a Christian home daycare 

instead of a secular preschool. I suggest Dr. James Dobson's book called "Straight Answers" (I 

think that's the title, if not it's something similar ... the Christian bookstore could help you find 

it). Also, if you are like most Moms, you spend a lot of time in the car with your kids. Use this 

time to listen to Christian music that the kids like or to the Christian radio station in your area. I 

hope this is at least some help. If I can help you more, feel free to e-mail me. 

 

singlechristian.net/forums/4"/Messages/74.html  

 

 

 
 

 


