PSALMS
The Hymnbook of Israel

Key Verse: 29:2. "Ascribe unto Jehovah the glory due Unto his name;
wor ship Jehovah in holy dffB} 5
Key Thought: Worship

BACKGRQUND AND INTRODUCTION :

I. Authors:

A.
B.

Contrary to popular opinion, David did not author all of the psalms.
The following authors are named:

l. Moses wrote Psalm 90.

2. David is credited with 73 psalms.

3. Solomon wrote Psalms 72 and 127.
4. Asaph authored 12 psalms.

5. Heman gave us Psalm 88.

6., Ethan is credited with Psalm 89.
7. Hezekiah wrote 10 psalms.

8. The sons of Korah did 11 psalms.

9. The remainder are anonymous.
(as these are often described as oxrphan psalms)

Our present edition of the Book of Psalms is a compilation done by

some later inspired hand.

1. One Jewish tradition ascribes the collecting of the psalms to
Nehemiah,

2. Another says it was Ezra.

3. Still another would credit it to Hezekiah.

About David as lyric writer:

1. He was a skilled musician, I Sam. 16:16-18; II Sam. 6:5; I Chron,
16:4-6.

2. He was an inventor and maker of musical instruments, Amos- 6:5.

3. He was an accomplished poet, II Sam. 1:19-27.

4. He was 2 man of deep feelings and a rich imagination. .

5. He was a true worshipper of Jehovah with genuine religiouys
convictions.

6. His life's experiences were rich and varied.

7. He was filled with God's spirit, I Sam. 16:13.

8. He was inspired of the Holy Spirit to write his psalms,m;; Sam.
23 11-2.,

II. About the Book :

A.

Date of composition.

l. From Moses, about 1450 B.C.

2. Most were completed by 500 B.C. in the days of Ezra and Nehemiah,

3. The psalms had their origin primarily in the age of.David, Hezeklah
and the reLurn from Babylonian Captivity.

4. In days pas liberal scholars sought to place a late date on all
of the psalms, i.e., 500-150 B.C. Today such views have been
discredited and repudiated by nearly all.

5. Some conservative scholars would date Psalms 44, 74 and 79 in the

Maccabean period.
Name.
1. The Hebrew title is Tehillim which means Preise.
2. Psalms is from the Septuagint.
3. Early Chrigtians referred to the book as the Psalter.
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State of the Hebrew text.

l.

"It may safely be maintained that the Hebrew text of the Psalter
has come down to ugﬁ in a rather good state of preservation."
Leupold.

Numbering of the Psalms.

L.

2.
3.

In ancient Hebrew and Greek manuscripts, the number of Psalms vary
as some are joined together as one or longer ones are divided.
Some manuscripts count 147, others 151.

Psalms 1 and 2 are often joined as one as are 9 and 10, and 114
and 115.

Divisions of the book.

1.
25

3.

The Hebrews divided the Psalms into five books.

Each book ends with a doxology except the last. There the 150th
psalm is the doxology to it and the whole collection.
Characteristics of the five books.

a. Book I, Ps, 1-41. With four exceptions the psalms are

attributed to David. The name Jehovah is most often applied
to God.

b. Book II, Ps. 42-72, consists of psalms of Korah (42-47) and
David (51-65, 68-=70). Here the name Elohim is dominate.

c. Book III, Ps. 73-89. Psalms of Asaph (73-83) and Korah (84-
89). Ps. 86 is attributed to David. The names Jehovah and
Elohim are edqually employed.

d. Book IV, Ps. 90-106. Moses is credited with the first, David
is assigned two (101, 103). The rest are anonymous. Jehovah
is the prevailing divine name. '

-e. Book V, Ps., 107-150. Fifteen of these are attributed to David,

one to Solomon. The rest are anonymous. Jehovah is the
prominent name used.

Type of Literature--Poetry.

l o &

Psalms is composed of 150 inspired poems set to music for Israel's
worship.

It is the world's most ancient collection of poems.

" The poetry of the Hebrews has been called "a poetry of friendship

between God and man." Herder.

The Psalms are lyric poetry, that is adapted to music. There is

a great variety in style of composition.

a. Some are odes, i.e., a dignified sort of song which na;rates in
a highly figurative way the facts of public or private history.

b. Some are ethical, delivering solemn rules for life or religion
in a simple manner.

c. Some are elegiac, sad compositions upon mournful subjects.

d. Some are dramatic odes, consisting of dialogues between the
psalmist and others, i.e., friends, priests, enemies, or Ggod.

e. Some are enigmatic, delivering doctrines of religion in
obscure symbols_designed to strike the imagination forcefully,
thus bringing about understanding.

The Psalms (Hebrew poetry) contrasted with the poetry of ancier

Greece,

a. Greece's “"subjects were either a fabulous theology, a false
and ridiculous religion,, Chemirical wars, absurd heroism, im-
pure love, agriculture, national sports, or hymns in honor of
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gods more corrupt than the )X men. Their writr-

O honour superstjir
tion, to favour the most dangeronus angd idegrading passions of
men, such as impure love, ambition, pride and impiety." The
same is true of Latin poets. Adam Clarke.

In 1753 Bishop Lowth of England, an Oxford scholar and professor;

discovered the fundamentals of Hebrew poetry and their use of

parallelisn.

ings served only Lo rander

Style of poetxy--Parallelism.,

L»

Hebrew poetry is not governed by a sense of rhyme. There is no-

attempt to arrange every psalm into carefully measured stanzas,

though a psalm is sometimes divided by recurring refrains.

Their poetry has meter, but it is primarily a thm of sense.

This is called parallelism.

In parallelism the lines are so arranged that the thought is

expressed in different ways by repetition, amplification, contrast,

Or response.

Various types of parallelism.

a. Synonymous parallelism where the second line echoes or expandsg
the first line with the same thought in different words. '

b. Synthetic or constructive parallelism, where the second line
adds a supplement or variation in thought to the first.

C. BAnalytical parallelism, where the second line states a conse-
dquence of the first line.

d. Antithetic parallelism in which the second line is in contrast
to the first.

e. Tautological parallelism where almost identical words are used
in both lines.

f. Cumulative parallelism where the thought grows in intensity
throygh repetition to a grand climax.

Guidelines for interpreting Psalms.

L.

7.

1.
2.

3.

Always seek to determine the historical background of the psalm

and become familiar with it.

Remember that the psalms are poetic in nature. Take into considera-
tion the authox's use of allegory, metaphor, personification and

hyperbole. These must not be understood literally.

When reading, compare the parallel lines for clarification.

Notice the different types of psalms: meditation, prayers, praises,
prophecies, and instruction.

Recognize that many psalms have a dual meaning applying f£irst to
the author and his personal circumstance and then prophetically to
Messiah and his kingdom.

Psalms must be interpreted in the light of the meaning of that day
and culture. Do not attribute to them of old a knowledge and in-~
sight which they did not possess.

Read the Psalms devotionally and practically not only to learn the
meaning but to apply the lesson to your life.

Miscellaneous facts about Psalms.
k

Psalms is not arranged in chronolcgical order.

The Psalter was the first portion of the Hebrew Bible to be
produced on the printing press.

The Psalms are unlike all other scriptures in that in the others
God ie speaking to man, in the Psalms man is speaking to God.
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4. The Hebrew scripiures (and psalms) were divided into chapters and
verses in 1445,

5. Ps. L1% is considered by many to be the greatest psalm of all.

6. 1In the fifth centuvy the Patriarch of Constantinople refused to
ordain mini%sters who could not repeat the psalms by heart.

ITI.Classifications of Different Types of Psalms:

A,

IV. The
A.

Psalins may be classified by their use of the divine names.

1. Book I uses Jehovah 272 times while Elohim is used but 15 times.

2. Book 1L uses Elohim 164 times and Jehovah only 30,

3. Book III uses Jehovah 44 times and Elohim 43.

4, Book IV uses Jchovah alone, 103 times.

5. Book V uses Jchovah 236 times and Elohim only once in reference
to the living God.

Another grouping is:

1. National psalms which speak of the nation's joys, sorrows, triumphs,
and tragedies.

2. Nature psalms which declare God's glory as seen in nature.

3. Royal or Messianic Psalms which sing the praises of Israel's
coming Messiah.

4, Penitential Psalms in which the writer confesses his sins and asks
God's forgiveness.

5. Imprecatory Psalms in which the author calls upon God to punish his
enemies.,

6. Alphabetic or acrostic psalms where the author so arranges his lines
that each begins with a successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet.
See Ps. 9, 10, 25, 119.

7. Miscellaneous Psalms.

Yet another classification is:

l. Instruction, Ps. 1, 19, 39.

2. Praise, Ps. 8, 29, 93, 1l00.

3. Thanksgiving, Ps. 30, 65, 103, 107, lle.

4. Penitence, Ps. 6, 32, 38, 51, 102, 130, 143.
5. Trust, Ps. 3, 27, 31, 46, 56, 62, 86,

6. Distress, Ps. 4, 13, 55, o4, 88.

7. Aspiration, Ps. 42, 63, 80, 84, 137.

8. History, Ps. 78, 105, 1l06.

9. Messianic prophecy, Ps. 2, l6, 22, 24, 40, 45, 68, 69, 72, 97,
' 110, 118,

Headings or Inscriptions of the Psalms.

Value.

1. The headings of the psalms are very old (pre-dating the Septuagint),
but they do not belong to the inspired text.

2. The inacriptions cannot always be relied on. Some are genuine and
represent ancient traditions. Their value must be weighed and test-
ed by the uvsual critical processes and the contents of the psalm.

The inscriptions are of three kinds:

Those which mark their musical or liturgical character.

Those which assign them to particular authors.

Those which designate the particular circumstances under which a

psalm was composed.

Inscriptions explained:

1. Aijeleth hash-ghzhar, Ps. 22, "the kind of the morning." An
Eastern expression for dawn. ILikely the name of a well-known tune
to which the psalm was sung.

W N~
° ®
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2. Alamoth, A9, "maidens." To be suneg Hy fenmale voices.
3. Al-tasghhoen! Pz, 37, "destyoy not." mThought to be the first words
of a vintage sone to which this Dsalm was sung.
4. @Gittith, #3. 8, from the name Gath which msans "wine press." It
eilther refers to an instrument made in Gath or a vintage tune.
5. Jonath elem rehokim, Ps. 56, "the dove of thz distant terebinthg."
The name of a tune t» sing it by.
6. Leannoth, ko, 88, "inr singing."
7. Mahalath, ?s. 52, uncertain, perhaps "dancings" or "sickness,"
likely the name of the tune.
8. Murth-gabben, Ps, 9, "the death of a gon," probably a tune.
9. HNeginoth, Ps. 5, "stringed instruments" accompaniment. '
10. Nehiloth, Ps. 5, "wind instruments" accompaniment. :
11. gelah, used 71 times. Probably a pause in the vocal part during an

instrumental interlude. ‘
12. gheminitlh, Ps. 12, "the eighth' Seems to denote the male voices
Otlluﬂ an eignt-stringed instrument. .
13. Shagoaion, Ps. 7, likely an excited wandering rhythm.
l4. ghoshannim, Ps. 69,” "lilies,", instructions :for singing the song,
15. Song of Loves, Ps. 45, a title to a marriage song.
16. Song nf Asgents, Pss. 120-134, songs sung by pilgrims on their way
to the great festivals at Jerusalem.
17. ¥or the Chief Mugician, Fifty-five psalms are dedicated to the
choixr leader of the temple.
18. Dedication of the House, Ps. 30, for the celebration when the ark
was brought to Jerusalem.
19. Higgaion, Ps. 2:156, a musical note used with Selah.
20. Jeduthun, Ps. 392. A choir leader in David's day. Likely this
refers to a mode of singing adopted by his choir.
21l. Mapkil., Ps. 32, probably means meditation or instruction.
22, Michtam, Ps. 16, uncertain, some think it means "golden,"
V. Additional Psalms Found in the 0Old Testament:
A. The victory song of Moses when they crossed the Red Sea, Ex. 15:1-18.
B. Moses farewell song, Deut. 32:1-43,
C. The song of Deborah when God rescued Israel from the Canaanites,
Judg. 5:1-31.
D. The sSong of Hannah when God gave her Samuel, I Sam. 2:1-10.
E. David's lamentation for Saul and Jonathan, IT Sam. 1:19-27.
F. David's song of deliverance, II Sam. 22:2=51.
G
H
I

f

. David's last song, II Sam. 23:1-7.
. Isaiah's song of the coming restoration from captivity, Is. 12:1-6.
. Hezekiah's song of thanksgiving when he was spared from death,
Is. 38:9-20,
J. Jonah's prayer £from the belly of the fish, Jonah 2:1-9.
K. Habakkuk's hymn of praise, Hab. 3:1-19.
L. Jeremiah's lamentation.
~VI. Theology of the Psalms
A. We read the 0ld Testament now with our Christian illumination. We
must remember, however, that the ancient Hebrews did not so read it.
B, God chose to reveal the great doctrines of the faith to mankind in
successive stages, beginning with the simple promises to Adam and Eve
in Eden. This is called progressive revelation.
l. ©Progressive revelation is a progression from the partial and
obscure to the complete and clear.
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The concept o rection and future 1liZe in Psalms: In Psalms it
is a hope of that whizh mpay be, rather than a zcuviction of what shall
be. 1In Isaiah the hope grows clearer. Ezekiel in his vision of the
dry bones conceives of a resurrection. Daniel asserts a resurrection
in language that cannot be misunderstood. ¥From his time on it is a
matter of undoubted Jewish faith. 1In his resurrection Christ brought

life and immortality to light through the gospel. II Tim. 1:10,
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VII.Problem Areas in the Study of Psalms.

a.

BO

Some psalms are difficult to understand because we have no definite

knowledge of their historical background.

The bitter imprecations of some psalms have been a stumbling block to

many students.

1. "XIf we believe that the imprecatory pasaages are divine, that they
belong to Him in whose hands are life and death, the load is lifted
off and laid upon One who is . strong enough to bear the burden of
reproach." Joseph Angus.

2. "...we are justified in saying that the imprecations in the Psalms,
though springing from a righteous zZeal for the glory of God, and
not for any mere thirst of personal revenge, still are not such as
a Christdian can‘lawfully, in“the hatural sense, use how." “J. S.
Perowne.

VIII.Value of the Psalms:

A.

B.

If you ask, what will I expect to find in the Psalms?, the answer is

everything found elsewhere in the 01ld Testament.

"The Psalms are the epitome of the Bible, adapted to the purposes of

devotion." George Herne.

l. They are models of acceptable devotion.

2. They furnish God's people with a guide for emotional attitudes in
facing the problems of life.

3. They provide additional insights into many of the historical narra-
tives of the 0ld Testament.

4. They provide a penetrating insight into the nature of man.

5. Every great doctrine of the Bible is in some way dealt with in
Psalms,

6. Every characteristic and attribute of God is found therein.

7. Every type of religious experience is touched upon in this book.

"The psalms of David will always be a mine of comfort to the needy and

distressed, and a wellspring of hope for the downcast.”" S. C. Yoder.

“No book of the scriptures, excepulng the gospels, has taken such a

hold on the heart of Cnrxst;&ndom.

Ambrose 0f Milan wrote, Psalms are "a kind of medicine for the salva-

tion of man." "It is the benediction of the people, the praise of God,

the thanksgiving of the multitude...the voice of the church, the

harmonious confession of our faith.,"

The English martyr Hooker wrote, "Let there be any orief or disease

incident unto the souvl of man, any wound or sickness named for which

there is not in thig treasure-house a present comfortable remedy at

all times ready to be found.

Probably no other book has so influenced the turning points in men'

lives, given expression to their deepest experiences, and woven 1taelf

into the very fibre of their character than the Psalms.
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H. The Lord himself died with the words of Ps. 22 on his lips.

I. Psalms is one of the most important 0Old Testament books because it
reveals to us the religion of Israel in *terms of the individual saint's
exparisace.

J. They beautlfully portray the prophetic history of our Lord.

IX. Psalms and the New Taostament:

A. The New Teszstament writers quote from Psalms more than any other 014
Testament book.

1. Thexe are 93 sush dquoies with additional allusions.

B. Of all OLld Testament citations in the New Testament which have
Messianic content, nearly half are from the Psalms.

X. The Use of Psalms in Christian Worship:

A. The Psaltex has been the hymnal of the ancient Hebrew temple, synagogue
and the earxly church,

B. Psalms were sung antiphonally in the early chuxch.

1. At times the congregation sang the verses of the Psalms alternately
in’ two  choirs, one answering the other.
2. Sometimes the first half of the verse was sung by a single voice,
and the other half by the entire congregation.
Psalms as hymns of worship.
1. Thanksgiving 1is the very life of the psalms.
2. BEvery psalm is a direct expression of the soul's consciousness of

God.

3. Other scriptures have God speaking to man, in the psalms men are
speaking to God.
4. "Here we can look into the hearts of all the saints." M. Luther,

D. Psalms have inzpired some of the most noble hymns of the Bnglish
language.

XI. What Great Men have said about Psalms.

. Luther called them "an epitome of the Bible."

B. John Milton: "They may be easily made to appear over all the kinds of
lyric poetry incomparable.,”

C. Sir D. K. Sanford: "The poetry of the ancient Scriptures is the most
superb that ever burnt within the breast of man."

D. Roland Prothero: "The Book of Psalms contains the whole music of the
heart of man, swept by the hand of his Maker."

E. "The Psalms are a mirror in which each man sees the motions of his own
soul,"

XII.Recommended Tools for Study of the Psalms.

A. Exploring the 0ld Testament by W. T. Perkiser, for a general introduc-
tion to the book.

B. Clarke's Commentary by Adam Clarke for an outline study of each psalm.

C. The Book of Psalms by J. J. Stewart Perowne for an introduction to
each psalm.

D. The Treasury of David by C. H. Spurgeon for homiletic treatment and
practical lessons on each psalm.

XIII.Simple Outline:

A, Book I which deals primarly with man, his origin, his blessed state,
fall and recovery, Ps. 1-41.

B. Book II which speaks of Israel's ruin, redemption and redeemer, Ps,.
42-72,

C. Book III which speaks of God's sanctuary and its importance to men.
Ps. 73-89.
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Book IV which speaks of the earth which needs God's blessings,

Ps. 20-1.06,

Book V which praises the word of God, Ps. 107-150.

1. MNotice that each section ends with an amen or hallelujah (praise
ye Jehovah) except for the last section. It concludes with the ..0
psalm which itself is a doxology for its section and the whole book.

OF PSALMS:

BOOK I: :

A collection of psalms primarily by David, makes special use of name

Psalm I, Who Is the Happy Man? Jehovah.
Authior: Unknown
Ethical,
Baclkground unknown.
I. The Happy Man described, 1:1-3.
A. Negatively
B. Positively
IL. The Perils of wickedness, 1l:4-5.
Conclusion, 1:6

Psalm 2, Messiah's Reign and His Enemies.

Author: David, Acts 4:25.

Messianic,

Background: For application see Acts 4:23-31.

I. The Heathen's Rage against Messiah, 2:1-3.

II. The Response of Almighty God, 2:4-6.

I1I.Messiah Recites His divine commission, 2:7-9.

IV. The Pzsalmist admonishes the rebellious rulers, 2:10-12.

Psalm 3, His Unshaken Trust in God in the Face of Hostile Opposition.
Author: Davide-

A devotional meditation £or morning, .

Background: Absalom's rebellion, II Sam, Chapters 15-18.
I. His complaint, 3:1-2,

II. His confidence in Jehovah, 3:3-4.

III.His safety under God's care, 3:5-6.

IV. His prayer for salvation, 3:7-8.

Psalm 4, A song of Trust in God's Providence.
Author: David,

A devotional meditation for evening.

Background: Absalom's rebellion as above (?)

I. He reguests an audience with God, 4:1.

II. He rebukes his enemies, 4:2-5,

ITI.He expresses his confidence in the ILord, 4:6-8.

Psalm 5, A Prayer for Protection against hisEnemies.
Buthor: David ,
Devotional petition.
Background: Unknown.
I. His petition to be heard, 5:1-7.
A, God's attitude toward the wicked, 5:4.
B. His confidence in @od, 5:7.
I, #is request for guidance, 5:8.
ITI.His enemies described, 5:9,
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IV. His inprecation, 5:10.
V. His prayer £or gud's people, 5:11-12.

Pgsalm 5, A Cry o Mercy In Time of 3Sicknese.

ARuthor: David .

Penitential Psalm.

Bacizground: A time oFf serious illness and suffering.
I. His anguished cry £or relief, 6:1-3.

IT. An eavrnest olea for deliverance from death, 6:4-7.
IXT.MHis zoafidence in God's favorable resooase, 5:8-10.

Pealr 7, A Proyer for Protection by God against His Enemies.
Authbr: David,
Petition.
Background: Perhaps when persecuted by Saul, I Sam, Chapter 21-26.
Sung by the Hebrews at the Feast of Purim.
I. BEiz coalident roguect, 7:1-2.
IT. He protests hiu inanocence, 7:3-5,
ITI.A Plea for vindication by God, 7:6-10.
IV. God and sianers contrasted, 7:11-16.
V. His thanksgiving, 7:17.

Psalm 8, Praise to God f£or His Goodness to Man.

Author: David.

Psalm of Praise .,

Background: Unknown,

L. His praise to God, 8:1-2.

II. His question, why has God so honored man, 8:3-5.
III.His contemplation of what God has done for man, 8:6-8.
IV. His concluding praise, 8:9,

Pgalm 9, A Thanksgiving Psalm for God's Justice.

Author: David,

Thanksgiving hymn.

Acrostic in pattern, with the first letters of each line beglnnlng with
successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet. In this psalm two lines are
assigned to each letter.,

Background: Upon the defeat of some unknown heathen enemy.

I. His unreserved thanksgiving to God, 9:la.

TI. His testimony of God's works, 9:1b.

ITI.His praise to God, 9:2,

IV. He praises God's righteous judgments, 9:3-8,
V. He praises God for complete security, 9:9-11,
VI. God's vengence on the wicked is complete, 9:12-17. :
Vil.He calls upon God to vindicate the righteous and judge the wicked, 9:18+20,

Psalm 10, A Prayer for the Overthrow of the Wicked.
Author: Unknown.

Imprecatione.
Background: Unknown.
I. He complains that God has forgotten him, 10%1l.
II. He describes his enemies, 10:2-~11,
ITI.He prays for deliverence, 10:12-18.
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Psalm 11, rust in Jehovah as a Refuge and Defence.
Authors: David.
A psalm of praise.
Background: Probably when persecuted by Saul or Absalom.
in the form of 2 dialog.
I. The Timid counsels of the fearful advisers, 1l:1-3.
ITI. David's reply of faith, 11l:4-7.

Psalm 12, A Request for Divine Help Against the Righteousness.
Author: David.
A petition.
Background: ‘this depicts a time of national moral and ethical collapse in
Israel.

is prayer for deliverance, 12:1-2.

IZ. His prediction that God will punish the arrogant, 12:3-4.
ILI.cod's promise to respond, 12:5-6. '

Iv. His affirmation of faith, 12:7-8.

Psalm 13, An Urgent Plea for Help in Affliction.
Author: David.
A petitione.
Background: unknown.
I. His sigh of anxiety, 13:1-2.
I¥. His earnest petition for divine help, 13:3-4.
II1.His song of faith and hope, 13:5-6.

Psalm 14, On the Univexsal Foolishness and Wickedness of Men.
Authox ; Davide

A Jehovahistic psalm. Psalm 53 is parallel to 14 but uses Elohim.
Background: During a time of national appression, 13:7.

i. The unbeliever described, 13:1-3.

IZ. His confidence in God's judgment, 13:4-6.

III.His prayer for deliverance, 13:7.

Psalm 15, The Terms of Friendship with God.

Author: David -

An ethical psalm.

Background: Psalm 24 probes the same question.
I. His duestion, who ¢an dwell with God?, 15:1.
I1. God's reply, 1l5:2-ba.

IiI.The security of the righteous, 15:5b.

Psalm 16, Jehovah, the Author's Portion in Life and Savior from Death.

Authoxs Davide

Messianic, 1638-1L is.applied by Peter to Christ's resurrection, Acts 2:25ff.
Background: Unknown. '

I. His praver of faith, 16:1.

If. His affirmation of trust in God, 1l6:2-5.
IXI.The blessings of serving God, 16:6-7.

IV. His confidence in God's pxotection, 16:8-10.

Psalm 17, Encompassed by Enemies, David prays for Help.
Authox: David,
Petition.
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Background: Uncertain. , v

T, iis prayer of confilence, »dsed on his righteousness, 17:1-5.

IT. His petition to be oressuved even in a wicked world, 17:6-12.
Ti,rhe epirit of the world and the spirit of God contrasted, 17:13-14.
V. Conclusica. His affirmstion of faith, 17:15. ‘

Psalm 18, Jechovah praised for a Victor
Author: David -
Hymn of Praise and thcnﬁsg1v1nce
Background: Written when God delivered him from the hand of Saul I Sam 22:1,
The pralm is repeated in I Sam. 22:2 51 w1th slight modlflcatlons.
I. Wwhat God meant to David, 18:1-3.
IT. Dangers he had faced with God, 18:4-19.
1II.The divine principle of blessing, 18:20-28.
IV, His glorious victories reeountea, 18:29-45.
V., His than&)g1VLn9 to God, 18:46-50. '

Psalm 19, Jehovah's Work and Word Praised.

Author: David . '

An instruction -

Background: Unknown -

I. ‘The glory of God seen in’ Creatlon, 19:1-6.

IT. The glory of God seen in His word, 19:7-11.

I1I.His prayer for forgiveness and acceptance,,l9:12~l4.

Paalm 20, A Prayer for Vlctory for the King.
.uthor: David-

An intercessory prayer-song.

Background: Sung by the people for their ruler when he was preparlng to enter
battle. It is closely related to Ps. 21. This one is lntercessory,
that one is a thanksgiving.

I. The congregation's prayer-song for their Klng, 20 1- 5

17. The worship leader responds with confidence, 20:6. :

Ifl.7he congregation affirms its faith in Jehovah for v1ctory, 20:7 8

iV, Conclusion: Save, Jehovah 20:9,

Psalm 21, Thanksgiving for Dellverance and Vlctory.
Author: David.
Thanksgiving. . , :
" Background: Written to celcbrate the king's v1ctory in war. A seduel to Ps.20.
"'I. 7The congregation praises God for the v1ctory, 21:1-7. T :
I1. Their wordg of encouragement to the ‘king, 21:8-12.
III.Conclusion, praise to Jenovah_w2lbl3

Psalm 22, A psalm predictihg the énguish of Calveryo
Author: David.

Messianic. It? ‘gives a v1v1d plcture of the cruc1f1x1on. :
Background: A summary of David's persecutions and sufferings.
The Complaint of the sufferer, 22:1-8. ' ' '

II. His petition of confidence, 22: 9. , .
II1I.His suffering at the hands of hlb enemies, 22 :12-21.
A.  His enemies d escribed, 22: 12 13.
B. His personql su;.fellngy 22 14- 18°
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1. This depicts in detail Christ's crucifixion.
C. His last desperate plea for help, 22:19-21.
Iv. His thanksgiving for deliverahce, 22:22-25,
V. He predicts that all men will share in the Lord's blessings, 22:26-31.

Psalm 23, Jehovah, David's Shepherd.
Buthor: David.
A devotional meditation. The best loved of all the psalms,
Background: Unknown.
I. Jehovah is His Shepherd, 23:1-4.
A. He provides every need, 23:2-3.
B. He protects his sheep, 23:4.
II. Jehovah's Blessings are overflowing, 23:5-6.

Psalm 24, A Psalm celebrating the bringing of the Ark to Jerusalem.

Author: David.

A hymn of celebration and rejoicing.

Background: When David brought the Ark of God into Jerusalem. See I Chron.
15-16; II Sam., 6:12-23,

I. Jehovah's universal reign, 24:1-2,

II. Qualifications of those who would come before Jehovah, 24:3-6.

III.The coming of Jehovah into His city, 24:7-10.

Psalm 25, & prayer for protection, instruction and forgiveness,
Author: David.

Alphabetic.
Background: Unknown
I. A prayer for protection, 25:1-3.
IT. A request for guidance, 25:4-5.
III.A plea for pardon, 25:6~7.
IV. His confidence in Jehovah, 25:8-11.
V. The blessings of the man who fears God, 25:12-14.
VI. His prayer of faith, 25:15-21,
VII.His prayer for all of God's people, 25:22,

Psalm 26, A prayer of a righteous man for protection.

Author: David.

A petition.

Background: It seems to reflect a situation in which the author had endured.
some unjust suffering or sorrow.

I. His appeal to God for justice, 26:1-7,

IT. His love for God's house related, 26%:8.

ITII.His petition for deliverace from evil men, 26:9~10.

Iv. His resolve to faithfully serve God, 26:11-12,

Psalm 27, A psalm of unswerving trust in Jehovah.
Author: David.
Instruction and petition.
Background: Unknown.
I. His declaration of confidence in his God, 27:1-6.
A. He relates how God protects him, 27:1-3,
B. He expresses his -intense desire to worship at God's house, 27:4-6.
II. His fervent plea, 27:7-13.
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A, at God will heax his prayer, 27
E. HBis total trust in cod's caxre, 27:
rT His admonition, Wait for uenovah, 27
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Psalm 28, A plea for help and thanksging for its answer.
Author: David,

Imprecatory,

Background: iinkaown.
I. His petition to be heard, 28:1-2.
IT. His ’mp&eCa+1mn on the wicked, 28:3-5,
ITT . Ha anksgiving for answexr to his prayer, 28:6-7.
i

iLs
7o A pxay for God's people, 28:8-9,

Psalm 292, Praise to God for his power as seen in a thunderstorm.
Author: David-
A hymn of adoration.

m

Background: Likely the author was motivated to write this upon witnessing a
spectacular thunlerstorm.

Arn admonition to give praise to Jehovah, 29:1-2,

Reasons why all should praise God, 29:3-11.

L., God's great power as seen in the thunderstorm, 29:3-9.

B. God's grace toward his people, 22:10-11.

ag Bl an

- e
®

Psalm 30, Thanksgiving upon recovery from illness.

Author: David-

A thanksgiving hymn-

Background: The author had been sick tnto death, but God had heard his
prayer and healed him.

The Hebrews use this psalm in celebrating Chanucah which commemorates the

rededication of the temple after the persecution of Antiochus Epiphanes.
His thanksgiving for deliverance from his near fatal illness, 30:1-3,
» He admonishes others to praise the Lord, 30:4-5.
IXX.His past mistake, false security, 30:6-10.
IV. His recovery and thanks for it, 30:11-12.

IO
X

Psalm 31, A prayer of praise and petition.
Apthor: David.
Petition for help -
Backgrounds Perhaps written of Saul's persecution of David, I Sam. 23.
I. His prayer for deliverance, 31l:1-6.
II He exdlts in God's expected deliverance, 31:7-8.
-His complaint at God's delay in responding, 31:9-14.
7. His reduest for deliverance from his enemies, 31:15x18.
V. He praises God's goodness, 31:19-22.
Vi. His recommendation, love Jehovah, 31:23-24,

Psalm 32, The happiness of a forgiven sinner.
Authers David.
A didactic psalm, a penitential psalm.
Backgrounds Written after David's forgiveness for his sin with Bathsheba.
¥ Eam. 12:1-24, Psalm 51 should be read first.
The happiness of the forgiven man, 32:1-2,
The mlgery of the sinner, 32:3-4,
.The pleasant fruit of confession, 32:5-7.
He urges men to willingly obey God, 32:8-11.
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Psalm 33, Praise to the Lord, Creator and Preserver of ALL.
Authox: Anonvmouse
A Psalm of Praise and Adoration.
Bacikgground: When the nation was delivered from heathen oppression,
I. A cail to pyaise God, 33:1-3.
TI. Praise God for his word and creation, 33:4-9,
ITY.Praise God who rules all the nations, 33:10-17.
IV. Fraise God who protecis and provides for his people, 33:18-22.

Psalm 34, A hymn to Jehovah the great provider and deliverer.
Auvthor: David.
Alpnabetic, Didactic.
Background: For a possible background see I Sam. 21:10-15, when he feined
madness to escape the Philistines.
T. His continunal hymn to God, 34:1-10,
A, He uvrges others to praise God with him, 34:1-3.
B. He relates God's protection and deliverance, 34:4-7.
C. He relates God's gracious provisions, 34:8~10.
TI. His lesson of iastruction. i|-17

Psalm 35, a Petition for help against his enemies.

Author: David-

An Imprecation -

Background: This seems to have grown out of Saul's persecutions. I Sam.
24 :1=17. '

I. His prayer for divine judgment on his enemids, 35:1-10.

II. His complaint about his enemy's ingratitude, 35:11-18.

I¥I."His confidence *that God will vindicate him, 35:19-27.

IV. His concluding promise to praise God always, 35:28.

Psalm 36, A song contrasting the wickedness of man with the righteousness -
of God.

Authoxrs David.

A didactic psalm.

Background: Unknown.

I. The character of the wicked described, 36:1-4.
II. He extolls God's mexrcy, 36:5-9.

IIT.He requests God's continued blessings, 36:10-12.

Psalm 37, The seeming prosperity of the wicked and the real prosperity of
the righteous.

Author: David.

An acrostic with each four lines being assigned a letter of the Hebrew

alphabet.

Background: He vindicates the righteousness of God's providence.

. He urges men to avoid murmuring and trust Jehovah, 37:1-8.

I. He contrasts the fortungs of the righteous and the wicked, 37:9-34.

B I

A.. The triumph of the wicked is short lived, 37:9-11.
B. The futility of wickedness, 37:12-15.
C. The advantages of righteousness over wickedness, 37:16-22.
D. The blessings of the righteous, 37:23-28.
E. Reasons why the righteous are blest, 37:29-34.
ITI.His recommendations to his hearers, 37:35-40.
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Psalm 38, A prayer of a suffering servant.

Authors David,

A penitential psalm.

Backagtfound: Relates to a time of physical illness and persecution.

I. His prayer concerning his bodily and mental suffering, 38:1-8.

1x, He relates that frisnds had deserted him and enemies were attacking,

9-14.
1rx. Hls fervent plea for deliverance, 38:15-22,

life.

A d"dac-lc psalm -

Packground:  Tmknown.
. A resolution to bridle his tongue, 32:1-3.
I¥., He pravs for divine help in understanding life's brevity, 39:4-5,
ITI. He acknowledges God's powsr to chasten his life, 39:6-11.
IV, His plaintiff cry for help, 392:12-13.

Psalm 40, He praises God for a great deliverance and prays for further help.
Auvthor: David .
A Messianic Psalm .
Background: Verses 13-17 are repeated in Psalm 70.

I. He praises God for a past deliverance, 40:1-3.

IT. He praises God for his wonderful works, 40:4-5,

ITI.He pledges his faithful obedience to God, 40:6-10.
A

Compare Heb. 10:5-10 for messianic application.
7, His prayer for help and deliverance, 40:11-15.,
V. His request for the righteous, 40:16-17.

Psalm 41, In sickness he complains of enemies and false friends-
Avthor: David .

Di i ctic .,

Background: Thought to be related to Absolom's rebellion,

l. He relates the blessings of the sympathetic, 41:1-3.

IT¥, He pleads for aid in his distress, 41:4-12,

ey I=

Yif.¥is final benediction, 41:13.
Note: The "amen and amen" brings the first book of Psalms to a close.

BOOK_IX. A collection of psalms by the Sons of Korah, David and others, makes
primary use of name Elohim; speaks of Israel's ruin, redemption and redeemer.
Pralm 42, A song 0f the soul's desire for God.

Auvthor: Sons of Korab.

A devotional psalme

Background: Ps. 42 and 43 may originally have been one; some accident
manuscrio ave 1t thus Both of these seem to relate to

he¥e capti v1ty.
I, He rem11¢gues abony j<ﬁt jovs of worship, 42:1-5.
for help in sorrow, 42:6-11.
c

Psalm 43, a prayer for deliverance.

Author: See notwes on ps. 42.

A devotional petition.

Background: ‘The exiles in Babylonian captivity.
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L. EHe pravws the
T i P ~ ey
Lle fll8 DIomLse
IT%.Mis refrain,

Dﬁa]m 44 K oor

Author: Sons of

A devotional psalm of petiition.

Background: Tron the experience vf a national disaster when they had been
defeated militarily.

L. He remsnbers God's pxavidant4 1 leadership of the past, 44:1-3.

IT, Ke pleads with God for renewed help, 44:4-8.

IZX.ide complains that God has allowed the enemy to prevail, 44:9-16,.

N t
IV, He insists on Israel's falthfulness, 44:17-22.
V. He raopeats his plea Tor deliverance and victory, 44:23-26.

he King's marriage.

az first written to celebrate Solomon's wedding, typically
‘ies to Christ and the chuxch.

« The preface, 43
I. The bride-grcom's cha
IT.7he bride in ner bezaut

vnto hexr husband, 45:1

cter and reign described, 45:2-9.
is exhdorted to leave family and friends and come
-1

Zs2lm 45, A hymn to Godthe refuge of his people.

Author: Sons of Korah ,

A song of celebration for a military victory God had given them.
Background: Following a ogreat and perilous battle.
I. dis dec;“"aflnu of faith in God, 46:1-3,

r. reflection on God's protection 0f Zion, 46:4-7.

invitation to men o view God's judgments, 46:8-=11,

Pgalm 47, A ca
Author: Sonsg of Xoral
A psalm of praise ai oration .
Backgrounds: May have been written when the ark was carried up to Jerusalem,
or when God destroyed the Assyrians before Jerusalem. This
psalm is sung in Jewish synagogues on New Year's Day.
I. A call to praise @¢od, 47:1-5.
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Ii. Reasons why men should praise God, 47:5-9.

Pealm 48, A psalm celebrating the beauty and glory of Jerusalem.
Authors Sons of Korah,

A psalm of thankegiving for national deliverance.
Background: When Jehovah delivered Jerusalem from the Assyrians. II Kings
380]00 1927,
T. The glory of the Holy City, Jerusalem, 48:1-3.
il. The consternation of her foes, 48:4-3.
AT His exhortation to remember Cod's bless sings, 48:9-14,

bPsalm 49, The foolishness of trusting r
AQL’OI, Sons
A didactic psz
Bacrground: No

.ches.

1.

¢ the similarity of this psalm to HEcclesiastes.
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T. His invitation to wmen o listen, 4%:1-4.

IT. Wealth cannot avoid death, 49:5-12.

TT¥.7he end of the righteous contrasted with the wicked, 49:13-15.
iV. Man cannot carxy ais wealth beyond the grave, 49:16-20.

Ps

A
(@
-

8 A hymn to God, the judge of all men.
Au k or: Asaph.
a song of instruction.
Background: The psalm depicts a courtroom scene with Jehovah as judge and
all men as defendants.
The heavenly judge in his awesome glory, 50¢l-5.
. The judge's addrzss to the defendents, 50:7-15.
IX.The judge indicts wicked teachers, 50:16-21.
V. Concluding statements to both saints and sinners, 50:22-23.

ﬁ H

Psalm 51, A fervent prayer for pardon by a convicted sinner.

Author: David, .

A penitential psalm.

Background:; Written by David after his rebuke by Nathan concerning his sin
with Bathsheba, II Sam. 12:1-14. This and Ps. 32 compliment
each other.

His prayer for forgiveness for his shameful deed, 51l:1-9.

. His plea for restoration and renewal, 51:10-12.

13T.His pledge to teach others the lessons he had learned, 51:13-17.
IV. The King's prayex £for his nation, 51:18-19.

Psalm 52, David's song of confidence that he would be delivered from his enemy.
Author: David .
An affirmation of faith in God's providence.
Background: When Doeg the Edomite sought to ensnare David for King Saul,
I Sam, 21:1-7; 22:9-23.
I. His invective against Doeg and Saul, 52:1-5.
ITI. The satisfaction of the righteous when they see the wicked fail, 52:6-7.
III.The confidence of those who follow Jehovah, 52:8-9,

Pgalm 53, On the universal sinfulness of men.

Auvthors David,

A psalm of instruction.

Background: A revised edition of Ps. 14. Because of verse 6, some think it
may have been written during the Babylonian captivity.

I. The unbeliever described, 53:1-4.

il. The judgment of the unbelievers, 533:5.

ILT.The author's prayer for deliverance, 53:6.

Pgalm 54, Dav1d s prayer in Ziph while hiding from Saul.
Author: Dawvid-
An ugqent petition for help-
Background: David had been betrayed by the Ziphites unto Saul who wished
to kill him. I Sam. 23:192-29.

I. His urgent prayer for nelp, 54:1-3.
I%. His confidence that ¢od would help him, 54:4-5.
I¥I.His gratitude is promised, 54:6-7.
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A prayer Lor Divine judgment on the wicked.
> David-

An imprecatory psalnm.

Haﬁ“g*CUQﬁ” When Absalom rebelled, II Sam. 16:20ff
and praver for deliverance, 55:1-8.
IX. His impreastion upon his enemies, 55:9-15.

A. Verses 12-13 apply first to Ahithophel who was a traitor to David, but
typizally to Judas Iscariot.

faith brings confidence, 55:16-21.

closing exhortation and meditation, 55:22-23.

SATR XA

I. His plight

Psalm 5¢, David's prayer for deliverance from the Philistines.
Author: David.
A petition for help. 2fHO —
Backgrouncts When David was captured by the Philistines in Gath, I Sam. «ge=dl -
22:1,

]

I. He comvlains that men would devour him, 56:1-2.
£I. He expresses his confidence in God, 56:3-4,
LIX.He describes the actions of his enemies, 56:5-
IV, He voices his hope in God, 56:7-9.

V. He sings his thanks to God, 56:10-13.

Dﬁ
I

Esalm 57, David's prayer while
Author: David,

A petition for help-
Background: When David hid from Saul in the cave, I Sam. 24:1-12.,
I. #His plea for mexcy, 57:1.

I¥. His motivations for imploring God, 57:2-6.

IIT.His resolution te give God the praise, 57:7-11.

ding from Saul.

.\

Pzalm 38, A protest against wicked judges.
Author: David.
An imprecation.
Background: Unknown
I. ™The acousation 1is id uvpon the ungodly, 58:1-5.
IZ. god’s judgment is o&cht 58:6-8.
i1f.He precichs the judgment of the wicked and the reward of the righteous,
58:2-11.
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will deliver him from his enemies.

A petiti@n in a time of sevexre distress and an imprecation -

B ground: When Saul dispatched troops to kill David, I Sam. 19:11-18.
is plea ftor deliverance, 59:1-2.

ET. Hisg complaint about his plight, 52:3-8.
Lil.He forsees the end o the wicked, 59:9
V. His imprecation, 32:11-15,

V. His thankful praise, 59:16-17.

H}

mentation over a lLost battle and a prayer for help.

and petition.
oliowing a battle with Syria, IX Sam. 8:3-14.
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I. #His mournful cry of sorrow, 60:1-3.

$X. His gladsome song of victory, 60:4-8.

III. He petitions God f£or renewed help agaiast the enemy, 60:9-12.

#salm 61, A song of God's providential protection.

Author: David ,

A hymn of petition and praise.

Background: Seems to reflect David's recovery from Abslaom's rebellion.
His prayer for Protection, 61:1-3.

I,

1Z. #is pledge to serve God always, 61l:4.

1XI.4i8 confidence in God's providence, 61:5-7.

iv. His concluding vow, 61:8.

Peoalm 52, A song teaching men to seek refuge in God.
Author: David.

A ?hqactln psalme.

Background: Unknown.
I. His confidence in God's deliverance, 62:1-2.
II. The attack of his enemies, 62:3~-4.
IIT.4Ye reminds himself to be patient, 62:5-9,
iVv. He urges men to trust not money, 62:10.
V. 7The power and righteousness of God are his confidence, 62:11-12.

Psalm 63, A psalm praising God as the soul's satisfaction.

Author: David,

A  Qdevotional psalm.

Background: When David was pursued by his enemy, either Saul or Absalom.
This psalm was read daily by many early Christians when under
persecution.

I. His ardent desire for worship, 63:1-5.
17, His meditation of God's past help, 63:6-8.
IXI7.His prediction, $3:9-11.
A. Concerning his enemies, destruction, 63:9-10.
B. Concerning himself, victory, 63:11.

Psalm 64, He prays for protection against a conspiracy.

Author: David,

A petition and instruction.

Packground: Seems to relate to his stay at Ziph while hiding from Saul.
I. His plea for help in view of his enemies, 64:1-6.
YI. The sure judgment of God upon his enemies, 64:7-10.

Psalm 65, A hymn praising God's abundant blessings on the earth.

Author: David.

A song of thanksgiving.

Background: On the occasion of a bountiful harvest.

I. He praises God for answered prayer, 65:1-4.
I1I. The righteous power of God described, 65:5-8.
[II.His harvest song, 65:9-~13.

Psalm 66, A psalm of national thanksgiving for deliverance.in answer to prayer.
AhthOl: David,
A thanksgiving hymn-

Background: Unknown,



: He reviews thsa OE Israel, 66:5-7,
I1i.He ux i;stszs, 356:9-12.

Iv. He pl
V. His m

ge

adges to God, 56:13-15,

essage =0 his fellows about God's blessings, 65:16-20.

Psalrw 67, a charce to all men of all nations to praise God,
Author: Unknown,

A hymn of praise .
Jackground: Unknowa.

psalm foresees the world-wide scope of the
Christian agn. It forms an ideal prayer for the church today.
T. A missionaxy praysr £oo L nations, ©7:1-2.
IT. His charge te all natlons to glorify God, 67:3-5,
LIIXT.His delight in Cod's graclousness, 57:6-7.

Autinor: David,

A vigtory Qorm praising God

Background: Thought o colebrate the traquortlng of the ark of God into
Jerusalem, Ii Sam. 6:12-12. Messianic thoughts are seen in
©8:18.

The response nf saints and sinners before Jehovah, 68:1-3.

: to worship Jehovah, 68:4.

God that demand our worship, 68:5-6.

ion of past victories of God for Israel, 68:7-14,

Other mﬂuqtaln envy Zion because of God's presence, 68:15-20,

i, od will protect and deliver his people, 68:20-23.

VIL.The proecession bringing the ark to the city, 68:24-27.

VIXI.He prays for national strength against foreign nations, 68:28-31,

IX. He exhorts men to praise the mighty cod, 68:32-34,

X. His benediction, €8:33.

Do

Pgaim 62, A lamentation of distress and imprecation upon his enemies.
Author: The uninspired scribal notes attribute it to David. Many think,
however, that Jeremiah wrote it. Compare Lam. 3:40-66.
A devotional petition.
Backgrounds: If Jeremizh is author, it was when he was cast into the
dungeon, Jer. 3331ff,
T. His cry of despair, 69:1~12.
A, His awful predicament, 62:1-4.
B. His loyalty to God is the cause of his persecution, 69:5-12.
L. His urgent prayer for deliverance, 69:13-21,
A. His dependence on God confessed, 69:13-18,
B. He pours out his heart to God, 69:12-21,
TiI.His imprecation upon his foe, 69:22-28,
IV, His thanks to God for salvation, 69:29-36.

ek
B

Psalm 70, An urgent plea for speedy help against enemies.
Author: David,
A petition and an imprecation .
Background: Unknown ,

I. A prayer for hclp against his enemies, 70:1.

II. An imprecation vpon his enemies, 70:2-3,



Psalins, ©- 21.
TET.His prayer for the righteous,

70:4.
IY. The reasons for his reduest, 70

Qs
s5.

DPsalm 71, Prayer of an aged saint.

Author: Unknown.

A devoticnal petition,

Background: Unknown. Some think 71 and 70 were originally one.
1. A prayer for God's favor and help, 71:1-4.
1T, His testimony of past experiences, 71:5-8.
I1%.He pleads for help against his foes, 7L:9-13.
IV, He rejoices in his hope, 71:14-16.

V. His prayer for help in old age, 71:17-18.
vI. His confidence in God, 71:19-21,
YII,His promise to God, 71:22-24.

Pealm._J2, A prayer for the reign of a righteous king.

Author: According to the Masoretic notes, Solomon is author. Many scholars

think David wrote this psalm for Solcocmon.

Messianic,

Background: Seems to apply initially to Solomon and ultimately to Christ.
A descripticn of the king's reign, 72:1-7.
. His will be a universal reign, 72:8-1l.
IIT.it will be a beneficient reign, 72:12-14.

TV. His will be a reign of prosperity, 72:15-17.
V. His doxology, 72:18-20,

Lo
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BOGK III. Psalms of Asaph and others with balanced use of Jehovah and Elohim;
speaks of God's sanctuary -and its importance to men.
Psalm 73, A contemplation on the prosperity of the wicked.
Authors: Asaph.
A psalm of instruction-
RPackground: probes the question, who is the happy man, the godly or the
wicked.
. His problem stated, 73:;1:3.
'T. The apparent prosperity of the wicked, 73:4-9.
iI.The arrogance of the wicked, 73:10-14.
Ea His contemplation, 733:15~-17.
V. His confidence in God's justice, 73:18-20.
VI, 549 shame, 73:21-22.
VII.His resolution to trust and serve God, 733:23-28.

H!ﬂ54

Psalm 74, A psalm of mourning when Israel was overrun by enemies.
Author: Asaph.
A mournful petition.
Rackground: Seems to have been written at the time of the conquest and
persecuticn of Antiochus Epiphanes in the Maccabean period,
170-165 B.C. Notice 74:4-9.
His pitiful crv of complaint, 74:1-3.
He describes the destruction of the enemy, 74:4-9.
ﬁls appeal for help, 74:10-11.
He contemplates bod s past help, 74:12-17.
H s prayer for deliverance, 74:18-23,
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Pazlm 75, On the certain triunph or/righteous and destruction of the wicked.
Authors: Asaph.

A hymn of instrucstion.

RBackground “ﬁ“S We 3

possibly wriltten at the time of Assyria's invasiop
ys of Hezekiah.

i
raises
1I. ¢Ged's response f£rom heaven, 75:2-6.
inds the wicked of @God's judgment, 75:7-8.
luding praise, 73:2-10.

Author: Asaph.
A wictoxy song.
Background: Upon the defeat of the Assyrian army, II Kings 19:35ff.
Jehovah, the cod cf the Hebrews, 76:1-3.

How God destroyed the enewmy, 756:4-5.

I.He praises God for deliverance, 76:7-9.

IV, Conclusions to be drawn from God's actions, 76:10-12.

ne Victorious power of Jehovah.

Pgalm 77, A song oi lamentation and consolation in troublous times.
Author: Asaph.
A lamentation and ianstruction.
Background: The author derives great comfort from contemplating God's past
deliverances, during a time of hardship.

I. Trouble and sorrows recounted, 77:;1-9,
A, His intention to seek God, 77:1-3,
B. His heavy heart, 77:4-6.
C. His searching dquestions, 77:7-9.
IT. He tells how he overcame his sorrows, 77:10-20.

®

A. He meditated on God's past blessings, 77:10-12.
B. He worshipped his God, 77:13-15.
C He read the scriptures, 77:16-20.

D

Psalm 78, A historical recollection of God's dealings with an ungrateful
naticn,

Authoxr: Asaph.

A historical psalm.

Background: Some think it was written during Solomon's reign to encourage
people to be loyal to David's dynasty.

I. An exhertation to hear and lesrn from history, 78:1-8

11, Lesswns from histoxry given, 78:9-66.
o uphvﬂ§m, an example of unfaithfulness, 78:9-11.
. God's gracious dealings in the exodus, 78:12-31.
. Israrel's sins and judgments in the wilderness, 78:32-39.
» 'Israel's rebellion in the wilderness, 78:40-55.

E, Israel's sins in Canaan, 78:56-66.

IiX.The ascendency of David's kingdom, 78:67-72.

Oy

Pgalm 79, A funeral dirge for Jerusalem.

"Author: Asaph.

A lamentation and imprecation.

Background: likely written at the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians.
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dis promise to praise God, 792:13.

prayer for God's deliverance as in the Exodus.

prayer for the nation as they faced a powerful

g, 80:1-3.
vw&, 833:4-7.
el's history, 80:8r16.

He praises god's graclousness in dealing with a disobedient nation.

Author: Asaph.

A psalm of thanksgiving .

Background: Seems to be a song for the Passover celebration. It reflects
a time of oppression. The author sees Israel's waywardness as the
cause of the troubles.

. His summons to remember the Passover, 81:1-5.

IT. God's message tc his people, 81:6-12.

ITL.Cod's conditional promise, 8l:13-16.

A song rebuking unjust judges.
Asawh,

round: Likely written when Jehoshaphat reformed the courts. II Chron.
19:4-7.

A warning to corrupt judges, 82:1-2.

II. An exhortation to judge with edquity, 82:3-5.

EIIQWH?ea%ered judqments on dishonest judges, 82:6-7.

IV. Conclusio 82:8.

Psalm 83, A prayer that God will confound the conspiracy of the enemies.
AButhor: Asaph,

An imprecation .

Background: Perhaps writiten when King Jehoshapdht was attacked by a

confederacy, IX Chron. 20:1-30

I.Higargent;calld £or help, 83:1-5;

IL. He names-his enemies, 83:6-8.

III.His imprecation on them, 83:9:18.

Psalm 84, The emotions of a temple servant about his work.

Authors Sons of Korah.,

Didactic,

Background: The Korahites were door-keepers and singers in the temple,
II Chron. 20:12. The priests and Levites were divided into
courses and rotated in the temple service, I Chron. 23:1-6.

I. His love for God's house expressed, 84:1-3.

II. The blessings of those who are privil %ﬁged to serve, 84:4-7.

IiI.His praver of praise, 84:8-1l,

IV. The blessings of truating God, 84:12.
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Psalm 85, Thanksgiving for return from captivity and a prayer of restoration

of national strength.

Author: Sons of Korah.

A psalm of thanksgiving. ,

Background: When the Hebrews returned home after the Babylonian captivity,
Sea Neh. 1:3. ;

I. He acknowledges God's former mercies, 85:1-3,
II. His petition for present help, 85:4-7.
IiI.God's reply as given through the priest, 85:8-13.

Bsalm 85, A prayer for mercy, a pledge of faithfulness.

Author - David.

A petition .

Background: Unknown. This psalm is a mosaic of duotes from other scriptures.

It is callaed the Rdaﬂﬂ§,Psalm since it uses that name for God
7 times. Aonal = cpmseioummen o W‘PLCL‘A‘% ﬁf@—“‘f“j Fdlod .

His petition for heavenly assistance, 86:1-5,

His pledge based upon his confidence in God, 86:6-13.
oHis final request for deliverance, 86:14-17.

o
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Psalm 87, The privilegges of Zion's children.
Author: Sons of Korah.
Didactic.
Background: Some see Messianic strains in this psalm
I. He celebrates the praises of Zion, 87:1-3,
L. He sees the future day when all nations will know Jehovah, 87:4-~7.
Esalm 88, A pitiful cxy of one near death.
Author: Sons of Korah .
A devotional petition.
Background: It secems the author has suffered throughout life and is nigh unto
death. “The saddest of all the psalms.

I. His petition to be heard, 88:1-2.
II. His misery is the reason for his prayer, 88:3-9,
II.His guestions of despair, 88:10--13,

TI1
o D .
IV. His great loﬁilness, 88:14-18.

Psalm 82, A song about God's covenant with David
T Author: Ethan the Ezrahite.

Petition,

Background: The author appealed to God to remember his covenant with David
and save fthe nation from affliction., II Sam. 7:12-17. Ps. 89
is considered one of the greatest poetic pieces of Hebrew
literature.

His song of praise, 89.1-2.

God's covenant with David, 82:3-4.

Praise to God for his manifold blessings, 89:5-14.
The blessings of Gud's children, 82:15-18.
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V. The Davidic promisss rehearsed, 89:19-27.

VI. The rule by which David's heirs would be judged, 89:28-37,.
VIiI.The present ruined condition of the nation, 89:38-45,
VIII.His plea for mercy and help, 89:46-51,

IX. Concluding Doxology, 49:52.

ZA 0



collection of Psalms is chiefly anonymous. A number of the

vsalm 90, A psalm on the (frailfty and brevity of human life and God's eternal

nature.

Author: Moses. Rabbinic tradition assignes the ten anonymous psalms that fol-
low to Moses. Moses also wrote the psalms of Ex. 15 and Deut. 32,

Didactic .

RPackground : ?hé oldest psalm. A favorite of aged saints. T and tiese fatlowiny A

T. The eterdity of cod, 90:1-2. o ilory of T
TI., The frailZty of man contrasted with God, 90:3-12.
ITI.A prayer for God's blessings, 20:13.

Psalim 91, A song

Author: Unknown.
A liturgical psalm, i.e., one designed especially for temple worship. Note
the change of speakers in the verses. This is called an antiphonal arrangement.
Background: Unknowne.

I. The safety of a good man, 91l:1-2 (First speaker)

TI. How cod delivers the righteous, 91:3-4 (Second speaker)

11T.The victory of the righteous, 91:5@-8 (First speaker responds)

TV, His confidence in God, 21:9-13 (Second speaker replies)

V. God's message of protection, 91:14-16 (Note that God speaks here)

zbout the security of God's children.

Psalm 92, A thanksgiving hymn for Jehovah's goodness.
Author: Unknown.

A didactic song- »

Background: In the ancient synagogue it was sang on Sabbath morning at the
time of the morning sacrifice, Num. 38:9.

I. Praise to God for his goodness, 92:1-5.

IT, The wicked shall fall, 22:609

III.The happiness of the righteous, 92:10-15.

Psalm 93, Singing the majesty of Jehovah's reign.
Author: Unknown.
A hvmn of praise. '
Background: A theocratic psalm praising God as king, Ps. 95-100 are also
theocratic,
. The Lord's eternal reign, 93:1-2.
T, He rules over the wicked, 93:3-4.
III.God's testimony and his house will stand forever, 93:5.
Pae 94, A prayer to God for vengéhce upon the wicked.
Author: Unknown.
Inprecatory.
Background: Unknown.
I. An appeal for vengéhce upon the wicked, 94:1-2.
1%7. Their wickedness described, 294:3-7.
) A, They are arrogant, 94:4,
B. They prey on the weak, 94:5-6.
C. They are irreligious, 94:7.
ITI.His exhortation to sinners, 94:8-11l.
TV. The consolation of the righteous, 94:12~15.
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94 :20=23,

A song praising God and warning sinners.

Unknown .
A hymn of praise and instruction.
Background: A theocratic psalm. - It was traditionally sung by the Hebrews

on Friday evening to welcome the Sabbath.

« A call to worship Jehovah, 95:1-2.
.. Reasons for worshipping God, 95::

A, He created the world, 95:3-5,

B=° hp created man, 95:6-7a.
nes

Hlﬁ

T ,is our )kerkeed 7 :
IIT.A warning against stubborn

s, 95:7b-~11,
Psalm 26, A hymn of praise to Jehovah the righteous judge.

Author: Anonvmoug,

A song of praise.

Background: A theocratic psalm, pnedlctlve of Messiah's age.
I. A charge to sing to the whole world about our God, 96:1-4.
Ii. The greatness of our God, 96:5-6.

ITT . Bven Gentiles should praise our cod, 96:7-9,
IV. The whole creation bears witness to Jehovah, 96:10-13.

Bsalm 27, A hymn praising the almxghty God.,

Author: Unknown.

Didactic.

Background: A theocratic psalme.

I. -Jehovah's reign described, 97:1-2,

IT. The effects of Jehovah's reign on the earth, 97:3-6.

III.The influence of his reign on both heathen and saints, 97:7-9,
IV, His exhortation to the righteous, 97:10-12.

Psalm 98, A hymn of praise to the righteous judge of all.
Author: Anonymous.
Praise and instruction.

Background: A theocratic psalm.

I. Jehovah the subject of our praise, 98:1-3.

IT. The manner of ow praise, 98:4-6.

ITI.The extent of his praise is world-wide, 98:7-9,

Psalm 29, A song of praise to Jehovah's holiness.
Author: Anonymous.
Praise and instruction. ] /
Packground: a theocratic psalmofaﬂf&Ff#*%Mw P5a,)
I. His declaration of the holiness of God, 99:1-3,
IX. The character of God, a basis for praise, 99:4-5.
ITIT.Great men of the past worshipped God and were blest, 99:6-9.

Psalm 100, A call to all nations to worship Jehovah.

Author: Unknown.

A hymn of praise -

Background: This psalm provides a closing doxology to the theocratic psalms.
I. The charge to worship Jdehovah, 100:1-4.

II.Reasons why all should worxship him, 100:5.
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Psalm 101, Resolutions of a righteous king.

Author: David.

Devotional.

Background: Committments made to God by David. This psalm was recited daily
in the ancient synagogues.

I. Resolutions for his own private life, 101:1-4.

II. Resolutions for his kingdom, 101:5-8.

Psalm 102, A lamentation by a sufferer in captivity.
Author: Unknown.
2 lamentation and petition.
Background: Seems to reflect the situation of the captives in Babylon.
I. His petition for a hearing, 102:1-2.
II. His condition described, 102:3-~11.
III.His consolation in Jehovah, 102:12-22,
Iv. His closing doxology, 102:23-28.

Psalm 103, Praise for God's mercy in pardon.
Author: David.

Praise,

Background: Unknown.
I. A self-exhortation to praise Jehovah, 103:1-5.
II.Rassons why men should praise our God, 103:6-18.
III.Concluding charge to bless Jehovah, 103:19-22,

Psalm 104, Praise to Jehovah for his creation and'providence of nature.
Author: Unknown,

Praise and instruction. .

Background: Unknown. The greatness of nature prompts this hymn of praise.
I. The charge to bless God, 104:1la. .
II. The creative works of God provide a basis for aur praise, 104:1b-0,.
III.His providential-’caredemands’our"pfaise;r104910-;32::“°
IV. His commitment to serve @og Always, 104:33-35.

Psalm 105, Praise to God for his wonderful care of Israel.

Author: Anonymous.

A historical psalm. ,

Background: The poet traces the history of his nation from Abraham to the
settlement in Canaan. The first 16 verses of this psalm are,
also found in I Chron. 16:8-22.

I. An exhortation to praise God for his covenant, 105:1-7.

II. Praise God for his mercies to Israeél, 105:8-45.

- For his goodness to the Patriarchs, 105:9-15.

. For his providential care of Joseph, 105:16-22.

. For his care of Israel in Egypt, 105:23-25,

- For his mighty works through Moses in Egypt, 105:26-37.

- For his mighty work in the Exodus, 105:37-43.

- For his faithfulness in giving them the promised land, 105 :44-45,

HEHOQ D

Psalm 106, A song recounting Israel's Ingratitude for God's blessings. '
Author: Unknown.
A historical psalm. Also styled a hallelujah psalm: note the closing line.
Background: He traces the history of Iirael from the Exodus to the Babylonian
captivity.
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I. His exhortation to praise God, 106:1-3.
If. His prayer for himself and the nation, 106:4-5.
IIT.His confession of the nation's sins, 106:6-46.
A. Their sins in Egypt, 106:6-12.
B. Thelr sins in the wilderness, 106:13-33.
., Theilr sins in Canaan, 106:34~46.
IV. His conclusion, 106:47-48.
A. His prayer for salvation from captivity, 106:47.
B. His praise to Jehovah, 106:48.

BOOK V: Praises the word of God. Majority are anonymous, name Jehovah
prominently used.

Psalm 107, A thanksgiving for deliverance and triumph over calamities of the
captivity.
Author: Unknown.
A, psalm of praise and thanksgiving. )
Background: Thought to have been written for the dedication of the second
temple.
I. His exhortation to the redeemed, 107:1.
IT. Praise to God the Savior of his people, 107:2-32,
A. He saved the famished pilgrims, 107:2-9.
B. He saved those in prison, 107:10-16.
C., He saved the penitent fools, 107:17-22.
D. He saved mariners, 107:23-32,
ITI.Praise to God for his power and providence, 107:33-41.
IV. The use we should make of these facts, 107:42-43,

Psalm 108, A psalm praising God and entreating for victory.
Author: David.

Praise and petition.

Background: This seems to be David's battle song. It is a composite of
Ps. 57 and 60,

I. His resolution to praise God, 108:1-6.

I1. God's promises recalled, 108:7-9,

III.His confidence of vigtory over Edom, 108:10-13.

Psalm 102, A call for vengence on his enemies.

Author : David

An imprecatory psalm,

Background: This was perhaps written against Doeg or Ahithophel. The most
bitter of all the scriptures.

I. His plea for help against his enemies, 109:1-5.

IT. His imprecation, 109:6-20.

III.His supplication for mercy, 109:21-29,

IV. His thanksgiving for expected blessings, 109:30-31.

Psalm 110, A prophetic psalm of the coming Messiah.
Authoxr: David

Messianic,
Background: Jehovah's promise to David that Messiah would spring from his

family, II Sam. 23:1=7. Four of its verses have New Testament
fulfillment.
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Vs, 1 - Acts 2:34-35.
Ys.2b - I Cor., 15:25,
Vs, 4 = Heb. 6:20; 7:15-17.
Vs, 3 - 6 = Matht 23331-32.
I. The Messiah's reign described, 110:1-3.
IX. The divine i cekernal priesthood, 110:4.
1A
L ]

ine
TII.His victories and judg

Psalm 1Ll}, Praise to Jehovah fcr manifold works.

Author: Unknown,

A sonx of exhortation and praise, arranged alphabetically. Hallelujah.

Background:Ps. 111 and 112 seem to be by the same author as both are framed
on the same model. Both are alphabetical, with 22 lines in the
Hebrew,

I. His vesolution to praise God, 11ll:l.

II. The motivation to that praise, 111:2-9.

I1f.The application, 111:10.

Psalm 112, The blessings of the God~fearing man.
Buthor: Unknown.

Didacti., alphabetical, Hallelujah.

Background: A companion psalm to 111

I. His thesis, 11lZ2:1.

I%.. The promised blessings of the righteous, 112:2-9,
ITI.The state of the wicked contrasted, 112:10.

Psalm 113, Praise to God who exalts the humble.

Auythor: Unknown,

A psalm of praise. A halleluijah psalm.

Background: Psalms 113~118 form the Hallel song at Passover by the Hebrews.
113 and 114 were sung before the meal, 115 through 118 was sung
afterwards.

I. His exhortation to praise Jehovah, 113:1.
IXI. When and where to praise him, 113:2-3,
1XT,.Reasons for our praise, 113:4-9°

Psalm 114, A psalm celebrating Israel's deliverance from Egypt.

Author: Anonymous.

Didactic.

Backarounds: Designed to encourage the Hebrews by remembering God's past

help. Part of the Hallel.

I. God's deliverance of Israel from Egypt, 114:1-4,

Ii. The poet's question, 1l14:5-6.

ITI.His charge towvaence God, 114:7-8.

Psalm 115, A song praising Jehovah's superiority to Idols.

Author: Unknown.

A psalm of praise, a hallelujah psalm.

Backgrounds: Likely written after the Babylonian captivity. Part of the
Hallel sung at Passover.

I. Intrcduction: Give glory to Jehovah, 115

IT. His thesis: God reigns in Heaven, 115:2-

III.The idol gods described, 115:4-8.

IV, The benefits of serving the true God, 115:9-16.
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V. Their cath of loyalty to Jehovah, 115:17-18.
Psalm 116, A song thanking ¢od for deliverance from death.
Authozr: Unknown.
A &haqk =giving hymn and a J
Backoround: Sung during Passover as part of the Hallel.
I. His profession of love for Jehovah, 116:1-2.
T He recalls his deliverance from death, 116:3=8.
IZI.His pledge to serve God always, 116:9-19,

,{.,

Psalm 117, A summons to the nations to worship Jehovah.

Ahtho#g faknown,

Praise, a hallelujah psalm,

Background: Thiz psalm was used for the opening and closing of temple worship.
It is the shortest chapter of the Bible, also the middle chapter.
Its univexsal nature looks forward to the Christian age.

I. The charge to prailse ueawvahg 117:1.

1L, Reasons for our praise, 117:2.

Psalm 118, A song of thanksgiving for the Lord's goodness and salvation.
Authors Unknown.
Thanksgiving and praise.
Background: A part of the Hallel used at the Passover. This is likely the
hymn that Christ and the apostles sung before leaving the
upper room. Matt. 26:30.
Verses 22-~26 are prophetic of Christ.
Psalm 118 was a song of defiance sung by early Christians wh.
pressured to pavticipate in Emperor worship.
The psalm describes worshippers going to the temple to offer
animal sacrifices, vs., 19-27.

The exhortation to praise God, 118:1-4.

T. He relates his experience under God's hand, 118:5-18.

IT.The sacrificial service vf thanksgiving for God°s blessings, 118:19-29,

Psalm 1i2, A sulogy to the Holy Scriptures.

cthors Unknown. Ancient Hebrews ascribe it to Ezra.

An alphabetic psalm. There are 22 stanzas of 8 verses each, arranged by the
Hebrew alphabet. All the verses of each stanza begin with the same letter in
the original.

Backgrounds Seems to have been designed as a manual for meditation and

persocnal spiriftual development.
All verses save four mention God's word,
The longest chapter of the Bible.
I, The joy of walking in God“s precepts, 119:1-8,
regolution to keep God's law, 1ll92:2-16.
t fulness to the law affords strength in persecution, 119:17-24.
affliction he seeks a deeper insight into God's word, 119:25-32,
V. A prayer for understanding and guidance, 119:33-40.
VI. A prayer for grace and courage, 119:41-48.
Vii.God's word sustains one in affliction, 119:49-56.
VIIL He keeps God's precepts and fellowships God's people, 119:57-64.
IX. tod's goodness drives him to the word, 119:65-72,
X. God's deliverance of his servant comforts others, 119:73-80.
XI. In persecution he finds hope in God's word, 119:81-88.
XiI.He praises the immutability of God's word, 119:89-96.
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XIZIX.The law of God imparts wisdom, 119:97=104.

XiV.He vows his fidelity to God's woxrd, 119:105-112.

XV. He prays for strength to ke loyal to God's word, 119:113-120.
XVI.He commits his cause to God and clings to his word, 119:121-128,
XVIL.The blegsings of God's word, 119:129-136.

XVIXIi.God's law commands the deepest reverence, 119:137-144,.

XiX.The word guides us in trouble, 119:145-152, |

XX. Surrounded by his enemies, he lcoks to God to revive him, 119:153-160.
XXI.He has both loved and kept God's law, 1129:161-168.

XKXIT.He prays for insight into God's word, 119:169-176.

NOTE: Fsalms 120-134 axe called "songs of ascent." This meaning of the
expression 18 cbscure. It likely denotes songs sung when pilgrims
went up to Jerusalem to worship.

Pgalm 120, A petition for deliverance from the wicked.

Author: Unknown.

A song of complaint and petition.

Background: Written by one under severe attack by treacherous enemies. A
song of ascents.

I. His prayer for deliverance, 120:1-2.

IT. His vindictive against liaxrs, 120:3-4.

IIT.His complaint about his circumstances, 120:5-7.

Pgalm 121, He praises God for his providential help.
Author: Unknown.

A didactic song.

Background: A song of ascents.

I. His faith and trust in Jehovah, 121:1-2,

I, The safety of all that fear God, 121:3-8.

Psalm 122, A prayer for the peace of Jerusalem.
Author: David.

Didactic.
Background: a song of ascents.

His joy in worship, 122:1-2,

L.

IT. His love for Jevusalem, 122:3-5,

III.#is exhortation to pray for Jerusalem, 122:6-7.
7

IV¥. His vow to pray for her, 122:8-9,

Psalm 123, A fervent plea for divine help.

Authoxr: Unknown.

A petition,

Background: Seems to have been written by an exile in Babylon, or in
Nehemiah's day. A song of ascents.

ith declared, 123:1~2,

ea for mexrcy, 123:3-4.

Psalm 124, He praisesg God for rescue from near disaster.
Author: The magseretic notes attribute this to David. Some scholars would
associate it with the Hebrew's deliverxance from Haman in Esther's day.
Thanksgiving praise.
Background: It may describe how God saved Israel from annhilation through
Esther.. A song of ascents.
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I. He acknowledges the divine deliverance, 124:1-3,
IT. The extent of their dangers, 124:4-5.

ITT.The closeness of thelr escape, 124:6-7.

IV, The lesson to remember, 124:8,

Psalm 125, A hymn celebrating Jehovah's protection.
Author: Urknown.
Didactic.,
Background: Likely based on the oppositdons. faced by Nehemiah in rebuilding
Jerusalem. Neh., 5:10-18. A song of ascents.

T. The safety and security of those who trust in Jehovah, 125:1-2,
ii. His faith in deliverance, 125:3.

TII.His prayer for the righteous, 125:4.

IV. The destiny of the wicked, 125:5.

Psalm 126, B song of thanksgiving for the restoration from captivity.
Author: Unknown.

Thanksgiving.

sackground: Celebrates the return of Israel from Babylonian captivity.

II Chron. 36:22. A song of ascents.

I. He celebrates their deliverance by Cyrus, 126:1-3,
I7. He prays for other captives not yet freed, 126:4-6.
Psalm 127, A song about Jehovah the Provider and Protector of his people.
Author: Solomon.

Didactic.

Background: A song of ascents.
I. The importance of God's blessings in the home and state, 127:1-2.
II. Children are a divine gift and blessing, 127:3-5.

Psalm 128, The domestic blessings of those that fear Jehovah.
Author: Unknown.
Didactic.
Background: This theme is really dealt with in the psalms. A song of ascents.
His beatitude, 128:1.
. The domestic rewards for faithfulness, 128:2-4.
I7T.His prayer for his fellow-citizens, 128:5-6.

I,
ir

Pgalm 129, A prayer for the defeat of Israel's enemies.
Author: Anonymous.
Imprecatory.
Background: The author reflects on past afflictions of the nation and then
utters an imprecation against the enemy. A song of ascents. This
psalm is very similar to Ps. 124,
I. The unsuccessful malice of their enemies, 129:1-4.
J1. Zion's enemies shall fail, 129:5-8.

Fsalm 120, The cry of a soul overwhelmed with a burden of sin.
Author: Unknown.
A penitential psalm.
Background: The author feels a heavy burden of sin and pleads for mercy.
This psalm reflects the grace of the New Testament gospel.
I. His plea for an audience, 130:1-2.
IX. He sees grace as his only hope, 130:3-4.
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I1i.He expresses patience and hope, 130:5-6,
IV. His exhortation to God's people, 130:7-8.

Pgalm 131, A song cf humble trust in Jehovah.
Authors David,

Devotional,

Background: A song of ascents. :

He confesses his humility, 131:1.

o His confidence in God, 131:2,

ITI.His exhortation, 131:3.

PRy
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Psalm 132, A prayer for God's blessings on the sanctuary.

Author s Unknown.

A petition for divine help.

Background: Likely written at the time of the dedication of Solomon's Temple,
IT. Chron. 5 ard 6.

i. A praver reminiscing Dawid's pledge to build the temple, 132:1-5.

II. He briefly traceées the history of the Ark, 132:6-10.

ITT.Goed responds reaffirming his pledge to David, 132:11-18.

Psalm 133, A song praising the beauty of brotherly unity.
Authors David.
Pidactic.
Backgrcund: A song of ascents.
I. A call to consider the virtues of unity, 133:1.
II. He poetically describes brotherly unity, 133:2-3.
A, Religious beauty, 133:2.
B. The beauty of nature, 133:3.

Pgalm 134, A psalm greeting the temple night watchers.

Author: Unknown.

Didactic.

Background: Seems to have been sung to greet the priests and Levites who did
night service at the temple. 1A song of ascents.

I. The exhortation to the priests and lewvites, 134:1-2.

1Z. The priests bless the people, 134:3.

Psalm 135, A psalm praising Jehovah and ridiculing Idols.

Authors: Unknown.

Praise and instruction.

Background: This psalm is a composit of several other scriptures. It is a

hallelujah psalm.

I. A call to the priests to praise God, 135:1-2.
IT. Motives for praising God, 135:3-14.

II1I.Jehovah contrasted with the idols, 135:15-18.

IV. His exhortation to all Israel to praise God, 135:19-21,

Bsalm 136, Thanksgiving for Jehovah's eternal loving kindness.

Author: Anonymous.

A historical psalm, to be sung antiphonally.

Background: Sung at the opening of the Passover. It traces the work of God
from creation to Canaan.

I. An exhortation to praise God, 126:1-3. .

Ti. A declaration of God's gocdness and majesty, 136:4-9.
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ITI.A praise to God for his providential care of Israel, 136:10-25,
IV. Concluding praise, 136:26.

Psalm 137, A sorrowful song of thgq exiles in Babylon.
Author: Unknown.
A devotional psalm and imprecation.
Background: Written by a returned exile from the Babylonian captivity.
I. His reminisence of the captivity, 137:1-3,
IT. Their loyalty to God and their nation, 137:4-6,
I1TI.His imprecation, 137:7-9.

Psalm 138, A song of thanksgiving for divine favor.
Author: David.
A thanksgiving hymn.
Background: God's promise to bless David's dynasty and predictive of
Messiah's reign, II Sam. 7.
I. His vow of thanksgiving, 138:1-3,
1¥. His prophecy of the Christian Age, 138:4-6.
I1T.His confidence in God's salvation, 138:7-8.

Psalm 139, A song praising the all wise, all powerful God.
Author: David.
A didactic song of praise.
Background: A beautiful poetic description of developing -1ife in the womb.
I. God's great knowledge praised, 139:1-6.
II. God's omnipresence praiseéed, 139:7<12."
IITI.God's creative power praised, 139:13-18.
I¥. His abhorence of the wicked, 139:19-24,

Psalm 140, A prayer for protection against evil men.
Author: David,

A petition and imprecation.

Background: When David was persecuted by Saul.
I. He pleads for deliverance from the wicked, 140:1-5.
1I. He relates his positive prayer, 140:6-8.
I1I1I.His imprecation, 140:9-10.
IV. His moral or proverb, 140:11-13.

Psalm 141, A prayer for protection.

Author: David

A, devotional petition.

Background: Seems to relate to Absalom's rebellion.

I. His prayer, 141:1-2,

I1. His request for divine help in doing right, 141:3%-4.
IITI.His response to the correction of the righteous, 141:5.
IV, His faith in the outcome, 141:6.
V. He describes the nation's condition, 141:7.
VI. His plea for heavenly protection, 141:8-10.

Psalm 142, A prayer for deliverance in troublous times.
Author: David. _

A petition and instruction.

Background: When persecuted by Saul, I Sam. 22:1; 24:3,.
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I. He describes his conduct when in trouble, 142:1-2.
IL. He declares his predicament, 142:3-4.

I1X.His prayer for deliverance from prison, 142:5-7.

Psalm 143, A penitent cry for help.
Ruthor: David.
A petition and devotion. A penitential psalm.
Background: Possibly when pursued by Absalom.
I. His petition for a hearing, 143:1-6.

A. His problem, 143:3,

B. His state of mind, 143:4.
IT. His request for heavenly mercies, 143:7-11.
IIX.The basis for his request, 143:12.

Psalm 144, A battle hymn.
Authors: David.
Prayer and praise.
Background: A hymn requesting God's providential help in a war. This psalm
is a composit of other psalms.
I. His thanksgiving, 144:1-4.
II. His request for divine intervention, 144:5-11.
IIT.A discourse on happiness, 144:12-15.

Psalm 145, A hymn of praise for God's goodness.

Author: David,

A hymn of praise and adoration.

Background: Arranged alphabetically. Called the "tehillah Psalm," i.e.,

a hymn of praise. The last of David's psalms.

I. His vow to God, 145:1-2.

II. He celebrates God's greatness, 145:3-9.

III.God's works praise him, 145:10-13.

IV. God's mercies to men praise him, 145:14-20.
V. The author's concluding praise, 145:21.

Psalm 146, Praise to Jehovah for his abundant help.

Author: Unknown.

2 hallelujah psalm, praising the Lord.

Background: This and those following are thought to be the work of those
who returned from Babylonian captivity.

I. His resolution to praise Jehovah, 146:1-2.

IIZ. R warning against trusting men, 146:3-4.

III.A beatitude, 146:5-7. -

IV. Reasons for the foregoing blessings, 146:8-10.

Psalm 147, Praise to God for the restoration of Jerusalem.

Author: Unknown.

A hallelujah psalm.

Background: Réflects the joy of the returned exiles when Jerusalem was
rebuilt. See Neh. 12:27-43,. '

I. He praises God for his goodness to Jerusalem, 147:1-3.

ITI. God'’s judgments are sure, 147:4-6.

ITI.He extols God's providential care of those who fear him, 147:7-1l.

IV. He praises God for protecting Jerusalem, 147:12-14.
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V., He extols God's providence in nature, 147:15-18.
7I. He glories in God's word, 147:19-20.

Psalm 148, A psalm urging all creation to praise God.
Authors Urknown.
2 hallelujah psalm.
Background: The epitome of Hebrew praise. Our hymn, Let Them Praises Give
Jehovah is an adaption of this psalm.
I. "The praise of God in heaven, 148:1-6.
A. Reascons for that praise, 148:5-6.
1T, The praise of God upon the earth, 148:7-14.
A. Reasons for the praise, 148:13-14,

Psalm 149, The whole nation charged to praise God.

Author: TUnknown.

A hallelujah psalm.
~ Background: This appears to be a victory song.

A misuse of this psalm by Casper Sciopius in his "Clarion of the Sacred war"
inflamed the Catholic princes of Europe to launch the Thirty Year's war.
Thomas Munster used it to launch the Peasant's War in Germany.

I. Praise Jehovah for past blessings, 149:1-4.
ITI. Praise ¢od for future victories, 149:5-9,

FPgalm 150, the concluding praise of the Book,
Authors Unknown.
A hallelujah psalm.

Background: As each of the previous books of Psalms ended with an
appropriate benediction, so this psalm brings the entire
series to an end.

The Rabbis taught that there were thirteen attributes of God
therefore the thirteen praises of this psalm.

I. Praise God with the voice, 150:1-2,
I¥Z. Praise God with musical instruments, 150:3-5.
IIZ.Let all of creation praise God, 150:6,

2

SSONS TO REMEMBER:

1. May we not only admire the beauty, but acknowledge the power of sacred

poetry and songs.

May we always worship Jehovah in the beauty of holiness.

3, Let us strive to capture in our lives to imitate_ fellowship with God
which David knew.

4., Remember to utilize these great hymns as food for your soul and especially
in hardships and sorrows.

5. "Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, loud and clear to all the world."
10732, _

6. May we always be found praising God as was David.

7. Let us always give glory to God for his omnipotence.

8. Newver neglect this gold mine of precious truth in your preaching,
teaching and devotional life.

9, Although David could call for the bitterest curses upon his enemies, we
live under the law of Christ which teaches us to do our enemies good.
Rom, 12:17-21.

10. While the Hebrew could praise God acceptably with harp, pipe and symbol,

ouxr New Covenant only authorizes us to sing. Eph. 5:19.

N
.
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11. May we always love and cherish the word of God like the writer of Psalm
119 did.,

12. Let us love the Lord's church with that degree of devotion expressed in
Psalm 84.

13. In our old age, may we remain loyal to our God as the psalmist described
himself in Psalm 71.

14 . How good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.
Psalm 133:1.

15. Except Jehovah build the house they labor in vain who build it. Ps. 127:1.

16. Children are a heritage of Jehovah; and the fruit of the womb is his
reward, Ps. 127:3.
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TAKE HOME TEST on PSALMS
How many psalms did David write?
13
Name and identify the five divisions of the book of psalms.
Book T, fsa. i-4l Rdok L, PsA. 90106

Beek L, Psa - 2= 72 BookT, VsA, 107-1S0
Boow L, 5473~ 84 |

What is the key verse of psalms?
Z9: 2 /”6,;“5
which psalms did Solomon write?
92 ¥ 127
What is a "song of ascent™?
Qe srueg e ,)4:,«.;7 /u71/-ﬁv quum&u. for wochip
Define Imprecatory.
m,é(;;j poe Aod B /ymu;'{\ St
Which Psalm did Moses write?
70
Tdentify two historical psalms.
78, 105, 106 v
How often are the psalms quoted in the N.T.?
?Z Dovvs § art@er o gy mm\ aT wdnyfa
Were all the psalms written in David's day? NO. Explain.
Spme wit wallee po eaidy as 1950 BC, (Meres); SVhsco pevheps oo L6 T
as Un Maceotean ,thu\m'( :
What 0.T. background verse tells about Davids inspiration to write such
scripture? 2 S~ 2311, 2.

Another term for "Blessed” in 1l:1 is happey, .
LBUAST

Explain Hebrew parallelism. R :
& aduylnn 71 Awate ; o phich oo Thoughl .tﬂmwd PR aﬁﬂfbm( wer .fu}wm.ﬁ canioof, Lhe .

psalms 2 is quoted thrice in the N.T. Identify which vs. in the psalm
and where it is quoted. v.7. el .1y Aers 32353 Heb 535

Where would I read the background for Ps.3?
g7 Sam, 15 - 1Y
Define "Selah”. X -
a  wensceal wsluwdion /ua(}u-b«"? micating n ot
What is "Nehiloth® the heading of Ps.5?
What is "Sheminith" of Ps.6? )
“The e WA Y- /WWM.&J ey poiosy ev an §- Alugd aslrnsasont
What was the occasion of Ps.6?
.&:ﬂ( .41/71'{14"’:/:3’ i Mw% LM&'LM)“
Identify the "pentential” psalms.
6, 32,34, 51, joz, 130, (43
What is the background of Ps.7? Scripture and event.

/)X/VMLWT(:M /») Sauk o | Soum 21— 26

Define "Shiggaion®™. .
ayeled , W&W?/»&%ﬁl_

When do the Jews sing, Ps.77?

Vo of Punioe.
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V24,

v25.

27 -

=28,

219

30.

3.

32.

=33,

34.

35..

36.

37

38.

v39,

40.

41.

42.

43,

44 .

P
e a.{)-mwt‘ (
In Ps.7:11-16 who is speaking? Where?

/@M(, va I/'/3)' ey b 1y -lé
Where is Ps.8:2 spoken in the N.T,?
MEt 210165 [ Cou f126-29
Where is 8:4-5 used in the N,T,?
Meb. 2 :6 -9
Explain the difference in wording in the O0.T. and N.T.
N, Mu’@» a}/JiL» 7},«La&;( f«tdvm (%,»'c:a?b;«f ;@ /i.f/\«u‘jL hamalolai -

What great scientific discovery was made from a study of this psalm?
r a’[m Nearr — cuniesdo, aund /M,’W, W(&ch/ wtweth cedann //k\ﬁ\ Tawsl - v.¥
What is an Acrostic?
ovaJc:tf /&JZ&.V u‘f— /Qu\uzr /)Jwé( Bt g et weeda; oo A}Lf/ita,(p sl /)zwwc,c_- .
What does 9:11 tell us about the date of writing of this psalm?
W"LLU;J. .M&u_ CWLC;‘ (}Zl/(ﬂ/\ 5"“’/'2 trey [)’(u :.'{’ .;t,\ ‘}v/}e/u Aalor .
Explain the usage of the word Sheol‘by the Hebrews 3 usages.
f?‘uw{ ; AedOh y /Vwmj weld

Define "contemneth”.
/,.QLL—M , ar helds, cc L(};.L:U_uv’i/r -
Who is David quoting in 11:1-3?
fracfel adpirara
What kind of situation is depicted in Ps.12?
,Mdzi;m(’ cpceX g ,eZA&-af c&l(’w,
Give an outline of Ps.13.
. Sy of m-}b&v&; /-2
L. Pelilise fou divinn bedp 24
T, S&va ;,/ /facﬂ ad lta?af 5-6
What does "fool" literally mean in Ps.14:17?
Mo il & wited gk .
What other psalm is parallel to Ps.14?
g3
Where is Ps.14:3 found in the N.T.?
/()(L‘Au. /!28’; 239, 10
What other Psalm asks the same gquestion as 157?
How many regulations did Moses' law contain? ps.l15
b(3
Define "Michtam" of David, Ps.l6.

/){U,ﬂ/u,\ 5{(&(»&7 tb‘lf/“( /Vmgx/z;y ,/M\

What part of 16 is Mesganic and where is it quoted in the N.T.?
F-0 (il 2:254
What significant lesson did we learn about this N.T. quote from Ps.l16?

6’/A/\A‘/V/‘ 0&0{ M&HL ?4’ -%_ #@1({ ’((,H_ql‘a-ﬂc(&ﬂa . Ha&ﬁq_ = g{ﬁ(b(
What is "the apple of the eye"? (give the literal meaning and its symbolic

meaning) ].7‘:8 :M A @/m M)\\«(H‘ = /L((//,GGCUM Nelin u.:v MA;( a% J?,L g
/)%wémc{((auy — (&LU‘G‘(/;& ’ :(!: (L close b fia ,eo/JL .



Take home test - Psalms 3

45, What is the lesson of contrast in 17:14-157? _
/7 /,,afsz &/— ARG sl/; U wreld / caliarid sl sy (}7@4%« mzmna) novod 04 /J?’)MA/C&[ /umuu[lﬁ»)
46. What are the background verses of Ps.18?

47. Where is 18:49 quoted in the N,T.?
R 159 ; Meb 2:12

48. How does the day "utter speech” in Ps.19:2-3?

eclprs WL 7& 44/4‘6( wﬁ\g, b dawww:uj ({ﬂg a/«bi 4';,7
49. What is the meaning of "fear of Jehovah" in 19:9?
X~ | nercence,  word of dod o This parage . STy parallels -
50. Where could I find information about presumptous sins? 19:13

_/V/l/bm « 15 s

51. Describe the background for Ps.20 and 21.

,M /gz?, i,ﬁ,@aa& ,ﬂvﬁ&@\. //Zm7 i w/lu,“ /VU.JZMA:;Li ’[ﬂ& 45\;6(;(('. ﬂ)/a 7c‘> th{ . Cf«&' MTL‘&~

é{ ha vfc'_f:wg /P.av 1—/)

52. point out the different sections of Ps.20 and who was speaking in each?

s ;()wtguj«@} i~ ey fer }1«“7 (-5 qr. .C_bM«:_ a//«':w /-»\JK 7-%
I WW &_uim /w,jwuciw 2 jJ/T M%ﬁ@l& c.g“caué% ) cha, ée/(»tuww(« ,’

53. What is "aijekeleth hash-Shabar" in Ps.22?
T hinvd o/» Tl W&Wﬂ; B ool o /m&, ”da.u;-v\:(

54. Go through Ps.22 and note the Messianic prophecies in detail and point
out their fulfillment.

Vi, ,,udm?!?/ [ma @lf/ufvfff Ve 270

b. ¢ amd«' Avpined . T mboil .
7 :&mm T’Wax;?wu %‘9 JL L ) } /Vlaﬁ.l’?-_ 26 -3f
5. Peoplec sy, Lot dod deliew hoine - Mall. 27: 3940

X -8






Take Home TEST on Psalms 23-46 John Waddey
1, What is the key phrase in Ps.23?
of el o gromk”
/2, What does anointing the head signify?
—
3, What is the background of Ps,24?
Reference and event, MWJWW U Oube & ﬂ,mwa(nw.,. [ Clostb-lb, 2 Sam 6112273,

4, Point out how this psalm was to be sung. Identify by verse anddescription.
EUM7 mwﬂ%%@wie. /%maw«mn dreeye v T A pevas Vi ¥ /n&uwuﬂu vq; 4L%MMAl y. (0.
%w ':) /%,Ltcb; K(/m/' /7,“1]L€7/’ A%,Le,u alse .
5, Point out and 1dentlfy the messianic element of this psalm. 24
praes- V=10 are M Crite ; abL /éuw f?“‘”& /L&%&/Vw»v Iy @vaxf /ﬂ-_er\/l(a/}/;/.l— g hok.
6, What reading in the prophets would descrlbe the prophetic event of Ps.24?
Peon. 25 13,14
7. What is the pecullar arrapqement of Ps.25?
8. Define "meek". 25:9
‘ il palisuk e peevecalien; fumdl, (Lfm,,% o Aiglh, ol fesm iealensrn:
9, List five (5) blessings of the man that fears God. Ps.25
F. il daiss dw bovade v welk hie
2. Al duretl af2oae 2%34\/::;%/4& &
3. childace. Aecune
10. Explain "his seed shall inherit the land" in the light of the Jehovah's
Witness' teaching on this, 25:13 -
Stmply means dvcesdands wauld b secune oo O Cahiied Yol . Moo welloeg T dD
LV";/I JWs  clacae af Aesloasf o Aenewed pallk
11, What is "thy glory" of 26:8?

Th phetecuect
12, Dlscuss thehfs%;?f the word "temple"as used by David. 27: 4
“ e : , wsider U Toweple Towple -
ﬁ(,wm v ia v’fr& Jprad bably meaws Comsedec
JQL wuo&-acﬁ;. hm /Uo—UUZMXL @W W %& (&w—’/tf{( 4 dtﬂr—éﬁﬂuj }p(.a.u, 4&4{ mmwml( s

13, What good sermon theme do you see in Ps,27?
Moo tlowse duvic K arecshdp un Lods house - ,%w&umylémemeuzhwwwiﬂbowdzﬁvéz&~

14, In what sense i is Jehovah our ROCK? 28:1

o A%JMjﬂt Madle AM%yQA¢W7 auX,wygdhv, 1&a;}bA@ﬂk
15, Who are those "that go down to the pit"? 28:1

The wched — oo db

16, Upon what experience is Ps.29 based?

wi-t &,MAAAL?, W&% &&%MWMW =
17, How does the KJV render 29:2?

WML«:&; ZZR /(&,LD( o m%{‘l"‘/l?; 9/’ /L&Muu& .,
18, What is the voice of Jehovah that breaks cedars? 29:5

AighTriing .
19, Likely Ps,30 was written following what event?
S ot /K/Hum AL /yc}//'wué—
20, Modern Jews use Ps.30 to celebrate a certain day and event. Name them,
WMAA — camwewioriles rrdsdicalio u/ CEwrQ u%& wibsrilesic &y Oilicelois Wuug_ )
2] What is God's memorial name°?whu¢%\Where does one find this? 30:4 &x. 3:i5.
22, What is "my mountain® 30372
R e o %M«« [ g Lo

23, What does 30:11~12 have reference to specifically?

%/‘4 ./ul—ccoMu;/ ///VW/PW MM/ ¥~
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24, What is the historical occasgion for 31?2
Sfudf/i /;ew/;u:z;t«, IQ‘WV‘-}{
. 25, there else would I' find the words, "Into thy hand I commend my spirit"? 31:5

whl 23:46.
26. Where would I find the words of 31:13 in the prophets?
Nlea - 20 (0O

27. Explain the use of the word "covert". 31:20
/1,&{11’4« ! A,e/auzl(L.j W‘AM‘/\? —()/Lfax.c. .

28, Where is the Christians hiding place of refuge? What verse?
o Chrot, Gk, 208

29!/What is Davids point in 31:22? Give a N,T. parallel verse.

ﬂwqmw b\ad\ VQL# M‘) 9
a hw;g ceclotarc N
30, To properly understand Ps.32 I should first read the historical background.

Where is it?,Z\SmMﬁ/Z!/'ZV.

31. What was the event? ‘ A
&QUA:M— /ylM- wzm B‘Jiw[u& /' A‘*}’* /4‘/‘?""0'“%”" f@" :/(—'

32. What other Psalm should be read in connection with 327

T . 213

5
33, Give an outline of Ps.32 with references.
{ /Ml«fﬁwm L/— m\ fEAfJM‘H"K« A | (AR |-z . 5 R&M%ffau&f ﬁv[ C&M%QW-;:«~ P2 ;"7‘
2 Missuy of The mimec, yacrer 3-4. 9. Ghger mses & willingly obey Mod. § -I1.

34, What is the meaning of 32:9, "Be ye not as the howse..."?
Qoal do e the heme, who o> coTiellfagaciot kis will
35, What does "winking with the eye" mean? 35:19
P /Lauqhg Lot
36, What is "my darling"? 35:17
ey, dean L
37, 36:1 is very obscure in our translations. What is a better translation
of the verse? A disvu sl alout Uansgpesscin how Aeon lioed
i g hosk Wil uferince b W wichid s (Lupotd)
38, What is the basic reason for man's sin? 36
A0 ”Luw @

39, In 36:5-9 he in a poetic way points out hawucloislics i lad’ i .
v 7

40. What is the writer seeking to vindicate in 377
%’ﬂ«'@mwwww «7[ Lods /J-Md?W.MLA—
41. What is the peculiar style of the acrostic in 3772
w Mille. foc cock Y Lo of Ha peote .
42, 37:25 wounld make a good sermon on what theme?
/égﬂ) cal /cﬂ,L m /I/Z?‘ZLE—CO/L%»'
43. Ps.38 is classed as a fuwdﬂll&f psalm?

44, Likely 38 was written in what circumstance? po}py Qut 2 verses
L1 gy s % 21% v. 5 Vil ste. ' ‘
Wc&f Mo 3 mezmﬂaw \1;3/"-’ Wnssa . Vot 2 W‘C“m“-
45, How did David view his illness?
46, Where would I read about "“Jeduthun"? 39
j Clew . 1644l 2571,
47, What N.T.verse echos the thought of 39:1?

94/;, 2i3~12
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48, What part of Ps.40 is messianic? Where is it explained in the N.T,?
penea (o — (0 MIO:?#Q.
49, What is the roll of the book, 40:7?
D perall | Lo @11 Moz
50. What is the great assembly? 40:9
mesyianic af e B Wh,cﬁuu%»cmb&d@M#%ﬁﬁlwﬁmdﬂ,
51. Explain, "I have not hid thy righteousness within my heart?. 40:10

D dewe T qyyaﬁzio} kﬁév b — e doclaed o/

52, What is the Beatitude pronounced in Ps.41? (5 things) )
/Jt Tt comredin T peoe — I8 Ae/havwf/\ wol{ deiligec 3, o flemsed an T 2abhe 5. A A A—L;I'Lmrya_ s
2, v\.r-(:a ,Www& i /21‘,'? aliw l-f ‘Mo(“ o(ﬂ_[w.&»u.( T v
53. What is the key verse that gives some insight into the background of this
psalm? V.5, 9.

54, Of whom is 41:9 prophetic? %W4M» Where in the N.T.? gu'/35ly

55, Book II of the psalms make heavy use of what name of God?

i
56, What 1is the refrain of 42?
. //Z//bg add Thew canl dgwas , 6, e 42 d? [ 4 ML] o Uige duyfu.utﬂ dp R o, 7 /Jw]u_ﬂm\; /JM”, glcq
57, What is a "hart"? 42:1 -

o den

58, Likely when was the psalmagritten?

Cawcm/vw&g Y PPRaiy Eﬁﬁjfww‘m C‘j’m‘xf
59. What is the hill Mizar? 42:6

il o geniAaia
60, What is he describing in 42:6-7?
Lvany, 45, homaland , Wiy emaral ({WM. v
61, What kind of sermon could you preach on 42°?
ﬂ/&‘/ of WW‘?’/W Med
62, What did we discuss about the relationship of Pss.42 & 43?,MM7AMA—AﬂLMMJMw@A¢
Why? Spme msn Rt s aut falic 1l T &Laﬁmuéna ca?;,&:;(; .

63, Who is the ungodly nation of 43:1?
Body/fon
64, What is he asking God to be for him? 43:1
2 -ygta*qtt adiacal
65, What is the meaning of Maschil? 44
Waﬁa«, e/f wm/tvuct'dmA
66, This songyis similar to_Séu?t% Solosvon

)

67, What is "Shoshannim"? 45
liy” slincllon {3 sasates Voo dainey
68, Who is the "ready writer” in 45:1?
#roly Syl
69. This song is typical of what?
Cliniek, Ba Ky .
70 Jame the twelve attributes of the king and his kingdom? 45:2-9
{, foc i veles 7 adminiesColisn (01 ¢
2, Méfe)/w-c& 5 qffn/w}, . slerrmana (/ JM
3. flessec b- /LLMMQ 9., mww O _tiigenio, (2- /m/wn—oﬁq
71. Where is the Messianic section? pewe ( Where is it found in the N,.T.?

Mob. 18,9.
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72,
/\
73,

74,

1D5 o

76,

-\

Ts there a verse in this psalm that identifies the earthly bride?
Give a historical verse to substantiate this.

(NAR I, - "C'{.’(,\ }Z—o'uw;z. ddué}lo&-u“, / /d,«lap. //1/ - &'[puzgkﬁ &f //)[Lua.d.tfl«.
enat- /3
Whatvisl"Alamoth"? 46 ) .
T wiacdime" — B s Ay {07 »ftwb& Ueects

What does 46:1-3 describe?
[t o od 715 Lupacllivy of eadllly hivgdons ¢ 98r'ls
What is the river that makes glad the city of God? 46:4
47%1/2:[;4(’. vMLHA-:A{;a- %A&m /ﬁcdf .
What is contrasted in 46:8-9?
wodss of Lsd fuaks of s

R R e

86

ée& 2

77



Take Home TEST on PSALMS 47-65 ”5;
1. Likely what was the occasgion when Psalm 47 was written?

,sz\. inu. at}L “us /mwyﬂ’K wa&ww ot ():LL A}acl di;udvju/ (&C @&‘;}AMLW)— OW.E‘ é"/”‘“‘-
~ We could call 47 a call to QQM@QJQQ¢

3. What does "Jehovah...is terrible” mean? 47:2
B A keld o awe, acvirieilial foa .
4. What are five reasons we should sing pralses to God? 47f/%qy¢diﬁkﬂwxl»
S’WWC:G “V ,:,. itk " 2. 4;% B2 OM
5. What are the "shields of the earth"? 47 9 &41MRJ*Q714W~~
/)AZEC—GBW o M.&/w- hw‘i
6. What was the occasgion for wrltlng Psalms 48?
Joriralin delivesd fresmn Orrgodans
v 7. What is "the point of "the north side of Zion?" 48:2
'C.E;u?b(a\ W g el side : ’IL‘""” et all T L:t) cartd Al sron,
8. What are the ships of Tarshish? 48:7
Gials of Ths /85,400 Alain Tivepa
9. Where could I read the history behind Ps,48?
2 Knga (§1019-(737
10. Psalms 49 is similar to what other book?
Eeeles:
11. What is the general message of 49:6-9?
w-eallh cwfﬂétﬁ&m e /A«sm Ar Tk
12. Why should we not worry when one is made rich? 49:16
Lreamme hu vmwant Tobc hou. stihio. DG hidons s + e [T
13. The Jehovah's witnesses use 49:20 to teach that man has no immortal soul.
Give a scriptural explanation. o o LT btadls S Thad b haao 1 haype
ol o (Lofl Bl ot WM Aralh,-

HR W
?~§§¢

14. Psalms 50 might be called a et scene. ; /
v15. Identify the following: The judge 5@%4uwh : the place, iié%H&
7 <

16. The judge addresses two classes of people. Identify them. Give verses.
) Hey people, dnacl, v 7 (2) T wwvched, v Al
17. what four thlngs were the w1cked charged w1th7 50 l6-21

2., cmwﬂd w‘d/lfm‘“’& omd adilriens ‘( W’u ﬂM ’{“‘"TZ‘L‘ /Vl“""“-’*-‘i )
18. State the background of Psalms 51. Give references.

/LMA/JITMA»M&/ w(ffm,/mww Bitiakabs, . 2 w02 1~ 1Y

19. Explain 51:5 in the llght of the doctrine of original sin.
@muﬂmwkwdTéwm'mﬂ-a h%km mrwﬂ.aww%lndhu,%wf

20. From his request to be purified w1th hy@bp, to what did he liken his sin?
51:7 5,{(,;[, ﬂﬁm-
21. Give an ocutline of 51, headings and verses.
i 99 ﬂwqu¢4¢/&ﬁWM~Mvﬂ6ghw44auw@14u£ -9
I Péta /@A /ZLLWM ol evewal . 10-12
T, ﬂw % lrack ellew, o fuon ki had feavced, 13 -17
IV, The [C\Mﬂa JMW}&» his ronolipn S #49
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22. Probably, what was the occassion of Ps.52? Where is it found?
Nhea @mﬁ The Edowle E&Af\ﬁlp_xmﬁd for Saul. [ Samm. 21:1~7; 22:9-23.
23. Ps.53 is a revision of Pz 1Y

¥24. In 53:3 the wicked is said to be filthy. What is the word picture in the
Hebrew? sguc il
»25. Where does Paul use 53:1-3?
Leow.. 3:10
26. Possibly Ps.53 was not written by David but at a later occasgion. When?
Burinng Babylesdion copCuily
27. What was the background for Ps.547? Give verses.
/@q,uul/) /u:(;aa?a,( L‘D ﬂ\'\ ZL;'(/L\«,E» : ]Sam 23%19~29
+28. Where would I read about free-will offerings? 54:6
Naww . 15110
29. What was the occasﬁlon for writing Ps.55?
(rnbend apfelliza a&jaxa+4/' Rey.id
30. Ps.55:12-14 likely applied to who -in David's day?
[Z/ulzwtylu( & Gadoe ¥ Ravid
31. Who is 55:12-14 prophetic of?
)mdd;» #&Mr
#32. How would you label his request in 55:157?
’,Md,a},ol, A MV,L)WC,L
33. at is the background of 56? Cite verses.
ayds Cw();u—m % /) /w&/y&:«.n_ s /4’ \ﬁ\ s
34. Identify the "refrain" in 56.
VARG AT
35. What is the definition of "Jonath elem rehokim"? 56
mame ef a Tona © "Appr 47& ook loelinThe ™
36. What does he mean by "put thou my tears into thy bottle?" 56:8
alliude, y/vwo&u- 12/ /VLWwa/LMf& (leige, <L) ‘1 soig Voo g B hallewod Aclic .
37. What does "Al-tashheth' " mean? 57
”BQ/MT’T&? MJ }
38. Identify the occasgion for 57.
b (Amd ki fron Bl 5w wamt. A Lo, 2F 2H2

39. Psalms 58 is a protest against jpcked sudasa 2
/ S

40. Explain "do ye indeed in silence speak rlghteousness 58:1
[iu,m J«o(ém Woo /VMOL A L(L uf uﬁbe‘L@buw /wv(\ O‘Z.,Quuv(

41. What is the point about them being like the deaf adder? 58:4
C{Laf aﬁ(&&t “w/&.@f {vL o{m,ku‘g( -49, /mwu:o/ WZH’ d)a d/zuéa,c( aMcL /):Z'M-/A-L "

42. What is being described in 58:9 "Before yow:pots can feel the thorns,
He will take them away". /éa corte &%m,/WA fﬁZ&AK wdhi, thuﬁlf%«
5’721‘!« aw‘tua, {u/;éu\ vt e o (s «f [N a/—/vzbrmm - «XL f oo u@éél&c(,

43. Explain, "He shall wash his feet in the blood o the wicked." 58:10

Nz : u»uj A{M{"[’W “a~ Zh ppeatca. B~ Ztk Ms“*c

44. A word needs to be supplied to 59:11 to clarify the meaning. What is

the word? "Slay them not lest my people forget.

45, What does 59:14 mean, "at evening let them return, let them ﬁawl like a

dog."? ,/?l Zzt-rm«. Comi {nc/é J“f)‘)w fﬂi”id“/’/""‘/""j

46. Where could I read the background of 60°?
2 Saw . §:B~/Y



3

Take Home TEST Psalms 47-65 3

47 .

48.

49.

50.

B

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

S

58.

What hymn do we sing that is based on 60:4?

Explain, "Ephraim also is my defense". 60:7
Explain, "Moab is my wash pot®. 60:8
Explain, "upon Edom will I cast my shoe". 60:8

Likely what was the occalﬁlon of 617?
Rt nocavery oo (bralows ahollia
Whatﬁﬁgﬁf bless1ngs yas he confident of receiving? 61:5-8
y "ZIM P MR TLRTR R .
Ps.63 was ed exten51vely by early Christians. Under what circumstances?
/?W«.
Ps.65 was written by David and could be styled a,4@%?%“WﬁM&gAw%

Where might I find a better translation of 65:17?
R.SU, er /MWVJ,‘M&L‘ AsV
Who are "them that are afar off upon the sea", 65:5?
tolocedline-

What does 65:8b describe? "the outgoings of morning and evening"

ZD‘T'(NLM%,#AM_/&M# B M

How would we describe 65:9-13?

/ulkww

Discuss "thy path drop fatness”. 65:11
% /Lﬂxa\ W Tl W Oitﬁvu_af leacles (}—Z& })/v:w) zyfz;« Mo cled
/wﬁgbat él*} (L\-W W ay- sz_ /1/424'& w(auwé) —— ‘AM‘;‘J“-
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TAKE HOME TEST on PSALMS 66-101

1. Outline Ps.66 I.Acaw 1ouwceswip Gon, )~
E ReviEW 0F HSTORY of (Ged’s CARE oF ISRAEBL 5 -7
T, Urees peopLe 70 Buess God, EVEN W DISTRESS g-\2
TV, PLEDGES TO HONGR WS VOWS 1O &od, i2-15

Y, MEssAcs TO His FELLOWS ABOUT GONS BLESSINGS , (6-20
2. Define "terrible" in 66:3.

woudeful

3. Explain "who holdeth our soul in life". 66:9
/ﬁ@ém /)‘M/%AA«J«\A{M\.MK

4. What is the "wealthy place®? 66:12

5. How coulg Ps.67 be used today?

MW,&QM&%WMwaMWEM M%(M&MWMMXJW_‘M(
6. What verse in 67 is prophetic of the Chrlstlan age’““mhﬁcm*““”4d1ﬁ”' §
v, Z 7 V.7

7. What is the historical background of 68? Give verses.

frungoivg T O § Newrabonr . v 4 2,25  X-|
8. What 1s the motlvatloﬁaég wor%hlp God in 682 (4 things)

9. WhaQW¢%s the tldlngs éﬁgpwoﬁz;wﬁﬁ%ilsﬁbgg 68:11
“N“-FTWW‘ Fo s 1500,

10. What does 68:13 refer to? "When ye lie among the sheepfolds"

dicolie o lome & /),La/:;c.,w'l\w sz il s foer B plosp v T ’
11. Explain 68:14, "when the Almighty scattered kings therein, it was as

when it snoweth in Salmon. shew an sedlined sy an specha T Lok,

AMJW(WW%WWWM ) t
12. What is the author doing in 68:15-167?

&hwﬂijMm7c¥ ;m@*~ﬁM Z;M~zJLwAJuﬂ@qu(éLuL>fam»»us—
13. Where is 68:18 used in the N.T.

Epla Y1 ¥

14, What does 68: 24ff refer to° “They have seen thy goings, O God"
15. What is being described in 68:27, "There is little Beanjamin..."

Smatl Tikeof Bowjasiin wron of hod af peocession . |
16. Possibly, who does "the wild beast of the reefls" refer to? 68:30

&
17. Where coudld I read of 68:31 being realized?

9 Clhesw. 8: 9037

18. Who likely wrote 69?2 How would you show this?
grc/u/ww&’l& g/u/ruf&uﬁéw 3 40 -blb /m(r MAMWM\ RN &
19. The theme of 69 is what? Lath ¢
"//1,‘?/ (A%» {C{/)/G:l/.\d,
20. Point out six verses of 69 quoted in the N.T. and where. .
[0 vt~ fpectfizs, €NT- Pz ¥
9« ¥ 22 « Row . (29, (0. 5. ¢v.9- Rowm 1§53, ,
X-13.v1 28 - Rev. 20112 il 4:3. b v o(~ atluded & oo bl 27234, Mk 165030 Ju it 2q

21. In the writer's imprecation in 69:22-28 he asks that his enemies receive
what they had caused him to suffer. Give three examples.
[+ dlrhosd 2yer- N, 23 g V.3, i3 Maiies phahe with kil v, 23 € wx. 253,
2, habidaliow durelaTe. v. 25 4 v ¥,
22, Why would we call 71 the prayer of an "old man"?
9gaumﬂ~%hﬁ%wuw—Wm%ﬁwLWwvdd%&/7W
23. Ps. 72E;s i;trlbuted to Solomon, it seems more likely that it was written
by AN °




Test - PSALMS 66-101 2

24, In 72:8-10 he points out that Solomon's reign will be wide spread. Identlfy
the four points and their dlrejﬁlon.
'M%WMMLWW_M% WM L 26

25, Where is Sheba? (b Seba? é@hw« %" 72:10

26. What does doxology mean? 72:18
o /M&L(/M—
27 . What would be a good description for 73?
o« MWTIJM s Uht pusspenidy o{t Tl ariched .
28. What was the writers' problem in 73?2
%lum@wr fa¢lk fcane be ceuld mat pmdislond ww%g b weched Janprens .
29. Who is described in 73:10?
dineilis of Uni peiched aceh
30. Where and WEPt is the answer to his problem? 73
v.oIT - A cam%z{%wt llownay tad .
31. How would you - describe 73: 21 227
ca/w/_uw Lé /}/Ao«wu.. .
«"32. What great Chrlstlan hymn uses 73:25?
ﬂ ans o el
33. Probably 74 was written about what event?
o £ £ /;WAL.M Lt/' Aidiselir émz/&a—ww—
34. What does 74:4-9 refer to?
ihuilion of Tomple
35, What does the word "synagogues" tell us about the time of authorship 74:8?
of i U OIJ/)LML}/ ,&,}Zel? v Moccobean povod .

36. What does 74:9 indicate about the time element, "There is no more any
prophet"? 4/() Py IEe MLQE /ucceﬁwzj,td’ aﬂ;\ M[M ¢2{ Zb'waﬂi«

v 37. Who are the "sea-monsters in the watexrs" 74:137?
g%ﬂﬁI;W}

38. Who is sieaking in 75:2-67?

39. What is the cup in God's hand? 75:8
%,éhdawmd%.
40, What does 76 celebrate?
41. What is "Salem"? 76:2
EWA ik Wﬂuw
7 42, How can "the wrath of man“praise God"? 76:10
RN, (9 th\ Aix,uf abon e b epakl, B phow il oo -
43, He-did t Aﬁa; hings to overcome his sorrow. Name them. 77:10-20
i e P ok flirsina . zma/uWJZxM/(/ dvds . 3. meddole pu hio worha .
44, What are God's arrows? 77:17 2 pronaeged

\ WX c x'a((/(.
/4_?//4,[%4,5 M '

45, How would we classify 78?
Wl ceal
46. Where did God command Hebrews to instruct their children in the law? 78:5
@tw‘{ ¢:9 '
47. What is the lesson we are to see in Ephraim's example? 78:9-11
ﬁ/lt/bw«/ﬂ-l« N“{{w(/élcuq 4;;/» Jaus; C«A»C[_ AVK‘}’{- &j\/wu awm, 7(,»9@“4» A&w .
48, Where is Zoan? 78:12

Byt
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49,

50.

L,

52.

w53

54.

b5.

=56,

57

58.

59,

60.

6l.

63

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69,

70.

Where could I read of God giving water from a rock, 78:15-167?
& ysdus 1716
What is "bread of the mighty" 78:25. Where could I read of this?
%A,Qu.c( Chak M\/LLW IS moghly gue,  SX. 1o,
What is descrlbed in 78:32-397
j&uuﬁ¢ A § ?a¢ywmdz o T s
Name the four plagues not mentioned in 78:44-52. Where did you find them?
), e Ex q:1=7 3. fads . Ex. T E-12 §: daknenn o &x.10:20-29,

2, i  &Ex. 8r/e=1] —feilliey Foam Er, 11-12
What is "..ahls sangtuary%fM§8 587 §

LW oA
What is the heeding given in your notes for 79?

Ps.79 is very similar to 7Y ?

i

Ps.79:6-8 ij found in substance in one of the prophets. Where?
Nea. 025

In Ps.80 the writer prays for 0&&}uauaw%akmdau?

What- is he referrlng to in 80:1, "thou that sittest above the cherubim..."

What is significant in mentioning Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh in 80:2?
3 W—l/)«/&ad;wg e /IMWIA
What is the "bread of tears"? 80:5
de#, Fy.widdxzkw Mhed Tons
Where is "the refrain" of 807?
vv. 3,7, 14, 19
What is the vine brought out of Egypt? 80:8 "
Aed w1 wf sen \(m'ﬁ«y‘& Vi, G M
Likely 81 was written for use at Pamevec ? Why? nwu—G%ddfywuwwMu,

s a&aﬂw«; s AWW Mdk@"’" h

What is "Gittith"? 81
s PR P M‘»@M. a @ "u@ﬂxggu Towo '
What occured at Meribah? 81:7
N WM Provn noch.
Likely what is the historical background of 82? Cite a reference.
Wwwﬁw of Ui cowt . 2 Chrou. 19:4-7
To whom is 82:1-2 addressed?
canniept fudoer
Explain 82:6, "I sald ye are gods
/4/&@14/& Mﬂ/u,( (e
Where is 82:6 found in the N.T.?
)@JM A

Give the historical background of 83 with references.

WN{LW W ’6\/2/ a Wu/xd,bwou‘, 2z Chrow . 2021 -30

Where could I find additional light on the "Hagarenes"? 83:®

Who are the children of Lot? 83:8

dusceadads Taw MNed- pd Lo .
What was done to Sisera and Jabin? Where? 83:9
Siea Atled il Toud-peg Tinsn hsod . fudges 4.7 % Jadel cirlisged, Nedoes {12324
What do we know about the four men in 83:11, Oreb, Zeeb, Zebah and
Zalmunna? (fub § Lek alaie, Judgo 1125 Ty wea pricen of Midkien -
Zosbo £ Zal | e of Midiie | Judgen ¥:5,0.
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19,

76.

77.

78,

79.

80.

8l.

82.

83,

84,

85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

~90.

9L

92

93.

94,

95.

96.

99 .

98.

-

s :zt (I 2 (u f/\ Aol
Ps.84 could well be described as m&dao&é,’\' s /

Define "amiable®". 84:1
X@mﬂul,wx,@w¢%,
What was the occupation of the sons of Korah? 84
Asen - IZ_W od /&MJLW o T te'wq'»lg
Explain 84:34, "the sparrow hath found her a house...?V
/IW#U/Q }ltrwvtL wt%»/é”@d X S AN O P A ’ L ( ‘l(
Ps.84:10 is elliptical,. Supply the needed thought.
44)1& Nowe o Thsurawd ( Mr» W W/@ac& caw@)
Ps.85 comes from what pe::‘loo'l'> Why would we so conclude?
What does "quicken" mean? 85:6
e a/(,LI»-L‘ o wnadl

What good sermon theme could you find in 857?

,ﬂ@c(/} ey (/MAWM(_ //wmm v.io Wl e Thare who Aelowmin B Aam WMU T,

Because of the use of the word, Lord, we call 86 the U Lecioni psalm.

Explain, "Ps.86 is a mos{@p“ in its composition.
fuz{( '&;Zl:awt /pwu«. WWLAL /44,\1;, (AA— a M /lMdA-cu.x—)

Give' the thought expressed in referring to God as Adonai. 86

Carbepurntsns %,Mkuxd% el owguiy
Point out the prophecy in 86. — 7 Mot
X e Iu(;%wla»&l o ,&w«m) Pindictrs K el thioadeald %@Am . @ LWWJJ IMWK? Q& « peopel age,
Who is Rahab in 87:47?

Gaypt -
What is he referrlng to in 87:5, "of Zion it shall be said, This one was
born-in her®? M mew foJh 7

Ps.88 is unique in that it is seddet of ll jralun?

What do we know of Heman the Ezrahite? 88

(L Wt madae ) lév\,’l/)a_ '—( 3'

88:10-13 could be described as gunliws of despaic?
v

The theme of 89 is what?
Where could I read the background on God's covenant with David? 89:3-4
Z Sevves T2~ 1T
Prove that Christ now reigns on David's throne. 89:4
Al Fi%8, 3
What was the standard by which God promised to bless David's descendants?
89:28ff  puew hy ko oume helics , v. 35

Ps.90 contrasts what two things?
¥ —2
Cite a N,.T.verse that teaches the same as 90:5-6.

X -

Give an outline of Ps.91 showing the parts of the different speakers/singr -

X 10
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99. Who uses 91:11 in the N.T. and where?

%~2 Mot b Salcw
100. How was Ps.92 used by the ancient Jews?
K~/

1.L. Explain, "My horn hast thou exalted..." 92:10
X~ |
102. Ps.92 would provide a good basis for a sermon to what class or group of

people? X - |
103. Ps.93 is classed as a Psalm.
X-1

104. Who are "the floods" of 93:3?
%1
105. In 94:4-7 he cites three classes of sins his enemies were guilty of.
State them. X -73

106. Give three reasons why a man is blest who is chastened by Jehovah. 94:12-15

x-3
107. Explain, "Which frameth mischief by statute." 94:20
A=
108. How has 95 traditionally been used by Jews?
DY |

109, Give the psalmists two reasons for worshipping God. 95:3-7
¥

7 9. How is 96 prophetic of the Christian age?
X =1

111. What is he trying to teach us in 96:10-13?

i
112. Did David introduce instrumental music into the Hebrew worship on his
— own authority? Give a verse to prove your point.

X-2-

113. Give an outline of Ps.98 with references.
A
A
Pa\
114. Four things God had done in the past are cited as grounds for worshipping
God, 99:7-9. State them. 'wa

O
ha

115. What is the rglation of Ps.100 to the royal or regal psalms?
N
X
116. When we worship God, there are three things we must remember from 100:3-4.

Give them. =7

) e
117. How was 101 used in the synagogues? X

118. We could label 101 as X King? 5l

119. For what specific reason did he want God to come unto him? 101&2
b

120. State the two main themes of 101. thh

,
,X
/






10.

1l

12,

13 s

14.

15,

L7

18,

FINAL EXAM ON PSALMS -

Name five authors who contributed to the Psalms.

,@mio( ; /%&44’4, S/pewm 7 d/}d.ﬂvk, K[Mﬂa/w ) . [ E /

There are -3 books of Psilz;ms.

Describe the way an acrostic psalm was arranged.

wi/z »&QM ,éﬂa\. G/— ,é’acl/ /&4'«4; m WW d’ft&gﬂi .

What is a penitential psalm? Describe.

Qe poach e pamses /.le::oa. oo a M»/’ ook

What does song of ascent mean?

aw /7%4?/ /ywu? /Az;)/ WML ):KMWW B Wﬂ/&w /@~ WU/WL? o %a/)ﬁo&u‘}

What is an imprecation?

callivg o Lod T prnisk eusucies .

Describe what is meant by pafrallelism in the psalms.

A sthyThomn %an., W RY wndy /\17.;7«7/‘ U Sass Dhacght, /wcowywdy J/;aoaa«w(w a Maugtt,
b g Luiae W ol gmalhun e ‘HM“"M{/ a,u‘&u;/l«f 3

what is antithetic pajrallelism?

o3 o (,J’Atal« T peeound ,év:uz & ch-va Pt MW‘? ) n—kw

To appreciate the beauty of the psalms, they must be read with f@i«fl,ﬁm@wﬁ

0

What is the key thought of the Pslams? fiucse X
What does Selah mean? w« yecal e, jv/u% b caunine o 05k o mmianicol udoSude

Who is responsible for the small print notations at the head of many of
the psalms? The Maroclic senches,

What does "Set to the Gitteth" mean, Ps. 8? 20 am wslumend amadn Sa ool
e a "ponlag” /maf@c@)/ briguon T T }“W'

How did the Hebrews sing the psalms in worship? gfle awlpheuetly, wilh woshappe
(/ﬁ*"“@‘p e 2",)"““1‘4 @L&Maﬂ% MEJA«)/QJ«J’», o (Mﬂl MWW7 oL Qiier W”LWW AMYMW? .
Did God or David introduce instrumental music into the 0ld Testament
worship? Give Scriptural proof. ,&w{ Ad, 2 Ousa. 17. 29+ 2%

X

What is the best and most complete commentary on the Psalms?
V/;izwam- 6\/ aved
If a psalm is metgsianic, what does this mean?

(LL'Eblgx W&U([{‘)—ll éf[ %:L /1/{‘_0/}4:«:/1& &
What does knowing the historical background do for our understanding of
Psalms? belps - Mu%:{ﬁ%ﬁ; Thaugtde a/ wail an ke e lC U pralen, W%a b paid” corlain

n dodnie mmamwor. Same Lxpritond W&U’[(f B wzarisng oy 4 we
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19. WwWhat is a_Shemineth? Ps. 12. .
“ /Mlu? (,(,ML«. ,U:EM, fmx malt reites. an /4;»» Oun 8’~/ymgﬂ4’ &uu}W~

20. What does Haggaion mean? Ps. 9:16.
Y s {%‘f){?(/"é" visdilalize. .

2l. Identify a messianic psalm.
D2, ekt

22 Can we pray all the prayers of the psalms today? Discuss.

A Ohidlions oatd aof- e Wcmu«/ raspEn g i A Gy a{ U Prabuns .
m}m, N el f/.}d’lm ./\woézuﬁtc meam 4&1@41/4@:4,[{7 /ﬁv\- U aalian a7é j/"/‘“‘“q .

23. Ps. 14 is parallel to another psalm. Which?
532
24, One of the psalms is the middle chapter of the Bible. Which?
g X 17
25.” Ps. 22 prophetically details a period in Christ's life. Which period,
point out thyee prophecies in 22, _—y
/./% (&dm o m Cratd /. "d[{m //»cmu L @LJ’@/ QM v 1Y (&4 /\ul? /ww:) e C/\-MA—),
2. 'ﬂ;y /WLCJ?J( /wuo /&w«wi)- m«o(/wﬂ f‘?—df‘ v. (b .
3. '?/L? [:wf/w*ﬂ 9Wu/m mmcf/ma"—" v,
26. Name four 0ld Testament books most used in finding the historical back-
ground for the psalms. /¢ 2 Samwel

/% 2 @'ZVL[PW:O@V)—

27. The second book of Psalms is distinguished by its use of the word
B libce for God's name.

28. What is the nature of a Halldujah psalm?

praise b ok (Jehovale) af ond

29. Why do_some think Ps. 42 - 43 were originally one psalm?
W“Z‘“‘_“’UM 7& me{{&t, Szmn Lo /uaunl:t(’ h /ll—//chJ:\A- , Y2 5‘,\«?’ q3i5; Y219 g H3r2 .

30 Ps. 45 was first written of Selemaenss wedding.

3l. 1In connection with Psalm 51 we should also read Ps. )<» ..

32. Who was Asaph who wrote several psalms?
33. If one argues that instrumental music was sinful in the 0ld Testament,
what sort of a dilemma does he put himself in?

/\[Q /V/La/,\ngaA% MAJ’MAJ&-—« ?Z af,&aof WL a?[ﬁkl IZ)waM _

347 Identify a psalm which contains a beatitude.

= Hraton |
35. Name a historical psalm.
. /o/)n,(’/wv /Oé
36. Who wrote the anonymous psalms? .cnfuewc
37 wWhen was Psalm 92 used by ancient Jews?

“on The Sadfadl

38. What is the meaning of the term theocratic psalm?

one /VWWLJ oL &(Mcxz):&»‘u? ”4@& gwwm‘{(f

39, When did the Jews use Psalm 95?/}<
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40{/ What 1s the relation of Ps. 100 to the theocratic psalms?

/24. 99 & /A% M o cakic b Pya . 160, a JAJM« Dal(ptﬁu/‘l/}%,’mi WW M&M‘v{:
41. What {s the Hallel? ¢ seuy ?/W/m,wx , ><

42. Which psalms were sung at the passover?
“ X
i
43. What is the pattern or form by which Ps. 119 is written?
WWW
v :
44, What is the central theme of Pg. 119°?

T‘A.’K L @0/ ﬁ@x .

v/
45, Outline a psalm of your choice as you would preach it. (3 points)
PeA 73 masscrion s Qoeors i of doabt, coufunion , whon wh conidin fan Ta wichel pecut forus Belli Pl it

1. ; v as L Aney Z‘kz\. y\y;‘/lut[ 04,'1_::&.
WM’MM‘LWK i-9 ¢

s S s ST

ﬂl:,- p% wechsd . 17-20
/4' ()d-vmafoibk t A -
46. Where would I find an inspired psalm outside of the book of Psalms?

P Bl 1209-2% 3

47. What are two ways the term "first born" is used in Scripture?
l. %A/wmfm@% M 5

2, M7 /;WM amd W( /ué/&?u pnd /V‘—L(H—Q“)M and )taua:—u,jf_ T o//w:»wa@?xlaﬁ%

fool-fama poe Sa Jowih fmiily.

lo 57-
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REQUIREMENTS ¢
Hotebook,

3 papers: Divine Providence
Life of David

A written-out expository sermon on one of the psalms

O wi i © Lé

BOOK I. Psa. 1-41. Collection of Psalms, primarily by David, making special
use of the name Jehovah. Deals with ma n, his origin, his blessed state,

his fall and recovery.

PSAIM 1. Who Is the Happy Man?
Author: Unknown.
Ethical,
Background: Unknown,
I. The happy man described.
Ao Negatively. 1££, Progression of sin:
1. Walk. 2. Stand., 3. Sit. 4., Suffered,
Bo Positivelyn 20
IT. Happiness illustrated. 3.
A, Well-supplied,
B. Fraitful,
C. FEvergreen; not wilting.
D, Blessings on hin,
IIT. Perils of wickedness, 4,5,
A. Like chaIf,
B. Not. std. in judgment.
C. Not in congregation of richteous.
IV. Conclusion. 6.
A+ "Knoweth" = approves,
B. Wickedness leads to death.

PSAIM 2, Messiash's Reign and his Enenmiles.
Authors David (Ac. 4:25)
Messianic.,
Background: For application, see Acls 132331,
T. The Heathen rage acaingl Messlah., 1-3,
3. Pictures beast of burden, refusing to submit.
II. Response of Almighty God. 4-6.
6. holy hill of I&¥¥X Zion = new Jerusalem.
TII. Messiah cites his decree. 7-9/
7. Heb. 1:5,
8. multinational, worldwide.
9, Rev, 12:5,
IV. The poet adménishes the rebel rulers. 10-12,
12. c¢loses with benedictions.



PSALM 3. Unshaken Trust in God in Face of Hostile Opposition.
Author:s David,
A devotional meditation for mérning.
Background: Absalom's rebellions 2 Sam, 15-18.
I. His complaint. 1-2,
IT. His confidence in Jehovah; 3-4.
A. Shield; glory; hslper.
III. His safety under God's care. 5-6,.
IV. His prayer for salvation. 7-8.

PSALM 4, Song of Trust in God's Providence.
Authors David,
A devotional meditation for evening.
Backgrounds Absalom's rebellion,
I. He requests an audience with God. 1.
II. He rebukes his enemies. 2-5,
3. set apart = sanctify.
Ly Eph. 4326 quotes this from the Septuagint.
Ub. Take time to think this through.
5, Trust in Jehovah.
III. He expresses his confidence in God. 6~8.
6. Look upon us with favor,
8, Can sleep in peace.

PSALM 5. Prayer for Protection by God Against His Enemies.
Aathor: David.
A devbtional petition.
Background: Unknown.
I. His petition to be heard. 1-7.
A. God's attitude toward the wicked. 4.
B. His confidence, 7.
II. His request for guidance. 8.
TI1. His enemies described, 9.
9, evil and corruption.
IV. His imprecation. 10,
V. His prayer for God's people. 11-12,

PSAIM 6., A Cry for Mercy in Time of Sickness.
Author: David.,
A Penitential Psalm. of. 32, 38, 51, 102, 130, 143,
Bkgd: Time of serious illness and suffering.
I. His anguished cry for relief. 1-3.
3, soul troubled = 1life threatened.
II. An earnest plea for deliverance from death. 4-7,
5, In death there is no more remeribrance.
6. hyperbole,
III. His confidence in God's favorable response. 8-10,
8-9. a parallel triplet.

PSAIM. 7. Prayer for Protectin by God against His Enemies.
Authors David.
A petition. Sung by Jews at Feast of Purim.
Bked: Perhaps when persecuted by Saul; 1 Sam. 21-26.
I. His confident reguest. 1-2.
2. my soul = me,



Psa., 7. contd,
IT. He protests his innocence, 3-5. cf. Job 31.
IIT. Plea for vindication. 6-10,
IV. God contrasted with sinners., 11-16,
11-13, God
14-16, Sinners.
V. His thanksgiving, 17.

PSAIM 8, Praise to God for His Goodness to Man.
Authors David.
Psalm of praise,
Bked s+ Unknown.
I. His praise to God. 1-2,
1. declares elovy of God in earth and heavens,
2, 1ib children, ae old as & yrs,, which, for the Hobieus, was still
sucitling are,  These would praise God, when adversaries would not,
efs 1 Cor. 1:26-29,
IT. His question. 3-5. Why has God so honored man?
4, both present and future meaning.
TIT. Man given dominion over all creation, 6-8, See Gen., 1:26-27,
7+ both domestic and wild animals,
8. paths of seas = currents, shipping lanes, lanes followed by fish,.
IV, His concluding praise., 9.

PSALM 9, Thanksgiving for God's Justice.
Authors David,
Thanksgiving hymn.
Acrostic in pattern, first letters of line beginning with successive
letters of Hebrew alphabet; two lines assigned ea letter in this psalm,
Bkgd: Defeat of some unknown enemy.
L. Unreserved thanksgiving to God. la.
II. ¥zxpemisrx 1b, Testimony of works.
ITI. His praise. 2,
IV. Praises God's righteous judgments. 3-8,
3, stumble and die in retreat.
6,7. cities grow, are overthrown, but God reigns forever.
V. Praises God for complete security. 9-11.
9. high tower - symbolizes protection,
10+ know thy name = know intimately.
11. written after the Ark was brousht to Jerusalen.
VI. God's vengeance is complete. 12-17.
12, Seek out those responsible for shedding innocent blood.
God remembers., cf. Rev. 6:9,
13. Almost dead, but God saved his life.
14, Daughter of Zion = Jerusalem.
17+ The wicked and the nations that forget God.
VII. Calls upon God to vindicate the righteous and judge the wicked. 18-20.,
20. Humiliate; men neither divine nor eternal.



PSAIM 10. Prayer for overthrow of wicked.
Authors Unknown.
An imprecation.
Bked: Unknown.
L. Complains that God has forgotten him. 1.
II. Describes his enemles. 2-11,
by, ef, 1b4:1,
7. under tongue = hidden.
8. dark alleys.
10, ready to spring.
11. unconcerned about God.
ITI. Prays for deliverance. 12-18,
12, 1ift up thy hand = ready to lay it on 'em.
15. Break his arm, Lord!

PSALM 11, Trust in Jehovah as Refuge and Defense.
Author: David.,
A psalm of praisej in form of dialogue.
Bked.: Probably when persecuted by Saul or Absalom.
1. The timid counsels of his fearful advisors, 1-3.
II. David's reply of faith. 4-7.
5. tries = refines.

PSALM 12, Request for divine help against the treacherous.
Author: David,
A petition.
Bked: Time of national uwd moral and ethical collapse in Israel.
I. His prayer for deliverance, 1-2.
1. not many godly men left,
2. flattery; deceit,
IT. Prediction that God will punish the arrogant. 34,
cf. Mat., 12:36,37,
III. God's promise to respond. 5-5.
5. may refer to eternal safety.
6. can't be more pure.
IV, His affirmation of Saith. 7-8.

PSAIM 13. An urgent plea for help in affliction.
Author: David,
A Petition.
Bkegd; Unknown,
I. His sigh of amxiety. 1-2.
II. His earnest petition for help. 3-4.
3,4, fears that he is dying.
IIL. His song of faith and hope. 5-5.

PSALM 14, On the foolishness and wickedness of men.,
Author: David,
A Jehovistic psalm. Ps 53 is parallel, but uses [lohim,
Bkeds Time of national oppression,
I. The unbeliever described. 1-3.
1. fool. HBbe-"man with a withered soul." * No God for me!"
2,3. cf. Rlom 1328; 3:9,10.
II. His confidence in God's judgment. L-6.
III.Prayer for deliverance. 7.
7. salvation = metonymy of cause for savior; i.e., Jehovah,
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"SHALL NOT THE JUDGE OF ALL THE EARTH DO RIGHT?"
Genesis 18:25; Proverbs 11:21

Introduction
1.

Read or quote the text.

"S

all:not the judge. of all.the earth do right" is in the context of Abraham pleading

for the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah.

a.

Abraham: knows that"God’s- judgment.is.always based.on what.is right,.never

upon:caprice? (Edwin Jones, Studies in Genesis. Abilene; Quality Printing Co.,
1996, p. 111).

This.statement.is.a. moyving affirmation..of Abraham’s.faith.in.the:essential«

«righteousness.of. God..

(1) As an expression of confidence.... There can be no doubt whatever that
Abraham used them in this sense—to express his unlimited confidence in the
wisdom nd righteousness of God.

(2).:He.believes:there:is:an:eteral:righteousness:behind all:God’s ways:which:will
ultimately-appear:and: manifest itself.:

Abraham’s.whole.appeal.is based.in:the:assumption of .the. moral: character:of
Lod. Inherent in this "question is the conviction of Abraham that he was a just
and merciful God. Such basic understanding of the nature of the Heavenly
Father is a prerequisite of all truly holy religion; and it was the lack of this that

resulted in the mén of Jesus’ parable being cast into out darkness" (Coffman,
Genesis, p. 244).

Abraham’s-perfect:trust-in-the-absolute’justice:of-God-caused-him:to pour-out:his
heart-and-tell:God-his-difficulties:*

@bgaham sets:forth:one of:the great:truths:of:the Bible: " which:is that.the world
is.governed.by.a.God.who.is. fair:in-all. his. dealings; even when it might'seem to
man that he:is un]ust,(cf Deut. 32:4; Rom. 2:6-1:1):

(1) God has given "regulations and laws that are just and right" (Neh. 9:13).
These define justice.

(2) Our understanding of justice has its source in the person who gave the laws
(Deut. 32:4).

(3) God’s punishment of Israel in departing from his law is also an aspect of
justice—Israel was forced to admit (Neh. 9:33; Cf. 2 Chron. 12:5-6).

(4) Justice then is rooted in the very nature of God—his acts are just and right.



f. wilhere«are:times-we*have to-trust God when:we cannot-understand:or:see.

(1) Job did not know the reason for his suffering but he still trusted God (Job
13:15).

(2) Habakkuk had trouble understanding how God could use the Chaldeans to
punish his people, but he concluded by saying he would trust him regardless
of what happens (Hab. 3:17-19).
(3) God’s thoughts are not our thoughts (Isa. 55:8-9).
(4) Paul said, "let God be true, but every man a liar..." (Rom. 4:4).
3. In this lesson it is my responsibility to deal with three questions:
a. What do we mean by the justice of God?
b. What are some misconceptions of the justice of God?
c. What are some arguments against the justice of God?

Discussion

wifi-Whatdo-we: mean.by. the; justice of God?

A. Justice means the "quality of being just; righteousness, equitableness or moral
M& /2 rightness, or to uphold the justice of a cause" (Webster).
\\ B. To do justice means to treat justly or fairly; to appreciate properly.
C. Justice comes from the Old French and the Latin word just, which is an

adjective. "The radical root is jus (jaris, right law; justus, lawful; judex

judicious, a judge (Edna Sarah Beardsley, the word, San Francisco: the Fullmer
Brothers Press, 1958, p. 219).

1. Justice then is that which is just; the act, quality or condition of being just.
2. Justice acts upon a right law or a law that is wholly equitable.

D. Justice, in its principle, is holiness, and is often expressed by the term
righteousness.

1. God’s nature is such that he is just and righteous.

&\ «_ 2. The same Hebrew word forms the basis for both the English words
,4 "justice’ and ’righteousness’ (Bill Goring).

@/5 3. To say that God is just and righteousness is to say that God is the source



house.)

c. Jezebel. Her name has come down the ages as everything that is bad
in a woman.

d. Elijah was God’s prophet. He stood for right when most of Israel had
turned away. He had the courage to tell it like it is. He was not a
very popular preacher then, and he would not be now.

2. The plot unfolds: The vineyard; the king’s pouting; Jezebel’s scom for
law and right; (Good women are the best, evil women are the worst.
Recall: Potiphar’s wife, Delilah, Herodias); her letters in Ahab’s name;
Naboth arrested, condemned, with sons stoned to death (Il Kgs. 9:26);
property seized; Ahab visits to enjoy his new vineyard and Jezebel gloats.
You can imagine Naboth’s widow weeping. You can imagine the distress
of Naboth’s friends. "Where is God during all this tragic injustice?" -

3. Enter Elijah and the declaration that justice would be done (I Kings
21:18-21).

4. The Bible records how the sentence was carried out.

a. Three years later the sentence was carried out against Ahab. Maybe
over time, the threat became a joke—"Where are Elijah’s hounds?"
Cf. Eccl. 8:11. You know that people joke about hell. But I think
that every time he heard a dog bark, Ahab jumped. Then in a battle
with Syria, though disguised for safety, a random arrow, died in his
chariot, washed and dogs... (I Kgs.22).

b. But Jezebel survived. Nothing happened to her—for twenty years
that is. Insurrection and new ruler; she painted her face and fixed her
hair and waited for the new king looking out of a window. Thrown
down; blood on wall, horses; crushed by horses. When they came

out to bury her, dogs had eaten all but her skull, hands and feet (Il
Kgs. 9).

¢. Keep in mind that the terrible fleshly execution of justice only
illustrates that dreadful justice which is eternal (Matt. 10:28). Death
by an arrow, trampled by horses, even eaten by dogs can hardly
compare to one night in helll (Notes from David Pharr)

1l...-What-Are-Some-Misconceptions-About the Justice ‘of God and Some Arguments:

A. Habakkuk-raised-questions-about the’justice of'God'in"Habakkuk 1:24.Why
does God allow the wicked and lawless men of Judah to remain unpunished?
How long will God allow the injustice, the brutality, the wrong to go on in



Jerusalem?

After God revealed to Habakkuk that the Chaldeans would punish Judah that
raised another question? How can God use a nation more wicked than Judah

to punish Judah? (Hab. 1:5-6). (He stood on the watch and waited God’s
answer - Hab. 2:1; cf. 2:20.)

In Malachi’s day "a spirit of skepticism that insists that the facts of life do not
bear out that God is a God of justice is a weariness to the Lord" (Mal. 2:17).
(Jack Lewis, The Minor Prophets, pp. 85-86).

1. God answers by showing that judgment is coming to equalize the
inequalities of life (Mal. 3:1-5).

2. Furthermore God does not change in his opposition to sin (Mal. 3:6).

D... Universalism teaches.that God is so loving,.good.and.gracious. that he will

'Vunlversally save all men, not allowing even: the worst person:to be Iost Thls
ignores the Bible teaching about God being a God of justice and truth.

It-issno-impeachment.of-a righteous-government.that eternal prosperity should
be the lot of great offenders.

1. David wrestled with the prosperity of the wicked (Psa. 37,49,73; Job
21:7-15).

2. It may be a part of God’s administration to bring them to repentance by
favor.

3. It may be designed to make their final and full punishment more marked.

4. It may be intended to teach the important lesson of the little advantage of
such things, apart from holy habits and a thankful mind.

It.is-not.inconsistent with rectitude that even those who.are forgiven and
reconciled, should be-afflicted and: oppressed

1. The Bible clearly teaches that suffering is involved in living the Christian
life (Acts 14:22; 2 Tim. 3:12; 1 Pet. 4:12-13).

a. Man raised the question of the justice of God (or of life itself, which
is the same question) when he falls into adversity."

(1) "Why did this happen to me?

(2) Even when he admits he is evil, he asks: "Am | this evil? Do |
deserve all this?"



1.

3.
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2. It may be that our defects and omissions require chastisement (cf. Heb.
12:5-11).

3. They become the means of helping us qualify for a better state.

G. "That as the administration under which man is placed is one of grace in
harmony with justice, the dispensation of what is a matter of pure favor may
have great variety, and be even very unequal, without an impeachment of
justice" (Richard Watson, Theological Institutes, Nashville: Publishing House
Methodist Episcopal Church, 1903, p. 250).

1. The parable of the laborers in the vineyard illustrate this (Matt. 20: 1ff).
a. God will be able at the reckoning to say, "l do thee no wrong."
b. "Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with my own?

2. This world is not God’s appointed place for final judgment, therefore it is
folly to look for a perfect exercise of justice in the present state.

Conclusion

God’s justice.or righteousness is the certainty. that.he will be guided. in. his.action.

utoward:all-beings by the rightness that ‘enters"into his perfect'character.” He will: .

wrong no one. He judges all in perfect fairness, and never cherishes an unfair thought
concerning any. He insists upon all that ought to be insisted upon, and upon nothing
more. He makes all just allowances toward other beings, without grudging or
unwillingness. He is as sure to recognize good as evil, where it exists. He favorably
regards all that ought to be so regarded, as surely as he is against all that ought to be
opposed. Toward the sinful and rebellious he is certain to do all the good that it is
right for their God to do. He is certain to conduct his universe as it ought to be
conducted. Such is the justice of a holy God. It enables him, when he commands
men to do right, to point to himself as their example and inspiration, saying, "I also

do right." (William N. Clark, An Outline of Christian Theology, New York: Charles
Scribner Sons, 1898, p. 23.)

....There may.be.a long:time between God’s:promise-and God’s fulfillment; but: this:does

.not.mean.forgetfulness:on:God’s-part:(2:Peti 3:9)i+

"Though the mills of God grind slowly, yet they grind exceedingly small: Though with
patience He stands waiting, with exactness grinds he all" (Longfellow, Retribution).
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of all justice and righteousness.

a. Second Chronicles 12:6 - "the Lord is righteous" (KJV), "just"
(NIV).

b. Ezra 9:15 - "O Lord God of Israel, thou art righteousness."

c. Psalms 89:14 - "Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy
throne; mercy and truth shall go before thy face."

“Divine justice-is-originally.-and.necessarily. obliged. to requite disobedience, but
not to reward obedience.... God cannot lay down a law, affix a penalty, and
threaten infliction, and proceed no further, in case of disobedience. The
divine veracity forbids this.... Hence, in every instance of transgression, the
penalty of law must be inflicted, either personally or vicariously; either upon
the transgressor or upon his substitute.... Justice may allow the substitution of
one person for another, provided that in the substitution no injustice is done
to the rights of any of the parties interested" (Wm. G. T. Shedd, Dogmatic
Theology (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1889), I, 370-373).

1. Justice always demands the punishment of the sinner.

2...:But:it:may-also:accept:the-vicarious-sacrifice:of -another—as:in:the.case of
woChrists (Romu3:2:1-24) i

Justice in God...is either legalistic or judicial.

1. In legislative justice God lays down his laws, binds man to the doing of
them, and defines the punishment and rewards.

2. Judicial justice, more generally termed distributive justice, is that which
reflects rewards and punishments.

a. When he rewards the obedient this is remunerative justice (Heb.
6:10; 1 Jn. 1:9).

b. When he punishes the guilty this is vindictive or punitive justice (Job
34:11).

(1) It renders the punishment of unpardoned sin certain.

(2) It guarantees the exact proportion of punishment to the nature
and circumstances of the offense.

Justice is giving to everyone that which he/she deserves without partiality or
favor.
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LwsTFhe:Bible:principle:is:man.reaps.what: he sows (Gal, 6:7)...

a.

Dr. Lee who preached at Bellevue Baptist Church in Memphis many

years had a sermon called "Pay Day-Some Day." He preached it over
4,000 times.

Our deeds will come back to meet us again.

(1) When Moses slew the Egyptian and hid him in the sand he
thought the matter was closed, but he was reminded of the deed
next day and had to flee for his life (Ex. 2:12-15).

(2) When Joseph’s brothers sold him into Egypt and saw the caravan
disappear in the distance they thought the matter was over. But
22 years later they had to face it (Gen. 37:1-42:21).

(3) When David had taken Uriah’s wife, had him killed, he thought
the deed was over, but he was forced to meet the consequences
again and again (2 Sam. 11:1ff).

2. God administered justice in Noah’s day to the righteous and unrighteous
(Gen. 6:1ff; Heb. 11:7).

3. God administered justice upon Nadab and Abihu (Lev. 11:1-2).

4. God administered justice to Sodom and Gomorrah—the righteous were
allowed to leave and the wicked were punished (Gen. 19).

5. God rendered justice on the Amalekites (Ex. 17:8; Deut. 25:17-19; 1
Sam. 15:2-9) (412 years from their deed until justice came).

6. God rendered justice to the rich farmer (Lk. 12:16-21). "All accounts
are not settled in October."

Hu«The:Old. Testament'story of Ahab and"Jezebel demonstrates:that. ultimately
wjustice always. comes to: the wicked (1 Kings'21).

1. Itis a true story, and it happened a long time ago, but the characters are
very much like people in the world today.

a.

b.

Naboth was a decent, God-fearing man, who only wanted to be left
alone.

Ahab was the king of Israel, selfish and ungodly. He ruled the nation,
but his wife ruled him. (Many a man has been ruined by a
domineering wife, and many a wife has ruined her marriage by failing
to allow her husband to fulfill his God-given role as head of the
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Lesson Sixteen

THE PSALMS

Introduction:

1. In the English Bible, the book of Psalms is generally at the very
center of the printed text.
a. I checked several Bibles in my library; without a single excep-
tion, opening to the middle page put me in the Psalms.
b. This coincidental fact points to a more important spiritual
truth.
2. The psalms of the Old Testament are at the heart of the spiritual
experiences of Jew and Gentile believer alike.
a. The book of Psalms was a manual and guide for the devotional
life of Jewish believers.
b. It came to be used as a hymnal at the temple and synagogue.
c¢. The early church used it both in public and in private settings.
d. It still serves the people of God today by providing devotional
reflection, comfort, encouragement, praise to God, prayers of
penitence, etc.
3. The Hebrew title of this collection is ‘‘Songs of Praise.”’
a. The book is made up of poems designed for singing.
b. The poetical character of the material makes the psalms so
appealing to tender and penitent hearts.
4. This is the longest book of the Old Testament and is the one most
often quoted in the New Testament.

Body of the Lesson:
1. Background to the Book of Psalms.
A. The book is divided into five groups of songs, each ending with a

B.

doxology. Psa. 1-41; 42-72; 73-89; 90-106; 107-150.

If we take the superscriptions of the various psalms as keys to their

authorship, the book’s contents trace to several writers.

1. Seventy-three are attributed to David. Cf. 2 Sam. 23:1.

2. Two are from Solomon. Psa. 72; 127.

3. One each comes from Heman (Psa. 88) and Ethan (Psa. 89) Cf.
1 Kings 4:31. ‘

4. One was written by Moses. Psa. 90.

5. Twenty-three are said to have been produced by the Levitical
singing groups of Asaph (Psa. 50, 73-83) and Korah (Psa. 42-49;
84; 85; 87).

6. The remainder are anonymous.

. They cover a range of history going as far into Old Testament events

as the exile in Babylon (Psa. 137) and possibly even the return from
captivity (Psa. 126) and the rebuilding of the temple (Psa. 147).

. We do not know when or by whom the book was given its present

arrangement.

. The various headings of the psalms not only indicate authorship but
S

sometimes . . . '

—
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1. Indicate their intended use. E.g., Psa. 30; 92.

2. Tell the occasion of their composition. E.g., Psa. 34; 51, 52.

3. Name the tune to which it was to be played and/or sung. E.g.,
Psa. 56; 57; 69.

F. Several musical notations (e.g., ‘*selah’’) in the Psalms are of uncer-
tain significance.

G. The most important information one needs as background to the
study of Psalms is an appreciation of certain features of Hebrew
poetry generally.

1. Not only the poetical books but also many other sections of the
Old Testament are in poetic form.
2. Poetic expression generally has a greater impact on the hearer/
reader than the straightforward stating of facts.
3. The central feature of Hebrew poetry is parallelism.
a. Hebrew poetry balances thought rather than sound.
b. The poet makes an assertion on the first line and parallels it
with another thought on the next line.
¢. Hebrew poetry is usually in two-line couplets but can have
three, four, or even five lines.

H. Some basic types of parallelism to observe in the poetic literature of

the Bible.
1. Synonymous parallelism.
a. The second line reinforces the thought which was stated in the
first line.
b. E.g., Psa. 19:1; 51:2; 114 (every line); cf. Isa. 1:3.
2. Antithetical parallelism.
a. The second line emphasizes the first by stating a contrasting
thought.
b. E.g., Psa. 1:6; 30:5; 37:21-22; cf. Prov. 10:1-21.
3. Synthetic parallelism.
a. The thought of the first line is extended and made complete by
the second.
b. E.g., Psa. 9:10; 19:7-10; 25:8-10; cf. Prov. 16:12-13.
4. Climactic parallelism.
a. The second line repeats part of the first line and then adds a
new thought.
b. E.g., Psa. 77:1; 94:1; 96:7.

II. The Message of the Book of Psalms.
A. Expression is given to many different sentiments in the book of
Psalms—praise, petition, penitence.
B. Yet all the elements of the collection seem.designed to call attention
1o life’s rwo ways. Psa. 1.

1. The “‘blessed’” person turns from evil (v.1) and finds delight in
the will and ways of God (vs. 2-3).

.2. The *‘wicked’’ person knows only frustration (v. 4) and cannot
stand before the Great Judge (v. 5).

3. Let everyone make a personal choice (v. 6).

C. This psalm may have been written to introduce the whole collection.
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II1. Major Themes and/or Issues in the Book of Psalms.
A. The congeption of God in the book of Psalms,

1.

B S

At the heart of the psalms is the personal God of Israel.

a. The psalmists never tire of praising God as Creator, Sustainer,
Lawgiver, Ruler, Vindicator, and Judge.

b. The personality of God is presented in such concrete and
realistic terms that one who reads these poems knows their
authors trusted in the Lord and took refuge in him.

c. The direct and earnest prayers they prayed were natural out-
pourings of hearts which were intimate with the Almighty.

The psalms stress the infinity of God. Cf. Psa. 139.

a. His is omniscient. Vs. 1-6.

b. He is omnipresent. Vs. 7-12.

c. He is omnipotent. Vs. 13-18

d. He is infinite in righteousness. Vs. 19-24.

. The psalms magnify the goodness of God. Cf. Psa. 103.

a. Individuals know his mercies. Vs. 1-5.
b. His chosen people (i.e., Israel) know his love. Vs. 6-19.
c. All creation rejoices in him. Vs. 20-22.

. God’s righteousness and justice are extolled in the psalms. Cf.

Psa. S.

a. Mankind needs the Lord. Vs. 1-3.
b. God hates evil. Vs. 4-6.

c. God blesses the righteous. Vs. 7-21.

. God is forgiving toward the penitent. Cf. Psa. 51.

a. David repents and pleads for pardon. Vs. 1-9.

b. David seeks spiritual renewal. Vs. 10-14.

c. David expresses his joy over the certainty of God’s willing-
ness to hear a contrite sinner. Vs. 15-17.

. God is the shepherd of his people. Cf. Psa. 23.

a. His people can depend on his care throughout their pilgrim-
age. Vs. 1-4.
b. His people will dwell with him forever. Vs. 5-6.

B. The anticipation of the Messiah in the book of Psalms.

1.

2.

Both Judaism and Christianity see a number of the psalms as
predictions of the Christ.

Several psalms are cited in the New Testament and interpreted as
having spoken of the Christ. A few examples are . . .

Psa. 2; cf. Acts 4:25-28; 13:33; Heb. 1:5; 5:5.

Psa. 16; cf. Acts 2:24-31; 13:35-37.

Psa. 22; cf. Matt. 27:35-46; John 19:23-25; Heb. 2:12.

Psa. 45; cf. Heb. 1:8-9

Psa. 89; cf. Acts 2:30.

Psa. 110; cf. Matt. 22:43-45; Acts 2:33-35; Heb. 1:3; 5:6-10;
6:20; 7:24.

-0 a0 o

. The manner of presenting these psalms in the New Testament

seems to imply that the whole corpus of the psalms is regarded as
foreshadowing the Christ wherever it refers to David or the
Davidic throne.
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[ CLECATE

4. If the thesis of their general messianic import is granted, the
psalms may be seen as pointing to the following roles for the
Christ:

a. Prophet. Psa. 22:22.
b. Priest. Psa. 110:4.
c. King. Psa. 2:6; 45:6.
d. Sufferer. Psa. 22:1-18.
e. Son of God. Psa. 2:7.
5. Jesus claimed that the psalms spoke of him. Write Luke 24:44b__

C. The alleged ‘‘moral problem’’ of the imprecatory psalms.

1. Several psalms are fiery appeals for God to pour out his wrath
upon evildoers and enemies of the nation. Cf. Psa. 35; 69; 109;
137.

a. Liberal scholars see these psalms as ‘‘children of their time”’
and depraved in their sentiment; this view rejects the thesis of
divine inspiration of the psalms. Cf. 2 Pet. 1:21.

b. Some conservatives call them ‘‘sub-Christian’” in tone and
attribute them to an immature stage of progressive revelation;
but progressive revelation in the Bible is movement from par-
tial to complete revelation and not from error to truth. Cf.
2 Tim. 3:16-17.

2. Remember that these are poetic statements, filled with hyperbole,
and are not to be taken with crass literalism.

3. Remember also that divine wrath against sinful persons is a
righteous thing.

a. The psalmists are not pleading for personal revenge but for the
vindication of God’s right ways among men. Psa. 143:12; cf.
Lev. 19:17-18.

b. Harsh statements about showing no pity (Psa. 109:12) and
dashing their children against rocks (Psa. 137:9) are saying no
more nor less than this: you will reap as you have sown. Psa.
137:8.

c. Both Testaments teach that vengeance-taking is God’s busi-
ness (Deut. 32:35; Rom. 12:19), yet both Testaments teach
that God sometimes takes vengeance through human agency
(Gen. 9:6; Rom. 13:4).

4. Finally, remember that no imprecation of the psalms is as severe
as the pronouncements of the New Testament against the wicked.
Matt. 13:49-50; Mark 9:42-48; Rev. 21:8.

5. The imprecatory psalms express, in the vivid language of poetry,
what the Bible teaches throughout: God hates sin and punishes the
evildoer.

D. The use of the psalms by the New Testament church.

1. The early church used psalms in its public worship in song. Eph.

5:19; Col. 3:16.
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9.

10.

a. These texts undoubtedly refer to the Old Testament psalms of
David, Moses, and others.

b. They likely include original compositions of a similar type.

In their Old Testament setting, the psalms were accompanied by

musical instruments. Cf. Psa. 71:22.

. The temple had trained musicians and singers for its services.

1 Chron. 25:1-8.

. When Jewish worship came to center in the synagogue instead of

the temple, the use of instruments was prohibited there.

a. Some have attributed their prohibition to the rabbis’ associa-
tion of instruments with heathen festivals and revelry.

b. More recently it has been argued that their rejection was due to
the rational aspect of devotion emphasized at the synagogue;
synagogue worship was intended to communicate the words of
God which are found in Holy Scripture.

. The Greek noun for psalm (psalmos) and its corresponding verb

(psallein) gradually lost all signification of instrumentation in its
Jewish context and came to mean ‘‘song’’ and ‘‘to sing.”’

. By the time the church came to use the psalms, they had become

unaccompanied songs of praise.

. This point is not seriously disputed among musicologists, lin-

guists, and church historians.

. The appeal to the Old Testament background of the psalms as

accompanied musical pieces in an effort to justify instrumental
music in the New Testament church is without merit.

The worship of the early church was patterned after the syna-
gogue and not the temple.

Many of the psalms are still used by us in worship today.

IV. A Reader’s Guide to the Book of Psalms.
A. Because the psalms are not grouped by themes, no brief summary of
the book is practical here.

1.

2.

3.

Prayers, hymns of praise, prophecies, etc. are mixed indiscrimi-
nately through the five divisions of the book.

The following method for classifying the psalms suggests group-
ing them according to the nature of their contents.

No method of classification is wholly satisfactory, however, for
some psalms combine two or more topics in one poem.

B. An eight-fold classification method for the psalms.

® NN R W

Hortatory psalms. E.g., Psa. 1.

Psalms of praise and adoration. E.g., Psa. 8.
Thanksgiving psalms. E.g., Psa. 107.

Penitential psalms. E.g., Psa. 51.

Psalms concerning Hebrew history. E.g., Psa. 78.
Psalms of petition. E.g., Psa. 80.

Psalms of trust in the Lord. E.g., Psa. 23.
Prophetic psalms. E.g., Psa. 22.
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Conclusion:
1. While most of the Bible is God’s voice calling to his creatures,

the book of Psalms is mankind’s voice raised to the Lord.

2. As the various writers expressed their personal feelings, desires,
and needs, the Spirit of God led them to strike the chords of
sensitive hearts universally.

3. The Spirit revealed ro the psalmists and rhrough them that the
path of life is open to all who will choose to walk in it.

READING ASSIGNMENT FOR NEXT LESSON
Maxi Assignment: The Books of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes,

and Song of Solomon
Mini Assignment: Prov. 3, 5, 10, 31, Eccl. 11, 12, and

Song of Solomon 1.
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Morristown Preachers” Meeting
Aug. 25, 1997

Preaching From the Psalms

Introduction:
The Psalms were Israel’s book of praise and devotion.

We have long known the place of the Psalms in the scheme of redemption. We know the
connection between the Psalms and the New Testament, numerous prophecies, types and
shadows of the Christ and other N.T. principles are found in the Psalms.

We will consider some other portions of the Psalms which have application in our preaching.
There are many passages which, at the practical level, help us as we preach to help our
brethren be more devoted and faithful to the Lord.

A
B.

Worship in the Psalms
A. Psalm 95 contains three succinct points which address different aspects of worship.

1.

Worship With Rejoicing (Enthusiasm) -- 1-5
a. Here is a warning not to drift into His courts with apathy
b. Not mindless enthusiasm, but with reasons:

(1)  That God is the "Rock of our salvation"

(2)  That God is the true God (3)

3) That He is Designer, Creator, and Controller.

2. Worship With Reverence, without which the rejoicing is "shrill and
self-indulgent" (Derek Kidner). -- 6-7a
3. Response — the discussion surrounding not hardening the heart as the
Israelites did after leaving Egypt takes us beyond formal worship to our
service to God. -- 7b-11
B. Psalm 15 shows the characteristics of an acceptable worshiper. Several points are

presented which show the character and behaviors which make a man acceptable to
God as a worshiper. The idea of formal worship is combined with that of dwelling
with God in the use of “abide,” “tabernacle” and “holy hill” in v. 1.

C. Psalm 50 contains a complaint by God against His people for their unacceptable
worship (vv. 1-8). Some of the particulars of the complaint are especially helpful in
light of problems we often face in encouraging brethren to have a right attitude
toward the worship.

1.

They were worshiping God as if they were doing Him a favor by showing up.
It seemed as if they had formed a caricature of God, as some poor beggar,
with His hand out (vv. 9-13).

A solution to the problem is set out in the contrasting attitude demanded by
God, which would constitute repentance on their part: they were to worship
God with thanksgiving, which is the true motivation for all acceptable
worship.
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IL. Prayer in the Psalms
A Several of the Psalms highlight the petitions and complaints of some of God’s people
in Old Testament times.
1. Psalm 12 is a prayer of David for help in the face of wrongs done to him by
others. Sins of the tongue gave rise to David’s complaint in the Psalm (2-4).
a. There is an overall, general lesson regarding prayer in Ps. 12; namely,
that we should pray.
b. As far as we know, David dealt with these problems between himself,
God and the persons involved. In the historical accounts of David’s
life, we do not read of him going and talking to everyone else about
those who had done him harm (cf 2 Sam. 16:9-10).

C. This is good commentary on a New Testament passage (Matt. 5:43-
44).
2. In Psalm 26, David prays for God to examine and try his heart.
a. Likely, David is experiencing harsh criticism from others (v. 1 --
“vindicate,” “judge”). .
b. This kind of prayer gives us the secret of true independence from the

scrutiny and criticisms of men--the willingness for God to search and
judge our hearts (Ps. 32:3-5; 1 Cor. 4:3-5).
c. Contrast David’s prayer here with the “prayer” of the Pharisee in Luke

18.

(1)  David invites God to search and judge his heart; the Pharisee
presents to God the verdict he himself has already passed!
(Luke 18:11).

(2)  While confident of his intentions to serve God, David takes
due note of the need for God’s grace and mercy in his life (3,
7, 11); the Pharisee seems to need none of that, as if he has
already served God sufficiently (Luke 18:11).

d. “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.”
(Psa 19:14)
3. Psalm 42 is a prayer for God’s help and strength in a difficult situation.

a. The psalmist is likely captive in a foreign land and longing to be with
God’s people once again (1-3).
b. Verse 4 contains a lesson in how not to deal with trials and difficulties.
(1)  He says “I pour out my soul within me.” There is the picture
here of one emptying the soul out of itself, and back into itself.
(2) This is a futile and unproductive exercise, at best! Yet, it is
how we often deal with our trials -- we fret and worry a great
deal before we even bring our troubles to God for His help.
c. Inv. 5, things begin to turn around. He reminds himself of the great
help of God (Psa. 46:1-3; Phil. 4:6-7).
d. Inv. 6, he turns to God and pours out his heart to Him now.






4. Psalm 73 deals with Asaph’s struggle to understand a certain problem.

a. The thing vexing his heart was the prosperity of the wicked (vv. 3-5).
b. What was the more fundamental, unspoken issue?
C. The problem was so bad that Asaph had been on the
verge of giving up! (v. 2, 13-14). Asanh's
d. He began to see things more clearly when he sought God sapn S
(v. 176), src—zl'emgnl _In .
: 15 is significant
One interesting thing about Asaph’s prayer in Psalm 73 is that, while -~ whi _Ie itis
he received an answer, it was not an answer (o his original question. God did tempting for
not reveal to him why the wicked prosper while the righteous suffer; He did men to tell their
give Asaph an answer which would help him endure the problem, and enable problems and
him to see the bigger picture of things! doubs to
everyone but
God will answer the prayers of His faithful children (1 John 5:14; God. Asagh saw
Mart. 7:7-11). While God will not speak to us directly, like He did before the the harm in
Bible was produced, we will find answers in the Scriptures, as well as in God's such an
providential work in our lives. approach.
B. There is another aspect of prayer that we must not overlook, which is
present throughout Psalms -- the “higher purpose™ of prayer.
1. There is no need to even mention the overwhelming presence of prayers of
thanksgiving and praise in the book.
2. There is another element of “higher purpose” which is found not only in the

Psalms. but in other portions of the Old Testament as well. This has to do
with identifying with God’s cause. It is well illustrated by the words of
Hezekiah as he prayed for help against the Assyrians in 2 Kings 19:17-19. In
the psalms, it is found in such places as 79:10 and 10:12ff. In fact, these
passages are imprecatory in nature; that is, they call upon God to deal justly
with one’s enemies and other wrongdoers. One reason for the strong element
of complaint in the imprecatory psalms has to do with such relating to God’s
cause in such a way as to look upon God'’s enemies as one''s Ow.

The point is that often our prayers are motivated by our own needs and
desires. The challenge is for our prayer lives to mature to the point that we
would also pray with a higher purpose in mind: that of exalting the name and
character of God, and seeing His name vindicated in the eyes of men.

III.  Sin and Repentance in the Psalms

[Psalm 51 and Psalm 32 are perhaps the most recognized of the psalms of repentance. They conain

marny rich lessons concerning sin and repentance.]
A The emphasize the exceeding weight of sin.

1. Contrast David’s being crushed under the burden of sin with the flippant

attitudes and feelings so many have today.

2. Notice the consequences of sin in the life of a “man after God’s own heart.”






a. There were the spiritual consequences, which were removed when he
was forgiven (Psa. 32:1-2; 51:1-2, 7-10)

b. There were the emotional consequences, arising from guilt (Psa. 34:3-
_ 4;513b,5,8, 11,12, 14).
¢ There were the “natural” consequences; in addition to the things God

had named in 2 Sam. 12, consider verses 18-19. David’s sin had taken
its toll on the nation as well.

B. In them we see the relief which comes from dealing with our sins properly.

1.
2.

3.

4.

This relief is seen in the first words of Psa. 32:1

The verses following Psa. 32:1 show, in contrast, the struggle within a person
who is trying to deny and hide his sin.

Things turned around for David when he made the decision he relates in Psa.
32:56F

After David sought the Lord’s forgiveness, he could then look forward once
again to the “joy of salvation” (Psa. 51:12)

If we fully realized the weight of sin, like David did, we

would more fully appreciate the joy of forgiveness!

C. They show us the grace of God to forgive.

1. Note how David’s words in 32:1 are employed in Romans 4 by Paul, in his
discussion of the grace of God (Rom. 4:6-7). David could enjoy forgiveness
because Christ would someday die on the cross for his sins.

2. In Psa. 51, David prays for forgiveness with a full assurance that God would
forgive (v. 7).

3. The ground of his hope were God’s “loving kindness”, and the “multitude” of
His “tender mercies” (51:1).

D. They demonstrate what is involved in repentance.

L. Psa. 32 -- At first, David kept silent about his sin -- finally, things began to
change: he first confesses his sin.

2. Then, he seeks the forgiveness of God -- he approaches the Lord to cleanse
him, etc. (Psa. 51:1f%).

3. Implied is the fact that he would strive to put this sin from his life (Ps. 32:1,
“And in whose spirit there is no guile.”)

4, Then, in Psa. 51, there is the replacement of wrong behavior with positive,

godly things (v. 13 -- “Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, And
sinners shall be converted to You.”)

a. 1 Thess. 1:9

b. Luke 3:8






V.
A
B
C.
Conclusion:
A.
B.
C.

A

Godly Character in the Psalms

We have already seen what Psalm 15 has to say about the character of one who would
be an acceptable worshiper of Jehovah.
Psalm 1 is also noteworthy with regard to excellent character in a man.

1. It tells, in the negative, what a godly man avoids (1)
2. It tells, in the positive, what a godly man seeks to do (2)
a. An interesting point is made by comparing 1:2 with 2:1. In 2:1 the

heathen rage, and plot vain things. The same word for plot” in that
verse is translated “meditate” in 1.2.
b. The point to be made is that the godly should give the same diligence
to their meditating upon God’s word (day. and night) that the wicked
_give to their plotting (imagining) of wickedness!
Psalm 8 shows, when followed to its quotation in Heb. 2:6fF, that what created man
lost in Adam, he regains in Christ. No matter how hard a man tries to reform his
character, he cannot be pleasing to God and have all that God wants him to have apart
from Christ!

Many other preaching applications can be found in this great book.

Some of the best preaching comes from the Old Testament -- although the system of worship
and the covenant are different (and these differences must be emphasized), there are things
in principle which transcend both covenants, because they are eternal in nature!

May we bring the Psalms more and more into our preaching to the edification of our brethren.

--Tim Forlines
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A Study OfMeSSillniC Psalms by Jason Jackson

Shortly before his ascension, Christ reminded the disci-
ples concerning some of the things he had taught them. He
brought to their attention the truth that “all things must
needs be fulfilled, which are written in the law of Moses,
and the prophets, and the psalms, concerning me” (Lk.
24:44). From Genesis to Malachi, one can see the progres-
sive message of the coming Savior, the Anointed, the Seed
of David, the suffering Servant, the Prince of peace. As
the remarks of the Lord reveal, the book of Psalms pre-
viewed his coming and work.

What are the criteria for classifying a psalm as Mes-
sianic? First, Jesus said the Psalms spoke of him (Lk.
24:44). Second, specific psalms are designated as Mes-
sianic by inspired New Testament writers.

The Nature of Christ - The nature of Christ is one area
the Messianic psalms preview. The name for deity, God,
is applied to Christ by none less than the Father himself.
“Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever” (Psa. 45:6-7;
Heb. 1:8-9). Jesus is also called the Son of God. “Thou
art my son. This day have I begotten thee” (Psa. 2:7; Heb.
1:5). As one who possesses the nature of God, Jesus is
worthy of worship. “And let all the angels worship him”
(Psa. 97:7; Heb. 1:6). Likewise, the prophetic Scriptures
recognize his humanity. “What is man, that thou art mind-
ful of him? Or the son of man, that thou visitest him?
Thou madest him a little lower than the angels... But we
behold him who hath been made a little lower than the an-
gels, even Jesus...” (Heb. 1:6-7, 9; cf. Psa. 8:4-6).

Christ’'s Work - In addition to the nature of Christ, the
Psalms also anticipated his work. “I come to do thy will,
O God” (Psa. 40:7-8; Heb. 10:7). The roles of both king
and priest would be an integral part in his work. “Your
throne, O God, is for ever and ever. A sceptre of equity is
the sceptre of your kingdom” (Psa. 45:6-7; Heb. 1:8-9).
David wrote, “Jehovah saith unto my Lord, Sit thou at my
right hand until I make thine enemies thy footstool. Jeho-
vah will send forth the rod of thy strength out of Zion:
Rule thou in the midst of thine enemies” (Psa. 110:1-2; Mt.
22:43-44; Mk. 12:36; Lk. 20:42-43; Acts 2:34; 1 Cor.
15:25; Heb. 1:13; 10:12-13). Christ’s atoning work as
priest is observed in the following prophetic declaration:
“Thou art a priest for ever, after the order of Melchizedek”
(Psa. 110:4; Heb. 5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:17, 21).

The Rejection of Christ - As the Gospel records indi-
cate, Jesus Christ was rejected by the Jews. This was no
surprise to the Father, the Son, nor the Holy Spirit. The
fact of his rejection was noted in Messianic psalms centu-
ries before (as well as other passages—like Isaiah 53). In
opposition to the popular theory of dispensational premil-
lennialism, which views the Jews’ rejection as an unex-
pected ordeal, the Scriptures had declared: “The stone
which the builders rejected is become the head of the cor-
ner” (Psa. 118:22-23; Mt. 21:42; Mk. 12:10-11; Lk. 20:17;
Acts 4:11; Eph. 2:20; 1 Pet. 2:7). In connection with this
foreknown rejection, the Psalms displayed an awareness of
the Lord’s betrayal. Christ quoted from Psalm 41:9, say-
ing: “I speak not of all of you: I know whom T have cho-
sen: but that the scripture may be fulfilled, he that eateth
my bread lifted up his heel against me” (Jn. 13:18). Inter-
estingly, in this quotation Christ omits the phrase, “in
whom I trusted” (vs. 9). The situation of the Psalmist typi-
fied the Lord’s own circumstances; however, while the
picture of a friend’s betrayal was generally appropriate, the
one element which the Lord excludes was not characteris-
tic of his relationship with Judas. He knew in advance that
Judas would betray him; it could not be said that the Lord
“trusted” him (Jn. 6:64). Psalm 41:9 illustrates how the
experiences faced by the psalmists were often fypes of the
kinds of ordeals that Christ would experience. A type in-
volves similarities, not an exact duplication.

Psalm 69 contains a great deal of Messianic material,
but the entire Psalm is not Messianic. In view of the flaw-
less character of Jesus, verse five was obviously applicable
only to the inspired composer, for he said: “O God, thou
knowest my foolishness; and my sins are not hid from
thee.” The correct interpretation of Messianic psalms is
known by the light of the New Testament and its usage of
them.

Jesus” Suffering and Death - No passage in all of the
Bible predicts the suffering and death of Christ in the way
Psalm 22 does. “My God, my God, why hast thou forsak-
en me?” (Psa. 22:1; Mt. 27:46; Mk. 15:34). The antago-
nism and malice of the crowd is observed. “Commit your-
self unto Jehovah, let him deliver you” (Psa. 22:8; Mt.
27:43). Details relating to his death were previewed.
“They pierced my hands and my feet” (Psa. 22:16; In.
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20:25). “They part my garments among them” (Psa.
22:18; Mt. 27:35; Lk. 23:34; Jn. 19:24).

The Resurrection - One of the most remarkable fea-
tures of the Messianic psalms is found in the prophecy of
Jesus’ resurrection. “I have set Jehovah always before me:
Because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.
Therefore, my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: My
flesh also shall dwell in safety. For thou wilt not leave my
soul to Sheol; neither wilt thou suffer thy holy one to see
corruption” (Psa. 16:8-10). This Psalm does not portray
some experience of the writer which finds its fulfillment in
the life of Christ. To the contrary, it is a prediction by the
prophet David which has nothing to do with his own death.
The New Testament commentary of the inspired Peter is
this: “Brethren, I may say unto you freely of the patriarch
David, that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is
with us unto this day. Being therefore a prophet, and
knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of
the fruit of his loins he would set one upon his throne, he
foreseeing this spake of the resurrection of the Christ, that
neither was he left unto Hades, nor did his flesh see cor-
ruption” (Acts 2:29-31).

Anthony Ash comments on Psalm 16:10 in the follow-
ing way: “In Acts 2, Peter, quoting from the LXX, applies
this verse to Jesus’ resurrection. Pif has the same conso-
nants as the word for ‘corruption’ (the LXX translation),
which lends itself to Peter’s argument (see also Acts
13:35). However Peter may have been guided by God in
applying this text, the psalmist is not teaching resurrection
here” (p. 75; emp. added). The problem is: Peter’s lan-
guage does not lend itself to Ash’s argument. Ash implies
that even though the psalmist was not teaching the resur-
rection, God could have guided Peter to say that the psalm-
ist was speaking of the resurrection.

Peter, by the Spirit of truth (Jn. 16:13), affirmed that
David was a prophet, and that he foresaw, and spake of the
resurrection of the Christ (Acts 2:30-31). It is incredible
that one should claim: “The psalmist is not teaching resur-
rection here.” Peter does not suggest that the language of
Psalm 16:10 is simply a fitting way to speak of Christ’s
resurrection. He argues, in the clearest terms possible, that
David was prophesying about the resurrection of Jesus
when he wrote Psalm 16:10. Paul makes the same point in
Acts 13:35-37. Ash’s statements contradict the inspired
commentary of the New Testament. His thoughts must be
rejected. Interestingly, the gentleman says elsewhere: “If
the NT use of the OT does not suit our conditions of under-
standing, it is we who must change” (29). We might say to
him this parable, “Physician, heal thyself.”

Conclusion - The book of Psalms provides a thrilling
study of Christ. His nature, work, rejection, betrayal, suf-
fering, death, and resurrection are all previewed there.
“Now therefore be wise, O ye kings: Be instructed, ye
judges of the earth. Serve Jehovah with fear, And rejoice
with trembling. Kiss the son, lest he be angry, and ye per-
ish in the way. For his wrath will soon be kindled.
Blessed are all they that take refuge in him” (Psa. 2:10-12).

Ash, Anthony (1980), The Psalms (Austin, TX: Sweet).
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Prophetic Portraits
of the

MESSIAH

Shortly before his ascension back to heaven, Jesus
declared: “All things must needs be fulfilled, which
are written in the law of Moses, and the prophets,

-and the psalms, concerning me” (Lk. 24:44). This

three-fold division of the Old Testament was com-
mon to the Jews. The “law” referred to the first five
books. The “prophets” included Joshua, Judges,
Samuel, and Kings, as well as the formal prophets—
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel—and the Twelve, Hosea
through Malachi. The “psalms” (also called Holy
Writings) encompassed all the poetical literature,
Ruth, Esther, Chronicles, Ezra-Nehemiah and Dan-
iel. More than 300 prophecies pointing to the Mes-
siah are scattered throughout these writings. Note
some of these under the three classifications cited.

THE LAW

The Woman'’s Seed (Gen. 3:15)
Abraham’s Seed (Gen. 22:18)
Shiloah (Gen. 49:10)

Lamb of God (Ex. 12:1ff)
Brazen Serpent (Num. 21:9)
Prophet like Moses (Dt. 18:15tf)

THE PROPHETS

David’s Seed (2 Sam. 7:12-13)

The Virgin’s Son (Isa. 7:14)

Prince Of Peace (Isa. 9:6)

Branch Out Of David (Isa. 11:1ff)

The Precious Cornerstone (Isa. 28:16)

The Gentle Servant (Isa. 42:1-3)

The Suffering Servant (Isa. 53)

The Righteous Branch (Jer. 23:5)

Herod’s Slaughter Of The Babies (Jer. 31:15)
The Son Called From Egypt (Hos. 11:1)
Three Days In The Tomb (Jon. 1:17)

Birth In Bethlehem (Mic. 5:2)

Priest Upon His Throne (Zech. 6:12-13)
Betrayed - Thirty Silver Coins (Zech. 11:12-13)
Shepherd Slain (Zech. 13:7)

PSALMS (HOLY WRITINGS)

The Living Redeemer (Job 19:25)

Jehovah’s Anointed (Psa. 2)

The Risen Savior (Psa. 16)

The Pierced Sacrifice (Psa. 22)

The Submissive Sacrifice (Psa. 40:6-8)

Abuse On The Cross (Psa. 69:21)

King Of Kings (Psa. 89:27)

King And Priest (Psa. 110)

The Reigning Christ (Dan. 7:13-14)

The Anointed One Cut Off (Dan. 9:24-27)
WJ




PSALMS 1

"Blessed is the man that walketh not.in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in
the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law
of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night, And he shall be like a tree
planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also
shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. The ungodly are not so: but are
1ike the chaff which the wind driveth away. Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the
judgment, nor simners in the congregation of the righteous. For the Lord knoweth the way of

the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish."

Psalms 1 peeds no title, hecause it.is 8c.plain,.snd because it is ftself a preface.to.
all the great matters, which.come.aftex it. "“The sum of this Psalm is that the just and he

alone is blessed. It incites us to._the.love of.righteousness by. presenting-proper..hopea.
By pointing to the dreadful end of the wicked, it.warns.us.to.flee from all. iniquity. It is
a compend of all the Psalms, and indeed of all Scripture. In mary of our Bibles the captiomn

given is, 'The happiness of the godly. The unhappiness of the ungodly.'" (W. S. Pl g,

THE RIGHTEQUS

First, "blessed is the man . . ." The word "blessed" {s in the Hebrew.plural, denoting

the richness of the variety of blessings secured to the righteous. Adam Clarke says it ''may
be considered as an exclamation produced by comtemplating the state of that man who has taken
God for his portion; O the blessedness of the man!"

Second, the negative charactexistics of the xighteous are given, (1) He '"walketh not

in the counsel of the ungodly'"(w{cked, ASV). "ialketh" refers to the whole round. of the

)

activities of one's life or that which one practices. _"Counsel” denotes not merely the
advice of the wicked, but his aims, his maxims, his principles, and his practices. The
"ungodly" ox “wicked" are those who have no place im their thoughts and lives for God. (kom.

1:18-28.) "Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men. Avold

{t, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away." (Prov. 4:14,15.) (2) He does not stand

"{n the way of sinners." "Sinners" are those who "miss the mark" or "pass over the pro-



hibited limits." The sinner not only does not do good, but he does evil., This man adds
outward transgression to the sinfulness of his heart. ''To stand! means.that.one-has-stopped
gz_lg&;g;gdﬂa@oundmlongNenoughwtownlluu@exilwsgwgs&MAWzxABimixmdgnoteswAmggsny4ngwsena4&&~e-
ness to sin,
"Wice is a monster of so frightful
mien,
As, to be hated, needs only to be
seen; |
Yet seen too oft, familiar with her
face,
We first endure, thea pity, then embrace."
(Alexander Pope.)

(3) He sitteth not "in the seat of the gscornful'' (scoffers, ASV). "Scoffers' are those who

scorn, mock, and deride truth and sacred things, Peter mentions those who would mock, ridi-

cule, and hold up to scorn the idea of the Lord coming again. (2 Pet, 3:1-4). The righteous
aan deliberately refuses association with people of this type.

"A gteady progress in sin is indicated-~walking, standing, sitting. Firat, stepping

aside from the right path into crooked ways in compliance with evil.counsel; secopdly.,..cons
ng;ggingwawlinewoﬁweonduebmeonleienceMzandemn‘;nuhrmlag:,Ngi&;igsmdQﬁnﬁéﬁw&b$m9!RQEQSM9£M£$2”
ful pleasure, conscience drugged or seared, God openly despised. A picture of how many lives
once bright with hope.” (E. R. Condor.) Achan saw, he coveted, and he took. (Josh. 7:21.)
David looked upon Bathsheba; he desired her; he lay with her; he tried to deceive her husband;.
he got her husband drunk; and he fianlly had him murdered. (2 Sam. 1l1.)

Third, the righteous wan is deacribed positively under two heads. (1) “But his._delight

is in the law of the Lord." '"Delight' means "pleasure,” 'desire,' a matter in the mind that

is acceptable, delightsome, desired, It is from a root word which means "to incline tgf;/, .
V7
fig. to be pleased with, desire . . . (have, take) delight, desire, favor, like . . . (Strong)

The righteous man loves the word of God, .not.only. ta. resd, but to follow as the rule _of.his

RAAAETF s 1 bk A

1ife.. "O how love I thy law! it {s my meditation all the day." (Psa. 119:97). 'Bleased
are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. (Matt.

5:6,) "As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word that ye way grow thereby."




(I Pet, 2:2.) (2) "And in hig law doth.-he.meditate.day.and.onight." 'Meditate' means "to

ponder or reflact on: muse over: conajder: contemplate . . ." (Webster.) "The power of

reflection chiefly distinguishes & man from a brute. The habit of reflection chiefly dia-

tinguishes a wise man from a fool . . . Without medita , r.thrives,. prayer is

\l:E§Eiﬂg.BEAilgmdgll,mnnd*xnlig&ouoﬁdu&iesmunpnozixahlg." W. S, Plumer.) Meditation on

the word of God on the part of the righteous 1is not an occasional practice, but {t {s his
work day and night. Paul told Timothy to “give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to

doctrine . . . Meditate upon these things . . ." (I Tim. 4:13,15.)

Fourth, the four results that follow the way of the righteous are clearly named, (1)

"And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water." The words, "rivers of waters,"

are sometimes used figuratively (Psa. 119:136; Lam. 3:48); they are used to refer to actual
rivers (2 Kga, 5:12); and they are used to refer to artificial streams. (Prov. 21:1; Deut.
11:10.) "The original words properly denote canals or channels, as customary means of arti-
ficial irrigation. Hence the single tree is said to overhang more than one, because gurround-
ed by them." (Alexander.) To be planted suggested permanency of connection. He shall be
rooted, anchored, and stedfast (Col. 2:5-7)/ he shall be fed and nourished from an unending
fountain of rich treasures. (cf. John 4:14.) (2) '"That bringeth forth his fruft in his

geason,"” '"Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the coiirts of

our God. They shall bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat and flourishing." (Isa.
f2:13,14.) The righteous man will continue to be a vigorous, productive, fruit bearing ser-
vant of the Lord all the days of his life. '"Herein is my Father glorified that ye bear much

fruit; so shall ye be my disciples." (John 15:8.) (3) "His leaf also shall not wither."

What a contraat to the threat.of Xsaiah against the wicked of his time: 'Ye shall be as ap

Loak _whose. leaf fadeth, .and.as.a-garden..that.hath no water." (Isa, 1:30,) "His profession

of true religion shall always be regular and unsullied; and his faith be ever shown by his
works." (A. Clarke.) Just as a tree planted by the 'rivers of water' exhibits" all the
fragrance and all the beauty of a perpetual spring' so shall it ever be with the righteous

man. His life is evergreen. (4) "And whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.' This etatement

contains a general truth, or '"contains an affirmatfion as to the natural and proper effect

of religion, or of a life of piety." (A. Barnes.) Paul wrote, '"For bodily exercise profiteth

little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now ?s,



and of that which {8 to come." (I Tim. 4:8.) 'Verily I say unto you, There {8 no man that
hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children,or
lands, for my sake, and the gospel's, But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time,
houses, and brethrem, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions;
and in the world to come eternal life." (Mark 10:29,30.) The phrase "and whatsocever he
doeth shall prosper' 1is sometimes translated "in whatsoever he doeth, he shall prosper,"
suggesting that the man who delights i{n God and in God's word, shall prosper, regardless of
vhether the enterprises {n which he {nvests succeed or fail. (cf. Jossph. Gen, 39:1?23.)
THE_UNGODLY

First, there is a_tremendous difference between the righteoua and. the ungedly.. "The

ungodly are not so." 1In contrast to the righteous the ungodly "walk in the counsel of the

counsel of the ungodly, stand in the way of sinners, sit in the seat of the scornful; their
delight 18 not {n the law of the Lord, neither do they meditate in God's word day and night;

nor are they like a well watered tree, bringing forth seasonable fruit, uil covered with

green folfage; and whatsoever they do shall in the end work their shame and overthrow. A
sad and utter defeat of all their plans await the ungodly." (. S. Plumer.)
Second, the ungodly are "like.the chaff which the wind driveth away." The Hebrew word

chashash rendered chgff means dyry grass or hay. The Hebrew word mots refers to the husk of

the wheat. "In ancient‘ctmeg'it was considered of no value at all, and when corn was winnow-
ed, it wvas throwm up in the air until the wind had blown all the chaff avay." (G. Rawlinson.)
Chaff 1s used throughout the-scriptures-ss—an-emblem-of-what-is-weak-and.uwarthless, and as
.2 _symbol of the destruction.of..the.wicked. (Job 21:18; Psa. 35:5; Isa. 5:24; 17:13; Matt.
3:12. The "ungodly" or 'wicked' are not necessarily gross sinners, as that expression is
generally understood, but may be active, religious people who have failed to let the will of
God control their lives (Matt. 7:21-23), or they may be people who have buried their talents.

(Matt, 25:14-30.)

Third, the ly "shall o Judgment." The word "stand" means to endure

r withstand & teat. The lives of the wicked are not built on the word of God and they can-

not withetand the trials of 1{fe (Matt, 7:24-27), but particularly, as this verse probably

means, they will not be able to maintain their cause and have any support in the final judg-

ment. (Eccle. 12:13,14; I Tim. 5:24,25). They will not be found among those acquitted and




.=
and approved by the Judge of all the earth.

Fourth, the ,,ungodly.—r!hllrl-notu.—»~.&E&ndm',',tn.w.thQ;;:QQQ&!.C.B!‘!Zi.onwaofwbhe:.,n-tghe(‘;eousm:&vmcxeéﬂls
people are now dispersed all over the world, but the day is coming when they shall all be
gongregated together; there shall be an céernal separation of Cod's friends and God's foes.
(Matt. 25:46.) In this life the tares and the wheat grow together (Matt. 13:24-30), and the
sheep and goats often herd together (cf., Matt, 25:31-46), but no wickadness shall be in
that eternsl city. (Rev. 21:127.) This principle needs to be loved and practiced in the

church today. (e¢f. I Cor. $:1-13.)
THE LORD KNOWS

First, "the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous." To "know" means to recognize

and to approve. God is said to "know" those of whom he approves, and on whom he "1lifts up
the light of his countenance." (Psa. 4:6.) 'Only those whom God approves, and loves, as

his friends, will be able to stand in the day when the great decision shall be made . . .

No one can be admitted to the favor of God, and to the rewards of heaven, whose character

1s not such that {t will bear the scrutiny of the Omniscient eye." (A, Barnes.)

Second, ''the way of the ungodly shall perish.," This is given as the reason why the

ungodly shall not be able to stand in the judgment. God does not approve or recognise

their ways. The Lord will say to some in the judgment, " . . . I never knew you; depart

from me, ye that work iniquity,” t.e., I never recognized or approved your way. (Matt, 7:23.)
David was envious and fretful of the wicked's prosperity (Psa. 73:1-3) until he went into

the "sanctuary of God; then understood I their end." (P;a. 73:16,17.) Let the wicked
prepare to mast Goéfzge/know their end 1f they continue in their wicked state. (2 Thess.
1:7-9.)
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Psalms 4
Franklin Camp

Read carefully the third psalm before you begin the study
of the fourth. Psalms 3 is called “A Morning Prayer.” This is
based on Verse 5 of the third psalm which says: “I1aid me down

and slept; I awaked; for the Lord sustained me.” Psalms 3 is

assigned to the period of David’s flight from Absalom. In con-

aection with Psalms 3 and 4, read II Samuel, Chapters. 15,

through 18. Notice carefully the relatlonshlp of some of these
-ses with the Third Psalm. Compare Psalms 3.1 with Il Sam-
wyi 13:1-12,, Compare Psalms 3:2 with II Samuel 16:18; Psalms
3:3 with IT Samuel 15:25; Psalms 3:4 with II Samuel 15:30-31;
Psalms 3:5 w1th IT Samuel 17: 27-29 These two psalms, one

L. _Prayer helps one see his problems in the right perspec-
tive. All have problems of some kind. Prayer helps one
tosee them in the proper light and not to be overwhelm-
ed by them,

2. Prayer helps one listen to God instead of those who
deny God.

3. Prayer helps one appreciate the spiritual over the
material. Read Psalms 3:3-5.

4. Prayer enables one to have a sense of security - “Thou
art a shield.” God promised Abraham that He would be
his shield. Read Genesis 15:1. This is the first time the
word “shield” appears in the Bible. Now read Psalms
5:12, 28:7, 33:20, 84:11 and finally, Ephesians 6:16.

S, Prayerhelps one face the day with expectation of bless-
ings. David said, “He is the lifter up of my head.”

6. Prayer helps one to be thankful - “I laid me down and
slept.”

7. Prayer helps, one face life’s problems without fear -
“I will not be afraid.”

8. _Prayer helps one find companionship in God when
lonely. Did you pray this morning? If not, consider what

- you missed.

PSALMS 4
Psalms 4 is an “Evening Psalm™ and was composed in refer-

-£nce.to the same event as Psalms 3, but at a later period. Some
thmk think this psalm was at the time of Dav1d’s nersecutlon by, Qaul

ﬂlght from Absalom )

I _A PLEA

._“Hear hen I call.” Prayer is not just a formal
thing. The prayers of the Pharisees were formal and
_]ust for show Study Matthew 6:5-8.

B. 1 ’s prayer, study the model
prayer, Matthew 6:9-13. Note its reverence, its simpli-
city, its conciseness, its specific requests. Now read
Verses 14 and 15 as here we have a prerequisite for our
prayers being heard.

_C.Prayer must be in faith (James 1:6-7).
D. Prayer must bg unselfish (James 4:3).
efﬁak%Qﬁ,ﬁod.anghteonsness”
1. The righteousness of God, First, this sugge.

Jatureof God’scharacier- He is righteons. He cannat
grant a request. that is contrary to His. nature, Study
carefully, Abraham’s..prayer -in..Genesis 18:23-33,
“Notice Abraham’s appeal to God’s eharaeter(ﬁenc-
sis 18:25). Abraham knew that God made a distinc-
tion between the righteous and the wicked - “That it
be far from thee to slay the righteous with the wick-
ed.” Thus, it would be.contrary-to-God’s.nature-to-

destroy the righteous. with the wicked.
2. Shall not.the judge of all the earth do.right?” God’s
_ character is.such. that.He cannot do that which. is
nggmml LQur.prayers.to God.-must.always be in
keeping with His character. God’s character is
revealed in His word. God cannot answer a prayer
that is contrary to His will, To.a od. 10, siqmghat,
which_would involve His sefting.aside. His.will,.is
fo ask the impossible. To.pray. for.a.miracle. today
(Cont’d on page 2)




is to ask for that which is contrary to God’s will.
Miracles have ceased (I Cor. 13:8-13). When some
ask the question, “Does God not have power to

3. Suffering is not evidence thatGod does not care for
us (I Peter 3:10-16).

perform miracles today?” the answer is, “Yes”. M “mmw
But the question is not merely, “Does God have :
; A ST % Hie wril]o IV. AN APPEAL
power to perform miracles?” but, “Is it His will? T andl i 2
Miracles were to confirm the word and the word has we and sin_not

A. This language is a little strange in our modern religious

life. Our vocabulary is of a different type and order.
ords li fi mbling appear to be a

_obsolete today. We place the emphasis on such words as
happiness, joy, peace, and comfort, but the psalmist
takes us back to a quite different plain — “Stand in awe
‘and sin not.” o.consider. c&mﬁull.ythe-hM
of God and His attitude toward sin. Th

_mwmm.aﬂmmhfnmm&w

now been confirmed (Mark 16:20 and Hebrews
2:1-4).
<‘~r ) @.. ne

Fthewa f Dav1d being righteous. David’s righteous-

ness was based on the means provided by God. Read

Luke 1:6, We are made righteous through the sacri-
fice of Christ and our obedience to the gospel (11 Cor.

ts
5: 21 Rom. 6: 3. 4, Phil. 3:9). God’s character and our atsin as God does.Read.-the first.verses.of Isaiah 6 and
appropriation of the righteousness which He has %&ngemdsmmgme@fmeﬁhm&

provided in the gospel are the basis of our prayers.

F. “Thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress.”
1. Look back at IT Samuel and notice God’s providence
watching over David. Notice the number of friends
that came to David during this period of time.

“There came.a messenger saying...(Il Sam. 15:13)
“And the king’s servants said...(IL Sam. 15:15)

“Then said the king to Ittai the.Gittite...(IL.Sam.
15:19-22) Zibba (II Sam. 16:1-4)

B. “Stand in awe and sin not.” If we do not stand in awe, we
are likely to sin and think lightly of it. There are so many
and varied interpretations that we can put upon sin..We,

can treat sin as though it’s only a moral mistake. We can
blame our sins on g;hgs It’s easy to say that somebody
W

else made me do it. We.can blam
doing in our day. But excuses such as this for sin do not
solve the problem.

C. Christ’s in has been befor
Izﬁhgbim%%%%;@%@*gggﬂﬁm %Il" S E;S le7n§7-2? ) church and the world for many centuries, but neither the
S DO woncer Ll LaviC.ia o8 hast enlargss world nor the church has fully accepted it. The old prac-
_me when I was_in.distress”

tice of straining out gnats and swallowing camels stil!

plea was for God’s mercy, not David’s merit. This must prevails. And if sins which the Jews considered greau

: - ; have been recognized in their extreme littleness, still
also be our plea..The Pharisee made his plea on his 4 i
: ; Y those which they considered to be too small to deserve
merit. The public

TR Ca was ba Y notice are looked upon very much as Jews looked upon
ALuke 18:10-14) them in our Saviour’s day. On the whole sin, according
II AN EXHORTATION

to the world and according to the church, is more what
& .’ This is David’s exhortation to the ones

the Scribes and the Pharisees pronounced it and what
that had joined Absalom in rebellion against him and here

G. “Have mercy upon me and hear my prayer.” David’s

Jesus Christ said it was.

appeals to them to consider their actions. D. “Commune.with.your own heart upon your bed.and-be
A. David’s opposition gloried in_their shame (See Phil. still=When we have liness of G

Wwe are then to.have.a.talk with ourselves, The heart is
the seat of not only the desires and emotions, but also of
the conscience and the intellect. The psalmist.appealed
in these words_to the conscience.and.the reason of his

hearers. He would have us collect our thoughts and say
e,

3182109
B. _David gloried in his God. Paul’s enemies gloried in the.
flesh, but Paul gloried in the cross (Gal. 6:13-14).
C. An exhortation to forsake their vanities and lies. . The

Jews who opposed Christianity gloried in the flesh.and
l.e.cl.agmnat.th.ﬂnﬂ&(la_rr_lggs.ﬂl:!). Let us learn not to
glory in earthly things, but in the Lord (I Cor. 1:31).

in our hearts something like the words of Isaiah, “Come
ye and let us walk in the light of Jehovah.” In Psalms

17:6 weread, “1 commune with mine own heart,.and my
spirit made diligent search ” Here David and his heart
are talklng together. In Psalms 16:7 the psalmist says,

“My reins also instruct.me.in the night scasons.” The

heart and the reins are the same thing and taken to-

IIT AN ASSURANCE (Verse 3)

“But know that the Lord has set apart him that is godly for
himself. The Lord will hear when I call unto him.” The
primary reference is to David who was annointed and set e ;
apart as king. David believed that God’s providence would gether they indicate the yonseience.

care for him because he belonged to God. Christians are., E. (The phrase “upon _your bed” or."to_commune upon
S one’s bed” is a form of expression taken from the com-
: 1. Define the word “church”.and the word.“sanctified.” V' “mon practice and experience of men. We know tha

2 megumgs as.Dayid,.they_are during our association with men in the day time our
kings (Rev. 1:6).., (Cont’d on page 3)
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