According to the Pattern

* Hebrews 8:5 "Who serve the copy and shadow

of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely
instructed when he was about to make the
tabernacle. For He said, ‘See that you make all
things according to the pattern shown you on the
mountain” (Exodus 25:40; 26:30; Acts 7:44).

!

Copies of Things in Heaven

* Hebrews 9:23-24 “Therefore it was
necessary that the copies of the things
in heaven should be purified with these,
but the heavenly things themselves with
better sacrifices than these, For Christ has
not entered the holy places made with
hands, which are copies of the true, but
into heaven itself, now to appear in the
presence of God for us.”

Jesus Serves in the Greater
Tabernacle

+ Hebrews 9:11 “But Christ came as High
Priest of the good things to come with the
greater and more perfect tabernacle not
made with hands, that is, not of this
creation.”

The Laver

» A laver stood outside the tabernacle in
which Aaron and his sons were to wash
before entering the tent of meeting or
ministering at the altar — Exodus 30:18-21.

Cleansing for Service

+ The laver was used for cleansing before
ministering before God.

Observe that one must have his sins
washed away in baptism before he can
serve in the church — Acts 2:38-41, 47;
22:16; 1 Peter 3:21.

Continual cleansing is available through
the blood of Jesus — 1 John 1:7.




The Holy Place Was a Type of
the Church

+ Hebrews 9:1-2 “Then indeed, even the first
covenant had ordinances of divine service and
the earthly sanctuary. For a tabernacle was
prepared: the first part, in which was the
lampstand, the table, and the showbread,
which is called the sanctuary.”

(e

The Holy Place Was a Type of
the Church

* Acts 15:14-17 "Simon has declared how God
at the first visited the Gentiles to take out of
them a people for His name. And with this
the words of the prophets agree, just as it is
written: ‘After this | will return And will rebuild
the tabernacle of David, which has fallen
down; I will rebuild its ruins, And | will set it
up; So that the rest of mankind may seek the
Lord, Even all the Gentiles who are called by
My name, Says the Lord who does all these
things™ (Amos 9:11-12).

The Lampstand

+ On the south side of the Holy Place
stood the lampstand (Exodus 25:31-40).

Light in the Church

+ Jesus is the light — John 1:4-8.
+ God's word gives light.
- Psalm 119:105 “Your word is a lamp to my
feet And a light to my path.”
— Psalm 19:8 “The statutes of the Lord are right,
rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the
Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes.”

Light in the Church

» Churches dispense the light of the gospel.
— Revelation 1:20 "The mystery of the seven
stars which you saw in My right hand, and the
seven golden lampstands: The seven stars
are the angels of the seven churches, and the
seven lampstands which you saw are the
seven churches.”

» Christians are to be the light of the world —
Matthew 5:14-16.

The Table of Shewbread

+ The table of shewbread was placed on the
north wall — Exodus 25:23-30.

* It held twelve cakes of fine flour placed in two
rows on the table every Sabbath, with the
cakes which were removed being eaten by
the priests — Leviticus 24:5-9.




The Lord’s Table The Altar of Incense

The table of shewbread seems to typify the * Exodus 30:1-10, 34-38 On the altar of incense,

which stood before the veil, the priests offered
a sweet smell every morning and evening.

» Blood was also placed on the four horns of the

table of the Lord in the church.

The early church came together to eat the
Lord’s supper — 1 Corinthians 11:17, 18, 20,
33.

They came together on the first day of the
week — 1 Corinthians 16:1-2; Acts 20:7.
Christians are described as priests — 1 Peter
2:5, 9 — therefore, they should eat of the

table.
The Prayers of the Saints The Veil
* Revelation 8:3-4 “Then another angel, having " £ veil divided the Holy Place from the Most

Holy Place.

Exodus 26:31-33 “You shall make a veil woven
of blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine
woven linen. It shall be woven with an artistic
design of cherubim. You shall hang it upon the

a golden censer, came and stood at the altar.
He was given much incense, that he should
offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon
the golden altar which was before the throne.

And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers four pillars of acacia wood overlaid with gold.
of the saints, ascended before God from the Their hooks shall be gold, upon four sockets of
angel's hand.” %z a1 silver. And you shall hang the veil from the

clasps. Then you shall bring the ark of the
Testimony in there, behind the veil. The veil
shall be a divider for you between the holy
place and the Most Holy” (Hebrews 9:3).

The Veil Was a Type of Christ's The Most Holy Place
BOdy _ * Inside the veil was the Most Holy Place -
* Hebrews 10:19-20 “Therefore, brethren, Hebrews 9:3-5
having boldness to enter the Holiest by the Horm
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way e il P
which He consecrated for us, through the [riche S LU T . N
veil, that is, His flesh.” ik b2 2 L.(':):‘ Qe i
* Matthew 27:50-51 “And Jesus cried out o0foe é ] z
again with a loud voice, and yielded up His - i
spirit. Then, behold, the veil of the temple Teved =
was torn in two from top to bottom; and the Tl Rohe Cont of The Tahemacis

earth quaked, and the rocks were split.” v e
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The Most Holy Place Is a Type of
Heaven

+ Hebrews 6:19-20 “This hope we have as an
anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast,
and which enters the Presence behind the
veil, where the forerunner has entered for us,
even Jesus, having become High Priest
forever according to the order of
Melchizedek.”

The Mercy Seat

* Placed on top of the ark of the covenant
was the mercy seat, where God said He
would meet His people — Exodus 25:18-
22.

The Ark of the Covenant

* In the Most Holy Place was the ark of the
covenant, with an omerful of manna,
Aaron’s rod that budded and the two
tables of the covenant inside — Exodus
25:10-16 ;

The Mercy Seat

* Hebrews 9:24 “For Christ has not entered
the holy places made with hands, which
are copies of the true, but into heaven
itself, now to appear in the presence of
God for us.”

The Mercy Seat Was a Symbol
of God’s Throne

* Hebrews 4:14-16 "Seeing then that we have
a great High Priest who has passed through
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us
hold fast our confession. For we do not have
a High Priest who cannot sympathize with
our weaknesses, but was in all points
tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us
therefore come boldly to the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to
help in time of need.”




Priesthood in the Old and New
Testaments

The Need for Sacrifice

+ Genesis 2:17b “...in the day that you eaf of it
you shall surely die.”

— In more than 60 instances of the use of this
expression, it means sudden, violent death.

+ How could God be just and allow Adam and

Eve to live?

~He interposed the sudden, violent death of His
Son on the cross of Calvary.

— Genesis 3:15 “And | will put enmity Between you
and the woman, And between your seed and her
Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall
bruise His heel.”

Sacrifices During the Patriarchal
Age

- It appears men were required to offer
sacrifices, as in the case of Cain and Abel
(Genesis 4:3-5; Hebrews 11:4; Romans
10:17).

« Later, Jacob would offer a sacrifice
following the making of a covenant with
Laban (Genesis 31:54).

Sacrifices During the Patriarchal
Age
» In particular, the heads of families offered

sacrifices.
+ Noah built an altar and offered sacrifices
after they left the ark — Genesis 8:20-22.

+ Job offered offerings for his children in
case they had sinned — Job 1:5.

Sacrifices During the Patriarchal
Age

Follow the aitars of Abraham.

- Terebinth tree of Moreh — Genesis 12:6-7

— Between Bethel and Ai - Genesis 12:8; 13:4

— Terebinth trees of Mamre — Genesis 13:18

—On Mt. Moriah ~ Genesis 22:9

When Abraham did not build an altar, he

depended too much on himself.

—When he went to Egypt during a famine — Genesis
13:10-19

— In the case of Abimelech, king of Gerar — Genesis
20

Aaron and His Family Were
Called to be Priests

« After the tabernacle was built, the family of
Aaron were made priests.

— Exodus 28:1a “Now take Aaron your brother, and
his sons with him, from among the children of
Israel, that he may minister to Me as priest,...”

— Numbers 3:10a “So you shall appoint Aaron and
his sons, and they shall attend to their
priesthood...."

+ Hebrews 5:4 “And no man takes this honor to
himself, but he who is called by God, just as

Aaron was.”




No One Else Could Seize the
Position God Gave Them

+ Other ambitious men tried to seize the
priesthood — Numbers 16:1-3.
- Korah, Dathan and Abiram challenged Aaron’s
right to the priesthood.
+ God confirmed Aaron as priest — Numbers
16:4-34.
— The earth swallowed Korah, Dathan, Abiram and
all those who stood with them.

God Confirmed Aaron’s
Priesthood

» The 250 leaders of the people were

consumed with fire — Numbers 16:35-40.

- Their censors, which had been dedicated to
God, were hammered into a covering for the
altar.

—"...no outsider, who is not a descendant of
Aaron, should come near to offer incense before
the Lord...."

» Then, God caused Aaron's rod to bud to
show He had selected him from among the
tribes — Numbers 17:1-11.

There Were Many Aaronic
Priests

» Hebrews 7:23 "Also there were many
priests because they were prevented by
death from continuing.”

» Numbers 20:28 “Moses stripped Aaron of
his garments and put them on Eleazar his
son; and Aaron died there on the top of
the mountain. Then Moses and Eleazar
came down from the mountain.”

Aaronic Priests Offered a
Sacrifice for Their Own Sins

» Leviticus 16:6, 11 “Aaron shall offer the bull as a sin
offering, which is for himself, and make atonement
for himself and for his house....And Aaron shall
bring the bull of the sin offering, which is for
himself, and make atonement for himself and for
his house, and shall kill the bull as the sin offering
which is for himself.”

Hebrews 9:7 “But into the second part the high
priest went alone once a year, not without blood,
which he offered for himself and for the people’s
sins committed in ignorance.”

Aaronic Priests Repeatedly
Offered the Blood of Animals

+ Hebrews 10:1-4 “For the law, having a shadow of
the good things to come, and not the very image of
the things, can never with these same sacrifices,
which they offer continually year by year, make
those who approach perfect. For then would they
not have ceased to be offered? For the worshipers,
once purified, would have had no more
consciousness of sins. But in those sacrifices there
is a reminder of sins every year. For it is not
possible that the blood of bulls and goats could
take away sins.”

* Hebrews 10:11 “And every priest stands ministering
daily and offering repeatedly the same sacrifices,
which can never take away sins.”

Jesus Was Called to be a Priest

+ Hebrews 5:5-6 “So Christ did not glorify
Himself to become High Priest, but it was
He who said to Him: ‘You are My Son,
Today | have begotten You.” As He also
says in another place: ‘You are a priest
forever According to the order of
Melchizedek.”

- Psalm 2:7
~Psalm 110:4




A Change of Priesthood

Hebrews 7:11-14 “Therefore, if perfection were
through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the
people received the law), what further need was
there that another priest should rise according to
the order of Melchizedek, and not be called
according to the order of Aaron? For the priesthood
being changed, of necessity there is also a change
of the law. For He of whom these things are spoken
belongs to another tribe, from which no man has
officiated at the altar. For it is evident that our Lord
arose from Judah, of which tribe Moses spoke
nothing concerning priesthood.”

Jesus’ Calling Was Confirmed

+ Hebrews 7:20-22 And inasmuch as He
was not made priest without an oath (for
they have become priests without an oath,
but He with an cath by Him who said to
Him: “The Lord has sworn and will not
relent, ‘You are a priest forever According
to the order of Melchizedek™) by so much

4 £
more Jesus has become a surety of a

better covenant.

Jesus’ Calling Was Confirmed

+ Jesus’ calling was confirmed in the
resurrection — Acts 13:33-39.

— Those who believe in Jesus will be justified.

+ Jesus was then given authority as King in
the church — Ephesians 1:20-23.

Jesus Serves as an Unchanging
Priest

» Hebrews 7:15-19

+ Hebrews 7:24-25 “But He, because He
continues forever, has an unchangeable
priesthood. Therefore He is also able to
save to the uttermost those who come to
God through Him, since He always lives to
make intercession for them.”

Jesus Was Tempted But Is Our
Sinless High Priest

Hebrews 4:15-16 “For we do not have a High Priest
who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but
was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.
Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in
time of need.”

1 Peter 2:22-23 “Who committed no sin, Nor was
deceit found in His mouth’; who, when He was
reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered,
He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him
who judges righteously.”

Jesus Made One Sacrifice

Hebrews 7:25-28

Hebrews 9:28 "So Christ was offered once
to bear the sins of many. To those who
eagerly wait for Him He will appear a
second time, apart from sin, for salvation.”




Jesus Offered Himself

+ Hebrews 10:5-7
« Hebrews 10:8-10

« Hebrews 10:12 “But this Man, after He had
offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat
down at the right hand of God.”

Have Boldness Because of Our
High Priest

+ Hebrews 10:19-23 “Therefore, brethren,
having boldness to enter the Holiest by the
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which
He consecrated for us, through the veil, that
is, His flesh, and having a High Priest over the
house of God, let us draw near with a true
heart in full assurance of faith, having our
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and
our bodies washed with pure water. Let us
hold fast the confession of our hope without
wavering, for He who promised is faithful.”




EAST TENNESSEE SCHOOL OF PREACHING AND MISSIONS
SYLLABUS

Hebrews N2412 Instructor: James Meadows

August 16-17 — Introductory Material and Hebrews 13
August 18 — Teacher Speaks at PTP

August 22- 24 — Introduction Material and Hebrews 13
August 25 — No Class

August 29, 31, Sept. 1 — Study Chapters 1, 2 and 3
August 30 — Test on Introduction and Hebrews 13
September 5 — Holiday (Labor Day)

September 6 — Study Chapter 5

September 7 — Study Chapter 5

September 8 — Test on Hebrews 1-3

September 12- Study Tabernacle Handouts
September 13 — Questions

September 14 — Study Chapter 6

September 15 — Study Chapter 6

September 19 - Questions

September 20 — Test on Chapters 4-6

September 21 — Chapter 7

September 22 — Study Chapter 8

September 26 — Study Chapter 9

September 27 — Study Chapter 10



September 28 - Questions
September 29 — Test on Chapter 7-10
October 3 — Chapter 11

October 4 - Study Chapter 12
October 5 - Review

October 6 — Test on Chapters 11-12
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The Cross: Just Another Story? (Part 3)

Jason Jackson

Number 18

Priesthood Because of the Cross
The idea of the priesthood of Christ is laid out in the book of Hebrews. It suggests that
Jesus stands before God for our benefit. But he had to be qualified for that role; it was the
cross that prepared him to be our high priest. As a result, he is the source of salvation to those
who obey him (Heb. 5:9). This suffering, rendering him the perfect sacrifice in God’s eyes, is
mentioned in Hebrews 2:10, but amplified in Hebrews 5:7-10. Consider the latter passage as
we ponder the account of the cross—a picture of infinite love:

Who in the days of his flesh, having offered up prayers and supplications with
strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and having
been heard for his godly fear, though he was a Son, yet learned he obedience by the
things which he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became unto all them
that obey him the author of eternal salvation; named of God a high priest after the
order of Melchizedek.

Note the three participles relating to the main verb: “having offered up,” “having been
heard,” and “having been made perfect.” These participles explain how Christ
“became” (main verb) the author of eternal salvation and consequently was named of God our
high priest. These terms convey some of what Jesus went through for us; they reveal some-
thing of his great love for mankind.

Jesus offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears. The anticipation
of God’s wrath was overwhelming—bringing Jesus to the threshold of death. And so he
prayed to the Father, the one who “was able to save him from death.”

But death was not merely the cessation of biological life to Christ. It was not the “fear of
death” to which mankind had been in bondage that the Lord dreaded (Heb. 2:14-15). He per-
ceived its spiritual significance—in all its divine repulsiveness—as a consequence of the sins
of humankind. The death and separation experience as a sin-burden was torment. In spite of
the anguish, he chose to suffer for us because of his love for our souls.

Because of the cross, Jesus is able to comfort (Heb. 2:18), is touched (Heb. 4:15), is able
to save to the uttermost, and lives to make intercession for us (Heb. 7:25). He entered into a
crucible of suffering as only a divine person in the flesh could.

But for what did Jesus pray when he cried that the cup might pass from him? Was the
Lord asking that he might avoid the cross altogether? Earlier he told his apostles, “Now is my
soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father save me from this hour’? But for this purpose I
have come to this hour” (John 12:27, ESV [See Morris 594-596 for a discussion on the ren-
dering of this passage]). How many things must have overwhelmed his soul and brought him
to the point death even before he was nailed to the cross? Barnes observed:

There is no need of supposing that there was a single thing that produced it [his ag-
ony]; but it is rather probable that this was a rush of feeling from every quarter—his
situation, his approaching death, the temptations of the enemy, and the awful suffer-
ing on account of men’s sins, and God’s hatred of it about to be manifested in his
own death—all coming upon his soul at once—sorrow flowing in from every quar-
ter—the concentration of the sufferings of the atonement pouring together upon
him, and filling him with unspeakable anguish (130).

continued on page 2
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The Cross: Just Another Story? (continued from page 1)

The writer of Hebrews affirmed that Jesus was heard for his
godly fear—a consideration of God’s will above everything.
But in what sense was he heard? In addition to the resurrec-
tion is it possible that the “hearing” involved, at least par-
tially, the comfort supplied by the angel in the garden (Luke
22:43)?

God heard him, and the cross of Christ made it possible
for Jesus, as our high priest, to help us when we approach
the throne of grace in times of need (Heb. 4:15-16). Our
reaction to this? Carson expressed it like this: “As his death
was unique, so also was his anguish, and our best response
to it is hushed worship” (543).

When Christ suffered and tasted of death for every
man, he conquered him who had power over death. He was
raised, ascended to the right hand of God, and was given to
be head over all things for the benefit of the church (Eph.
1:19-23). He was exalted, and all should—and will—bow
before him (Phil. 2:9-10; Rev. 1:7). Accordingly, Christ is
like no other person in existence; he serves as a mediator
between God and man (1 Tim. 2:5). This is the account of
the cross.

Praise for the Old Rugged Cross

Why did he endure such an ordeal—willingly? Be-
cause it was the only way to save those whom he loves: you
and me. May we come closer to understanding the love that
surpassed knowledge. May our love for him translate into
submissive obedience.

May we live according to his will and not our own.
May we on bended knee join the kneeling apostle in saying:

For this reason I bow my knees before the Fa-
ther...that you, being rooted and grounded in love,
may have strength to comprehend with all the
saints what is the breadth and length and height
and depth, and to know the love of Christ that
surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with
all fullness of God (Eph. 3:14-19, ESV).

As McGarvey, on horseback, left Joppa and headed into the
hill country toward Jerusalem, he thought on what it would
be like to see Zion for the first time. His own words relive
the moment:

I knew very well when we were nearing the spot
where the Holy City would first come in to view,
and I had read so much about the deep emotion
with which the sight is first beheld that I resolved
to preserve my equanimity and approach it
calmly. But, in spite of my effort, I began to be
nervous. I remember the longings of almost a life-
time to be here. I thought of Jesus and the cross,
and I covered my face with my umbrella to hide
the tears which I could not keep down. And now,
as I write, the same emotion and the same tears
return again (461).
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Conclusion

We may never stand where Jesus stood or walk the paths he
walked. We may never set foot on the Mount of Olives or
enter the gates of Gethsemane. We may never retrace his
steps to Calvary—but we should never, never fail to see
with the eyes of faith the old rugged cross. Tell me the story
of Jesus because the cross is not just another story. This
story is my story—this is your story—because Jesus loved
us and gave himself for us (cf. Gal. 2:20).

continued on page 4

Meet Our Deacons

Deacon Gene Gordon & wife Bonnie

Gene Gordon has been a member of Knight Arnold/
Forest Hill for almost 40 years. He has been a deacon for
over 30 years and among our present group of deacons, he is
the longest serving. I sometimes affectionately and humor-
ously call him the “Dean of Deacons.” Gene has been mar-
ried to his beloved Bonnie for nearly 57 years. Bonnie is a
lovely, sweet, and encouraging Christian lady. Together this
couple has one son, Barry. Gene spent his career as a profes-
sional hair stylist.

Brother and sister Gordon were among the first indi-
viduals I met upon my arrival at the Memphis School of
Preaching in 1990. I don’t know if it is because they have a
son, Barry, or just because of their kindness, they quickly
“adopted” me as one of their own. That is how it has been
ever since. I have always appreciated a special relationship
with both of them and have been encouraged by their words
of affection.

Brother Gene has taken his responsibilities as a deacon
seriously, because he takes his Christianity seriously. He has
always been willing to perform any task that had to be done.
Whether or not it was serving as a teacher, work team cap-
tain, or making assignments for the worship services he has
lovingly dedicated himself to each task. In fact, the history of
this congregation could not be written without mentioning
this marvelous couple who has played a vital part in our
work for so many years. Gene and Bonnie we love you and
pray God’s blessings upon you for many years to come.
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HEBREWS CHAPTER FIVE

A. INTRODUCTION. The study of Chapter Five should begin with Hebrews 4:14
where the Great High Priest is declared to be in the heavens. (Commit verses 14-16

id by Bl it fricas (it P 1)

D The high priests under the law were taken from among men, that is, from among their
own flesh and blood. Just as human as their brethren, Heb. 5:1.

e
2 %’Eﬁw high priest taken from among men is ordained (constituted or appointed) for

the benefit of men. Their service, however, dealt thh dlvme matters Heb. 9:1

s ot [ G allh g St L B . 105 W P Dl
M qﬁ'p ‘7”N ture?af‘)the priest’s wolks To dfﬁ glfts 4nd sacnf‘ ices for sins, /LY ¥

% & ; % /g What required of the man: To deal gently with, to feel gently toward the erring.

G -r' 29 otherwnse wc;uld dlsquahfy the man. %ﬁf ?t;ff” M la-i”

y Why such requnrement" Because he gso is compassed with infirmity, Lev. 16:11,15.
‘/ i 3&-

QQ No man taketh this honor (of the priesthood) unto himself. No one appoints himself.

. Christ was called by the Fat_her Psa. 2:7; 110:4. Note also that He identifies His
priesthood with His glory, Heb 5:5; Heb 4:14; Matt. 20:21; Mk. 10: 37 1 Pet.

1:18-21.
"Xi The object of the prayers and supplications: To save Him from (out of) death, that is,
bring Him forth in the resurrection, Rom. 6:9; Heb. 7;16; Rev. 1:18. -
f}l@M o |
o Jf hrist learned_obedience through suffering and through it became perfect. Asa .

M
”1?“ j_‘f Savior, Heb. 2:10; Heb. 5:8,9. This made salvation 0226“ possible. Hyras P 2
; meyally perfe ,]no 8:46; Heb 7:26; 1 Pet. 2:22. P ee fr ] Pl CTTy
v (Q«Z@L&% S Y SO
"~ $ Called of God an High Priest after the order of Melchisedec and not after Aaron.
Why? Heb. 7:11,12,19. ,

‘122 Many things hard to be uttered: Difficult of interpretation and hard to explain. Why?

They were sluggish in hearing. Had made no progress. To fail to USE is simply to
LOSE.

¥ Their true condition: Weak and imperfect disciples, drinking milk.

ﬁ’. What could have been said of them: Of full age, mature, and in the business of eating
meat.

& How was this to be accomplished: Three words, USE, SENSES, EXERCISED.

R What is the remedy for such a shameful condition? REGULAR STUDY of the Bible.

W’zﬁ‘zﬁ” 0 Beltiues P o
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HEBREWS CHAPTER 5

A. What are the oracles? 5:12
1. Oracles appear four times in the New Testament: Acts 7:38; Rom. 3:2; Heb.
5:12; 1 Pet. 4:11.
a. Acts 7:38 - "who received the lively oracles to give unto us." The Law of
Moses.
b. Romans 3:2—"unto them (the Jews) were committed the oracles of God."
c. Hebrews 5:12—"which be the first principles of the oracles of God."
d. 1 Peter 4:11—"let him speak as the oracles of God."
2. W. E. Vine defines oracles:
a. "Logion,...a diminutive of logos, a word, narrative, statement, denotes a
Divine response or utterance, an oracle."
b. Itis used of:
(1) "The contents of the Mosaic Law, Acts 7:38.
(2) "All the written utterances of God through O.T. writers, Rom. 3:2.
(3) "The substance of Christian doctrine, Heb. 5:12.
(4) "The utterances of God through Christian teachers, 1 Pet. 4:11."
3. Adam Clarke writes:
a. It signifies the law received from God by Moses, Acts 7:38.
b. The Old Testament in general, Rom. 3:2.
c. It signifies divine Revelation in general, 1 Pet. 4:11. Cf. 1 Thess. 2:13.
d. "The word oracle, by which we translate the zoytov of the apostle is used by
the best Greek writers to signify a divine speech, or answer of a deity to a
question purposed” (Clarke, p. 721).
e. Hebrews 5:12 - "...the notices which the prophets gave concerning the
priesthood of Jesus Christ, such as are found in Psalms 110, and in Isaiah

53. By the oracles of God the writings of the Old Testament are
undoubtedly meant."

4. Albert Barnes writes of Hebrews 5:12:

a. "Of the scriptures, or what God has spoken.

b. "The phrase here may refer to the writings of the Old Testament, and
particularly to those parts which relate to the Messiah; or it may include all
that God had at that time revealed, in whatever way it was preserved....In
the passage before, it may mean the divine oracles or communications, in
whatever way they had been made known" (Barnes, p. 119).

B. What are the principles?

1. Hebrews 5:12-stoicheion—"The elementary principles (the A.B.C.s) of the Old
Testament, as a revelation from God...the rudiments of the beginning of the
oracles of God."

2. Hebrews 6:1—arche—In its relative significance, of the beginning of the thing
spoken of; here "the first principles of Christ" (Vine, p. 213).

3. "The Greek is stoicheia tes aches. The noun stoicheion (sing.) properly means
"one in a series" (stoichos). Plutarch uses it for "an elementary sound or letter
of the alphabet" and Aristotle for "the elements or rudiments of knowledge"




/
I/

(A.S., p. 418). That is clearly its meaning here" (Ralph Earle, p. 422).

"To say a man was able to teach was the Greek way of saying that he had a real

and mature grasp of a subject" (Barclay).

"First principles"—"elements"—stoicheia.

a. "In grammar it means the letters of the alphabet, the ABCs.

b. In physics, it means the four basic elements of which the world is composed.

c. In geometry it means the elements, of proof like the point and the straight
line.

d. In philosophy it means the first elementary principles with which the students
begin.

Some never get past the elements—"they are like children who do not know the

difference between right and wrong."

In the infant the exercise of the digestive organs on milk, acquired through that

exercise the power of assimilating more solid and more complex food. The same

is true of the mental faculties.

One should be slow to cast aside the views of those who have lived long and

practiced spiritual discernment.

C. Hebrews 5:14—"have their senses exercised to discern both good and bad."

1.
2.
3s
%

Benson—"grown Christians, by exercise of their spiritual facilities, become able to
distinguish truth from error, in the various branches of Christian doctrines...."
The Interpreter’s Bible—"Growth in Christian experience means a growing moral
sensitiveness to right or wrong...."

Clarke—"...and thus being able to discern good from evil, they are in little danger
of being imposed on by false doctrines...."

Annual Lesson commentary—"The meaning of this is that the most difficult
matters of the scriptures yield themselves to those of discernment who have

attained thereto, by much exercise of their faculties and long service to Christ"
(4/14/46, p. 114).

D__.&EBS.QDSIL.LAQLQf_C'_LQME
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The want of earnest Bible Study.

Neglect of parental instruction.

Irregularity in attendance upon God’s house.
Unedifying preaching.

Misconception of what adequate religious knowledge is.
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drder of Worship
Welcome

Scripture Reading
John 20:24-29

Are You Washed in the

Blood? ......ccoeuneennee 50

The Old Rugged Cross 5

-------------- j.o..o.-oo-_u645 .
Prayer

Great Is Tli'y" -

Faithfulness ..‘.‘...'...1'9"0’ ’
At Calvary 53 |

ane Love of Go(l-...64'Z_

Sermon:.~ g
The Nails of the.Cross

(
\

Nothing but the Blood

Lord’s Supper

Offering

Elder’s
Announcements

Closing Prayer

Sunday PM Service:

Seven Churches
of Asia

Cv -+ - That Ominous “Impossible” of Hebrews 6

What is the plight of one who has known and experienced the lovely blessings
detailed in verses 4-5, and then he defects? What is his spiritual status should he “fall
away”? And “fall away” from what? From the grace that had been bestowed upon them
(see 12:15; cf. Gal. 5:4). v

"The answer to the question is this: “it is impossible to renew them again unto
repentance ” The phrase is frightening,. It sounds so bleak. It is bleak' It is an

1mp0551ble endeavor. ‘ 7
d “impossible” derives from the Greek adunatos, literally “without

,power ” Note the word’s use elsewhere in this letter (6:18; 10: 4 11: 6) Any attempt to

, weaken the term is an exercise in futility.

" . But, as our original question suggested, the passage does seem to confhct with so
many other biblical texts that lavishly describe the unfathomable love and mercy of our
wonderful and benevolent Maker. How is one to reconcile this seeming difficulty?

Thekeytothesottfion is To be found in the fotlowing phrase. 1he American Standard

Version renders it as follows: “seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh
and put him to an open shame.” The ASV footnote has it: “the while they crucify...

. The English Standard Version reﬁdﬂlkﬂhmfﬂnguhmmmmﬁungmagam. LD
The translators are attempting to give the Englis i f the

o_gmal text. Here are some lmnortant grarm:a_l_fam

s ense participles. In Greek the present tense has more to do w1th the type of action, .
~rather than time (the latter being secondary). ]t i io :
.generally, one that is sustained’ (see Wallace 51 &LThe “crucifying” and “putting to @

_shame,” therefore, represe going .

- (2) It is also important to note that present partlclples normally express action

that is contemporary with that of the mam verb of the sentence (Wallace 625), whlch in
this case is “renew.”dn.c :

.=arg crucifying.” etc?, the Son of God the c ; ; ,

Why is this the case? Bec i 4 uld one
_possibly re ent isti ith+ i ifixi
of Jesus w. iah? Bruce it; «

o repudiate t ion pr ist wi n ere else” (149).

Conclusion
And so, it is not'the case that Jewish Christians who:abandon the-faith cannot ever be
saved; the tragic reality is this: they cannot be saved if they drift into a state of unbelief

I 7 and remain that way! But,-as Blackwelder observes, the temporal participles-imply that

“if persons guilty of such sin will cease |t and repent  they can be reclalmed” (104)

While the passage containsa fearful warning for apostates, 1t does not suggest a state
of utter despair. :

L T
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HEBREWSCHAPTER &

Some Definitions:

1.

Ll

A b

U

"Repentance from dead works."

a. Works of the law which was then dead.

b. They were trying to go back to these things.

¢. Milligan writes: "...embraces everything from which the sinner is required to
turn in his conversion from darkness to light, and from the service of Satan
to the service of God" (p. 170).

"Faith toward God."

6:2—"0Of the doctrine of baptisms"—Same Greek word is used here that is used

in Hebrews 9:10, for "divers washings." Seems then to refer back to washings
under the law.

Laying on of hands.

Resurrection from the dead—believed in Old Testament, but in New Testament
became a reality.

Judgment—The things taught in the Old Testament lay a foundation for the
things taught in the New Testament.

6:4 -

Were once enlightened

Tasted of the heavenly gift

Made partakers of the Holy Ghost

Tasted the good word of God

Powers of the world to come.

oo o

Verse 6 - "If they shall fall away"--"And have fallen away" (Cambridge Bible); "And

having fallen away" or "have fallen away" (Milligan).

L
Z,

The expressions "who were enlightened," "have tasted" and "were made
partakers” are all aorists and were rightly rendered in the past tense.

The expression "if they shall fall away" is also aorist and should have been
rendered in the past tense.

3. But why is it impossible to renew to repentance?

4.

a. ls it owing simply to the fact that the heart of the apostate becomes so
hardened by sin that no moral power can renew it?

b. Or does God then also withdraw his converting and renewing power from
every such abandoned sinner?

c. Both are true as seen from a number of passages: Gen. 6:3; Num. 15:30-
31; Prov. 1:24-32; Isa. 55:6; Hos. 4:17; Rom. 1:24,26,28; 2 Thess.
2:11-12.

Peoples hearts can become so hardened it is "impossible" for them to repent.

Brother Frank Van Dyke thought it the same as the person in Matthew 12:32.




Q, Foﬁndation Principles of the Christian Religion

Sy Ch o5 L3 B3 B

Repentance from dead works
Faith toward God

The teachings of baptism
The laying on of hands

The resurrection of the dead
The eternal judgment

}\ %7 .Objections to the view that this refers to the primary steps of Christian obedience, faith,

repentance and baptism, sprin

ptism, spring from two things.

1.

Nk

The order of their being mentioned — repentance before baptism
a. No unbeliever ever repented
b. The order of mention is not necessarily the order of occurrence
(1) Acts 5:30 — “whom they slew and hanged on a tree”
(2)  John 3:5 —born of water and the Spirit
The mention of plural baptisms. There are seven different baptisms
mentioned in the New Testament.
Baptism of the holy Spirit (Mt. 3:11)
Baptism of fire (Mt. 3:11)
Baptism of John (Mt. 3:16
Baptism of Moses (I Cor. 10:2)
Baptism of suffering (Luke 15:30)
Baptism for the dead (I Cor. 15:20)
Baptism of the great commission (Mt. 28:18-20)
From dead works”
a. Refers to the class of deeds from which the conscience must be cleansed
(Heb. 9:14)
b. Coffman list the following as dead works
(1)  Works of human righteousness
(2)  Works of'the flesh
(3)  Works of mortal achievement
(4)  Works of the law of Moses
Faith toward God (Heb. 11:6)
Teachings of baptism
The laying on of hands — the apostles did this
“The resurrection of the dead — a fundamental first principle — without it all is

QMmoo e o

3

~

‘a failure (John 5:28-29)

“And of eternal judgment” - it is also an essential part in the whole structure
of Christianity.



THE ANCHOR OF THE SOUL
Hebrews 6:19

T pME S ZERDon S
Introduction

1. Read or quote the text.
2. Note the context in which it is found.
a. Christ is greater than angels, therefore, His covenant is better than that given by
angels (Heb. 1:1; 2:4).
b. Christ is greater than Moses (Heb. 3).
Christ is greater than Joshua (Heb. 4).
Christ’s priesthood is greater than that of Levite (Heb. 5).
e. Therefore, everything Christ does and gives is better--the key word in Hebrews.
3. Even though these things were true, the Hebrews were trying to go back to the law of
Moses.
a. They were urged to leave the "principles of the doctrine of Christ" (Heb. 6:1 )--
no doubt referring to the matters under the Law of Moses (Heb. 6:1-3).
b. They were warned of the consequences of failing to go forward (Heb. 6:4-8).
C. They were assured that they can through "Faith and patience inherit the
promises” (Heb. 6:9-12).
d. God’s promises and God’s oath--two immutable things assure us we can have "a
strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before
us" (Heb. 6:13-18).
4. This hope is the "anchor of our soul" (Heb. 6:19-20).
5. In this study let us consider:

an

Discussion

I. What is the Meaning of Hope?

A. Hope means more than just a mere wish or desire. (A friend is sick,
apparently unto death and we say "we do not think he will live, but we hope
he may," that is, we wish for or desire it. This is an improper use of hope.)

B. Webster defines hope thus: "To desire with expectation or with belief in the
possibility of obtaining; cherish hope of."

C. In the New Testament hope means favorable and confident expectation. It
has to do with the unseen and the future” (W. E. Vine). It describes:

1. "The happy anticipation of good (the most frequent significance)." (Tit.
1:2; 1 Pet. 1:21).

2. "The ground upon which hope is based" (Acts 16:19; Col. 1:27).

3. "The object upon which hope is fixed" (1 Tim. 1:1).

D. "Hope means desire and expectation; and nothing is properly a subject of
hope unless we expect as well as desire” (Morris, p. 97). (It is the "desire of
good with the belief that it is obtainable" (Pulpit Commentary) liius.

1. The Zealous Christian desires that every person will be saved, but due to
circumstances does not expect it, therefore, does not hope for such an
event.

2. Sinners expect to die, but they do not desire, and therefore they do not



3.
4.

hope to die.
But the farmer that plows, sows, and cultivates his crop hopes to reap the
fruit of his toil--that is, he desires and expects.

So the faithful Christian hopes--i.e., he desires and expects--to have "his
fruit unto holiness, and the end everlastmg life" (Rom. 6:22).

E. Hope always implies a want of possession respecting the things hoped for
(Rom. 8:24,25). (No man hopes for what he possesses and enjoys.)

H.

1.

2.
3.

A poor man hopes, by the use of industry and economy, he shall acquire

the comforts of life; but when he obtains them he no longer hopes.

A traveler on the way to Washington hopes to reach the city; but after he

arrives, he does not hope to get there for he knows he is there.

Why do men and women keep struggling under the most trying and

discouraging circumstances--because of the hope that things will get better.

The application is easy.

a. The alien sinner hopes to receive the pardon of his sins, and the peace
of God, but when he receives them, they are no longer hopes, but
objects of enjoyment.

b. Traveling this earth we hope to get to heaven, but after we get to
heaven

"There faith is sweetly lost in sight,
And hope is fully supreme delight,
And everlasting love."

Hope implies a poSsibility of attaining to the object hoped for; for where there
is no possibility, hope flies, and despair ensues.

3.
4.

5.

. Hope is the assurance of things hoped for (Heb. 11:1).
1.

2.

We can hope for victory over the circumstances of life (Rom. 8:28).
We can hope for a way of escape from trials and temptations of life and
are assured of victory (1 Cor. 10:13).

We hope for the resurrection from the dead (1 Cor. 15:51,52).

We hope for an eternal home with God and are assured of such (Matt.
25:34; Rev. 2:10).

But now what are the grounds of our expectations?

Various phrases with which hope is used in Paul’s epistles and speeches reveals
further what is included in it.

1.
2.

3.

"The hope and resurrection of the dead" (Acts 23:6).

"The hope of the promise (i.e., the fulfillment of the promise) made unto
the fathers” (Acts 26:6,7).

"The hope of righteousness.” The believer’s complete conformity to
God’s will at the coming of Christ (Gal. 5:5).

"The hope of the gospel." The hope of the fulfillment of all the promises
presented in the gospel (Col. 1:23; Cf. 1:5).

"The hope of the gospel." Same as in Titus 2:13, "the blessed hope and
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ" (Rom.
5:2).

"The hope of salvation.” The salvation to be received at His coming (1
Thess. 5:8; cf. 1 Pet. 1:3-5,9).



II. What are some Characteristics of the Christian’s Hope?

A.

The hope of the Christian is a motivating hope (Heb. 6:18).

1. Like a goal hope is "set before us."

a.  Worthwhile goals helps one to do better and overcome
discouragement.
b. Paul’s goal was the prize promised by God (Phil. 3:13,14).

2. Like a goal hope moves us over discouragements and helps us do better
each day.

The hope of the Christian is a persevering hope (Rom. 5:4,5).

1. The hope of being delivered helps us to be steadfast and patient.

2. It causes us to keep on keeping on which is essential to please God.

a. Peter admonishes the Christian to "hope to the end" (1 Pet. 1:13).
b. Paul likewise shows Christians the importance of hoping to the end
(Heb. 3:6; 6:11).

The hope of the Christian is a purifying hope (1 John 3:1-3).

1. First, the workman in the purifying process is the Christian. "And every
man that hath this hope in him," v. 3a. "If you expect, and expecting,
hope to be like Jesus Christ yonder, you will be trying your best to be like
him here" (McClaren).

2. Second, the purifying is to be done by the Christian--"purifieth himself,"
v. 3b.

a.- Each one must plow his own ground, weed his own corn--this is his
present and personal work.

b. "Soap and water" wash your hands clean by simply rubbing the soap
and water on the hand and bringing them in contact with the dirt.
You cleanse yourself. Yes! because without the friction brought
about by the rubbing there would be no cleansing. But did you, or
did the soap and water do the job? So when God tells us to cleanse
ourselves we must apply the cleansing agents.

(1) The sinners on Pentecost cleansed themselves by doing what Peter
said (Acts 2:37-40).
(2) We must daily walk in the light (Acts 8:22; 1 John 1:7 9)

3. Thll‘d the pattern of our cleansing is the Lord--"even as He is pure,”
3c.

4. The purifying of ourselves is the outcome, offspring child of hope--the
hope of being like the Lord over there.

The hope of the Christian is an encouraging hope.

1. A sinner is without hope (Eph. 2:12).

2. The Christian does not sorrow as those that have no hope (1 Thess. 4:13-
18).

3. Hope helps to make us happy (Rom. 12:12, cf. Tit. 2:13).

The hope of the Christian is a patient hope.

1. "But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it"
(Rom. 8:25).

a. The hope of reaping the harvest enables the farmer to be patient (Jas.



1.

Fe

G.

5:7).
b. The hope of greater blessings enabled the prophets to suffer patiently
(Jas. 5:10,11).
2. The Thessalonians had "patience of hope" (1 Thess. 1:3).

The hope of the Christian is a "living hope" in contrast to the temporal and
perishable expectations of man (1 Pet. 1:3).

The hope of the Christian is a hope that is worth defending (1 Pet. 3:15).

Hope is the Anchor of Our Soul (Heb. 6:19).

An anchor is defined as follows:

1. "A heavy implement, usually of iron or steel and having a long shank and
two or more hoods or flukes that grip the bottom; used for holding fast a

vessel by means of a connectmg cable" (Webster) (cf Acts 27:29,40).
2. "Anything secure;-an

_or securlty" (Webs;ﬂ

In Greek and Roman classics the anchor is often used as a symbol of hope.

1. Epitectus said: "A ship should never depend on one anchor, or a life one
hope."

2. Pythagoras said: "Wealth is a weak anchor; fame is still weaker. What
then are the anchors which are strong? Wisdom, great-heartedness,
courage--these are anchors which no storm can shake.

Our anchor is "sure and steadfast."”

1. It is essentially connected with the cable of faith in the promise and oath
of God.

2. "Our anchor of hope, with its two chai ’s promise an
_laid hold of Jesus within the veil" (Robertson).
Jesus is the object and ground of the Christian’s hope in several respects.
1. He entered the veil to intercede with God in virtue of the sacrifice He
offered without the veil--hope fastens upon His sacrifice and intercession.
2. He has gone within the veil to prepare a place and assures us that we shall
follow--He is the earnest and firstborn of believers.

3. He abides there as priest forever after the order of Melchizedek--until His
work is accomplished.

The Christian has a hope that no one else has. It lifts above the earth and leads to

The Christian desires and expects to attain that hope for. He believes they are
attainable; in fact, he is assured of such.

"Thus it is literally and gloriously true that the Christian’s hope is in heaven where the
Lord has already entered; and, with that hope, all else that really matters is there
also" (Coffman, Hebrews, p. 135).

Treasure is there, Matt. 6:19.

b. Our Lord is there, Jn. 14:1-3.

Citizenship is there, Phil. 3:20.

d.

C.

A.
B.
C.
D.
Conclusion
,
heaven.
2.
3



d. Name written there, Phil. 4:3.
e. Our affections should also be there, Col. 3:2.
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Exodus 25-30 TA BERNACL E Hebrews 9:1-28

ES AND SHADOWS Heb. 8:5;9:23-24; Col. 2:16-17
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(ﬁ d CHRIST - A PRIEST AFTER THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK
Z’ Hebrews 7:15-25; Genesis 14:17-20

Introduction

1. Read or quote the text. )
2. The phrase, "after the order of Melchizedek," is found seven times in the Bj le )q(
110:4; Heb. 5:6,10; 6:20; 71&,1721) @WW

3. ﬂAf_t-r thegmLQﬂLmﬂans_iuchJ_prlesthood is of a cértain character and knﬁ or / 1,4 Y - ,:k
that which is of a certain arrangement (Winfred Clark). 'jﬁ /e
a. It was not to be after "the order of Aaron" (Heb. 7:11). It was different from &
the Levitical priesthood.
b. It has to do with rank, position, and likeness - Melchizedek was "made like unto
: the Son of God" (Heb. 7:3). He is the type of.Jesus_as. priest.
the order of Melchizedek, was greater than that of the Levitical priesthood.

5. In this study | propose to study the following:

MELCHISEQES — RIEHTED i SHESE
AING eF 17

SHLEMN — NG oF PEACE

The Superiority of Melchizedek’s Priesthood to that of Aaron’s is Proven-in_Several

A. First, it is proven by the fact that Melchizedek was both priest and king (Heb.
FRQ2). 70—l
1. He'is the only man in the Old Testament who was both priest and king.
2. Christ is both priest and king at the same time (Acts 2:36; Heb. 4:14-

, ()(-gé"f 16).

Discussion

?‘,\WQ B. Second edek genealogy cannot be ed - we,
C.{/ﬂ” e know nothmg of hlS ancestry (Heb. 7 3). “WirHowT FEMEnioty” (WASEN)
-y }./»/W,\ u//, 1. He had "...no predecessors or successors in office; he alone held the
i‘ M/{ (’/y, (/‘ position" (]ohn T. Hinds).

)’;‘,‘// // 2. Christ did not receive his priesthood from anyone and did not leave it to
4, /}// : ;
Y anyone. He is a priest forever.

@l V’f Third, Abr dthe superior_dignity of Melchizedel by paying

W W Rim tithes and receiving his blessings (Heb. 7:4-10).
1.

Melchizedek blessed Abraham who had the promises (Heb. 7:6).
2. The less is blessed of the better (7:7). Therefore, Melchizedek is better
w than Abraham.
' 3. Levi paid tithes to Melchizedek through Abraham. Therefore,
Melchizedek is greater than Levi. Consequently, the priesthood of
Melchizedek is greater than the Aaronic (or Levitical).
4, Christ, a priest after the order of Melchizedek. Therefore, the priesthood
of Christ, greater than that of Aaron.
D. Fourth, the superiority of Melchizedek’s priesthood is proven by the change
_that was made in the Aaronic priesthood.
1. Psalms 110:4 shows that it was God’s original intention to make such a




2.
2

4,

change.

Perfection did not come by the Levitical priesthood (7:11).

The law, closely related to the priesthood, must likewise be changed
(7:12).

Perfection comes by the gospel (Rom. 8:1-4; Heb. 10:1-4).

E. The law required that a priest come from the tribe of Levi (Ex. 28-29), but
Christ "sprang out of Juda" (Heb. 7:13-14).

II.  Christ, A Priest after the Order of Melchizedek is Superior to the Levitical Priests.
A. First rist was made a priest "not aft car mandment, but

after a ife" (Heb. 7:16

1. The Levitical priests were all appointed "solely on the ground of carnal
descent" (R. Milligan - Hence, A Carnal Commandment).

2. The time of the Levitical priests was called "their days" (Luke 1:23).

3. They began to be priests when they were 30 and had to end it when they
were 50 (Numbers 4:2-3). Only one in great physical condition could
perform the duties thereof.

4. The two clauses in verse 16 are placed in contrast to each other:

i "Law is opposed to ' power
b. "Carnal" is opposed to . "endless."
c. "Commandment" is opposed to "life."
5. "The idea that the commandment was outward and perishable, liable at

any time to be changed or abrogated, but the life of Christ is inherent and
imperishable" (Robert Milligan, Hebrews, Nashville: Gospel Advocate
Co: "1953,:p.-207),

B. Second Chrlst is a priest after the order of Melchizedek (Z:1-7)

1.

Zo

Psalms 110:4 was spoken during the time of David, but Christ could not

be a priest at that time.

Furthermore, he could not be a priest after the order of Melchizedek,

until after his death, burial and resurrection.

a. In Melchizedek’s priesthood there was no beginning, no ending, no
interruptions by death or anything else.

b. Thus Christ began his priestly ministry after he ascended back to the
nd offered his blood before b, 9:11-
14).

Brother Foy E. Wallace, Jr. pictures it in the following way:
KING AND PRIEST (Zechariah 6:11-13)

He shall build the temple - 1 Cor. 3:16.

He shall sit on his throne - Acts 2:34.

He shall rule on his throne - Heb. 1:8.

He shall be priest on his throne - Heb. 4:14; 8:4.

He sits - rules - Priest - on his throne now - Psa. 110:4; Heb. 5:5-10.

® oD o
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CHRIST is PRIEST after the order of Melchizedek; therefore, HE is KING and
PRIEST at the SAME TIME NOW -- IN HEAVEN.

C. Third, Christ was made a priest with an oath, but the Levitical priests were

D.

/}lﬂ

E.

.nade priests without an oath (7:20-22).

God never interposed an-oath-except-to-show-the-certainty-and

. _immutability of the thing sworn.

a. God swore to Abraham that in his seed all nations of the earth would
be blessed (Gen. 22:15-18; Heb. 6:13-18).

b. God swore that the rebellious Israelites would not enter Canaan
(Deut. 1:34-35).

c. God swore to Moses that he should not enter Canaan (Deut. 4:21).

d. "Wherefore since Christ was made a priest not without an oath that
he should be a priest forever after the order of Melchlzedek that
circumstance showed : ge

was established on hJS Dnesxhood where:& thel evitical priesthood
- and the law of Moses being. established thhout an oath, were thereby
declared to be changeable at God’s pleasure (James MacKnight, The
Apostolical Epistles, Nashville, Tenn: Gospel Advocate Co., 1954, p.
539).
"The Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the
order of Melchizedek" (7:21).
a. The ceremony used at the consecration of our Lord: "The Lord
swore."
b. The office conferred at the consecration of him: "Thou art a priest."
c. The prerogatives of his office, which office is here declared to be.
(1) Perpetual - "forever."
(2) Regular - "after the order"
(3) Royal - "of Melchizedek."
God making Christ a priest by an oath, means that Christ now stands as
security that this new covenant will never end until all of God’s purposes,
are accomplished (7:22). HE /S THE bLwiwE Curben 7587

Fourth there were the Levitical prie 10
“death i he i geabl
mlm&w ,

There were 67 high priests from Aaron to Christ, and there,were 8% high F\
priests from Aaron to the destruction of Jerusalem. 2
For "unchangeable" the margin has "which passeth not om one’to Z/ MZ: ,
another." ., 94
"It describes something which belongs to one person and cannot ever be «1o
transferred to anyone else" (William Barclay, The Letter to the Hebrews,
Philadelphia: The Westminister Press, 1957, p. 87).

Fifth, since Christ lives forever, "he is able to save them to the uttermost that






come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them"
(Heb. 7:25).

/_, . 1. The object of the writer in this verse is to give encouragement to Christian
living.

-

Py

2. Our high priest lives on and one to make intercession for us.

Conclusion

1. We see the priest after the order of Melchizedek perfected in Christ.

2. "What encouragement having a high priest who is on the throne offers us. We have
somebody up there who intercedes. He has been down here among us and knows all

our struggles. No wonder the Hebrew writer tells us to "hold fast the profession of

our faith without wavering for he is faithful that promised’" (Heb. 10:25). (Winfred

Clark, Studies in Hebrews, Edit. by Dub McClish: Delight, Ark.: Gospel Light

Publishing Co., 1983, p. 130).
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HEB REWS CHAPTER EIGHT -
Z%f(’“ MVL//V@LX%?Z 'Lﬂjfg o /vt;gf«///L&ij ﬁ‘/‘)’w/ls/,, o
A. Verses 1-5. We have in Christ a High Priest. ’
1. High Priest over brethren, Heb. 3:1.
. High Priest over the Gospel Heb. 9:11.
3 High Priest over the House of God, Heb. 10:21.

B. He resides on the right hand of the Majesty on high.
1. Review these scriptures which describe the present exalted position of the Christ,
Heb. 1:3; 4:14; Heb. 6:17-20; Heb. 8:1, 9:24; Heb. 9:2, 10:12; Heb. 12:2.
2. He occupies this position as a reward for His humiliation, Phil. 2:5-9; Matt.
28:18-20; Lk. 24:45-47; Eph. 1:20-23; Col. 3:11.

C. His habitation is the sanctuary from which, and in which, He officiates as high priest
over the tabernacle

. HOLY PLACE MOST HOLY PLACE

Bear the same relation

CHURCHHEAVEN
Heb. 9:1.

2. The Holy Place had ordinances.The Church also has ordinances.

Table  Supper

Altar  Prayer

Candlestick  Light
3. The word "Minister" means a public officer in whom, and in whose work, all the

people had a common right, Heb. 2:16-18; Heb. 4:14-16; Heb. 5:1.
\
D. The necessary work of the Priesthood of Chnst

1. To offer gifts and sacrifices.

a. He offered Himself to end sin and finish transgression, Dan. 9:24; Heb. 8:12,
9:12; Heb. 10:12,18.

b. What we offer must be BY or THROUGH Christ, Rom. 5:1-2; Eph. 2:18; 1
Tim. 2:5,6; Heb. 4:14-16; Heb. 7:25,26; Heb. 13:15; 1 Jno. 2:1,2; Heb.
10:19-21.

c. He must execute His priesthood IN HEAVEN, Zech. 6:13; Eph. 2:19-22.
Under the Law, high priest entered the most holy place to make intercession.
Christ entered heaven to make intercession, Heb. 6:17-20; Heb. 7:25,26;
Heb. 8:4, 9:12.

d. He is the SUSTANCE and END of the Law, Rom. 10:1-4; Col. 2:14-17; Heb.
10:1.

e. Christ accomplishes what the Law could not do. The Law placed a curse on
the sinner or the one who violated it, Gal. 3:13,14.

E. HEBREWS 8:4: Christ upon the earth, could not officiate as priest because the Law
demanded that priests come from the tribe of Levi. Our Lord came from the tribe of
Judah, Heb. 7:14. This verse alone shows the inflexibility of the Law of God. God
must always be sought after "the due order," 1 Chron. 15:13.

F. Hebrews 8:6-13. The excellency of the priesthood is confirmed from the excellency
of the covenant.
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L WIEE Po 10/ (ASV)
MBIV FPo N7 (/1//45)
/@, "Name of the things which we have spoken this is the sum" ("chief point" AS; "main
point" Goodspeed; "main point" Williams). 2/ #7// {?://Vf(/»’r Ij THE PJ w7 C/V'! »9
1. "Sum"-- (1) an amount; (2) the whole amount; (3) summary or epltome (4)
archaic. Utmost degree; height. (The archaic meaning of a word is "retained in
special context as in Biblical and legal expressions, in poetry, etc.) Webster.
2. The Priesthood
a.  Which is for ever without beginning and without end. .
b. mt God confirmed with an oath..
c. That is founded on personal greatness and not on any legal appointment or
_recial _qualification.
d. Which death cannot touch.
Wthl’LlS able to_offer a sacrifice that never needs to_be repeated.

Which is so pure that it has no necessity to offer sacrifice for any sins of its
._own..,

HEBREWS 8

:""(D

%. Verse 6--"So the writer to Hebrews calls Jesus by a great title. He calls Him the

Mediator, the mesites.

1. The word Mesites comes from the word Mesos, which, in this case, means in the
middle, and mesites is one who stands in the middle between two-people-and
who brings them together. '

2. When Job is desperately anxious that somehow he should be able to put his case
32'|G(€J)gbrge ;g;:s out hopelessly; Nelther is there any daysman (rr/:}gf’lzt’e‘zrsE)ﬁl/)7e‘twh(3te’,lf1‘9 ERE

3. Paul calls Moses the Mesites (Gal. 3:19) in that Moses was the one between who
brought the law from God to men.

4. _In Athens in classical times there were a body of men—all citizens in their sixtieth
year—who could be called upon to act as mediators when there was a dispute
between two citizens, and their first duty was to effect a reconciliation.

5. ln Rome | Rome there were arbitri. The judge settled points of actual law; but the arbitri
“settled matters of equity; and it was their duty to bring disputes to an end.

6. Further, in legal Greek a_mesites was a sponsor, a guarantor or a surety. He went
bail for a friend who was on trial; he guaranteed a debt or an overdraft.

7. Themesites was the man-who-was-willing-to-pay-his-friend’s-debt to-make things
rlghz_,gam_lhamgm; is_ the man who-stands-between and brings together to
t_qzb‘e[,pameum:emnﬂhatmn.

A Verse 8--"New Covenant"
1. Neos--new in respect of time, that which is recent--cf. Heb. 12:24.
2. Kainos--"denotes new of that which is unaccustomed or unused, not new in time,
recent, M_new as to_form or quality, of different nature from what is contrasted

as old" (W. E. Vine, p. 109).
2. New
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High Priest over the House of God, Heb. 10:21.

He resides on the right hand of the Majesty on high.

1.

Review these scriptures which describe the present exalted position of the
Christ, Heb. 1:3; 4:14; Heb. 6:17-20; Heb. 8:1, 9:24; Heb. 9:2,
10:12; Heb. 12:2.

He occupies this position as a reward for His humiliation, Phil. 2:5-9;
Matt. 28:18-20; Lk. 24:45-47; Eph. 1:20-23; Col. 3:11.

‘%/ His habitation is the sanctuary from which, and in which, He officiates as high
priest over the tabernacle (church).

1.

2.

3.

HOLY PLACE MOST HOLY PLACE

Bear the same relation

CHURCH HEAVEN
Heb. 9:1.
The Holy Place had ordinances. The Church also has ordinances.
Table Supper
Altar Prayer
Candlestick Light

The word "Minister" means a public officer in whom, and in whose work,
all the people had a common right, Heb. 2:16-18; Heb. 4:14-16; Heb.
5:1.

D. The necessary work of the Priesthood of Christ.

1.

To offer gifts and sacrifices.

a. He offered Himself to end sin and finish transgression, Dan. 9:24;
Heb. 8:12, 9:12; Heb. 10:12,18.

b. What we offer must be BY or THROUGH Christ, Rom. 5:1-2; Eph.
2:18; 1 Tim. 2:5,6; Heb. 4:14-16; Heb. 7:25,26; Heb. 13:15; 1
Jno. 2:1,2; Heb. 10:19-21.

¢. He must execute His priesthood IN HEAVEN, Zech. 6:13; Eph.
2:19-22. Under the Law, high priest entered the most holy place to
make intercession. Christ entered heaven to make intercession, Heb.
6:17-20; Heb. 7:25,26; Heb. 8:4, 9:12.

d. He is the SUSTANCE and END of the Law, Rom. 10:1-4; Col.
2:14-17; Heb. 10:1.

e. Christ accomplishes what the Law could not do. The Law placed a
curse on the sinner or the one who violated it, Gal. 3:13,14.

/)5)’ HEBREWS 8:4: Christ upon the earth, could not officiate as priest because
the Law demanded that priests come from the tribe of Levi. Our Lord came
from the tribe of Judah, Heb. 7:14. This verse alone shows the inflexibility of



26

the Law of God. God must always be sought after "the due order," 1 Chron.
15:13.

?},1 Hebrews 8:6-13. The excellency of the priesthood is confirmed from the
excellency of the covenant. -
IT IS SAID OF THE OLD COVENANT:

1. Made with the Jewish nation at Sinai, Deut. 5:2,3; Rom. 9:1-6; Heb.
8:9.
2. It was not a faultless covenant, Heb. 8:6,7; Gal. 3:24; Heb. 9:8-10;
Heb. 10:1; Heb. 9:22,23; Col. 2:14-17; 2 Tim. 3:13-15.
3. It was not sure or steadfast, Heb. 7:18,19; Heb. 8:9.
4. It is DECAYED, WAXED OLD, and VANISHED AWAY, Heb. 8:13;
Gal. 4:30,31. 5, jbuaedd [zt
IT 1S SAID OF THE NEW COVENANT:.
1. It is a "better™covenant. "Better" is the key word of Hebrews, Heb. 1:4;
6:9; 7.7, 7:19, 7:22, 8:6, 9:23, 10:34, 11:16, 11:35, 11:40, 12:24.
2, It is established on better promises, Heb. 8:6; Gen. 12:1-3; Gal.
3:18,19; Gal. 3:26-29; Eph. 3:6.
3.. It is a NEW covenant, Heb. 8:13.
a. God’s wisdom DESIGNED it.
b. Christ’s blood PURCHASED it, Acts 20:28; Heb. 10:19-21; Heb.
13:20.
c. The Holy Spirit REVEALED it, Matt. 11:25-27; Jno. 16:7-13; 1
Cor. 2:9-13; Eph. 3:1-6; Rom. 8:1,2.
Those who accept it are kept by the power of God through faith, 1 Pet.
1:3-5.
4, The articlesof the-New-Covenant-are-extraordinary.
a. "Put my laws in their minds and write them in their hearts."
(1) God gives UNDERSTANDING to know and believe His laws.
(2) God gives MEMORY to retain His laws.
(3) God gives us HEARTS to love His laws, Matt. 22:37.
(4) God gives us CONSCIENCES to recognize His laws.
(5) God gives us COURAGE to profess His laws.
(6) God gives us POWER to put His laws into practice.
b. "I will be to them a God and they shall be to me a people." A very
near and honorable relation.
c. "All shall know me from the least to the greatest." A universal
knowledge is under consideration, Matt. 28, Mk. 16, Lk. 24.
d. "Their sins and iniquities will | remember no more."
(1) This pardon is FREE — springs from God’s mercy, not man’s
merit.
(2) This pardon is FULL — extends to all kinds of sins and mistakes.
(3) This pardon is FIXED — the sins are remembered no more, Heb.
9:12; Heb. 10:18.
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Hebrews 8:11 — “And they shall not teach every man his neighbor, saying, know the
Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest.”

1. Taylor — “Here is a bold and basic contrast between the old and the new. Under
the old, people were born physically into that covenant and baby boys were
circumcised the eighth day. Years later, when old enough to be instructed, they
came to know God” (p. 141).

2.  Reese - "“In the Mosaic Age, people were born into a covenant relationship by
physical birth by the descendants of the children of Israel, and as children grew,
they had to be taught about the covenant they were already physically a part of”
(p. 135).

3. Bales —“One of the differences between the Old and the New is that you were
born (with the exception of a few Gentile proselytes into the Old and then taught to

»

know the Lord as you grew up...” (p. 83).

4. Milligan — “For if we except the few Gentile proselytes, who on condition of their
being circumcised, were admitted to some of the rights and privileges of the
Theocracy, all the subjects of the old covenant had to be taught to know the Lord”
(p. 235).

5.  Annual Lesson Commentary (1958) — “Under the old covenant, people were born
into covenant-relationships with God, and had to be taught regarding Him, as they
were able to learn” (p. 180).

6. Coffman - “ Men were physically born into the old covenant, circumcised the
eighth day, and thus grew up as members of the religious community...” (p. 178).

7. Taylor, Richard (Beacon Bible Commentary) — “Although the promise is made to
racial Israel, the substance of the promise is such that its fulfillment will constitute
a new race (Eph. 2:11-22), participation in which will be based, not on the old birth,
but on the new birth” (p. 98).

8. Pace, Martel (Truth For Today) — “A person must be truly converted to enter the
new covenant, whereas a baby was born of the flesh into the old” (p. 311).

9. Eaves, Thomas - “Under the Jewish System children were born into a covenant
relationship with the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; then they were taught
God’s word” (p. 98).

10. Winkler, Dan — “Under the ‘old’ covenant, when one was born as a descendant of
Jacob, he or she was automatically a member of God’s chosen people. As they
matured, they had to be intellectually introduced to the God they belonged to”
(Deut. 6:1-8) (p. 71).



According to the Pattern

+ Hebrews 8:5 "Who serve the copy and shadow
of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely
instructed when he was about to make the
tabernacle. For He said, ‘See that you make all
things according fo the pattern shown you on the
mountain” (Exodus 25:40; 26:30; Acts 7:44).
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Copies of Things in Heaven

Hebrews 9:23-24 “Therefore it was
necessary that the copies of the things
in heaven should be purified with these,
but the heavenly things themselves with
better sacrifices than these, For Christ has
not entered the holy places made with
hands, which are copies of the true, but
into heaven itself, now to appear in the
presence of God for us.”

Jesus Serves in the Greater
Tabernacle

+ Hebrews 9:11 “But Christ came as High
Priest of the good things to come with the
greater and more perfect tabernacle not
made with hands, that is, not of this
creation.”

The Laver

A laver stood outside the tabernacle in
which Aaron and his sons were to wash
before entering the tent of meeting or
ministering at the altar — Exodus 30:18-21.

Cleansing for Service

+ The laver was used for cleansing before
ministering before God.

+ Observe that one must have his sins
washed away in baptism before he can
serve in the church — Acts 2:38-41, 47,
22:16; 1 Peter 3:21.

Continual cleansing is available through
the blood of Jesus - 1 John 1:7.




The Holy Place Was a Type of
the Church

+ Hebrews 9:1-2 “Then indeed, even the first
covenant had ordinances of divine service and
the earthly sanctuary. For a tabernacle was
prepared: the first part, in which was the
lampstand, the table, and the showbread,
which is called the sanctuary.”

i

The Holy Place Was a Type of
the Church

+ Acts 15:14-17 “Simon has declared how God
at the first visited the Gentiles to take out of
them a people for His name. And with this
the words of the prophets agree, just as it is
written: ‘After this | will return And will rebuild
the tabernacle of David, which has fallen
down; | will rebuild its ruins, And | will set it
up; So that the rest of mankind may seek the
Lord, Even all the Gentiles who are called by
My name, Says the Lord who does all these
things™ (Amos 9:11-12).

The Lampstand

+ On the south side of the Holy Place
stood the lampstand (Exodus 25:31-40).

Light in the Church

+ Jesus is the light — John 1:4-8.

+ God’s word gives light.
—Psalm 119:105 “Your word is a lamp to my
feet And a light to my path.”
—Psalm 19:8 “The statutes of the Lord are right,
rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the
Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes.”

Light in the Church

» Churches dispense the light of the gospel.

— Revelation 1:20 “The mystery of the seven
stars which you saw in My right hand, and the
seven golden lampstands: The seven stars
are the angels of the seven churches, and the
seven lampstands which you saw are the
seven churches.”

» Christians are to be the light of the world —
Matthew 5:14-16.

The Table of Shewbread

+ The table of shewbread was placed on the
north wall — Exodus 25:23-30.

+ It held twelve cakes of fine flour placed in two
rows on the table every Sabbath, with the
cakes which were removed being eaten by
the priests — Leviticus 24:5-9.




The Lord’s Table

The table of shewbread seems to typify the
table of the Lord in the church.

The early church came together to eat the
Lord’s supper — 1 Corinthians 11:17, 18, 20,
33.

+ They came together on the first day of the
week — 1 Corinthians 16:1-2; Acts 20:7.
Christians are described as priests — 1 Peter
2:5, 9 — therefore, they should eat of the
table.

The Prayers of the Saints

+ Revelation 8:3-4 “Then another angel, having
a golden censer, came and stood at the altar.
He was given much incense, that he should
offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon
the golden altar which was before the throne.
And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers
of the saints, ascended before God from the
angel's hand.”

The Altar of Incense

+ Exodus 30:1-10, 34-38 On the aitar of incense,
which stood before the veil, the priests offered
a sweet smell every morning and evening.

Blood was also placed on the four horns of the
altar on the Day of Atonement.

ik

.

The Vell

+ A veil divided the Holy Place from the Most

Holy Place.

Exodus 26:31-33 “You shall make a veil woven
of blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine
woven linen. It shall be woven with an artistic
design of cherubim. You shall hang it upon the
four pillars of acacia wood overlaid with gold.
Their hooks shall be gold, upon four sockets of
silver. And you shall hang the veil from the
clasps. Then you shall bring the ark of the
Testimony in there, behind the veil. The veil
shall be a divider for you between the holy
place and the Most Holy” (Hebrews 9:3).

The Veil Was a Type of Christ’s
Body

» Hebrews 10:19-20 “Therefore, brethren,
having boldness to enter the Holiest by the
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way
which He consecrated for us, through the
veil, that is, His flesh.”

Matthew 27:50-51 “And Jesus cried out
again with a loud voice, and yielded up His
spirit. Then, behold, the veil of the temple
was torn in two from top to bottom; and the
earth quaked, and the rocks were split.”

The Most Holy Place

+ Inside the veil was the Most Holy Place —
Hebrews 9:3-5
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The Most Holy Place Is a Type of
Heaven

» Hebrews 6:19-20 “This hope we have as an
anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast,
and which enters the Presence behind the
veil, where the forerunner has entered for us,
even Jesus, having become High Priest
forever according to the order of
Melchizedek.”

The Ark of the Covenant

+ In the Most Holy Place was the ark of the
covenant, with an omerful of manna,
Aaron’s rod that budded and the two
tables of the covenant inside — Exodus
25:10-16 1,

The Mercy Seat

+ Placed on top of the ark of the covenant
was the mercy seat, where God said He
would meet His people — Exodus 25:18-
22,

The Mercy Seat

+ Hebrews 9:24 “For Christ has not entered
the holy places made with hands, which
are copies of the true, but into heaven
itself, now to appear in the presence of
God for us.”

The Mercy Seat Was a Symbol
of God’s Throne

+ Hebrews 4:14-16 “Seeing then that we have
a great High Priest who has passed through
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us
hold fast our confession. For we do not have
a High Priest who cannot sympathize with
our weaknesses, but was in all points
tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us
therefore come boldly to the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to
help in time of need.”




Priesthood in the Old and New
Testaments

The Need for Sacrifice

» Genesis 2:17b “...in the day that you eat of it
you shall surely die.”

—In more than 60 instances of the use of this
expression, it means sudden, violent death.

+ How could God be just and allow Adam and
Eve to live?

- He interposed the sudden, violent death of His
Son on the cross of Calvary.

— Genesis 3:15 "And | will put enmity Between you
and the woman, And between your seed and her
Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall

bruise His heel.”

Sacrifices During the Patriarchal
Age

« It appears men were required to offer
sacrifices, as in the case of Cain and Abel
(Genesis 4:3-5; Hebrews 11:4; Romans
10:17).

« Later, Jacob would offer a sacrifice
following the making of a covenant with
Laban (Genesis 31:54).

Sacrifices During the Patriarchal
Age
« In particular, the heads of families offered
sacrifices.

+ Noah built an altar and offered sacrifices
after they left the ark — Genesis 8:20-22.

« Job offered offerings for his children in
case they had sinned — Job 1:5.

Sacrifices During the Patriarchal
Age
Follow the altars of Abraham.
— Terebinth tree of Moreh — Genesis 12:6-7
— Between Bethel and Ai — Genesis 12:8; 13:4
—~ Terebinth trees of Mamre — Genesis 13:18
—On Mt. Moriah - Genesis 22:9
When Abraham did not build an altar, he
depended too much on himself.

—When he went to Egypt during a famine — Genesis
13:10-19

—In the case of Abimelech, king of Gerar - Genesis
20

Aaron and His Family Were
Called to be Priests

+ After the tabernacle was built, the family of
Aaron were made priests.

— Exodus 28:1a "Now take Aaron your brother, and
his sons with him, from among the children of
Israel, that he may minister to Me as priest,...”

—Numbers 3:10a “So you shall appoint Aaron and
his sons, and they shall attend to their
priesthood....”

» Hebrews 5:4 “And no man takes this honor to
himself, but he who is called by God, just as
Aaron was.”




No One Else Could Seize the
Position God Gave Them

+ Other ambitious men tried to seize the
priesthood — Numbers 16:1-3.
- Korah, Dathan and Abiram challenged Aaron’s
right to the priesthood.
+ God confirmed Aaron as priest — Numbers
16:4-34.
— The earth swallowed Korah, Dathan, Abiram and
all those who stood with them.

God Confirmed Aaron’s
Priesthood

+ The 250 leaders of the people were

consumed with fire — Numbers 16:35-40.

— Their censors, which had been dedicated to
God, were hammered into a covering for the
altar.

- "...no outsider, who is not a descendant of
Aaron, should come near to offer incense before
the Lord....”

» Then, God caused Aaron’s rod to bud to
show He had selected him from among the

tribes — Numbers 17:1-11.

There Were Many Aaronic
Priests

+ Hebrews 7:23 "Also there were many
priests because they were prevented by
death from continuing.”

+ Numbers 20:28 “Moses stripped Aaron of
his garments and put them on Eleazar his
son; and Aaron died there on the top of
the mountain. Then Moses and Eleazar
came down from the mountain.”

Aaronic Priests Offered a
Sacrifice for Their Own Sins

* Leviticus 16:8, 11 “Aaron shall offer the bull as a sin
offering, which is for himself, and make atonement
for himself and for his house....And Aaron shall
bring the bull of the sin offering, which is for
himself, and make atonement for himself and for
his house, and shall kill the bull as the sin offering
which is for himself.”

Hebrews 9:7 “But into the second part the high
priest went alone once a year, not without blood,
which he offered for himself and for the people’s
sins committed in ignorance.”

Aaronic Priests Repeatedly
Offered the Blood of Animals

* Hebrews 10:1-4 “For the law, having a shadow of
the good things to come, and not the very image of
the things, can never with these same sacrifices,
which they offer continually year by year, make
those who approach perfect. For then would they
not have ceased to be offered? For the worshipers,
once purified, would have had no more
consciousness of sins. But in those sacrifices there
is a reminder of sins every year. For it is not
possible that the blood of bulls and goats could
take away sins.”

Hebrews 10:11 "And every priest stands ministering

daily and offering repeatedly the same sacrifices,
which can never take away sins.”

Jesus Was Called to be a Priest

» Hebrews 5:5-6 “So Christ did not glorify
Himself to become High Priest, but it was
He who said to Him: ‘You are My Son,
Today | have begotten You.” As He also
says in another place: ‘You are a priest
forever According to the order of
Melchizedek.”

- Psalm 2:7
—Psalm 110:4




A Change of Priesthood

+ Hebrews 7:11-14 "Therefore, if perfection were
through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the
people received the law), what further need was
there that another priest should rise according to
the order of Melchizedek, and not be called
according to the order of Aaron? For the priesthood
being changed, of necessity there is also a change
of the law. For He of whom these things are spoken
belongs to another tribe, from which no man has
officiated at the altar. For it is evident that our Lord
arose from Judah, of which tribe Moses spoke
nothing concerning priesthood.”

Jesus’ Calling Was Confirmed

+ Hebrews 7:20-22 And inasmuch as He
was not made priest without an oath (for
they have become priests without an oath,
but He with an oath by Him who said to
Him: “The Lord has sworn and will not
relent, ‘You are a priest forever According
to the order of Melchizedek’™) by so much

- 4 £ ~
more Jesus has become a surety of a

better covenant.

Jesus’ Calling Was Confirmed

+ Jesus’ calling was confirmed in the
resurrection — Acts 13:33-39.
— Those who believe in Jesus will be justified.
+ Jesus was then given authority as King in
the church — Ephesians 1:20-23.

Jesus Serves as an Unchanging
Priest

» Hebrews 7:15-19

+ Hebrews 7:24-25 “But He, because He
continues forever, has an unchangeable
priesthood. Therefore He is also able to
save to the uttermost those who come to
God through Him, since He always lives to
make intercession for them.”

Jesus Was Tempted But Is Our
Sinless High Priest

* Hebrews 4:15-16 “For we do not have a High Priest
who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but
was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.
Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in
time of need.”

1 Peter 2:22-23 “Who committed no sin, Nor was
deceit found in His mouth’; who, when He was
reviled, did not revile in return, when He suffered,
He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him
who judges righteously.”

.

Jesus Made One Sacrifice

Hebrews 7:25-28

Hebrews 9:28 “So Christ was offered once
to bear the sins of many. To those who
eagerly wait for Him He will appear a
second time, apart from sin, for salvation.”




Jesus Offered Himself Have Boldness Because of Our

High Priest
* Hebrews 10:5-7 + Hebrews 10:19-23 “Therefore, brethren,
+ Hebrews 10:8-10 having boldness to enter the Holiest by the
+ Hebrews 10:12 “But this Man, after He had E||°°d of Jes‘:Sat;y a ”e‘t"r’] and g"t'r':g W"’.‘ly t"r;’h;Ch
o X e consecrated for us, through the veil, tha
offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat . : . ; -
down at the right hand of God.” is, His flesh, and having a High Priest over the

house of God, let us draw near with a true
heart in full assurance of faith, having our
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and
our bodies washed with pure water. Let us
hold fast the confession of our hope without
wavering, for He who promised is faithful.”




WORDS

Sanctuary

1.

2.

Church — Claiborne
Church — Winkler
Church — Taylor
Heaven — Reese
Heaven — Lightfoot
Heaven — Ginn

Heaven — Vaughn

The Tabernacle

1.

2.

Heaven — Claiborne

Heaven — Fudge

Heaven — Winkler

Church — Milligan & Taylor (p. 136)

Synonymous with Holy place — could refer to both places (Reese)
Heaven — Lightfoot

Both terms refer to the same place (Lenski)

Church - Ginn



HEBREWS CHAPTER NINE

A. Introduction: Jesus Christ —Author of "time of reformation.” The "time element” in
the study of the Bible is very important. A few examples, Jno. 1:17; Heb. 9:8-10.
_.."the hour is coming and now IS..."...Present, Jno. 5:25.

1
2
3
4.
5
6

_...™or the hour is COMING..." Future, Jno. 5:28.
_ "Wherefore the law WAS our schoolmaster..." Past, Gal. 3:24.

..."of the gospel of Christ, it IS..." Present, Rom. 1:16.

. "At that time ye WERE without Christ..." Past, Eph. 2:12.
_ "But NOW in Christ Jesus ye who were..." Present, Eph. 2:13.

. THEN verily the first covenant HAD also..." Past, Heb. 9:1.

7
B. TIME: Statements that have meaning with regard to time, Heb. 9:10.

1.
2
3.
4.
5
6

__in due time Christ died for the ungodly," Rom. 5:6.

...upon whom the ends of the world are come," 1 Cor. 10:11.
_..but when the fulness of time was come,” Gal. 4:4.
...dispensation of the fulness of times," Eph. 1:10.

___manifest in these last times for you," 1 Pet. 1:20.

...not put in subjection the world to come," Heb. 2:5.

Angels gave the law, Acts 7:51-53; Gal. 3:18,19; Heb. 2:1,4.

. Christ gave the gospel, Matt. 11:26-27; Mk. 16:15,16; Gal. 1:11.
. Christ is head of the church..., Eph. 1:22,23

...king of kingdom.... Col. 1:13,14.
...savior of the body...Eph. 5:23
...Son, Lord, Ruler over his house, Heb. 3:6.

. Angels under law... Psa. 103:20.

...subject to Christ... 1 Pet. 3:21,22.
...worship the Christ... Heb. 1:1-6.

. Therefore, the "world to come,” the gospel age, is not under the angels but

under Christ.

C. QUALITY: What they HAD and OBSERVED during the "time then present,” Heb.

2:10.

1. A figurative and symbolic system.

a.

f.

o op T

"meat—drink—holy day—new moon—sabbath," Col. 2:16.

A set order of feasts, 2 Chron. 2:4, 8:13; 2 Chron. 31:3; Neh. 10:3.
"meats—drinks—divers washings—carnal.ordinance " Heb, 2:10.

"Figure." Only a faint outline, representation, Heb. 9:9.

Patterns.” Not the heavenly things themselves, Heb. 9:23.

nShadow.” Not the very image. What it WAS and what it WAS NOT, Heb.
10:1.

nShadow." Not the body or substance, Col. 2:17.

2. The NATURE and APPLICATION of those things under "the time then present.”
’ , The ordinances were:

a.

b.

Carnal. Of external nature; dealt with outward man

__The New Covenant different, Jno. 6:44,45; Heb. 8:6-13; Heb. 9:13,14.
Imposed on them. Not on US, Heb. 9:15; 11:39,40.

"Imposed" indicates they had to be done, Gal. 3:10; Heb. 2:1-4; 10:28,29.
("To press upon, to be urgent," Thayer, p. 239).
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c. "Until." They were of a temporary nature. Never were designed for

perpetuity. Only "until" the TIME OF REFORMATION, Gal. 3:24; 5:1.
3. A study of the QUALITY of THAT system is interesting. Shall we compare it

with the GOSPEL system?

a. "Time then present" system served only to purify the flesh, Heb. 9:13,14,23.

b. Characterized by weakness, Heb. 7:18,19.

c. Imperfect and incomplete. "Standeth daily," Heb. 10:11.

d. "Time of reformation" system purges the conscience, Heb. 9;14, 23; 1:1-3;
Heb. 9:9; 13:20. Complete. "Sat down," Heb. 10:12.

D. DURABILITY: Under this heading we shall study the teaching of the Bible about the

durability of each system.

1. The "time then present” system was only temporary as shown by:

a. Dead to one; married to another. What "another?" Rom. 7:1-4.
b. Weakness indicated it had to be temporary, Rom. 8:1-4.
c. Shows its connection with the new Covenant, Rom. 9:1-5.
d. Christ is the END of the Law, Rom. 10:1-4.
e. Middle wall removed to make ONE NEW MAN, Eph. 2:12-16.
First REMOVED in order to ESTABLISH second, Heb. 10:9,10.

The "time of reformation" system is perfect, permanent and will not change.

a. God’s power unto salvation. As long as needed, Rom. 1:16.

b. The eternal covenant. No third one given, Heb. 13:20; Heb. 8:7.

c. "Word that endures forever" is the Gospel, 1 Pet. 1:22-25.

3. The Scriptures teach that the Gospel and the church are here forever—My friends,
the church and the gospel will be upon the earth when we hear the last echo of
human history and read the last syllable of recorded thought.

a. Christ is priest forever after the order of Melchisedec, Heb. 7:17.
...but Christ is high priest over the gospel, Heb. 9:11.
...therefore, the gospel is designed forever, 1 Pet. 1:24,25.
b. Christ is priest forever after the order of Melchisedec...Heb. 7:17.
...but Christ is high priest over the house of God...(church)...1 Tim. 3:14,15.
...therefore, the church is designed to last forever, Eph. 3:21.

4. If what | have outlined is true, and if what the New Testament says is true, then
those people who continue to observe things contained in the "time then present"
system have not come to the "time of reformation"...Having failed to reach this,
they are not in covenant relationship with God. This does not have to be!

N.B. One should read the Book of Exodus along with the ninth chapter of the
Hebrews and acquaint himself with the teaching concerning the tabernacle worship.

-
:

N

E. Introduction to Hebrews 9:15-18. These verses deal with the subject of the
covenants. A few questions are fundamental to a study of this important theme. In
discussing the last will and testament of Christ the following are in order: Heb. 9:15-
18.

1. Who was its author? What does it embrace? When and where did it begin?

2. WHAT IS A TESTAMENT. Let us illustrate by the use of a human will: What
are the requisites?
a. One must be of the proper age.
b. One must be of the right mind.
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One must have something to give.

One must leave no room for doubt.

One must have competent witnesses.

The will must be admitted to probate.

Conditions must be performed as required.

. The testament must stand as written after the death of the testator.

HE DIVINE WILL — Let us now compare it with the above.

The age of Christ, the testator, Lk. 3:23.

Could do what he desired, hence in right mind, Jno. 10:17,18.

Had something to give...Matt. 11:28-30; Matt. 20:28; Jno. 10:10; 2 Cor.

8:9; Heb. 5:8,9.

...His protection...Matt. 23:37.

d. He had competent witnesses, Matt. 10:1-7; Jno. 15:16; 17:18; Lk. 24:45-
47; Acts 1:1-8; Acts 10:39-42.

e. The witnesses speak Christ’s words, Matt. 10:19,20; Mk. 13:11; Lk. 21:14;
Jno. 16:7-13; Acts 2:1-4; 1 Cor. 2:9-13; Eph. 3:1-6; 2 Pet. 1:20.

f. The conditions, Matt. 7:21; Lk. 6:46; Acts 10:34,35; Rom. 6:17,18; Gal.
3:26-29; 2 Thes. 1:6-10; Heb. 5:8,9; 1 Pet. 4:17; Rev. 22:14. These
readings point out that salvation is conditional, Rev. 22:14.

g. What are the conditions?

(1) Faith in Christ, Jno. 8:24; Heb. 11:6; Rom. 10:17.

(2) Repentance, Lk. 13:3,5; Acts 17:30,31; 2 Pet. 3:9.

(3) Confession, Matt. 10:32,33; Acts 8:37; 1 Tim. 6:12.

(4) Baptism, Jno. 3:1-5; Acts 2:38; Acts 10:47,48; Acts 18:8; Gal. 3:27; 1
Pet. 3:21.

h. When did Christ make his will? While he lived upon the earth, Jno. 5:1-8;

Matt. 9:1,2; Lk. 23:43.

Since we have the Will of Christ sealed with his blood, we must appeal to his

chosen and qualified witnesses, Heb. 9:16; 13:20.

Nothing short of obedience to his will is calculated to put one in covenant

relationship with God. Have you obeyed the gospel?

NUT® 4R ™e D

F. Hebrews 9:24-28. The Three Appearings of Christ. In this section we have the word
"appear" used three times. Once for the PAST once for the PRESENT, and once for
the FUTURE.

1.

The FIRST appearing. (As a sacrifice to deliver from the PENALTY of sin.) This
appearing is a thing of the PAST, Heb. 9:26.

a. "In the end of the world." "Conclusion of the ages."

b. "ONCE in the end of the world." Once for all.

c. "To put away sin by the sacrifice of himself."

. The SECOND appearing. (As our High Priest to deliver us from the POLLUTION

of sin. “This appearing is a very PRESENT one although out of our physical sight.
a. "To appear in the presence of God," Heb. 1:3; 4:14; Heb. 6:17-20; 7:26;
Heb. 8;1; 9:12,24; Heb. 10:12; 12:2.

b. "To appear in the presence of God for us." %, @ o, 7, | B i
(1) As our mediator...1 Tim. 2:5,6. . V5T E
(2) As our High Priest...Heb. 4:14.

(3) As our intercessor...Heb. 7:25.
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(4) As our advocate...1 Jno. 2:1,2.
c. To provide us with the benefits of his priesthood.
(1) High priest over brethren...Heb. 3.1.
(2) High priest over the gospel, Heb. 9:11.
(3) High priest over the house of God...Heb. 10:21.
This is the extent of his priesthood.
3. The THIRD appearing. (In his second coming he will deliver us from the
PRESENCE of sin.) That appearing is still FUTURE.
a. "Unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time."
(1) Jesus promised he would return...Jno. 14:1-6.
(2) Angels assured he would return te-earth.. Acts 1:9-11.
(3) The Revelator says he will appear again...Rev. 1:7.
b. "He shall appear the second time without sin (sin offering) unto salvation."
(1) He shall come to receive his own unto himself...Jno. 14:1-6.
(2) He shall come to make possible a bodily resurrection, 1 Cor. 15:50-52.
(3) He shall come to deliver the redeemed from the presence of sin, 1 Thess.
4.13-18.
(4) He shall come to be admired by believers, Phil.; 2 Thess. 1:6-10.
(5) He shall come to grant the eternal inheritance, 1 Pet. 1:3-5.
(6) When he comes he will turn the Kingdom to God, the Father. God will
become all and in all, 1 Cor. 15:19-28.
(7) Now the Christ is all and in all. This will be true until the second advent of
our Blessed Lord, Col. 3:9-11.

"EVEN SO, COME, LORD JESUS," Rev. 22:20.
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THE GOLDEN CENSER
Hebrews 9:4a — “Which had the golden censer...”
Was the altar of incense ever in the Most Holy Place?
Explanations:
1. It is possible some golden censer stands may have stood in the Holiest where the priest

placed cepger.
2. The ﬂﬁ%ﬁys the Holiest “had” the altar of incense, in other words that the Altar in
some sense belonged to it.”
3. The altar of incense was thought to have atoning power and was itself called “Holy of
Holies,” in the KJ “most holy” (Exod. 30:10).
a. It is expressly said to be placed before the mercy seat (Exod. 30:6; 40:5).
b. “The close connection of the Altar of Incense with the service of the Day of
Atonement in the Holiest Place is illustrated by 2 Macc. 2:1-8, where the Altar is
mentioned in connection with the Ark.” (Cambridge Bible, “Hebrews,” p. 135).
4, The golden censer is referred to in 2 Chron. 26:19 and Ezek. 8:11.

A. There were three items in the ark:
1. Golden pot that had manna — Ex. 16:33.
Took their minds back to God’s miraculous way of feeding them (Ex. 16:33).
2. Aaron’s rod that budded — Num. 17:1-10.
Reminded them of the rebellion in the wilderness.
3. The tables of the covenant — Ex. 25:16
Supreme reminder of God’s holiness and their need to obey (Ex. 25:16).
B. Cherubim of glory.
1. Glory in the sense of the divine presence.
2. The NEB translates it “the cherubim of God glory.”
C. The Mercy seat.

L. The protective wings of the two cherubims provided the place, symbolically
speaking, God dwelled among his people (Psa. 30:1; 99:1).

2. It means a “covering” or “lid.”

3. It is called the “mercy seat” since the Greek word (found here and in Romans

3:25) denotes a place of propitiation or expiation.

James Meadows
September 29, 2004
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Dr. Mark Bailey, President Phil L. Risinger
Dallas Theol. Seminary P. O. Box 82021
3909 Swiss Ave. Okla. City, Ok. 73148
Dallas, Tx. 75204 PR8Risinger@Gmail.com

RE: Dr. Pentecost's article about Hebrews 9:4 and the "altar of incense"
(This is expanded to Hebrews 9:3-4)
Dr. Bailey:

On 4/20/2010 | acknowledged Dr. Pentecost's article in the April, 2010
issue of DTS's issue of Veritas. His conclusion was that the altar of incense
belonged in the Holy of Holies and not in the Holy place if | understood him
correctly,

K. M. Bean (whom | first communicated with due to an Ad he ran in BAR)
very quickly disagreed with Dr. Pentecost's conclusion. His final remarks
were that both Monte Judah (who claimed that the Hebrew writer did not
know what he was talking about) and Dr. Pentecost are in error.

Rather than finding fault with anyone, let's just acknowledge that the Bible,
the classroom and cross-communication are vital to "come in the unity of
the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God" — Ephesians 4:13.

The KJV translates Hebrews 9:3-4 as follows:

"3 And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holiest
of all: 4 Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant
overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had
manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant,"

The NIV translates the same verses as follows:

"3 Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy Place,
4 which had the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered ark of the
covenant. This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron's staff that
had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant.”

From the Greek texts (Interiinears) of Baker and Zondervan { do not see
a Greek word for “incense" in Hebrews 9:3 or 4. So, it appears that the NIV
has done some adding and explaining (the underiine is mine).

| reinvestigated Smith's Bible Dictionary, The Believer's Study Bible
(Editor W. A. Criswell), and Jewish New Testament Commentary by David
H. Stern. The following is what Stern has written about the same two verses
in Hebrews 9:3-4:

"3 The first curtain or "screen” (Exodus 26:36-37, 36:37-38) separated
the Holy Place from the outer court, whereas the second curtain or
"veil" (Exodus 26:31-33; 36:35-36; Mt. 27:51) separated the Holiest
Place from the Holy Place. 4 The Holiest Piace had associated with
itself the golden altar for burming incense. Critics have been quick
to conclude that the author did not know what he was talking about,
since the Torah clearly states that the golden altar was outside the



curtain (Exodus 30:6, Leviticus 16:18, 1 Kings 6:22). Actually, the
author knew his subject well. Aithough the incense altar was used
daily for other purposes, it was used in a special way by the cohen
hagadol on Yom-Kippur, when he would take from it a golden censer
of coals and bring them into the Holiest Place (Exodus 30:10, Leviticus
16:12, 15)."

(One paragraph skipped)

“Earlier, in verse 2, the Greek text says that the table with showbread
and the menorah were "“in" the Holy Place. And in the latter part of the
present verse, the Greek says that the manna, rod and tablets were
"n" the ark. But the Greek expression for the relationship between the
Holiest Place and the incense altar is not "in which" but "having," i.e.,
"having associated with itself." Like the ark the incense altar was
associated with the Holiest Place. But the author did not make the
mistake of locating the incense altar in the Holiest Place, which would
have been an error; on the contrary, choosing his words carefully, he
associated the incense altar with the Holiest Place even though it was
outside. A diagram of the actual locations makes this even clearery
the figure shows that the incense altar was close to the Holiest Place,
while the menorah, showbread and table were farther away."

ArK
HolY Of Hol1ES atrempled.
—_——— VEiL— — — ——|  rouroduction
(NCENSE ALTAR] of SterN:
dfaamw» Y
Ho LY PLACE SR
Menorah, Showbread, Table

"Also compare Rv (Revelation) 5:8, 6:9-10, 8:3-4, where the golden
censer represents the prayers of pelievers in Yeshua."

For Further Study,

Dt ;f?%‘ﬁw

Phil L. Risinger
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Worship And Authority (Cont.)

With this principle firmly fixed in mind, let us
observe ‘that.the same writer, in describing the wor-
ship system of ‘the Mosaic period, :affirmed the fol-
lowing:-“Now even the first covenant had ordinan-
ces of divine service...” (Heb. 9:1). The’ Enghsh
expression, “ordmances of divine service,” trans-
lates two Greek words, dikaiomata latreias, which
literally mean “regulations for worship” (Amdt &
Gingrich, ‘Greek Lexicon, p. 468). .Old Testament
worship was clearly regulated' ‘However, it is very
important to observe that the sacred writer introduc-
es these matters .due to the fact that the tabernacle
arrangement . was, to. some extent, “‘a figure for the
time present” (9: 9), ie., the Chnstlan age.. . .

The foregoing. bemg true, does it 'stand to. reason
that if: (a) "Worship :was regulated under the 0ld
Testament system,:and men were. requued to con-
form to ‘those laws; (b) That arrangement was a type
the: Chnstran- gime; c)’'We live under a: drspen-
of even, greater responsibility today, (d) That,
e twisted sense of logic, we are. a]lowed jith
ly no. restraint, to “fashion our. ‘OWn. WO hlp
ce tothe Lord? . Does this make any sem ance
sense? T submiit that it doesmot.
The fact is ’-the"theory now: bemg advo ated y

hi #Church <

_sevolving':
'hglo ?but 1t is not: remot_ely related to the pattern of
N V}Testament worsh1 W :

Bad News/(}ood News
As: everyone kmows, postal rates were rece ly
mcreased and ‘that always ‘hurts journals. “We.are
happy to mform _you, however, that we. will not in-
crease our subscription price.to the’ ‘Courier. “This
is:due to the generosity of a few friends who help us
with an extra contribution from time to time. If you
would :care to assist us in this ‘teaching effort it
would be deeply apprecrated W







According to the Pattern

Hebrews 8:5 "Who serve the copy and shadow of
the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely
instructed when he was about to make the
tabernacle. For He said, ‘See that you make all
things according to the pattern shown you on the
mountain” (Exodus 25:40; 26:30; Acts 7:44).
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The Laver

» A laver stood outside the tabernacle for
Aaron and his sons to wash in before
entering tent of meeting or ministering at
the altar — Exodus 30:18-21.

Cleansing for Service

* The laver was used for cleansing before
ministering before God.

» Observe that one must have his sins
washed away in baptism before he can
serve in the church — Acts 22:16; 2:38-41,
47.

+ Continual cleansing is available through
the blood of Jesus — 1 John 1:7.

The Holy Place

* Hebrews 9:1-2 “Then indeed, even the first
covenant had ordinances of divine service and
the earthly sanctuary. For a tabernacle was
prepared: the first part, in which was the
lampstand, the table, and the showbread,
which is called the sanctuary.”

The Lampstand

+ On the south side of the Holy Place
stood the lampstand (Exodus 25:31-40).




Light in the Church

+ In the church, God's word gives light to His
people — Psalm 119:105.

 Churches are given the role of dispensing
the light of the gospel — Revelation 1:20 “The
mystery of the seven stars which you saw in
My right hand, and the seven golden
lampstands: The seven stars are the angels
of the seven churches, and the seven
lampstands which you saw are the seven

irnhaa ?

{29
cnurcnes.

Christians are to be the light of the world —
Matthew 5:14-16.

The Table of Shewbread

+ The table of shewbread was placed on the
north wall — Exodus 25:23-30.

+ It held twelve cakes of fine flour placed in two
rows on the table every Sabbath, with the
cakes which were removed being eaten by
the priests — Leviticus 24:5-9.

The Lord’s Table

+» The table of shewbread seems to typify
the table of the Lord in the church.

+ The early church came together on the
first day of the week to eat of the Lord’s
supper — 1 Corinthians 11:17, 18, 20, 33;
Acts 20:7.

+ Christians are described as priests — 1
Peter 2:5, 9.

The Altar of Incense

+ Exodus 30:1-10, 34-38 On the altar of incense,
which stood before the veil, the priests offered
a sweet smell every morning and evening.

+ Blood was also placed on the four horns on the
Day of Atonement

The Prayers of the Saints

+ When the seventh seal is opened in Revelation
8:3-4, an angel is depicted as offering incense
mixed with the prayers of the saints.

« The smoke of the incense is said to go up
before God.

The Veil

+ There was a veil which divided the Holy Place from
the Most Holy Place.

s Hebrews 9:3

- Exodus 26:31-33 "You shall make a veil woven of blue,
purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen. it shall
be woven with an artistic design of cherubim. You shall
hang it upon the four pillars of acacia wood overlaid with
gold. Their hooks shall be gold, upon four sockets of
silver. And you shall hang the veil from the clasps. Then
you shall bring the ark of the Testimony in there, behind
the veil. The veil shall be a divider for you between the
holy pface and the Most Holy.”




The Veil Was a Type of Christ's The Most Holy Place
Body
. + Inside the veil was the Most Holy Place -
» Hebrews 10:20 “Therefore, brethren, having Hebrews 9:4-5
boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of , ' ) i
Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which He * Itis a type of heaven — Hebrews 6:19-20;
consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His 9:8,24
flesh.” .
« Matthew 27:50-51 “And Jesus cried out again R e L ;
with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. I = o = i
51 Then, behold, the vii! of the Itje.r.“.p!e was o E 0 i
torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth g .
quaked, and the rocks were split.” 255 e e B
The Ark of the Covenant The Mercy Seat
+ The ark of the covenant, with an omerful of « Placed on top of the ark of the covenant
manna, Aaron’s rod that budded and the was the mercy seat, where God said He
two tables of the covenant inside, was in would meet His people — Exodus 25:18-
the Most Holy Place — Exodus 25:10-16 22.

The Mercy Seat

« It was a symbol of God’s throne —
Hebrews 4:16; 9:24.
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IS THE NEW TESTAMENT BOOK OF HEBREWS CANONICAL?

In the 1990's | was in Seminary Mall evening time (just after dark) when it
was reported that a tornado was in southwest Ft. Worth, Texas and was
headed straight toward this Mall. Everyone was ordered on the bottom floor
back into a corner. I've never seen so much fear, apprehension, closeness,
courtesy and concern for one another. Why can't all religious people be that
that close about the coming Judgment Day of God? (Hebrews 9:27-28).

The late evangelist Bill Gibson often used a term in his letters encouraging
others that they be "TRUTH SEEKERS." It is with this saying that | write this
report. Can we gather together closely on this noble subject?

On April 4 and April 5, 2005 there was a historic debate (of a sort) in
Muskogee, Ckla.. The speakers were Donald R. Wilson (church of Christ
from Auburn, California) and Monte Judah (Lion and Lamb Ministries or
B'nai Shalom Messianic Congregation from OKC -- now Norman, Okla.).
| think that one of the initiators of this debate may have been Wes Gilbert
Minister of the church of Christ in Muskogee. In looking at one of the actual
fliers of the debate it partially reads:

April 4 "All The Old Testament Law (The Law of Moses) has
been done away." Donald R. Wilson will affirm and
Monte Judah will deny. _

April 5 "None Of The Old Testament Law (The Law of Moses)
has been done away." Monte Judah will affirm and
Donald Wiison will deny.

At one time a DVD of the above debate could be ordered from Larry
Haverstock TRUTH ON DISC 19409 26th Ave. NW Stanwood, WA
98292 for $10. More info. WWW.TruthOnDisc.Net Phone 360-652-6009.
E-Mail: Larry@TruthOnDisc.Net .

Dallas Theol. Seminary Library has already been furnished a DVD
copy. Since the debate Monte continued writing about this subject in his
publication of YAVOH (He is Coming!). His June, 2005 issue denied
that Paul taught the Jews to "forsake Moses" and their "customs" (Acts
21:21, etc.)? In November, 2005 he devoted a whole issue saying that
the book of Hebrews should not be in the New Testament Canon. For
some reason Monte does not want it to be there to say nothing about
2 Corinthians 3, Galatians 3, Galatians 4, Colossians 2, etc..

If | remember correctly, one of his reasons for rejecting the book of
Hebrews was because it was originally doubted as canonical. We might
call this an alleged "higher" criticism. A second reason for his rejecting
this book was his claim that the Hebrew writer did not know that the Altar
of Incense in the Tabernacle was in the Holy Place and not in the Holy of
Holies as stated by the Hebrew writer (Hebrews 9:4).

According to Dr. Pentecost a correct understanding of Exodus 30:6 and
Exodus 40:22-24 prove that there were only two items in the Holy Place




2
(Showbread and Lampstand) and that the Altar of Incense was in fact located
in the "Holy of Holies." If true, then this supports the accuracy and inspiration
of the Hebrew writer versus an erroneous traditional concept.

This past week | received the April, 2010 issue of Dallas Theological
Seminary's "VERITAS" with this issue being devoted to Dr. J. Dwight
Pentecost (age 95) who is the author of his well-known book on "Prophecy.”
in this issue his subject is about the Tabernacle. His answer to this issue is
on page 5 under the heading of "Worshiping God in the Holy of Holies."
Among the verses he cites are Exodus 25:22; Exodus 25:30; Exodus. 26:35;
Exodus 29:42; Exodus 30:6; Exodus 40:22-24; Matthew 27:51; Luke 1:5-25;
Hebrews 9:4.

Dr. Pentecost draws this conclusion "Thus the altar of incense was inside.

the of holies, not it. Hebrews 9:4 confi ,
Wmmwuﬁ s were the altar of incense

and the mercy s he cov -

This being true, the "intelligence" of the Hebrew writer has been confirmed.
Obviously, Dr. Pentecost was aware of this alleged contradiction. After read-
ing many commentaries my thinking was more along the line that the aroma
of the incense was simply going over into the Holy of Holies or that the Altar
was taken there upon entry. But, Dr. Pentecost seems to have the better
answer that the Altar of Incense belonged in the Holy of Holies.

Along the way, after Monte's issue against the book of Hebrews, | brought
to his attention the fact that the book of Hebrews is established as canonical
among the papyri. In other places it is implied among the "number" of Paul's
writings. Quotations from the "church fathers" support its belonging in the
New Testament canon. Also called to his attention was the fact that the famous
Jewish historian A. Neander (his Christian name) ceased to be a "Jew" after
becoming a Christian. w%%wry

_many of us are "ERROR ADMI ™ Would you please take a look at
Ephesians 4 and notice what all the "one baptism" is so closely a i
with? Who then would deny its nece;aiiy_fgr_gﬁoymablﬁ—mm?

Hopefully Dr. Mark L. Bailey, President of DTS, will not mind if | share
the necessary pages from VERITAS (for accuracy of documentation) for
the truth to be established on this alleged contradiction. Thanks to DTS for
continuing to send me VERITAS. This April, 2010 issue is of special interest
since the April, 2005 debate as well as the November, 2005 issue of YAVOH.

| have never doubted that the book of Hebrews belongs in the New
Testament. Therefore, itis always a cause of rejoicing to see alleged
contradictions just as numerous others have been solved.

in Sincerity,

Phil L. Risinger @of&
P. O. Box 82021

Okla. City, Ok. 73148

PR8Risinger@Gmail.com

Encl: VERITAS 3 Xeroxed pgs. (Cover + 4-5 + 6-7) Thanks!
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has spent more than seven decades
studying and teaching God’s Word—
and in many ways, his book New Wine
is the culmination of a lifetime of
biblical study.

This new release from a revered Bible

A STUDY OF | teacher follows the birth of the Church
TRANSITION |
IN THE |
BOOK OF ‘
|
,

«“

in the Book of Acts through its “growing
pains” and many transitions. Dr.

ACTS . ~
Pentecost emphasizes the study of Acts

the kingdom

cosT as a transitional narrative
— has been inaugurated and the Church
has been birthed. Now it must discover

how to fulfill the commission of Jesus, a

mission that will require new “wineskins”
S for the message of the gospel.

Pl 5 In this book, you will examine

the Church as guided by the apostles,
learning to survive amid persecution,

. and finally spreading across the
AR Roman Empire through the impetus

of a new apostle, Paul. New Wine will
help both pastor and layperson grasp
the significance of the changes and

transitions God was orchestrating for
His people and shows how those events
can shape our own view of mission in

today’s world.
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‘Equivnping Christians to live by truth—
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vod D t-ootis Distinguished
Professor Emeritus of Bible Exposition at
Dallas Theological Seminary, where he has
taught since 1955.
“Dr. P.,” as he is affectionately known
Dr.J. Dwight 0N campus, graduated magna cum laude

Pentecost  tom Hampden-Sydney College and from
Dallas Seminary, where he holds both the Th.M. and Th.D.
degrees. He is also the author of numerous books, including
his groundbreaking work on the subject of eschatology (future
things) titled Things to Come.

Dr. Pentecost also served as a pastor for many years,
including pastorates at Saint John’s Presbyterian Church in
Devon, Pennsylvania, from 1946-1951, and Grace Bible Church
of Dallas from 1958-1976. He and his late wife, Dorothy, have
two married daughters and two grandchildren.

This message is taken from a chapel address that
Dr. Pentecost delivered to the Dallas Seminary faculty and
student body.
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For your free subscription to Verifas,
T visit www.dts.edu or call
grspn, - 800.DTS.WORD x3724.

. \\\ DaLLAS THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
7 _ Ammemm 3909 Swiss Avenue -+ Dallas, TX 75204 - 214-824-3094
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“=Veritasis a publication of Dallas Seminary for our valued friends and partners, designed to provide
+7;_ biblical encouragement and instruction in keeping with our strong commitment to minister to
those who stand with us in prayer and financial support. We are pleased to present the messages
. of outstanding leaders and Bible teachers who speak during chapels and at other events, as a way
of bringing you “~a campus” with us and giving you the benefit of their insights. Verizas is also
= available onlir ur website, www.dts.edu/media/veritas.

MAaNY CHRISTIANS who have read through the Book
of Exodus have been amazed, and sometimes mystified,

by the complexity of the details that God gave to Moses for
the construction of the tabernacle in the wilderness, Israel’s
first place of worship. The purpose for the tabernacle is
given in Exodus 25 as the place where God would dwell
with His people, meet with them in worship and sacrifice,
and speak to them. In a classic message, Dr. Pentecost
takes us on a biblical “tour” of this worship structure—and
challenges us to pause and learn a vital lesson from a key
piece of furniture found in the tabernacle.

Dat1as THEoL 1. SEMINARY
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After recording the redemption of Israel out of bondage in
Egypt, the Book of Exodus devotes itself to the construction
and furnishing of the tabernacle, where God said His
presence would dwell.

God’s Dwelling Place

In Exodus 40 we are told that once the tabernacle was
complete, “Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting
because the cloud had settled upon it, and the glory of the
Lorp filled the tabernacle” (v. 35). God’s glory is always
manifested by the dazzling brilliance that radiates from His
person and presence. Thus the tabernacle became God’s
dwelling place among His people.

Certainly that structure, made out of translucent
materials, was transformed by God’s glory so that the
tabernacle must have glowed by day and night. It reminded
Israel that the tabernacle was designed to be a place where
God said, “I will meet with you” (Exodus 25:22). Here the
Redeemer is taking the initiative to provide a place where
the redeemed may meet with Him.

Furthermore, God said it was from the tabernacle that,

“Iwill ... speak to you” (Exodus 29:42). Interestingly, the
tabernacle itself was the message that God wanted to convey
to His people. God was speaking to them visually because
every detail of the tabernacle was designed to answer the
question of how sinful people can approach a holy God who
has come to make Himself available to meet with them.

If we were to join the high priest Aaron and walk with him
through the tabernacle as God had commanded Moses to
build it, we would see a number of pieces of sacred furniture
and learn what purpose they had in Israel’s worship.

Sacrifice for the Guil v
The first piece of furniture we would come to is the bronze
altar. This was a place of propitiation, which means

2 Worshipii r Redeemer

satisfaction. Here an offering was made to God, and the blood
would be put on the mercy seat to satisfy the demands of a
holy God for redemption and forgiveness of sin through the
shedding of blood. But instead of the guilty dying to meet the
demands of a holy God, the blood of a substitute was offered
on the altar in place of the blood of the guilty party. God was
satisfied in view of a coming, better sacrifice.

hnstead o\x the QS.\@ Q@S% to meet the
demands 0\ a \5\@ God, the blood o\ a
substitute was o\w\mﬁmm\ on the altar in
B\Qmm o\ the QS.\@ party.

This was clearly a foreshadowing of the doctrine later expanded
by the apostle Paul as he declared the truth of justification by
faith. That was the first lesson that Aaron would have learned
by observing the bronze altar.

The Im portance of Cleansi ng

Next on our tour of the tabernacle, we would encounter a
bronze laver, or basin filled with water for ceremonial washings.
Here we would learn that, as a result of the propitiatory
sacrifice that was made on the bronze altar, God provides

for the sanctification of His people. It was not the water that
would cleanse Aaron. He would have been cleansed by the
blood. The water would signify that that which has been
cleansed by blood can enter God’s presence. That

is sanctification.

Reminders of Provision and Witness
As we proceeded on in our tour with Aaron, we would enter
the holy place, outside the veil, and find two more articles

Dattas THEO! L SEMINARY



of furniture that were important (Exodus 26:35). To the
north was the table for what the Bible calls “the bread of the
Presence” (Exodus 25:30), or “showbread” (xyv). God had
promised that when He brought Israel into the land, a land
of milk and honey, there would be an abundant provision
for their physical needs.
The bread on the altar was available for the priests to
eat, so Aaron could go to the table and devour that evidence
of God’s faithfulness. The bread on the altar provided for
fellowship of the redeemed with the God who redeemed them.
To the south was the lampstand, which served as a
reminder of the function of God’s redeemed people to the
world. They who would receive the light were to let that
light shine to others. The redeemed were to communicate
truth about God.

A Orm\ﬂmm of Focus

There was one other article of furniture in the tabernacle
that I want to mention and about which I want to think in
more detail with you. This was the altar of incense. Among
his other duties, Aaron was charged with the responsibility
of preparing incense and then putting the incense on that
altar. The coals to keep the fire burning on the altar of
incense were to be brought from the bronze altar every
morning and every night.

Incense played a very important role in Israel’'s worship,
and indeed incense appears elsewhere in the Scripture as
representing the worship of God’s redeemed people. In
Revelation 5:8, we read that incense represented the prayers
of the saints—offerings of worship, praise, and thanksgiving.

Four times in the Book of Revelation do the 24 elders,
who represent the redeemed of this age, join with the 4
angelic beings in offering worship to the Throne Sitter.

They are offering, in effect, incense at the altar of incense.
Their prayers are not petitions offered for the benefit of the
one praying nor are they intercessory prayers offered to

4  Worshiping Redeemer

benefit one in need. They are all prayers of worship, praise,
and thanksgiving for what the Throne Sitter has done. In
Revelation 5:12-13, the elders worship because the Lamb
lives and is enthroned. In Revelation 11:16-17 and 19:5-6, the
elders worship because the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.

Notice how the focus of this scene of heavenly worship
is not on the redeemed, but on the Redeemer. This same
change of focus is what the altar of incense in the tabernacle
accomplished, turning Israel’s attention to their Redeemer.
The message contained here is one we need today as we
learn how to truly worship the Redeemer.

dﬁOﬁmrmm&Em God in the HMO_% of Holies

It has been traditionally understood that the altar of incense
in the tabernacle was on the outside of the curtain that
separated the inner portion, the holy of holies, from the rest
of the tabernacle. This placement would have put the altar
of incense between the table with the bread of the Presence
and the lampstand, outside of the holy of holies.

But when we read Exodus 40:22-24, which describes the
layout of the furniture in the tabernacle, it specifically says
that there were only two articles of furniture in the outer
part of the tabernacle, not three; these were the lampstand
and the table of bread.

Exodus 30:6 says the altar of incense was to be put
before (in front of) the veil . . . that is before (in front of)
the mercy seat. Thus the mymmw of incense was inside the
holy of holies, not outside of it. Hebrews 9:4 confirms this
mﬁmﬁmmgmbﬁ mmﬁbm Emﬁ Sm two articles of furniture Emam
the holy of Uo:mm were Em m?mﬁ 0m incense msa the BQQ\.
mmmﬁ on top of of tl the m:% 9, the oo<m:m§

D _uc:ﬁr:m Time in Worshi 1p
Why is this significant? Because it means that the high
priest Aaron would have spent a great deal of time every day

DaLias THEOLOG SEMINARY
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inside the veil of the tabernacle, not outside of it. Offering
incense on the altar was such a high privilege that later

in Israel’s history, when they had established courses of
priests to take their turn serving in the temple, the priest
who was selected by lot to enter the temple and perform
this act of worship considered it the greatest of honors.

We recall that the priest Zechariah, the father of John
the Baptist, was selected to offer incense (Luke 1:5-25). He
received a visit from the angel Gabriel while he was inside
as the people were outside. Zechariah was inside the veil
of the temple, offering worship, praise, and thanksgiving to
God on the altar of incense. Such was the honor that this
privilege was given to a priest only once in his lifetime.

Set Aside for God

The message God was giving His people through the altar
of incense was this: “I have provided for your justification,
for your sanctification, and for your fellowship through
the various articles of the tabernacle. But I have also set
aside something in this tabernacle for Myself, the altar

of incense, on which you are to offer praise and worship
to Me. I will meet with you to receive that worship, that
praise of which you deem Me worthy.”

Remember, the worship taking place on the altar of
incense was inside the veil or curtain in the tabernacle;
this veil divided the tabernacle into two parts and signified
that the way into God’s presence was open only to the
designated priest. When Jesus died on the cross that veil in
the temple was torn in two from top to bottom (Matthew
27:51). God was declaring that the way into the holiest
is now available to us, a new kingdom of priests. We can
function as priests at the altar of incense today.

7 . .
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We have completed our “tour” of the tabernacle, and there
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is much we can learn from it. We can reflect on the altar on
which the blood was shed for our justification, the blood of
the sacrifice taking the place of the blood of the guilty one
to make atonement for sin.

We can consider the bronze basin for cleansing and
thank the Lord for what it provides for us, as the apostle
John develops in 1 John 1:9 where he reminds us, “If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us
our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

We can view all of the provisions God made for the
redeemed in the tabernacle so that His people might be
sanctified, cleansed by His Word so they could walk by faith
and please Him. We can rejoice in the way these “shadows”
in the tabernacle speak of the better things to come, which
were fulfilled in Christ.

Then, we can consider how God gives us the privilege of
bearing witness to His marvelous, saving grace, even as the
lampstand in the tabernacle was to give light and shine the
light of the true God to others.

For the Redeemer’s Benelit

All of this is wonderful—but all of these were for the benefit
of the redeemed. We have not yet fulfilled that for which
the tabernacle was designed until we understand that it was
designed to bring us into the presence of God as worshipers.
The tabernacle is teaching us that in the end, the purpose
of the whole arrangement is not what benefit it brings to the
redeemed, but what glory it brings to the Redeemer.

What the tabernacle is doing is calling us to live inside
the veil, in the holy of holies in God’s presence. Whatever
God has called you to do in your life, whether in the
marketplace, the shop, the office, the home, or wherever
it might be, you can accomplish your calling and [ulfill
your responsibilities from within the veil as you give praise,
honor, and glory to Him. Whatever God asks you to do is
done better from within the veil.
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In John 15, Jesus called us to abide in Him. That’s
what worship within the veil is all about. Move away from
those truths that are for your benefit alone. Move into His
presence to live within the veil. There is an old hymn that
our founder, Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, loved to quote. I can
still hear his voice saying, “So near, so very near to God,
nearer I could not be. For in the person of His Son, I am as
near as He. So dear, so very dear to God. Dearer I could
not be. For the love of which He loved llis Son, such is His
love for me.”

atever God has called you to do,
you can QQQOSB\N.MNN your QQ\\Q.SQ \3§
within the veil as you give praise, \833\

and Q\QQ to Him.

Meditate on the altar with its propitiatory sacrifice, and
give thanks for it. Look at the basin and give thanks for the
cleansing that the sacrifice provides. Enjoy the benefits of
meditation on God’s Word. Rejoice that you have been set
aside to be a witness to His grace.

But please don’t stop there. Move on within the veil to
offer worship, praise, adoration, and thanksgiving to the
One who has provided so richly for you. May we not just
occasionally go within the veil, but dwell there. Then every
moment of our lives will be an act of worship, and every
action will be worship to the One alone who is worthy.

Consider this: We will spend eternity in the glorious
presence of the Throne Sitter serving as believer priests
at the altar of incense to offer worship, praise, and
thanksgiving to the One who is worthy. What better way to
prepare for that privilege than to live within the veil today
to offer our incense to Him for His glory.

8 Worshiping: edeemer
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A Lifetime of Passion for the

Knowledge and the Glory of God
by Dr. Mark L. Bailey

...... " B

couldn't help but marvel at the announcement that Dr. J. Dwight Pentecost
has just released a new bock, which we are offering to our Veritas readers
in this issue.

Here's a 95-year-old scholar, beloved teacher, and dear saint of God who
could easily rest on a lifetime’s worth of laurels. But this amazing man we
affectionately call Dr. P is still learning and writing and growing in the grace and
knowledge of Christ.

All of us at Dallas Seminary deeply appreciate Dr. P.’s heart for God, his
love for students, and his love of the ministry. He spoke at a chapel service
on the subject of the tabernacle and what it teaches us today about how to
worship our Redeemer, and | am thrilled to bring you his message in Veritas.
It is a classic subject by a man of God whose heart beats with the things that

matter most to his Lord.
When | think of Dr. P,, three things come to mind: a Book, a Person,

and an experience. The Book is God's Word, which Dr. P. has spent a
lifetime studying and living out. The Person is Jesus Christ, whom Dr. P. has
also spent a lifetime teaching about. His Life of Christ course here at the
Seminary is legendary. The experience is the Christian life, the life of the
Spirit, which has been the dominant focus of his life.

One of the great joys for me in providing Dallas Seminary students

" with Bible-centered training is the privilege it affords them to sit under the

teaching and influence of godly instructors and mentors like Dr. Pentecost.

| am also delighted for the opportunity to share his biblical wisdom with
you by means of this publication and the book we are offering. Both come to
you with my very heartfeit appreciation for your support of Dallas Seminary. It
is our desire to help you grow in Christ as you share with us from your heart.
We continue to thank God for you daily!

Y A AN

Dr. Mark L. Bailey, Presiden.
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"MY BLOOD OF THE NEW COVENANT"

Hugo McCord

A cup of "the fruit of the vine" Jesus called "my blood of the new covenant" (Matthew 26:28-
29). Some Greek manuscripts omit the word "new," but that Jesus spoke of "the new covenant"
is in all the manuscripts of Luke 22:20 and 1 Corinthians 11:25.

A‘ggxen@ntﬁisﬁaﬁh;nding_agreemﬁugmgimgwg“pggpLQLWA&mixechdgd in the Bible" (Webster) a

"Covenant is "the promises of God to man, usually carrying with them conditions to be
fulfilled by man." The covenant God made with Noah and "all flesh that is upon the earth"
that there would never be another universal flood had no conditions to be fulfilled by man
(Genesis 9:8-17).

But the covenant between God and Israel at Mt. Sinai had many conditions to be fulfilled by
the Israelites (Exodus 19:5). The ten commandments, "written by the finger of God on both
sides" of "two tables of stone," were the foundation of "the book of the covenant" (Exodus
24:7, 12; 31:18; 32:15; 34:1).

When Moses_sprinkled theblood-of oxen on_the people he said that it was "the blood of the
covenant) (Exodus 24:8). As the "first" and "old" covenant was dedicated by animal blood
(Exodus 24:8; 2 Corinthians 3:14; Hebrews 9:15, 20; 10:29), so in contrast Jesus spoke of "my
blood of the new covenant" (Matthew 26:28).

A _beautiful curtain,.a.veil (paroketh), of blue and purple and scarlet and fine twined linen,
separated the compartment called "the Holy of Holies" in the tabernacle from the "Holy Place"
(Exodus 25:8-9; 26:31, 33; Hebrews 9:1-3). To turn the veil aside and to enter the "Holy of
Holies" meant death (Leviticus 16:2), except for the high priest "once a year, not without

blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins" of the people (Hebrews 9:7).

The blood of a bull and. of.a.goat, which the high priest brought into the Holy of Hollies,
was called "the blood of the covenant" (Exodus 24:8; Leviticus 16:11-19). Figuratively Christ
entered "the Holy of Holies, not with animal blood, but with "his own blood," calling it "my
blood of the new covenant" (Matthew 26:28; Hebrews 9:12) .

’ .
té&e "way into the Holy of Holies" (representing heaven) "had not yet been revealed while the"
,71£}/ “earthly Holy of Holies was "yet standing" (Hebrews 9:8). But when Jesus' blood had been

"poured out," the God of heaven saw to it, by an earthquake, that the earthly Holy of Holies
had lost its meaning (Matthew 26:28).
1;7‘On crucifixion-day,-at-three o'clock in the afte;goqumaﬁtﬁrMJeSuswhaddﬂpouredkout his.life"
p (Igaiah 53:12), God's timed earthquake not only broke "rocks" and opened "tombs," but
qY&" qgggg;g;l¥_ghe“vefT“Tﬁ“fHEﬂﬁmmﬂz~was—Eefn—in@e—&wo pieces "from the top to the bottom!
6 5\ (Matthew 27:45, 51; Mark 15:38). If directly the earthquake did not split the curtain, God
Lk “did so miraculousl Jesus died. - T

The tearing of the veil meant that no longer was animal blood to be offered, and it meant

The earthly Holy of Holies had

that the.earthly Holy of Holies was forever more meaningless.

been made with human hands, ! " _and
;Eﬁernalgin heaven" (2 Corinthians 5:1; Hebrews 9:11)
As Jesus died, he figuratively nailed the "first covenant," the "old covenant," "to the

cross" (2 Corinthians 3:14; Colossians 2:14; Hebrews 9:15). Likewise figuratively, Jesus tore
away "the veil" by the blood of "his flesh" (Hebrews 10:20), giving world-wide access to the
heavenly Holy of Holies. In this way Jesus '"became a high priest after the order of
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Melchizedek" (Hebrews 6:20), "not after the order of Aaron" (Hebrews 7:11). Also God swore to
him, saying, "You are a priest forever," and in "this way, Jesus became the guarantee of a
better covenant" (Hebrews 7:21-22).

The original tabernacle, a tent, in the days of Moses, housed the veil, which was the door,
so to speak, into the Holy of Holies. In Jesus' day, the original tabernacle had been
replaced, first by Solomon's magnificent temple, then by Zerubbabel's, and then redecorated
by Herod (1 Kings 6-8; Ezra 6:15; John 2:20), all containing the veil as the entrance into
the Holy of Holies.

As long as the "old covenant" (2 Corinthians 3:14) was still "standing" (Hebrews 9:8) as
God's law for Israel, the veil blocked the way into the Holy of Holies. But God's splitting
the veil signified the end of the "old covenant,” and Jesus, as stated above, nailed it to
the cross.

Thayer's lexicon, after saying that the Holy of Holies is "used of heaven," says that "in a
similar way the body of Christ is called katapetasma," a veil (Hebrews 10:20), "because as
the veil had to be removed in order that the high priest might enter the most holy part of
the temple, so the body of Christ had to be removed by his death on the cross that an
entrance might be opened into the fellowship of God in heaven" (P. 335) .

This divinely ordered procedure is in the hearts of Christians as they drink what Jesus
called "my blood of the new covenant," that is, "the fruit of the vine" in the Lord's Supper
(Matthew 26:28-29).

Christians rejoice in "the hope that is placed before" them "as an anchor of the soul, both
safe and reliable," the hope of going "where Jesus, our forerunner," has already gone,
"having become a high priest after the order of Melchizedek" (Hebrews 6:19-20).
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EPISTLE TO
THE HEBREWS

~ Part 8 ™
I —

by Jim McDonald

“Where a Testament Is”

“And for this cause he is the mediator of a
new covenant that a death having taken place
for the transgressions that were under the
first covenant, they that have been called may
receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.
For where a testament is, there must of neces-
sity be the death of him that made it. For a tes-
tament is of force where there hath been death:
for it doth never avail while he that made it
liveth.” (Hb.9:15-17).

There are many passages in the Hebrew letter which
produced problems for translators and this is one of
them. In this chapter the words “covenant” and “testa-
ment” frequently occur. “Covenant” appears five times
in the English text (vs. 4, 15, 20); and was supplied in
two other verses, I, 18. “Testament” appears in two
instances in the English translation (verses 16, 17). yet
both these words are translations of the same Greek
word “diatheke”. The translators of the ASV translate
the word “diatheke” covenant in many other passages
(7:22, 8:6, 7, 9, 10, 10:6) to name a few. However the
translators digressed from their usual rendering of
“diatheke” as “covenant” to make it “testament” in the
two verses cited above. Why did they differ in this pas-
sage? Why did they not uniformly translate “diatheke”
as “covenant” as they did in the vast majority of other
places where the word is found? Why do other trans-
lations frequently do the same? Obviously there was
a reason for the translation and that lay in what they
understood the text to say. It was the translators’ firm
conviction that in these two exceptions “testament”
conveyed a truer meaning of what the Hebrew writer
meant; that “covenant” did not give as exact a thought
as “testament”. The integrity of the translators is shown
"n that they supply a footnote acknowledging that both
words came from the word “diatheke”.

The reason why the ASV translators chose the word
“testament” in these two verses is seen in that which
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the Holy Spirit was revealing: a death had taken place
granting unto the heirs of that testament certain ben-
efits, certain blessing. “Covenant” does not convey to
the English mind the same thought that “testament”
does.

A death heas taken place for transgressions which
were under the first covenant. This tells that whatever
promises and assurances of forgiveness those under the
first covenant had; actual forgiveness did not occur until
Jesus died on the cross. Two things contribute to this
conclusion: there must be blood shed for remission of
sins and the blood of bulls and goats cannot remove sins
(Hb.9:22; 10:4). There was not remission of sins until
Jesus died on the cross. This is the significance of verse
16: “For where a testament is, there must of necessity
be the death of him that made it. For a testament is of
force where there hath been death. It doth never avail
while he that made it liveth”.

But, how can we explain why different ones under
the first law were told they were forgiven, if their sins
actually were not forgiven? There is no more difficulty
understanding this than in understanding God’s prom-
ise to Abraham: “A father of a multitude have I made
thee” (Gen. 15:5). This promise was not realized until
Abraham had been dead nearly 500 years. Yet, God said
“/ have made you (past tense) a father of multitudes”.
In the same place God told Abraham “/ have given to
you this land” (Gen. 15:5)

Yet, the land of Canaan did not actually become the
possession of Abraham’s seed until Israel entered and
conquered the land 400 years afterwards. Just remem-
ber that God may “call the things that are not as though
they were” (Rm. 4: 17). God, because of his Sovereign
Power, may speak of things as having already been done
because, in his infinite wisdom, he knows they will be
done. Abraham was the father of multitudes in prom-
ise, the realization of which took place 400 years later.
Abraham was the possessor of Canaan in promise; the
realization of which promise can when Israel entered
Canaan 400 years later.

Those under the first covenant were given forgive-
ness in promise, the realization of which came when
Jesus died on the cross.

“It Was Necessary, Therefore . ..”
“that the copies of the things in the heavens
should be cleansed with these; but the heavenly
things themselves with better sacrifices than

these” (Hb.9:23).

The writer has shown that a death has taken place for
the transgressions which were under the first covenant;
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that even that first covenant had itself been dedicated
by blood, (9: 18), concluding with the thought that “]
may almost say, all things are cleansed by blood, and

art from the shedding of blood there is no remis-
swon.” (Heb. 9:22).

Since, therefore that the whole system of the law;
the tabernacle, the priesthood, the sacrifices, the cov-
enant, “typified” that which was later to come, it was
necessary that there be blood to “cleanse” or sanctify
that first covenant. Thus he writes “For when every
commandment had been spoken by Moses unto all
the people according to the law, he took scarlet wool
and .hyssop and sprinkled both the book itself and the
people, saying This is the blood of the covenant which
God commanded to youward” (Heb. 9:19f, Ex. 24:8).

But, as the writer repeatedly has shown, since these
things were only a shadow or copy of that which was
to come, the blood used to cleanse these copies was
ineffectual. While all things are cleansed by blood and
apart from the shedding of it, there is no remission; the
blood of bulls and goats cannot itself remove sins (Heb.
10:4). It was necessary that better sacrifices be made
to cleanse the heavenly things of which the tabernacle,
with the priesthood and sacrifices, were copies of. “For
Christ entered not into a holy place made with hands,
like in pattern to the true, but into heaven itself, now

appear before the face of God for us; nor yet that he
snould offer himself often, as the high priest entereth
into the Holy Place year by year with blood not his
own,’ else must he often have suffered since the founda-
tion of the world,” but now at the end of the ages hath
he been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of
himself’ (Heb. 9;24-26).

The necessity of better sacrifices than those under
the law was mandatory. If the heavenly things of which
the tabernacle, et al were copies of could do no more
than that its copies, what was the purpose of making
that sacrifice? IF the blood of animals could accomplish
as much in cleansing and forgiveness as the blood of
Christ, why should he die? The justification for the offer-
ing of Jesus is based upon the thought that such a sac-
rifice was necessary, that there was eternal benefit from
that sacrifice, not found in the sacrifices made which
preceded his. The constant sacrifices offered under the
law would mean Christ must die often, if this eternal
quality of forgiveness was not found in his blood.

“And inasmuch as it is appointed unto man once
to die, and after this cometh judgment, so Christ also,
having been once offered to bear the sins of many,

Yall appear a second time, apart form sins, to them
chat wait for him unto salvation” (Heb. 9:27t). This
statement, so often cited as proof of judgment coming
after death; actually is made to establish the writer’s

18 (214)

point of the necessity for a better sacrifice. Men do not
die multiply times before judgment; Christ does not die
many times to accomplish man’s cleansing! His next

appearance will not be to accomplish cleansing for men!

His next appearance will be to gather to himself those
cleansed by his one sacrifice, offered one for all.

“A Body Didst Thou Prepare For Me .. .”

“Wherefore when he cometh into the world
he saith; sacrifices and offerings thou would
est not, but a body didst thou prepare for me,
in whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin
thou hadst no pleasure: then said I, Lo I am
come (in the roll of the book it is written of me)
to do thy will, o God. Saying above, Sacrifices
and offering and whole burnt offerings and
sacrifices for sin thou wouldest not, neither
hadst pleasure therein (the which are offered
according to the law), then hath he said, Lo,
I am come to do thy will. He taketh away the
first, that he may establish the second. By
which will we have been sanctified through the
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all”
(Hb. 10:5-10).

Our writer has shown the necessity of animal sac-
rifices under the first covenant since they typified the
Grand Sacrifice which was to come. but, while the sac-
rifices were necessary to picture the Coming Sacrifice,
they were ineffectual so far as cleansing was concerned.
The writer earlier observed that although the law was
a shadow of the good things to come, it could “never
with the same sacrifices year by year, which they of-
fer continually, make perfect them that draw nigh”
(10:1). This truth is shown in that if they could make
the worshipper perfect they would have ceased to be
have been offered because if the worshipper had been
truly cleansed, he would have had no more conscious-
ness of sins (10;2). To the contrary of this he remarks
“But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance of sins
year by year” (10:3). The reason is apparent: “For it
is impossible that the blood of bulls and goats should
take away sins” (10:4)

The writer’s citation of Psalms 40:6-8 “Sacrifices and
offerings thou wouldest not, but a body didst thou pre-
pare for me”(10:5) is one of those passages which show
the preexistent nature of Jesus. The passage presents the
Son as saying to the Father “a body didst thou prepare
for me.” Other passages do show more emphatically the
eternal coexistence of the Son with the Father (John 1:1-5
and Philippians 2:5-11 for instance): but this passage also
show that he existed before his earthly sojourn.
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The Psalmist declared that God had no pleasure in
whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin -- because of
their ineffectualness, of course. The purpose of God in
preparing a body for the Son was so that men might be
sanctified through the offering of that body for our sins.

Jesus came to do the will of God. Immediately he
adds: “he taketh away the first that he may establish
the second”. His “taketh away the first that he may
establish the second” must therefore have been the
will of God.

In order to comprehend what the writer had in mind
when he speaks of “first and second”, we must realize
that “first” and “second” have been mentioned already
numerous times in chapters eight through ten. To what
did they refer in earlier citations?

In chapter 8:7 he wrote: “For if that first covenant
had been faultless, then would no place have been
sought for a second”. Again, “In that he saith a new
covenant, he hath made the first old”. (Heb. 8:13) In
chapter nine he told that the first covenant having or-
dinances of a divine sanctuary (10:1). In 9:15 he wrote
that Christ had died so that those under the first cov-
enant could have redemption of their transgression.
Now again in 10:9 we are told “He taketh away the first
that he might establish the second”. The appearance of
the words “first” or “old” in the first four citations all
directly or indirectly describe the covenant God gave
Israel through Moses. It refers to the same thing in its
fifth appearance, as well.

By God’s will the removal of the first covenant, the
establishing of the second were both done so that we
might be sanctified. And, while many and often sacri-
fices were made under that first covenant, they could
“never take away sins”. Yet Christ, by one offering, one
sacrifice, was able to do what the multitude of sacrifices
of the first covenant were unable to do! This wondrous
grace was possible because God prepared a body for
Christ “whereby he is able to save to the uttermost those
who draw night to God through him” (Heb. 7:25). “For
by one offering he hath perfected forever: themthat are
sanctified” (10:14).

“A New and Living Way . ..”

“Having therefore, brethren, boldness to en-
ter into the holy place by the blood of Jesus, by
the way which he dedicated for us, a new and
living way, through the veil, that is to say, his

flesh,’ and having a great priest over the house

of God, let us draw near with a true heart in
Sfullness of faith, having our hearts sprinkled
from an evil conscience and having our body
washed with pure water” (Heb. 10: 19-22)
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Once more we meet a “therefore” in our study. The
appeal which follows “having...boldness to enter into
the holy place by the blood of Christ” is made in view
of an earlier statement. The statement which produced
such an appeal is, first, his citation of Jeremiah’s prom-
ise of a new covenant “and their sins and their iniquities
will I remember no more” with the following assertion
“Now where remission of these is, there is no more
offering for sin” (10:18). Since the blood of Jesus is
able to forever remove sins and iniquities--all sin; past,
present and future, there is no need that Jesus make a
further sacrifice of Himself. His Sacrifice was “once for
all”, “one time for all time” which offering opened for
us a “new and living way” by which way we are urged
to enter the holy place.

The writer’s urging that Hebrews enter “into the holy
place”, is an appeal for them to enter heaven, just as his
appeal that they give diligence to enter into his rest was
an appeal to enter heaven (4:10f). Earlier Christ has
been described as “a minister of the true tabernacle”
(8:2). It was said that Christ “entered not into a holy
place made with hands, like in pattern to the true, but
into heaven itself (9:24). While the first tabernacle
stood “the way into the holy place had not been made
manifest” (9:8). Since the holy place is heaven, we are
urged to enter it, through a new way, through the blood
of Christ. Entrance into it was not possible by the infe-
rior blood of animals.

We draw near to heaven through the Great High
Priest, God appointed for us, Jesus Christ. We draw near
with a true heart, not a feigned or impure one, in full-
ness of faith. We draw near, having our heart sprinkled
from an evil conscience. How interesting to compare the
Hebrew writer’s comments here with those Peter made
in 1 Peter 3 :21. “Which after a true likeness doth save
you, even baptism, not the putting away of the filth
of the flesh, but the interrogation (answer, KJV) of a
good conscience toward God through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ”. The Hebrew writer tells of an “evil

_conscience” being sprinkled. To what end? Obviously

jIWklpd that it might be a “good conscience’!
In chapter nine the writer said *how much more shall
th@M&M&Mf-
JWMLGWW
conscience from dead works to serve the living God?”
(9:14).

The element in which the conscience of Hebrews was
cleansed was the blood of Jesus. Earlier it was said “the
law...can, never make perfect them that draw nigh.
Else would they have not ceased to be offered.? because
the worshippers, having been once cleansed would
have had no more consciousness of sin” (10:1f). Itis the
blood of Christ in which this wondrous work of grace is
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wrought and several passages speak of the “sprinkling
of the blood of Christ” (1 Pet. 1:2, Heb. 12:24).

It is important to know when this cleansing, this

rinkling” of the blood of Jesus occurs. In Hebrews
our hearts are sprinkled from an evil conscience at the
same time our bodies are washed with pure water; an
obvious reference to water baptism. Peter concurs.
“baptism doth now save you... the answer of a good
conscience toward God”. And while we believe Paul the
author of the Hebrew letter, his words in Romans 6:3-4
add further strength to this. “Or, are ye ignorant that all
we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized
into his death? We were buried therefore with him
through baptism into death..” When one is immersed
in water, Christ “sprinkles” his blood upon his heart,
cleansing it from an evil conscience. How simple. How
plain. And yet how often disputed!

“And let us consider one another to provoke
unto love and good works...” (Heb. 10:24).

This is the third of three exhortations in this section.
The first two were directions to give attention to our-
selves: “Let us draw near with a true heart in fullness of
faith”; “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope that
it waver not”. Taking heed to oneself is a first priority.
> those disposed to remove a mote from a brother’s
eye, Jesus said “Cast out first the beam that is in thine
own eye, then thou shalt see clearly the mote out of thy
brother’s eye.” (Mt. 7:5). Paul instructed Timothy “Take
heed to thyself and to thy doctrine” (1 Tim. 4:16). When
one seeks to have a true heart and hold unswervingly to
his hope, he is therein taking heed to himself.
Still no man is an island. We interact with others
and we must be as concerned for their well , being as
for our own. “Not looking each of you to his own things,
but also to the things of others” (Phil. 2:4). The golden
rule is “All things therefore whatsoever ye would that
men should do unto you, even so do ye also unto them:
for this is the law and the prophets .” (Mt. 7: 12). And
it was the law and the prophets! The law gave specific
instructions that should one see a loose animal not his
own, even though it belong to his enemy, he was to
pen it and keep it until its owner secured it. (Ex. 23:4)
The tears of Jeremiah were for his rebellious brethren
upon whom God had unveiled to Jeremiah the sorrow
and anguish which awaited them. Paul said “] have
great sorrow and unceasing pain in my heart. For I
could wish that] myself were anathema from Christ
r my brethren’s sake, my kinsmen according to the
flesh:” (Rom.9:2f). He wrote: “Rejoice with them that
do rejoice, weep with them that weep” {Rm. 12:15).
One should expect that although we are commanded to
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watch our selves; we should likewise be commanded to
care for others. This is the root of this third exhortation
“Let us consider one another to provoke unto love and
good works”.

The word “provoke” usually carries the sense of one
who stirs up another in a an evil way. Paul commands
“and ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath...”
(Eph. 6:4). While “provoke” in Hebrews 10:24 and
Ephesians 6:1 are from two different Greek words, the
English word each of them are translated into is “pro-
voke”. Israel, by her idolatry and infidelity, provoked
the Holy One of Israel (Is. 65:3). Still, although the
thought of “stir up” is inherent in both passages, it is
used in a bad sense in one but a good sense in the other.
Peter used the word “stir up” in a good sense when he
wrote to “stir up your sincere minds by putting you in
remembrance” (2 Pet. 3:1). There are two things the
Hebrews were to stir up in others--- TO:

Love. Love what? He does not say. Certainly to love
God, for this is the great commandment. To love God’s
Law, for it is a lamp unto our feet, a light unto our path
(Ps. 119:105). To love Christ’s church, for we cannot love
Christ unless we love that which He loved and He loved
His church (Eph. 5:25). To love to praise God; to love
others and the souls of men. We can stir up others to
love by reflecting love for them. Did not John say “We
love, because he first loved us”? (1 Jn. 4:19). How can
one not be moved to love another who “doeth him good
and not evil all the days of his life”?

Good works. Good works naturally follows love.
Where good works do not follow, that love is pretended
and feigned. “We know we have passed out of death
into life, because we love the brethren. But whoso hath
this world’s goods and beholdest his brother in need,
and shuttest up his compassion from him, how doth
the love of God dwell in him? My little children, let us
not love in word, neither with the tongue, but in deed
and in truth.” (1 Jn. 4:14-18). Just as James showed
that faith without works is dead, so John shows that
love without works also is dead.

So, let us stir up one another to love and good
works. Let the word of Christ dwell so richly in us that
we become rich in good works. There is nothing more
conducive toward being rich in good works than to see
the same richness of works in others. Jesus, the Master
Teacher, said: “Even so let your light shine before men;
that they may see your good works, and glorify your

father which is in heaven” (Mt. 5: 16).

Jim McDonald
P. O. Box 155932
Lufkin, TX 75915

The Preceptor - August 2008
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Hebrews 9:1 — Ordinances of divine service “translates two Greek words — dikaionata
latreias — whick literally means regulations for worship” (Arndt and Gingrich, Greek
Lexicon, p. 468).
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. / HEBREWS CHAPTER TEN

@. Introduction: THE CHRIST OF HEBREWS TEN. This study will deal with the
content of Hebrews 10:7-18. The author of the Hebrew Letter recommends Christ
as the true High Priest; the true atoning sacrifice; and the anti-type of all the rest.
This he illustrates:.
{. FIRST, FROM THE PURPOSE AND PROMISE.OF GOD.concerning Christ
recorded in the book of God. "In the volume of the book it is written of me,"
Heb. 10:7.
a. Psalm 40 is the source of Paul’s quotation. The volume had to be the
B __Pentateuch, for in David’s time no other part of the divine revelation had been
glu,é 4 &Dwﬂzf )/ committed to writing, Psa. 40:6-8.
/& l- o - b. "The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." That is, the very heart and
O ',, ) o soul, the vital element of prophecy is Jesus Christ. He is the central figure,
6)» W27 Rev. 19:10,
g Direct references: Gen. 3:15; Gen. 12:1-3; Gen. 18:18; Gen. 22:16-18;
APy Jht Gen. 49:10. e
/ /? Indirect references: Ex. 12:5; 1 Cor. 5:7; Lev. 16:20-22; Isa. 53:6. 7. ".;L'i‘\ ﬁ‘,//u:«:-/

NY v 1 .
/ ﬂ£7 M@()”% Shadows, types, and-symboels-picture the Christ_and Christianity. B otrs /:l,yéh“/.
/ﬁ Vg kd G MWWW " Thatis, /> Thtrese™
Christ stands at the head of the volume or book. He is the chief characteL/Mfww,:z,.g?
W J”/ A’
2 QZ SECOND, FROM WHAT GOD HAS DONE in preparing a body for Christ, Hef%. o
10:5. %" | 2l frer
& This is dealing with the incarnation, Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:21-23; Jno. 1:1-4; Phhll_fi/,{’;—;z:’.ﬁ-)i«
2:5-9' (‘f/l,/u"//'

b. In Hebrews 2:14-18 the children are not flesh and blood, but partakers of flesh ;;g,‘ i
and blood. Christ also assumed our nature. To partake of bacon does not 2: Je.
make us shoats or just plain hogs, Heb. 2:14-18. "L XX
y The expression "flesh and blood" is used four times in the New Testament to
describe human nature, 1 Cor. 15:50; Gal. 1:16; Eph. 6:12; Heb. 2:14.
g? Christ is a qualified high priest, Heb. 2:16-18; Heb. 4:14-16; Heb. 9:24-28.
3. THIRD, FROM THE READINESS AND WILLINGNESS of Christ to engage in this
work when no other sacrifice would be accepted, Heb. 10:5. g
a. Christ’s sacrifice was voluntary, Heb. 10:7-9,11,12; Jno. 10:17,18. Nor is
the blood of animals equal in value to our blood.
4. FOURTH, FROM THE PURPOSE FOR WHICH CHRIST CAME, Heb. 10:7.
a. To do the will of God, Jno. 4:34; 6:38; Jno. 17:4,5. As a:
(1) PROPHET to reveal the will of God, Matt. 11:25-27; Jno. 16:7-13; 1
~ " Cor.”2:9-13; Eph. 3:1-6.
(2) KING to give forth divine laws, Matt. 28; Mk 16; Lk. 24. To fulfll and
~—Fermove that which had served its purpose, Matt. 5:17,18; Gal. 4:4,5.
Whver—us—ﬁmn—thwouumﬂ—ﬂf—ﬂﬂv Heb. 2:14-18. He took
hold of man, not angels. He came to redeem man, not to free or redeem
angels. There is no plan known for the redemption of angels.
5. FIFTH, FROM THE PERFECT EFFICACY of the priesthood of Christ, Heb.
10:10.

/ -\
@, (o bR
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The old priesthood and sacrifices were inadequate, Heb. 7:11,12,19,22,24;
Heb. 9:13,14,22,23. In "standeth” we see incompleteness, inadequacy,
insufficiency, Heb. 10:1-4,11.

b. The priesthood of Christ serves every need of man, Heb. 9:14; 10:12. In "sat

down" we se work completed and the task finished.

6. SIXTH, FROM THE PLACE TO WHICH OUR LORD IS NOW EXALTED, Heb.
10:12,13; Acts 2:29-36; Acts 10:34-37; Rom. 9:1-5; Eph. 1:20-23; Phil, 2:5-
9; Col. 3:9-11; 1 Pet. 3:21,22. Please note these nine references: Heb. 1:3,
4:14; 6:19,20; Heb. 7:26; 8:1, 9:12,22; Heb. 10:12, 12:2.

a.

Christ occupies the seat of power, interest, and activity, at the right hand of
God. We may say His is the GIVING HAND for All the favors God bestows
on his people come through Christ, Eph. 1:3; 2:18. We may say His is the
RECEIVING HAND for All duties God accepts are presented through Christ,
Eph. 2:18; Heb. 7:25. We may say His is the WORKING HAND for
Everything in the Kingdom is administered by Christ, Col. 3:17.

7. SEVENTH, FROM THE WITNESS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT as given in the
scriptures, concerning Christ, Heb. 10:15-18.

a.

The prophet Jeremiah promises: Jer. 31:31-34.
(1) A New Covenant, Heb. 8:6-13.

(2) To put the laws in their hearts.

(3) To remember their sins and iniquities no more.

8. EIGHTH, HOW CHRIST ENJOYS THIS HONOR, Heb. 10:13.

a.

b.

Here Christ is pictured as EXPECTING (waiting, looking for) till his enemies be
subdued, 1 Cor. 15:25,26; Psa. 110:1.

In Hebrews the saints are said to be looking (patiently waiting) for his second
coming which will assure them of eternal redemption, Heb. 9:28.



Hebrews 10

A. Verse 1. A man’s shadows reveals far less about him than a three-dimensional color
photograph--so that shadow of old things revealed far [ess than new covenant.

B. Verse 20. New and living way denotes the means of access to God.

1. New because:
a. Only recently in the historical sense, had it been made available.
b. It was an essential feature of the new covenant.
c. It is never subject to decay or change.

2. Living
a. ltis through the eternally living Savior that access exists, not through blood

of dead animals.

b. It leads to newness of life (Rom. 6:4).
c. lt provides a way of living that culminates in eternal life.

C. Verse 25--Pliny, a secular writer in 112 A.D. reported to Trajan the emperor that
the Christians kept their assemblies regardless of the hindrances.

D. Verse 26. -
1. "For if we sin wilfully."
2. "Willful means a self-determined; intentional; us, willful murder.
b. Governed by will without yielding to reason; obstinate; stubborn, as, a willful
man or horse" (Webster). ‘
9. "Presume means to act or proceed presumptuously or on a presumption.... To
go beyond what is right."
3. "Presumptuous means overseemingly proud, self-confident, or venturesome;
taking undue liberties; overbold."
a. lsrael presumed to go up unto the hill top"--Num. 14:44; Deut. 1:43.
b. Soul that sinneth presumptuously to die--Num. 15:30ff; Deut. 17:12,13;
Ex. 21:14.
Peter talked about presumptuous, seif-willing individuals--2 Pet. 2:10.
David prayed to be kept back from presumptuous sins (the great
transgression), Psa. 19:13.
4, "Sin wilfully."

an

/

e A Hekousios denotes voluntarily, willing..." (Vine).
S~ b. Hekousios ...voluntarily...willingly."
c. "The sin mentioned here is a total and final apostasy, when men with a full
Wﬂgﬁgﬂj&m&aﬂdﬁﬂ@uﬂwﬁm
despise and resis hal ifier-- i
Tenounce the gospel, the only way of salvation, and the words of eternal

d. “"But the meaning rather is If we are willing sinners; if we are in a state of
deliberate and voluntary to the will of God...but to the deliberate continuity
of such sins as a self-chosen law of life..." (Cambridge Bible, p. 155).

e. "It properly means willingly, voluntarily, of our own accord, and applies to







cases where no constraint is used" (Barnes).
f.  This word occurs nowhere else in the New Testament except 1 Peter 5:2
where it is rendered willingly.
:1459--eng-hat-al-’-po; from 1722 and 2641; to leave behind in some place,
i.e., (in a good sense) let remain over, or (in a bad sense), to desert--forsake,
leave" (Strong).
2641--kat-al-i-po; from 2596 and 3007; to leave down, i.e., behind by impl. to
abandon, have remaining" (Strong).
"To quit or leave entirely; to desert; to abandon; to depart from" (Webster),
Prov. 9.
a. "To abandon; to renounce; to reject,” Psa. 89; 37.
b. "To leave; to withdraw from; to fail.
Neglect
a. To omit by carelessness or design; to forebear to do, use, employ, promote.
b. To omit to receive or embrace; to slight, Heb. 2:2.

E. Verse 29--What leads to such a condition as described here? One must look at the
sins of which the Hebrews were guilty in order to really appreciate and understand
the warning here.

1.

2
3
g
5

A neglect of Christian duty, Heb. 2:1ff.
Lack of diligence to study, Heb. 5:10-6:8.
Forsaking the assembly, Heb. 10:25.
Reverting to their old religion.
hese were " i auc ;
"nice people’!--nice people who did not realize that their indifference and

memummmm
wdly_dﬂﬂgepﬁom&mh_mndual

They probably did not view what they were doing as of any serious
consequences, if the attitude of millions today can be taken as an example.
It’s quite easy to view this kind of spiritual lapse as trivial since:

a. No civil law is violated.

b. It is customary for missions.

c. Hardly viewed as sinful by the vast majority.

"The_human mind finds it hard tQﬂlggjjgy‘gwglggmr_gpectable,“,wpgoplewyyill_ﬂbe lost"
(Coffman). e b b A

F. Comments by Coffman on Hebrews 10:25-31.

1.

"Perhaps there is nothing so much needed in current America as a return to old
fashioned virtue of church attendance. Our beloved nation was founded by a
generation of church-goers...."

"Our greatest institutions are the fruits of their church going; and when any
generation shall forsake the house of prayer and worship, that generation is
dangerously near to losing those institutions inherited through the piety of others.
"As for the cliche that "mere church attendance’ is without value, we not speak

of ‘mere’ churc but |

public worship of almighty God through Christ; and as for the falsehood that men






5.

s

can worship God anywhere they are, it is refuted by the fact that they don’t.
When men do not attend worship, they do not give, nor pray, nor sing God’s
praise, nor observe the Lord’s Supper, nor study the sacred scriptures, all of
which things are related to the public worship and have practically no existence
apart from it."

"Then let men heed the commandment in this verse that they should not forsake
the assembly of the church; and the fact that some do, as was the case then, is
no permission for the faithful to follow an unfaithful example. Reasons why men
forsake the assembly are rationally explained, ardently advocated by them that
wish to defect, and established with all kinds of charges, excuses, allegations, and
insinuations against the church; but the only true reason for disobeying this basic
commandment is simply unbelief, or the carelessness and sin which lead to
unbelief."

"A ne f Christi !
WMMWM
nder consi ion; ins of reprobates, debauche
scoundrels, but the sins of "nice people’!--nice people who did not realize that.
memmwmm
WWMMM@W

" Any carelessness or preventable inattention, any conscious neglect of Christian
duty shall certainly bring upon the offender a mountainous load of blood-
guiltiness. When people who are generally supposed to be Christians live lives
that lead others to despise the truth, they stand in the same condemnation as the
Pharisees who did not enter the kingdom themselves nor allow others to do so.""
WWMW
the Lord’s table, indifference, and imbiety--these things are said to make common
‘the blood of Jesus, trample Christ under foot, and insult the Holy Spirit.... The-
‘human mind finds it hard to believe that resnectablefﬁﬂTlB‘e loste'

-
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(8) Sins are forgiven and remembered no more. " And their sins and
iniquities will | remember no more. Now where remission of these is,
there is no more offering for sin" (Heb. 10:17-18).

7. Both goats on the Day of Atonement typified Christ and the work that he did.

a.

The goat on which the Lord’s lot fell was to be a sin offering (Lev. 16:9).
(1) Its blood was to make an atonement for the altar, holy place, and the
sins of Israel (Lev. 16:14-16).
(2) This signified the phase of propitiation--the blood shed.
(3) Jesus said, "For this is my blood of the new Testament, which is shed for
many for the remission of sins" (Matt. 26:28). He was our sin offering.
Aaron was to lay his hands upon the head of the live goat, confess the sins of
Israel, "putting them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him away by
the hand of a fit man into the wilderness" (Lev. 16:21). This signified the
removal of their sins far away both from the people and out of God’s sight.
"While one goat slain was a type of the death of Christ, another must be sent
away alive to prefigure his resurrection from the dead.” Christ is alive, and
we "are saved by his life" (Rom. 5:10). He "was raised again for our
justification” (Rom. 4:25). He "hath born our griefs, and carried our
sorrows" (Isa. 53:4). He not only had to be raised from the dead, but he
had to ascend to the real holy of holies to offer his blood before the throne
of God (Heb. 9:11-14).

Conclusion

The Old Testament sacrifices occupy a tremendous position in God’s scheme of
redemption. The countless number of sacrifices was involved in the problem of the sins of
men. But, they could never take away sins. The pardon procured by them was only
relative and symbolical.

The blood of Christ reached backward to take care of all those in the Old Testament
system who died faithful to God, and it reaches forward to the end of time to COVer the

sins...
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NOT FORSAKING
THE ASSEMBLIES

THERE IS A SENSE OF URGENCY TO-
__the book of. Hebrews. Written perhaps about
a third of a century after the establishment
of the church on the day of Pentecost (Acts
2), this inspired document was a warning to
Jewish Christians. Some of these were being
seduced by Hebrew false teachers to aban-
don the Christian way, and so revert to Ju-
daism. The writer thus seeks to_inoculate

acainst this_danger. The saints were cap-
tioned against “drifting” from the truth (2:1),
LLonedag

and developing “an evil heart of unbelief in

falling awa ing God” (3:12).

They were adm 1shed to_throw fo.:bc;
“dullness ” (5:11), and hol

heir “boldness” and “patience” to

end (10:35-36).

One of the grammatical devices em-
ployed to accomplish the goal of encourage-
ment was a form known as the “hortatory

subjunctive,”_ Tit s_his
i in certain actions. Itis
generally s rendered bya “letus” phrase. There
are about thirteen of these in_the bo __lg_of
Hebrews—a cluster of three being found in
chapter 10 (cf. 22, 23, 24). Letus note_the
final one of these three.

readers to

Alnd let us consider one another tg

provoke unto love and good works;

not forsaking our own assembling
together, as the custom of some is,
but exhorting one another; and so
much the more, as ye see the day
drawing nigh (24-25).

First, these Christians were to “consid-

3
_€r_one another.

“Consider” (kamnoe_) s

the New Testament (cf. Acts 17:16; 1 Cor.
13:5), but here it connotes the idea of “spu;
ring on”

(the root denotes something
“sharp”) or “stimulating,” in a wonderfully
ositive sense.
The foregoing exhortation. is then fol-
_lLed by a participle phrase, “not forsak-
contain an enforcement of the preceding ex-

hortation” (Owen, V1.520). “Forsaking” is

a present tense form, hence a practice thatis,

As one scholar notes, “The words

band ( abirin
The original word is an intensive compound,
suggesting “to leave behind, in strairs, help-
less, in the lurch” (Thayer, 166). The term
strongly emphasizes a disregard for others
that characterizes some—those who persis-
tently neglect church meetings._ _Forsaking
the church assemblies is an egregious form
of both arrogance and selfishness. Some of|
the Jewish Christians had gotten “into the
_}Eb_rr_oiei(gusulg_t}_l_emselves from the meet-

ings” of the church (Spicg, 1.

as a result of the e fear of persecutron materi-
alistic pursuits, or downright laziness. Owen
has noted that the assemblies were of tw
sorts: regular, e.o., on the Lord’s day (Acts

20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2), and those of special o
: ( - | for ]

ercise of disci Mr. 18:20
(VL.521). Healso observes that these assem-
blies were the very life of the disciples, with-
out which they could not survive.

Finally, the author, in his- admonitionre—
gar(ﬁhé‘church attendance, “changes gears,”
as it were, to an exenlugher level urgency—

«

drawmg near.” Whart is “the day’® Jsir the

Mords day? . Almast no expositor takes thay

_position. That surely does not fic the con-

meaningful. It is a compound of awo-Greek,
Yords, kata (“down”), and noeo (“mind”).
The idea is that of putting the mind down
on something, i.e., reflecting upon it deeply
and continuously. Earlier in the book, the
verb is used of the sort of meditation we are
to entertain with reference to Christ’s work
(3:1). In 10:24, the word emphasizes the

intense and abiding reciErocal concern thar

must prevail among Christians,
When children of God have a proper.con-

51derm1onigr@n&mother they will “pro:
> each

to wor

“Provoke” normally has a negative thrust in

text., Is it “the day” of rhe Lord’s return, ises

ers, with ormrf-r force, nnmr_nnr t that the rime

of Chrrst s return is unknow

hence, one is not able to “see the day ap-
proaching.” Many conclude that since this
book was written not long before the horri-
ble destruction of Jerusalem (A.D. 70), and
_as there were “signs”_to identify the immis,
nence of that event (Mt 24), thrs may.be

at the wri T

us. the principle would be the same as the

final judgment. The deba i

therefore, are rather pointless,
/‘ Zﬂr

ggeated It is not a.once s ekt ( 2
= L

e o s ;
_would a spirirual persan want to be? W]

Is “Missing” A Service,
“Forsaking™?

here are all sorts.of extre

ence to church attendance.
_dose to suggesting that one cannot be ab-
“sent from a congreganona meeting_unless
he virtually is o Others—far
more common—allege that church worship
ave perhaps for a § i z
vice) is wholly opgiopal. The truth is some-
‘where between these-extremities: -
Surely ir will be acknowledged tharane
uld remain at home to care for the infirm.
Too, aside from the Sunday obhgatlon it
must be a thatother
set by the elders (or leaders) so asto accom-

modate the qmrmml needs of the majority,

Thls, bv 1mn|1mrmn will deprive.a minoric

Morenvm irisareality Bl e skar Aarall

.——

Frrday vocation. Some, who truly love the

2 Lord and are devoted to his cause, have to

work at other times. Shall we conclude that

when they have to mi i t
they are apostate? _That is absur
‘On the_other hand, there.are many oth-

/er who are shamelessly-flippant-about-their

obligation to meet with the saints. W. ith byt

the slightest deterrent—nbe it a sports event,

a family outing, or the I m-too-tired ratio-
L1810
nalization-—it_ma them. Th

truth is, i’s a lamrr nmhlem The Lord’s

Here is a thought. Do the elders of the
church have an oblzgtztzan to “feed the flock”
(Acts 20:28)? If so, does the flock have a
duty to yield to their persuasion, submitting
to their guidance (Heb. 13:17)? Ii‘_xh;:m_rhe_
elders atrempt. to nourish the church at ap-

pointed times, does the Christian have the
right to ﬁzvolom[y decrde wherher or not he
wrll follo i rd? Ta
argue, as some do, “Prove to me that [ have
> reveals a pitiful-

Owen, John (1980), Exposition of Hebrews
(Grand Rapids: Baker), Seven Vols.

Spicq, Ceslas (1994), Theological Lexicon of the
New Testament (Peabody, MA:
Hendrickson), Three Vols.

Thayer, J.H. (1958), Greek-English Lexicon
(Edinburgh: T.&T. Clark).
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You prepared a body for me...”

THE BOOK OF HEBREWS IS AN EPISTLE
shrouded in some degree of obscurity. No
one can prove for certain who wrote the book.
Origen (c. A.D. 185-254),a scholar of Alex-
andria, once quipped that “God only” knows
who penned the epistle (Eusebius, 6.25).
There is even some controversy as to the iden-
tity of the recipients. Some hold that it was
intended for Palestinian Jews, while others
allege it was directed to Jews of the disper-
sion (possibly those in Rome). There is even
a minority (unlikely) view that the letter was
aimed at Gentile readers.

The purpose of Hebrews seems rather
clear, however. It is an epistle of * ‘exhorta-
tion” (13:22). It warns of the danger of apos-
tasy from the Christian religion (particularly
in reverting to the Mosaic system). These
Hebrew saints were in danger of trading their
faith for disbelief (3:7-4:13). They were on
the precipice of drifting away from their re-
demptive status back to a system that had
been replaced by one that was new and bet-
ter (2:1-4; 8:7ff). They thus wege encour-
aged to go forward (5:11-6:20; 13:13), rather
than backward.

In this study, we would like to focus upon
a particular section of this marvelous book.

For the law having a shadow of the good
things to come, not the very image of the
things, can never with the same sacrifices year
by year, which they offer continually, make
perfect them that draw nigh. Else would they
not have ceased to be offered? Because the
worshippers, having been once cleansed,
would have had no more consciousness of sins.
But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance
made of sins year by year. Foritis impossible

) filfed with * ‘shadowy” images, e.

that the blood of bulls and goats should take
away sins. Wherefore when he [Christ] came
into the world, he said, “Sacrifice and offer-
ing you have not desired, but a body you did
prepare for me; in whole burnt offerings and
sacrifices for sin you had no pleasure. Then
said I, Lo, I am come (in the roll of the book
it is written of me) to do your will, O God”
(Heb. 10:1-7 ASV).

There are several important things in this
text that are worthy of expansion. Let us

study these together.

The Preparatory Function

of the Law of Moses
It is a tragedy of no small magnitude that
so many people misunderstand the nature of
the Mosaic system. They are ever seeking,
therefore, to justify their practices by an ap-
peal to the code of the Old Testament. Our
Adventist frlends cling to the law’s Sabbaths,
as holy days. Our Roman Catholic neigh-
‘bors and Mormon associates adopt the
_priestly ritualism of the Mosaic economy as
a church ordinance. And then a host of
“ denominationalists (and digressive brethren)
clutter their worship with the mechanics of
Mosaic precedent, e.g., the burning of in-
cense, and the use of mechanical instruments
of music, in worship. Such conduct reflects
a wholly misguided and carnal effort in serv-

ing God (Heb. 9: :10).
Here the sacred wrlter stresses the typical

nature of th_gewous regime. The law was

. the -

nacle/temple arrangement, which prefigured

the grander, spiritual elements of the Chris-
tian system (v. 1; cf. 9:9; Col. 2:17). One

21

scholar has calculated ¢ ins

some 310 types, embracing 2,671 verses—
representing about 40% of the OT text

(Payne, 674-6

Paul argued that the law was but a
“schoolmaster” (Grk. paidagogos, a guardian/
guide) to lead the Jews (and through them
all men) to Christ (Gal. 3:24-25). The use
of this term emphasizes the “cemporal limi-
tation” of the Mosaic law (Danker, et 4/,
748). The law of Moses has been “abolished”
(Eph. 2:15), or “taken out of the way” (Col.
2:14) by the death of Christ. Men are no
longer subject to its distinctive sanctions

(Col. 2:16-17).

The Impotent Nature
of Animal Sacrifices

Animal sacrifices served a vital role in the
preparatory plan of God for human redemp-
tion. From the blood of Abel’s offering, to
the sacrifices that were being slaughtered dur-
ing the week that Christ died, a river of blood
had saturated the Mosaic dynasty ]oscphus
1@23@5@@9&@3&@ow time
in Jerusalem. Many believe that his figure is
grossly exaggerated. One scholar has esti-
matg{—t_}lgf_he number was more like IS,QOO
(Jeremias, 82).

But why the shedding of blood? In the
previous chapter, the inspired writer declared
that “apart from the shedding of blood there
And yet
the blood of animals was not sufficient to
pay the price for sin (10:4). Why not? The

answer lies, we believe, in the appropriate s#Z-

is no remission [of sins]” (9:22).

isfaction of divine justice.
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The prophet Isaiah foretold the horrible
death of Jehovah’s suffering Servant (53:1ff),
who would be “tested” for that honorable role
(28:16). He would be tempted in all points
of human vulnerability, and yet, by his cour-
age and faithfulness, never yield (Heb. 4:15;
5:8-9; 1 Pet. 1:195 2:22). As he passed every
test, and gave his life upon the cross, Jeho-
vah saw the sacrificial scene, and was “satis-
fied” (Isa. 53:11). Or, in the words of Paul,
by means of this method of redemption, God
could remain “just,” and yet be the “Justi-
fier” of those who exercised faith in Christ
(Rom. 3:26).

From the heavenly vantage point, human
life is resident in a person’s blood (see Lev.
17:11). If it were possible, then, for some-
one to subject himself to the rigors of temp-

tation, and yet pass the test without sinning,
he, in the divine scheme of things—if he
chose to do so—would be qualified to for-
feit his own life (by the offering of his blood)
on behalf of those who choose to avail them-
selves of his generous gift. . In such a proce-
. wu dbgloxinglygtended and,
From the very nature ofthe case, sucha plan
never could have been implemented —in an
altimate sense— with mere animals. Ani-
mals have no power of moral choice in such
It took the Son of God himself to
pay the redemptive price, Does anyone imag-
_ine that the Father would have chosen to sac-

rifice his own Son ca riciously, if any alter-
nate plan had been available?

matters.

The Incarnation
of the Eternal Word

In view of the foregoing, the sacred pen-
man introduces the issue of the “incarnation”
of Christ, i.e., the fact that the divine Word,
the eternal Logos, “became flesh and dwelt
among us” (Jn. 1:1, 14). As Paul would else-
where express it, Christ was “manifest in the
flesh” (1 Tim. 3:16). In the text of Hebrews,
a two-fold affirmation is introduced: (a)
Chrlst “came into_the world” (v. 5a); and,
@MW»L@MS

Jrepared for him (v. 5¢).

The text indicates, of course, that Jesus
existed before he “came into the world.”
Earlier, the writer had referred to the “days
of his [Christ’s] flesh” (5:7), which implies
an existence prior to that. Scripture is re-
plete with similar affirmations. [Note: One
can only stand in amazement that one who
claims to be a minister of the gospel would

argue that the Second Person of the Godhead
was not eternal; rather, he allegedly was a “cre-
ated” being. And how does such a book get
published within the brotherhood of Christ
(see: Pribble, 81ff)?)

It is impossible to explore the theme of
the incarnation without some consideration
of the virgin birth of Jesus. The doctrine of
the Lord’s birth to a virgin was foretold in
the Old Testament (Isa. 7:14), and amply de-
fended in both Matthew and Luke’s Gospel
rccords In Matthew 1, _ght solid arguments

“Savior’s v1rgmalcm1_\ce£tlo_r_1 Slmllarly, Luke,

a physician (Col. 4:14), argues the case for

the virgin birth in an equally convincing fash-
ion (Lk. 1:26ff). While modernistic writers
have suggested that the “virgin birth” ac-
counts were merely hijacked from the pagan
literature of antiquity, the evidence is quite
against that view (see Jackson, 2002b).
There is no naturalistic way in which the
conception of Christ can be explained. As
one writer has observed, the birth of Christ
bears “no resemblance to any kind of natural
birth, human or animal. In some lower spe-
cies of animals, unfertilized female eggs nor-
mally develop into males or females of the
species. This is called ‘parthenogenesis’; vir-
gin birth. Through artificial stimulation eggs
from some other species, including mamma-
lian, have been induced to develop into nor-
mal animals. In mammals, however, because
of chromosomal distribution, the offspring
are always female. There simply are no par-
allels to and no natural explanations for the

virgin birth of Christ” (Cottrell, 251).

_In the formation of the Lord’s human .

body, a genetic miracle was necessary. He
received no contribution of 23 chromosomes
from a father. Thus, his full complement of
46 human chromosomes necessarily was the
result of a supernatural genetic phenomenon.
The writer of Hebrews states that God “pre-
pared” a body for his Son (10:5). The root

Greek term is katartizo, which signifies “to

set in order, to equip, to cause to function
well” (cf. Danker, et /., 526). The miracle
of Jesus” body is a baffling mystery.

The incarnation of deity was very impor-
tant f from at least three vantage points. First,
as ngted alw;cﬁ_ghmm
“teste true thu ine
justice. Second, it provided the means for a
“death” to take place for human redemption.
The writer of Hebrews had observed earlier
that Christ became a partaker of “flesh and
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blood” that “through death” he might destroy
the power of Satan (2:14). Third, by his ex-
erience in the flesh-the Lord-is-able to-fune-

tion as a merciful and faithful high priest ir.
things pertaining to God (Heb. 2:17-18).

The Divine Use of the
Septuagint Translation

At this point we must call attention to
the difference in the rendition, as it appears
in the book of Hebrews, compared to its
original form in the book of Psalms. In Psalm
40:6a the Hebrew text reads: “Sacrifice and
offering you had no delight in; my ears you
have opened....” Yet in_the NT narrative,
the text has ir: “Sacrifices and offerings you
have not desired, but a body have you pre-
pared for me...” (10:5). The OT phrase, “my.
cars you have opened,” becomes the NT ex-
pression, “a body have you prepared for me.”
Why the difference? The answer is that with
but slight modification, the NT rendering is
taken from the Septuagint, a Greek transla-
tion of the OT fashioned in Egypt in the 3rd
century before Christ (commonly referenced
as LXX). There are several lessons one may

learn from this circumstance. Note the fol-
lowing.

(1) It is interesting that even though the
book of Hebrews was written by a Jew, and
for Jews (as the internal evidence would sug-
gest), the 23 direct quotations from the OT

(representing approximately 40 N'T verses),

Why.is this.the case? Because as a result

of the conquests of Alexander the Great, the
ancient Middle East was immersed in Greek
culture, and Koine Greek was the common
tongue of New Testament society. When Paul
wrote a letter to the saints in Rome, he

penned his message in Greek, not Latin. As
one writer has noted: “For many generations
_the LXX was the ‘authorized’ version of the
Greek-speaking Jews and Christians who had

no resource to_the Hebrew...” (Soderlund,
401).

‘As flawed as the LXX was in some par-
ticulars (see Jackson, 2002a, 31-37), it was
quoted by Christ, and employed bf_the__N,I
writers, because a translation that one can
understand is better than an original text that

w ast learn
something from this principle?
(2) On occasion, the LXX translators
loosely rendered the Hebrew into Greek—
almost interpretatively in this case, hinting

that the construction of the ear was merely
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representation of the larger process of form-
ing a body. Bruce says the sense is that the
“body which was ‘fashioned’ for [Christ] by
God is given back to God as a ‘living sacri-
fice,” to be employed in obedient service to
him” (240).

(3) The New Testament writers acknowl-
edged the OT Scriptures as the word of God
(cf. Heb. 3:7), and they relied heavily on the
OT to argue their points.

But there is great variety in the manner
in which the NT penmen appealed to the

OT. Ichas been suggested that therc are sorpe

295 direct quotations from the OT that are
found in the NT. In addition, there ateap-

proximately 613 oeneral allusions. If one

combines these, it represents abour 10% of
_the bulk of the NT writings (Pache. 97).
Some NT quotations agree rather closely with
the Hebrew text of the OT. More often than
not, NT quotations agree substantially with
the LXX. Some passages differ from both
the Hebrew and the LXX texts. Does this
constitute a problem for the student who
holds to the concept that the Scriptures are
verbally inspired of God? It does not. The
Holy Spirit is the ultimate author of bozh Tes-
‘taments. The divine Spirit has every  right to
alser his own wam’s, from an OT setting to |
that of a NT cireumstance;-thus-providing
pew shades of meaning in different contexts

to which human beings would not be privy
ordinarily (see Collett, 143-144). Thus, hu-

man criticism of the process is inappropri-

dter = =

The Christ of the
Old Testament

Generally, Jesus Christ is thought of as a
New Testament character. The fact is, how-
ever, the shadow of the coming Messiah
looms large on the pages of the OT. In this
very context, the writer of Hebrews records
the Savior’s prophetic words: “Then I said,
‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God,
as it is written of me in the scroll of the book™
(10:7 ESV - emp. added).

From the “first gospel” of Genesis 3:15,
to the concluding declaration regarding John
the Baptist’s preparatory campaign (Mal. 4:5-
6), the Hebrew Scriptures are saturated with
previews of the Son of God.

Christ himself declared that he came to
“fulfil the law” (Mt. 5:17). In,p_ah[L_aLlﬁaSL,
tl’llS had reference to fulfilling the many

,,pLQpheaes pertaining to him. In another
instance, the Lord affirmed that Moses wrote

concerning him (Jn. 5:46), and that those
who searched the Scriptures could learn from
their testimony about him (5:39). Shortly
before the Savior ascended back to heaven,
he assured the disciples that the predictions
pertaining to him—in the law of Moses, the
prophets, and the psalms “must needs be ful-
filled” (Lk. 24:44). One scholar has calcu-
lated that the OT contains no fewer than 333
Messianic_prophecies (Pierson, 189). The
“Messiah’s nation (Gen. 22:18), tribe (Gen.
'QLLO)TmothchIsaJLIJQ)——El fthplac& (Mie.
Wmnlstrﬂlsajj 5f), pas-

_2’2,16ff) and trlumphgntLegg[[gc__uon (__sa
16:10)—not to mention scores of additional

details—are insurmountable obstacles to in-
fidelity. These facts may be ridiculed by the
simple, but they have 7ever been answered!

Those of the apostolic age who rejected
Jesus of Nazareth as the promised “seed” of
woman who was destined to “crush” Satan’s
head (as well as their modern counterparts),
could not see the obvious—due to the veil
of prejudice that shrouded their hearts (2 Cor.
3:14ff).

Jesus Christ—
Model of Obedience
As noted eatlier, the Hebrew version of
Psalm 40 described the Lord in the follow-
ing way: “My ears you have opened” (v. 6b).
And then the Psalmist adds this phrase
(which is not quoted by the writer of He-
brews): “I delight to do your will, O my God;
Yes, your law is within my heart” (v. 8).
Concerning the “ears” expression, this

M@_&pﬁmﬂﬂm&hﬂmaﬂd—

vah's suffering Servant (the Messiah):
‘...he wakens my ear to hear” (50:4).—Itis
mterestmg that the hearing ear becomes the
surrendered body (two verses later). “I gave
my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to
them that plucked off the hair. T hid not my
face from shame and spitting” (v. 6).

From his earliest years, Jesus gave every
evidence of being supremely happy in doing
his Father’s will. At the tender age of twelve,
his respectful question to his parents speaks
“Did you not know that [ must be
about the things [“affairs” - McCord] of my
father?” (Lk. 2:49). Worthy of notation also
is that term “must,”

volumes.

which reflects an in-
tensely compelling desire to serve his Father
(cf. Lk. 4:43; 9:22; 13:33; 17:25, etc.).
There are numerous examples that dem-
onstrate the attitude that saturated the Lord’s

23

heart with reference to doing Heaven’s will.
When the disciples implored the Savior to
eat food, he reminded them that his “food”
was doing the will of God (Jn. 4:34). He
fiercely affirmed: “I seek not my own will,
but the will of him who sent me” (Jn. 5:30;
cf. 6:38; 7:28).

In the presence of his most hostile foes,
Christ could truthfully say: “And he that sent
me is with me; he has not left me alone; for I
always do the things thatare pleasing to him”
(Jn. 8:29; emp. WJ). And when challenged,
he confronted his foes head on: “Which of
you can convict me of sin?” (v. 46).

And though he was in deep agony as he
contemplated the horror of the cross (i.e.,
bearing the penalty for all human sin — Mt.
26:37-38; Mk. 14:34; Lk. 22:44), nonethe-
less he dutifully sighed, “not as I will, but as
you will” (Mt. 26:39, etc.). To the very end,
his sentiment was: “Father, what is your will?
It is that in which my soul delights.”

May the day hasten in all our lives that
we learn to obey our Creator—not out of
fear of being lost—but out of the delightful

passion to serve him. W/
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The Bookshelf

THE WYCLIFFE REFERENCE LIBRARY

The Wycliffe Reference Library is a set of four outstanding books
that should be a part of every serious Bible student’s library. These
works cover a wide range of biblical and historical information.

(1) The Wycliffe Bible Dictionary - This book of 1,851 pages
examines the people, places, and objects of the Scriptures. It contains
more than 900 photos, charts, etc. Retail - $34.95.

(2) The Wycliffe Dictionary of Biblical Archaeology - Contains
more than 380 articles on different aspects of Bible archaeology. It
brings to light many ancient customs and provides evidence of the
amazing accuracy of the Bible. Retail - $29.95.

(3) The Wycliffe Dictionary of Christian Ethics - This is a valu-
able reference work dealing with a wide variety of ethical issues, e.g.,
abortion, gambling, homosexuality, drugs, temptation, etc. More than
700 contemporary issues are discussed. Retail - $29.95.

(4) Wycliffe Dictionary of Theology - This volume contains dis-
cussions, in over 850 articles, on theological words, doctrines, etc. It
includes essays by such scholars as Gleason Archer, Edward J. Young,
EE Bruce, etc. This is a valuable reference work—in spite of some
denominational bias. Retail - $29.95.

This set of four study tools would cost a total of $125.00, if pur-
chased at the retail price. We are offering this collection for $80 (add
$6.00 S/H; California residents add 7.75% tax). FALL SPECIAL - If
you order by November 15, we will pay the shipping!

Looking For Gift Ideas?

Our books, The Acts of the Apostles from Jerusalem to Rome
and Notes From the Margin of My Bible retail for $19.95 each. If
you order by November 15, you can have either or both of these vol-
umes for only $10 each. (Shipping $3.00; California residents add

7.75% tax.) Hurry, this is a limited offer. Credit cards accepted.
Phone (209) 472-2475.

Biblical Words & Theological Terms

Made Easy

by Wayne Jackson

The first printing of this book will soon be gone. It has become a very
useful tool for Bible students around the world. Great for new con-
verts, Bible class teachers, or as a gift for that special religious friend.
In hardback ($14.95) or paperback ($8.95). Shipping $3.00; Cali-

fornia residents add 7.75% tax. Order by November 15 and receive
free shipping.

Notes from the Margin of My Bible

In the 4th century A.D., Arius of Alexandria, who identified him-
self with Christianity, created a furor. In reacting against the false
doctrine which holds that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are but
three manifestations of the same person, he rebounded to another ex-
treme, and taught that “the Father existed before the Son. There was a
time when the Son did not exist. Therefore the Son was created by the
Father.”
heretical idea. In response, we briefly note the following.

(1) The covenant name for God in the Old Testament was Yahweh
(“Jehovah” ASV). This was the great I AM who appeared to Moses
(Ex. 3:14). The expression most likely is derived from the Hebrew
term hayah, “to be,” thus signifying “the Existent One” or “the Eternal
One.” Make a note to this effect in your margin at Exodus 3:14. Fur-
ther, note that Christ is prophetically identified with the “Jehovah”
(LORD KJV) essence as well. He is the “Jehovah Redeemer” of Isaiah
44:6 (cf. Rev. 1:17), and the “Jehovah” for whom John the Baptizer
would prepare the way (Isa. 40:3; cf. Mt. 3:3). Thus, reference these
passages in connection with Exodus 3:14. If Christ is eternal, he could
not have been created by the Father.

(2) John's Gospel begins with a reference to the personal Word (Jn.
1:1), who ultimately became flesh and dwelt among men (1:14). Re—
garding this Person who is called the “Word,” John says that he “was”
mthe beginning,.that he “was” with God [the Father], and that he

“was” God (i.e., he possessed the nature « of delty) (1:1). Cross refer-
ence 1:1 with 1:14. The trlple use of ‘was” (Grk. en - the 1mperfect

tense form of eimi, “to be”) suggestswwo
origin” for the Word (A.T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Tes-

Recently, a few within the church have begun to parrot this

tament, Vol. V, p. 3). Mark these three verbs, and in your margin
write: Timeless existence; no origin for Christ.

(3) In a debate with the Jews, Jesus said: “Before Abraham was
born (genesthai - “came into existence”), [ am (ego eimi - always being)”
(Jn. 8:58). The eternal nature of Christ thus is set in dramatic contrast
to Abraham’s temporal existence. Make notes on the different tenses

of these verbs. WJ

EDITOR’S NOTE

With this issue of the Courier you will note a slightly different
format on the back page. We have changed our mailing status in order
to save some money. Considerable expense is involved in our work of
teaching the Gospel, by means of this printed journal, and that of our
web site. We are extremely grateful for generous brothers and sisters
who help us bear this burden (Gal. 6:2). If you know of other persons
or congregations who might assist us on a regular basis, please recom-
mend us to them. We are available to answer your questions at any
time.
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HEBREWS 11

Hebrews 11 is the great faith chapter. It is designed to show the sustaining
power of faith.
Faith and its different uses.

1. Faith to Paul was the act of personal commitment and trust in Christ
(Rom. 3:27-28; 5:1; Gal. 2:16).

2, To the writer of Hebrews, faith is essentially trust or confidence in God.
a. In Hebrews God is the prime object of faith.

b. Christ is the “pioneer and perfector” (12:2f).

3. Faith in chapter 11 then is primarily faith in God, primarily faith in all his
declarations. ' :
a. Whether past (v. 3).
b. Future (vwv. 7, 8, 10, 13, etc.). :

4. “Faith is the opposite of falling back, it is the staying power, it is the
courageous spirit that enables a man to choose hardship and duty over
ease and comfort” (Lightfoot, p. 204).

The writer stresses three characteristics particularly in the lives of the men of

faith: A

g Their unfaltering faith in God.

2. Their vision of the invisible.

L Their power to press on in hope.

V. 1 — Faith is the substance of things hoped for—*faith is the title-deed of things

hoped for.” (cf. Rom. 8:23; 2 Cor. 1:22; 5:5; Eph. 1:14).

it By faith we walk (2 Cor. 5:7). .

2. Faith comes by hearing God’s word (Rom. 10:17).

2 Phillip: “It (faith) means being certain of things we cannot see.”

Hebrews 1:1 — “Now faith is the substance (hupostasis). of things hoped for”

(KJV; “assurance” (AS); “assurance (Williams); “assurance” (Goodspeed);

“confidence” (Living Oracles). :

1. “This is a compound word, from hupo-under, and histemi—I stand; and
literally or primarily means standing ynder, and underprop, a support, a
basis, ground, or foundation. . .this"s the first or etymological meaning of a
word.” Although the etymological meaning of a word is not necessarily, in
every case, its true meaning, the etymological meaning is to be held
unless circumstances demand another meaning.

2. The word “hupostasis” appears 5 times in the Greek New Testament.
a. 2 Corinthians 9:4.
b. 2 Corinthians 11:17.
G. ebrews 1:3.
d. Hebrews 3:14.
e. Hebrews 11:1.

3. Lard renders the verse “Now faith is the ground of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not seen.” '

Examples of faith in those of bygone days.

7 Abel—11:4; Gen. 4:1-5.

L2 Enoch—11:5-6; Gen. 5:22-24.W '

- Noah—11:7; Gen. 6-11.

. ; ¢ - Iy} '5, ;7-_5;
éf Abraham—11:8-19; Gen. 12-15; 22:1ff. Mo, 15, é/ At 772
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The promised inheritance.
With regard to the seed.

®oo0oTw

dead in a figure.
Abraham obeyed God:
(1)

—H

His descendants’ faith in the inheritance.
With regard to offering Isaac.
Abraham virtually sacrificed his son and saw him raised from the

When he did not know where (11:8-10).

(2)  When he did not know how (11:11-12).
(3)  When he did not know when (11:13-16).
(4)  When he did not know why (11:17-19).
5. Sara-11:11; Gen. 21:1-3.
6. Isaac 11:20; Gen. 27; Gal. 4.
a. Isaac as seen in Galatians 4:24-31.
MOTHERS The Husband The Old Covenant V. 24
VS. VS.
The Freewoman The New Covenant V. 26,31
SONS Ishmael Jews under the Old
VS. VS.
Isaac Christians under the New
BIRTHS Ishmael: By nature Natural Birth of Subjects of Old v. 29
VS. VS.
Isaac: Through Spiritual Birth of Subjects of New | v. 28
Promise
DISPOSITIONS | Ishmael: A Persecutor | Jewish Persecutions
VS. VS. v. 29
I[saac’s Endurance Christian Endurance
STATES Ishmael: Domestic Legal Bondage of the Jews
Bondage VS. v. 25
Vs. Spiritual Liberty of Christians
Isaac: Domestic
Freedom
RESULTS Ishmael Cast Out Rejection of the Jews v. 30
VS. VS.
Isaac Made Heir Acceptance of Christians v. 30

points.

Abraham saw the Lord in the mount (Gen. 22:14; John 8:56-58).
How? Evidently in Isaac in a number of interesting and essential

8 Isaac and Jesus both children of promise before their birth.

a. Isaac, Gen. 18:10,14; Gal. 4:28; Gen. 17:15-19.

b. Christ, Gen. 3:15, 12:3, 18:18; Gen. 48:10; Isa. 7:14.
2, Both were born supernaturally or by a miracle.

a. Isaac, Sarah’s only son, Gen. 17:17; Rom. 4:17-20.




b. Christ, God never visited another virgin, Isa. 7:14;
Matt. 1:21-23; Lk. 1:34.

3. They were the only offspring of the same parentage.
a. Isaac, Sarah’s only son.
) b. Christ, God never visited another virgin.
“ 4. They were the only heirs of the inheritance.
@7% a. Isaac. Son of a bond-woman, not heir with other son,
49 1( Gal. 4:30.
@ % b. Christ. “Whom he hath appointed heir of all things,”
YU 4~ Heb.1:1-4.
‘j.}’ 1 N B Both were doomed to die in the prime of life—neither on his
] own account.
a. Isaac. Proof of his father’s faith in God and his faith in
Him.
b. Christ. Proof of God'’s faithfulness and love for us.
6. Each carried the wood of his own offering and submitted
without the least resistance.
a. Isaac, Gen. 22:6.
b. Christ, Jno. 19:17.
7. Both were raised from the dead.
a. Isaac raised from the dead in a figure, Heb. 11:19.

b. Christ raised from the dead IN FACT, | Cor. 15:1-4;
Rom. 6:9; Heb. 7:16; Rev. 1:18.
8. It's remarkable that both rose on the third day.

a. Isaac, Gen. 22:4.
b. Christ, Lk. 24:1,13,21,45,46.
9. After being raised from the dead, each returned to his

father’s house.
a. Isaac, Gen. 22:19.
b. Christ, Jno. 17:4,5; Acts 1:9-11; Psa. 24:7-10; | Pet.
1:18-21.

7. Jacob — 11:21—Gen. 48-49.

8. Joseph —11:22; Gen. 50:24-26.

9. Amram and Jockebed, parents of Moses — 11:23; Exodus 1-2.

10.  Moses — 11:23-29; Exod. 2:1ff; 10:29; 12:1.

ZJ/ 5, 8. With regard to the fortunes of his race.
b. With regard to the present and protection of God.

>y /7 c.  Withregard to the Passover.

11.  Israel—11:29; Exod. 13-14.
a. With regard to the passage of the Red Sea.
b. With regard to the fall of the walls of Jericho (11'30 Josh. 6).

12.  Rahab—11:31; Josh. 2. 4%/[@,% W ¢ A ;3() R 1.

13.  Gideon—11:32; Judges 6-7.
\ 14.  Barak—11:32; Judges 4:1ff. = M"" M

y 2
15.  Samson—11:32; Judges 14-15; /4123 .7/ a% ?44 il
16.  Jephthae—11:32; Judges 11-12. JZ?«M Gre 5 Z:j‘;"
17.  David—11:32; 2 Sam. R A
18.  Samuel—11:32; | Sam. 1-8. /‘%"“”'
Superior advantages and privileges of the Christian since Christ has actually
come.
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All the O.T. saw him only in promise (Acts 3:22-26).
Now prophecy has become history to us.

As we have come to enjoy the reality of things promised, we should be
stronger than they (Heb. 11:39-40).
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INTRODUCTION TO CHAPTER 11
Paul wrote the great chapter on faith because they needed it.
At the end of chapter 10 two lines stand out.

a.  “You have need of endurance. . .(v. 36).
b. We are. . .of those who have faith (faithfulness) (v. 39).

Chapter 12 begin with “Let us run with patience (endurance, perseverance) the
race that is set before us.

Faith and endurance these are the key ideas that brackets chapter 11.
Faith endures — in the midst of everything journeys on.

This chapter is not so much defining faith, but to show what faith does. How does
faith act when God speaks? What does it mean to live by faith?

First, faith lives in confidence of the future (1:1; 10:22-23). It always looks forward
(v. 10, 13, 14, 16, 20-22, 33, 35).

Second, faith is proof of the invisible. It is the conviction (proof) of things unseen.
It can more courageously into the future because it sees him who is invisible
(v. 27).

Living by faith, the men of old received divine approval (v. 2).



The Faith of Abraham
Hebrews 11:8-19

I. He Went
A. Hebrews 11:8
1.Call
2.0beyed

3.Went Out not Knowing
B. Hebrews 11:9
1.Dwelt
2.Resident Alien
3.Family Joined Him
a. Genesis 18:19
C. Hebrews 11:11
1.Judged God Faithful
2.Received a Child
3.Hebrews 11:12 (Rewarded)
II. He Looked
A. Hebrews 11:16
1.For a Better Country (Heavenly)
2.Prepared by God (Hebrews 11:10)
3.God is Not Ashamed
B. Hebrews 11:14,15
1.Seek a Homeland (make it clear)
2.Could have returned
C. Hebrews 11:13
1.Died in Faith
2.Not Receiving Promises
3.Saw & Welcomed
4.Strangers & Pilgrims
a. Foreigner
b. One who crosses a field
I1I. He Trusted
A. Hebrews 11:17,18
1.Offered when Tested
2.Son of Promise
3.0nly One of His Kind
B. Hebrews 11:19
1.Believed God Could Raise
2.God Did in a Figure
a. Isaac in Abe’s mind
b. Jesus



Walking With God
Hebrews 11:5

1. Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah.

a. The writer may not have meant to explicitly state it, but it is so true that “often
the first real turning of a man’s heart to God comes as the result of some
deep experience that awakens in him new emotions.” (The Interpreter's
Bible, Vol. 1, p. 530).

(1) A death of a loved one.
(2) Near death of the one changed.
(3) The birth of a child.

b. Enoch shines like a star above the men mentioned in this chapter. What
men accomplish often perish with their bodies. What they achieve have to
do with material things.

(1) Some may make and dwell in their tents (Gen. 4.19-20).

(2) Some may make and play their instruments ( Gen. 4:21).

(3) Some may work in brass and iron (Gen. 4:22).

(4) But the man who towers in meaning with all others is the man who
walks with God.

c. Towalk with a human/ friend has clear meaning and it can be expanded to
what it means to walk with God.
(1) Itis to have the same goal and to be moving in the same direction.
(2) ltis to have happy companionship upon the way.
(3) Itis to have unenforced spontaneous conversation along the way.

d. In scripture to walk with God is to walk by faith, to do God’s will to the full
(Matt. 24:37-42; Lk. 17.:28-35; Heb. 11:5-6; Matt. 3:15; 7:24; Gal. 5:25).



Faith

“Assurance” or “substance” (Greek and hupostasis).

a. Rendered “nature” (person, KJV) —1:3
b. Assurance (confidence, KJV) - 3:14

Conviction or evidence

a. NIV — “sure of”.

b. “How faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do
not see.”
c. NEB — Faith gives substance to our hopes.”

d. McCord — How faith makes real the things for which we hope, and is
proof of things unseen.

In the Biblical sense “it already possesses in the present what God has promised
for the future.”

Faith enjoys in the present something intended for the future.

“Physical eyesight produces conviction or evidence of visible things; faith is the
organ which enables people (like Moses in verse 27) to see the invisible order.”
(F. F. Bruce)

Faith, simply put, is presented in Hebrews “as a sense of assurance within us and
a certainty that spme realities exist even though we cannot see them with the
physical eyes.” (/’7 ARTEL PALY



Faith

“Assurance” or “substance” (Greek and hupostasis).
p

a. Rendered “nature” (person, KJV) —1:3
b.  Assurance (confidence, KIV) - 3:14

Conviction or evidence

a. NIV —“sure of”.

b. “How faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do
not see.”
C. NEB - Faith gives substance to our hopes.”

d. McCord — How faith makes real the things for which we hope, and is
proof of things unseen.

In the Biblical sense “it already possesses in the present what God has promised
for the future.”

Faith enjoys in the present something intended for the future.

“Physical eyesight produces conviction or evidence of visible things; faith is the
organ which enables people (like Moses in verse 27) to see the invisible order.”
(F. F. Bruce)

Faith, simply put, is presented in Hebrews “as a sense of assurance within us and
a certainty that some realities exist even though we cannot see them with the
physical eyes.”
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(Buy the Truth, continued from page one)

She told the butcher she needed a “large chicken,” since
she was having a lot of visitors. He pushed his hand down
in the bin of ice where the chickens were kept and came
up with a chicken. When he put it on the scale she stretched
to see the weight and declared, “I need one larger than
that!” So he put the chicken back down in the ice and
fumbled for another. To his embarrassment he had no other
chicken, so with that he pulied out the same chicken and to
the weight of it he added a hidden finger on the backside of

the scale. When she eyeballed the scale she confidently

declared, “I’ll take both chickens!”

Be honest in your living for God. Buy HIS truth and
sell it not to please the world. You will be rewarded for
your faithfulness!

SW

WHAT WAS THE

NATURE OF CAIN’S SIN?
Wayne Jackson

F i Yhough there is no explicit explanation in the
Genesis narrative as to why God rejected Cain’s
offering, it seems to me that the cumulative

evidence in this case argues that Cain’s transgression

consisted of more than just offering an inferior gift. Here
are my reasons.

1. While the adjective pleion (rendered “more
excellent”) basically means “greater,” either in
quantity or quality, it can also denote that which is
“superior by reason of inward worth.” For example,
in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said that life is
“more” than food; an intrinsic factor is in view.
There may be, therefore, a suggestion here that
involves the nature of the gift offered. See below.
Asin any case, however, the confext of Hebrews
11:4 will have to determine the meaning of the word
in that setting,

2. When the expression “by faith” is employed in
Hebrews 11:4ff, with reference to the great
characters of the Old Testament, it connotes the
concept of obedience time and time again. Verse

8 explicitly says what the other passages imply, “By
faith Abraham . . . obeyed . . . ” This principle
becomes even more vivid when one compares the
examples of Hebrews 11 with their Old Testament
background. For instance, “By faith Noah. . .
prepared an ark . . .” (vs. 7), which, as Moses
shows in the Genesis narrative, means he was
strictly obedient to the divine instructions (Gen.
6:22). To offer “by faith” was to offer in harmony
with sacred revelation (cf. Rom. 10:17), rather
than the exercise of human “will-worship” (Col.
2:23). The fact that these brothers brought their
_offerings ime, apparently, may suggest
that a heavenly instructionhad been given. In view
_ of the surrounding context, therefore, it appears
that Cain’s si
not mer
_Inferior.,

)

ess in givi

3. The narrative in Genesis 4 leaves the impression
that the fype of offering made was the determining
factor that brought God’s favor upon Abel, but not
upon Cain. If the offering made was on account of
sin (and the text does not explicitly say), then it
would be reasonable to assume that a blood offering
had been required (cf. Heb. 9:22). This could
account for the Lord’s displeasure. The comments
of Professor Ralph Earle, in my judgment, are
helpful here. He notes that one idea regarding this
matter is that: “Cain brought a bloodless offering,
and thus offended Deity by posing as righteous and
not in need of any sacrifice for sin. This theory has
strong theological appeal. It assumes previous divine
instruction as to what type of offering must be
@S’.‘lgm.fgﬂmﬁlﬁingAt.(.),ngment,_for sin. There is
indication that such a revelation had been given by
the use of the verb form in Gen. 4:3 that can mean
customary action” (Wycliffe Bible Dictionary, p.
284).

And so, while it may be the case that Abel’s offering was
of a better quality than his brother’s, it seems likely that
there was a greater intensity of disobedience on Cain’s part
than possibly selfishness (offering a less valuable gift).
When Jude places Cain in a catalog of vile rebels, he seems
to confirm our view of the character of Adam’s first child
(Jude 11).

SW

Page 2

The Southwesterner

September 7, 2008



(Z;/W/ﬁ s L ) M/A‘.ﬁ%av



HEBREWS CHAPTER TWELVE

. Introduction: The Christians of Paul's day were compassed about with a great cloud
of witnesses. This possibly means, instead of being actual spectators, they had the
testimony of the ancients on every hand. They testified to the truths presented

concerning the spiritual promise but never came into actual possession of it, Heb.
11:39,40.

. Paul, a great sports lover
1. Wresting (Eph. 6:12).
2. Boxing (I Cor. 9:24-26).
3. Racing (Heb. 12:1). The Olympic Games.
(1) Once every five years.
(2) Place—Elis, Italy.
(3) Exercises—Running, wrestling, chariot racing, etc.
4) Participants:
(@)  Freemen, persons of exceptional morals.
(b)  Willing to submit to a severe regimen (at home for month and then
at Elis, ltaly, for 30 days before the games).
© Day of celebration:
(1) Herald called names
(2) Recited them the laws of the games
(3) Encouraged them to do their best
(4) Told them the rewards of victory
(5) Led them before crowd to see if anyone knew a reason why
w they shouldntpartncnpate
4. Paul’'s terms:
(1 Cloud of witnesses-heroes of chapter 11 to encourage us by their lives.
(2)  Lay aside every weight. The runner trained with weights on their legs, but
removed everything, even their clothes, when running. Whatever hinders
us from giving our best must be removed. .
(3)  And the sin which doth so easily beset us. In this context probably the sin
of unbelief.
: Chrlstlans are encouraged to lay aside [every weght " plural And "the sin,"

. Our Duty: . » ;

1. Prepare for the race by Iaylng aside every weight.

2. Then execute the matter.
. Make the race with patience. A race of service, suffering, persecution, and
. perseverance. Patience needed to encounter difficulties and solve hard problems.

. The race that is "set before us." Lying before us, present with us, and marked out
for us, 2 Tim. 2:5; 1 Cor. 9:24-28.

. "Looking unto Jesus." Why?
1. He is the author, Heb. 2:1-4.
2. He is the finisher or perfecter of the faith, Heb. 5:8,9.
3. Someone has said:



H.

J

1. If you would be disappointed, look to others.
2. If you would be discouraged, look to yourself.
3. If you would be delighted, look at Jesus.

"For the joy set before him." What was that joy?

1. Making peace between God and man.

2. Sealing the New Covenant with His blood.

3. Opening the way into heaven, Heb. 10:19-21; Heb. 6:17-20.
4. Saving the obedient, Heb. 5:8,9.

What Christ had to endure.
1. Contradiction against himself, his Person as God-man, his authority, his teaching
and preaching, and finally, the accursed death of the cross.

We have not resisted unto blood. Jesus did. The saints also did.

K. In verse 9 we are taught the dual nature of man...."fathers of our flesh; Father of our

<o

spints..." S -10._"lt (the body) is soon cut off, an irit) fly away.,"
Zech, 12:1Dap 7:15; Ege. 521,

Verses 5-11

Reasons for the Discipline (Willmington Guide, p. 524).

1. To make us think about God and his word (12:5; cf. Psa. 103:2; Prov. 3:11-12).
2. To prove that God loves us (12:5).

3. To prove we really belong to God (12:7-8).

4. To make us more like Jesus (12:10).

tis treat it to

12:16-17
2. " The believer can faint under it, that is take it too seriously.
3. The believer can be exercised by it (12:11) Psa. 94:12; 119:67,72,75.

M. Verses 16,17. Did Esau find it impossible to repent? No! This is a reference to his

efforts to get his father to change his mind. .
NISPLIC ED YALES —SONE THMNES C AN NEVER BE LA bonE

N A beaufiful contrast is set forth in verses eighteen to twenty-nine. We are not come

el

_unto.

. Mount Sinai
. Moses

. 1491 B.C.
. The Law

. The earthly Jerusalem

abhwpNn -~

O. WE ARE COME UNTO:

1. Mount Zion



2. Christ

3. AD.33

4. The Gospel

5. The Heavenly Jerusalem

P. Hebrews 12:25. Since we are come to Jesus the Mediator of the New Covenant we
_are warned "REFUSE NOT HIM - THAT SPEAKETH."

1. Why refuse not?

a. They escaped not who refused him who spoke on earth, Heb. 12:25; 2:1-4;
Heb. 10:28,29; 1 Cor. 10:1-12.

b. Because of the speaker. Go back to Chapter One and look again at the
picture of the exalted Christ.

c. Because the Speaker has a message, Heb. 2:1-4; Matt. 28:18-20; Mk.
16:15,16; Lk. 24:45-57.

d. Because His message is powerful, Jno. 5:25,28,29; Heb. 4:12; Rom. 1:16.

2. How may we refuse Him?

a. Substitute another plan. We are warned against doing this, Matt. 15:7-9;
Rom. 10:1-4; 2 Thess. 2:11,12.

b. Stubbornly refuse to hear Him, Matt. 23:37; Jno. 5:39,40. Many lost because
of their unwillingness to submit to the Will of the Christ.

c. Love of the world. This is possibly the greatest hindrance to the Cause of
Christ in our generation, Jno. 12:42,43; 1 Jno. 2:15,16.

d. Procrastination. Just simply put off obeying the Gospel, Mk. 16:15,16; 2
Thess. 1:6-10; 1 Pet. 4:17. ;

3. Those who refuse to hear Him:

a. Spurn the highest authority in heaven and in earth, Matt. 28:18-20; Acts
4:11,12; Col. 3:9-11.
b. Reject the greatest mercy ever offered to man, Psa. 103:17,18; Eph. 2:4.
The blood of Abel was no doubt crying for VENGEANCE. Blood of the Christ
cries always for MERCY, Heb. 12:24.
Q. Hebrews 12:28 informs us that we are citizens of a kingdom that cannot be moved,

Heb. 12:28.

1. This is the fulfilment of the prophecy of Daniel 2:44. It is an institution that
cannot be destroyed. It is to have no successor. "It shall not be left to other
people." Nothing to follow this dispensation but the end of time and the
judgment of all mankind.

2. This kingdom is the church of our Lord. It is the House of God. It is the family of
the Almighty. Membership in this institution and citizenship in this kingdom are
absolutely essential to salvation from sin in this life and the life to come.
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SO GREAT A CLOUD OF WITNESSES
Hebrews 12:1-4

Almost Forced to do Wrong
3 Hebrew children

WITNESSES

Failed Once

Peter

Not Popular Enou h
Daniel 1-6

Popularity

Joseph - Gen. 14
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Introduction

L,

HEBREWS

James Meadows

From a literary standpoint, Hebrews is “a little masterpiece.”
It unfolds a remarkable message which seeks to be heard.

Start our study with Hebrews 13,

First, chapter 1 is without an opening address, which normally would identify the
author and the original readers.

Second, chapter 13, as often the case in the conclusion of Greek letters, preserves
more of the historical circumstances of Hebrews than we can find elsewhere.
“Third, chapter 13 exhibits some of the main features of the book as a whole.”
(Lightfoot, p. 12).

Points That Stand Out In Hebrews 13.

2.
Thoughts
I
A.
B.
C.
II.
A.
B.
C.
r ‘;‘ 4 k‘\j D
{
E.

It is a letter.

1 It clearly ends like a letter as it includes greetings to other persons (typical
Greek letter, cf. Rom 16).

2. It has a benediction (Heb. 13:21-¢4.

It is a letter to a specific congregation since the writer and the readers have close

ties.

1. He asks for their prayers (13:18).

2. He expects to see them soon (19, 23).

3 He knows their leaders past and present (7,17).

It is a letter of exhortation.

|l V.22 NN.
2. Chapter 13 contains exhortation after exhortation as well as the whole
book.

a. Exhortation against drifting from God’s work (2:1-4).
b. Exhortation against disbelieving God’s word (3:7-4:16).
G Exhortation against dullness toward God’s word (5:11-6:20).
d. Exhortation to draw near God (10:19-13-25).
Of the 305 verses in Hebrews, 172 are exhortations.
4, Hebrews is the longest sustained exhortation to hold on to their faith.
a. Need of endurance (10:36).
b. Abraham patiently endured (6:15).
G Moses endured (11:27).
d. Christ endured the cross (12:2).
It is a message of warning.
L Warns against being led away with strange doctrines (13:7-9).
2. 5:12; 3:12; 2:3; 6:4-8; 10:26-31.
It is a letter of doctrinal significance.
i He declares we have an altar (1) Sacrifice of Christ.
2, Almost half of Hebrews concerns Christ.

w




Hebrews (Continued)

118 Three features about the language of Hebrews:
A. It is language steeped in the O. T. Notice:

Hebrews Chapters O. T. References
1 7 O.T. References ‘ N2
2 Psa. 8; 35; Isa. 8120 ) Peer >
3 Num. 12; Psa. 9
4 Psa. 95; Gen. 2
5 Psa.2; 110
6 Allusion to O. T.
7 Gen. 14; Psa. 110
8 Jer. 31
9 Allusions to O. T.
10 Psa. 40; Jer. 31; Heb. 2
11 Allusions to O. T.
12 Prov. 3; Hag. 2
13 Psa. 118

Hebrews contains-30.quotations.from O. T. and 70 allusions to.it.

B. It is language of ritual and ceremony.
1. Much to do with sacrifice and offerings.
2. Priestly terminology abounds.
C. It is a language of comparison and analogy.
L. Speaking of the prophets and of the Son (1:1-2).
2. Message declared by angels and greater salvation spoken by the Lord
(2:2-3).
3. Glory of man and glory of Jesus (2:7-9).
4. Rest in Canaan and rest of heaven (4:1-13).
5. Aaron as high priest and Christ as high priest (5:1-10).
6. Blood of bulls and goats and blood of Christ (9:12-14).
7. Language of analogy.

a. Christ has gone “behind the curtain” or veil — (6:19; 9:3; 10:20)
Language of Analogy. In earthly tabernacle most holy places set
off by a curtain — Christ entered heaven.

b. Heb. 8:2; 9:11 — “Truce tent” “more perfect tent” — no tent in
heaven.

c Heb. 9:12 — Christ did not literally take his blood into heaven.

IV.  Arrangement of Hebrews
A. Arranges all ideas around two great themes.

1.
2.

The person of Christ.
The work of Christ.



Hebrews (Continued)

B. Hebrews can be outlined as follows:
1. Chapters 1-6: The word of God — Who Christ is.
2. Chapters 7-10: The word of God —~ What Christ does.
3. Chapters 11-13: The word of God — Concluding exhortations.

C. Who is this Christ? He is the Son of God.

L. Greater than the prophets (1:1).
2. Greater than the angels (1:2-2:18).
3. Greater than Moses (3:1-6).
4. Greater than Joshua (4:1-10).
5. Greater than Aaron (5:1-10).
V. Christ is superior to all other mediators and messengers 1:1-3
VL Chrst is superior to the angels 1:4-2:18
A. Showed Himself better 1:4,5
B. He is to be worshipped by angels 1:6
C. Angels are servants 1:7
D. He is called God 1:8
E. He is anointed 1:9
F. He is the unchanging creator 1:10-12
G. He is to be served by angels 1:13,14
H. His gospel more binding than the Law 2:1-4
L As man, He overcame and is superior to angels 2:5-9
J. By being man, He can now be the propitiation 2:10-18
VII.  Christ is superior to Moses 3:1-19
A. Christ as Son is greater than Moses as servant 3:1-6
B. Beware of unbelief 3:7-19
VII.  Christ is superior to Joshua 4:1-13
A. Christ’s rest superior to Joshua’s 4:1-10
B. Beware of disobedience 4:11-13
IX.  Christ is superior as High Priest 4:14-6:20
A. Christ is High Priest in heaven 4:14-5:3
B. Christ is appointed by God Himself 5:4-10
C. Beware of immaturity 5:11-6:12
D. God’s “hope” for us 6:13-20
X. Christ superior to Melchizedek 7:1-8:5
A. Melchizedek priesthood superior to Levitical priesthood 7:1-10
B. Christ superior by the power of an endless life 7:11-25
C. Christ superior by His superior sacrifice 7:26-8:5
XI. A better covenant 8:6-9:28
A. The new covenant established 8:6-12
B. What the old covenant was 9:1-10
C. Christ and the new covenant are superior 9:11-28
XO. A better sacrifice 10:1-31



XIII.

XIV.

XV.

TOw >

The inferiority of the old Law
The superiority of Christ’s sacrifice
Beware of returning to the old Law

ith
A. The faith that saves
B. By faith
C. Faith purified by chastening
D. The new Zion is superior
E. Beware of losing faith
Social and spiritual duties
A. Social duties
B. Spiritual duties
Salutation

10:1-4
10:5-18
10:19-31
10:32-12:29
10:32-39
11:1-40
12:1-17
12:18-24
12:25-29
13:1-17
13:1-6
13:7-17
13:18-25



I1.

111,

Iv.

VI.

HEBREWS
OUTLINE

Christ is superior to all other mediators and messengers.

Christ is superior to the angels

A. Showed Himself better

B. He is to be worshipped by angels

C. Angels are servants

D. He is called God

E. He is anointed

F. He is the unchanging creator

G. He is to be served by angels

H. His gospel more binding than the Law

I. As man He overcame and is superior to angels
J. By being man He can not be the propitiation.
Christ is superior to Moses

A. Christ as Son is greater than Moses as servant
B. Beware of unbelief

Christ is superior to Joshua

A. Christ’s rest superior to Joshua’s

B. Beware of disobedience

Christ is superior as High Priest

A. Christ is High Priest in heaven

B. Christ is appointed by God Himself

C. Beware of immaturity

D. God’s "hope" for us

Christ superior to Melchizedek

A. Melchizedek priesthood superior to Levitical priesthood

1:1-3
1:4-2:18
1:4,5
1:6

1:7

1:8

1:9
1:10-12
1:13,14

4:1-10
4:11-13
4:14-6:20
4:14-5:3
5:4-10
5:11-6:12
6:13-20
7:1-8:5

7:1-10



VII.

VIII.

1X.

XI.

B. Christ superior by the power of an endless life
C. Christ superior by His superior sacrifice
better covenant

A
A. The new covenant established

o

What the old covenant was

C. Christ and the new covenant are superior
A better sacrifice

A. The inferiority of the old Law

B. The superiority of Christ’s sacrifice

c. Beware of returning to the old Law

A. The faith that saves

B. By faith

C. Faith purified by chastening
D. The new Zion is suberior

E. Beware of losing faith
Social and spiritual duties

A. Social duties

B. Spiritual duties

Salutation

7:11-25
7:26-8:5
8:6-9:28

8:6-12
9:1-10
9:11-28
10:1-31
10:1-4

10:5-18

10:19-31
10:32-12:29
10:32-39

11:1-40

12:1-17
12:18-24
12:25-29

13:1-17

13:1-6

13:7-17

13:18-25
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SACRIFICE OF PRAISE
Hebrews 13:15, 16

A. Nature of sacrifice
1. Very best—consider O. T. sacrifices.
2. Had to please God. If it did then one offering it was acceptable, Gen. 4:1ff.
a. When a sacrifice is unacceptable then one or two things is true.
(1) The sacrifice is wrong.
(2) Orthere is something wrong with the sacrificers.
b. Sacrifice acceptable—Phil. 4:18; 1 Pet. 2:5: Rom. 12:1,2.
3. Case of misplaced confidence, 2 Sam. 24:1ff.
a. Araunah knew that if sacrifice acceptable, David acceptable, 2 Sam.
24.23.
b. Consider 2 Samuel 24:24.



Study Questions on the Introduction to Hebrews

Questions About the Author:

1.

10.

Give the three reasons for accepting the Pauline authorship
given by Lightfoot.

Give the three reasons for rejecting the Pauline authorship as
given by Lightfoot.

Who did Tertullian suggest was likely the author? Why?
Who did Origen suggest as the author? Why?

Why did others believe the book was written by Clement of
Rome?

Lightfoot quotes Montefiore who rejected Clement as the
author. What was Montefiore's statement?

Who did Luther name as its author?

What additional possibilities for authorship does Lightiocot
give?

From the fifth century to the time of the Refcrmation who was
almost always accepted as its author?

How does A. B. Bruce summarize his assessment of who wrote the
book?

Questions on the Position of Hebrews in the New Testament:

1.

Through the centuries manuscripts and versions placed Hebraws
in what three positions among the NT books?

Whose letter written from Rome to Corinth in 95 A.D. contains
at least a dozen parallels with Hebrews?

Questions on the Readers of Hebrews:

1.

2.

3.

Lightfoot concludes the letter was written to whom?
James Moffatt suggested the letter was written to whom?

F. C. Synge named what group as receiving the letter?

Questions on Its Destination and Date:

1.

From the earliest times, what city was believed to have been
its destination?

In more recent times, what city is more often considered its
destination?



3.

Why is it likely the letter was written before 70 A.D.?

Questions on its Purpose and Contents:

1.

What are the two terms used repeatedly to show the new
covenant far excels the old covenant?

Christ is shown to be superior to what five OT agents of
revelation and redemption?

In what three ways is the excellency of his priestly ministry
shown to be superiocr?

Questions on its Literary Form and Structure:

1.

What distinction did Adolf Deissmann make between a letter and
an epistle?

"The literacy problem of Hebrews is unique in the New
Testament for two reasons," states Lightfoot. What are the
two reasons?

"It is often said that Hebrews begins like a
continues like a , and concludes like a ;N
states Lightfoot.

Questions on the Style of Hebrews:

1.

2.

What is a paradox? Cite two examples from Hebrews.
What is a Chiasm? How does Hebrews 1:5-8 illustrate a chiasm?

What is an inclusion? How does Hebrews 4:12-13 illustrate an
inclusicn?

What are hook words? How does Hebrews 1:4,5 illustrate hook
words?

How does Hebrews 1:3 illustrate the writer's use of an
announcement?



Bible Quiz Questions
Broad Street Church of Christ
Hebrews 5-8
Dwayne Wilson

Chapter 5

1.

10.

High priests under the law offered sacrifices for sin in
behalf of whom?
Answer: Chapter 5:3

To what group did Jesus become the author of salvation?
Answer: Chapter 5:9

Who picked Jesus as high priest?
Answer: Chapter 5:10

As time passes, what ability should all Christians gain?
Answer: Chapter 5:12 '

How did Jesus learn obedience?
Answer: Chapter 5:8

Referring to the honor of serving as high priest, the Hebrew
writer states that, "no one takes the honor to himself."
Where does the honor come from?

Answer: Chapter 5:4-5

What gave the 0l1d Testament high priest the ability to deal
in an understanding manner with sinners?
Answer: Chapter 5:2

In what circumstance does the book of Hebrews speak of Jesus
crying?
Answer: Chapter 5:7

Why was it difficult for the Hebrew writer to explain the
priesthood of Christ and its relationship to Melchizedek?
Answer: Chapter 5:11

Spiritual solid food is an appropriate diet for whom?
Answer: Chapter 5:14



Chapter 6

1.

10.

What does the Hebrew writer describe as being the anchor of
the soul?

Answer: Chapter 6:18-19

How can Christ be crucified again?
Answer: Chapter 6:4-7

What two things did God use to show heirs of his promise the
unchangeableness of his purpose?
Answer: Chapter 6:13, 18

What expectation did the Hebrew writer have toward the future
obedience of the audience to whom this letter was first sent?
Answer: Chapter 6:9

To whom was God making a promise when he swore an oath by
himself?

Answer: Chapter 6:13

What two characteristics does the Hebrew writer mention in
chapter six as being necessary to inherit the promises of
God?

Answer: Chapter 6:12

What are two characteristics of our hope described in chapter
six. It is a hope which is both and
Answer: Chapter 6:19

According to the Hebrew writer, why do men use oaths?
Answer: Chapter 6:16

What does the Hebrew writer say it is impossible to do for
those discussed in chapter six who had fallen away?
Answer: Chapter 6:6

About whom is the Hebrew writer speaking when he refers to
ground that yields thorns and thistles in chapter six?
Answer: Chapter 6:8



chel
f’ o

Chapter 7

1.

10.

Explain when and how Levi, who normally collected tithes,
paid tithes.
Answer: Chapter 7:9-10

Why had Abraham gone to battle with the kings before he met
Melchizedek?

Answer: Chapter 7:1, Genesis 14:12-14

BAll priests under the law were decendents of Levi. What
other 0ld Testament character living about 400 years after ! JH
Levi did all of those priests also descend from? f} fﬁ -, :ﬂ’éfe% "
Answer: Chapter 7:11, Exodus 12:40, Exodus 29:9 aéoﬂ&gwjgkfﬁﬁﬁmf/ﬂkihy,
What do the priesthooed of Christ and the priesthood of
Melchizedek have in common?

Answer: Chapter 7:3,17

What would have disqualified Jesus from being a priest under
the law?
Answer: Chapter 7:14

Why didn't the priests under the law hold their priesthood
permanently like Jesus does?
Answer: Chapter 7:23-24

What did the Law make perfect?
Answer: Chapter 7:19

Who does the Hebrew writer call the king of salem?
Answer: Chapter 7:1

In order for the Levitical priesthood to be changed, what
else had to be changed?
Answer: Chapter 7:12

Contrast the frequency with which the 0ld Testament high

priest offered sacrifices and the sacrifices offered by
Christ.

Answer: Chapter 7:27



Chapter 8

1.

10.

What warning did God give to Moses about the construction of
the tabernacle?
Bnswer: Chapter 8:5

Where is the seat of our high priest?
Answer: Chapter 8:1

Compare the gquality of the promises of the law to the
promises of the new covenant.
Answer: Chapter 8:6

If the first covenant had been without fault, what would have
been the result?
Answer: Chapter 8:7

When will God remember sins forgiven under the new covenant?
Answer: Chapter 8:12

What 0ld Testament book is quoted most frequently in Hebrews
8 with respect to a new covenant?
Answer: Chapter 8:8-12 reference Jeremiah

Where was Moses when God instructed him about the
construction of the tabernacle?
Answer: Chapter 8:5

The 0ld Testament tabernacle was basically a tent. What is
the "true tabernacle" and who pitched it?
Answer: Chapter 8:1-2

What effect did the coming of a new covenant have on the o0ld?
BEnswer: Chapter 8:13

What was the primary function of the high priest under the
law?
Answer: Chapter 8:3



°
P
{ = 1y
{ 3 .
[ -~ .,.
A Y
- e
ne . :
& r s [ =
N o i
s e z .
. — )
, o O
N Sy b
o ~
- < =
o =
3 o
i e
£ )

T

&

@ -
') ., = .\
. 5} 3 . =
© = o -~
- [
S - o gt .,
s i P
= ,m
H
; e 1
o e a
T =
- an o r -
B & > S £
s = oo s
:\./m o g iy wee
S oY S iy P
I 3 = LN
i TN i , 5 o
~ o oaw - o 3 - .
[ Vo P 7t 5 ) ln
Ty [0 4 P :
— G b S B - “
I'e £ 5 : \
[l o - )/.‘M
4 2 = < N
o E 0 - o~ RG] !
- ~ .‘” ¢ . )
R § 2 w PR !
£ ¢ . ! bl . =
5 3 ﬁ;J " , S et [ “
. L ; it = ¢ |
- 5 3 2 . b A e
¢ 2 £ . 3
@ Rt A i - |
- e : m 5
b 3 ~ . !
= W 1 oA :
pan Lo “ |
° o oo = A
- S = i " W
N o ON O & i ! - )
E ., : ® ~ - o~ -
o o H pro [ p 5o I
7 : ¢ y 2 - *7
1 i G / o 3 -
o e 2 -
: i : e A > :
[ i P fa [
N e I
: i U2 N , :
T o . o &
L.w P mj)( h_ ﬁ\ =
; : vy " : g
LD Cooow - = ©
[ - G % o -
5ol 9] © , E ‘
: ) 0 ay & 3 . &
= = & ey -2
. o P s o
c o - = ) m oN ey
= z o 3 o
HoE L - . A 3 o
5 - o a g & - s A
oot T S b
N ¢ & o —— e -
] [P I o : '
L' S Cooom 28] ] °
[EaN o) OIS £ 5
(G . e < i R
e S = C o 3 =
2 T
© oty 3 P
- E
601 M , : f
PR ) v ; :
o = : ¢
Ral @ : :
SO 5 2 :
: 3 & ) .
T . & e i
”/ | W!l. T 9 ©
‘r h ® . [
, ) - « :
: i [
N o) o, o




Yy

ez e T agm
R

A0

Y
e N
P

i
j




EAST TENNESSEE SCHOOL OF PREACHING

Hebrews, N2412 Instructor: Charles L. Brown

Class Credits: 4 hours
Class Hours: Tuesdays - Fridays, 8:00-8:50 a.m.

Class Text: Jesus Christ Today by Neil Lightfoot.
The Epistle to the Hebrews by Gareth L. Reese.

Class Aims: To acquaint the student with the masterful way the
Hebrews writer logically demonstrates the superiority of Christ
and the New Covenant over Moses and the 0ld Covenant. The
student will use his own reason and logic to grasp and to be able
to explain this most important New Testament book.

Class Requirements:

1. The study questions on daily assignments are to be answered
before class so the student can discuss them intelligently in
class.

2. A notebook will be prepared containing the study questions and
answers, class notes, etc. Since some testing will be open
notebook, the way it is prepared will be very important. 1In
all textual courses, the student is preparing his own
commentary to be used for a lifetime.

3. Although there are no assigned memory verses, the student will

be expected to recognize and associate certain key verses and
key thoughts with the various chapters.
4. The completion of all tests.

Class Grading:
First exam (Introduction,

chapters 1 & 2, Sept. 3) 15%
Second exam (chapters 3 & 4,

September 14) 15%
Third exam (chapters 5 & 6,

September 22) 15%
Fourth exam (chapters 7-10,

October 8) 15%
Final exam (Week of Oct. 24-29) 30%
Class Participation 10%
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