
 

 

SERMON: All I Do—I do for Christ! 

TEXT: 1 Peter 2:13-3:9 

1. I will submit to governing authorities (2:13-14) in 

order to silence the ignorance of foolish men 
(2:12-13). 

2. I will submit as a Servant to his Master (2:12-13) 
because this is pleasing to God (2:19-20). 

3. I will submit as a wife to her husband in holy 
conduct (3:1) in order to win the unbeliever (3:1). 

4. I will be understanding & honorable to my wife 
(3:7) so our prayers will not be hindered (3:7). 

5. I will live humbly (i.e., not returning evil for evil) 
with others (3:8-9) in order to inherit a blessing 

(3:9). (MNP) 
 

SERMON: Striving to Please God! 

TEXT: 1 Peter 2:5, “you also, as living stones, are 
being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to 

offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ.” Pleasing God with my ear, 

thumb & toe (cf. Lev. 8:24). 

1. EAR – Eager to hear God’s Holy Word! Heb. 2:1. 
2. THUMB – Eager to do God’s Holy Will! Jam. 1:22. 

3. TOE – Eager to go where God wants! Mark 16:15. 

Con: Offering Spiritual Sacrifices to God – Rom. 12:1-

2; 15:16; Heb. 13:15-16; Eph. 5:1-2; Phil. 4:10-20; Ps. 
51:17; 116:17. (MNP) 
 

SERMON: Christ, the Living Stone!  

TEXT: 1 Peter 2:4 

Intro: “Coming” (proserchomai from prós = facing + 

érchomai = come) means literally to come facing 
toward and so to approach or come near. To come 

to visit or associate with. Christ is a living stone 
because He was raised from the dead in victory! 

1. He is “rejected by men” – John 1:11-13. 
2. He is “chosen by God” – Col. 3:12-16. 

3. He is “precious” to all – 1 Peter 2:7. 

Con: This is confirmed by Scripture (Is.28:16; Ps. 

118:22). (MNP) 
 

SERMON: Getting the Job Done!  

TEXT: Nehemiah 4:6-23 
1. We must have a MIND to WORK (v.6). 

2. We must have a HEART to PRAY (v.9). 
3. We must have an EYE to WATCH (v.9). 

4. We must have an EAR to HEAR (v.20). 
 

SERMON: Take up the Cross and Follow Him! 

TEXT: Luke 9:56-62 
1. COUNTS the COST. 

2. CUTS the CONNECTIONS. 
3. CLEAVES to the LORD. 

4. CONTENDS for the FAITH. 

5. COMPLETES the COURSE. 
 

SERMON: The Church in Prophecy! 

TEXT: Isaiah 2:1-5 

Thesis: Appreciation for the church must be shown. 

Intro: Eph. 3:10-11; History on the time Isaiah lived. 
He prophesied a better time and brighter era. 

1. The House of God - Some Specifics (Isa. 2:2) - 
"The Lord's House" (When, Where, Who?). 

2. The House of God - Things That Are Required 

(Isa. 2:3). Matt. 28:20, John 6:45. 
3. The Spiritual Perspective (Isa. 2:4). (2 Tim. 4:1-

4; 2 Cor. 10:3-5; Eph. 4:1-3). 

Russ Vickers 

SERMON: Five Minutes after Death! 

TEXT: Luke 16:19-31 
Intro: Death is an appointment everyone must keep (Heb. 
9:27). What will I experience? The Rich Man found... 

1. He was alive (vs.23-24). 
2. He was able to remember (v.25a). 

3. He was faced with truth (v.25b). 

4. He was confronted with permanence (vs.24/26). 
5. He was there for all eternity (vs.27-28). (MNP) 

Pulpit Preview is sent for the pur-
pose of sharing sermon ideas & 
useful illustrations. It is sent via 
email on a monthly basis. Editor: 
Mark N. Posey D.D., preaching 
minister for the Austinville Church 
of Christ (2833 Danville Rd. SW 
Decatur, AL 35603) since 1994. 
Please send all comments to—
pulpitpreview@austinvillecoc.org 
or address above. Thanks, MNP. 

 

 

February 28, 2016  Vol. 8, No. 2 

Six Things Every Wife deserves from Her Husband! 
1 Peter 3:7, “Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, 
giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together 
of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered.” [NKJV] 
Intro: The best instruction manual for marriage is The Bible! Every 
question is answered and instruction is right! Read it! Love it! Live it! 

Men, especially need to be reminded of their roles as Husbands & Fathers. NOTE: 
“Men, you are the leaders! Thus, LEAD!” QUESTION: What does your wife need from YOU? 
1. Every wife needs a Dependable husband: “dwell with them.” Every wife needs a 

husband that is faithful, committed and true! There is NO room in marriage for 
affairs, cheating or unfaithfulness! Be a One-Woman kind of man! 

2. Every wife needs an Intellectual husband: “...with understanding.” This knowledge 
goes beyond mere fact; it speaks of a special relationship between the person who 
knows and the object of the knowledge. A husband should know his wife better 
than her mother knows her! A woman appreciates being understood! 

3. Every wife needs an Emotional husband: “…giving honor unto the wife.” This refers 
to the worth or merit of some object; it is the amount something is valued! The 
word “honor” is used to describe the value of a precious stone. Accordingly, wives 
should be treasured as one would treasure a diamond. Husband, show you wife just 
how precious she is by spending time with her, talking with her, praying with her, 
protecting her, loving her and cherishing her! Any woman would love that!!! 

4. Every wife needs a Physical husband: “as unto the weaker vessel.” Women are phys-
ically weaker than men, thus they need protection, provision, and strength from a 
man. Aristotle set a horrible tone arguing that women were by nature inferior to 
men in every way except sexually. Aristotle was wrong! A husband protects his wife! 

5. Every wife needs an Eternal husband: “as being heirs together of the grace of life.” This 
phrase is important and should be categorized for greater understanding. For exam-
ple, the word “heir” means, “inheritance” (i.e., one that receives from another a por-
tion of goods at demise). The phrase “grace of life” means, “the gift of living,” but, 
the word “together” is vitally important because it speaks of union. Thus, marriage 
must symbolize unity in life striving together to obtain the gift of eternal life. In 
other words, a husband and wife should walk through life side-by-side serving the 
same God, obeying the same Bible and striving for the same goal – Heaven! 

6. Every wife needs a Spiritual husband: “that your prayers may not be hindered.” “The 
family that prays together stays together,” is a slogan from the 1950’s. There is 
much true contained in that statement. The Bible is God talking to us and prayer is 
how we talk to God! Thus, pray FOR her and pray WITH her! 

Conclusion: Husbands, your work is cut out for you! Do your best and use God’s 
Word as your guide. Remember, marriage thrives in a climate of love and respect. 

- Mark N. Posey 



 

 

SERMON: The Riches of God! 

TEXT: Romans 2:4, “Or do you despise the riches of 
His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not 
knowing that the goodness of God leads you to re-
pentance?” 
1. God’s Goodness – dealing with past sins. 
2. God’s Forbearance – dealing with present sins. 

3. God’s Longsuffering – dealing with future sins. 

Con: God’s riches are generously bestowed upon us! 

God has been better to me than I deserve; yet, His 

expectation of obedient faith never diminishes! 

Prayer: Thank you God! (MNP) 
 

SERMON: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross! 

TEXT: Mark 15:39, “And when the centurion, which 
stood over against him, saw that he so cried out, 
and gave up the ghost, he said, Truly this man was 
the Son of God.” 
1. I see the PERSON of the Cross (Heb. 12:2). 

2. I see the PAIN of the Cross (1 Pet. 2:22ff.). 
3. I see the PURPOSE of the Cross (Matt. 20:28). 

4. I see the POWER of the Cross (John 12:32). 
5. I see the PROMISE of the Cross (2 Cor. 5:19-21). 

Con: Thanks God for Jesus (2 Cor. 9:15). (MNP) 
 

SERMON: What is SO GREAT about the Great Com-
mission? 

TEXT: Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16; Luke 24:45-48; 
Act 1:8; John 20:21; 2 Tim. 2:2. 

1. It addresses the Greatest Need – Forgiveness! 

2. It involves the Greatest Audience – World! 
3. It reveals the Greatest Outcome – Salvation! 

4. It provides the Greatest Workforce – Church! 
5. It instills the Greatest Confidence – Eternity! 

Con: Prayer - Lead me to some soul today! (MNP) 
 

SERMON: Reviving our love for the lost! 

TEXT: Mark 16:15, “And He said to them, “Go into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” 

Intro: We sing, “Revive Us Again!” One area of reviv-

al is Personal Evangelism! Notice… 
1. Remember the Value of the Soul (Matt. 16:26). 

2. Remember the Commands of Jesus (Matt. 28:19
-20). 

3. Remember the Responsibility of Self (2 Tim. 

2:2). (MNP) 

SERMON: God's great work for us in Jesus Christ! 

TEXT: 1 Cor. 6:11, “And such were some of you. But 
you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you 
were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by 
the Spirit of our God.” 

1. You were Washed: We are washed clean from sin 
by the mercy of God (Tit 3:5; Rev. 1:5) with Jesus’ 

blood. Cleansing takes place in the act of baptism 
(Col. 2:12; Acts 22:16). 

2. You were Sanctified: We are set apart, away from 
the world and unto God (Heb. 10:10; 1 Pet. 3:15). 

3. You were Justified: We are declared "just" before 
the court of God, not merely "not guilty," but 

declared as "just" before Him (Rom. 5:1-5). (MNP) 
 

SERMON: Give All You’re Got! 

TEXT: Heb 2:1, “Therefore we must give the more 
earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we 

drift away.” 
1. We must “give the most earnest heed” because 

Jesus is God’s Son! Cf. Matthew 16:15-17. 

2. We must “give the most earnest heed” because 
Jesus is the heir of all things! Cf. Hebrews 1:1-4. 

3. We must “give the most earnest heed” because 
Jesus made the world! Cf. John 1:1-5. 

Con: The single most influential person in history is 

Jesus! Read John 21:25. (MNP) 
 

SERMON: Are You Ready? 

TEXT: Rom 1:15, “So, as much as is in me, I am ready 

to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome also.” 

1.Are you ready to LISTEN (Heb. 2:1). 
2.Are you ready to LEARN (2 Tim. 3:14). 

3.Are you ready to LOVE (Jn. 13:34-35). 
4.Are you ready to LIVE (Titus 2:12). 

5.Are you ready to LEAVE (2 Tim. 4:6). (MNP) 
 

SERMON: God’s Word is like... 

•Sweeter than honey & a lamp (Ps 119:103, 105). 
•Rain and snow (Isaiah 55:10,11). 

•A fire & hammer (Jeremiah 23:29). 
•Water (Ephesians 5:26). 

•A sword (Ephesians 6:17). 
•Solid food (Hebrews 5:12). 

•A mirror (James 1:23). 

•Milk (1Peter 2:2). (MNP) 

 

 

SERMON: The Three Crosses of Calvary TEXT: Lk 23:33; Is 53:12 
INTRO: The theme of God’s redemptive plan runs through the Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation. At its heart is Calvary, the place where Jesus died so we could be forgiven. 
Isaiah foretold that Christ would be “numbered with the transgressors” (Isa. 53:12). As 
we look to Calvary, we see three crosses. 

1. The Cross of REBELLION (Luke 23:39). This man was dying because of crimes he 
had committed. Jesus had done nothing against him, yet this man used some of his 
last minutes in life to mock and scorn Jesus. As death approached, he was not 
moved to sorrow by thoughts of being punished forever for his wicked life. He 
was returning another's love with bitterness. Jesus was dying for him also. Even 
the solemnity of death could not restrain the blasphemies from his lips. This man 
died scoffing; he died in sin. 

2. The Cross of REPENTANCE (LUKE 23:40-43). This man saw his horrible situation 
and considered his eternal fate (i.e., Remorse is moral anguish arising from repent-
ance for past misdeeds; bitter regret). He was moved to repentance, and Jesus re-
warded him with forgiveness. Before he died physically, this man died to sin.  

3. The Cross of REDEMPTION. On this cross was the sinless Son of God. His mission 
on earth was to seek & save the lost, climaxing in the sacrifice of His life to pay the 
price for our sins. Jesus “committed no sin,” but He “bore our sins in His own body on the 
tree” (1 Pet. 2:22, 24). Many people taunted and challenged Him to show He was 
the Christ by coming down from the cross. Instead, He demonstrated His love for 
you and me by staying on the cross. The man on the middle cross died for sin. 

CON: God’s Old Covenant with the Jews separated the Jews from all other nations. He 
removed it when Jesus died (Eph. 2:11-16; Col. 2:14; Rom. 7:6-7; Gal. 3:24-25). In its 
place, the death of Jesus brought the New Covenant for all people of all nations (Heb. 
9:15-17; 12:24; Mk. 16:15-16). Now, after His death, a believing sinner receives the 
benefit of the death of Jesus by repenting, confessing his faith, and being baptized into 

the death of Christ. Cf. Rom. 6:3-4.       - Mark N. Posey 

SERMON: Keeping the Home Fires Burning! 

TEXT: 1 Peter 3:7 

Intro: A Husband has an enormous responsibil-

ity in marriage. Read Ephesians 5:25! 

1. Pray for your mate and your marriage. 
Please pray FOR her and WITH her! 

2. Your wife has needs that are different from 

yours – MEET HER NEEDS! 

3. She is weaker than you - keep her safe and 
protected. 

4. She is a beautiful creation made in God’s 

image; treat her that way! 

5. The only thing more important than your 

wife is God. Make sure she knows how valu-

able she is! (MNP) 

SERMON: Witnesses of the Wonderful 

Three Witnesses from the Father about the 

Messiah (John 5:30-47):  

1. The Messenger Sent (John 5:33-35).  

2. The Miraculous Signs (John 5:36).  
3. The Message of the Scriptures (Jhn 5:37-40). 

Three reasons why many will not believe in 

the Messiah: 

1. Without the Word (John 4:38-40).  

2. Lack of Love (John 5:42).  

3. Gaining glory (John 5:44). GANTT CARTER 
 

Hidden in Yahweh - Basic Outline of Zephaniah: 
Summary of Judgment ~ 1:2-1:18 

Specific Judgments ~ 2:1-3:8  

Salvation in Justice ~ 3:9-3:20 GANTT CARTER 


