
The Christian Woman – Having a Career Outside the home 
 
 

 

Part One: Biblical Principles that Apply B Ruth Shelburne 

 
 
I. Does scripture address career women? 
 

A. Proverbs 10:10-31, including these relevant verses: 
 

She selects wool and flax and works with eager hands. She is like the merchant 
ships, bringing her food from afar. She gets up while it is still dark; she provides 
food for her family and portions for her servant girls. She considers a field and 
buys it; out of her earnings she plants a vineyard. She sets about her work 
vigorously; her arms are strong for her tasks. She sees that her trading is 
profitable, and her lamp does not go out at night. 

 
B. Acts 16:14, 40 

 
One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from 
the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to 
respond to Paul's message...After Paul and Silas came out of the prison, they 
went to Lydia's house, where they met with the brothers and encouraged them. 
Then they left. 

 
C. Acts 18:2,3 

 
There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come 
from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to 
leave Rome. Paul went to see them, and because he was a tentmaker as they 
were, he stayed and worked with them.  

 
D. Keepers of the home is also a scriptural career.  Titus 2:4, 5 

 
Then they can train the younger women to love their husbands and children, to be 
self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject to their 
husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God. 

 
 
II. All of these women were married and may, or may not, have had children. 
 

A. Lydia 
 

B. Priscilla 
 
 
III. Examples I have known of singles or single mothers 
 

A. My mother (widowed mother) 
 

B. B.'s sister (not married) 
 

 
IV. Employed Christians 
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A. Work for the Lord - Ephesians. 6:5-8 
   

Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of 
heart, just as you would obey Christ. Obey them not only to win their favor when 
their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. 
Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, because you 
know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is 
slave or free. 

 
B. Sexual harassment 

 
C. Office romances 

 
 
V. Special opportunities to witness for Christ - to be a living testimony 
 

A. Romans 12:1, 2 
 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as 
living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. Do 
not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will 
is--his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

 
B. Career skills can also be used in serving the church: teaching children, administrative 

duties, financial matters, musical, counseling, medical, clerical, etc. 
 
 
 
 

 Part Two:  Career and Homemaking B Kristine Reeves 

 
 
I. I will be speaking on the career woman whether single or married, with or without children.  I 

would like to begin by reading some scripture. 
 
 
II. Different people work outside the home for different reasons.  Motives are not all the same, and 

judging motives is a dangerous thing to do - Matthew 7:1-5 
 

Do not judge other people or you will be judged.  You will be judged in the same way that 
you judge others, and the amount you give others will be given to you.  Why do you notice 
the little piece of dust in your friend=s eye, but you don=t notice the big piece of wood in 

your own eye?  How can you say to your friend, ALet me take that little piece of dust out of 

your eye.  You Hypocrite!  First take the wood out of your own eye.  Then you will see 
clearly to take the dust out of your friend=s eye. 

 
 
 
III. Scriptures that show the priority of homemaking. 
 

 
A. Titus 2:4, 5 --- Then they, the older women, can train the younger women to love their 

husbands and children, to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and 
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to be subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God. 
 

B. 1 Timothy 5:14 --- So I counsel younger widows to marry, to have children, to manage 
their homes and to give the enemy no opportunity for slander. 

 
C. Deuteronomy 6:6-9 ---These commandments I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 

Impress them on your children.  Talk about them when you sit at home and when you 
walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.  Tie them as symbols on 
your hands and bind them on your foreheads.  Write them on the doorframes of your 
houses and on your gates. 

 
D. Proverbs 31:1-9 C these are the sayings of King Lemuel, on oracle that his mother taught 

him.  O my son, O son of my womb, do not spend your strength on women, on those who 
ruin Kings.  And it is not for Kings, O Lemuel, to guzzle wine.  Rulers should not crave 
liquor.  For if they drink they might forget their duties and be unable to give justice to those 
who are oppressed.  Liquor is for the dying, and wine for those in deep depression.  Let 
them drink to forget their poverty and remember their troubles no more. 

 
E. 2 Timothy 1:5 C I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your 

grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and I am persuaded, now lives in you also. 
 
 
III. Parents are the #1 greatest influence in a child=s life as a teacher, and a mother usually has the 

greatest influence in the world in shaping her children spiritually. 
 
 
IV. Some stresses of a working mother are: 

 
A. Extra fatigue. 

 
B. Thoughts are on job instead of family. 

 
C. (Others). 

 
 
Class discussion and handout-Should a mother work outside the Home to supplement Family Income? 
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See additional handout on next page
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 Should a Mother Work Outside the Home to Supplement Family Income? 
 
 
This is the most common solution tried when people get into financial binds.  There are cases when this is 
unavoidable, but in other cases the working mother is trying to pay for more "things" which are nice but 
unnecessary.  A mother tempted to work outside the home should examine expenses connected with her 
work which offset the money she would make, and then honestly decide along with her husband whether 
the net gain is worth the emotional and spiritual cost to the family.  [Note:  This handout is not intended to 
heap guilt or to judge anyone.  God knows whether the woman has a choice about working outside the 
home, and what financial realities each family faces.)  For more information on this point, see the next 
PDF files on this site. 
 


