
 Early Old Testament History  
 
 
 
Introduction:  This study shall accept the traditional view that Moses wrote the book of Genesis, as well 
as Exodus through Deuteronomy.  Although the Genesis record takes us back to the beginning of time, 
Moses writes the book somewhere between 1500 and 1300 B. C. 
 
It is obvious from close examination that Moses worked some existing accounts into his record.  This 
should in no way weaken our faith in the divine inspiration of Genesis.  Many Old Testament and New 
Testament writers incorporated existing accounts and documents into their writings.  Luke tells he made 
use of information carefully gathered from many witnesses (Luke 1:1-4).  The Holy Spirit can guide the 
bringing in of material just as well as he can guide original writing. 
 
An understanding of Genesis is tremendously important for every Christian and every student of theology, 
because it records the beginnings and foundations of many things including the universe, humankind, 
marriage, sin, and God's work of redemption.  Genesis is also important because it is full of God and of 
great servants of God.  The book rekindles our reverence for God, and great examples like Abraham 
make us want to serve God with all our hearts. 
 
 
Notes on Genesis 1: 
 
Genesis 1 is a "creation hymn" written in poetic style.  It gives an overall view of creation.  Details of the 
creation of man, woman and animals are given in another account in chapter 2.  Psalm 104 is another 
creation hymn. 
 
1:1 - In the beginning God... - Genesis does not attempt to prove God's existence, but assumes it at 

the beginning.  However far we think back, we must eventually recognize an existence out of 
which all other existence comes, a cause from which all other causes grow.  God is eternally 

existent, the ground of all other being.  ABefore the mountains were born or you brought forth the 

earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.@ - Psalm 90:1. 

 
God later introduces himself to Moses as "I AM," meaning the self-existent one who always is. 

 
The personal name of God is written YHWH in the Hebrew.  The Hebrews wrote the name 
without vowels and so scholars are not completely sure how to pronounce it.  "Yahweh" is likely 
more accurate than "Jehovah."  This name also carries the idea of the eternal, self-existent one. 

 
"God" is not a name, but a title, telling us what Yahweh is.  He is God, not man. 

 
In this chapter, the Hebrew word for God is Elohim, meaning "The Mighty One."  Elohim is plural 
for El.  "im" on the end of a Hebrew word indicates plurality.  The use of a plural word for God 
does not indicate that he is many Gods, but is the "plural of majesty," a way of describing his 
greatness. 

 
One way we can distinguish the different source materials Moses wove into his book is that some 
of them use Elohim for God while others use Yahweh. 

 
beginning - Scientists also now believe there was a beginning for the universe. 

 
created -  The Hebrew word here is bara, which means to create out of nothing.  Another Hebrew 
word, yatsar, is used for creating something out of existing material. 

 
1:2 - The Spirit of God was no doubt the powerful agent of God in creation work.  Compare Psalm 

104:30 - “When you send your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the earth." 



 
The New Testament tells us Christ was also active in the creation - John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:16; 
Hebrews 1:2. 

 
1:3 - Day 1:  light 
 

And God said... - God is so powerful that by simply a word he can accomplish anything.  Later 
Jesus, Son of God, calms a storm by a word - Mark 4:39. 

 
Light - The first thing created by God after the universe existed. 

 
Notice that light existed before the sun, moon and stars were created (day 4).  Scientists agree 
that light existed before the sun. 

 
God also creates light in our dark hearts at conversion - 2 Corinthians 4:6. 

 
1:5 - evening...morning - This would seem to indicate literal days as we know them, although the sun 

did not yet exist to define solar days.  Those who believe these "days" represent long time 
periods take the expressions "evening" and "morning" as poetic and figurative, not literal. 

 
first day - The universe had already been created before this.  But this is the first day of bringing 
the universe to order.   

 
It is important to notice that there is room for any amount of time to have elapsed between the 
creation of the universe in verse 1 and the creation of light on the first day in verse 3.  This means 
the earth and universe could have been here much longer than the time calculated through the 
genealogical descendants of Adam. 

 
1:6 - Day 2 - the expanse or firmament 
 

expanse [KJV:  firmament] - The Israelites recognized three different heavens: 1) the atmosphere 
where birds fly, 2) the realm of the sun, moon, stars and planets, and 3) the place where God 
lives.  This expanse refers to the first heaven, the atmosphere. 

 
separate water from water - The expanse lies between the surface water of the earth and the 
water in the clouds. 

 
1:9 - Day 3 - dry land, vegetation 
 

water...gathered - God set boundaries for the sea - Psalm 104:7-9;  Jeremiah 5:22. 
 
1:11 - seed...according to their various kinds - It is a law of nature that each kind and species is 

separate and produces its own kind.  This argues against the theory that each species evolved 
from lower species. 

 
1:14 - Day 4 - sun, moon and stars 
 

signs to mark seasons - Not for occult guidance as in astrology, but to show what time of year it 
is. 

 
in the expanse - not literally located in the atmosphere, but appearing there. 

 
1:20 - Day 5 - fish and birds 
 
1:21 - their kinds - Again God keeps species separate. 
 



The beauty and variety of fish and birds are astounding.  It all shows the depth of God's creative 
wisdom and power. 

 
1:24 - Sixth day - animals and man 
 

according to their kinds - Each species is separate and produces only its own kind, not higher 
evolutionary forms. 

 
1:26 - man is the pinnacle of God's creation. 
 

us...our image - compare "become like one of us," 3:22.  It appears that the plural here is the 
three persons of the God-head or Divinity:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit - compare Matthew 28:19; 
2 Corinthians 13:14. 

 
image - Man was made to reflect the glory of God - 1 Corinthians 11:7 - "A man ought not to 
cover his head, since he is the image and glory of God; but the woman is the glory of man." 

 
Some believe image here includes physical likeness.  God is Spirit (John 4:24) and spirits can 
have spiritual bodies (1 Corinthians 15:40, 44).  But "in God's image” may not necessarily mean 
physical likeness.  It may refer to attributes of personality, such as immortality, intelligence, self-
consciousness, reason, free will, discernment of good and evil, conscience, morality. 

 
Because man is made in God's image, it is wrong to kill man (Genesis 9:6) or to curse man 
(James 3:9). 

 
God's image was marred in man when man fell into sin.  Part of our redemption is the renewing of 
God's image in us - Colossians 3:10; Ephesians 4:24 

 
1:27 - male and female - God created this distinction and wants it preserved.  Ideas of unisex and 

perversion are not from God.  He wants men to be men and women to be women.  Compare 
Deuteronomy 22:5 - "A woman must not wear men's clothing, nor a man wear women's clothing, 
for the LORD your God detests anyone who does this." 

 
God also invented, created and blessed sexuality.  He commanded man and woman to come 
together sexually, to be fruitful and increase.  Sex carries an idea of shame to a lot of people.  
This is because our world has dirtied sex up so much with sin and perversion. 

 
A lot of Christians do not feel good about sex even in marriage, or about their own sexuality, 
because of the distorted view caused by sin.  God wants us to see sexuality for the good gift of 
God that it is.  Sex is not evil; only the abuse of it.  Sex within holy marriage is clean and is 
blessed by God - Hebrews 13:4; Song of Solomon. 

 
If our attitudes about sexuality have been distorted by the wrong thinking of others, or by guilt 
from past sexual sins, or by sexual abuse or trauma, we need to be freed by God's truth - John 
8:32.  Sometimes this requires trustworthy Christian counseling. 

 
1:28 - rule - God placed man and woman over all the other parts of creation.  They were king and queen 

on earth until they betrayed their dominion to Satan.  God still wants humankind to use and 
manage the earth and to do so in a right way. 

 
Humans are commanded to subdue the earth.  The earth is a gift from God but we still have to 
harness its forces and utilize its resources.  With this is the understood obligation to use the earth 
wisely as good managers of what God has placed in our hands.  It is wrong to pollute, waste and 
over-consume God's created gifts. 
 



1:29 - every...plant...fruit...yours for food - It appears that God at first, before the fall, intended for people 
to be vegetarians.  Animals are not given for food until after the flood, Genesis 9:1-3. 

 
1:31 - very good - compare verses 4, 10, 12,18,21,25 where God saw the good in what he had made.  It 

is very satisfying when one's work turns out well. Before the fall, there was no evil in the things 
God made on earth.  Everything in God's creation has its good purpose, though we humans may 
misuse it and turn it to evil.  


