
THE EDIFYING OF THE BODY OF CHRIST 
 
INTRO:  As we continue to study the works of the church, one of the most important 
works that we can understand is how to edify (to build up) the body of Christ.  In other 
words, much of our work is to make sure that we are functioning as a whole rather 
than a loose collection of individual members.  Eph 4:11-16 
 
I. The Focus is on the Body – “Architecture, to Build”  

a) The word translated ‘edify’ (GR3618) means “to be a house builder”, “to 
construct” 

b) The word translated ‘edifying’ (GR3619) means “architecture”, “a structure” 
c) Eph 2:18-22, 1Pet 2:5 God always intended the members to be viewed as a 

whole structure (e.g. temple, body, priesthood, etc.) 
d) 1Cor 14:12 The ability to edify the church was better than some of the 

miraculous gifts 
e) 2Cor 12:19 Paul showed the Corinthian brethren what he was focused on. 
f) Jn 13:34-35 (Mtt 22:39) The new command is to love one another as Jesus 

loved us. 
  
II.  Our (Spiritual) Works Must be Profitable, Not Destructive 

a) Eph 4:22-29 Our conduct and conversation should be profitable to those 
around us. 

b) 1Tim 1:3-7 Erroneous teaching and senseless questions do not edify. 
c) Jam 4:11 If we tear one another down we are not doing God’s work 
d) 1Pet 3:8-11 The result of our works should profitable to the Kingdom. 
e) Tit 3:3-9 We need to collectively maintain good works because they are 

profitable 
f) Gal 5:22-26 The fruit of the spirit will help us to build one another up and 

accomplish God’s purpose of the church. 
 
III. The Body Must be not be Corrupted by Evil Works 

a) Lev 14:34-45 God used the plague of leprosy to teach about corruption in His 
spiritual temple – the Church 

b) 1Cor 3:16-17 (1Pet 2:5) We are stones in the temple and if we are corrupted, 
we will be removed. 

c) 1Cor 5:1-6, 9-13 A corrupting influence must be addressed in the church 
d) 1Tim 5:20-22 We don’t focus on rebuke very much but it is important 

 
IV. Fellowship is Necessary and it Edifies 

a) 1Jn 1:4-7, 3 Fellowship literally means ‘partnership’. We are partnered together 
for the purpose of being built up and strengthened. 

b) 1Cor 14:26 When we gather the purpose is to edify –focus on building up the 
members 

c) Acts 2:41-42 The newly established church continued in fellowship. 



d) Phil 1:3-7 Our fellowship should be cause for strength and rejoicing 
e) 2Cor 8:1-4 We must partner together for God’s work and in doing so, we will be 

built up. 
 
CONC:  If we are going to fulfill God’s purpose for the church, we must work together 
in the way God has laid out so that we can fulfill God’s design for us.  It takes focus and 
hard work but if we do that, we will abide in Him.  1Jn 2:24-29 
 


