Chapter 40:1-48:35 - The vision Ezekiel saw describing the final and ultimate temple of

the Lord.

A. These visions expand the concept of God returning to bless and be with his
people (48:35; 43:1-9; see 9:3; 11:23; 37:24-28; 39:25-29).

B.  With the return will come blessing to the nations (47:1-12).

C. In the church/kingdom (temple of the Lord) blessings are available for all (1 Pet.
2:4-10; Eph. 2:14-22; 1 Cor. 3:9-11; Heb. 12:18-29).

D. Consider Amos 9:11-12; Acts 15:13-20; Ezek. 42:20; 43:1-5,10,12; 48:35).

Chapter 40:1-4 - Ezekiel carried in a vision to Jerusalem.

Chapter 40:5-42:20 - The temple is measured to distinguish the holy from the profane.
Chapter 41

More measuring of the parts, etc., of the temple.

Chapter 42

This contains a special description of the chambers of the priest and information of the
outer court.
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Chapter 43

1. Solomon gave a dedication speech at the opening of his temple (1 Kgs. 8) and
the Lord gives a dedication speech here (vv. 6-12).

2. This house is where God abides forever (v. 7). (Cf. Rev. 21:10-22:5). In which
house will he dwell forever?

3. They were to measure the pattern and be ashamed of their ungodliness (v. 10-
12).

Regulations for Acceptable Worship Given — 43:13 — 46:24

A.  The Lord returns to the temple.
1. The glory of the Lord enters the new temple as it had departed from the old
(43:1-5; 9:3; 10:18-22; 11:22-25).
2. The Message given is one of holy obedience (43:6-12; read verses 10
through 12).
3. The altar of burnt offering is described and dedicated (43:13- -27).
a. The description of the altar (43:13-17).
b. The dedication of the altar (43:18-27).
c. Question: Was Christ's sacrifice temporal, and was the old Mosaic
system to be reinstated?
(1) To answer "yes" is to contradict the NT (Heb. 9-10).
(2) To answer "no" is to demand a symbolic and/or figurative
interpretation of these verses.
Organization of the people around the most important item to their well- -being—the

B.
7, temple, unto which the Spirit of God had returned (44:1-46: 24).
szr/ 1.__The position of the prince and the priest (44:1-14). Wwﬂ—///&fw
# a. The prince (44:1-3).

c. The place of the genuine Levites (44:10-16). JRe Pres
2. The conduct and support of the priests (44:17-31). "“/”4”‘7

a. Both service and conduct to be beyond reproach (44:17-22).

b. To be engaged in teaching and upholding truth (44:23- -27).

c. The inheritance and support of the priests (44:28-31).

The position of the land in relationship te-the-sanctuary, city, priest, and prince

(45:1-8).

Sacrifices and sacred days (45:13-46:15). %M%’Wf
a. The people's offering for the prince (45:13-17).

b. The sin offering of the first month (45:18-20).

c. Sacrlflces at the Passover and the feast of tabernacles (45:21-25).

) ) d for the Sab
Opening of the temple for the people and prince (46 9-12).
l{/ f.  The daily sacrifice (46:13-15).
6. The limitation of the prince's disposition of his property (46:16-18).

7. The sacrificial kitchens for the priests, and for the people (46:19-24).

b.  The uncircumcised in heart and flesh excluded (44:4-9). é’ ([, ﬁ/ﬂg e
ferrd/

The demand for justice and not oppression (45:9-12). Vé«d,lg/ﬂ"’m 17 '7



C. wm@am/
The source and magnitude of the river (47:1-5).
W 2 The subsequent influence of the river of life (47:6-12).
3. Consider Psalm 36:8-9; Zech. 14:8; Isa. 58:11; John 7:37-39.
The boundaries and division of the land (47:13-23).
e portions of land assigne -

ﬂ/t D//E/ To the north seven tribes (48:1-7). 0
In the center to Jehovah—for the sanctuary and priests (48 8- 22)
3. To the south five tribes (48:23-29). W,/ s ¢ /ﬁ-ﬁ’ Z““’/
The size, gates, and name of the city (48:30-35). o [ . Lrateo
Note the parallels between Ezekiel's city and the ‘new Jeru? " of Rev. 21.
1. Twelve gates named after the 12 tribes of Israel 48:31-34; Rev. 21:12-14,
2. Both cities were square — 48:20; Rev. 21:16.
3. Asin Ezekiel's vision a guide with a measuring rod showed John the city —
40:3; Rev. 21:15”
4. John describes a river and trees — 47:12; Rev. 22:1.
5. John heard a voice — 48:35; Rev. 21:3.
H. Rivers
1. Riverin Eden (Gen. 2:10-14). Nourished the Garden.
2. Ezekiel's vision (47:19) — Provide provision
3. John’s vision (Rev. 22:1) — Symbolized through prophecy the Christian’s
future hope of God'’s care in the new heaven and new earth.
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JEHOVAH IS THERE—JEHOVAH—SHAMMAH
|. Ezekiel Refutes Many Errors (by Robert Taylor, Jr.)

A. No Payday for Sin Refuted (Ezek. 18:20).
B. Calvinism Refuted - Each of the major planks.
1. Total hereditary is refuted by the passage that the son shall not bear the
iniquity of the father (18:20).
2. Original sin refuted—sin is an act committed, not inherited (18:20).
3. Unconditional security is refuted—the righteous person can become wicked
and the wicked person can become righteous (18:24-27).
4. Direct operation of Holy Spirit—they could obey.
5. Limited atonement—God was interested in the whole nation, not just a few.
C. Premillennialism Refuted
1. The fact that they were taken captive from Palestine proves they inherited it
(Cf. Josh. 21:43-45).
2. "Ezekiel prophesied of their return WHILE they were in Exile—not AFTER it
ended (20:33ff).
D. Infidel
1. Hundreds of times he attributed his message to the God of heaven.
2. Begins with visions of God (1:1ff) and closes with "The Lord is there" (48:35).
E. Idolatry Refuted. Ezekiel 6 and 14 portray the sinfulness of idols.
F. Deism refuted. It has long contended that God is not interested in his universe.
1. The ancients of Israel were actually saying (8:12).
2. God would not have exiled his people if he didn't care.
G. Transferred or borrowed righteousness refuted.
1. The Catholic Church has long had its supererogation or a bank of Good
Works.

2. Ezekiel 18 clearly shows that a son is not righteous just because his father is
righteous.

A. The inspiration of the Scriptures.

1. Such expressions as "the word of the Lord came to me, saying, "then saith
he unto me," "thus saith the Lord," etc., appears 300 times—an average of
more than six times per chapter.

2. Either he spoke by inspiration or he lied more than 300 times. Would just a
book survive on such a flimsy foundation?

B. The importance of preaching—then and now.
C. God's character in perfect balance. He is a God of wrath and love (cf. Rom.

11:22).

D. The glory of God (Ezek. 1).
E. Individual responsibility (Ezek. 18).
F. Respect for God's Word.

[ll. “And they shall know that | am the Lord.” (Ezek. 6:10)



LESSONS TO REMEMBER

10.

11

12.

13.

14.

15.

. The heart of God yearns for the salvation of all men.

Each individual must bear the responsibility of his own sin.

The human will is more powerful in determining destiny than either heredity or
environment.

The terrific responsibility that rests upon God's messengers should cause him to
remain faithful.

The minister must not let personal griefs and disappointments injure his ministry.
As a faithful watchman, the preacher must warn the sinner of his folly.

Before one can be effective as a teacher, he must be able to see the problem from
the other man's side.

God will not always strive with sinful men.
What He cannot do for us (because of us) He can do for His own name-sake.

God wants us to see His GREAT Love as shown in the story of the Good
Shepherd.

Here we see the value of repentance and forgiveness.

Before they could hope to return to Jerusalem they had to return to God - so also
we.

From God flows the life-giving stream that will heal and save all who come to it and
drink.

God works His will among the nation that the world will know that He is Jehovah!

One day, God's people will live with Him in the heavenly city, Jehovah-shammah.



Some major themes and/or issues in Ezekiel:

A

C.

D.

"Personal-accountability before the Lord..

1. The notions of collective responsibility, collective guilt, and collective punishment
are common in the prophets.

a. A whole society may be held accountable for allowing certain evils (e.g.,
idolatry) in it.

b. An entire group (e.g., Judah) might be punished for the nation's corruption—
even including some innocent people (e.g., Daniel, Ezekiel).

2. Ezekiel gives strong emphasis to the companion truth that salvation is on an
individual basis. Cf. Ezek. 3:16-21; 9:4.

a. The wicked will not be spared by the presence of a few good people among
them, Ezek.14:14.

b. The innocent will not have to bear the guilt of the wicked—though they may
suffer some evil consequence from their wickedness, Ezek. 18:20.

3. Ezek. 18 is an important Old Testament chapter on this theme of individualism.
a. Scripture is anti-deterministic and anti-fatalistic.

b. It is neither heredity nor environment but personal choice that determines
one's relationship with the Almighty.

4. In the time of Jesus, he had to rebuke the smug idea of collective righteousness
and emphasize the theme of personal accountability, John 8:39ff; cf. Matt. 3:7-
10.

5. Perhaps we, too, need to be reminded that salvation is a personal decision for
each of us." (Rubel Shelly)

_There are many statements in Revelation that are found in Ezekiel.
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. The four living creatures (1:5; Rev. 4.6).

The rainbow around the throne (1:28; Rev. 4:3).

The eating of the scroll (3:1,3; Rev. 10:10).

The sealing of the servants (9:4; Rev. 7:3).

The burning of the city (10:2; Rev. 8:5).

The Fall of Tyre and the Fall of Babylon (26-28; Rev. 18).
God's dwelling in the midst of men (37:27; Rev. 21:3).
Gog of the land of Magog (38:2,3; Rev. 20:8).

The seer placed on the high mountain (40:2; Rev. 21:10.
The city measured (40:3; Rev. 11:1; 21:16).

The river issuing from the temple (47:1,12; Rev. 22:1-2).
The gates with tribal names on the various sides of the city (48:31; Rev.21:12).

Idolatry is an abandoning of the unique reason for Israel's existence.

1.
2.

3.

"Let us be like the nations" (20:32) is the spirit that motivates it.

It can be traced back to Egypt (20:7-8) and they desert (20:15-16). It is only here
that we learn of Israel's idolatry in Egypt and God's thought to destroy them.

It had taken on new forms in Canaan (21:28).

A distinctive feature of Ezekiel is that God acts "for the sake of his name."

1.
2.

3.

God wants the nations to have the proper impression of his nature.

"He deals in keeping with that essential nature rather than according to their evil
ways (Ezek. 20:44)" (Lewis, p. 344).

Israel's behaviour had profaned his holy name (Ezek. 36:21ff).



4. There were many points at which God would have destroyed Israel—Egypt, the
wilderness, Canaan—"had it not been that it would have led to a misimpression
of His essential nature."



10.
11.
12.

13.
14,
15.
16,
17.
18.
19.

20.
21.
22.
23.
24,

25.
26,
27.

28.

290
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

35.
36.

37.
38.

Revelation

Reve.

Rev.
Rev,
Rev.

Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Reve.
Rev.

Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

Rev.

Rev.
Reve.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

Rev.
Rev.

Rev.
Rev.
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ALLUSIONS FROM EZEKIEL IN REVELATION

Ezekiel

Ezekiel

Ezekiel
Ezekiel
Ezekiel

Ezekiel
Ezekiel
Ezekiel
Ezekiel
Ezekiel
Ezekiel
Ezekiel
Ezekiel

1:26; 8:2,
9:11
1:4; 43:2
31:9
1:13

48:35
1:28
1:13
1:22
1:5, 18
1:10
2:9
14:21,

5:12, 17, 33:27

Ezekiel
Ezekiel
Ezekiel
Ezekiel
Ezekiel
Ezekiel
Ezekiel

Ezekiel
Ezekiel
Ezekiel

Ezekiel

Fzekiel

7:2

Ezekiel 1:

Ezekiel
Ezekiel

Ezekiel

Ezekiel
Ezekiel
Ezekiel
Ezekiel
Ezekiel

Ezeklel

Ezekiel
Ezekiel

Ezekiel
Ezekiel

parallel Passage/Allusion

"Like a son of man' wore
a linen robe
Voice of the Lord--rushlng water
Tree of life
Natural powerful phenomena==
thunder, lightning, earthquakes
Name of God's city
Description of throne
Natural power phenomena
Sea of glass
Four living beings
Description of four beings
Scroll
Destruction by famine,
sword, and wild beasts

Four corners of earth

Mark on four heads

Hail and fire rains

Mark on foreheads

Eating the scroll

Measuring rod

Breath of life given to
non-living objects

Natural power phenomena

Mark on forehead

Voice of Lord--rushing water
Torment of burning sulfur
"Like a son of man' wore
linen robe

Natural power phonomena

Sea of glass

Woes pronounced upon
spiritual prostitution

Woes pronounced upon
spiritual prostitution

End of music

Voice of Lord--rushing water

Heavens open-—visions of God
Call of animals to feast

Gathering of large armies

"I will be their God;

They will be my people"
Vision of new Jerusalem
Gates of Jerusalem named

after children of Israel
Square measurements of Jerusalem
The river of 1life



39.
40.
41,
42,
43,

Tey. 2232
Rev. 22:2
Rev. 22:4
Rev, 22:l4
Rev. 22:19

Fzekiel 31:9
Tzekiel 47:12
Fzekiel 9:4
rzekiel 31:9
rrekiel 31:9

The tree of life
Leaves of healing
Mark on foreheads
Tree of life

Tree of life
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AN OVERVIEW OF EZEKIEL 40—48:
Trre NEw TEMPLE
AND Gop’s KINGDOM

THE CONTENT

The last nine chapters of Ezekiel are a unit which describes
a vision of the new temple and all of its buildings, walls, and
sacrificial implements, along with priestly allotments of land
and the priests’ sacrificial duties. These chapters were written
after the other portions of the book (the vision is dated around
573 B.C.), and they provide an important conclusion to Ezekiel’s
prophecy, especially in one key area: the return of the glory of
the Lord. John B. Taylor wrote, “They are therefore to be thought
of not as a  completely independent composition, only loosely
tacked on to the end of the main body of Ezekiel’s work, but as
a real climax to his thought as it has been maturing through
twenty years of prayer, meditation and ministry.”* In 11:22, 23,
God had withdrawn 1r i
andthec isalemn-—Was there any-hopeof Hisreturning?
Egg_}je aba}ndoned His people forever? Chapters 40 through

_48 provide gjlﬂmg_anweug_ﬂqes&aﬂﬂmpoﬁam_gllﬁilﬁ

In showing Ezekiel the “four abominations” centered in the
temple, God provided substantial reason why He should aban-
don the temple. It had become hopelessly corrupt. The Holy
One of Israel could not continue to inhabit such a place. When
He departed, His protection of this place also departed. Its de-
struction was inevitable, and it came to pass in 587(6) B.C.

John B. Taylor, Ezekiel: An Introduction and Commentary, Tyndale Olid
Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, I11.: Inter-Varsity Press, 1969), 250.
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HQWQKQ,WS_MbWQMmagmm
M&Oﬁh&glmy&f-th&e%@iheb@@k—appxm&tdmdswﬁh
another 'p,m_lgﬁrhgg_dpyision_j[his time. Ezekiel saw the T.ord re-
turning to dwell with His people.

THE PURPOSES

1. It encouraged the exiles, showing that they would again
be recipients of God’s blessings, dwelling in a beautiful and pro-
ductive land. It created a dream for a discouraged people.

2. Tt showed that God had not forsaken His people forever.
He would return to them, cleanse them, and dwell with them
once again.

3. Ttunderscores the importance of covenant obedience. The
people were expected to be faithful to God'’s statutes and ordi-
nances (see 43:11; 37:24).

4 Tt demonstrates that even those without hope can come
to God and receive His blessings.

5. It shows how all of God's people have a place in His king-
dom and how He has work for all to do (see Eph. 2:10; 1 Cor.
15:58; Gal. 6:9, 10).

THE INTERPRETATION

Literal: Those who hold this view of interpretation strive fo
apply literally all of the numbers, buildings. and priesthood
,dmeg_inihgsgghapmrq This section is seen as a divine blue-
print which God _e;pws_th&fajihﬁll_’rn follow meticulously as
_they construct-Hi ing.
Dispensational/Premillennial: This view was made popular by
Tﬁe&@gﬁﬂﬁwﬁg@@m&ﬁwﬁﬂﬁ
Land during the Kingdom-Age.” It points to a future time when
é}n.._essiam;@;@géw@gwmmt
to begin, and Ezekiel’s temple will be literally constructed.?

2This is the position presented in Ralph H. Alexander, “Ezekiel,” in The
Expositor’s Bible Commentary, ed. Frank E. Gaebelein (Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Zondervan Publishing House, 1986), 6:942-52.
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AN OVERVIEW OF EZEKIEL 40—48

Mmm
Whe work WM
define the various msewammenmﬁnddeseﬂ,pﬁonsb;msmgrs;m

0

Apocalygticwww -
bolic prophecy, describing the glorious return of the exiles to
WM&W
WMQ@M&
and land ownership. This is the most logical position. It honors
the type of literature Ezekiel was using (chs. 40—48) and allows
for immediate application to the discouraged exiles.

FOR FURTHER STUDY:
AN ANALYSIS OF FOUR VIEWS
FOR INTERPRETING EZEKIEL 40—48

Literal

Strengths

1. Ezekiel had prophesied a return to the land and antici-
pated a future rebuilding of the temple.

2. Logically, God would provide guidance concerning the
holy edifice the returning exiles would have to reconstruct.

3. Ezekiel, as a priest, was surely the one to predict the glo-
rious future of the Lord’s temple.

4. Ttprovidesa framework for the holiness of the Lord tobe
re-established. Ezekiel connected the building of the new temple
with the return of the exiles, which in turn established the holi-
ness of the name of Yahweh.

Weaknesses

1. The exiles did not attempt to use the “blueprint” when
they returned. Apparently, they did not view this literally. The
builders of Herod’s temple did not attempt to follow these speci-
fications either.

2. Unlike the description of the temple in Exodus, this temple
has many measurements that are nonspecific, thereby casting

doubt that this was ever intended to be a literal “blueprint.”
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3. Certain details would be impossible to construct.

4. Other vital parts of the temple are not addressed, which
Jeaves to the imagination how they might be constructed. Such
omissions are out of character for the way God instructed His
people.

5 Some details are unfeasible—for example, the size of the
temple and its location on “a very high mountain” (40:2). The
literal placement of the temple would be outside the city, and
the tribal allotments do not match the topography of Israel
(47:13—48:29). The function and location of the river (47:1-12)
are also unlikely.

6. This view fails to appreciate the conditional nature of bib-
lical prophecy. Even if the description of the temple were to be
taken literally, it could not serve as a divine guarantee—because
its fulfillment required faithfulness on the part of the people
(see Jer. 18:5-10).

Dispensational/Premillennial

Strengths

1. It provides legitimacy for the theme of God's glory and
its return. God's glory left because of wickedness, but Ezekiel
said that it would return once God’s people returned to the land
and purified themselves. This cleansing is intimately connected
with the new temple.

2. Since God’s holiness was to be established only when
God’s people were brought back to the land (36:20-24), a future
return to the land was necessary.

3. Ezekiel 43:6, 7 says that when God's glory returned He
would “dwell among the sons of Israel forever.” This termi-
nology lends itself to a literal premillennial fulfillment because
God said that He would dwell with them when He returned
Israel to the land.?

4. The entire tenor of the section seems to imply that these
events could describe the end of history and the onset of the

3Gleason L. Archer, Jr., A Survey of Old Testament Introduction (Chicago:
Moody Press, 1964), 363.



AN OVERVIEW OF EZEKIEL 40—48

messianic kingdom. In 47-12 Ezekiel described a river of life, as
did Moses in Genesis 2:8-14 and John in Revelation 22:1. This
river that was lost in the beginning will be regained in the end.

5. The idea of God’s dwelling with His people is predomi-
nant in this temple (48:35) and is a part of the end time descrip-
tion in Revelation 22:1-6.%

Weaknesses

1. It requires switching back and forth between literal and
figurative applications of the Ezekiel temple.®

2. Several aspects are incompatible with Christianity.

3. It fails to appreciate the atoning work of Christ, encour-
aging God’s people to revert to inferior ways.

4. Tt overlooks the place of the church in the overall scheme
of God .

5. Itrequires a literal fulfillment of these chapters, thus hav-

1Gee Alexander, 944.

5Those embracing this view are aware of these difficulties. Therefore,
they maintain that the sacrifices symbolize worship- Anthony A. Hoekema
cited support from The New Scofield Reference Bible: “The reference to sacri-
fices is not to be taken literally, in view of the putting away of such offerings,
but is rather to be regarded as a presentation of the worship of redeemed
Israel, in her own land and in the millennial Temple, using the terms with
which the Jews were familiar in Ezekiel’s day” (C.L Scofield, ed., The New
Scofield Refererrce Bible [New York: Oxford University Press, 1967], 888; An-
thony A. Hoekema, The Bible and the Future [Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B.
Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1979}, 204). This statement is used to substantiate
that even dispensationalists recognize a nonliteral approach to portions of
Ezekiel 40—48. Admittedly, this is only one of two ways that The New Scofield
Reference Bible declares the sacrifices could be interpreted. It is the deviating
between “literal here” and “figurative there” exegesis that makes this view
unacceptable.

A major fallacy of premillennialism is in its basic opposition to the
redemption of the human race. If Christ had established the millennial king-
dom, as millenarians maintain was his actual intention, then he would not
have been rejected and crucified, and redemption could never have been of-
fered to mankind. . . . The gospel of salvation becomes the unexpected and
unplanned result of Christ’s failure to establish the kingdom!” (Edward C.
Wharton, “Interpreting Old Testament Prophecies: Premillennial Violations
Exposed,” in Difficult Texts of the Old Testament Explained, ed. Wendell Winkler
[Montgomery, Ala.: Winkler Publications, 1982}, 105-6).
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ing many of the same weaknesses given previously regarding
literal interpretation.’”

6. It requires the text to skip the most significant time in
history—the incarnation of Christ. How could a description of
the new temple overlook the work of Christ? How could it de-
scribe the return of God to His people and neglect the
“Immanuel,” the literal presence of God with His people?

7. It fails to appreciate that the Old Testament was designed
to lead us to Christ and the events of the first century, not to
reach beyond that time. :

8. Itis based on the false doctrine that Christ failed to estab-
lish His kingdom during the first coming and will therefore re-
turn to establish His millennial kingdom (of which this temple
would be a part). Jesus taught during His earthly ministry that
the kingdom was “at hand” and that the time was “fulfilled”
(Mk. 1:15). He said that the kingdom would be established be-
fore some of His hearers died (Mk. 9:1).

9. It fails to appreciate the fact that this section does not have
to be fulfilled, because this prophecy—like others—was condi-
tional upon faithfulness (see Jer. 18:5-12). Since Israel was un-
true to the covenant (even after the return from exile), why
should we expect God'’s plan for a glorious, new physical temple
to proceed?®

7“1f it follows from this that Old Testament festivals, blood sacrifices,
priesthood and worship at a temple are to be reintroduced, after the New
Testament revelation of Christ and His finished, fulfilling work, it shows how
completely this view misinterprets the significance of Christ’s salvation and
how it casts doubt on the consistency of God’s dealings with mankind. But
its fault is basically in regarding Ezekiel 40—48 as prophecy and insisting on
a literal fulfilment of it, if not in the past then in the future” (Taylor, 252-53).

SFor example, Merrill E Unger overlooked the possibility of prephecy
unfulfilled because of disobedience: “Only one conclusion is possible. Non-
premillennial views just do not supply any appropriate place for Ezekiel’s
temple. This great section of Old Testament prophecy must remain wrapped
in darkness and confusion, unless some plan of prophetic interpretation is
provided to give a fitting and suitable future fulfillment to all that is written
in this vision” (Merrill F. Unger, Great Neglected Bible Prophecies [Chicago: Scrip-
ture Press, 1955], 62).



AN OVERVIEW OF EZEKIEL 40—48
Symbolic Christian

Strengths

1. It utilizes the same type of symbolic terminology used by
John in Revelation. John’s new Jerusalem had numerous paral-
lels to the temple described by Ezekiel.

2. Itprovides a framework for Christianity, with its connec-
tion and relationship to the Old Testament forms (in a way simi-
lar to type/antitype fulfillment).

3. It draws upon the promise of the Davidic king who will
rule His people (as promised in 34:23, 24). The rule of the Mes-
siah is seen through His church. (Jesus is head of the church
that He built [Mt. 16:16-18; Eph. 1:22, 23]).

4. Itprovides an all-important prophecy of the church, which
is otherwise absent in the Old Testament.

Weaknesses

1. It has no bearing or relevance to those of Ezekiel’s day.

2. It is nowhere used or referred to by the inspired writers
of the New Testament; there is no application of this to the
church. If this were the glorious prediction of the church, there
would be one or more direct quotes.

3. Even when applied to Christianity, the forms, the priest-
hood, and the tribal allotments in Ezekiel 40—48 do not fit logi-
cally with the pattern of Christianity. The interpreter has to
stretch and make unsubstantiated parallels, leaving solid exe-
getical principles and engaging in speculation.

Apocalyptic

Strengths
-1';:3 allows for a message given directly to the exiles. This
_section of prophecy, interpreted i '
them with hope for their future. It describes “the glorious fu-
ture of the people of God in the age to come in terms which the
Jews of that day would understand.”

*Hoekema, 205.
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2. It fits with previous non-apocalyptic passages in which
Ezekiel described a return to the land (see 34:11-19; 36:8-38; 37-1—
10, 11-28). |

3. It provides a logical connection with 39:21-29 and fits with
the apocalyptic style of writing in chapters 38 and 39.

4. It was the view held by Jewish interpreters, who did not
seek a literal application or fulfillment of these chapters.

5. Ezekiel was clearly using figurative and symbolic lan-
guage (see 40:2, 3; 43:1-5).

6. He made no mention of the high priest, an inexcusable
oversight if he intended for the temple to be built literally in the
Old Testament or was giving a prophetic view of a millennium.
(The work and function of the high priest is a key idea in the
New Testament.)

7. There are contradictions to laws given by Moses

(for ex-
ample, in sizes, duties, and allotments).

Weaknesses

1. _Apocalyptic language does not use this much detai] Op-
posing this position, Alexander wrote, “The many details of these
chapters diffi i
proach just described, for such an approach can only d
generalities. The details would have li ing,”10
‘W<2. It leaves many verses unanalyvzed because
_tion can be made. This appears to be a waste of space.

ADDITIONAL NOTES

Other Purposes

Other purposes of this section include the following, accord-
ing to Taylor:!
L. The text illustrates “the perfection of God’s plan for His

restored people, symbolically expressed in the immaculate sym-
metry of the temple building.”

YAlexander, 907.
"Taylor, 253.



AN OVERVIEW OF EZEKIEL 40—48

2. It shows “the centrality of worship in the new age, its
importance being expressed in the scrupulous concern for de-
tail in the observance of its rites.”

3. Itreaffirms “the abiding presence of the Lord in the midst
of His people.”

4. It shows “the blessings that will flow from God’s pres-
ence to the barren places of the earth (the river of life).”

5. It demonstrates “the orderly allocation of duties and privi-
leges to all God’s people, as shown both in the temple duties

and in the apportionment of the land (a theme taken up in Rev.
7:4-8).71

Dispensational/Premillennial View:
Practices Incompatible with Christianity .

Here is a list of elements which make the dispensational/
premillennial view incompatible with Christianity:

Animal blood sacrifices. The writer of Hebrews stated that “it
is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins”
(10:4). Why would there be a return to this futile system? Only
the blood of Jesus can wash away sin. These sacrifices were only
a “shadow” and not the “very form of things” (Heb. 10:1).

The Aaronic/Levitical priesthood (44:10-31). The law of Christ
declares all Christians to be priests (1 Pet. 2:5-9; Rev. 1:6). The
priesthood of Christ is superior to that of the old covenant (Heb.
7:1-28).

Old Testament festivals (45:18—46:15). Paul declared that fes-
tivals, new moons, and Sabbath days are no more than “a mere
shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ”
(Col. 2:16, 17; see Heb. 8:5; 10:1).

A physical temple. The New Testament shows the better way—
that “the Most High does not dwell in houses made by human
hands” (Acts 7:48). It teaches that the temple of God is the church

*”These are of course only the main themes which Ezekiel seems to be
expressing in this apocalyptic sequence. There is much more which can be
adduced through detailed exposition. But if the vision is interpreted on these
lines, and not as prophecy in the conventional sense, readers will be spared
the necessity of trying to look for some fulfillment of the words in past or
future history” (Ibid., 254).
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(1 Cor. 3:16), the bodies of Christians (1 Cor. 6:19, 20). Paul noted
that the “Spirit of God” resides in these temples—in us, not in
some physical edifice.

Temple worship. It was a part of the old system, which Jesus
told the Samaritan woman was soon to pass (Jn. 4:20-24).

Tribal allotments (47:13—48:29). This concept is contrary to
the “new heavens and a new earth” (2 Pet. 3:13) and the por-
trayal of our eternal abode (see Rev. 22:1-5).

Evidence That the Old Testament Leads to Christ

The following Scriptures show that the Old Testament was
designed to lead us to Christ and the events of the first century,
not to reach beyond it:

Luke 24:44—47. All of the divisions of the Old Testament, in-
cluding the Prophets, were fulfilled in Jesus.

Matthew 11:13. The Law and the Prophets brought us to John's
ministry, not beyond it.

Luke 16:16a. The Law and the Prophets “were proclaimed
unto John; since that time the gospel of the kingdom of God has
been preached” (emphasis added). The Old Testament did not
proclaim events beyond the work and ministry of John, Jesus,
and the apostles.

Acts 26:22, 23. The Old Testament predicted the ministry,
death, and resurrection of Christ.

1 Peter 1:10-12. The prophets testified regarding the coming
grace connected with “the sufferings of Christ, and the glories -
to follow.”

2 Timothy 1:10. Jesus “brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel.” Teachings regarding future rewards were
not found in the Old Testament. Such was not the intended pur-
pose of the prophets; their job was to prepare people for Christ.
Then Christ and His apostles would teach what was to come In
the future.
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Ezekiel

1.

2.

3.

4.

Why study Ezekiel right after Jeremiah?
Jeremiah prophesied in Jerusalem with Ezekiel.

Daniel — 3" year of reign of Jehoaikim
1 captivity — Daniel, Shadrach

Ezekiel — 5" year of King Jehoaichin captivity

First 33 chapters has to do with Ezekiel’s prophesy before the fall.

Second, he then prophesied after the fall of Jerusalem.

“That ye may know that I am the Lord” — key to the book — 72 times.

L.

2.

3.

God intended for them to be a light to the nations about them
But they left the wrong impression about God.

Their captivity would help Israel to see that idols did them no good.

Ezekiel by Chapters

1.

2.

e

Chapters‘ 1-3 — Call of the prophet and commission.
4-7 — Promises of destruction of Jerusalem.

8-11 — God forsaking the temple.

12-19 — Exposure of the sins that were so prevalent to let them know the why of the
~ captivity.

20-23 — The righteousness of God in sending them into captivity. |
24 — The siege of the fall of the city.

23-32 — Prophecies to the nation.

33-39 — Promise of better times.

40-48 — The beauty of the new and restored kingdom.
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Ezekiel by Chapters
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Chapters' 1-3 — Call of the prophet and commission.
4-7 — Promises of destruction of Jerusalem.
8-11 — God forsaking the temple..

12-19 — Exposure of the sins that were so prevalent to let them know the why of the
captivity.

20-23 — The righteousness of God in sending them into captivity.
24 — The siege of the fall of the city.

25-32 — Prophecies to the nation.

33-39 — Promise of better times.

40-48 — The beauty of the new and restored kingdom.

| %Q . ’



East TN School of Preaching

Page 1 of 2

From: "Mark McWhorter" <mtmevb@chulavistabooks.com>
To: "mcwhorter, mark" <mtmcvb@chulavistabooks.com>
Sent: Friday, December 01, 2006 1:35 AM

Subject: Wisdom's Corner 10-50

Wisdom's Corner
Volume 10 number 50
Water Issued Out

In Ezekiel 47, God gives Ezekiel an interesting picture of the church
and Christ.

Ezekiel sees a small trickle of water coming out of from the right side
of the wall of the Holy Place.

This water is representative of salvation which comes from Jesus and his
word. The trickle of water

goes underneath the outer wall of the Temple and runs down to the Jordan
River.

As the water travels from the Temple it grows from just a trickle to a
raging river. Ezekiel says

it was only ankle deep, then knee deep, then waist deep, and then so
deep and raging that he

could not swim across it. This represents the tiny beginning of

salvation for the world. At first

only a small number of Jews were converted on Pentecost. But as
salvation was preached, more

Jews were converted. Then salvation was preached to Gentiles and many
were converted.

The water which had flowed down through the Jordan River entered the
Dead Sea. Nothing can live in

the Dead Sea because of the salt content. But the waters of salvation
bring life to the Dead Sea. Fishermen

are shown pulling many out of the now living waters. This is a picture
of Christians catching men through

the teaching of the gospel. The Dead Sea is representative of Gentiles
receiving salvation.

I am glad that Jesus was willing to die on the cross for our sins. I am

glad that he has given us

a way to salvation. Read your Bible. Learn what is necessary to obey God
and receive salvation.

And if any of this is hard to understand, ask an adult to help you.

>Wisdom's Corner is a free weekly column for children. It is designed to
>encourage them to study the Bible. Permission is granted to use the

12/4/2006
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Ezekiel - Prophet Of Reality & Hope

HE WAS A PROPHET IN A STRANGE
land. His name was Fzekiel, which means
“God strengthens”—a suggestion of the keen
need he would have in the challenging role
assigned him by the Creator.

Ezekiel was a part of that group taken
captive into Babylon during the reign of
Jehoichin (2 Kgs. 24:14-15). He was of a
priestly lineage, possibly of Zadok heritage

"e only priestly group not guilty of apos-

sy during the time of the monarchy; cf.
Ezek. 44:15ff). Little is known of his per-
sonal life. He had his own house in the com-
munity of Telabib by the river Chebar (3:15,
24; 8:1). Ezekiel was married, though his
wife died in the ninth year of the captivity
(24:16-18)—a fact that became significant
in his preaching.

It is generally believed that the expres-
sion “thirtieth year” (1:1) refers to his age at
the time he commenced his prophetic min-
istry in Babylon—in the fifth year of
Jehoiachin’s captivity (which began in 597
B.C.). This was more than a half-dozen years
prior to the actual fall of Jerusalem. This
would suggest that the prophet was born <.
622 B.C. His writing ministry thus spanned
about twenty-two years (29:17).

The Mission
Of The Prophet
The captivity in Babylon was a hard blow
to the proud Israelite spirit. The Hebrews
simply could not bring themselves to believe
rhat this subjugation would last the full sev-
y years that Jeremiah had announced (cf,
+3:12). Jewish false prophets had arisen, at-
tempting to provide some relief from the

dreaded years ahead. They suggested, for
instance, that the imprisonment would last
only a couple of years, and then Judah and
her sacred treasures would be restored to the
homeland (cf. Jer. 28:3). It was Ezekiel’s chal-
lenging task to give his brethren a “reality
check.” They would have to serve the full
compliment of seventy years!

The Divisions
Of The Book

Ezekiel was commissioned to accomplish
several tasks. (1) He would remove the false
hope that many entertained regarding the
prospect of an early return to Canaan. (2)
In the earlier portion of his ministry, he
would soberly warn of the coming destruc-
tion of the sacred city (Jerusalem) itself. (3)
He would provide hope of an eventual resto-
ration to the holy land. (4) Finally, he would
proclaim that Israel’s greatest hope was in the
coming of the Messiah and the building of a
more glorious “temple.” Actually, the de-
struction of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. forms a
sort of “watershed” point in the book of Ezek-
iel. Chapters 1-32 contain prophecies made
before Jerusalem’s fall. Chapters 33-48 em-
body those predictions given following that
catastrophe.

This book of forty-eight chapters rather
easily divides into several sections. First, there
is the material dealing with the prophet’s call
to his important office (chapters 1-3). Sec-
ond, there is a series of judgment prophecies
directed against Judah—prior to the fall of
Jerusalem (4-24). Third, there are prophetic
declarations of judgment directed to several
neighboring pagan peoples (25-32). Finally,

9

there is the glorious hope of the future—first
in the restoration to the land; ultimately,
though, in the coming of the Messianic king-
dom (Chapters 33-48).

In the balance of this article, let us con-
sider some of these matters.

The Prophet’s Initial Vision &
The Majesty of Jehovah

God sometimes prepares a man for a par-
ticularly demanding role in a rather dramatic
fashion. It was true in the case of Moses at
Sinai, Isaiah in Judah, Jesus on the Mount of
Transfiguration, Paul on the Damascus road,
and John on Patmos. It was no less the case
with Ezekiel.

In a dramatic series of visions (1:1£f), the
prophet saw four creatures emerge from a fi-
ery cloud. They were similar to men but had
four faces—like that of a man, a lion, an ox,
and an eagle (v. 10). They had hands like
men but feet like calves (7-8). Each creature
had four wings, two of which covered the
body (11), and two that stretched upward
supporting “the likeness of a firmament” (22-
23). Their appearance was like burning coals
of fire, and their movements were as flashes
oflightning (13-14). Beneath these four crea-
tures were four wheels, and each was fash-
ioned as “a wheel within a wheel,” thus en-
abling them to move in four directions with-
out turning. Moreover, the rims of the wheels
were “full of eyes” (15-18). Above all of this
was a throne upon which sat one who had
the “appearance of a man,” and who was sur-
rounded by a fiery and glorious brightness
(26-28). Ezekiel was overpowered by the vi-
sion and fell on his face.
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It is tragic that bizarre interpretations
have been assigned to these symbols in mod-
rn times. A few years back, Erich von
Daniken, in his book, Chariots of the Gods,
contended that this description depicted fly-
ing saucers with aliens from outer space. This
is the epitome of foolishness.

The four living creatures are plainly iden-
tified as heavenly cherubim (cf. 10:15, 20).
Cherubim were an order of angels, employed
by God in a number of important roles (see
Gen. 3:24; Ex. 25:22). Jewish tradition sug-
gested that: “Man is exalted among creatures;
the eagle is exalted among birds: the ox is
exalted among domestic animals; the lion is
exalted among the wild beasts, and greatness
has been given them, yet they are stationed
below the chariot of the Holy One” (Midrash
Rabbah Shemoth, No. 23, on Ex. 15:1). This
vision is doubtless designed to reflect
Jehovah's supremacy and sovereignty over the
entire creation.

The wheels, assembled at right angles to
facilitate movement in all directions, most
likely represented the fact that the Almighty
is ever-present throughout the entire uni-
verse. He fills heaven and earth (Jer. 23:24).
The multidirectional wheels, “full of eyes,”

uggest the constant watchfulness of the all-
seeing Creator. Finally, the One sitting upon
the throne was in “the likeness of the glory
of Jehovah” (28). What an awesome scene
to inaugurate the prophet into his noble min-
istry. What thrilling descriptives of the traits
of the great 1 AM!

But let us notice some additional data in
this amazing Old Testament book.

Prophecies
Regarding Tyre

Prophecy is one of the powerful evidences
of the divine nature of the Bible. Ezekiel’s
predictive declarations regarding the ancient
city of Tyre are astounding indeed.

Tyre was an important seaport commu-
nity on the Phoenician coast in the north-
west region of Palestine. There actually were
two “Tyres”—one on the mainland, and an-
other called Tyre “in the midst of the sea”
(Assyrian inscriptions; cf. Ezek. 27:25-26).

Tyre is first mentioned in the Bible in
the book of Joshua, where it is described as a
“fortified city” (19:29). The ancient histo-
-ian Herodotus dated the founding of the city
at more than 2,700 years before the birth of
Christ. There are historical references to its

existence from the 14th century B.C.

Tyre was a wicked city. She was a terror
to her neighbors (Ezek. 26:17). Joel con-
demned her for trafficking in slavery (3:6).
There is a tablet in the British Museum which
records the transaction of the sale of two
Hebrew slaves to an Assyrian woman by a
citizen of Tyre for $135. Tyre’s wealth was
legendary (she piled up silver like dust - Zech.
9:3), and her awful pride was to be her un-
doing. Jehovah, through his prophets, an-
nounced the eventual doom of this seaside
community (see Ezek. 26:2-29:18; Isa. 23:1-
17; Jer. 25:22; 27:3; 47:4; Joel 3:4-8; Amos
1:9-10; Zech. 9:2-4).

But the destruction of this area was ac-
complished in stages, and involved both
mainland Tyre, and the island-city just off
the coast. Some prophecies, therefore, refer
to the former, and some to the latter (New-
ton, 159fF). This concept is most important
in harmonizing the various OT texts which
assert the fall of this region.

Tyre was besieged on several occasions in
the ancient past, but its first really devastat-
ing blow was during the regime of the
Babylonian ruler, Nebuchadnezzar. This hea-
then force came against the stubborn city and
assaulted it for 13 years. Tyre was defeated
in 572 B.C., which signaled the demise of
Phoenician national life. A third of a cen-
tury later, Tyre came under the control of
the Persians—though she still prospered as a
trading and export center, widely known for
her commerce in cedar (cf. Ezra 3:7; Neh.
13:16).

Inc. 333 B.C,, the brilliant military com-
mander, Alexander the Great, swept through
the Persian territories. In Phoenicia, Sidon
and various other communities quickly sur-
rendered to the Greek ruler, but Tyre was
determined to resist.

Because she was situated at this time on
the island, about a half-mile off the coast,
with a strong wall (150 high) on her main-
land side (one stone of which has been found,
measuring 17 feet long by 61/2 feet thick),
Tyre elected to resist the Greek assault.
Alexander did not want a protracted mili-
tary effort; accordingly, he took stones, tim-
ber, and soil—f{rom old, mainland Tyre—and
with these components constructed a cause-
way, 2 half-mile long and 200 feet wide, out
to the island (the water was about 18 feet
deep). Thisambitious effort remarkably ful-
filled one of Ezekiel’s prophecies. “. .. [TThey
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shall lay your stones and your timber and
your dust in the midst of the waters” (26:12).

For seven months the labor continue”
with considerable hardships along the w:._
Eventually, Alexander was able to roll huge
war machines (battering rams and engines
for propelling massive stones) across the isth-
mus to assault the east wall, while his navy
(ships commandeered from Sidon) attacked
the southern side of the city. A breach was
made in the wall, and thousands of Greek
soldiers poured into the city, slaughtering
men, women and children. The vanquished
city was torched (see Amos 1:10; Zech. 9:4),
and some 2,000 citizens of Tyre were cruci-
fied on the nearby seashore. Alexander, who
had hitherto been thought of as modest and
gentle, as military men go, now assumed the
mantle of a haughty and cruel despot, though
he was but of the tender age of 22! Asa com-
mander, Alexander was both brilliant and
brave; as a humanitarian, he had a withered
soul (Abbott, Chapter VII).

And so Ezekiel’s vivid previews of the
destruction of Tyre were fulfilled dramarically,
some two and one-half centuries after the
“prophet of reality” declared them so.

This note also must be added. While
Alexander served as the instrument, God £
mighty was the Cause of Tyre’s destruction.
The ways of Providence are mysterious in-
deed. Make no mistake about it: the Lord
will deal with those who rebel against him.
And let us remember this: These things were
written for our learning (Rom. 15:4).

“My Servant David”

Following the destruction of Jerusalem
(586 B.C.), Ezekiel focused on a message of
deliverance. In Chapter 34, he begins by de-
livering a blistering rebuke to certain irre-
sponsible “shepherds” in Israel, who had
abandoned their duty. Presently, though, he
sweeps forward across the centuries with the
glad tidings of a coming time when the Lord
would raise up a new Shepherd, who is called
“my servant David” (v. 23). This, of course,
was not the former “David,” who had been
dead four centuries; rather, this was David’s
illustrious offspring, the Lord Jesus (Mt. 1:1;
Rev. 22:16). There is a common figure of
speech employed in the Bible known as me-
tonymy. One form of this is when the “type” -
is used for the “antitype.” So, in this cas
“David” stands for his famous descendai

Christ (cf. 37:24; Hos. 3:5).
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In the context of 34:20ff, the “servant
David” is described in the following fashion.
‘a) He is the “one shepherd,” i.e., the exclu-

ve leader over his people (cf. Mt. 28:18; Eph.
1:20ff). (b) As “prince” he possesses regal
authority (Acts 3:15; 5:31). (c) He would
initiate the ‘covenant of peace” (cf. M. 26:28;
Eph. 2:14ff). (d) His people shall dwell in
safety (cf. Isa. 11:6ff; Jn. 10:28). (e) Showers
of blessings will accompany their lives (Eph.
1:3). (f) They will be fruitful(Rom. 7:4; Col.
1:6). (g) They will be delivered from their en-
emies (2 Tim. 4:18; Rev. 19:11ff).

In a further oracle, the prophet sees the
kingdoms of Israel and Judah being reunited
under the regime of “my servant David”
(37:15ff). As in Jeremiah 33:14-26, this
looks to the days of the Messiah’s kingdom,
when people of all ethnic backgrounds flow
into the house of God (cf. Isa. 2:2-4). Sa-
maritans and Jews became a part of the one
spiritual family (Acts 8:4-17), and the same
was true for Jews and Gentiles (Gal. 3:28-
29). Within the body of Christ, all men can
be united in their worship of the true God
(cf. Jn. 4:19-26).

Before leaving this section we must make
two comments relative to some very unusual

leas that have grown up around these pas-
oages. First, there is the dispensational no-
tion that the “David” of these texts is the /iz-
eral David, the son of Jesse, and that this text
refers to his resurrection from the dead dur-
ing the so-called “millennial reign” of Christ
(Dyer, 1295). Sucha view is absolutely false.
The Messiah’s reign takes place while David
is “sleeping” in the grave with his ancestors
(2 Sam. 7:12ff). Second, the odd notion,
advocated by the Mormon Church, that the
two “sticks” mentioned in Ezekiel 37 repre-
sent the Bible and the Book of Mormon, is
sheer fantasy, having no support from that
context or elsewhere.

Ezekiel’s Temple
One of the beauty spots of Ezekiel’s com-
position is the prophecy concerning a glori-
ous temple of the future. The vision regard-
ing this structure was received in the 25th
year of the captivity (14 years after Jerusalem’s
fall), and the record of it is found in chapters
40-48. It was designed to give hope to a de-
spondent people in a foreign land.
There are but two possible interpretative
ailosophies regarding this vision. (1)-It re-
fers to the building of a literal temple in

Israel’s future; or, (2) The imagery is symbolic,
denoting an ideal spiritual environment
wherein “Jehovah is there” (cf. 48:35).
Which of these is viable?

The premillennial theory subscribes to
the first of these; i.e., the notion that Fzekiels
temple is a literal edifice to be constructed
during the “millennial reign” of Christ, which
supposedly commences just following his
Second Coming. This view contends that
the resurrected saints, together with the con-
verted Jewish nation that returns to Pales-
tine, will divide the holy land as described
by Ezekiel. They will build the temple of
the prophet’s vision and institute a system of
worship which conforms to the Mosaic sys-
tem, with all its animal sacrifices. The sacri-
fices, it is argued, will be memorial, not aton-
ing (Archer, 362ff).

This view is to be rejected without hesi-
tation—though it is popularly entertained by
a host of denominationalists. The pre-
millennial theory of Ezekiel’s temple is falla-
cious for the following reasons.

(1) Premillennialism itself is a false theory.
It finds no substantial basis in the Scriptures.
Of course Revelation 20:1ff is appealed to as
the support text for the millennial scheme.
But does it stand to reason that if Christ is to
reign for 1,000 years in Palestine, after his
return, such an event is mentioned nowhere
else in the entire Bible—save in this solitary
chapter, which, admittedly, is deeply sym-
bolic? The fact is, had Jesus intended to es-
tablish an earthly regime, he easily could have
done so during the days of his earthly so-
journ. Following the miraculous feeding of
the multitude with the loaves and fish (Jn.
6:14f), the Hebrew people wanted to take the
Lord, and by force, “make him [their] king”
(6:15), The Savior rejected such advances.
He plainly raught that his kingdom was not
an “of this world” sort (Jn. 18:36).

(2) The premillennial view contradicts
the very design of the Mosaic economy, as a
temporal measure, and bestows upon it a sig-
nificance that is antagonistic to the very spirit
of Christianity. If there is a truth that rings
manifestly clear in the New Testament, it is
surely this. The Old Testament economy was
never anything but a temporary phenom-
enon, the design of which was to prepare the
way for the coming of the Savior. The law was
but a “tutor,” whose mission was to direct
men to Jesus (Gal. 3:24). It was not the sub-
stance, but merely a “shadow of the things
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to come” (Col. 2:17), and it was permanently
abrogated at Calvary (so the force of the per-
fect tense verbal “hath taken” in verse 14. See
Robertson, 494). Who can read the book of
Hebrews, noting the contrast between the
Mosaic system and the “better” New Testa-
ment regime, and still believe that God in-
tends for his people to return to the “carnal”
administration (cf. Heb. 9:10)?

(3) The premillennial concept of Ezekiel’s
temple is burdened with absurdity. For ex-
ample, the temple’s “outer court” measured
500 “reeds” on each side (42:15ff). Each
“reed” was 6 Babylonian cubits (a minimum
of 21 inches each), which would indicate that
the temple court was about a mile in each
direction—l/arger than the entire city of Jerusa-
lem (see McClintock, 258).

Additionally, the temple is supposed to
be located in the center of a sacred parcel of
ground that measures 25,000 “reeds” on each
side, which, according to the figure given in
40:5 (1 reed = 6 cubits), would make the holy
area almost 50 miles in each direction. There
is not enough room, in Palestine proper, to
accommodate a region of that size—with
Jerusalem at its center! Obviously, the narra-
tive is highly figurative, much like numerical
symbols in Revelation (cf. 21:10ff). The fact
is, we have ample New Testament evidence
that the “temple” motif of the Old Testament
finds its realization in the church of Christ (1
Cor. 3:16; Eph. 2:21-22).

Finally, it is apparent that the supernatu-
ral river that flows out of the temple, all the
way to the sea of Arabah (Dead Sea), healing
those waters of their saltiness, is a symbol
(47:11f). The millennialists, of course, con-
tend that God will appropriately “redesign”
Palestine to facilitate the descriptives of
Ezekiels vision! That is desperate.

The book of Ezekiel is a thrilling docu-
ment. It is unfortunate that it has been so
crassly abused. wy
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(') Ezekiel - Introduction
David B. Smith

I. Setting:

A. Historical background.
1. 745 BC - Tiglath-pileser III began a reconnaissance quest to the West.
2. 738 BC - TP III arrives at the gates of Samaria (Pekah is king).
a. Pekah goes to Syria and forms an alliance with Ephraim (Rezin is king).

b. Together, they then moved to form an alliance with Judah (Ahaz is king). Ahaz
refuses involvement.

c. Syria and Ephraim turn on Judah out of anger and war against her. This was known
as the Syro-Ephramatic War [cf. Isaiah 7].

d. Judah seeks to form an alliance with either Egypt or Assyria, and eventually forms
and alliance with Assyria [this involved them swearing loyalty to Assyria].

3.722 BC - Side tracked with their battle against Judah, Samaria and the Northern
Kingdom fall to Assyrian captivity.

4.711 BC - Sargon, new Assyrian ruler, turns on Judah, and devastates the countries
of Judah and Philistia.

5.705 BC - Sennacherib, current Assyrian leader, seeks to secure his provinces. Judah
turns to Egypt for alliance.

6. Judah’s condition:
a. Prospered under the righteous influence of men like Isaiah.
b. Judah sees revival and spiritual uplifting under the leadership of Hezekiah.

c. Hezekiah’s good was undone by his evil son Manasseh. Manasseh’s son Amon
followed in his father’s footsteps and did evil.
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d. Amon’s son, Josiah, brought renewal to Judah. In 621 BC, a copy of the Mosaic law
was discovered in the Temple (where it was supposed to be - but note the spiritual

condition of the people), and upon reading it, was moved to fully obey it.
Though Josiah did much with his reforms, he did not bring about full restoration.

7. Assyria’s reign as the world superpower was slowly diminishing. They had dominated
for nearly 250 years, and the Babylonian government was on the rise.

8. 612 BC - The Babylonian empire defeats the Assyrian world power, crushing Nineveh.

9. 609 BC - Pharaoh Neco (Egypt) marches to aid the Assyrian remnant. Josiah meets the
Egyptian force at Megiddo with the intent of preventing them from joining with
Assyrian forces. Josiah is killed in the battle.

10. 605 BC - Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, attacks the combined forces at Carchemish
on the Euphrates and demolishes Assyria - Babylon is the new world power.

11. 605 BC - Babylonians push their conquest to the South and invade Judah, taking
many prisoners [to include Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah].

12. 601 BC - While the ongoing battle between Egypt and Babylon is at a stalemate,
Jehoiakim rebels.

13. 598 BC - December 9, Jehoiakim dies during the month that the Babylonians
began to attack Judah. '

14. 597 BC - Jehoiachin, son of Jehoiakim, surrenders to Babylon - 10,000 people
are taken captive [Ezekiel is among this group].

B. Current setting:

1. Due to the message of the false prophets, Zedekiah was persuaded to rebel against
Babylon.

2. 588 BC - Babylon begins to lay siege on Jerusalem, having already destroyed the
fortified cities of the Judean hill country.

3. 586 BC - In the fall of 586, Jerusalem is destroyed by Babylon.

4. This was a period of great turmoil and unrest. It was a time of gross immorality
among God’s people, who had fallen from grace. It was during this chaotic period
that Ezekiel prophesied.

a. They were a rebellious people, 2:4; 3:7.
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b. They refuse to obey God, 5:6,7.
c. Defiled the sanctuary, 5:11.
d. Rampant idolatry, 6:13.

e. Summation - 9:9.

II. The Man, Ezekiel:
A. His name.

1. The Hebrew vechezge’l means: “God strengthens,” or “God is strong.”
2. Ezekiel is not mentioned by name by any other inspired writer.
3. His name appears only twice in the Book attributed to him.
4. His name, like all of the other prophets, would reflect his message:
a. Ezekiel was to preach to people label as stiff-hearted and of a hard forehead.
b. 2:5; 3:7,8
. His family and function.
1. He was the son of Buzi - nothing known about him.
2. He was a priest/prophet - but a priest first.
a. Book seems to suggest that he was of the line of Zadok [40:46; 43:19; 44:15,16].
b. I Kings 2:35 - the Zadok line came to prominence during the reformation of Josiah.

c. This line was considered part of Jerusalem’s aristocracy - seems to account for the
fact that he was carried off to Babylon in 597.

3. Ezekiel had a wife, but in the ninth year of his captivity, just four years after beginning
his prophetic ministry - she dies [cf. chap. 24].

C. His background/influences.

1. He would have been greatly influenced by the reforms of Josiah. Ezekiel’s childhood
(up to age 13) coincided with the push to reform Judah to spiritual fidelity.



2. Bzekiel’s writings seems to portray, rather obviously, his deep impressment with the
services of the Temple.

3. His life coincided with the life of the fiery Jeremiah; surely this would influence the
devout man of God.

4. His deportation to Babylon, no doubt, had a great impact/influence on hinv/his writings.
a. Settled in Tel-Abib (3:15), near the river Chebar (1:3).
b. He knew that Babylonian captivity would last only seventy years (Jeremiah 25:11).
D. His prophetic ministry.
1. Most likely, the reference to the 30th year in 1:1 is a reference to his age.
2. Continued to prophesy until the age of 52.
a. Began in 593 BC.

b. Last recorded prophecy - April 28, 573 (40:1). Plus or minus a year, he likely
prophesied for 22 years.

3. A Jewish legend states that Ezekiel was executed by a Jewish prince because of his
message. According to the legend he was buried in the tomb of Shem and Arphaxad.

This is pure speculation, though interesting.

4. He was contemporary with Jeremiah and Daniel (14:14,20; 28:3).

III. The Book:

A. Authorship.
1. The book claims to be by Ezekiel.
a. 1:1; 8:1; 33:1; 40:1-4

b. There is no reason to discredit what the Bible affirms, except to try and discredit the
Bible itself.

2. Six factors for Ezekielian authorship:

a. Balanced structure and logical arrangement.



b. Autobiographical nature.
c. Clear chronological sequence.
d. Internal consistency of the message within the structural balance.
e. Uniformity of language and style.
f. Consistency of Ezekiel’s personality throughout the book.
B. Canonicity.

1. The Book of Ezekiel was one of five antilegomena - books spoken against - in the
Hebrew canon.

7. There were certain Jewish rabbis that were convinced Ezekiel did not harmonize with
the law of Moses.

3. However, the Jew’s failure to understand the message of Ezekiel does not disprove
its canonicity. The book is truly canonical.

4. Externally, its canonicity has been proven:
a. Ezekiel was included in the LXX, 'which came about ca. 280 BC.
b. Josephus numbered this among those books counted as the canon of the Scripture.
c. It was listed in the Talmud as belonging to the canon.
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