
Ancient Words—---Bible Facts 

The Amazing Bible!  What a book and collection of books!  What a resource for 

the human race!  Divided in two distinct testaments (OT and NT), it is generally 

agreed by most scholars that the content of the OT scripture was written during the 

period of 1400 BC until 400 BC.  The NT was written between 50 AD and 100 

AD.  The 39 books of the OT and the 27 books of the NT comprise the 66 books of 

the Bible written over a period of 1,500 years by direction of the Holy Spirit to 40 

different scribes with no contradictions, errors, or imperfections.  God even 

worked it out so that the very first book printed in the world was the Bible--printed 

on a Gutenberg press, 1454 AD, in Germany.  To complement the written words of 

Bible scripture, chapter divisions were created by Cardinal Hugo de Sancto Caro in 

1250 AD.   Numerical verses were created by Rabbi Nathan (OT) in 1448 and 

Robert (Estienne) Stevens (NT) in 1550 AD.  Interestingly, Mr. Stevens reportedly 

executed the task of numbered verses while making a 300 mile horseback journey 

from Lyons to Paris, France.  Dr. Louis Klopsch, a German immigrant printer in 

New York City, improved text with Jesus’ words in Red and in 1899 issued the 

Red Letter New Testament.  The Blue Red and Gold Letter Bible (BRG Bible), 

issued in 2010, places God’s words in Blue, Jesus’ words in Red and the Holy 

Spirit’s name in Gold letters. 

The long-standing King James Version was published in 1611 and revised in 1881.  

The development of other translations as NIV, NLT, ESV, NKJV and others, have 

changed words to try and better suit the ever changing language.  Now, combined 

with the dead-sea scrolls discovery in 1946-47, easier read versions of the Bible 

abound.  However, different from the new revisions and new translations, the 

additional features of chapters, verses, red letter, and blue-red-gold letter are 

primary reading and study enhancements that have occurred over the course of the 

past 900 years which have been formulated without altering any scripture text 

whatsoever for the Bible.  

The word “Bible” is actually not in the Bible.  The word comes from the Latin 

word “biblia” meaning books.  It took many years for the canonization of the 66 

books beginning officially with the Council of Nicaea in 325 AD up until the 

Council of Trent in 1546 AD.  The first English translation of the Bible was by 

John Wycliffe in 1382 AD.  The entire Bible first appeared with chapters and 



verses in the Geneva Bible of 1560 AD.  The Bible--the Holy Bible--has been 

translated into over 1200 languages of the world and remains to be the largest 

seller of all books ever published.  Ancient Words—our Holy Bible--perfectly 

preserved for the good of mankind--truly amazing!                                                                                      
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