
 Figures and Parables that Describe the Church 

 
 
Introduction:  Jesus and the apostles loved to use figures and parables to explain things more clearly than 
is possible in ordinary language.  There are many figures and comparisons in scripture which help us to 
understand better the church and relationships within it.  In this lesson we will look at the church as the 
kingdom of God, the body of Christ, the family of God, the temple of God, the vine and branches, the flock 
of the shepherd and the bride of Christ. 
 
 
1. The church as the kingdom of God. 
 

A. Christ is the king - Luke 1:32, 33; 19:11, 12. 
 

B. Christians are the subjects or citizens of the kingdom - Colossians 1:13; Revelation 1:6, 9. 
 

C. The territory of the kingdom is the hearts of people - Luke 17:20, 21; Jeremiah 31:33. 
 

D. People are born into citizenship in the kingdom through conversion and baptism - John 
3:3, 5. 

 
E. The law or constitution of the kingdom is the New Testament - Hebrews 9:15; Jeremiah 

31:31-34. 
 

F. The people of the kingdom are to obey the king - Matthew 7:21; Luke 6:46. 
 

G. The kingdom of Christ is spiritual.  It is not a political or earthly kingdom - John 18:36; 
Luke 17:20, 21. 

 
 
2. The church as the body of Christ - 1 Corinthians 12:4-31; Romans 12:3-8. 
 

A. The head of the body is Christ - Ephesians 1:22, 23; 4:11-16; 5:23; Colossians 1:18; 1 
Corinthians 11:3. 

 
B. Because there is one head, there is one body - 1 Corinthians 12:12, 13; Ephesians 4:4; 

Romans 12:5 (Because its extent is perfectly known only to God, we sometimes refer to it 
as "the invisible church," the total of all those in the world who trust and obey the head). 

 
C. Christians are the many and various members of the body -1 Corinthians 12:12, 14, and 

27. 
 

1) We are all baptized by one Spirit into the one body - 1 Corinthians 12:13. 
 

2) Since they are all members of the same body, Christians should not divide from 
each other or fight against each other - 1 Corinthians 12:12, 25. 

 
3) The members have many different gifts and functions - 1 Corinthians 12:14-31; 

Romans 12:4. 
 

4) Each member should do its own work according to its own gift, happily and to the 
extent of its ability, without envy or jealousy - 1 Corinthians 12:14-31; Romans 
12:6-8. 

 
5) Each member cares for the others and the head cares for all the members - 1 

Corinthians 12:25, 26; Matthew 25:40, 45; Acts 9:4. 
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6) Each member depends upon the work of the other members, and the members 

must cooperate in order for the body to be well and to work well - 1 Corinthians 
12:7, 15-25. 

 
7) The members are to keep themselves clean - 1 Corinthians 6:15-20. 

 
8) The members are all to obey the head - Ephesians 1:22, 23; 5:22-24. 

 
9) The members should never bring shame upon the head - Hebrews 6:4-6; 

compare 1 Corinthians 6:1-6. 
 

10) The members should honor each other - Romans 12:10; 1 Corinthians 12:23. 
 

11) Sometimes a member must be removed from the body in order to save the other 
members from sin - 1 Corinthians 5:1-6, 11-13.  But this should not be done until 
every possible effort has been made to save the diseased member - Galatians 
6:1; Matthew 18:15-18; James 5:19, 20. 

 
 
3. The church as the family or household of God. 
 

A. God is the Father - Matthew 6:9. 
 

1) He gives us our being - James 1:18; John 1:12, 13. 
 

2) He keeps and protects us - Romans 8:31. 
 

3) He supplies all our needs - Matthew 6:25-33; Philippians 4:6, 7, 19. 
 

4) He disciplines us to purify us from evil - Hebrews 12:5-11. 
 

5) He teaches us, feeding us on his word - Matthew 5:6; 4:4. 
 

6) He loves us - 1 John 3:1, 2; 4:7-12. 
 

7) He saves us - Titus 1:3; John 3:16. 
 

B. Jesus is our older brother - Hebrews 2:10-12; Romans 8:17, 29. 
 

C. Christians are children of God - Ephesians 5:1. 
 

1) The seed which begets us is the word of the Spirit of truth, and we are born 
through conversion and baptism - James 1:18; John 3:5 

 
2) Children of God should love Him - Matthew 22:37, 38. 

 
3) Children of God should obey their Father - 1 John 3:10; 1:5, 6. 

 
4) Children in God's family should love each other - 1 John 3:10; Matthew 22:39; 

John 13:34. 
 

5) The children should be concerned about and help with the troubles of their 
brothers and sisters - Philippians 2:4; Galatians 6:1, 2; Galatians 6:10. 
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6) The children should wear the family name - Colossians 3:17; Acts 11:26; 

Ephesians 3:14, 15. 
 

7) The children of God will receive an inheritance - Romans 8:17. 
 

8) Unfaithful children can lose their inheritance - 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10; Hebrews 6:4-
6. 

 
9) The children should have a character (the fruit of the Spirit) like that of their 

Father (in other words, a family resemblance) - Matthew 5:44, 45; 2 Peter 1:3-7. 
 
 
4. The church as the temple of God - 1 Corinthians 3:9, 16, 17; Ephesians 2:19-22; 2 Corinthians 

6:16. 
 

A. The foundation is Christ - 1 Corinthians 3:11; Isaiah 28:16, 17.  In another figure, the 
apostles and prophets are with Christ in the foundation and Christ is the "chief 
cornerstone" - Ephesians 2:20. 

 
B. Christians are the stones in the building - Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:5, 6,9,10. 

 
C. The mortar which bonds or unites the stones is love and the fruit of the Spirit - Colossians 

3:14; Ephesians 4:1-3; Galatians 5:22, 23. 
 

D. A person must not defile the temple of God by sin or destroy it by causing division and 
offenses - 1 Corinthians 6:18-20;  3:16,17;  Luke 17:1,2. 

 
E. Apostles and preachers are builders responsible for wise construction - 1 Corinthians 3:9-

15. 
 
 
5. The church as the vine and branches - John 15:1-14; compare Psalm 80:8-19; Matthew 21:33-44. 
 

A. Christ is the vine - John 15:1. 
 

B. God is the vinedresser - John 15:1. 
 

C. Individual Christians are the branches - John 15:5. 
 

D. The branches are to bear the fruit that God intended (souls saved, Christ-like character 
that brings glory to God) - John 15:8; compare Isaiah 5:1-7; Galatians 5:22, 23; 
Ephesians 5:9. 

 
E. Every branch which bears fruit is pruned so it will bear more - John 15:2; compare 

Hebrews 12:5-11;  James 1:2-4;  Romans 5:3,4. 
 

F. Every fruitless branch is cut off and burned - John 15:2, 6; compare Ezekiel 19:10-14; 
Luke 13:6-9. 

 
G. Life and strength come from the vine.  Everyone who does not maintain his oneness with 

the vine produces no real fruit, but the person who is one with Christ bears abundant fruit 
- John 15:4-8; compare 2 Peter 3:18;  John 14:23;  Galatians 5:22,23. 
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6. The church as the flock of the Shepherd - John 10:1-16, 27, 28; 1 Peter 5:1-4. 
 

A. Jesus is the Good Shepherd and the Chief Shepherd - John 10:11; 1 Peter 5:4; compare 
Psalm 23. 

 
B. Elders/overseers of the local church are shepherds who work under the Chief Shepherd - 

1 Peter 5:1-4;  Acts 20:17,28,29;  Ephesians 4:11.  These will give account for the sheep - 
Hebrews 13:17. 

 
C. Christians are the sheep or flock of God and Christ - Luke 12:32; Psalm 100:3. 

 
D. Jews and Gentiles are united in one flock under Christ - John 10:16. 

 
E. The Shepherd leads, cares for, heals, restores, feeds and protects his sheep even at the 

cost of his life - John 10:3,4,9-11;  Luke 15:3-7;  Psalm 23;  1 Peter 2:21-25.  (The under-
shepherds are called to this same life of service and sacrifice). 

 
F. The Shepherd knows every sheep by name and the sheep know him - John 10:3, 4. 

 
G. There are "hirelings" - bad under shepherds who abuse the flock for their own selfish 

purposes and care nothing and risk nothing for the sheep.  God will punish these. - John 
10:12, 13; Jeremiah 23:1-4; Ezekiel 34:1-10. 

 
H. There are "thieves" - ungodly leaders who do not serve God but themselves, and "kill, 

steal, and destroy" the sheep - John 10:1, 8, 10. 
 

I. There are "wolves" - false teachers and factious people - who pretend to be sheep so 
they can feed on and divide and destroy sheep - John 10:11-15;  Acts 20:28-30;  Matthew 
7:15-23. 

 
 
7. The church as the bride of Christ. 
 

A. The Lord Jesus is the bridegroom - Ephesians 5:23-33; Revelation 19:7-9; Matthew 25:1-
13; 22:1-14. 

 
B. The church is the bride of Christ - Ephesians 5:25-27; 2 Corinthians 11:2; Revelation 

19:7, 8. 
 

C. Satan tries to seduce the bride away from Christ through false teachers - 2 Corinthians 
11:2-4. 

 
D. Christ has bought the church, his bride, with his own blood - Ephesians 5:25; Acts 20:28. 

 
E. Christ has cleansed and prepared the church by the word to make it beautiful in holiness, 

acceptable to him - Ephesians 5:26, 27; compare John 15:3; 2 Corinthians 6:16-18; 7:1. 
 

F. The church must keep itself pure and faithful for Christ until he comes - 2 Corinthians 
11:2-4. 

 
G. The wedding feast will occur in heaven after Jesus comes again - Matthew 25:1-13; 

Revelation 19:7-9; 21:1, 2. 
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1) The time is unknown, and therefore Christians must always keep themselves 
ready - Matthew 25:1-13. 

 
2) We will not be allowed at the wedding feast unless we have put on the garments 

of righteousness - Matthew 22:11-14; compare Revelation 19:7, 8. 
 
 
Conclusion:  These comparisons show the love that exists between Christ and the church, the closeness 
that we must maintain with the Lord, and the high and holy character required of his people.  What a 
blessing beyond comparison it is to belong to Christ, to be his subjects, his body, his family, his temple, his 
branches, his sheep and his beloved bride! 
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