
 

Free Bible commentary on Genesis 24-27 
 
 
 

Introduction:  Isaac was 37 years old when Sarah died.  Abraham is now growing old.  In this lesson 
Abraham takes care of one important piece of unfinished business:  finding a suitable wife for Isaac.  
Isaac marries Rebekah, Abraham's grandniece.  Abraham has children by a wife and several concubines 
in his later life.  He dies at 175.  Isaac and Rebekah have two sons, Jacob and Esau.  When they are 
grown, Jacob steals Esau's birthright and blessing, making Esau very angry. 
 
 

Free Bible study notes on Genesis 24-27 
 
24:2 - Put your hand under my thigh - A custom in those days for oaths. 
 
24:3 - not...from the daughters of the Canaanites - We could appreciate Abraham's apprehension more if 
we understood as he did how morally and spiritually filthy the Canaanite culture was.  This is one of many 
Bible passages underlining the danger of believers marrying unbelievers.  Later, when the Israelites 
entered Canaan, God forbad intermarriage with Canaanites lest the Israelites be led away into pagan 
idolatry with all its immorality, occultism and demonism - Deuteronomy 7:3, 4. 
 
Isaac and Rebekah were equally opposed to Jacob marrying a Canaanite - Genesis 27:46; 28:1.  When 
the Jews who had returned from Babylonian exile married foreign (pagan) wives contrary to God's law, 
they were required to repent and divorce those wives - Ezra 9 and 10.  The Jews who renewed their 
covenant with God under Nehemiah promised not to intermarry with unbelieving foreigners, and some 
who intermarried were rebuked - Nehemiah 10:30; 13:23-27.  Paul warned the Corinthian Christians, "Do 
not be yoked together with unbelievers..." - 2 Corinthians 6:14.  The context is talking about the dangers of 
idolatry and all the wickedness that goes with it.  Paul's warning covers more than just marriage, but it 
would certainly include it.  Paul told widows that they could marry anyone they chose, but "he must belong 
to the Lord" - 1 Corinthians 7:39.  Paul said that if he had a wife, she would be a sister (in the Lord) - 1 
Corinthians 9:5.  He would not have thought of marrying an unbeliever.  The whole spirit of scripture is 
against it. 
 
When one's mate does not know and love the Lord, the spiritual future of the children is endangered, the 
mates cannot share the spiritual things of life, and the believing mate is often drawn away from Christ.  
Even if the believer remains faithful to Christ, he or she is not as free to serve Christ.  The only way to be 
sure you will not marry an unbeliever is to date only believers.  You may become emotionally involved with 
an unbeliever before you fully realize it.  Don't marry just any believer, but a believer really committed to 
God. 
 
Stories are always told about how a Christian won his or her unbelieving mate to Christ.  But for every one 
of those stories, there are many stories of Christians who were hindered or led away from God by the 
unbeliever.  If one is already married to an unbeliever, of course one must honor his or her vows and live 
the kind of example that might convert the unbeliever - 1 Corinthians 7:12-14;  1 Peter 3:1-6. 
 
24:6 - do not take my son back there - Abraham may have been afraid of losing the promised land of 
Canaan if his descendants were not there. 
 
24:7 - he will send his angel - Abraham had all faith that God would find the right wife for Isaac, in keeping 
with all the promises God had made about the future. 
 
24:10 - Nahor - the brother of Abraham. 
 
24:11 - well - Since every family in the town had to draw water from the well, it became a center of social 
activity.  Moses and Jacob met their future wives at wells. 
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24:12 - prayed - The servant shared the faith of his master. 
 
24:14 - May it be - Is it right for us to pray for guidance by setting up tests like this man did?  To "put out a 
fleece" and wait for a sign like Gideon did (Judges 6:36-40)?  Only if we first try to determine God's will by 
prayerful Bible study and by using the judgment God has given us. 
 
It may not be God's will for everyone to marry.  But where it is God's will, does God have the right 
"someone" chosen for the person committed to him?  Yes, the writer of these notes believes.  God is 
interested in every part of the life of his children and nothing affects us more than marriage.  Not every 
believer prays to find the right mate or cares about God's guidance.  One can run ahead of God and marry 
foolishly.  But God will direct us to the right mate if we pray for guidance and wait on God in faith.  If we 
trust God for our salvation and other needs, why can we not trust him to bring us the right person, or to 
fulfill our lives in other ways if he does not want us to marry?  We must subject the issues of marriage and 
courtship to the Lordship of Christ, just as all other parts of our life.  If we can trust him with for our 
salvation, we can also trust him for the right guidance about a companion. 
 
24:17 - hurried to meet her - After the servant had prayed for guidance, he immediately moved ahead. 
 
24:18 - my lord - oriental courtesy.  We need at least some of this. 
 
24:24 - Bethuel, nephew of Abraham and son of Nahor. 
 
24:25 - We have plenty of straw...and room - Hospitality to travelers is a virtue.  Christians can change 
lives through use of hospitality. 
 
24:26 - bowed down and worshiped... Praise be to the LORD - This servant was a God-fearing man who 
recognized and acknowledged God's blessings. 
 
24:27 - kindness and faithfulness - God always keeps his covenants and promises.  He loves to bless and 
help those who love and trust him.  He will help us in everything we do.  Proverbs 3:6 says, "In all your 
ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight." 
 
Laban - A generation later Jacob would marry two daughters of Laban. 
 
24:33 - I will not eat - This man has the faithfulness a bulldog in getting his job done. 
 
24:50 - This is from the LORD - One reason God gave such a plain sign to Abraham's servant was so that 
the girl's family would believe and accept the proposal. 
 
24:52 - bowed - Again he instinctively gave thanks to God for his help.  When we walk seriously and 
closely with God, we will flash prayers of thanks or requests for help to God many times a day.  A habit of 
gratitude is part of a spiritually beautiful life. 
 
24:53 - gifts - Not often did these widely separated relatives have a chance to give each other gifts.  These 
gifts would have sweetened the loss Rebekah's family would feel, and would be in celebration of the 
marriage. 
 
24:54 - Send me on my way - When Bethuel and family agreed for Rebekah to marry Isaac, they were 
thinking in terms of her leaving after a proper length of time for farewells. 
 
24:57 - call the girl and ask her - It was right to consult her in a matter that affected her so much. 
 
24:60 - blessed Rebekah - People in those days believed in blessing. 
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24:61 - maids - Rebekah took the servants who had been her own personal servants.  It was proper that 
some women travel with her. 
 
24:63 - went out to the field...to meditate - Later we will learn what a peaceful man Isaac is.  He is a quiet 
and thoughtful man who loves nature and takes time to meditate.  Meditation is one of the Christian 
disciplines that grows character and wisdom. 
 
After days of travel, Rebekah sees Isaac. 
 
24:65 - took her veil...covered herself - Modesty.  Although she will be his wife, she wants to be discreetly 
covered at her first meeting with him. 
 
24:67 - brought her into the tent...married Rebekah - That is, he consummated the marriage.  In those 
days the exchange of vows (marriage contract) took place between representatives of the family.  Isaac 
and Rebekah were already in a marriage covenant.  That is why there is no wedding ceremony here at the 
camp before Isaac sleeps with Rebekah.   
 
25:1 - Abraham took another wife - This may not be chronological.  It may have happened some time 
between Isaac's birth and Isaac's wedding and the writer is bringing us up to date.  If it is chronological, 
Abraham would now be about 140 years old.  But the power of God that enabled Abraham to father Isaac 
may have rejuvenated him so that he could still marry and have children at this advanced age. 
 
25:6 - gave gifts - This is their inheritance from Abraham.  Abraham is wise in doing this and sending them 
away, because Isaac is to be his true heir in the covenant line, and Abraham does not want these other 
sons around disputing with Isaac over the major inheritance. 
 
concubines - At this stage in his life, Abraham had concubines (slave wives) as well as his free wives 
Sarah and later Keturah.  Although polygamy was not God's ideal from creation, he tolerated polygamy 
and divorce and remarriage in the Old Testament period because of the "hardness of people's hearts," 
their immaturity in the things of God - Matthew 19:8; compare Acts 17:30. 
 
25:7 - a hundred and seventy-five years - This is one of the last people we find in scripture who lived this 
long. 
 
25:8 - gathered to his people - Joined his ancestors in the grave and in hades, the realm of the spirits of 
the dead. 
 
25:13 - names of the sons of Ishmael - Many of these are Arabic names.  Ishmael is the father of the Arab 
nations. 
 
25:18 - lived in hostility - And to this day there is hostility between the descendants of Ishmael and those of 
Isaac. 
 
25:21 - prayed...on behalf of his wife - It is a duty and privilege of a husband to pray for his wife.  He is 
God's priest over her, responsible for her welfare.  A husband should be grateful that God gives him this 
function on behalf of his wife and family.  Rebekah was one of many women mentioned in scripture who 
were helped by God to have children. 
 
25:22 - jostled each other - Jacob and Esau started in the womb the competition that went on throughout 
their lives and between their descendants. 
 
25:23 - older will serve the younger - A reversal of the normal custom in that day.  Paul uses this in 
Romans 9:10-16 to illustrate how God is not bound by people's physical descent but intervenes by his 
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sovereign grace to elevate whomever he chooses. 
 
25:25 - red - And Esau's other name, Edom, means red. 
 
25:26 - Jacob - meaning "one who takes by the heel or supplants."  Jacob lived up to this by taking what 
had been Esau's, Laban's, etc. 
 
25:28 - Isaac...loved Esau - Parental favoritism and partiality would create problems in this family, and a 
generation later in Jacob's family. 
 
25:31 - birthright - The position as future leader of the family and a double portion of the father's 
inheritance. 
 
25:32 - I am about to die - He wasn't really, but this is the way a person reasons who lets his appetites 
control him.  Esau had a wrong sense of values, putting a bowl of food ahead of his birthright.  The writer 
of Hebrews uses Esau as an example of a profane, reckless, godless man who only cares about the 
physical and the worldly and throws away greater things - Hebrews 12:16, 17.  The birthright would have 
meant walking with God as the leader of the family chosen to bless the earth. 
 
It is easy to throw away peace, self-respect, and many blessings of God, just for a moment of pleasure or 
escape.  One brief moment of wrong decision can result in years of suffering and damage.  A moment's 
foolishness can result in tears afterward as it did in Esau's case.  It is so important to have a right sense of 
values so we don't trade diamonds for straw or even alienate ourselves from God. 
 
25:34 - despised his birthright - Counted it as worthless compared to a bowl of food. 
 
26:1 - famine often caused people to move to find food - compare Ruth 1:1; Genesis 12:10; 45:6-11. 
 
Gerar - Where Abraham had lived for a time - Genesis 20:1.  Abraham had made a friendship covenant 
with Abimelech, king of Gerar.  This present Abimelech is probably his son or grandson. 
 
26:2 - Do not go down to Egypt - as many would have done in time of hunger.  Live in the land because 
God has given it to you. 
 
26:3,4 - I will give all these lands...descendants...all nations blessed - God repeats the land, nation and 
blessing promises made to Abraham (12:1-3,7). 
 
26:5 - blessed...because Abraham obeyed me - In the same way your obedience to God as a parent (or 
as an individual) can bless generations to come.  Some of us are blessed today because of godly parents, 
grandparents and great-grandparents.  Others do not enjoy that blessing but have come from families not 
devoted to God.  If you are one of those, the cycle doesn't have to continue.  You can become very 
serious about walking with God and can start a spiritual dynasty that will last for generations. 
 
26:7 - She is my sister - The same deception Abraham had used in order to protect the husband. 
 
26:11 - Anyone who molests - This was God's way of protecting Isaac and Rebekah as he had promised - 
26:3. 
 
26:12 - The LORD blessed him - It is God who gives wealth.  It is not wrong to be wealthy but it is wrong to 
be controlled by wealth as a god. 
 
26:14 - Philistines envied him - Such is our fallen human nature that we often hate it when someone else 
is blessed.  As Christians who love all people, we should rejoice when anyone else is blessed, because 
we want good for everyone and trust God to take care of us.  Jealousy and envy are a sickness that 
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poisons a person's whole life. 
 
26:18 - Isaac reopened the wells - Water wells were vital in that dry country, but Isaac did not raise an 
army and go fight with those who had stopped them up.  Isaac was a man of peace. 
 
26:21 - dug another well - A peaceful man, he did not fight by moved on.   
 
26:22 - dug another well - Controlled himself and quietly moved on looking for a place to live in peace. 
 
26:24 - Do not be afraid...I am with you - God is good and we often see him reassuring his people in times 
when they feel insecure - compare Genesis 46:1-4; Acts 18:9, 10. 
 
26:25 - altar - Isaac followed the way of his father Abraham in worshiping God.  A good life is centered 
around honor and duty to God. 
 
26:28 - sworn agreement between us - Abimelech wanted good relations with Isaac and his family just as 
Abimelech's father or grandfather had wanted them with Abraham - Genesis 21:22-32.  Isaac as a 
peaceful man readily agrees to the covenant. 
 
26:30 - feast - Covenant agreements were often sealed by a meal together. 
 
26:33 - Shibah means oath (can also mean “seven”).  Beersheba means "well of the oath."  It got this 
name originally from Abraham's oath with the former Abimelech, and the name was reinforced when Isaac 
made his oath with the present Abimelech at the same place.   
 
26:34 - Hittite (descendants of Heth) were pagan Canaanites.  The wives would have brought some of 
their servants with them, intruding Canaanite customs and culture into the household of Isaac and 
Rebekah. 
 
27:2 - don't know the day of my death - He knew it could come at any time, given his age.  In fact he lived 
twenty more years at least. 
 
27:4 - give you my blessing - It was customary for the patriarchs as priests over their families to give 
prophetic blessings to their children, and especially to the firstborn. 
 
27:6 - I overheard - Jacob is Rebekah's favorite and she wants to capture the blessing for him. 
 
27:11 - Esau is a hairy man - Jacob had always been a fast operator and had no objection to Rebekah's 
plan, but he didn't see how it would work. 
 
27:19 - I am Esau - A plain lie.  The Bible simply reports what Jacob said.  It does not express approval of 
his lying. 
 
27:24 - I am - Another plain lie.  The first lie often makes other lies necessary.  Jacob deceives his father; 
later Jacob himself will suffer from being deceived by Laban and by his own sons.  What we sow, we reap. 
 
Be lord over your brothers - This is of course what the birthright meant.  Some people would argue that 
the blessing also belonged to Jacob, but that he had to take it by deceit because Isaac would never have 
agreed that the birthright really belonged to Jacob.  Esau seems to see the birthright and blessing as two 
separate things (verse 36), but they are certainly connected. 
 
27:29 - brothers...sons of your mother - This is puzzling since we are told of no other sons born to Isaac 
and Rebekah.  It is possible that there were, or that Isaac had sons by Rebekah's maidservant(s) who 
were considered Rebekah's by adoption.  But more likely the terms refer to descendants of Esau.  The 
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term "sons" was often used this way.  Rebekah's grandchildren, etc., were her "sons." 
 
27:34 - loud and bitter cry - See Hebrews 12:16, 17.   
 
27:37 - What can I...do for you - After Isaac had given so much to Jacob, there wasn't much left for Esau, 
as we see in the blessing Isaac gave him. 
 
27:41 - I will kill my brother - Many murders, many wars, have happened over disputed rights, wealth and 
power. 
 
27:43 - Flee at once - The only sensible thing Jacob could do at this point. 
 
27:45 - lose both of you - If Esau killed Jacob, then someone in the family would probably kill Esau for 
murdering his brother. 
 
27:46 - disgusted with...these Hittite women - Rebekah, schemer that she is, does not tell Isaac the real 
reason Jacob is leaving.  She uses another reason that will gain sympathy from Isaac.  Although many 
things are done in this episode that do not meet God's moral standard, God can overrule even these 
things to bring about his redemptive purpose in this chosen family.  It is important in God's plan that Jacob 
be the covenant heir and that he not marry idolatrous pagans. 
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