
 Early Old Testament History 1- Study Notes for Unit 4 Test 
 
 
 

Introduction:  Chapters 8-11 contain the end of the flood, God's fresh covenant with mankind, the 
repopulation of the earth, how all nations descended from Noah's three sons, and how God dispersed 
people over the earth by confusing their languages during their prideful construction of the tower of Babel. 
Chapter 11 brings us down to Abram, one of the most important characters in God's plan to redeem the 
world. 
 
 

Notes on Genesis 8-11 
 
 
8:1 - God remembered Noah...animals...livestock - Though there could have been no salvation without 
God's grace and power, Noah was allowed to God to be an instrument in the salvation of his family and of 
the animals.  In the same way God allows us to be instruments, channels, workers together with him - 
Acts 9:15;  2 Timothy 2:21;  John 7:38,39;  1 Corinthians 3:9.  Notice that God cared about the animals 
too. 
  
8:4 - ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat - There have been repeated reports of the ruins of a 
great ship high up in these mountains.  Expeditions to the area are difficult for political and geographical 
reasons.  What a wonderful confirmation of the Bible record it would be if the ark were discovered!   
 
8:7 - raven - This bird was strong and would be able to fly until it found a perch. 
 
8:9 - took the dove - It was very tame.  Noah must have been gentle. 
 
8:11 - olive leaf - Both the dove and the olive leaf have become symbols of peace in the Western World 
because of this story. 
 
8:19 - came out of the ark - A very happy time after being confined for so long. 
 
8:20 - built an altar - It was right to give thanks after God had been so gracious to them. 
 
8:21 - pleasing aroma - Not that God enjoys the smell of meat as we do physically.  The aroma of the 
sacrifice was pleasant because these human beings were loving God, thanking him, and walking humbly 
with him, in contrast to the rebellious wicked who had died in the flood. 
 
Never again...curse the ground - God had mercy on man's condition. 
 
9:1 - fill the earth which had been made empty by the flood. 
 
9:2 - fear and dread of you - Man would continue to rule over the animals. 
 
9:3 - Everything that lives...food for you - Apparently God had only allowed man to eat vegetarian foods up 
to this time - compare Genesis 1:29. 
 
9:4 - not eat meat...lifeblood still in it - God repeats this prohibition in the Law of Moses - Leviticus 17:10-
16; Deuteronomy 12:16, 23.  God explains to Israel that because life must be paid to atone for sin, God 
has reserved the blood (life) for atonement purposes alone - Leviticus 17:11.  The apostles of Christ 
repeat this prohibition for Christians, Acts 15:20, 29.  If this prohibition is intended for Christians of all time, 
Christians need to avoid foods made of blood and meat that has died without being properly bled. 
 
9:5 - Whoever sheds the blood of man - Human life is precious to God and God will deal with those who 
take it away. 
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Every animal - Under the Law of Moses, an animal which killed a person had to be killed - Exodus 21:12-
14. 
 
By man shall his blood be shed - God repeats this law in the Mosaic covenant with Israel - Numbers 
35:16-32.  In light of these scriptures, we cannot consider capital punishment immoral or unrighteous.  
Capital punishment was initiated by a righteous and holy God.  In the Christian age God upholds the right 
of secular authorities over life and death - Romans 13:3, 4; compare 1 Peter 2:13, 14. 
 
The orderly survival of society depends on justice, and justice for murder, as God sees it, is a life for a life. 
To abandon capital punishment is to abandon God's wisdom for his creation.  Secular society is not in a 
grace relationship to God as we Christians are.  The secular heart is not softened and transformed by 
grace.  Secular society continues to need government after the fashion of Israel in the Old Testament.  It 
does not understand anything else. 
 
9:7 - Be fruitful...increase - The earth is empty and needs to be repopulated.  God speaks to Noah and his 
family as he did to Adam and Eve at the beginning.  After the flood there is a new beginning. 
 
9:9 - covenant - God always relates to his people through covenant.  God is perfectly faithful to his side of 
the covenant relationship.  Some of God's covenants are conditional on man's response and behavior; 
some are unconditional. 
 
9:11 - Never again - This seems to be an unconditional promise never to destroy the whole inhabited earth 
with a flood.  However at the end of time the earth will be destroyed by fire - 2 Peter 3:6, 7, 10-12. 
 
9:13-16 - sign...rainbow - Every time we see a rainbow we still have a beautiful reminder of God's promise. 
 
9:18 - Shem, Ham, Japheth...from them came the people - All nations on earth today came from these 
three family heads. 
 
9:19 - scattered over the earth - Probably a reference to the dividing and scattering of the nations at Babel 
- chapter 11. 
 
9:21 - became drunk - Some think this was the first time humans had made wine and that Noah did not 
know what he was doing when he got drunk.  There is no evidence for this and it is just an attempt to hide 
the faults of a great man of God.  One evidence for the divine inspiration of the Bible is that it does not 
hide the failings of its heroes as secular records often do.  The Bible reveals that Abraham lied, David 
murdered and committed adultery, Moses lost his temper, and Peter denied Christ. 
 
Lay uncovered - Alcohol and drugs lead to all kinds of sin and shame.  They release our inhibitions and 
cause us to do things we would never have done in our right mind.  That is why seducers want their victim 
to drink or do drugs with them.  Drink and drugs temporarily remove the moral safety net called the 
conscience.  Alcohol and drug abuse are responsible for a major portion of road deaths and injuries, 
crimes, and a major factor in sexual sins and cases of family abuse. 
 
9:22 - Ham...saw his father's nakedness...told his brothers - Ham is not blamed for discovering Noah's 
condition--he could not help that.  He is blamed for his disrespectful handling of the situation.  Instead of 
covering his father decently, he spreads the news about the spectacle. 
 
Cursed be Canaan - This is often referred to as the "curse of Ham," but Canaan is singled out.  We do not 
know what role Canaan played, but he has to have been involved in the disrespect in a way that Ham's 
other sons were not.  Twice before in this account (9:18, 22) we are reminded specifically that Canaan is 
the son of Ham.  The curse is on Canaan, not all the children of Ham. 
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For centuries this scripture passage has been misinterpreted and misused to explain oppression of black 
people, since blacks are descended from Ham.  In Stephen Vincent Benet's epic Civil War poem, John 
Brown’s Body, a slave ship captain sits on deck reading his Bible while African slaves lie like cordwood in 
small spaces below deck, some dying.  The captain reads Genesis 9 and justifies his work as part of the 
curse on Ham and his descendants.  The Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa, until recently, tried to 
justify from this scripture the government policy of apartheit, which rigidly separated the races and kept 
blacks down. 
 
Genesis 9 has nothing to do with a curse on blacks.  The curse is specifically on Canaan and on that 
branch alone of Ham's descendants.  Black people are descendants of another son of Ham, Cush.  
Canaan's descendants do not include black people.  This is an illustration of our sinful nature--people will 
twist scripture to justify what makes a profit for them or gives them pleasure.  We need to judge ourselves 
honestly and be careful how we use scripture, because God will judge and punish those who misuse 
scripture to justify evil. 
 
One area that has not been subjected to the Holy Spirit's leadership in the lives of many Christians is their 
attitude about race.  The fallen human nature tends to think the worst of people who are different than 
oneself racially, socially or culturally.  The Holy Spirit, on the other hand, draws people together across all 
kinds of lines of worldly difference.  Mature Christians do not have to like every culture as well as their 
own, but they do have to love the people of other races and cultures and yearn for spiritual unity and 
harmony with them.  The flesh and Satan divide people; God unites people. 
 
The prophetic curse on Canaan was at least partially fulfilled when the Israelites, sons of Shem, 
dispossessed the Canaanites and occupied their land.  Many of the Canaanites became servants of the 
Israelites - see Joshua 9:27; Judges 1:28; 1 Kings 9:20, 21. 
 
9:26 - the LORD, the God of Shem - In the Old Testament period, the Israelites, descendants of Shem, 
had a special relationship to God as the chosen people under the Mosaic covenant.  While other nations 
served idols, the LORD was the God of Shem. 
 
10:1 - This is the account - Here begins the fourth book within Genesis.  This chapter lists the 
descendants of Noah's three sons and tells a little about their spread.  See attached map. 
 
10:2 - sons of Japheth - These became the European and Western Asian nations. 
 
10:6 - sons of Ham - These first settled Southwestern Asia and Northeast Africa.  Blacks as well as non-
Blacks descended from Cush.   
 
10:8 - Nimrod is listed separately from the other sons of Cush because he is famous enough to have more 
told about him. 
 
10:10 - Babylon is where the Tower of Babel was built - Genesis 11.  Babylon later became a great enemy 
of God's people the Jews and became a symbol in scripture for evil, pride and rebellion - 1 Peter 5:13; 
Revelation 17:5. 
 
10:12 - Nineveh, capital of Assyria, became another enemy of Israel.  Jonah preached to Nineveh. 
 
10:21 - Shem is the father of the Israelites, Arabs, and all the Semitic races.  Eber, one of the 
descendants of Shem, is an ancestor of Israel, and it is from his name that the term Hebrew comes. 
 
10:24 - Arphaxad is the branch through which the chosen people, Israel, come. 
 
11:2 - moved eastward from where they had come out of the ark after the flood.  Shinar - Babylonia 
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11:3 - stone was not plentiful in Shinar.  Many ancient ruins containing this kind of brick have been 
unearthed. 
 
11:4 - city - The beginning of the city of Babylon.  tower - Such towers at that period of time were 
connected with the worship of the heavenly bodies as gods.  Ruins thought to belong to this very tower 
have been excavated by archaeologists. 
 
make a name for ourselves - They were serving their own pride, not God.  Contrast this with God's 
promise to Abram:  "I will make your name great..." - Genesis 12:2.  God is not against our growing in the 
right way.  But he wants it to be in a loving relationship with him, and in submission to his wisdom and 
righteousness.  God is quite ready to "make our name great" if we love him and submit to his righteous 
rule.  It is not our business as Christians to make our own names great.  God takes care of that.  Jesus 
said the only way to become great is to make ourselves servants - Matthew 20:25-28. 
 
God knows that only in fellowship with him can we have real life.  He knows that if we grow away from him 
and do our own thing, we will become more and more wicked and will destroy ourselves.  Therefore he 
opposes the efforts of our independent pride.  These people were also being disobedient to God's direct 
command to "fill the earth." 
 
11:5 - the LORD came down to see - Compare Genesis 18:20, 21.  Scripture teaches that God knows and 
sees everything.  Scripture seems to indicate that God can know anything he wishes from right where he 
is - Hebrews 4:13.  It seems strange to hear scripture saying God needs to "go down" to see or do 
anything.  There are two possible explanations for statements like this. 
 
1) This may be an "anthropomorphism," which means ascribing human attributes to God.  We are finite 

and have a hard time thinking of God knowing something without being there, and so scripture 
accommodates our weak understanding by speaking of God in human terms. 

 
2) God may choose to find out things by going there in the agency of an angel who represents God.  This 

was the case in Genesis 18, 19.  In this way God allows his angelic servants to play a part in his work. 
 
11:6 - nothing...will be impossible for them - And God does not want man to succeed in great things if they 
will only serve man's pride and make him more and more independent of God, and if they will only serve 
man's wicked purposes. 
 
11:7 - let us go down - God may be addressing the Son and the Holy Spirit, the other two personalities in 
the Divinity, or he may be addressing angels who will accompany him. 
 
11:8 - the LORD scattered them...they stopped building - God wants man to be productive and to "subdue 
the earth" to make life better.  But when man's ambition is selfish and arrogant, God will put a stop to it.  
One wonders how God views things like our space program.  God can throw any system into confusion if 
it serves evil.  But it is heartening that during one of the moon flights, an astronaut gave recognition to 
God, reading to the whole world from Genesis, "In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth..."  If we give God the glory and serve righteousness, God will continue to let us progress.  If not, we 
will be undone. 
 
11:9 - Babel means "confusion."  It is interesting that this separation of languages was temporarily 
reversed on Pentecost when by the power of God many different language groups understood the same 
speaker at the same time - Acts 2:7-11. 
 
11:10 - account of Shem - Here starts book five within Genesis.  
 
Shem - The chosen nation and the Messiah came from Shem. 
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11:26 - Abram - Here we come to one of the most important people in God's plan of redemption.  Abram, 
later to be renamed Abraham, would become the father of the Israelite nation, the forefather of Messiah, 
and spiritually the father of all believers in God.  Out of God's promises to Abram grow all the rest of Bible 
history. 
 
11:30 - Sarai was barren - Late in her life God would change this by his power. 
 
11:31 - Ur of the Chaldeans - Probably located in what is now Southern Iraq. 
 
Haran was located far to the northwest of Ur, about on the modern boundary between Syria and Turkey. 
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