
 Free Bible commentary on Numbers 1-6 
 
 
 
 
Numbers 1:1 - in the Desert of Sinai - This is before the people set out from Mount Sinai toward Canaan. 
 
1:2 - Take a census - This is something the people were forbidden to do except when God expressly 
commanded it - compare 2 Samuel 24; 1 Chronicles 21.  At least part of the purpose of this census was to 
be sure God received the due number of Levites in exchange for the firstborn of the other tribes, - see 
chapter 3. 
 
1:20 - listed by name - Perhaps another function of the census was to have a ready list of the men whose 
obligation it was to fight in the army. 
 
1:46 - total number...603,550 - This is men only, over 20 years old.  We can assume that the whole nation 
must have numbered 2 to 3 million people. 
 
1:49 - not count the tribe of Levi - The Levites were set apart to serve God and could not fight in the army. 
 
1:53 - around the tabernacle - The Levite camp would form a protective zone around the tabernacle so 
that no non-Levite could approach the holy things of God too closely and die. 
 
2:2 - camp around the Tent of Meeting - Outside the zone of the Levites, the other tribes would form a 
protective ring of security around the tabernacle in case of enemy attack. 
 
2:3 - east - God now proceeds to designate a position for each tribe to occupy around the tabernacle, and 
an order in which the tribes would start marching when they moved.  God uses and teaches organization. 
It is essential for effective church work. 
 
3:1 - family of Aaron and Moses - Here Moses pauses to insert a genealogical record of the priestly family 
so that the priestly line can always be distinguished.  Not all Levites were priests, but only the family of 
Aaron. 
 
3:5, 6 - Levi...perform duties for him - The Levites assisted the priests in much the same way deacons 
assisted elders in the early church by dealing with secular and administrative tasks. 
 
3:12 - Levites...in place of the first male offspring - Remember that all the firstborn males belonged to God 
because he had spared them when he killed the firstborn of the Egyptians, and also because all firstfruits 
and firstborn are God's by way of honor - Exodus 13:2;  Numbers 3:13;  Leviticus 23:10. 
 
3:15 - Count the Levites - To see if God has received the full number of persons in place of the firstborn of 
the other tribes. 
 
3:17 - Gershon...Kohath...Merari - These three sons headed the three divisions of the Levites. 
 
3:25 - responsible for - Organization and accountability are very important in any institution, and certainly 
in God's work. 
 
3:46 - 273...who exceed - Israel had to be taught to give God his just due, as a matter of honoring him. 
 
4:3 - thirty to fifty years of age - These men had to carry loads.  They also had to be mature enough to be 
responsible in the service of God's holy things.  Jesus started his ministry at 30.  The Jews did not entrust 
serious religious responsibility to men under 30. 
 
4:5 - Aaron and his sons, priests only, were to cover the holy objects when the camp was to be moved. 
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4:15 - The Kohathites were to carry the holy objects. 
 
not touch - They must keep a healthy respect for the holiness of God's tabernacle furnishings. 
 
4:18, 19 - So that they may live - God's fatherly care.  God institutes numerous precautions to protect the 
temple workers from danger. 
 
Some people wonder why God is, as they see it, so "touchy" about people coming near the holy things, 
and why God cannot be more lenient and understanding when people do.  But this is because people do 
not understand two things:  1) the most hurtful thing God could do to his people would be to let them 
become careless about the holy.  It is a life and death matter.  2) It is not a matter of God having a bad 
temper or being overly strict.  It is a matter of the nature of things.  Sinful man cannot survive in too close 
proximity to divine holiness, just as one cannot take hold of a 64,000-volt electric line and expect to live. 
 
4:24 - The Gershonites were to carry the tabernacle itself. 
 
4:29 - The Merarites were to carry the boards, sockets, bars, etc., of the tabernacle. 
 
5:3 - not defile their camp, where I dwell - All ceremonial uncleanness must be at a distance from God's 
holy presence. 
 
5:9 - sacred contributions...belong to him - God has always ordained that his workers be supported by 
God's people - Compare Galatians 6:6; 1 Corinthians 9:14. 
 
5:14 - suspects her - God prescribes a trial for use in cases where there is no proof of a woman's 
unfaithfulness to her husband but where suspicion exists. 
 
5:21 - waste away - This would provide some incentive for a woman to remain faithful.  Adultery is a very 
serious matter to God. 
 
6:2 - vow of separation...as a Nazirite - A person could devote himself to God for a specified period or for 
life.  Samson was a Nazirite, devoted to God from before birth, as was John the Baptist. 
 
6:3 - abstain from wine...fermented drink - This was one of the main marks of a Nazirite - compare Judges 
13:4, 5. 
 
6:5 - no razor - Compare Judges 13:5; 16:17. 
 
6:24-26 - The LORD bless you - This is the beautiful Aaronic benediction which the priests used over 
Israel. 
 
6:27 - I will bless them - God responds when a sincere blessing is pronounced. 
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