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THE BOOK OF THE TWELVE:
“What doth the Lord require?” (Micah 6: 8) - Introduction
Gary Young

It is wonderful to be here once again at the 17th Annual Eastern Shore Lectureship. This
has become a major event in the calendar, not only of the Eastern Shore congregation, but
also of many of the churches of Australia and even further afield. This year we have
brethren assembled from Australia, New Zealand and the United States, and we want to
extend a warm welcome to all of you, and express the prayer that you will have a safe,
enjoyable and edifying time here at Eastern Shore.

The theme for this year’s lectureship is “What doth the Lord Require: Lessons from the
Minor Prophets”. These books, the last twelve of the Old Testament in the order used by
most English Bibles, were grouped together as a single book in the Hebrew canon and
referred to as “The Book of the Twelve”. Despite the fact that often these books are quite
neglected, the fact is that these are supremely relevant books to the Christian today.
Contained in them are a huge number of lessons, which teach us some extremely
important and relevant principles which we can most certainly make use of in our day to
day lives. The struggles of the ancient Israelites are not so very different to the difficulties
which we face in our modern world: while technology, communication and the like have
gone through many changes, man himself has not.

The Minor Prophets span the history of the Divided Kingdom period of Israelite history,
with the exception of the last three, which come from the period of the Restoration of Israel
and the beginning of the Second Commonwealth. Through this time the people of Israel
faced problems with idolatry, immorality, foreign enemies, domestic discord, corrupt rulers
and internal apathy, and much more besides. Each of these issues is dealt with in the
course of these books, and as we study them we will see how very comprehensively they
deal with these issues. Such problems, of course, are far from unique to ancient Israel -
they are very much still current, and the way in which God deals with these problems
through the avenue of the Minor Prophets makes these works a very important focus for
our study.

While the date of some of the books is disputed, nevertheless we have a broad idea of the
background for each of these books. The first nine come from the period of the divided
kingdom, when the people of God were divided into two small kingdoms, Judah and Israel;
and, after the fall of Israel to the Assyrians in 722 BC, Judah alone. This was a period that
was characterised by idolatry and apostasy, especially in the Northern kingdom of Israel.
Hosea, for example, spoke of the state of that kingdom during his ministry:

Hear the word of the Lord, ye children of Israel: for the Lord hath a controversy
with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor
knowledge of God in the land (Hosea 4: 1).

The task of many of the prophets was to call back the people to obedience to God, for
many in that period had forsaken the Lord. Indeed, it was for this very reason that God
was allowing the pagan nations of Assyria and then Babylon to descend upon Palestine
and despoil it. Habakkuk struggled with this concept, but finally came to an understanding
that God is just and He would not allow the invaders to go unpunished:
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Yet | will rejoice in the Lord, | will joy in the God of my salvation (Habakkuk 3:
18).

Within the Israelite kingdoms, there was political corruption and evil. Those who were
supposed to be taking care of the needs of the people were instead stealing their
livelihood, they were receiving bribes and perverting judgement. Amos, among others,
protested these tendencies and proclaimed the need to restore judgement and for the
rulers to behave in accordance with the trust and responsibility that God had placed in
them:

But let justice roll down as waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream (Amos
5: 24).

At the same time, the enemies of God’s people, including the Edomites and others, were
lifting themselves up with pride and exultation when they saw the difficulties that God’s
people were encountering, and the punishment they were undergoing. Part of the task of
the prophets was to rebuke the pride of these enemies, and to inform them that they too
were amenable to God’s justice and that God would punish their pride:

Though thou mount on high as the eagle, and though thy nest be set among the
stars, | will bring thee down from thence, saith the Lord (Obadiah 4).

In amongst all these trials and difficulties, however, the prophets never lost sight of the
need of the people to have a personal faith, and the necessity of personal piety and
responsibility toward God:

And what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and
to walk humbly with thy God (Micah 6: 8).

All these issues and struggles find a resonance today. While the specific background may
be different, the basic problems which were faced by the Israelites in those days and
which were addressed by the minor prophets remain the same as the basic problems we
face today. There are still enemies of God who are filled with pride; there are still corrupt
rulers; there are still those who corrupt and pervert the religion of truth; and there still
remains the central need for each of us to individually devote ourselves to God and to His
Kingdom.

The last three books belong to a more hopeful time, but one which came with its own
challenges, some still tougher than the challenges that had characterised the previous
books. Judah was carried away into Babylonian captivity in 586 BC, and it was not until the
Babylonians were conquered by the Persian Empire under Cyrus that the Jews were
allowed to return to their homeland, in 536 BC. Despite the opportunity of renewal, there
were also many many obstacles to be overcome. There were foreign enemies who wanted
to see the Jews kept at their current ievel of powerlessness, while there were also many
within Israel who were trying to compromise with the powerful surrounding nations, and
also to compromise the Law of God in so doing.

Part of the work of reconstruction particularly involved the restoration of the temple of God,

which had been destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. Some of the earliest returnees

had commenced the work of reconstruction, but in the face of opposition the rebuilding

work had come to a halt. God sent at this time the prophets Haggai and Zechariah, whose

task it was to inspire a religious revival, and also to inspire the people of God to rise up
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and to build the temple once more. Under the guidance of their leaders and the teaching of
the prophets, the task was completed in 510 BC.

However, the problems of God's people were far from over: there was still corruption of
various sorts, and the last of the minor prophets, Malachi, had to deal with issues of
religious laxness and compromise. The people were complaining that God was no longer
blessing them, and yet they had been offering the halt and the blind as offerings in
defiance of what the Law of Moses said. In addition, they had refused to follow the Law of
God regarding marriage and had divorced their Israelite wives to marry pagan women.
Malachi told them to put God to the test: do His will, in the knowledge that God will indeed
return those promised blessings when they did so. Here t00, we see principles which are
supremely relevant to the life of a Christian today, for Jesus also promises us that our
necessities will be taken care of when we seek first God and His Kingdom (Matthew 6: 33).

One thread that runs throughout all the minor prophets, and indeed through the entire Old
Testament, is that of the coming Messiah. The message that God was sending a Kinsman
- Redeemer, a King, a Governor, was one that we find referred to in numerous prophecies
throughout the books we have under consideration in this lectureship. We read prophecies
about His birth, about His betrayal, about His kingship and priesthood, and much besides.
It is fitting then that Malachi, the last written book of the Old Testament, closes with a
prophecy concerning the one who would open the revelation of the New Testament, the
one who would act as the harbinger of the Son of God Himself, the one whom we know as
John the Baptist:

Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and
dreadful day of the Lord: And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the
children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest | come and smite the
earth with a curse (Malachi 4: 5-6).
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ORDER AND TIME IN WHICH THE PROPHEIS LIVED

Jonah~==e- Prophesied between 823 B.C. and 783 B. Ce in the reign of Jeroboam II,
king of Israele (2 Kings 14:25), (From Adam Clarke), (Smith's Bible
Dictionary gives dates 840 Bs Ce to 78L Bs Ca )

AMOS—==~wmProphesied from 823 B.Cs to about 785 Be¢Ce in the reign of Uzziah, king

of Judah, and in that of Jeroboam II, king of Israel, (Smith!s Bibls
Dictionary~-810 B.Ge to 785 BeCe)

Hosegm~==~Prophesied from sbout 809 B.Ce to about 698 B.Ce in the reigns of Uzziah,
=~ »-Jotham, Ahaz, and Heézeklah, kings of Judah, and in that of Jeroboam II,
kigg of Israel, (Hosea 1zl§. (Smithts Bible Dictionary=--800 B.Ce to
725 B4Ce

Tsaiahe-=-Prophesied during the reigns of Uzzlah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezeklah,
Mngs of Judgh, (Smith's Bible Dictionary-=765 BeCe to 698 BeCe)

JO8Lmmm==m(Smith!s Bible Dictionary gives dates 810 B.C. to 795 Bs Ce) C%arke
feels with others that he comes much later about 697 BeC, to 660 B.C.

Micehe~---prophesied between 757 B.Cs and 698 B,Ce in the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz,
and Hezeklah, kingas of Judahe (Micah 1:1)s Sihth's Bible Dictionary
giV@B 758 BeCe fo 699 Be Co

Nahume—--~i1s supposed to hare prophesied between 720 B4Ce and 698 BeCey in the
reign of Hezeldah, king of Judah, Smith!s Bible Dictlonary gives the
same dates. Young in his Introductiom gives 66l BeCe to 612 BeCe

Zephaniah~-Prophesied between 6L0 BoCe and 609 B.C. in the reign of Josiah king of
Judah (Zephe 1:l)e Smith gives the same dates,

Jeremiah~-Propheaied between 629 B.C. and 588 B4Ce, and is supposed to have dled
in Egypt about two years later. Smith Bives dates of 628 B4Ce to 585,

10e Habakluk~is thought to have prophesied between 606 BeCe and 398 BuCe in the reign

of Jeholakim, king of Judah., (Smith gives dates 612 B.C. to 588 B.C.)

11, Daniel-~=Smith!s Bible Dictionary gives dates 606 BeCe to 534 BeCe

12, Obadiah--Prophesied soon after 587 B.Ce between the taking of Jerusalem by Nebu-

chadnezzar, and the destruction of the Edomites by the same princee
Smith!'s Bible Dictionary gives dates 588 B.C. to 583 BeCe

13, Ezekiel-=Smith!s Bible Dictionary gives dates 595 BeCe to 536 BaCe

1l Haggai---Prophesied about 520 B.C. after the return from Babylon. Smith-~=520 BCe

to 518 B.Cse

15. Zechariah-Propﬁesied from 520 B,Ce to about 518 BeCay; and was co-worker of

Haggale (Zeche 1:1j)s Smith gives dates 520 B4Ce to 510 BeCe

16. Malachi-=is generally believed to have prophesied about 436 BeC. Smith's Bible

Dictionary gives dates 436 BeCe to 397 BlCs

IHHHEHRHEEEREBEEHEHE

Captivity of Israel (ten tribes) occurred about 73L B.Ce

Captivity of Judah (two tribes) occurred about 606 BeCe Captivity lasted from 606 B,

Ce O 530 Be Co (70 years)e
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BOOKS OF PROPHECY AND DATES OF WRITING

837 JOEL
787-746 JONAH
760 ISAIAH

760 AMOS

750 HOSEA

724 MICAH

640 ZEPHANIAH
630 NAHUM
612 HABAKKUK
604 JEREMIAH
586 OBADIAH

592-570 EZEKIEL
580-570 DANIEL
520 ZECHARIAH
520 HAGGAI
430 MALACHI



PR

EVENTS AND PROPHECIES SIDE BY SIDE

APPROX.
DATE PROPHETS PROPHECY FULFILLMENT

837 B.C. JOEL

787-46 JONAH

760 ISAIAH,  ISAIAH 51:11;
AMOS 5:5,6; 14:1

750 HOSEA
724 MICAH 2 KGS. 20:16,17

722 | CAPTIVITY OF
| | ISRAEL, 2 KGS.
25:8-11

640 ZEPHANIAH
630 NAHUM
612 HABAKKUK

604 JEREMIAH JEREMIAH 24:6;
25:11; 29:10;
30:18
586 OBADIAH JUDAH

CARRIED INTO
CAPTIVITY

592-570 EZEKIEL EZEK. 36:24,
33,36

580-570 DANIEL ZEPH. 3:20



APPROX.
ATE PROPHETS PROPHECY

FULFILLMENT

536

520 ZECHARIAH ISA. 44:28;
45:13; 61:4

516

458

445

430 MALACHI

RETURN OF
JEWS TO
JERUSALEM,
EZRA 1:1-3;
3:1ff.

TEMPLE
REBUILT-EZRA
6:15; 2 Chron.
36:23; Zech.
6:13

EZRA LEADS
SECOND

RETURN TO
JERUSALEM.

NEHEMIAH
REBUILDS WALL
OF JERUSALEM



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

ORDER OF MATERIAL IN YOUR BOOK

Prophets and Groups

Introduction to the Minor Prophets
The Minor Prophets — Lesson One
Hosea

Joel

The Day of the Lord

Amos

Obadiah

Jonah

Micah

Nahum

Habakkuk

Zephaniah

Haggai

Zechariah

Malachi



Prophets may be divided into four groups —
1. The prophets of Israel: Jonah, Amos and Hosea

2. The prophets of Judah: Isaiah, Joel, Micah, Nahum, Zephaniah, Jeremiah and
Habakkuk

3. The prophets of the captivity: Daniel, Obadiah, Ezekiel
4. The post exile prophets: Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi

Time of each one;

Jonah — 856-784 B.C.
Amos — 810-795 B.C.
Hosea — 810-725 B.C.
Isaiah — 810-689 B.C.
Joel — 697-660 B.C.
Micah — 758-699 B.C.
Nahum - 720-698 B.C.
Zephaniah — 640-609 B.C.
Jeremiah — 628-586 B.C.
10. Habakkuk — 612-598 B.C.
11. Daniel - 606-534 B.C.

12. Obadiah — 588-583 B.C.
13. Ezekiel — 583-562 B.C.
14. Haggai — 520-518 B.C.
15. Zechariah — 520-518 B.C.
16. Malachi — 436-420 B.C.

A A o e

(The Gist of the Bible — Charles A. Shook, pages 302-314)

Willard Collins, Gospe, Advocate Febyuary 28, 1957, pages 133-134
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A Chronological Tour of the Writing Prophets

Obadiah (844 BC)
A burden against Edom for joining strangers to loot Jerusalem
(vv. 10-14).

Joel (830)
Invading Locusts and Assyrians, but hope for a day of
renewal (2:28-32; cf. Acts 2:17-21).

Jonah (762)
A reluctant prophet goes to warn Nineveh and learn a lesson
of God’s love (4:1-3).

Amos (760)
A farmer prophet from Judah who spoke against the sins of
the Northern Kingdom of Israel (2:6; 9:11).

Hosea (760-722)
With deep personal involvement by the prophet, he speaks of
the fall of Israel and its future Messianic restoration (3:1-5).

Isaiah (740-686)
The decline and fall of Israel and the future fall of Judah. A
strong element of Messianic deliverance (53:1-6).

Micah (735-715)
Preached against the injustice of the rich toward the poor and
of the place of heartfelt religion (6:6-8).

Nahum (660)
The fall of Nineveh (1:12).

Zephaniah (632-627)
A prophet of royal birth who condemned the wickedness of
Judah (1:7-8).



Jeremiah and Lamentations (627-582)
The decline and fall of Judah, and its future Messianic revival
(5:30-31; 9:23-24).

Habakkuk (605)
A vindication of God’s justice in answer to the prophet’s
protest (3:16-19).

Daniel (605-536)

A magnification of God’s sovereignty. The captivity for Judah
followed by a return, and a look into the future of Judah and
the coming of the church (5:21).

Ezekiel (597-570)
The reasons for captivity and a glorious future restoration
predicted (21:24-27).

Haggai (520)
Rebuilding the temple after the return from captivity (1:4).

Zechariah (520-475)

Rebuilding the temple and a look toward the coming Messiah
(6:11-13).

Malachi (432)

The last of the writing prophets, between Nehemiah’s two
governorships. The people were in decline, but deliverance
would come with a messenger (John the Baptizer) to prepare
the way for the Messiah (3:1-2).

edwin
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Prophets may be divided into four groups —
1. The prophets of Israel: Jonah, Amos and Hosea

2. The prophets of Judah: Isaiah, Joel, Micah, Nahum, Zephaniah, Jeremiah and
Habakkuk

3. The prophets of the captivity: Daniel, Obadiah, Ezekiel
4. The post exile prophets: Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi

Time of each one:

Jonah — 856-784 B.C.
Amos — 810-795 B.C.
Hosea — 810-725 B.C.
Isaiah — 810-689 B.C.
Joel — 697-660 B.C.
Micah — 758-699 B.C.
Nahum — 720-698 B.C.
Zephaniah — 640-609 B.C.
Jeremiah — 628-586 B.C.
10.  Habakkuk — 612-598 B.C.
11.  Daniel - 606-534 B.C.

12. Obadiah — 588-583 B.C.
13.  Ezekiel — 583-562 B.C.
14.  Haggai—520-518 B.C.
15. Zechariah — 520-518 B.C.
16.  Malachi — 436-420 B.C.
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(The Gist of the Bible — Charles A. Shook, pages 302-314)

Willard Collins, Gospel Advocate, February 28, 1957, pages 133-134
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II.

INTRODUCTION TO THE MINOR PROPHETS

WHY STUDY THE MINOR POPHETS?

A. The Minor Prophets are rather small books tucked away at the end of the
O.T., and people often know little about them.

B. Some wonder if there is even any value in studying them.

C. I maintain we should study them, and here’s why.

1.

2.

3.

They are a part of “all Scripture” that is “inspired of God.” (2 Tim.
3:16).

All of them, with the exception of Obadiah and Nahum, are quoted
or echoed in the N.T.

They serve to help us understand the N.T,, ie., they furnish us with
background information.

They contain many lessons of eternal value—the righteousness of
God, His dissatisfaction with barren ritual, His concern for the less
fortunate, etc.

In some cases, they point forward to the coming of the Christ and
the Messianic Kingdom. (The “Church F athers” primarily looked
at them in this way.)

D. I’m reminded of the truthfulness of Romans 15:4.

SOME BASIC CONSIDERATIONS THAT ARE IMPORTANT IN

UNDERSTANDING ANY OF THE PROPHETS OR ANY OF THE BOOKS
OF PROPHECY

A. The prophets were people who spoke for another.

1.

2.
3.

They were not foretellers; they were “forth tellers.” (Word literally

means, “to boil up like a fountain.”)

Aaron was Moses’ prophet (Exodus 4:10,16; 7:1).

They were known by different terms that help understand their

work.

a. The most common term is simply “prophet,” nabi.
®  Occurs some 400 times in the O.T. as a noun, and verb

forms are found another 110 times.

* It has to do with “calling,” and the debate is whether it
is active or passive, i.e., whether the prophet is the one
who is called by God or the one who does the calling on
God’s behalf. Both ideas would be correct.

b. He is also called a “seer” (1 Sam.9:9), and this is probably
due to the fact they often received their messages through
dreams, visions, etc. [Terms are used interchangeably in
passages such at 2 Kings 17:13 and Micah 3:6-7).

c. He is also called a “man of God” (1 Kings 13:1).

d. He is called God’s “messenger” (Isa. 42:19)



III.

e. He was assigned the role of “watchman” (Ezek. 3:17,

33:7).
f. Prophets were also called simply “servants” (Amos 3:7;
Jer.7:25).
It was through the prophets that God made His will known to the people
(Heb. 1:1).
1. Moses was the lawgiver (Neh. 8:1,14; 9:13-14; John 1:17; 7:19).
2. Priests were administrators of the law and served before God on

behalf of the people (Lev. 10:8-1 1; Hos. 4:6; Mal. 2:7).
3. The wise men gave counsel (2 Sam. 14:1-24; 20:16-22).

4. The psalmists were the poets, “sweet singers” (2 Sam. 23:1; 1
Chron. 6:33).
5 The prophets were communicators of the Word of God.

God guaranteed His message through the work of the Holy Spirit (2 Peter
1:20-21).

This means that the prophets did not introduce their own ideas or any new
law. They simply spoke on God’s behalf, calling people back to God’s
ways.

The test of a prophet was whether what he said came to pass or not (Deut.
18:20-22).

Much of what they said was conditional (Jer. 18:5-11). [Nineveh is a case
in point. Repentance can cause God to do otherwise (cf. 1 Kings 21:29)].
The prophets lived in tumultous times. They lived before, during and
immediately after the Assyrian and Babylonian captivities.

1. The prophets did not deal with the remote and the abstract.
2. Their messages were down-to-earth and spoke to the people where
they were.

God’s final revelation is made through His Son (Heb. 1:1-2). The N.T.
writers often said, “This is that which was spoken by the prophets (cf.
Acts 2:16; 3:24-26).

THE NAMES AND ARRANGEMENT OF THE MIN OR PROPHETS

Not all of the prophets were writing prophets.
1. Though still called “prophets,” these early prophets did not leave
behind any written collection of their oracles.
a. These prophets are generally called “The Early Prophets”
or “Oral Prophets.”
b. They can be dated from ca. 1050-750 BC.

C. Names such as Samuel, Elijah, Elisha, Nathan, Gad, etc.
are on this list.

d. The prophets often traveled in bands or “schools” (1 Sam.
10:5,10; 19:20).
2 It was not until the 8™ century that collections were found.

In the O.T., we have 17 books of prophecy.



1, Five of these are called “major prophets” simply because their
books are longer—not more important.

2. Twelve of them are called “minor prophets” simply because their
books are shorter—not less significant.
a. Augustine seems to be the first one to call them the

“minor prophets.”
b. By the Hebrews, they were called “The Twelve
Prophets,” or “The Book of the Twelve.”

The arrangement is interesting, for they are not exactly in chronological

order.

I. Length and date do seem to fit into the order, however.

2. The Assyrian Period prophets are placed first and the Persian
Period prophets are placed last.

3. Our English Bible follows the order of the Hebrew Bible.

The style of these 12 books is different, too.

1. Amos, Jonah and Hosea tell stories about the prophets themselves.

2 Nahum is entirely made up of oracles the prophet spoke.

3. Zecheriah has a large section of visions.

4 Malachi contains arguments between the prophet and the people.

5 Habbakuk speaks to God; might even say he argued with God.

6 Haggai clearly dates his oracles, while the others do not.

IV.  THE TIMES OF THE PROPHETS

A.

B.

As indicated, the prophets lived in difficult times, and they dealt primarily
with the events of the day.
It is important to fix some key dates in our minds.

1. 721—The fall of Samaria to Assyria and the exile of the Northern
Kingdom.

2. 612—The fall of Nineveh to the Babylonians, Medes and
Scythians.

3. 606—The battle of Carchemish by which Babylon became the

dominant power in the Middle East. Battle Qarquar occurred in

853, and the Assyrian Period is usually marked from Qargar to

Chachemish. -

597—The fall of Jerusalem to Nebuchadnezzar.

586—The destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar.

539—The beginning of the Persian Period.

536—The decree of Cyrus that allowed the return led by

Zerubbabal to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple.

8. 520—The work of Haggai and Zechariah to stir up the people to
resume the work on the temple.

9. 516—The completion and dedication of the temple.

10.  456—The return led by Ezra.

11. 445—Nehemiah rebuilds the walls of Jerusalem.
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854 BC - battle of Quarquar {Assyria defeats Israel)

722 BC - fall of Samaria to Assyria
612 BC - fall of Ninevah tc Babylon

606 BC - battle of Carchemish (Babylon defeats

Assyria)

597 BC - fall of Jerusalem to Babylon

586 BC - Complete destruction of Jerusalem by

Babylon

Obadiah . -1 845 BC | Early Shalmaneser Ill | Edom unknown
R Assryian (859-824 BC)
.| 830 BC | Early Shalmaneser lil | Judah Joash
L Assryian (859-824 BC) (835-796 BC)
-+ 800 BC | Early Shalmaneser IV | Ninevah Shalmaneser IV
Assryian (783-773BC) (783-773BC)
1 760 BC | Assryian Ashurdan I}l Northern Jeroboam 1|
‘ (773-755 BC) Kingdom | (786-746 BC)
750- Assryian Ashurmrai Northern Zechariah
725BC (755-745 BC), Kingdom (753-752 BC),
Tiglath-Pileser 11I Shaillum
(745-727 BC) (1 month),
Menahem
(752-742 BC),
Pekahiah
(742-740 BC),
Pekah
(752-732 BC),
Hoshea
(732-722 BC)
735- Assryian Tiglath-Pileser Il | Judah Ahaz
700 BC (745-727 BC) (Southern | (735-715 BC),
Kingdom) | Hezekiah
(730-686 BC)
650 BC | Assryian Ashurbanipal Ninevah Ashurbanipal
' (669-633 BC) (669-633 BC)
630- Assryian Ashuretililani Judah Josiah '
625 BC (633-629) (Southern | (640-609 BC)
Sinsharishkun Kingdom)
(629-612 BC)
625- Babylonian | Nabopolassar Judah Josiah
605 BC (626-605 BC) (Southern | (640-609 BC)
Kingdom)
520 BC | Persian Darius | Judah none
(post- (622-486 BC) (Southern
exhilic) Kingdom)
520- Persian Darius | Judah none
518 BC | (post- (622-486 BC) (Southern
exhilic) ' Kingdom)
440 BC | Persian Artaxerxes | Judah none
(post- (464-423 BC) (Southern
i exhilic) Kingdom)
Key events

539 BC - beginning of Persian period (Cyrus takes

Babylon)

536 BC - decree of Cryus permitting return of exhiles

520 BC - Haggai and Zachariah organize people to

rebuild the temple

516 BC - completion and dedication of second temple
456 BC - return led by Ezra
445 BC - Nehemiah rebuilds the walls of Jerusalem
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The Minor Thophers.
Little Books With a iy Message

CHAPTERS TO READ: Hos. 1—3;Joel 1, 2; Amos
3,4; Obad. 1;Jon. 1, 3; Mic. 4,5; Nahum 1, 3; Hab.
1,2; Zeph. 1, 3; Hag. 1, 2; Zech. 7,8; Mal. 1, 4.

THE MINOR PROPHETS

The last twelve books in the Old Testament are
called “The Minor Prophets.” In the Hebrew Bible,
they were combined into one book. They are not
called “minor” because they are unimportant; rather,
asarule, they are shorter than “The Major Prophets.”
Some of the books refer to rulers; it will help your
understanding to review the spiritual situation at the
times when those men ruled. Since some of the books
arenotdated, we cannot be dogmatic as to when they
were written. Note, however, that all the dated books
are arranged in chronological order. It does no harm
to think of each undated book as being written in the
general time frame between the previous dated book
ind the next dated book.

HOSEA

“Hosea” means “salvation” or “deliverance.”
Hosea worked for more than sixty years with the
northern kingdom of Israel (7:5), starting with the
reign of Jeroboam. He was a contemporary of Isaiah
(1:7), who worked with the southern kingdom of
Judah. Chaps. 1—3 are the key to the book. They tell
of the unfaithfulness of Hosea’s wife, Gomer, and her
subsequent acceptance by Hosea. Gomer is typical of
Israel; Hosea, typical of God. The message is that God
loves His people even when they go away, and He
longs for their return. Hos. 11:1 is quoted in Mt. 2:15.

JOEL

“Joel” means “Jehovah is God.” Joel worked with
the southern kingdom. He pictured a plague of lo-
custs (probably, it literally came; see Amos 4:9). The
locusts were symbolic of God'’s judgment. The figure
of the locusts is reflected in the Book of Revelation
(9:1-11). Joel 2:28-32 is quoted by Peter in Acts 2:16-21.

AMOS

“Amos” means “burden-bearer.” Asalife’s work,
> was neithera prophet nor the son of a prophet, but
a farmer (1:1; 7:14). In the days of Uzziah, king of
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Judah, and Jeroboam, God called Amos from his
home in the southern kingdom (1:1) and told him to
go the northern kingdom to prophesy (7:15). He ap-
parently went north (7:10, 13), spoke God’s message
of judgment against Israel, and then went home.

OBADIAH

“Obadiah” means “servant of Jehovah.” This is
the shortest book in the Old Testament. Obadiah’s
message is basically against the Edomites, the descen-
dants of Esau (Gen. 25:30; 36:1). Throughout their
history, the Israelites and the Edomites were hostile
toward one another. The final blow was the action of

the Edomites when Jerusalem was destroyed (vv. 10-
14). !

JONAH

“Jonah” means “dove.” Jonah lived and worked
in the northern kingdom in the days of Jeroboam
{2 Kings 14:25). He followed the work of Elijah and
Elisha in that area. God told him to preach to the city
of Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, which destroyed
the northernkingdom a few years later. Jonah's expe-

rience in the great fish is a type of the resurrection of
Christ (Mt. 12:39, 40).

‘MICAH

“Micah” means “Who is like Jehovah?” Micah
lived in the southern kingdom and preached during
the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah (1:1). He
was a contemporary of Isaiah. He is the only minor
prophet who addressed his messages of judgment to
both the northern kingdom, Israel, and the southern
kingdom, Judah (1:5). He also looked ahead to the
return from captivity (2:12,13), the birth of Jesus (5:2),
and the establishment of the church (4:1-4).

NAHUM

“Nahum” means “consolation” or “comforter.”
Nahum’s message was one of consolation to the Jews,
for one of their worst enemies, Assyria, was to be
destroyed. He worked more than one hundred years
after Jonah’s preaching produced penitence in Nin-
eveh, the capital of Assyria. By Nahum’s day, God’s
patience had run out.




HABAKKUK :

“Habakkuk” may mean “one who clings or em-
braces.” Habakkuk's topic, the destruction of the
Chaldeans (Babylonian Empire), is not unique, but
his approach is. The first two chapters are a dialogue
between Habakkuk and God on the problems of evil
and suffering. The last chapter is a prayer-song that
resolves the issue. The message is that God has a plan
and purpose, so we must trust and believe in Him.
Hab. 2:4 is quoted in Rom. 1:17, Gal. 3:11, and Heb.
10:38.

ZEPHANIAH .

“Zephaniah” means “Jehovah has guarded or
hidden.” Zephaniah worked during the reign of Jo-
siah(1:1). Hewasa contemporary of Jeremiah. He not
only described the fall of Judah; he also told of the fall
of the surrounding nations. He embodied many of the
prophecies of the Old Testament in one package.

HAGGAI

“Haggai” is an abbreviation of a Hebrew word
that means “festival of Jehovah.” Haggai encouraged
the rebuilding of the temple following the Israelites’
return from captivity, after Zerubbabel and Joshua
had ceased to build.

The spoiled child throws his toysdownand pouts,
“I'mbored!” The successful man sprawlsin the middle
of his prosperity and complains, “I'm bored!” The
ungrateful child of God ignores his spiritual blessings
and cries, “I'm bored, bored, bored!”

When the Jews returned from Babylonian captiv-
ity, they were too busy and had too many obstacles to
overcome for them to be bored. Gradually those ob-
stacles were removed: The temple was rebuilt; temple
worship was resumed; the walls of Jerusalem were
rebuilt; Israel was re-established as a nation. Then, as
life returned to normal, when the Israelites could
have (and should have) rejoiced in all Jehovah had
done for them, they became bored.

I. BORED WITH WORSHIP (1:6-14).

A. It was the same thing week after week: Pick
out the best lamb, the best calf, or the best goat
(Lev. 22:20-24; Deut. 15:21 ) and bring it to the
priest to be sacrificed. “How tiresome! What a
burden!” (v.13; NASB; NIV). Asa result, their
worship had deteriorated into a half-hearted
sham (vv. 7, 8).

B. The prophet’s response:

1. “The problem is not with the worship ar-
rangement. The problem is with you. Itis a

When God'’s Cﬁj]dren Ger Bored ( Malachs)

ZECHARIAH

“Zechariah” means “remembered of Jehovah.”
Zechariah worked with Haggai in encouraging the
rebuilding of the temple. Haggai dealt mainly with
the present and with the immediate future as he
urged the Israelites to build; Zechariah held out as
encouragement the promise of a brighter tomorrow.
His book contains a number of messianjc prophecies,
suchas The Triumphal Entry (9:9, 10) and the betrayal
(11:12, 13). The book contains more specific refer-
ences to the crucifixion than any other Old Testament
book except Psalms (note 12:10-12; 13:6, 7).

MALACHI

“Malachi” is an abbreviation of a Hebrew word
that means “messenger of Jehovah.” Malachi was
probably a co-worker with Nehemiah; they dealt
with the same problems: indifference in worship,
indifference in marriage, etc. Malachi’s prophecy
about the coming of Elijah (4:5, 6), or John the Baptizer
(see Mt. 11:7-14), ties the last book of the Old Testa-
ment with the first books of the New Testament.

THE BIG MESSAGE
God is God! We must take Him seriously. “God is
not mocked” (Gal. 6:7).

problem of how you view God!” (v. 6).
2. If we cannot give God our best, it would be
better toshut the doors of the church (v. 10)!
3. God never expects what we cannot give,
but He does expect the best of what we have.
He will not acceptless (v. 14; cf. 2:13; 3:3, 4).
C. The lesson for us: If we are bored with wor-
ship, let us first look at ourselves. Each of us
should ask, “What is my relationship with
God? Why do I come to worship anyway? Do
I"fit God into my schedule’? Do I always give
God my best’;?” (Note Jn. 4:23, 24.)

[I. BORED WITH MARRIAGE (2:10-16).

A. Is this an abrupt break in thought? No. Their
failure in worship was a failure to understand
who God is. God is a God of covenant (vv. 4,5,
8, 10; 3:1), a God who makes promises and
keeps them! He expects His people to be a
people of covenant and to keep their word.
These people were not honoring their prom-
1ses. Proof: They were not keeping the cov-
enant of marriage.

1. Two things are mentioned: intermarriage
with pagan women (v. 11; see also Ezra
9:1ff.) and divorcing the wives they had
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married when they were young (vv. 14-16).

2. These problems probably went together:
Bored with their Jewish wives, the men
turned to exotic pagan women.

B. We can imagine their line of thought: “I'm
bored with this marriage. All the fun has gone
out of it. I'm not happy. Surely God wants me
to be happy!” The prophet’s reaction:

1. “God made both you and your wife; you
should respect her {v. 10]! Instead, you are
dealing treacherously with her” (v. 14).

2. "You are violating the second most impor-
tantcovenant one can make—second only to
one’s covenant with God” (v. 14).

3. The purpose of marriage is not to scratch
you where you itch, but to produce godly
offspring (v. 15), i.e., children who love and
obey God.

4. God hates divorce (v. 16)!

C. This message is needed today (Mt. 19:3-9)!

III. BORED WITH GIVING (3:7-12).

A. This may seem to be an anti-climax, but one
way to tell if our relationship with God and
others is going sour is to look at our giving.
When God challenged His children to repent,
they, in effect, said, “We have nothing to re-
pent of.” God answered, “Let Me give you a
vivid example of what you need to repent of:
You have been robbing Me!” (3:7, 8).

1. Tithes, or 10 percent (Lev. 27:30-33; Num.
18:21-32; Deut. 12:17, 18; 14:28, 29).

2. Offerings, including annual contributions
in addition to the tithes (Deut. 12:6,11,17).

B. Again we canimagine the people’sreasoning:
“I get so tired of hearing of money, money,
money! Do they not realize the economy is
bad (vv. 11, 14)? How can I maintain my
house, my chariots, my slaves, my valuable
collection of mint-condition shekels if I keep
giving?” The prophet’s response:

L. Failure to give indicates failure to recog-
nize the source of one’s blessings and fail-
ure to understand that God owns every-
thing (v. 8).

2. Failure to give as one should is worse than
robbing a bank; it is robbing God (v. 8).

3. The reason we have financial problems
may be that we do not trust the Lord enough
to give properly (vv. 9-12; note 2 Chron.
31:10).

C. God does not bind the tithe in the New Testa-
ment, but He has commanded us to give liber-
ally (2 Cor. 9:6,7;1 Cor. 16:2). If we do, He has
promised to bless us (Lk. 6:38; 2 Cor. 9:10).
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CONCLUSION

[ remember Grandma'’s response when we said,

“I'mbored.” She would tell us, “You get out of some-

thing what you put in.” Malachi says essentially the
same thing to those who have said it is vain to serve
God: “Then those who feared the Lord spoke to one
another, and the Lord gaveattentionand heard it, and
a book of remembrance was written before Him for
those who fear the Lord and who esteem His name.
‘And they will be Mine,” says the Lord of hosts, ‘on the
day that I prepare My own possession, and I will
spare them as a man spares his own son who serves
him.” So you will again distinguish between the right-
eous and the wicked, between one who serves God
and one who does not serve Him” (3:16-18).

The Minor Prophets

The twelve books that comprise this prophetic
anthology differ considerably in substance and style.
Some contain elements of biography that supplement
the prophetic preaching with some insight concern-
ing the preacher (Amos, Hosea). Others remain for
practical purposes anonymous, despite the names
attached to them (Obadiah, Malachi). They range in
date from periods separated by more than three cen-
turies (from about 750 B.C. to 400 B.C.). They reflect
different geographical locations, some reflecting life
in the ancient monarchical states of Israel and Judah,
others pertaining to the period after the Exile. But for
all the differences between them, the books share
common ground. All are concerned with prophecy,
namely the declaration of God’s word to the people of
God. And taken together, the Twelve Prophets pro-
vide us with a panorama of Israel’s religion during
oneof the most critical periods of its history. From the
false confidence of the time of the monarchy, to the
despair of those in exile, and finally to the new hopes
and aspirations following exile, we are provided with
an understanding of the transition from an old state-
religion to the birth-pains of a newly formed commu-
nity of God’s people.

A century or so after the completion of the Book
of the Twelve Prophets, Joshua ben Sira wrote his
famous wisdom work, in which he extolled the fame
of Israel’s past heroes. His words concerning the
Twelve Prophets indicate not only their greatness in
bygone years, but also their potential contribution to
the future: “May the bones of the twelve prophets
also send forth new life from the ground where they
lie! For they put new heart into Jacob (Israel) and
rescued the people by their confident hope”
(Ecclesiasticus 49:10).

Twelve Prophets
Peter C. Craigie

@




Minor Prophets

The prophets occupy a surprisingly large part of the Old Testament, especially when
placed against our estimation of those books. Yet, their confusing, repetitious, and alien speeches
contain the lessons that God wanted His people to understand; messages that are as valuable
today as they were when they were first spoken.

So, what about the Minor Prophets, theses little messages from God?

Seeing the little messages for the first time

They might be little, but they are not minor, c.f. Hosea 6:6, Matthew 9:13;12:7;
23:23, Matthew 7:12

The prophets spoke God’s will to men, c.f. Hebrews 1:1, Amos 3:7

God guaranteed the messages of the prophets, 2 Peter 1:20,21, Deuteronomy
18:20-22 ,

Much of what the prophets said were conditional, c.f. Jonah, Jeremiah 18:1-10
The prophets spoke in times stressed by political, social, economic, and cultural
conflicts

The messages of the prophets were always practical applications of a relationship
with God and its expressions in the lives of the people around those being addressed,
c.f. Hosea 4:1-3;10:12;12:6

The Minor Prophets have much to say about Jesus, cf. Micah 4:1-8; 7:14,15

All of the Minor Prophets, except for Obadiah and Nahum, are quoted in the New
Testament.

Some Big Messages in these little messages

God 1s Holy, Habakkuk 2:13, Hosea 14:9 -

God is sovereign, Nahum 1:2,3, Joel 2:25-27, Micah 6:5

The place of the heart is emphasized again and again, Joel 2:13, Hosea 6:3, Micah
6:6-8

Hypocritical worship and lifestyles are never accepted, Amos 5:21-24, Hosea 6:6,
Malachi 1:11-14; 2:13,14 :

Sin 1s unbelievably ugly, Amos 1:2-2:8, Hosea 4:1,2

Righteousness is in how we treat others, Micah 6:8, Amos 5:12-15

Faithfulness and loyalty are necessary in a relationship with God, Micah 7:18,
Hosea 6:4, Habakkuk 2:4

God is merciful, Joel 2:13, Hosea 6:1,2, Jonah 4:9-11

God’s desire is to save people, Amos 5:14,15, Micah 7:18,19

Learning from these little messages

How seriously do we take our relationship with God?

How faithful are we to God’s laws and attitudes?

Do we understand and believe that sin is a serious and deadly problem?
Christians are often called hypocrites; what can be said about us?

God has been merciful, loving, kind, and patient with us; how do we treat others?

God wants us accept His offer of salvation; we should be willing to give everything
up in favor of that offer

Lets take the messages of the Minor Prophets and apply them to our lives - this is what
life is all about!



I1.

INTRODUCTION TO THE MINOR PROPHETS

WHY STUDY THE MINOR POPHETS?

A. The Minor Prophets are rather small books tucked away at the end of the
O.T., and people often know little about them.

B. Some wonder if there is even any value in studying them.

C. I maintain we should study them, and here’s why.

1.

2.

3.

They are a part of “all Scripture” that is “inspired of God.” (2 Tim.
3:16).

All of them, with the exception of Obadiah and Nahum, are quoted
or echoed in the N.T.

They serve to help us understand the N.T., i.e., they furnish us with
background information.

They contain many lessons of eternal value—the righteousness of
God, His dissatisfaction with barren ritual, His concern for the less
fortunate, etc.

In some cases, they point forward to the coming of the Christ and
the Messianic Kingdom. (The “Church Fathers” primarily looked
at them in this way.)

D. I’m reminded of the truthfulness of Romans 15:4.

SOME BASIC CONSIDERATIONS THAT ARE IMPORTANT IN
UNDERSTANDING ANY OF THE PROPHETS OR ANY OF THE BOOKS
OF PROPHECY

A. The prophets were people who spoke for another.

1.

2.
3.

They were not foretellers; they were “forth tellers.” (Word literally

means, “to boil up like a fountain.”)

Aaron was Moses” prophet (Exodus 4:10,16; 7:1).

They were known by different terms that help understand their

work.

a. The most common term is simply “prophet,” nabi.

e Occurs some 400 times in the O.T. as a noun, and verb
forms are found another 110 times.

e It has to do with “calling,” and the debate is whether it
is active or passive, i.e., whether the prophet is the one
who is called by God or the one who does the calling on
God’s behalf. Both ideas would be correct.

b. He is also called a “seer” (1 Sam.9:9), and this is probably
due to the fact they often received their messages through
dreams, visions, etc. [Terms are used interchangeably in
passages such at 2 Kings 17:13 and Micah 3:6-7).

c. He is also called a “man of God” (1 Kings 13:1).

d. He is called God’s “messenger” (Isa. 42:19)



III.

€. He was assigned the role of “watchman” (Ezek. 3:17;

33:7).
f. Prophets were also called simply “servants” (Amos 3:7;
Jer.7:25).
B. It was through the prophets that God made His will known to the people
(Heb 1:1).
. Moses was the lawgiver (Neh. 8:1,14; 9:13-14; John 1:17; 7: 19).
2. Priests were administrators of the law and served before God on

behalf of the people (Lev. 10:8-11; Hos. 4:6; Mal. 2:7).

3. The wise men gave counsel (2 Sam. 14:1-24; 20:16-22).

4. The psalmists were the poets, “sweet singers” (2 Sam. 23:1; 1
Chron. 6:33).

5. The prophets were communicators of the Word of God.

C. God guaranteed His message through the work of the Holy Spirit (2 Peter
1:20-21).

D. This means that the prophets did not introduce their own ideas or any new
law. They simply spoke on God’s behalf, calling people back to God’s
ways.

E. The test of a prophet was whether what he said came to pass or not (Deut.
18:20-22).

F. Much of what they said was conditional (Jer. 18:5-11). [Nineveh is a case
in point. Repentance can cause God to do otherwise (cf. 1 Kings 21:29)].

G. The prophets lived in tumultous times. They lived before, during and
immediately after the Assyrian and Babylonian captivities.

1. The prophets did not deal with the remote and the abstract.
2. Their messages were down-to-earth and spoke to the people where
they were.

H. God’s final revelation is made through His Son (Heb. 1:1-2). The N.T.
writers often said, “This is that which was spoken by the prophets (cf.
Acts 2:16; 3:24-26).

THE NAMES AND ARRANGEMENT OF THE MINOR PROPHETS

A. Not all of the prophets were writing prophets.
1. Though still called “prophets,” these early prophets did not leave

behind any written collection of their oracles.

a. These prophets are generally called “The Early Prophets”
or “Oral Prophets.”

b. They can be dated from ca. 1050-750 BC.

c. Names such as Samuel, Elijah, Elisha, Nathan, Gad, etc.
are on this list.

d. The prophets often traveled in bands or “schools” (1 Sam.
10:5,10; 19:20).
2. It was not until the 8" century that collections were found.

B. Inthe O.T., we have 17 books of prophecy.



1, Five of these are called “major prophets” simply because their
books are longer—not more important.
2. Twelve of them are called “minor prophets” simply because their
books are shorter—not less significant.
a. Augustine seems to be the first one to call them the
“minor prophets.”
b. By the Hebrews, they were called “The Twelve
Prophets,” or “The Book of the Twelve.”
C. The arrangement is interesting, for they are not exactly in chronological
order.
1. Length and date do seem to fit into the order, however.
2. The Assyrian Period prophets are placed first and the Persian
Period prophets are placed last.
Our English Bible follows the order of the Hebrew Bible.
he style of these 12 books is different, too.
Amos, Jonah and Hosea tell stories about the prophets themselves.
Nahum is entirely made up of oracles the prophet spoke.
Zecheriah has a large section of visions.
Malachi contains arguments between the prophet and the people.
Habbakuk speaks to God; might even say he argued with God.
Haggai clearly dates his oracles, while the others do not.

S SR

IV.  THE TIMES OF THE PROPHETS

A. As indicated, the prophets lived in difficult times, and they dealt primarily
with the events of the day.

B. It is important to fix some key dates in our minds.
1. 721—The fall of Samaria to Assyria and the exile of the Northern
Kingdom.
2. 612—The fall of Nineveh to the Babylonians, Medes and
Scythians.

3. 606—The battle of Carchemish by which Babylon became the

dominant power in the Middle East. Battle Qarquar occurred in

853, and the Assyrian Period is usually marked from Qargar to

Chachemish. -

597—The fall of Jerusalem to Nebuchadnezzar.

586—The destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar.

539—The beginning of the Persian Period.

536—The decree of Cyrus that allowed the return led by

Zerubbabal to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple.

8. 520—The work of Haggai and Zechariah to stir up the people to
resume the work on the temple.

9. 516—The completion and dedication of the temple.

10.  456—The return led by Ezra.

11.  445—Nehemiah rebuilds the walls of Jerusalem.

Nk



unknown

Early Shalmaneser Ill | Edom
Assryian {859-824 BC)
Early Shalmaneser lil | Judah Joash
Assryian (859-824 BC) (835-796 BC)
Early Shalmaneser IV | Ninevah Shalmaneser IV
Assryian (783-773BC) (783-773BC)
Assryian Ashurdan l| Northern Jeroboam |l
(773-755 BC) Kingdom (786-746 BC)
Assryian Ashurmrai Northern Zechariah
(755-745 BC), Kingdom (753-752 BC),
Tiglath-Pileser ll| Shallum
(745-727 BC) {1 month),
Menahem
(752-742 BC),
Pekahiah
(742-740 BC),
Pekah
(752-732 BC),
Hoshea
(732-722 BC)
Assryian Tiglath-Pileser 11l | Judah Ahaz
(745-727 BC) {Southern | (735-715 BC),
Kingdom) | Hezekiah
(730-686 BC)
Assryian Ashurbanipal Ninevah Ashurbanipal
(669-633 BC) (669-633 BC)
Assryian Ashuretililani Judah Josiah
(633-629) (Southern | (640-609 BC)
Sinsharishkun Kingdom)
(629-612 BC)
Babylonian | Nabopolassar Judah Josiah
(626-605 BC) (Southern | (640-609 BC)
Kingdom)
Persian Darius | Judah none
(post- (522-486 BC) (Southern
exhilic) Kingdom)
Persian Darius | Judah none
(post- (622-486 BC) (Southern
o exhilic) Kingdom)
“Malachi.-- .| 440 BC | Persian Artaxerxes | Judah none
R (post- (464-423 BC) (Southern
exhilic) Kingdom)

Key events

854 BC - battle of Quarquar (Assyria defeats Israel)

722 BC - fall of Samaria to Assyria
612 BC - fall of Ninevah to Babylon

606 BC - battle of Carchemish (Babylon defeats

Assyria)

597 BC - fall of Jerusalem to Babylon

586 BC - Complete destruction of Jerusalem by

Babylon

536 BC - decree of Cryus permitting return of exhiles
520 BC - Haggai and Zachariah organize people to

516 BC - completion and dedication of second temple

Babylon)

539 BC - beginning of Persian period (Cyrus takes

rebuild the temple

456 BC - return led by Ezra

445 BC - Nehemiah rebuilds the walls of Jerusalem
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The Minor ?mpher's;

Cittle Books Wirh a Big ]/[essage

CHAPTERS TO READ: Hos. 1—3; Joel 1, 2; Amos
3,4; Obad. 1;Jon. 1, 3; Mic. 4, 5; Nahum 1, 3; Hab.
1,2; Zeph. 1, 3; Hag. 1, 2; Zech.7,8;Mal. 1, 4.

THE MINOR PROPHETS

The last twelve books in the Old Testament are
called “The Minor Prophets.” In the Hebrew Bible,
they were combined into one book. They are not
called “minor” because they are unimportant; rather,
as arule, they are shorter than “The Major Prophets.”
Some of the books refer to rulers; it will help your
understanding to review the spiritual situation at the
times when those men ruled. Since some of the books
are not dated, we cannot be dogmatic as to when they
were written. Note, however, that all the dated books
are arranged in chronological order. It does no harm
to think of each undated book as being written in the
general time frame between the previous dated book
and the next dated book.

HOSEA

“Hosea” means “salvation” or “deliverance.”
Hosea worked for more than sixty years with the
northern kingdom of Israel (7:5), starting with the
reign of Jeroboam. He was a contemporary of Isaiah
(1:7), who worked with the southern kingdom of
Judah. Chaps. 1—3 are the key to the book. They tell
of the unfaithfulness of Hosea’s wife, Gomer, and her
subsequent acceptance by Hosea. Gomer is typical of
Israel; Hosea, typical of God. The message is that God
loves His people even when they go away, and He
longs for their return. Hos. 11:1 is quoted in Mt. 2:15.

JOEL

“Joel” means “Jehovahis God.” Joel worked with
the southern kingdom. He pictured a plague of lo-
custs (probably, it literally came; see Amos 4:9). The
locusts were symbolic of God’s judgment. The figure
of the locusts is reflected in the Book of Revelation
(9:1-11).Joel 2:28-32 is quoted by Peter in Acts 2:16-21.

AMOS

“Amos” means “burden-bearer.” Asalife’s work,
he was neither a prophet nor the son of a prophet, but
a farmer (1:1; 7:14). In the days of Uzziah, king of
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Judah, and Jeroboam, God called Amos from his
home in the southern kingdom (1:1) and told him to
go the northern kingdom to prophesy (7:15). He ap-
parently went north (7:10, 13), spoke God’s message
of Judgment against Israel, and then went home.

OBADIAH

“Obadiah” means “servant of Jehovah.” This is
the shortest book in the Old Testament. Obadiah’s
messageis basically against the Edomites, the descen-
dants of Esau (Gen. 25:30; 36:1). Throughout their
history, the Israelites and the Edomites were hostile
toward one another. The final biow was the action of

the Edomites when Jerusalem was destroyed (vv. 10-
14). :

JONAH

“TJonah” means “dove.” Jonah lived and worked
in the northern kingdom in the days of Jeroboam
{2 Kings 14:25). He followed the work of Elijah and
Elisha in that area. God told him to preach to the city
of Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, which destroyed
the northern kingdom a few years later. Jonah's expe-
rience in the great fish is a type of the resurrection of
Christ (Mt. 12:39, 40).

MICAH

“Micah” means “Who is like Jehovah?” Micah
lived in the southern kingdom and preached during
the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah (1:1). He
was a contemporary of Isaiah. He is the only minor
prophet who addressed his messages of judgment to
both the northern kingdom, Israel, and the southern
kingdom, Judah (1:5). He also looked ahead to the
return from captivity (2:12, 13), the birth of Jesus (5:2),
and the establishment of the church (4:1-4).

NAHUM

“Nahum” means “consolation” or “comforter.”
Nahum's message was one of consolation to the Jews,
for one of their worst enemies, Assyria, was to be
destroyed. He worked more than one hundred years
after Jonah’s preaching produced penitence in Nin-
eveh, the capital of Assyria. By Nahum'’s day, God’s
patience had run out.

"




HABAKKUK ;

“Habakkuk” may mean “one who clings or em-
braces.” Habakkuk's topic, the destruction of the
Chaldeans (Babylonian Empire), is not unique, but
his approach is. The first two chapters are a dialogue
between Habakkuk and God on the problems of evil
and suffering. The last chapter is a prayer-song that
resolves the issue. The message is that God has a plan
and purpose, so we must trust and believe in Him.
Hab. 2:4 is quoted in Rom. 1:17, Gal. 3:11, and Heb.
10:38.

ZEPHANIAH

“Zephaniah” means “Jehovah has guarded or
hidden.” Zephaniah worked during the reign of Jo-
siah (1:1). He was a contemporary of Jeremiah. He not
only described the fall of Judah; he also told of the fall
of the surrounding nations. He embodied many of the
prophecies of the Old Testament in one package.

HAGGAI

“Haggai” is an abbreviation of a Hebrew word
that means “festival of Jehovah.” Haggai encouraged
the rebuilding of the temple following the Israelites’
return from captivity, after Zerubbabel and Joshua
had ceased to build.

The spoiled child throws his toys down and pouts,
“I'mbored!” The successful man sprawlsin the middle
of his prosperity and complains, “I'm bored!” The
ungrateful child of God ignores his spiritual blessings
and cries, “I’'m bored, bored, bored!”

When the Jews returned from Babylonian captiv-
ity, they were too busy and had too many obstacles to
overcome for them to be bored. Gradually those ob-
stacles were removed: The temple was rebuilt; temple
worship was resumed; the walls of Jerusalem were
rebuilt; Israel was re-established as a nation. Then, as
life returned to normal, when the Israelites could
have (and should have) rejoiced in all Jehovah had
done for them, they became bored.

I. BORED WITH WORSHIP (1:6-14).

A. It was the same thing week after week: Pick
out the best lamb, the best calf, or the best goat
(Lev.22:20-24; Deut. 15:21) and bring it to the
priest to be sacrificed. “How tiresome! Whata
burden!” (v.13; NASB; NIV). As a result, their
worship had deteriorated into a half-hearted
sham (vv. 7, 8).

B. The prophet’s response:

1. “The problem is not with the worship ar-
rangement. The problem is with you. Itis a

When God's Children Get Bored ( Malachi)

7ZECHARIAH

“Zechariah” means “remembered of Jehovah.”
Zechariah worked with Haggai in encouraging the
rebuilding of the temple. Haggai dealt mainly with
the present and with the immediate future as he
urged the Israelites to build; Zechariah held out as
encouragement the promise of a brighter tomorrow.
His book contains a number of messianic prophecies,
such as The Triumphal Entry (9:9,10) and the betrayal
(11:12, 13). The book contains more specific refer-
ences to the crucifixion than any other Old Testament
book except Psalms (note 12:10-12; 13:6, 7).

MALACHI

“Malachi” is an abbreviation of a Hebrew word
that means “messenger of Jehovah.” Malachi was
probably a co-worker with Nehemiah; they dealt
with the same problems: indifference in worship,
indifference in marriage, etc. Malachi’s prophecy
about the coming of Elijah (4:5, 6), or John the Baptizer
(see Mt. 11:7-14), ties the last book of the Old Testa-
ment with the first books of the New Testament.

THE BIG MESSAGE
God is God! We must take Him seriously. “God is
not mocked” (Gal. 6:7).

problem of how you view God!” (v. 6).
2. If we cannot give God our best, it would be
better to shut the doors of the church (v. 10)!
3. God never expects what we cannot give,
but He does expect the best of what we have.
He will not acceptless (v. 14; cf. 2:13; 3:3, 4).
C. The lesson for us: If we are bored with wor-
ship, let us first look at ourselves. Each of us
should ask, “What is my relationship with
God? Why do I come to worship anyway? Do
I’fit God into my schedule’? Dolalways give
God my best?” (Note Jn. 4:23, 24.)

{I. BORED WITH MARRIAGE (2:10-16).

A. Is this an abrupt break in thought? No. Their
failure in worship was a failure to understand
who God is. God is a God of covenant (vv. 4,5,
8, 10; 3:1), a God who makes promises and
keeps them! He expects His people to be a
people of covenant and to keep their word.
These people were not honoring their prom-
ises. Proof: They were not keeping the cov-
enant of marriage.

1. Two things are mentioned: intermarriage
with pagan women (v. 11; see also Ezra
9:1ff.) and divorcing the wives they had
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married when they were young (vv. 14-1 6).

2. These problems probably went together:
Bored with their Jewish wives, the men
turned to exotic pagan women.

B. We can imagine their line of thought: “I'm
bored with this marriage. All the fun has gone
out of it. I'm not happy. Surely God wants me
to be happy!” The prophet’s reaction:

1. “God made both you and your wife; you
should respect her [v. 10]! Instead, you are
dealing treacherously with her” (v. 14).

2. “You are violating the second most impor-
tant covenant one can make—second only to
one’s covenant with God” (v. 14).

3. The purpose of marriage’is not to scratch
you where you itch, but to produce godly
offspring (v.15), 1.e., childrenwholove and
obey God.

4. God hates divorce (v. 16)!

C. This message is needed today (Mt. 19:3-9)!

I11. BORED WITH GIVING (3:7-12).

A. This may seem to be an anti-climax, but one
way to tell if our relationship with God and
others is going sour is to look at our giving.
When God challenged His children to repent,
they, in effect, said, “We have nothing to re-
pent of.” God answered, “Let Me give you a
vivid example of what you need to repent of:
You have been robbing Me!” (3.7, 8).

1. Tithes, or 10 percent (Lev. 27:30-33; Num.
18:21-32; Deut. 12:17, 18; 14:28, 29).

2. Offerings, including annual contributions
in addition to the tithes (Deut. 12:6, 11, 17).

B. Again we canimagine the people’s reasoning:
“] get so tired of hearing of money, money,
money! Do they not realize the economy is
bad (vv. 11, 14)? How can I maintain my
house, my chariots, my slaves, my valuable
collection of mint-condition shekels if I keep
giving?” The prophet’s response:

1. Failure to give indicates failure to recog-
nize the source of one’s blessings and fail-
ure to understand that God owns every-
thing (v. 8).

2. Failure to give as one should is worse than
robbing a bank; it is robbing God (v. 8).

3. The reason we have financial problems
may be that we do not trust the Lord enough
to give properly (vv. 9-12; note 2 Chron.
31:10).

C. God does not bind the tithe in the New Testa-
ment, but He has commanded us to give liber-
ally (2Cor. 9:6,7; 1 Cor. 16:2).If we do, He has
promised to bless us (Lk. 6:38; 2 Cor. 9:10).
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CONCLUSION
I remember Grandma'’s response when we said,

“I'mbored.” She would tell us, “You get out of some-

thing what you put in.” Malachi says essentially the
same thing to those who have said it is vain to serve
God: “Then those who feared the Lord spoke to one
another, and the Lord gaveattention and heard it,and
a book of remembrance was written before Him for
those who fear the Lord and who esteem His name.
‘And they will be Mine,” says the Lord of hosts, ‘on the
day that I prepare My own possession, and I will
spare them as a man spares his own son who serves
him.’ So you will again distinguish between the right-
eous and the wicked, between one who serves God
and one who does not serve Him” (3:16-18).

The Minor Prophets

The twelve books that comprise this prophetic
anthology differ considerably in substance and style.
Some contain elements of biography that supplement
the prophetic preaching with some insight concern-
ing the preacher (Amos, Hosea). Others remain for
practical purposes anonymous, despite the names
attached to them (Obadiah, Malachi). They range in
date from periods separated by more than three cen-
turies (from about 750 B.C. to 400 B.C.). They reflect
different geographical locations, some reflecting life
in the ancient monarchical states of Israel and Judah,
others pertaining to the period after the Exile. But for
all the differences between them, the books share
common ground. All are concerned with prophecy,
namely the declaration of God’s word to the people of
God. And taken together, the Twelve Prophets pro-
vide us with a panorama of Israel’s religion during
one of the most critical periods of its history. From the
false confidence of the time of the monarchy, to the
despair of those in exile, and finally to the new hopes
and aspirations following exile, we are provided with
an understanding of the transition from an old state-
religion to the birth-pains of a newly formed commu-
nity of God’s people.

A century or so after the completion of the Book
of the Twelve Prophets, Joshua ben Sira wrote his
famous wisdom work, in which he extolled the fame
of Israel’s past heroes. His words concerning the
Twelve Prophets indicate not only their greatness in
bygone years, but also their potential contribution to
the future: “May the bones of the twelve prophets
also send forth new life from the ground where they
lie! For they put new heart into Jacob (Israel) and
rescued the people by their confident hope”
(Ecclesiasticus 49:10).

Twelve Prophets
Peter C. Craigie




Minor Prophets

The prophets occupy a surprisingly large part of the Old Testament, especially when
placed against our estimation of those books. Yet, their confusing, repetitious, and alien speeches
contain the lessons that God wanted His people to understand; messages that are as valuable
today as they were when they were first spoken.

So, what about the Minor Prophets, theses little messages from God?

Seeing the little messages for the first time
* They might be little, but they are not minor, c.f. Hosea 6:6, Matthew 9:13:12:7;
23:23, Matthew 7:12
» The prophets spoke God’s will to men, c.f. Hebrews 1:1, Amos 3:7
* God guaranteed the messages of the prophets, 2 Peter 1:20,21, Deuteronomy
18:20-22
*  Much of what the prophets said were conditional, ¢.f. Jonah, Jeremiah 18:1-10

» The prophets spoke in times stressed by political, social, economic, and cultural
conflicts

» The messages of the prophets were always practical applications of a relationship
with God and its expressions in the lives of the people around those being addressed,
c.f. Hosea 4:1-3;10:12;12:6

* The Minor Prophets have much to say about Jesus, cf. Micah 4:1-8; 7:14,15

 All of the Minor Prophets, except for Obadiah and Nahum, are quoted in the New
Testament.

Some Big Messages in these little messages

e God is Holy, Habakkuk 2:13, Hosea 14:9 -

* God is sovereign, Nahum 1:2,3, Joel 2:25-27, Micah 6:5

e The place of the heart is emphasized again and again, Joel 2:13, Hosea 6:3, Micah
6:6-8

¢ Hypocritical worship and lifestyles are never accepted Amos 5:21-24, Hosea 6:6,
Malachi 1:11-14; 2:13,14

e Sinis unbelievably ugly, Amos 1:2-2:8, Hosea 4 1,2

* Righteousness is in how we treat others, Micah 6:8, Amos 5:12-15

« Faithfulness and loyalty are necessary in a relationship with God, Micah 7:18,
Hosea 6:4, Habakkuk 2:4

»  God is merciful, Joel 2:13, Hosea 6:1,2, Jonah 4:9-11

e God’s desire is to save people, Amos 5:14,15, Micah 7:18,19

Learning from these little messages

» How seriously do we take our relationship with God?

¢ How faithful are we to God’s laws and attitudes?

e Do we understand and believe that sin is a serious and deadly problem?

o Christians are often called hypocrites; what can be said about us?

¢ God has been merciful, loving, kind, and patient with us; how do we treat others?

o God wants us accept His offer of salvation; we should be willing to give everything
up in favor of that offer

Lets take the messages of the Minor Prophets and apply them to our lives - this is what
life is all about!



THE MINOR PROPHETS /
Lesson COne

INTRCDUCTIONH:
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How much do you know about the minor prophets? In fact, how nuch do you know about
the 01ld Testament? ’
It is true that we are no longer living under the 01d Testament (Col. 2:12) but "the
things written aforetime were written for our learning.”’ (Rom. 15:4). What hapoened
to God's people in times past and how God dealt with them still serves as essential
examples for us today. (I Cor. 12:6, 1il),
ifany so~called “prophetic writers and speakers™ of our day read into the prophets
everything from “tire rationing” to "hydrogen bombs” and as a result fail to see and
understand the vital messages of our day.

Since all of the minor provhets are quoted or echoed in the lew Testament, excapt
Obadiah & Hahum, it is urgent that we study themn.

“These lessons, however, are built upon the assumption that the prophets first had a
méssage revelant to the moral and religious situation of their own day. It is the
duty of the expositor to try first to set forth that message. But of what value,
other than to satisfy curiosity, can such a message bezE(White it is granted that
times have changed and nev gadgets have become abundants it is-denied—that the basic
issues of life are different today from those of the days of the prophets. ifen still
trust in material strength and delight in wealth and luxury while they forget God.
There is nothing particularly new about lying, killing, stealing and committing
adultery. Oppression and injustice are rampant. :ilen still tend to heed the speaker
who presents the pleasant message and assure them that their deeds are satisfactory.
lien prefer to make amends by sacrifice rather than to do right. The prophets, pro-
perly interpreted, speak to these issues as though they were among us today, present-
ing their thoughts in unforgetable figures of speech.é>The nrophets insist that God -
rather than economice or politics - is the final arbiter of history Their megssgge

:j@jjfgg;g} be out of date." (The Iiinor Prophets, Jack Lewis, p. 8).

Pl

6. ©"AIT of the minor prophets were concerned with the sin and iniquity of their day,
and even though today the devil has gone out of fashion, he has not gone out of
business; therefore, these prophets have vital messages for us.” (Ellis, G. A., ilarch
22, 1951, p« 1718).

DISCUSSION:

L. SOME BASIC PRIVCIPLES ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTAWDIIIG THE PROPHETS.
A. A prophet was a nman that spoke and was moved by the spirit of God. “Knowing this

77 first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For

the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” (2 Pet. 1:20,21).

5. ‘'The prophet cannot introduce strange religions.” (Lewis) "If there arise among
you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, And
the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us
go after other gods, which thou hast not known, and let us serve them; Thou shalt
not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the
Lord your God proveth-you, to know whether ye love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul. Ye shall walk after the Lord your God, and
fear hiwm, and keep his commandments, and obey his voice, and ye shall serve him,
and cleave unto him. And that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, shall be put
to death; because he hath spoken to turn you away from the Lord your God, which
brought you out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed you out of the house of bondage
to thrust thee out of the way which the Lord thy God commanded thee to walk in.
So shalt thou put the evil away from the midst of thee.' ( Deut. 13:1-5) He had
the responsibility of calling men back to the law of iMoses, not introducing new
laws.
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“But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in my name, which I have
not commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of other gods, even
that prophet shall die. And if thou say in thine heart, llow shall we know the
word which the Lord hath not spoken? When a provhet speaketh in the name of

the Lord, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the
Lord hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt
not be afraid of him.' (Deut. 18:20-22). These verses reveal that a true prophet
was a man wnose saying came to pass,

The prophecies of the 3ible are conditional. “Then the word of the Lord came to
me saying, 0O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith the
Lord. Behold, as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are ye in mine hand, O
house of Israsl, At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and con-
cerning a kingdom, to vpluck up, and to pull dowm, and to destroy it; If that
nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of
the evil that I thought to do unto them, And at what instant I shall speak con-~
cerning a nation, and conccrning a kingdom, to build and to plant ity If it do
evil in my sight, that it obey not my voice, then I will repent of the good,
wherewith I said I would benafit them. Now thereforc go to, speak to the men of
Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the Lord; Behold,
I frame evil against you, and devise a device against you: return yeé now 2very one
from his evil way, and make your ways and your doings good.' (Jer. 18:5-11). 1If
it was a threat of punishment, then it could be delayed by repentance.

These prophets lived before and immediately after the Assyrian and Babylonian
exiles. The threats of destruction they made are mest fulfilled in these events,
just as the returns mentioned are fulfilled. (Zech. 1:5,6).

Some of the prophecies of the 0ld Testament deal with Christ and the church

(Acts 3:24-26; 1 Pet. 1:10-12) Christ is God's last prophet. Heb, 1:1,2

PROPHETS, PROPHECY AWZ THEIR PLACE IN GCD'S PLAM.

A,

A prophet can well be defined as one who speaks for another. (Ex., 4:10-16; 7:1)

1. God spoke in times past unto the fathers by the prophets. Heb. 1:1,2

2. The prophet was called by various names fBut prophet (fabi) occurs abeut 400
times in the "0ld Testament as a noun and a verb from the same root occurs
110 times.,

3. A prophet was called of God and proclaimed God's message.

“Prophecy is clearly distinguished in Scrinture from magic, soothsaying, divining,

The period into which the prophets fit in history are covered by 2 Kings 14:23ff;

Bt

augury, etc.,... (Deut. 13).
THE TLIES OF THE PROPEETS ANL THEIR CLASSIFICATIGHE.
A,

1 Chronicles, 2 Chronicles, Hehemiah, and Ezra.
B,

Bro. Jack Lewis, in his book "The ifinor Prophets’ gives a chart of events and the
place of the minor prophets:
1. Events:
721 B.C. The fall of Samaria to Assyria and the exile of the Horthern Kingdom
612 3.C. The fall of Uineveh to the onslaught of Babylonians, edes,
Scythians '
536 B.C. The battle of Carchemish by which Rabylon became dominant in the
ifiddie East.
597 B.C. The fall of Jerusalem to Hebuchadnezzar and the exile of King
Jehoiachin.

536 3B.C. The destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar.
53% E.C, 7The beginning of the Persian period.
536 5.C. The decree of Cyrus permitting the return from exile and the recon-

struction of the temple. The return led by Zerubbabel. %

-
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520 B.C. The work of Haggai and Zechariah to stir up the people to resume
work on the temple.
516 B.C. The completion and dedication of the second temple.
457 B.C. The return led by Ezra.
445 B.C. Hehemiah rebuilds the walls of Jerusalem.
2. The place of the prophets by periods.
ASSYRILN VERIOD

8t - 7th Coentury 5.C. BADYLONIAN PERICD PERSIAN PERIOD or

/ ?L_ 7th Ccntury B.C. Fost-Exile Prophets,
Jonzh
inog (@rizerily to ’ Habaxkwuk Haggal
ﬁoseqj Yorthern Ringdom) Zechariah

(5 iicah Malachi

Zephaniah
Hahum

Joel and Obadiah are not listed here
because the date of their prophecy is
uncertain,
C. Augustine first referred to "The iiinor Prophets.”” They are not such because
what they had to say is any less important, but their books are shorter in most
cases.

QUESTIONS

Lesson  One
DISCUSSION & THOUGHT QUESTIONS.
1. Why are the last twelve books of the 0ld Testament referred to as the minor prophets?
. . .
U ’{;7§Z£y Lo Zé;zﬂii izzzgfiﬂ¥’ )ihé;/ /ﬂbdqg?fqp iéﬁrzg;?ﬂaézég;
2. VWhat value‘is there in studying these 0ld Testament ﬁGOks? (cf. Rom. 15:4; 1 Cor. 10:

6,11) _7/(* /éﬂm%l'f%/ /d/% /mfﬁ/

3., Which two of the minor prophets are not gquoted or echoed in the llew Testament?
//’ j -
4, The prophets first had a message revelant to what time? ?W €728 A e
f é‘ia Z a ;
! 7

5. It is granted that times have changed and new gadgets are here, but what is the same

X
}; today as in the days of the prophets?

L6. Wno do the prophets insist is the final arbiter of history? ,z;%*QAL’—J;L;*

7. Who moved the prophets of old in what they said? 52;£1L :;;4;15 A%;g¢,a;4]y

8. Through whom does God speak today? f;&é A

. ©Define a prophet. W,ﬂiw,w 7[#1/ Mﬂz )
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

The Hebrew term from which the word prophet occurs appears how many times in the Old
Testament? %5’[7
(

The times of the prophets are covered in what scriptures in the 01d Testament?

a. d.
b. Q.
C.

During the periods covered by the minor prophets Israel and Judah are dominated by

.
what three foreign nations? a. égaézqu1AL¢&4h)

i 7

3 q
b. _ﬁzé?zkv . _ Drede—Loierer
What three prophets are primarily concerned with events of the northern kingdom?

7 .

‘
What was the one certain way to discern between a true and a false prophet7 (Deut. 18:

RTINS SN -,

TRUE OR FALSE

1.

A study of the prophets is valueless to our day.
Man's basic needs are still the same today as in the days of the prophets.
A prophet was also called a man of God.
Augustine first gave the name "minor prophets.”
Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem in 612 B.C.
Malachi prophesied about events that related to the northern kingdom.

Haggai and Zechariah stirred up the people to complete the work on the
temple.

: %H\FW

Ezra rebuilds the walls around Jerusalem.



- .The Beook of HOSEA
Introduction L o
A. With Hosea we turn back the chronological clock to 750 B.C. (see page 111). Contemporary
with Jonah, Amos, Micah, and Isaiah, God's prophet is called to preach to the northern
ten-tribed kingdom of Israel some thirty years before her demise. He is the prophet of
Israel's zero hour. He is her last and final hope.
1. Refusing to hear and heed theiwarnings of Amos a decade earlier, the northern nation
- had thus sunk to a point of:such:internal corruption and sinful degradation that
e divine judgement was inevitableiiAnd, so; what the weeping Jeremiah would be to
T vpee_Jiidah-a century later,=so Wwould the sob—choked Hosea be to Israel now.
2. It was his unenviable mission to point out to his countrymen the approaching tornado
of Jehovah's wrath (8:7) which would culminate in the utterly deserved though heart-
rending catastrophe of the Assyrian invasion.

B. Hosea heads the list of the “minor' prophets. These last twelve prophetic collections
are called '"Minor", not because they are less important than the others, but because
they tend to be more brief. i dae

HOSEA Unknown l 755-715 B.C. “salvation” |God's loyal lovel
JOEL Unknown 1 835 ~Jehovah is Gog"| P!39ues past
L Do and tuture
. ’ SRS A | T
2 - AMOS T T Tekoa ! 760-753 “burden bearer’ Isr.ael r'pe
s D : for judgment
| D .  OBADIAH |  Unknown . 848-341 j:;;i’;’h‘,’.' Edom’s doom
I l a i i i 1( i . saivation for
NAH - 782-7 N !
.’ JO_ Gath hephe.zim:r ; 8_2 53 dove the Gentiles
i ) ' vy ; . .
_ o MICAH |Moresheth-gath  735-700 “Whois | Justice and
_ o ; like God? injustice
' NAHUM .| . Elkosh 663-654 “‘consolation' destruction
e B SR . of Nineveh
. - BRI N B j
l\ /l 1nor PI'O hets HABAKKUK |  Unknown 609-605 “embrace” just shail
| o live by faith_|
- ZEPHANIAH Unknown { 532-628 “Jehovah hides" | day of ihe Lordi
HAGGA! | Babylonia? | 520 “festival” rebuilding |
. i b e | thetempie
ZECHARIAM{ Babylonia? |  520-480 “Jehovan coming of
| remembers Messiah :
! an__.
MALACHI Unknown | 432-424 “My messenger”’ app ea.l to R
L | = _ backsliders

(The serious student will want to obiain the commen-
tary on the Minon Prophets by Homenr Hailey, Bakea pub-
~dication.

BODY
I. THE BACKGROUND OF THE TIMES

A. Politically. Note the opening verse:

The wond of. the Load which came to Hosea the son of Beerd, dur-
ing the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of
Judah, and during the days of Jeroboan the son of Joash, king
ol Jsrael.

(138)



Judah (755-715 B.C.) Israel

Uzziah 52 Jeroboam II 41
H Zechariah %
0 Shallum 1 month
§ Menahem 10
- Pekahiah 2
Jotham 16 A Pekah 20
Ahaz 16 Hoshea 9
Hezekiah 29 <. = -

=" ASSYRIAN 5 .
T CAPTIVITY
— . 722 B.OEE

e e

— o —— —
Py ——— e i

1. The period from Jeroboam II on to the captivity was the awful '"last lap" of
iniquity in Israel's downward drive. The kings who follow sieze the throne by
assassinating its occupant at the time. Shallum slays Zechariah; Menahem mur-
ders Shallum; Pekah kills Pekahiah, the son of Menahem; while Hoshea the last
northern king, in turn slays Pekah.

a. The sad story is told in 2 Kings 15.

2. These were trying yegg§mqprgliticalwconniving”and,gpnspiracy,mofmananghxhgnd
rebellion, of treachery and murder. Conditions were deplorable. See-4:1-2;
TiT; 8:d5 9:15. '

a. Thus, the indian summer periodof Jeroboam II gave way to the instability of
the final days.

3. Add to this the blundering foreign policy of dependance upon foreign alliances
for defense rather than upon the power and protection of Jehovah - and it's no

konder the nation was in serious trouble.

So Ephraim has become Like a silly dove, without sense;
They call to Egupt, they go to Assyria (7:11).

(In Hosea, "Ephraim'" is used to represent the whole ten-tribed nation of Israel.)
a. See also 7:8-9a,16b; 10:13-14.

B. Socially. The people were enjoying pr0§g§£i§M¢MMHQsea»liyedmin_a_ggncnationANhich
_knew nothing of war and hardship. Agriculture flourished, commerce-thrived,-and
cities prospered. The merchants had their summer cottages and winter chateaus—along

“with their houses of ivory (Amos 3:15). Luxury, ease and dissipation characterized
the day (for some).

1. For others it was a different story. While the merchants were enriched, the

poor were impoverished. atfi§§§y;:§§§§itf~loan=sh&££i§g¢_hu§in§§§mpheatiggv7_g;}mr
_combined to oppress the poor who could not even expect justice in the courts.
There y3§_§p§9lutely no mercy toward the needy (12:7-9)+

C. Spiritually. Ihigg§\gggg¢g§§llg§Eng@13lly*and_spirituallyMihan_in other areas.
Ever since the_ggxﬁwgf;ébgﬂﬁé&éﬁ,iergbgam4_ﬂhgn,thg,tenﬂtribeswdivargedwthemsglyes
from the house of David to formﬁgwsgpanata_hingdom,Mihgﬂﬂgrship_afwthewgoldenmealf

“at Bethel had been a snare to Israel. Although the Bethel calf (like the one at-
“Dan to the north) was supposed at first to represent Jehovah, yet in time the idol
itself became the object of worship. Such opened the door to other forms of idol-
atry. And when Israel sought international trade she began to adopt international
culture. One thing led to another... It was only a matter of time...
1. Notice the sins of the day denounced by Hosea - 4:2,10-13; 6:8-9; 7:4a; 10:1-2,
4 13:2.
2.  Such was the sorry state to which Israel had sunk! They were in the midst of a
landslide of wickedness. Tbg“pgénce4rmp@;g4§4,Wandugggpieuwarﬁmallwsatupated"in
evil - idolatry, drunkenness, debauchery, perjury, violence, banditry, adultery,

etc. 1In fact, adultery was consecrated as a part of the religioug rites con-—

(7139}



nected with the idolatrous calf-worship. See 4:14. God was completely left
out of the people'’s thinking.

3. It was to these people amidst these conditions that the sensitive-hearted
Hosea lifted up his voice in the name of Jehovah. Yet he was not heard. They
had passed the point of no return. '

THE SYMBOLICAL PROLOGUE The prophet through the heartbreak of his own mar-

riage tragedy, had come to see Janael's sin against

God in its deepest and most awful significance.

Jﬁj{ If we are going to fully understand the passion of Hosea's message, we must first
see the significance of these first three chapters. It is the key to the book. No-

where is there a more touching account. ,It_;g_the story of a faithless wife and
her faithful husband. But it is so much more.

"'. T—

(k..

Hosea had honorably taken for a wife the woman of his choice and entered into
what he thought would be a life-long union of happiness. It was not to be.
After the birth of their first child, Gomer is disloyal to Hosea and eventually
her adultery is discovered. .The next two chi re no is

) the little girl Lo-auhamah which means '"Unloved" or ''She-that-never-knew-a-

fathers-love." The little boy is named Lo-ammi{, meaning 'Not-my-people,'" or

"No-kin-of-mine' (1:2-9).

a. We can imagine the emotional conflicts within Hosea's heart - the sense of
shame, a betrayed love, a descrated home shattered by a wife's unfaithful-
ness. He had forgiven his disloyal wife once... twice... He had pleaded
and warned. Yet things had reached a point of separation (2:18).

b. In time,Gomer's occasional adultery affairs turned into full scale.E_ostltu-
tion until finally she drifted into total slavery. It is there in 3:

at the compassionate Hosea redeems, forgives,and buys her back.

Through his own broken-hearted- pathetic : one-sided relationship 'with Gomer

and the realization that his children were not his own - it begins to dawn on

the prophet that this is what God must feel. This is not the story of a faith-
less wife and her faithful husband as much as it is a story of a faithless na-

tion and her faithful God.

a. Gomer is the négég%fgégsraell Her children are the people of the nation.
Hosgéa's sorrow, patience, compassion, and his final act of redeeming,
chastening, and restoring Gomer is a picture of the sorrow, patience, com-
passion and love of God toward sinning Israel.

If Hosea was going to preach effectively among these people and times he must

be able to identify with God's feelings of hurt and sorrow towards #is unfaith-

ful companion - Israel. Hosea loyal love for Gomer would reflect Jehovah's

love for Israel. And as Gomer had played the harlot so Israel had committed
spiritual infidelity. Hosea had to feel what God feels... He had to see what

God sees...

a. And he did! From his own personal experience he came to understand the true
n

meaning of Israel's sin - harlotry! Adultery is defined as eering satis-
égg;;an_La wdawtul relations.” That is exactly what Israel had done whef
she forsook God and bowed before her handmade dletles Slxteen times the

b. <Eosea will tell them of how God had taken them to Himself in a_ spe01al rela-
- ﬁldﬁéhlp, had loved them, carried them in His arms, taught them to walk,
been a husband to them, provided a home for them - AND THEY UNGRATEFULLY
WENT AFTER OTHER GODS/LOVERS, 11:1,3-4,7.
They prostituted their high privilege with the lascivious indulgence of
idolatry. As a result their children were spiritually illegitimate (8:7)s

Hosea understood. He had been there himself'!

ove Suflfens Long..." See 11:8. God hates the sin but loves the sinner! As Hosea

would redeem Gomer, uod would redeem Israel. Chapter 2:14-23 is entirely Messianic.
It speaks of a new wedding (vs.19) based upon a new covenant (vs.18) with new bless-

(140)



ings (vs.21-23). Paul quotes verse 23 in Romans 9:25-26 and Pcter in 1 Peter 2:19
showing their New Testament fulfillment and application.

‘TI. OUTLINE

s e Dl R R S e e e R e AT S R A T e e T o
Prologue: A Faithless Wife - A Faithful Husband .
(Ch.1-3) A Faithless Nation - A Faithful God

e B B O P e S I )
I. Israel's Sin Is Intolerable: GOD IS HOLY! Ch.4-7
Destroyed for lack of knowledge, ch.4.
Displeasure of Jehovah, ch.5.

Delights of Jehovah, ch.6.

Disastrous foreign policy, ch.7.

Israel Shall Be Punished: GOD IS JUST! Ch.8-10

A. Sowing and Reaping,: ch.8-10

Israel Shall Be Restored: GCD IS IOVE! Ch.11-14
Redtonation, ch.1l.
Rebellion, ch.12.
Removal, ch.13.
Repentance, ch.14.

IV. A CLOSER LOOK...

Israel's Sin Is Intolerablé: GOD IS HOLY, ch.4-7. Speaking with vigor and a voice

'of emotion Hosea immediately and without a hint of hesitation presents Jehovah's
lawsuit before the people (4:1-2). The people stand guilty and defenseless before
God's accusations.

1. The real reason behind Jehovah's case? "My people are destroyed for a dack of
knowledge” (4:6). Six times in this section the Lord lists the reason behind
the charge: 4:1,6; 5:4; 6:1-3,6. In a nation founded by God, built upon godly
principles, and centered around the temple of God, it seems incredible to think
that there was no knowledge of God. But the issue was not Zacts about God; the
issue was Zinsthand experience with God!

a. The Load does not want ws to know about Him as much as He wants wus Zo Rnow
HIm!

2. Here we see, too, the failure of the people due to a failure in leadership. The
people forgot because the priests didn't teach (4:6). Instead,the priests en-
couraged sinning in order that they might better prosper through the sacrifices
offered for sin (4:7-10).

a. Dut to this condition the trumpet of warning is sounded in 5:1,8. Jehovah
will turn from them until they "acknowledge their quilt and seek His face"
(Se15) .

3. 1In chapter 6 the nation superficially 'returns'' to "know' the Lord but they don!t
really mean it - and Jehovah knows it. (vs.4-5)..

a. Located here also is a warning to the southern kingdom in verse 11.

4. In chapter 7 Israel's sin has reached the toleration limit. Verse 1 is an in-
dictment against Isra@l;aa a nation, Ephraim as the auling #ribe, and Samaria
as the capital city - all are involved.

a. And the only One who could help her climb out of the depths of degradation
and ward off her coming calamity - was 1gnored (vs.7).

Israel Shall Be Punished: GOD IS JUST, Ch.8-10. The apostle Paul summarizes -this

~section well when he said: "Do noi be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a

man sows, this he will also aeap” (Galatians 6:7). The warning is sounded. The
reason is given (vs.l). The result is certain. Verse 7:

‘ Fon they sow the wind, And they shall reap the thm&uUui/!

There would be chastening instead of compassion, punishment in place of pardon, and
extle rather than encouragement.




C. Israel Shall Be Restored: GOD IS LOVE, ch.11-14.

a. See verse L3b. Many times in prophetic writings Egypt is used as a symbo 1
of bondage. The people would not literally return to Egypt. Egypt repre-
sents captivity (9:3).

2. In chapter 9 we can sense the emothn,of_ﬁgdfs spokesman_in verse 1: "Foz you

have played the harlot, foasaking g God." How well he knew!
a. Key verses 9,10,17

< Chapter 10 brings the message that the price must be paid - "Zhe wages of 4in

death.” See verse 2. Verse 8 describes the terror of coming judgement.

Verse 12 is what should have been. Verse 13 is what was.

~1. Chapter 11 is a _scrapbook of Israel's past (vs.1-7).

2. In chapter 12-13 God pleads with His people present: "Return to your God, Observe
kindness and justice, And wait for your God conixnually” (12:6), ~The people
refused to-listen (12:8-9,14). Rather they sinned "moze and moze” (13:2).

a. As a result God would cause the idolaters to vanish from the land like (1)
the morning cloud, (2) dew, (3) chaff, (4) smoke (13:3).

b. What a lesson for us in 13:6. They became satisfied - then proud - then
they forgot God. Seems like there might be a good sermon in that!

c. See also 153:9-11

Past Present and now Future. In verses 1-3 you have th¢‘§t¢ps;§ggg§§g;wagr

’ 31/
<j> // restoration:
/ f’ a. Retumn unto the Lord (14:1). Remember, if God seems distant from you, it

must mean you have ‘moved!
b. _Confess yourn sin to- the Load (14:2): Look up 1 John 1:9 sometime.
c. Put your confidence in the Load (14:3).
1) As a result God promises to heal apostacy and love freely (vs.4).
4. Verse 8 is the final triumpt of love. Judgement is finished. Sin is forsaken.
Backsliding is healed. Love reigns.

Ephraim says, '"What have 7 to do with idods?"
Jehovah responds, "J¢ is 7 who answenrn and look after you
Ephraim says, "7 an like a luxwriant cypress”
Jehovah responds, "From Me comes your Lruit!

Conclusion

1.

3.

Too many times we think of God as angry, threatening and hostile toward sinners - and we
are right in so thinking, for God must necessarily be as the moral Governor and Judge

of the human race. He cannot excuse sin and remain consistent with His holy nature.

But there is another side that perhaps we often overlook. It is the side of God repre-
sented in Hosea. God sustains four principle relationships to man: a) Creator,_b)”gggg,
c) Judge, d) Father. o

a. Now, which of these four supplied the fundamental motive for bringing the humanrace
into being? Did God create merely to possess? Did God create merely to reign?
Did God create merely to judge? No, these three relationships do not supply the
motive. Jt is His Fatherhood whlch is ultimate.

very ‘heart of God. You see, sin does not merely - break God S law, 1t also breaks uod s

heart. . If you do-not think so, take a look at Calvary.

a. Yes, whether it be Hosea's metaphor of the grieving husband, or our Lord's parable
picture of the Prodigal's compassionate father, the_truth is there:

HUWAN SIN HURTS
b. That's what God wanted Hosea to see. That's what God wants you to see!

(Whoever is wise, det him undernstand these things: WWhoever
L discenning, Let him know them.
Fon the ways of the Load are night, And the rightows will
walk in .them,
But the iransgressons will siupbbe in them. --dosea 14:9

{11062) )
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HOSEA:

“They return, but not to the Most High” (Hosea 7: 16) - Lessons from an
adulterous wife

lan McPherson

Hosea is the only prophet who lived among the Northern tribes of Israel. At the time of
his prophecy, the idolatry introduced by Jeroboam the Son of Nebat had spiraled, and the
idolatrous land had now reached its zenith of corruption and immorality under Jeroboam II.
“Hear the word of the Lord, ye children of Israel: for the Lord hath a controversy with the
inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the
land. By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and committing adultery, they break
out, and blood toucheth blood. Hosea 4:1-2

The fact that Israel would be taken away into Assyria forms the basis of the book. The text
given to me for this Lectureship, shows the condition of Israel at the time, and why they
had reached that condition “They return, but not to the most High: they are like a deceitful
bow: their princes shall fall by the sword for the rage of their tongue: this shall be their
derision in the land of Egypt “(Hosea 7:16). Deceitful’ means “idle or slothful’, and “their
princes” are their leaders of Israel. The text tells us that because of Israel’s sloth, and the
scoffing of their leaders, they would be defeated in war and taken back into the type of
captivity from which they were originally called out of when they were enslaved in Egypt.

HOSEA IS A BOOK OF DOOM. It opens with Hosea taking a wife and children of
whoredom as God asked him to “The beginning of the word of the Lord by Hosea. And the
Lord said to Hosea, Go, take unto thee a wife of whoredoms and children of whoredoms:
for the land hath committed great whoredom, departing from the Lord (Hosea 1:3).

This family of Hosea and Gomer becomes a sort of parable which forms the theme of the
book. Hosea, as a faithful husband represents God. Gomer, his adulterous wife represents
God’s bride, and the three children (Jezreel, Lo-ruhamah, and Lo-ammi represent the
children of Israel. The names God gave these children are significant (V6- 9).

Jezreel (1:4-5) means "God scatters" or "God sows". "Jezreel" was the place where Jehu
put an end to the house of Ahab as the Lord had commanded him to. However, because
Jehu himself was also wicked, God lost His patience, and decided to scatter Israel among
the nations of Assyria from which they would never return. .

By starting their names with the prefix “Lo” which means “not” God informed Israel of their
doom. Lo-ruhamah meant “no mercy’ and Lo-ammi meant “not my people” Thus
indicating that God's patience had run out, and that God would no longer grant mercy to
the children of Israel, and that they would no longer be regarded as His children.

These two eldest children were actually illegitimate. They were raised in Hosea’s home but
were children of harlotry, fathered by Gomer’s lovers (Hosea 2:4-5). The Northern tribes
were actually illegitimate right from the beginning when Jeroboam the son of Nebat, their
founder made them a separated body to Judah. He made priests from those who were not
Levites, established his own feast days, and introduced them to Idolatry by setting up
golden calves for them to worship in Dan and Bethel. (1 Kings 12:25-33).



HOSEA IS ALSO A BOOK OF HOPE. Although the book prophecies the doom of Israel
as it is taken into captivity, Hosea is a book of hope. Actually in every negative prophecy
there is a seed of hope.

Mercy will come through Judah «But | will have mercy upon the house of Judah, and
will save them by the Lord their God, and will not save them by bow, nor by sword, nor by
battle, by horses, nor by horsemen. (Hosea 1:7). This verse like all those that promise
forgiveness and hope to Israel is a Messianic prophecy. Mercy here was not promised to
Judah in the fleshly sense, but to those who would receive mercy through the coming
Messiah, the descendent of Judah through David (2 Samuel 7:12-17, Isaiah 7:13-14, 11:1)

Jezreel will become great “Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand
of the sea, which cannot be measured nor numbered: and it shall come to pass, that in the
place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people, there it shall be said unto them,
Ye are the sons of the living God. Then shall the children of Judah and the children of
Israel be gathered together, and appoint themselves one head, and they shall come up out
of the land: for great shall be the day of Jezreel” These verses are quoted in Romans
9:25-28 and applied to salvation in Christ, when the faithful remnant of Jews, together with
faithful gentiles, were joined together in the church. This was the promise that was given
through Abraham before the Law of Moses was given (Genesis 12:3, Galatians 3:26-29,
Hosea 1:10-11

The Mercy and deliverance of faithful Israel is predicted in this passage by changing the
names of Gomer’s children to Ruhamah and Ammi. Without the prefix “Lo” their names
change their meaning to “mercy” and “my people”, thus showing that God is still concerned
about them and will save them if they change their ways Chapter 2 begins with a plea from
their faithful brethren to repent (2:1-2).

The church began when 3000 Jews who were scattered among the nations accepted the
gospel call to repent and be baptized (Acts 2:27-42). This was the beginning of the church.
Soon many gentiles also accepted the gospel call and joined this faithful remnant of Jews
in the one body. (2 Samuel 7:12-17, Isa 11:1).

Jezreel became great when the Messiah came and granted mercy to Israel. The word
«jezreel” means God scatters or God sows. In the first instance, Israel was scattered
among the nations and Jezreel became a day of doom (Hosea 1:4-5). But just as seed
must die before it can spring to life, the gospel harvest burst into life in the first century
when God’s faithful seed was germinated

GOMER REPENTS AND RETURNS (Chapter 3) Her adultery brought irreversible
consequences. However, like the prodigal son, Gomer saw her error, came to her senses
and sought Hosea's mercy (Hosea 2:7). Hosea received her back but did not resume his
marital relationship with her for many days until she was fully cured of her harlotry. This
typified how a remnant of Israel who were scattered among the nations would return
“Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the Lord their God, and David their
king; and shall fear the Lord and his goodness in the latter days. Hosea 3:5. Thisis a
“latter days” prophecy which was fulfilled when faithful, repentant Jews accepted the
gospel (See Acts 2:17, Isaiah 2:1-2). Since David was already dead, “David their king”
mentioned here clearly refers to the Messiah.

THERE WAS EVEN HOPE IN EGYPT. Aithough Jehovah told Israel that they would
sreturn to derision in the land of Egypt’ (7:16). He also said to them When Israel was a

7



child, then | loved him, and called my son out of Egypt. Hosea 11:1. This was quoted in
Matthew 2:15 as referring to Egypt being the place safety and deliverance for God’s Son.

Thus the book of Hosea is a great love story, showing how God continued to love Israel in
spite of the fact that they were unfaithful to him, and as soon as they came to their senses
and returned with penitent hearts he received them back and saved them through his Son.

HOSEA IS A BOOK OF APPLICATION. There are many vital lessons we can learn about
adultery and how it influences marriage and society. Here are some of these lessons:

ADULTERY IS ADDICTIVE Finding a virtuous wife is a difficult thing at the best of times.
King Lemuel said “Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above
rubies.” (Proverbs 31:10). Hosea made a bad choice, in choosing Gomer. He suffered
the consequences. Soon after they married, Gomer had two illegitimate children. This is
because she had developed a “spirit of whoredoms”. . “They will not frame their doings to
turn unto their God: for the spirit of whoredoms is in the midst of them, and they have not
known the Lord”. ” (Hosea 5:4). “Whoredom and wine and new wine take away the
heart.” (Hosea 4:11). lllicit sex is addictive like alcohol and cigarettes. Gomer became so
addicted TO immorality that she could not see the value of living faithfully and thought that
sex was the way to happiness.

Many a person has suffered because they married someone with “the spirit of whoredoms.
| knew a faithful young Christian man who converted a prostitute during a campaign. He
fell in love and married her. As soon as the honeymoon was over he came to me in tears
because his wife had not turned up one evening. It was not hard to find her; she had spent
the night with some previous lovers. She had committed adultery within the first week of
marriage. Any Christian who marries a person of the world today has a very real chance of
their marriage ending like this.

IT SHOULD BE A CAPITAL CRIME Under the Law of Moses, adultery was a capital
crime, “And the man that committeth adultery with another man's wife, even he that
committeth adultery with his neighbor’s wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall
surely be put to death Lev 20:10. The mean of Capital punishment was generally stoning
(Deuteronomy 22:24). The criminal was either tied to a post or buried waist deep and the
whole congregation would gather around and throw stones. Stones were small enough to
not kill instantly. Sometime death would take ten minutes or so. God ordained this
punishment because he knew how destructive adultery was to society.

The reason Israel was in such a mess was because they no longer punished adulterers,
but gave them free license to practice it wherever they wanted to. The motor car is a great
blessing to man if driven responsibly. Imagine however what carnage would result on our
roads if all men were free to drive cars without a licence. Sex, if confined to the marriage
bed is honourable and undefiled, and should be practiced freely and romantically. (See
also 1 Corinthians 7:7:3-5; Song of Solomon 4:8-16). However if it is practiced without a
marriage licence it brings terrible carnage. It deprives people of their happiness, robs them
of wives and husbands, and breaks up their families. Child abuse is rightly considered a
terrible crime in today’s society, yet adultery, in homes where there are children is terrible
child abuse. Although adultery is not punished by man we can be sure it will be by God on
judgment day. . “Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers
and adulterers God will judge.” (Hebrews 13:4)

LESSONS FROM A LOVING HUSBAND.



Although Hosea’s wife was unfaithful, he still loved her. “Then said the Lord unto me,
Go yet, love a woman beloved of her friend, yet an adulteress, according to the love of the
Lord toward the children of Israel, who look to other gods, and love flagons of wine.
Hosea 3:1. This is the woman he married and shared his life with. Notice that continued
love is a command of God. It is too often the case that hatred and vengeance results
when a person’s marriage partner commits adultery. This may be a natural reaction, but
anger, vengeance and hatred should never be a part of the Christian character. ~ Look
how Hosea reacted.

He remained faithful to his marriage vow. It is often the case that a victim of adultery
soon goes and does the same thing themselves. When this happens you become a
hypocrite and lose your right to another spouse. It would be rather hypocritical to approach
the divorce court with a lover‘'s arms around you and say: “Your honour | want to divorce
my wife for adultery. Matthew 19:9 infers that the one putting away his fornicating spouse
is virtuous.

He had Gomer back when she repented “Then said the Lord unto me, Go yet, love a
woman beloved of her friend, yet an adulteress, according to the love of the Lord toward
the children of Israel, who look to other gods, and love flagons of wine. So | bought her to
me for fifteen pieces of silver, and for an homer of barley, and an half homer of barley:
And | said unto her, Thou shalt abide for me many days; thou shalt not play the harlot, and
thou shalt not be for another man: so will | also be for thee.” (Hosea 3:1-3). After her
adultery, Hosea had three options. He could have had her put to death as commanded in
the Law. He could have divorced her and married another as Matthew 19:9 permits or he
could live a chaste single life and hope for an eventual reconciliation. He chose the latter
option.

WHAT IF HOSEA HAD DIVORCED HER AND MARRIED ANOTHER?

His life and family are still seriously affected. Even if a divorce is for fornication the
innocent party is still greatly affected. Children are still left with a separated parent.
Property still has to be divided. The guilty spouse will probably still have visiting rights. The
innocent party may still have to pay for child care.

She would have no place for repentance. Like Esau she will find no place for
repentance even though they may seek it with tears (Hebrews 12:16-17). The way of the
transgressors is hard (Proverbs 13:15). Those who divorce their wives for fornication
however, need to think about this. There are no winners when adultery takes place.

The lesson from Hosea is that we must remain faithful at all costs. No difficulty in marriage
will be solved by committing adultery. It has devastating consequences for the adulterer as
well as the innocent family. Society also suffers

In closing, let us consider Jehovah’s love to us. Aren’t we glad that he loved us like Hosea
loved Gomer? What if he had cut Israel off completely and left no room for his people to
return. This would have left humanity without a Christ, and without a church.



The Historical Background and Conditions During Hosea’s prophecy — Kings of Judah

A.

B.

Uzziah — King of Judah — 52 Years

1. Read from II Chronicles 26:1-23.
2. Read from Background of Isaiah.

Jotham — King of Judah — 16 Years (740-735 B.C.).

1. He accomplished much.
2. His success explained in II Chronicles 27:6.

Ahaz — King of Judah — 16 years (735-715 B.C.).

1. Wicked

2. II Chronicles 28:1 ff

3. IT Kings 16:5-10

4, II Kings 17:5, 6, 7-9, 13, 14

Israel — Kings

A.

B.

E.

F.

Jereboam II — King of Israel — 41 years

1. Evil king, but a very capable man.
2. Jonah prophesied during this time.

Zachariah — Son of Jereboam — Killed by Shallum — Reigned 6 months (II Kings
15:8-11).

Shallum — Reigned 1 month — Killed by Menahem — II Kings 15:14.
Menahem — Reigned 10 years — Paid Paul, king of Assyria, 1,000 talents of silver.

Pekahiah — His son reigned 2 years — He was killed by Pekah, army captain —
I Kings 15:23-25.

Pekah — Reigned 20 years — Killed by Hoshea — II Kings 15:27-31.



Dead Sea Scrolls:

1.

Cave 1 — Full text and commentary on Habakkuk 1 and 2 as well as fragments of
Hosea and Micah.

Cave 2 — Seraps of Jonah.

Cave 4 — Had parts of all minor prophets except Obadiah, Habakkuk and Haggai
— Minor Commentaries on Hosea and Nahum.

Other caves — remainder of books at least fragments found.

Have them draw period and place dates and events.
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The Agony of Unrequited Love

Man and woman were designed for one
another. There is no greater relationship
on earth than the love shared by a devoted
husband and wife. The fact is, the marriage
union is the only relationship wherein man
and woman have the divine authorization for
physical intimacy (Gen. 2:24).

Humanity has been intrigued with “love
tories” since the commencement of history.
Aany of these, unfortunately, have been

marred by immorality. Nonetheless, passion-
ate romances intrigue.

Antony and Cleopatra, Shakespeare’s
Romeo and Juliet, Abelard and Heloise, Brown-
ing and Barretr (“How do I love thee? Let
me count the ways.”) — the list is long and
diverse.

But the greatest love saga of all time lies
within the Old Testament. It involved God’s
prophet, Hosea. As one Old Testament schol-
ar has observed, “In all the world’s literature
there is no record of human love like that of
Hosea” (Robinson, 21).

Historical Background
A little more than 900 years before the
Savior’s birth, the Hebrew nation split. In the
northern region of Canaan, with 2 capital at
Samaria and embracing ten tribes, there arose
a faction known as “the kingdom of Israel.”
The regime in the south, principally with two
tribes and headquarters at Jerusalem, stood
apart as “the kingdom of Judah.” Each regime
had its own line of kings, and frequently there
sas tension and bitterness between these
antagonistic brethren.
The northern kingdom commenced in
the throes of apostasy, when Jeroboam, son

of Nebar, started a “denomination” involving

“calf worship,” with idols erected in Betheland

Dan (see 1 Kgs. 12:25-33). Thus was there
accelerared a decline in the north that would
end in disaster 210 years later, with the As-
syrian invasion (722/21 B.C.).

Five of Jehovah'’s prophets were associated
with the northern kingdom. Jonah was a mis-
sionary sent to preach to Nineveh. Elijah and
Elisha rebuked the idolatry of the homeland,
but neither produced any written work. Amos,
from the southern kingdom, warned of the
fall that would come to Israel if she failed to
mend her ways. Hosea was the solitary writing
prophet of the north.

Hosea (whose name signifies “salvation”)
did his prophetic work at some point within
the administration of Jeroboam Il (c. 782-753
B.C.). His regime was characterized by suc-
cessful military conquests and great material
prosperity. Yet, it was marred by gross idolatry
and indulgence of the vilest sort. The writings
of both Amos and Hosea paint a stark portrait
of this degenerating nation that edged toward
the brink of destruction, and that eventually
would fall to the brutal Assyrians.

Amos described how the poor were op-
pressed while the rich grew fat. Drunkenness
and sexual abuse was rampant. Idolatry was
practiced profusely and openly. Those who
sought to be faithful were persecuted (Am.
2:6-12).

Hosea’s message compliments that of
Amos. The people of the northern kingdom
were ignorant of God’s truth (4:6), and their
arrogant pride was abominable (5:5). Hence,
Jehovah would “withdraw” his fellowship
from them (5:6). The nation was fickle, on

and off, like a morning cloud or evaporating
dew (6:4). Their worship was hypocritical;
sacrifices were offered, but they were void
of common goodness and were intertwined
with idolatrous ceremonialism (6:6; 13:2).
They were a “deeply corrupted” people (9:9).
The nation fraternized with the pagans; they
were rotting, yet were wholly unaware of their
disease (7:8-9). Israel had set her mind toward
a departure from the true God (11:7).

Samaria was located some 35 miles north
of Jerusalem. The city had been founded
about a hundred years before Hosea’s time.
A number of archaeological excavations have
been carried out at the site of the ancient
city. One scholar, Professor Howard Vos, has
observed that these explorations “proved to
be particularly fruitful in illuminating and
confirming the biblical record” (Vos, 246).

For example, numerous pottery frag-

ments were found with inscriptions of names
thereon. Not a few of these had “Baal” as a
compound designation (cf. Baal-Shalishah
- 2 Kgs. 4:42), demonstrating how deeply
idolatry had infiltrated the nation. Jezebel,
Ahab’s ungodly wife, had been a missionary
for evil in the land.

Also the luxury of the era has been well
illustrated by the palace with its walls of inlaid
ivory, and remnants of furniture with carved
ivory adornment. This cannot but remind
the Bible student of Amos rebuke of those
who “lie on beds of ivory, and stretch them-
selves on their couches” (Am. 6:4; cf. 3:15; 1
Kgs. 22:39). Some of the ivory trinkets from
Samnaria, with replications of various false
gods, may be seen in the British Museum

(Mitchell, 54).



Hosea's Wife and Children

God said take unto thee a wife of whoredom and children of whoredom; for the land doth
commit great whoredom, departing from Jehovah (1:2). God knew in his infmite wisdom that the
seeds of harlotry had been sown in Gomer, daughter of Diblaim, and examples all around her had
so influenced her that she had become such. When Hosea married her, she was beautiful and pure,
but, alas she partook of the habits of the people of her generation. This of course broke his heart.
He loved his wife and truly desired her faithfulness. But that was the very purpose of God asking
him to do such a thing. Israel had departed from God. They had one after gods of the Canaanites:
El, Baal and Dagon. Their female goddesses were Asherah, Astarte, and Anath. Their worship
was purely pagan in it's nature. It was connected with their farming. In order to produce fertility
in man, beast, and crops in the field, they would conduct ritualistic acts of fornication, men with
harlots and women with other men who were not their husbands. God made it known to Hosea
that he would not punish Ephraim's daughters "when they play the harlot, nor your brides when
they committ adultery: for the men themselves go apart with harlots, and they sacrifice with
prostitutes; and the people that doth not understand shall be overthrown” (4:14). The brides
committed adultery and daughters played the harlot under every green tree, the oaks, the poplars,
and the terebinths, "because the shadow thereof'is good" (4:13). They sacrificed upon the hills.
Whoredom and wine had taken away their understanding (4:11).

This was the tragedy of it all: they were ignorant. "My people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge" (4:6). They rejected knowledge and this was why God had rejected them, and they
would be no priest to him, they had forgotten the law of their God," "I wrote for Ephraim the
10,000 things of my law; but they are as a strange thing" (8:12). In his writing, Ephraim (the
largest tribe representing Israel) was both a wife to God and a son. God had loved Israel when he
was a child and "called my son out of Egypt" (11:1). God had taught Isracl how to walk and had
taken them on his arms, but they did not know that it was he who had healed them” (11:4).

Hosea also portrayed Israel as a wife to God. And that is the thrust of his writing. Jehovah
wanted Israel to see how terrible their apostasy really was. They should have been able to see the
bitterness and pain in his heart when Gomer played the harlot and bore the children of harlotry.
They should have seen how he dearly loved her and, though she had grievously sinned and had
broken their marital covenant, he was still forgiving and, according to God's mstructions, he went
again and loved Gomer who had become an adulteress (3:1).

The value of this illustration is in our ability to abhor Gomer's conduct. All sensitive people will. It

is when we can sense the ugliness of her deeds that we can see the magnitude of Hosea's love and
forgiveness.



II.

HOSEA

THE NAME OF THE BOOK

A. The book is named for its author, the prophet Hosea.
B. Hosea means “salvation” or “deliverance” and is from the same root as
Joshua and the Greek form, Jesus.

THE PROPHET HOSEA

A. It is generally thought that Hosea was a native of the North, possibly
Samaria, but nothing is said of his early life or his home. His father,
Beeri, is mentioned in 1:1.

B. As Amos stressed the righteousness of God, Hosea stressed the love of
God and his life mirrored his message.
C. Hosea has been called “the weeping prophet” of Israel, just as Jeremiah

was for Judah.
THE DATE OF THE WRITING OF THE BOOK

A. Hosea prophesied during the reign of four kings in Judah: Uzziah, Jotham,
Ahaz, and Hezekiah.

B. He also prophesied during the reign of Jeroboam II of Israel, as well as
others not mentioned.

C. His ministry is generally set at ca. 780-726 B.C., which would have been a
rather long period of time for a prophet to prophesy.

THE OCCASION FOR THE WRITING OF THE BOOK

A. At this time, Israel was prospering outwardly but was decaying inwardly.
B. Socially, religiously, morally, and politically, Israel was everything God
did not want her to be.

1. The word “whoredom” is used 16 times in the book to describe the
condition of the nation.

2. Israel’s catalogue of sins is given in such passages as 4:6,11; 5:5;
6:4,10; 7:8; 9:9-10; 11:6-8; 13:2.

3. Nine stinging accusations are made by the prophet against Israel:

4:1;4:4-11; 4:13-15; 5:1-2; 5:3-7;, 6:4/10:2; 7:11; 12:8.
4, Vivid figures are used to show the sins of which Israel was guilty:
3:1; 4:11; 4:16; 6:9; 7:4, 7.7, 7:8; 7:11; 7:16, 8:8; 8:9.

C. Hosea’s efforts were designed to turn Israel back to God, and he is the first
to compare the relationship of God and His people to a marriage
relationship.

D. Two ideas permeate Hosea’s message:

1. God’s loving faithfulness to Israel, and
2. Israel’s ingratitude and unfaithfulness to God.

A BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE BOOK
A. Hosea and Unfaithful Gomer - Chapters 1-3
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HOSEA - Lesson Two

Introduction:

1. Read 2 Kings 14 - 17 as a background to the book of Hosea.

2. Read the book of Hosea.

3 “The book of Hosea stands first among the writings of the ‘Minor Prophets,” not because
it was thought to be the earliest (for of this there is no proof), but because it is the longest.”
(Cheyne).

a. It has 197 verses.
b. Hosea is the prophet of love in the Old Testament.

Discussion:
. Some vital facts about Hosea.

A. Hosea prophesied to the Northern Kingdom called Israel or Ephraim.
1_“He has the distinction of being the only writing prophet of the Northern Kingdom.”
(Lewis).
2. He prophesied during the darkest period of the kingdom of lsrael.

B. Hosea seems to have prophesied in the years following 746 B.C., possibly 745 B.C. to
725 B.C. This was shortly after the time of Amos.

C. Hosea means “‘God is salvation’ or “Deliverance.” The core and content of his message
is the plea of a “‘return” to God, a word that is used 15 times in the book of Hosea.

D. Hosea is a walking example of the lesson he presents. He marries an adulterous woman
and to this union three children are born and each is given a name which is part of the
prophet’s preaching.

1. Jezreel. “‘God scatters” which was a threat to the reigning house. Also element of
hope. (Hosea 1:11;2:22,23)

2 Loruhamah. “Not pitied’’ is a threat that God will not pity and forgive the house of
Israel. (cf. Hosea 1:6,7)

3. Loammi. “Not my people’’ is the threat of a broken relationship. (Hosea 1:8,9)

1. God’s revelation of their condition and call to repentance.

A. During the reign of Jereboam ll, Israe! reached a great state of prosperity, they drifted
into an easy, careless life, which led to their destruction.

B. George L. Robinson lists six specific sins fo which they were guilty:

1. Lack of knowledge. Hosea 4:6,11.

> 2.Pride s R, 55 \\\'
3 Instablilty. 6:4. T T \
4. Worldliness. 7:8. M/ﬂ«f""
5. Backsliding. 11:7. T

e

6. Idolatry. 13:2.

C. Hosea lists some serious faults present in Israel.
1. Their religion consisted of outward forms at the expense of inward reality. 6:6.
a. The “multiplication of altars and sacrifices was not pleasing to God as long as
it was not accompanied by the proper attitudes. The religious hypocrisy of Hosea’s



day was patent to God. ..” (Samuel J. Schultz, The Old Testament Speaks, New '

York: Harper & Brothers, 1960, p. 390.)

b. ““It is impossible to express goodness and knowledge apart from obedience to the
commands of God, yet it is possible to obey outward forms and fail to please God
because of the corruptness of the heart.” (Ellis).

c. God desires goodness, mercy and knowledge. (Hosea 6:4-6)

. They had transgressed or broken covenant with God. (Hosea 6:7). It was wilfully

broken by man.

. They were guilty of murder. (Hosea 6:8) “Gilead” is the name of a destrict and “‘city”’

is used here in the sense that the whole land was full of evildoers. ‘‘Political and social
corruptness led to murder and bloodshed throughout the land.”

. The priest, the leaders of the people, had become robbers. (6:9)
. They were guilty of whoredom or “spiritual adultery.” (6:10 They had joined with

other nations and forsaken God. They revered the calves of Samaria. (8:5; 10:5f).

_There was international intrigue. Acting like a silly dove that will be caught Israel

first seeks help from Assyria and then Egypt, not realizing that God was their help.
(7:11-16)

.Israel trusted in their great military might to save them instead of trusting in God.

(10:13)

. ““Hosea concludes his book by asking ‘Whgﬁ;" is wise?” Who is prudent? The answer is

clearly seen. He who walks in the ways of the Lord.” (The Old Testament Books and
Their Message in the Christian Age, ‘“Hosea””, Chester M. Hill, The Manney Co., 1961,

p.

372)

I11. Some thoughts from Hosea in the New Testament.

it

A. The expression, “not my people.” (2:23; 1:10) appears in Romans 9:25, 26 and the
thought is in 1§Pe

t. 2:10. The people who were not his people but were to become his

people were the Gentiles.

In Hosea 6:6, we read, “I desire mercy and not sacrifice.”” Jesus used this statement to
rebuke “those who found fault because he had mercy on sinners and because his disciples
ate grain on the Sabbath.” (Matt. 12:7)

In Hosea 11:1, we read, ‘‘Out of Egypt have | called my son.” This refers to the exodus
experience of Israel out of Egypt, but Matthew’s application of the passage ‘to the
experience of Jesus makes it quite clear that Matthew understands the word ‘fulfill’
to include typical fulfillment.” (Lewis). {Matt.2:15)

DISCUSSION & THOUGHT QUESTIONS - Give Scripture

1.

When did Hosea write?

What are the background scriptures to Hosea?
Who was Hosea’s father?

. Who was Hosea’s wife?

Give Hosea’s children’s names and the meaning of each:

!
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10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

c.

What did Hosea’s wife become after he married her?

(In the same manner Israel had forsaken God and followed other nations.)
Hosea 2:23 is quoted in Romans 9:25 and referred to what people?

Hosea later found his wife sold in the common market and bought her back for how much?

God had a controversy with lIsrael because he did not find what three things in the land?
a. b. C.

Why did God say his people are destroyed?

What two things did God desire more than sacrifice and burnt offerings?

a. b.

What men had become as a ‘‘troop of robbers?”’

Who did God say would “come as an eagle against” Israel because they had transgressed his
covenant? (cf.5:13)

God said Israel hath “sown the wind’’ but shall reap the

How do men always reap? (Gal 6:7,8,; 2 Cor. 9:6, 7)

What did God do for Israel when yet a child?

What did God say his people were bent on doing?

Explain.

Where did God tell Israel her help was to be found?

Name some evil characteristics of Israel. (The evil characteristic is not necessarily named in
the verse, but it may just be described.)

-

a. Hosea 4:6 ignorance e. Hosea9:9. . ~qbeC e
b. Hosea 5:5 f. Hosea 11:7 o

c. Hosea 7:8 g. Hosea 12:7

d. Hosea 8:1 h. Hosea 13:2

List as many sins as you can from the following verses of which fsrael was guilty: (Hosea

4:2,10,11,14;5:2,7; 6:9)



19. Throughout this book God said Israel or Ephraim is like or as several things. See how many

you can find and be ready to explain each.

1. “Israel slideth back” “15 a backsliding heifer” 4:16
b. “for your goodness is”’

c. “] found Israel like”

d. “Ephraim also is like”

e, “As for Ephraim, their glory shall fly away like”’

£ ““And Ephraim is as”’

20. Despite Israel’s many sins God still pleaded with them to do what?

TRUE OR FALSE:

1. Jsrael was guilty of spiritual adultery by joining with other nations.
2 Hosea buying back his wife was a picture of God buying lsrael back.
3 Israel had forgotten the law of God.

4. The people were like the priests who were corrupt.

5 God said he would be unto Ephraim as a moth.

6. God described Ephraim as a “cake not turned.”

7. The expression “Ephraim is like a silly dove without a heart’” means without
understanding.

8. Ephraim did not make many altars.
9. The ‘‘day of visitation’" in 9:7 referred to the final judgment day.

10. Despite all that lsrael had done it grieved God to give her up.

VITAL LESSON FOR OUR DAY:

1.

Man’s proper relationship with God is to know God - ‘‘no mere intellectual knowledge, but
is rather an intimate relationship that comes by living with and for him and must be persist-
ently pursued.” (Lewis) Hosea 6:3.

Disloyalty to God is vividly pictured as “spiritual adultery.” He uses the word “whoredom’’
16 times. How can the same be done today?

God’s great love for us is amazing despite our weakness and sins. As God loved Israel so he
loves his church today. Acts 20:28; Eph. 2:20; 5:23 ff. '

This love must be reciprocated - paid back. Serve him and love and serve others.

8-
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STUDTES 1H GOD'S LOVE

ries R, Hiiliams

I, Why study the 0ld Testament

1. ot because it is binding on us as a religious system,
2. God reguivres it. dno. 5:39, Hom. 1504,
3. Han nqeds 1e.
a. To strengthen faith. Rowm. 10:17
b. To aid in understanding the New. 2 Tim. 3:15.
[i. Why devote time to this particuiar book?

i Hosea not the longest book--14 chapter, 197 verses
2. Hot more important than any other.
a. lIsatah - with his great ilessianic prophesies.

Q. oo

Jeremiah - the wecping prophet with his great heat of compassion
bzekiel - the great prophet of the exile emphasizing the glory of God
Daniel - the great prophet of the 5p1r1tua1 &1ngdom that was to consume a:]

others

[0%]

Not even considéred as a "major” prophet
4. Because he is the prophetf of Tove of the 01d Testawent

surpassed on]y by John in

the New Testament.

a. Hosea's message of love and the possibility of forgiveness was - needed to ba]anre

the sternness of Amos' emphasis on righteousness. Amos'5 and'6.
III. lLet us now turn our attention to a brief study of this great prophet and the messagL

of this book.

dy:

This book Fd]IQ into tvo d1vxs1ons 1 3; 4~ 14

I. The story of the prodigal wife (Chapter 1-3) suggests Jesus' story of ‘the Prodigal
Son, one of the most touching stories in literature. ‘ '
1. Presents many questions:
A. Were Hosea and Gomer really married?

a.
b.

B. Uas
a.

b.
C.

d.
e.

Figurative? - Nothing in text 'to suggest it.

Literal? - Favored by plain reading of text

Hosea asked to do something wrong?

¢f." Abraham and Isaac o

(1) Objection Abraham didn't really offer Isaac. :

(2) Answer. Offered hlm 1n his heart at beg1nn1ng of Journey——a sub-
stitute. '

Has not it possible for God and Hosea to have forg1ven Gomer7

Did not God forgive Israel of the whoredoms of her youth in Egypt?
Ezekiel 16: Ezekiel 23:3-4.

"Such were some of you" 1 Cor. 6
Love wouid emand forgiveness.

7. Hosea and Gomer's children

&%)
[ Xvelp= RN Rve R

"Children of whoredom" - had already borne these when ne marr1ed her.
Jezreel - prophesy of the destruction of Israel.

LORUHAMAH (Not pitied)

LOAMMI
hree lessons of each chapter

First chapter: Israel's condition when selected by Jehovah

Second chapter: Israel's awful fall.

Third chapter: Israel's ransom price paid--15 p1eces of: s11ver and a Homer

{not my people)

and. a.half of Barley,
11. Israél's apoctasy from God. 4-14.
7. 4-5 The terrible results of Israels fall

A. Chapter 4: The sins of the pecple--no Truth, ilercy, Knowiedge
B. Chapter 5: The priests and rulers God had h1dden his face--5:15.
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Chapter 6:1-3 Israel's penitent cry. This is result desired.

A, To unrepentent -- God is a "lion"
B. To repentent -- God is the "rain"

3. Chapter 6:4-13 God probes Israel's wounds
A. iote the wetaphors and similes:

a. b:4 Goodness is as a morning cloud and as the early dew
b. 7:4 as oven heated by the baker :
8 as a cake not turned
T oas a silly dove (Egypt-Assyria)
12 as fowls caught in a net
¢. 8:77as a plant without stalk or yield.
o ‘9 “as a“wild"aSs alone by himself
d. 10:T as an empty vine
11 as a heifer that is taught
12 asa“fallow field
o e. 12:1 as one who feedeth on wind
4. Chapter 14:1-3 Prophet's-final appeal

5. Israel's final restorat1on 14:4-9; accomp]wshcd ina Sp1r1uua1 sense thfough the
church. ‘

11, What did God seek to accomplish through Hosea? °
Make Israel aware of her true condition
Warn her of the consequences of her course
Bring Israel to repentance if possibie
Indicate God's willingness to forgive and restore
Manifest the righteousness of God's dealing with- Israe]
ow did God seek to accomplish this?
Reveal the nature or Israel's sin.
A.  Sin against the love and beneévolence of God.
a. Satan has always attacked 1n thIS way
(1) Eve in Eden
(2) Israel in wilderness
(3) Gomer felt to gratitude Hosea 1:8
(&) Israel had turned to Baal
b. Failed only with Christ in wilderness. '
B. Histook” blessings and freedom of God's lTove as a 11cense to 51n
C.' "Failed to reciprocate God's love: : :
a. Hosea loved Gomer : b
b. Hosea 11:1 "When Israel was a child then I Toved h1m e
c. Love does not compel but beseeches :
B. Had forsaken God and turned to other ]overs
Tdols ™
b. Assyria and Egypt
2. Her conduct had:
A. Separated her from God
a. Hosea-Gomer
b. God-Israel 6:15 Face hidden:
B. Destroyed her righteous character
C. Vould Téad hér into captivity
3. He hoped to bring them to repentance by:
A. Reminding them of his love and care for them
a. Love begets love .
b. Gomér remembered -
4. God's w1111ngness to forgive seen in:
A. Hosea's forg1veness of Gomer--Think of how d}ff1cu1t it must have been,
B. God's promises
a. To Israel
b. To spiritual Israel. 3:5.
God's righteousness is shown by:
A, They were respons1bie for their condition

© b of SRR SR R A IR TN Lmnd Ll A
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HIGHLIGHIS FROM HOSLA

Introduction:

1.
2.

3
L.
5.

"Hosea" means "salvation',

Time of prophecy from 750-725 B, C., during reign of Jereboam II.
(Hos. 1:1; Compare 2 Kings 1li-17 for background.)

The state of the Northern Kingdom., Review history, giving special
attention to the "sin of Jereboam the son of Nebat,"

Hosea is the prophet of love, the John of the 0ld Testament., He
was the "home missionary” while Jonah was the "foreigh missionary”,
Hosea's Book is the History of the Decline and Fall of the Northern
Kingdom,

. , ) . PPN

T. THE MESSENGER--NTS PREPARATION (Chapters 1-3). ' i« «vr woon © (0 270

1.

Commanded to marry a‘sacred (?) harlot) which he does marryiﬁg

Gomer, Gunemt A

Children born: Jezreel (Cf. 2 Xings 10:1-k4.) Ioruhamah (not obtained
mercy); Loammi (not my people.) Hosea's wife has played the harlot
again and he doesn't believe the last two children are his.

She either deserts husband and children or is cast off.

Hosea finds her in the slave market. Not lovely as once she was, bubt
his love has not died. He buys her for thirty shekles of silver--half
in cash, half in bariey, and takes her home,

This used as analcgy of God!s relation to Israel and her zpostacy.
Hosea "did not merely teach, but incarnated the redeeming lcve of God"--
(J. Ao Brewer, Annotated Bible,)

IT. THE MESSAGE--HICHLIGHTS OF THE CHAPTERS SHOWING THEIR SIN (Chapters L=13.)

Their apostacy caused by

1.

24

3.

L.

Ignorance, (l:1-6; Cf, v. 9--preachers are ingnorant, v, 11.)

Pride. (5:5, Following man's command, v, 11, rejected God's king,
priesthood, feaqtdavs, law and in thls God hlmself Cf, creeds, mamuals
etc, Ignorance in the church., What is wrong?)

Instability. (6:L, many are like this in the church--start out fine,
but end up badly. Cf. 1 Cor. 15:58 , etc.)

Worldiness. (7:8, churches and preachers today "mix with denominationalism!
in some instapces. T1lustration of calling on to pray. Rom,16:17-18.)

Transgression, (8:1, especially refers to Ex, 19:5. Have we broken our
marriege vows to God? Jemes L:l, footnote.)

Corruption. (9:9, cf. the type sin comnmitied in heathen worship. Col. 2.)

Divided Affections. (7:2; Cf. 1 Jno, 2:15-17; James L:lL etc.)

Packsliding., (11:7; Today, Jno. 6:66-68; 2 Tim. L:10; "bent"--impaled.)
Oppression, (12:7--followed practices of evil Canaanites, unfair. Today?)

Abendon, (13:1~-2, sin more and move--worse and worse, 2Tim, 2-10-22,)



CONCLUSION:

1.

Three things expected of Israel: (1) to Know the Lord, (2) love

the Lord, (3) turn to the Lord,

When this properly done God says, "I will heal their backsliding

I will love them freely; for mine anger is turned away from him,"
Hosea is one of the grardest beoks of the Bible, showing the justice,
righteousress and love of God,

Some thirty direct and indirect quotations from Hosea are found in
the New Testament,
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Lesson Twenty-Two

HOSEA, JOEL, AND AMOS

Introduction:

l.

3.

We have come to the final books of the Old Testament, the Minor

Prophets.

a. Inthe Hebrew Bible, these books are counted as one and given
the collective name ‘‘The Twelve.”’ \

b. They are ““minor’’ only in their relative length.

. Seven of these prophets delivered their primary messages to

Judah, two (i.e., Amos and Hosea) to Israel, two (i.e., Jonah and

Nahum) to Nineveh, and one (i.e., Obadiah) to Edom.

The books are not in strict chronological order.

a. As we study them in groups of three, we will treat them in
order of composition so as to fit their messages into a histori-
cal context.

b. How they came to be in their present order 1s unknown to us.

. The three prophets whose writings concern us in this lesson were

among the earliest of the writing prophets. Cf. p. 84 of these
notes.

Body of the Lesson:
I. Background to Hosea, Joel, and Amos.
A. Joel is nowhere dated in terms of a king’s reign or a historical event
whose date is known to us.

1.

4.

5.

There is good reason to view it as an early work.

a. The enemies of the Jews named in the book (i.e., Philistia,
Edom, Egypt, and Phoenicia) are those of the pre-exilic time.

b. Its early place in the sequence of prophetic books likely indi-
cates that Jewish tradition counted it an ancient document.

. Joel was from Judah and prophesied to his own countrymen. Joel

3:1; cf. 2:15,23,32.

. This book has been called a “‘literary gem’’ because of its fluent

and polished style.

A terrible locust plague and drought gave the occasion for Joel’s
prophecy. Joel 1:2,17-20.

We remember Joel as the Prophet of Pentecost because of
2:28-32. Cf. Acts 2:17-21.

B. Amos was a native of Judah whose principal task was to prophesy to
the Northern Kingdom.

1.

The kings mentioned in Amos I:1 date his ministry at ca.
760-750 B.C.

. His call to a prophetic work is most interesting. Amos 7:14-15.

a. He had no background in the prophetic or priestly line.
b. God called a righteous man from a humble occupation to serve
as a bold preacher of reform.

. The national prosperity of Israel was at its peak in Amos’ day and

had generated spiritual idleness and national decay. Amos 6:1-6.
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C.

4. We remember Amos as the Prophet of Social Justice.
Hosea has the distinction of being the only writing prophet from the
Northern Kingdom.
1. He preached to his own people for half a century or more, ca.
760-710. Hos. 1:1.
2. He characteristically refers to Israel by the name of its largest
tribe, Ephraim. Hos. 4:17; 5:3,5, etc.
3. Hosea’s ministry is set against the background of a terribly tragic
family life. Hos. 1-3.
a. His wife forsook him and committed adultery with many
lovers.
b. He continued to love her and eventually bought her back out
of slavery.
4. His experiences with Gomer illustrated God’s relationship with
Israel.
5. We remember Hosea as the Prophet of Love.

Il. The Message of Hosea, Joel, and Amos.

A.

Allowing for particular differences in their settings, audiences, and
topics, we may say that the common message of these books is
Sfaithlessness, repentance, and restoration.

. Each prophet called attention to the faithlessness of his hearers be-

fore the holy God of heaven.

1. Joel assumes their sinfulness and warns of the ‘*day of the Lord”’
coming to Judah. Joel 1:15; 2:1-2.

2. Amos warned of the same sort of day in Israel and cataloged
specific sins leading to it. Amos 5:18-20; cf. 2:6-8.

3. Hosea accused the whole nation of Israel of spiritual adultery.
Hos. 4:1-19.

. Each pleaded for genuine repentance.

1. Write Joel 2:12-13a

2. Write Amos 5:15a

3. Write Hos. 10:12b

. Each holds out the promise of restoration for those who will repent.

1. Joel promised deliverance and prosperity. Joel 2:18-27.

2. Amos looked beyond Israel’s impending destruction to blessings
the Messiah would bring. Amos 9:11-15.

3. Hosea emphasized God’s willingness to forgive his people. Hos.
11-14.

lIl. Major Themes and/or Issues in Hosea, Joel, and Amos.
A.

The day of the Lord.

1. This is an important motif which runs through the prophetical
books. Isa. 2:12f; Ezek. 13:5; Joel 1:15; 2:1,11; Amos 5:18-20;
Zeph. 1:7,14; Zech. 14:1.
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. The expression is part of the biblical doctrine of last things (i.e..

eschatology) in both testaments.

. In the Old Testament. it is that day when a nation receives its just

due for sin.

a. There was no one specific day on which this would occur for
all nations.

b. Each was judged at a time chosen by God.

. The day of the Lord was not only for Israel and Judah but also

Babylon (Isa. 13:6), Egypt (Jer. 46:10), and other nations (Joel
3:14).

. The ultimate day of the Lord, foreshadowed by all other times of

judgment in history, is the final Judgment before Christ. Cf.
2 Pet. 3:10-12.

. Spiritual adultery.

1.

4.

5.

One of the most powerful figures of sin in all of Scripture is in
Hosea: infidelity to divine love.

God’s refationship to Old Testament Israel was frequently sym-
bolized as a husband-wife relationship. Isa. 62:5; Jer. 3:14.

. Thus it was appropriate to represent the nation’s sins—especially

idolatry—as adultery. Hos. 4:12-13a.

This fundamental unfaithfulness to their covenant with God lay at
the root of Israel’s other sins. Hos. 4:13b-19.

The New Testament warns us about sinning against God’s love.
Jas. 4:4; cf. Eph. 5:22-33.

. The social conscience of the people of God.

l.

. Write 1 John 4:20b

Amos was a fiery prophet who evaluated people’s religion

through their conduct in society.

a. Note the sins condemned among Israel’s neighbors. Amos
1:1-2:3.

b. The rulers of Israel were denounced as thieves, and their
wives were caricatured unmercifully. Amos 3:9-4:3.

c. Abuse of the poor in the land was denounced severely. Amos
5:10-12.

. The brother of Jesus had similar things to say in New Testament

times. Jas. 5:1-6.

. In recent decades, liberal religious groups have abandoned the

Bible for social activism; over the same period, conservative peo-
ple have often defended the Bible and neglected the poor, op-
pressed, imprisoned, and helpless.

. True religion demands sensitivity to social issues.

a. Abortion should not be abandoned to the Catholic Church as
its social issue.

b. The plight of the elderly must not be left to federal agencies
for solution.

c. Family disintegration is a concern for Christians before it is
the responsibility of psychologists.
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. The costliness of repentance.

1. These prophets all stress the urgency and difficulty of genuine
repentance. Cf. Joel 2:13a.
. Repentance always involves three very hard things.
a. Giving up evil. Acts 19:18-19.
b. Giving in to the Lord’s commands. Acts 2:38.
c. Giving way to heaven’s purpose for your life. Rom. 12:1-2.
3. Thus 1t 1s the hardest requirement of salvation.

[E]

IV. A Reader’s Guide to Hosea, Joel, and Amos.

A

B.

. The Book of Hosea.

This book begins with an account of Gomer's unfaithfulness to
Hosea (1:1-11). She symbolized Israel’s unfaithfulness, and the
names of her three children by Hosea expressed God’s judgment of
the nation: Jezreel = scattered by God, Loruhamah = not pitied, and
Loammi=not my people. Details of Gomer’s adultery are given
(2:1-13), and her restoration to Hosea is described (2:14-3:5).

The remainder of the book is a direct application of the Word of
God to Israel. The nation is indicted for its many sins (4:1-7:16) and
told of the punishment which was to come (8:1-10:15). There was
still hope, however, for God’s love for the nation was still real
(11:1-14:9).

The Book of Joel.

Joel describes the terror of a great locust plague of Judah (1:1-20)
which foreshadowed the day of the Lord for that nation (2:1-11).
Thus he pleaded for repentance (2:12-17) and looked to the blessings
which would follow from it (2:18-27). He closes with God’s promise
to bless mankind through the outpouring of his Spirit (2:28-32). The
great blessings to result from that event are described prophetically
(3:1-21).

The Book of Amos.

Calling them by their capital cities, Amos announces God’s judg-
ments against Israel’s neighbors (1:1-2:3). He then turns to Judah
(2:4-5) and Israel (2:6-16). Details about Israel’s specific sins and its
impending judgment are related (3:1-6:14).

Amos was then given five visions of the coming judgment of
Israel: the locust plague (7:1-3), the devouring fire (7:4-6), the plumb
line (7:7-9), a basket of summer fruit (8:1-14), and the altar (9:1-10).
In the course of the visions, Amaziah’s opposition to Amos at Bethel
is related (7:10-17). The book closes with a glimpse of the splendor
of the Messiah’s coming kingdom (9:11-15).

Conclusion:

1. Notice how the messages of these prophets grew out of their
personal experiences and reflected their different personalities.

2. God’s ability to use all types of people to his glory is amazing—
and consoling.

READING ASSIGNMENT FOR NEXT LESSON

Maxi Assignment: The Books of Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah
Mini Assignment: The Books of Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah
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When God called Ezekiel to his pro-
phetic office, the Babylonian captivity was
well underway. Along with king Jehoiachin
and others, Ezekiel was a part of the
second deportation of the Southern King-
dom of Israel into Babylon. According to
1:1-2 Ezekiel was called "in the thirtieth
year” (probably meaning that Ezekiel was
thirty years of age) and in the “fifth year
of king Jehoiachin’s captivity.” He saw
“visions of God” (1:1) and was told that
he was being sent to the rebellious, sin-
ful, impudent and stiffhearted children of
Israel and was to say unto them, “Thus
saith the Lord God” (2:3-4).

Ezekiel's message was basically
twofold consisting of both doom and
hope. The captivity of the children of |s-
rael would continue for the divinely ap-
pointed period of time (seventy years as
prophesied by Jeremiah). The book
stresses the fact that this captivity was
the punishment for their sins and that

‘erusalem would be destroyed. Yetit of- -

ers hope for the return of a remnant
(14:22) and envisions the unity, peace
and redemption that uitimately would be
enjoyed under "David” as shepherd and
king (34:23-24; 37:24-25). The promise
of a remnant involves the preserving of
the seed line through which the Savior
would come. “David” is a reference to the
Messiah Himself who was to be of the
seed of David (Il Sam. 7:12-13; Isa. 11:1-
5; Acts 2:25-36), the one Shepherd that
God would send to bless all mankind (cf.
John10:16).

The book of Ezekiel employs figura-
tive and symbolic language, parables and
allegories in order to reveal God’s mes-
sage through the prophet and to the chil-
dren of Israel. Itis literally full of lessons
and principles that need to be learned
and applied even today (Rom. 15:4). Al-
though portions of the book are difficult
to understand and require a great deal of
close, careful study, it also contains many
lessons that are readily perceived and
=asily grasped. The following few are sub-

iitted for the serious consideration, con-
templation and profit of all who read.

As noted earlier, Ezekiel was told
that when he spoke to the people he was
to say, “Thus saith the Lord God” (2:4;

3:27). This emphasizes the all-important
truth that God’s Word is to be taught and
preached “as is” without addition, sub-
traction or modification of any sort. While
teaching involves explaining the Scrip-
tures or "giving the sense” thereof (Neh.
8:8), man cannotimprove or enhance the
will of God. He should not try to do so
and he is condemned if he does try (Gal.
1:8-9;Rev. 22:18-19). He must speak “as
the oracles of God” (I Pet. 4:11). This
same principle is found in God’s instruc-
tion to the prophet Jonah when he was
told to go to Nineveh and "preach unto it
the preaching that | bid thee” (Jonah 3:2).

O how many there are, especially
preachers, who need to give heed to this
lesson today! Yes, this means preach-
ers in denominational churches. But it
alsoincludes many preachers, elders and
members within the churches of Christ.
It includes those who err by preaching
and promoting doctrines contrary to the
gospel of Christ (Il Tim. 4:3-4; Rom.
16:17-18), those who fellowship, support
and endorse false teachers (Il John 9-11;
Eph. 5:11), those who ignore and neglect
portions of truth they consider unpleas-
ant, unpopular or controversial (Acts
20:20, 26-27) and even those who make
little or no effort to live and practice the
truths they acknowledge and preach
(Phil. 1:27;1Tim. 4:12).

In preaching the pure word of God,
the faithful proclaimer is not to be afraid
of those who hate and reject the truth.
Rather, truth is to be preached whether
those who are taught are willing to listen
or not (Ezek. 2:6-7; 3:27; Il Tim. 4:1-2).
As long as fidelity to truth is maintained,
there is every reason to be courageous
and no reason to be fearful of men (Josh.
1:5-9; Acts 18:9-10; | Pet. 3:14, Heb.
13:5-6). Fear should only be directed to-
ward the One who can and will destroy
the disobedient eternally (Matt. 10:28; ||
Thess. 1:7-9).

Today many shy away from “speak-
ing the truth in love” (Eph. 4:15) lest, God
forbid, they hurt someone’s feelings or
make someone mad. Granted, it is not
our intention and aim to offend, but the
truth offends those who do not love it with
all their heart. It has always been this
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way and always will be! Our Lord did not
seek to offend anyone, yet when He was
informed that the Pharisees were of-
fended by His teaching (Matt. 15:12) He
did not rush to apologize for the truth.
Rather He said, "Let them alone: they be
blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind
lead the biind, both shali fall into the ditch”
(Matt. 15:14). Itis far better to face those
who do not appreciate sound teaching
now, than to face the Lord in judgment
knowing that we failed to follow His com-
mands. “ltis afearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God” (Heb. 10:31).

Further, a desire to adhere faithfully
to the revealed will of God should be
coupled with an acute awareness of the
obligation one has to teach and warn oth-
ers. God makes personal responsibility
for sin crystal clear, but He makes itjust
as clear that Ezekiel will be held account-
able for wamning, admonishing, exhorting
and encouraging the people to turn from
sin and to righteousness. If he fails to
“sound the trumpet” their blood will be
upon his hands (Ezek. 3:17-21; 33:1-9).
Likewise, we should feel compelled to
teach the truth (I Cor. 9:16) and should
realize that we have a debt to pay with
regard to those who are lost and in need
ofthe saving gospel (Rom. 1:14-16). Like
Paul, we should have a deep passion for
the souls of men (Rom. 9:1-3) and should
earnestly desire, pray for and labor for
their salvation (Rom. 10:1).

Ezekiel served faithfully as priest
during an extremely difficult period in the
history of Israel. Truly he exemplified his
name which means “Jehovah strength-
ens”. What was true then is true now—it
takes strong, stouthearted men and
women of faith to carry out the Lord’s
will; people who are neither afraid nor
ashamed to stand firmly upon, humbly
foliow and boldly proclaim God’s precious
Word. If this we will do, we will be blessed
both now and in eternity (Mark 10:30; |
Tim. 4:8). God wili be with us and help
us. As David said:

[ will lift up mine eyes unto the

hills, from which cometh my

help. My help cometh from the

Lord, which made heaven and

earth. (Ps. 121:1-2)
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The prophet Hosea, the son of Beer,
was a minister to Israel in the last days
of freedom before the siege of Israet and
Babylonian captivity. He was at work in
Israel during the reign of King Uzziah (767-
739 B.C ) through King Hezekiah (715-
686 B.C.). The name Hosea means “sal-
vation” and should Israel have listened to
Hosea who was carrying the words of the
Lord, they could have been saved. The
book of Hosea parallels the historical
record found in Il Kings 15-16 and |l
Chronicles 26-28.

The word of the Lord to Hosea be-
gins with what should be a most beauti-
ful and exciting time of life for a young
man like Hosea. It was time for him to be
married and Solomon the inspired writer
of Proverbs said, “rejoice with the wife of
thy youth” (Prov. 5:18). God intended for
man and woman to come together in the
beauty of marriage and enjoy a special
relationship that would last a lifetime
(Matt. 19:1-9). But Hosea will not enjoy
the special relationship which God had
planned because he has set his eyes on
a "wife of whoredoms” (1:2). Because
his heart is inclined that way God says,
“Go, take unto thee a wife of whoredoms.”
Please note that God telis him to take a
wife of whoredoms, but that could not be
God’s wish for Hosea or any man (Prov.
5). The priests were strictly commanded
not to marry a whore {Lev. 21:7). The Prov-
erb writer said that “by means of a whorish
woman a man is brought to a piece of
bread” (Prov. 6:26). Israel had been
warned many times of the corruption
brought on by whoredom and yet Hosea’s
heart was set on Gomer. A significant
comparison is seen in verse two of chap-
ter one: Hosea represents what was go-
ing on in all the land. So what should
have been a happy time for Hosea and
Israel was a sad, bleak time because of
sin.

¢

When reading the book of Hoseaone
can see that God has been cheated on
in His marriage to Israel. Gomer did com-
mit adultery and cheated on Hosea (2:2-
23) just as Israel had done to God.
Hosea is willing to buy her love and af-
fection back (ch.3), but her heart is not
with him. God would give Israel every pre-
cious thing, yet she would not return from
her whoredom with a change of heart.
After being taken captive without a king
and without a prince, Israel will eventu-
ally be prepared to turn her heart back to
the Lord (3:5).

But why and how could such a thing
happen? The key verse of the book tells
us why: "My people are destroyed for
lack of knowledge” (4:6). Israel was not
approved unto God because they left His
Word and a knowledge of His laws. In
Hosea 6:6 God said, “For | desire mercy
and not sacrifice; and knowledge of God
more than burnt offerings.” A ceasing to
retain God in one’s knowledge will lead
to every kind of evil (Rom. 1:28). This is
the exact thing that was found in Rome
in the New Testament and the people
were “without natural affection” (Rom.
1:31). Could it be that we in America
know this same situation? What would
possess a woman to kill her unborn child
in abortion but a heart devoid of God and
a knowledge of His Word? What would
allow men and women to run for public
office in the United States of America and
openly promote homosexuality and ho-
mosexual rights, moreover be elected with
such an unclean, corrupt platform, but a
people whose hearts are devoid of God
and a knowledge of Him? How could it
be a shock to anyone that a president
would blatantly lie when all along he has
promoted positions such as abortion and
homosexuality which are as debased and
unnatural as can be? When anyone or
any nation ceases to retain God in their

By David S. Hill

knowledge and refuses His longsuffering
and grace, destruction is at the door.
Hosea’s record of Israel reveals this
clearly.

Hosea is a sad book. Many today
say, "Be positive! We don't like or need
negative preaching and teaching.” Yet
God wrote some of the most negative
books to be found anywhere. Why? Be-
cause lIsrael needed to know and see
how bad they really were in the sight of
God. God said, “Rejoice not, O Israel,
for joy, as other people: for thou hast gone
a whoring from thy God, thou hast loved
areward upon every cornfloor” (9:1). How
graphic, how negative, but how true it
was. Israel could not see her own emi-
nent destruction because sin and whore-
dom had blinded her eyes. In chapter 14
of the book of Hosea God's longsuffering
could not be clearer. He painted the sad
picture of Israel’s condition throughout the
book but ends with the earnest plea, “O
Israel return unto the Lord thy God.” No-
tice that if they will just turn unto the Loro
and confess their iniquity God will for-
give, forget and bless them. But, sadly
the Father's faithful plea was not heard.

In closing Hosea brings a couple of
other Bible references to mind. Firstis
the statement by Paul in || Corinthians
6:14: “Be ye not unequally yoked to-
gether with unbelievers.” Also contained
in that same verse is the question “what
fellowship has light with darkness?” Fi-
nally there is this question: what do mem-
bers of Christ have in common with har-
lotry? (I Cor. 6:15-20). When one stud-
ies the book of Hosea, it's easy to see
that even though 2,600 years have gone
by man hasn’t changed. His heart seems
to be set on doing evil and God will let it
happen. The sad thing is that an awful
price has already been paid and is yet to
be paid for unforgiven sin. The Lord will
forgive if we will turn to Him.
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THE MINOR PROFHETS - HOSEA
Lesson Two

INTRODUCTION: : L

1. Read 2 Kings 14 -~ 17 as a background to the bock of Hesea.

2, Read the book of Hosea.

3. "The book of Hosea stands first among the writings of the ‘Minor Prophets,’ not be-
cause it was thought to be the earliest (for of this thers is no proof), but because
it is the longest.” (Cheyne).

4. Let's consider:

DISCUSSION:

I. SOHE VITAL FACTS ABOUT HOSEA.

A.

Hosea prophesied to the Northern Kingdom called Israel or Ephraim.

1. "He has the distinction of being the only writing prophet of the Northern
Kingdom." (Lewis).

2. He prophesied during the darkest period of the kingdom of Israel.

Hosea seems to have prophesied in the years following 746 5.C., possibly 745 B.C.

to 725 B.C., This was shortly after the time of Amos.

Hosea means "'God is salvation' or "Deliverance,” The core and content of his

message is the plea of a 'return' to God, a word that is used 15 times in the book.

Hosea is a walking example of the lesson he presents. He marries an adulterous

woman and to this union three children are born and each is given a name which is

part of the prophet's preaching

1. Jezreel. "God scatters' which was a threat to the reigning house. Also
element of hope. (Hosea 1:11; 2:22,23).

2. Loruhamah. "Not pitied” is a threat that God will not pity and forgive the
house of Israel.

3. Loammi. ™"Not my people’

' is the threat of a broken relationship.

II. GOD'S REVELATION OF THEIR CONDITION AND CALL TC BREPENTANCE.

A
zi o

During the reign of Jereboam II, Israel reached a great state of prosperity, but
they drifted into an easy, careless life, which led to their destruction.
George L. Robinson lists six specific sine of which they were guilty:

1. Lack of knowledge. Hos. 4:6, 11.

2. Pride. v:s4.

3. Instability. 6:4.

4, Vorldiiness. 7:8.

5. Backsliding., 11:7.

6. Idolatry. 13:2.

Hosea lists some serious faults present in Israel.

1. Their religion consisted of outward forms at the expense of inward reality.

6:6,

a. The "multiplication of altars and sacrifices were not pleasing to God as
long as it was not accompanied by the proper attitudes. The religious
hypocrisy of Hosea's day was patent to God..." (Schultz)

b. "It is impossible to express goodness and knowledge apart from obedience
to the commands of God, yet it is possible to obey outward forms and fail
to please God because of the corruptness of the heart." (Ellis).

c., God desires goodness, mercy and knowledge.

2. They had transgressed or broken covenant with God. 6:7). It was wilfully
broken by man.

3. They were guilty of murder.(6:8) "Gilead™ is the name of a district and Hedey"
is used here in the sense that the whole land was full of evildoers. “Polit-
ical and social corruptness led to murder and bloodshed throughout the land.”
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III.

&

4, The priests, the leaders of the people, had become robbers. (6:9)

5. They were guilty of whoredom or “spiritual adultery." (6:10) They had joined
with other nations and forsaken God. They revered the calves of Samaria.
(8:5: 10:5¢f)

6. There was international intrigue. Acting like a silly dove that will be

caught Israel first sceks help from Assyria and then Egypt, not realizing
that God was their help.

7. 1Israel trusted in their great military might to save them instead of trusting
in God. (10:13).

SOME THOUGHTS FROM HOSEA IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.

A. The expression '"not my people.” (2:23; 1:10) appears in Romans 9:25,26 and the
thought in 1 Pet. 2:10. The people who were not his people but were to become
his people were the Gentiles.

B. In Hosea 6:6, we read, "I desire mercy and not sacrifice.” Jesus used this
statement to rebuke "those who found fault because he had mercy on sinners and
because his disciples ate grain on the Sabbath.”

C. 1In Hosea 11:1, we read, "Out of Egypt have I called my son.” This refers to the
exodus experience of Israel out of Egypt, but Matthew's application of the passage
"to the experience of Jesus makes it quite clear that Matthew understands the
word 'fulfill' to include typical fulfillment.” (Lewis).

THE MINOR PROPHETS -~ HOSEA
QUESTIONS ON LESSON 2

DISCUSSION AND THOUGHT QUESTIONS - GIVE SCRIPTURE

1.

When did Hosea write? ;79L6 Zfr(z. What are the background
scriptures to Hosea? pz %aa /1/ -/ 7
Who was Hosea's father? {fZe,e/u./ -/

Who was Hosca's wife? 1;Lﬂ%1£/z)

Give Hosea's children's names and the meanihg of each:
j Lrallos

4M4{ MW

c. ipW Mm/r W

What did Hosea's wife become after he marrlbd her? W éﬂ¢iﬁuﬂﬁ2¢;2¢ﬂu

.

(In the same manner Israel had forsaken God and followed other nations).

Hosea 2:23 is quoted in Romans 9:25 and referred to what people? ,/Z;ééj

Lorbiln

Hosea later found his wife sold in the eommon market and bought her back for how

5 ¥ a L 2 (‘
nuch? /j ) Z/ o), M%7 , %W’iz%’¢;’d
muc M;’A’“‘*’//’Q ,Mv"/ﬂ. 3

God had a controversy with Israel because he did not find what three things in the

land? a. WQ({, b. %LM/{:%/{ Cs %—z@u&{{,ﬁg/\_
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9.

10.

1L.

12.

135

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

15.

20,

Why did God say his people are destroyed? ,ﬁ{/A i/ JMWM 4;

What two things did God desire more than sacrifice and burnt offermgs"

VWhat men had become as a "troop of robbers? Mzgﬁ L. - 7

WYho did God say would "come as an cagle ageinst” Israel because they had transgressed

his covenant? (cf. 5:13) WLJ -5’///3

God said Israel hath “sown the .wind" but shall reap the Mz/&éw/ F. p

%t dldf;d do for Isyael when yet a child? M—EQQ,/ZWH [Zg«-gg (%%j
Jh

(” ~/7./ ‘ N
at did God say# people WLrw bent on doing? /&fﬂdd/z&,@x, ""// -7

Where did God tell Israel her help was to be found? %‘)“’[52; é:

Name some evil characteristics of Israel. (The evil characteristic is not necessarily

named in the verse, but it may just be described. D)

a. Hosea 4:6 ignorance e. Hosea 9:9 é@@%fﬁ:«/)

b, Homes 55 WA&A, f£. Hosea 11:7 Her o lons .

c. Hosea 7:8 Dived D fen g. Hosea 12:7 @W/ /

d. Hosea 8:1 W h. Hosea 13:2 ,,szﬁ,{é‘%,

List as many sins as you can from the following verses of which Tsracl wao guiltys
(Hosea 432, 10, 11, 14; 5:2, 7; 6:9) ,24-&{%, 42% ,4"224/4% tctecdle,
ﬁdfi«»ﬁ , WZJ/ /f/ﬁﬁzﬂ// Az .{Afw = Z, /Zz@zf/fé/fmv ’
Lol

Throughout this book God said Israel or Ephraim is lika_ or as several things. Sec
how many you can fiund. One example given.

jos]

a. "Israel slideth back® - "as a backsliding heifer” 4:16

b. “for your goodness is" ~ Lo g ﬂiﬂm w / L/é

c. "I found Israel like" - W% e ,/fdé[éw,@ — /0
d. "Ephraim also is like" - & 4&% A«-——y-&/ '7;}//

e. "As for Ephraim, their glory shall fly away like" - &/z/z;ﬂ = B '//

f. "And Ephraim is as" -~ e~ ,/Zg?/,w W W 2;4{,?74{/"

[ .
Despite Isreal's many sins God still pleaded with them to do what? M&
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TRUE OR FALSE

10.

Israel was guilty of spiritual adultery by joining with other nations.
Hosea buying his wife back was a picturec of God buying Israel back.
Israel had forgotten the law of God.

The people were like the priests who were corrupt.

God said he would be unto Ephraim as a Qg&h.,ﬁ?’/21~

God described Ephraim as a "cake not turned." ;7:752

fivp

The expression "Ephraim is like 2 silly dove without heart” means without
understanding.

Ephraim did not make many altars.
The ""day of visitation" in 9:7 referred to the final judgment day.

Despite all that Israel had done it grieved God to give her up.

VITAL LESSONS FOR OUR DAY.

1.

Man's proper relationship with God is to know God - ™o mere intellectual knowledge,
but is rather an intimate relatiomship that comes by living with and for him and must
be persistently pursued." (Lewis)

Disloyalty to God is vividly pictured as "spiritual adultery."

God's great love for us is amazing despite our weakness and sins.



The Historical Background and Conditions During Hosea’s prophecy — Kings of Judah
A. Uzziah — King of Judah — 52 Years

1. Read from II Chronicles 26:1-23.
2. Read from Background of Isaiah.

B. Jotham — King of Judah — 16 Years (740-735 B.C.).

1. He accomplished much.
2. His success explained in II Chronicles 27:6.

C. Ahaz — King of Judah — 16 years (735-715 B.C.).

Wicked

IT Chronicles 28:1 ff

II Kings 16:5-10

IT Kings 17:5, 6, 7-9, 13, 14

e

Israel — Kings
A. Jereboam II — King of Israel — 41 years

1. Evil king, but a very capable man.
2. Jonah prophesied during this time.

B. Zachariah — Son of Jereboam — Killed by Shallum — Reigned 6 months (II Kings
15:8-11).

C. Shallum — Reigned 1 month - Killed by Menahem — II Kings 15:14.
D. Menahem — Reigned 10 years — Paid Paul, king of Assyria, 1,000 talents of silver.

E. Pekahiah — His son reigned 2 years — He was killed by Pekah, army captain —
I Kings 15:23-25.

F. Pekah — Reigned 20 years — Killed by Hoshea — 11 Kings 15:27-31.



Dead Sea Scrolls:

1.

Cave 1 — Full text and commentary on Habakkuk 1 and 2 as well as fragments of
Hosea and Micah.

Cave 2 — Seraps of Jonah.

Cave 4 — Had parts of all minor prophets except Obadiah, Habakkuk and Haggai
— Minor Commentaries on Hosea and Nahum.

Other caves — remainder of books at least fragments found.

Have them draw period and place dates and events.
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The Agony of Unrequited Love

Man and woman were designed for one
another. There is no greater relationship
on earth than the love shared by a devoted
husband and wife. The fact is, the marriage
union is the only relationship wherein man
and woman have the divine authorization for
physical intimacy (Gen. 2:24).

Humanity has been intrigued with “love
stories” since the commencement of history.
Many of these, unfortunately, have been
marred by immorality. Nonetheless, passion-
ate romances intrigue.

Antony and Cleopatra, Shakespeare’s
Romeo and Juliet, Abelard and Heloise, Brown-
ing and Barrett (“How do | love thee? Let
me count the ways.”) — the list is long and
diverse.

But the greatest love saga of all time lies
within the Old Testament. It involved God’s
prophet, Hosea. As one Old Testament schol-
ar has observed, “In all the world’s literature
there is no record of human love like that of
Hosea” (Robinson, 21).

Historical Background

A little more than 900 years before the
Savior’s birth, the Hebrew nation split. In the
northern region of Canaan, with a capital at
Samaria and embracing ten tribes, there arose
a faction known as “the kingdom of Israel.”
The regime in the south, principally with two
tribes and headquarters ac Jerusalem, stood
apart as “the kingdom of Judah.” Each regime
had its own line of kings, and frequently there
was tension and bitterness between these
antagonistic brethren.

The northern kingdom commenced in
the throes of apostasy, when Jeroboam, son

of Nebat, started a “denomination” involving

“calf worship,” with idols erected in Bethel and

Dan (see 1 Kgs. 12:25-33). Thus was there
accelerated a decline in the north that would
end in disaster 210 years later, with the As-
syrian invasion (722/21 B.C.).

Five of Jehovah’s prophets were associated
with the northern kingdom. Jonah was a mis-
sionary sent to preach to Nineveh, Elijah and
Elisha rebuked the idolatry of the homeland,
but neither produced any written work. Amos,
from the southern kingdom, warned of the
fall that would come to Isracl if she failed to
mend her ways. Hosea was the solitary writing
prophet of the north.

Hosea (whose name signifies “salvation”)
did his prophetic work at some point within
the administration of Jeroboam I (c. 782-753
B.C.). His regime was characterized by suc-
cessful military conquests and great material
prosperity. Yet, it was marred by gross idolatry
and indulgence of the vilest sort. The writings
of both Amos and Hosea paintastark portrait
of this degenerating nation that edged toward
the brink of destruction, and that eventually
would fall to the brutal Assyrians.

Amos described how the poor were op-
pressed while the rich grew fat. Drunkenness
and sexual abuse was rampant. Idolatry was
practiced profusely and openly. Those who
sought to be faithful were persecuted (Am.
2:6-12).

Hosea’s message compliments that of
Amos. The people of the northern kingdom
were ignorant of God’s truth (4:6), and their
arrogant pride was abominable (5:5). Hence,
Jehovah would “withdraw” his fellowship
from them (5:6). The nation was fickle, on

and off, like a morning cloud or evaporating
dew (6:4). Their worship was hypocritical;
sacrifices were offered, but they were void
of common goodness and were intertwined
with idolatrous ceremonialism (6:65 13:2),
They were a “deeply corrupted” people (9:9).
The nation fraternized with the pagans; they
were rotting, yet were wholly unaware of their
disease (7:8-9). Israel had set her mind toward
a departure from the true God (11:7).

Samaria was located some 35 miles north
of Jerusalem. The city had been founded
about a hundred years before Hosea’s time.
A number of archacological excavations have
been carried out at the site of the ancient
city. One scholar, Professor Howard Vos, has
observed that these explorations “proved to
be particularly fruitful in illuminating and
confirming the biblical record” (Vos, 2406).

For example, numerous pottery frag-
ments were found with inscriptions of names
thereon. Not a few of these had “Baal” as a
compound designation (cf, Baal-Shalishah
- 2 Kgs. 4:42), demonstrating how deeply
idolatry had infiltrated the nation, Jezebel,
Ahab’s ungodly wife, had been a missionary
for evil in the land.

Also the luxury of the era has been well
illustrated by the palace with its walls ofinlaid
ivory, and remnants of furniture with carved
ivory adornment. This cannot but remind
the Bible student of Amos’ rebuke of those
who “lie on beds of ivory, and stretch them-
selves on their couches” (Am. 6:4; cf. 3:15; 1
Kgs. 22:39). Some of the ivory trinkets from
Samaria, with replications of various false
gods, may be secn in the British Museum
(Mitchell, 54).
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Hosea

Hosea was a country boy. This is evi-
denced by the frequent references to agricul-
tural items (cf. 4:16; 8:7; 10:11, etc.). Hewas
called by God to deliver a message of loveand
hopetoa wayward people destined for severe
punishment if they did not repent.

The first three chapters of the book are
biographical and it is here that we learn some-
thing of the tragedy in the prophet’s life that
made him eminently qualified to functionasa
tender messenger on behalf of Jehovah, as the
Lord sought to win back his ungodly “bride,”
the nation of Israel.

Hosea was selected by God for a most
important mission. His task was: (a) to rebuke
the nation for her sins; (b) to tenderly call the
people back into a familial relationship with
the Lord; and, (c) to warn of the impending
destruction of the kingdom if Tsrael failed to
respond. His ministry probably lasted more
than twenty years. But the backdrop for his
preaching was the heart-crushing experiences
of his own marital situation.

The Marriage

Hosea married a woman whose name was
Gomer. The controversial point about this
event was the manner in which the prophet
was instructed to enter the relationship. Here
is the shocking command from God: “Go take
unto you a wife of whoredom, and children of
whoredom; for the land is committing great
whoredom, departing from Jehovah” (1:2).
What does this mean?

First, we must dismiss the view that the
story of Hosea and his wife is but an allegory,
and not based upon an historical situation,
as liberal scholars commonly contend. This
theory appears to be a convenient way of
avoiding the difficuley embodied in the
command.

Second, we cannot endorse the concept
that the Lord required the prophet to go and
marry a woman who already was a prostitute.
There are several factors that tend to negate
this view. (a) Such a command would make
a mockery of the sacredness of marriage and
reflect upon the holiness of God. Robinson,
quoting A.B. Davidson, called this notion

“absurd and monstrous” (20). (b) Such a cir-
cumstance would not parallel Jehovah's deal-
ings with Tsrael; the nation had been faithful
initially, but became corrupt, and thus was
pled with to return to her loving Lord. (c)
Had Hosea married a practicing, harlot, he

would have attracted the scorn of his brethren
and discredited himself as a prophet of the
holy God.

It is better to take the language of verse 2
as an example of “prophetic prolepsis.” This is
a figure of speech, quite common in the scrip-
tures, whereby the writer speaks of something
that will happen as if it already had occurred.
As Professor Kirkpatrick described it, “Gomer
was as yet unstained when Hosea took her to
be his wife. She is called 2 wife or woman of
whoredom (1:2) not because she was already
such, but because she proved to be such in
her wedded life” (123). The prophet records
the narrative for us “in the light in which he
was led to see it in after days” (125).

Hosea loved Gomer with a depth that may
be uncommon among men. She developed
a “wild” streak — perhaps lured by the well-
known sexual indulgences of the Baal religion.
Under the influence of Jezebel, Baalism had
invaded and saturated the northern kingdom
(see 1 Kgs. 18:19).

Though Gomer forsook her devoted
husband, saying, “I will go after my lovers”
(v. 2:5), his Jove for her was unquenchable.

How many nights did the prophet lay
awake, anxious for the fate of his wife? Was
she walking the streets? Was she in a Baal orgy
somewhere? His heart was shattered. Had the
law been rigorously applied, she could have
been executed. At the very least Hosea could
have divorced her. But what would have been
her plight, and that of their three children?
Amazingly, the prophet’s love overcame all
other emotions.

Hosea went looking for his straying wife.
She seems to have been sold as a sex slave,
because he had to buy her back (3:2). But
she was under strict obligation not to repeat
her profligate conduct.

Hosea’s Preaching

Tt was out of this background that Hosea’s
preaching took ona fervor more intense than
it otherwise could have been. There was a
startling parallel between Gomer’s wanton in-
fidelity, and that of the nation of Israel. Note
the following points of comparison.

(1) Jehovah betrothed Israel unto himself
as a man takes a wife, but there was the obli-
gation of the nation to remain faithful to the
sacred contract (2:19-20).

(2) Sadly, Israel became unfaithful.
Decked with the jewelry of her prosperity,
she pursued the “night life,” frolicking in the

sensualism of the Baal cult (2:13). She ceased
even to “know” her mate (4:6).

(3) But the Lord grieved over his wanton
people. “How shall I give you up, O Ephraim?
How shall I cast you off, Israel?” (11:8-9). Be-
cause the tribe of Ephraim was a leading influ-
ence in the northern kingdom, this name was
used to represent the people. God would not
deal with Ais bride, as a man ordinarily might
(v. 9); his longsuffering reflected his love.

(4) Jehovah would happily receive his
people back if they would but acknowledge
their wrong and return to him. “Therefore
return to your God; keep kindness and
justice, and wait for your God continually”
(12:6). The term “return” is found 15 times
in the book.

The Tragic End

The Bible student is not privy to the lat-
ter days of Gomer, as piqued as his curiosity
might be. But he is keenly aware of what
happened to the kingdom of Isracl. They
were unmoved by the preaching of Hosea
(and Amos), and dredged themselves deeper
into apostasy, until the Lord was forced (by
his own sense of holiness and justice) to deal
with them.

The brutal Assyrians became a providen-
tial tool in the hand of the Almighty (cf. Isa.
10:5-7). During the rule of Tiglath-pileser I1I
(745-727 B.C.), a aumber of Hebrews were
taken captive (2 Kgs. 15:29; 16:7-9). A second
reign of terror came in the days of Shalma-
neser V (727-722) and Sargon I (722-705),
as the norchern kingdom was ravaged again.
After a siege of 3 years, Samaria fell and, ac-
cording to Assyrian records, 27,290 Israelites
were taken into captivity (2 Kgs. 17:1-6; see
Pritchard, 195).

Can we learn from this example? Can we
not be touched with a realization of the love of
God and Christ for us? (Rom. 8:37-39; Eph.
3.18-19)? Will it take a providential tragedy
to awaken us? W/
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Hosea's Wife and Children

God said take unto thee a wife of whoredom and children of whoredom:; for the land doth
commit great whoredom, departing from Jehovah (1:2). God knew in his infinite wisdom that the
seeds of harlotry had been sown in Gomer, daughter of Diblaim, and examples all around her had
so influenced her that she had become such. When Hosea married her, she was beautiful and pure,
but, alas she partook of the habits of the people of her generation. This of course broke his heart.
He loved his wife and truly desired her faithfulness. But that was the very purpose of God asking
him to do such a thing. Israel had departed from God. They had one after gods of the Canaanites;
El, Baal and Dagon. Their female goddesses were Asherah, Astarte, and Anath. Their worship
was purely pagan in it's nature. It was connected with their farming. In order to produce fertility
in man, beast, and crops in the field, they would conduct ritualistic acts of fornication, men with
harlots and women with other men who were not their husbands. God made it known to Hosea
that he would not punish Ephraim's daughters "when they play the harlot, nor your brides when
they committ adultery: for the men themselves go apart with harlots, and they sacrifice with
prostitutes; and the people that doth not understand shall be overthrown" (4:14). The brides
committed adultery and daughters played the harlot under every green tree, the oaks, the poplars,
and the terebinths, "because the shadow thereof is good" (4:13). They sacrificed upon the hills.
Whoredom and wine had taken away their understanding (4:11).

This was the tragedy of it all: they were ignorant. "My people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge" (4:6). They rejected knowledge and this was why God had rejected them, and they
would be no priest to him, they had forgotten the law of their God," "I wrote for Ephraim the
10,000 things of my law; but they are as a strange thing" (8: 12). In his writing, Ephraim (the
largest tribe representing Israel) was both a wife to God and a son. God had loved Israel when he
was a child and "called my son out of Egypt” (11:1). God had taught Israel how to walk and had
taken them on his arms, but they did not know that it was he who had healed them" (11:4).

Hosea also portrayed Israel as a wife to God. And that is the thrust of his writing. Jehovah
wanted [srael to see how terrible their apostasy really was. They should have been able to see the
bitterness and pain in his heart when Gomer played the harlot and bore the children of harlotry.
They should have seen how he dearly loved her and, though she had grievously sinned and had
broken their marital covenant, he was still forgiving and, according to God's instructions, he went
again and loved Gomer who had become an adulteress (3:1).

The value of this illustration is in our ability to abhor Gomer's conduct. All sensitive people will. It

is when we can sense the ugliness of her deeds that we can see the magnitude of Hosea's love and
forgiveness.



Most men would say. "l would never have taken her back," and that is precisely the point - God's
love is larger; His long-suffering is longer; and His mercy is matchless. If the love of a Hosea for a
Gomer is astonishing, how much more the amazing grace of a Holy God toward a sinful world. If
God could not love the unloveable, no man would have hope.

It is no accident that the Scriptures frequently employ the figure of adultery and prostitution to
portray the ugliness of unfaithfulness to God (4:11,12; James 4:4).

The unfaithful wife sought lovers for what they give her (2:5). This is idolatry. All such coveting
after is idolatry (Colossians 3:5). How God's heart is broken when His people leave Him m
pursuit of things (job, house, boat, car, friends, recreation, prestige)!

She is presumptuous (2:7). She takes it for granted that she can go home when she wants.

Psalms 19:13. She would be ungrateful (2:8). So all who accept God's goodness and refuse His
service (Romans 2:4).

She would scorn his overtures of love (3:1). (Chapter 2:14 describes God's efforts to win back
Israel's heart.) But the pure love of God is trampled in pursuit of illegitimate pleasures (2 Timothy
3:4).

But God cannot forgive the impenitent The marriage cannot be mended until the unfaithful one
had repented (14:1).

Just as Gomer had for long astray from her rightful husband, even so Israel would for many years
be without its true worship but would in the Messianic days return to"David their king, and shall
come with fear unto Jehovah, and to his goodness in the latter days"(3:5). It was Hosea's privilege
to announce to his people the wonderful love of God and the boundless mercy of God toward
Israel and Judah. Even though Israel committed adultery, with their kingdom destroyed and the
nation scattered (Jezreel); even though they would he without mercy (Loruhamah); and though
they would not he God's people (loammi), the time would come when they would be gathered
together, both Judah and Israel, and be sown to Jehovah (Jezreel), become God's people (Ammi),
and obtain mercy (Ruhamah). This would be under the latter day David (the Messiah-Christ).

Scriptures to remember

Hosea 2:15. The valley of Achor as a door of hope.

Hosea 5:10. The princes of Judah have become like those who move a boundary. Job 22:15 Will
you keep to the ancient path.

Hosea 7:8. Ephriam mixes himself with the nations; Ephriam has become a cake not turned.
Hosea 10:12. Break up your fallow ground, For it is time to seek the Lord. Isaiah 55:6-11.

Hosea 12:13. By a prophet the Lord brought Israel from Egypt, And by a prophet he was kept.
Hosea 13:9 Israel you have destroyed yourself.



HOSEA

THE NAME OF THE BOOK

A

The book is named for its author, the prophet Hosea.

B. Hosea means “salvation” or “deliverance” and is from the same root as
Joshua and the Greek form, Jesus.

THE PROPHET HOSEA

A It is generally thought that Hosea was a native of the North, possibly
Samaria, but nothing is said of his early life or his home. His father,
Beeri, is mentioned in 1:1.

B. As Amos stressed the righteousness of God, Hosea stressed the love of
God and his life mirrored his message.

C. Hosea has been called “the weeping prophet” of Israel, just as Jeremiah

was for Judah.

THE DATE OF THE WRITING OF THE BOOK

A

B.

C.

Hosea prophesied during the reign of four kings in Judah: Uzziah, Jotham,
Ahaz, and Hezekiah.

He also prophesied during the reign of Jeroboam II of Israel, as well as
others not mentioned.

His ministry is generally set at ca. 780-726 B.C., which would have been a
rather long period of time for a prophet to prophesy.

THE OCCASION FOR THE WRITING OF THE BOOK

A.
B.

At this time, Israel was prospering outwardly but was decaying inwardly.
Socially, religiously, morally, and politically, Israel was everything God
did not want her to be.

1. The word “whoredom” is used 16 times in the book to describe the
condition of the nation.

2. Israel’s catalogue of sins is given in such passages as 4:6,11; 5:5;
6:4,10; 7:8; 9:9-10; 11:6-8; 13:2.

3. Nine stinging accusations are made by the prophet against Israel:
4:1; 4:4-11; 4:13-15; 5:1-2; 5:3-7; 6:4/10:2; 7:11; 12:8.

4, Vivid figures are used to show the sins of which Israel was guilty:

3:1;4:11; 4:16; 6:9; 7:4;, 7.7, 7.8, 7:11; 7:16; 8:8; 8:9.
Hosea’s efforts were designed to turn Israel back to God, and he is the first
to compare the relationship of God and His people to a marriage
relationship.
Two ideas permeate Hosea’s message:
1. God’s loving faithfulness to Israel, and
2. Israel’s ingratitude and unfaithfulness to God.

A BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE BOOK

A

Hosea and Unfaithful Gomer — Chapters 1-3
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HOSEA - Lesson Two

Introduction:

—

Read 2 Kings 14 -17 asa background to the book of Hosea.

9. Read the book of Hosea.
3. “The book of Hosea stands first among the writings of the ‘Minor Prophets,’” not because

it was thought to be the carliest (for of this there is no proof), but because it is the longest.”
(Cheyne).

a. It has 197 verses.

b. Hosea is the prophet of love in the Old Testament.

Discussion:
. Some vital facts about Hosea.

A. Hosea prophesied to the Northern Kingdom called Israel or Ephraim.

1. “He has the distinction of being the only writing prophet of the Northern Kingdom.”
(Lewis).
2. He prophesied during the darkest period of the kingdom of Israel.

B. Hosea seems to have prophesied in the years following 746 B.C., possibly 745 B.C. to
725 B.C. This was shortly after the time of Amos.

C. Hosea means “‘God is salvation’’ or “Deliverance.” The core and content of his message
is the plea of a “return’” to God, a word that is used 15 times in the book of Hosea.

D. Hosea is a walking example of the lesson he presents. He marries an adulterous woman
and to this union three children are born and each is given a name which is part of the
prophet’s preaching.
1. jezreel. “God scatters’’ which was a threat to the reigning house. Also element of
hope. (Hosea 1:11 :2:22,23)
9. Loruhamah. “Not pitied’’ is a threat that God will not pity and forgive the house of
fsrael. (cf. Hosea 1:6,7)
3. Loammi. ‘“Not my people’’ is the threat of a broken relationship. (Hosea 1:8,9)

Il. God’s revelation of their condition and call to repentance.

A. During the reign of Jereboam 11, Isracl reached a great state of prosperity, they drifted
into an easy, careless life, which led to their destruction.

B. George L. Robinson lists six specific sins fo which they were guilty:

1. Lack of knowledge. Hosea 4:6, 11.

> 2. Pride. &= Dot . 57 5 \

3 Instablilty. 6:4. e e Y
4. Worldliness. 7:8. o

5. Backsliding. 11:7. /

6. ldolatry. 13:2.

C. Hosea lists some serious faults present in Israel.
1. Their religion consisted of outward forms at the expense of inward reality. 6:6.
a. The “multiplication of altars and sacrifices was not pleasing to God as long as
it was not accompanied by the proper attitudes. The religious hypocrisy of Hosea’s

5-
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day was patent to God. ..” (Samuel J. Schultz, The Old Testament Speaks, New

York: Harper & Brothers, 1960, p. 390.)

b. ““It is impossible to express goodness and knowledge apart from obedience to the
commands of God, yet it is possible to obey outward forms and fail to please God

because of the corruptness of the heart.” (Ellis).
c. God desires goodness, mercy and knowledge. (Hosea 6:4-6)

2. They had transgressed or broken covenant with God. (Hosea 6:7). It was wilfully

broken by man.

3. They were guilty of murder. (Hosea 6:8) “Gilead’’ is the name of a déstrict and ‘‘city”’
is used here in the sense that the whole land was full of evildoers. “political and social

corruptness led to murder and bloodshed throughout the land.”
. The priest, the leaders of the people, had become robbers. (6:9)

W B

first seeks help from Assyria and then Egypt, not realizing that God was
(7:11-16)

7. Israel trusted in their great military might to save them instead of trusting in God.

(10:13)

D. “Hosea concludes his book by asking ‘Wh(;;{é"' is wise?” Who is prudent? The answer is
clearly seen. He who walks in the ways of the Lord.” (The Old Testament Books and
Their Message in the Christian Age, “Hosea’’, Chester M. Hill, The Manney Co., 1961,

p. 372)

[11. Some thoughts from Hosea in the New Testament.

A. The expression, ‘‘not my people.” (2:23; 1:10) appears in Romans 9:25, 26 and the
thought is in 1Pet. 2:10. The people who were not his people but were to become his

people were the Gentiles.

B. In Hosea 6:6, we read, “I desire mercy and not sacrifice.” Jesus used this statement to
rebuke “those who found fault because he had mercy on sinners and because his disciples

ate grain on the Sabbath.” (Matt. 12:7)

C. In Hosea 11:1, we read, “‘Out of Egypt have | called my son.”” This refers to the exodus
experience of Israel out of Egypt, but Matthew’s application of the passage “to the
experience of Jesus makes it quite clear that Matthew understands the word ‘fulfill’

to include typical fulfillment.” (Lewis). (Matt. 2:15)
DISCUSSION & THOUGHT QUESTIONS - Give Scripture
1. When did Hosea write?
What are the background scriptures to Hosea?

2. Who was Hosea’s father?

3. Who was Hosea’s wife?

4. Give Hosea’s children’s names and the meaning of each:
a.

b.

. They were guilty of whoredom or “‘spiritual adultery.” (6:10 They had joined with
other nations and forsaken God. They revered the calves of Samaria. (8:5; 10:5f).
6. There was international intrigue. Acting like a silly dove that will be caught lsrael

vechtnk
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

c.

What did Hosea’s wife become after he married her?

(In the same manner Israel had forsaken God and followed other nations.)
Hosea 2:23 is quoted in Romans 9:25 and referred to what people?

Hosea later found his wife sold in the common market and bought her back for how much?

God had a controversy with Israel because he did not find what three things in the land?
a. b. c.

Why did God say his people are destroyed?

What two things did God desire more than sacrifice and burnt offerings?

a. b.

What men had become as a ‘‘troop of robbers?”’

Who did God say would ““come as an eagle against” Israel because they had transgressed his
covenant? (cf.5:13)

God said Israel hath “sown the wind’’ but shall reap the

How do men always reap? (Gal 6:7,8,; 2 Cor.9:6,7)

What did God do for Israel when yet a child?

What did God say his people were bent on doing?

Explain.

Where did God tell Israel her help was to be found?

Name some evil characteristics of Israel. (The evil characteristic is not necessarily named in
the verse, but it may just be described.)

-»

)

a. Hosea 4:6 ignorance e. Hosea9:9 . o ol ety
b. Hosea 5:5 f. Hosea 11:7 T

c. Hosea 7:8 g. Hosea 12:7

d. Hosea 8:1 h. Hosea 13:2

List as many sins as you can from the following verses of which Israel was guilty: (Hosea

4:2,10,11,14;5:2,7; 6:9)



19. Throughout this book God said Israel or Ephraim is like or as several things. See how many
you can find and be ready to explain each.

a. “Israel slideth back’  “asa backsliding heifer” 4:16
b. ‘‘for your goodness is”’
c. ““l found lsrael like”
d. “Ephraim also is like”
e. ““As for Ephraim, their glory shall fly away like”
£ “And Ephraim is as”’
20. Despite Israel’s many sins God still pleaded with them to do what?
TRUE OR FALSE:
1. Israel was guilty of spiritual adultery by joining with other nations.
2. Hosea buying back his wife was a picture of God buying Israel back.
3. |srael had forgotien the law of God.
4. The people were like the priests who were corrupt.
5. God said he would be unto Ephraim as a moth.
6. God described Ephraim asa “cake not turned.”

7. The expression “Ephraim is like 2 silly dove without a heart”’ means without
understanding.

8. Ephraim did not make many altars.
9. The ‘“day of visitation'’ in 9:7 referred to the final judgment day.
10. Despite all that {sracl had done it grieved God to give her up.
VITAL LESSON FOR OUR DAY:
1. Man’s proper relationship with God is to know God - ‘‘no mere intellectual knowledge, but
is rather an intimate relationship that comes by living with and for him and must be persist-

ently pursued.” (Lewis) Hosea 6:3.

9. Disloyalty to God is vividly pictured as “spiritual adultery.” He uses the word “whoredom”’
16 times. How can the same be done today?

3. God’s great love for us is amazing despite our weakness and sins. As God loved lsrael so he
loves his church today. Acts 20:28; Eph. 2:20; 5:23 ff. '

4. This love must be reciprocated - paid back. Serve him and love and serve others.

8-



HOSEA-~STUDIES IN GOD'S LOVE
Charles R. Williams

Introduction:

I. Why study the 0ld Testament { (it 0 S L
1. Not because it is binding on us as a re11g1ous system. ' ) U :
2. God requires it.vJdno. 5:39; Rom. 15:4. =
3. Man needs it.
a. To strengthen faith. Rom, 10:17
b. To aid in understanding the New. 2 Tim. 3:15.
I1. Why devote time to this particular book? K g B
1. Hosea not the longest book--14 chapter, 197 verses anihy 2pt 1Y
2. MNot more important than any other. n i 2
a. Isaiah - with his great Messianic prophes1es 6 :
b. Jeremiah - the weeping prophet with his great heat of compa551on
c. Ezekiel - the great prophet of the exile emphasizing the glory of God
d. DaE1e1 - the great prophet of the sp1r1tua} k1ngdom that was to consume a]]
others Ut s b
. “Not eéven’tonsidéréd as a "major" prophet thie: ' ’
Because he is the prophet of love of the O1d Testament, surpassed only by John 1n
the New Testament. R «_; i
a. Hosea's message of love and the poss1b1]1ty of forgiveness was " neeled ' to ba]ance
the sternness of Amos' emphasis on righteousness. Amos'5 and’ 8.
I11. Let us now turn our attention to a brief study of this great prophet and the message
of this book. This book fa11s 1nto two' d1V1S10nS 1 3; 4- 14 - of

Body:

B w

.("t

I. The story of the prodigal wife (Chapter ] 3)‘%uggests Jesus story of the Prod1ga1
Son, one of the most touching stories in Titerature. _
1. Presents many questions: R
A. Were Hosea and Gomer really married? : it HEH Tosde’
a. Figurative? - Nothing in text ‘to stiggestiit. iy e 61
b. Literal? - Favored by plain reading of" text saon FERSTd Ho
B. Was Hosea asked to do something wrong? b b o T A
a. ¢f.¢ Abrafiam and Isaac b
(1) Objection Abraham didn't really offer Isaac ; P
(2) Answer. Offered h1m 1n h1s heart at beg1nn1ng of Journey--a sub-
stitute.”
b. Was not it poss1b1e for God ahd Hosea to have forg1ven Gomer7
c. Did not God forgive Israél of the whoredoms of her youth 1n Egypt‘P
Ezekiel 16: Ezekiel 23:3-4.
d. "Such were some of you" 1 Cor. 6
e. Love would emand forgiveness.
2. Hosea and Gomer's children
A. "Children of whoredom" - had already borne these when he marr1ed her.
B. Jezreel - prophesy of the destruct1on of Israel.
C. LORUHAMAH (Not pitied)
D. LOAMMI (not my people)
3. Three lessons of each chapter - '
A. First chapter: Israel's condition when se]ected by Jehovah
B. Second chapter: Israel's awful fall. '
C. Third chapter: Israel's ransom price pa1d-—15 p1eces of s11ver and a Homer
.and, a[half of Barley
1. Israel's apostasy from God.’ Ag, _
1. 4-5 The terrible results of Israels fall s
A. Chapter 4: The sins of the people--no Truth, Mercy, Know1edge
B. Chapter 5: The priests and rulers God had h1dden his face--5 15




HIGHITGHTS FROM HOSEA

Tntroduction:

1.
2,

3.
Llo
5.

T. THE MESSENGER--HIS PREPARATION (Chapters 1-3).

1.

2.

"Hosea' means nsalvation's

Time of prophecy from 750=725 B. C. during reign of Jereboam IIl.
(Hos. 1:1; Compare 2 Kings 1h=17 for background. )

The state of the Northern Kingdom. Review history, giving special
attention to the "sin of Jereboam the son of Nebat "

Hosea is the prophet of love, the John of the 0ld Testament. He
was the "home missionary® while Jonah was ‘the nforeigh missionarye
Hosea's Book is the History of the Decline and Fall of the Northern
Kingdom,

~
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.
Commanded to marry aVsacred (2) harlot; which he does marrying
Gomer. : ﬁu;_‘ : s ";

Ghildren born: Jezreel (Cf. 2 Kings 10:1-b.) Loruhamah (not obtained
mercy); Loammi (not my people,) Hosea's wife has played the harlot
again and he doesn't believe the 1ast two children are hise

She either deserts husband .and children or is cast off.

, Hosea finds her in the slave markeb. Not lovely as once she Was, but

nis love has not died., He buys her for thirty shekles of silver--half
in cash, half in bariey, and takes her home.
This used as analcgy of God's relation to Tsrael and her apostacy.

. Hosea "did not merely teach, but incarnated the redeeming love of GodMe-

(J. A, Brewer, Annotated Bible.)

11, THE MESSAGE-~HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CHAPTERS SHOWING THEIR SIN (Chapters 11=23.)

Their apostacy caused by:

1.

24

3.

Le

5.

10.

Tgnorance. (l4:1-6; Cfe V. 9--preachers are ingnorant, V. 11.)

pride. (5:5, Following man's cormand, ve 11, rejected God's king,
priesthood, feastdays, law and in this God himself § Cf. creeds, mamals
etc. Ignorance in the church. What is wrong?)

Tnstability. (6:l, many are 1like this in the church--start out fine,
St end up badly. Cf. 1 Core. 15:58 , etc.)

Worldiness. (7:8, churches and preachers today "mix with denominationalism!
Tn some instances. T1lustration of calling on to pray. Roma16:17-18.)

Transgression. (8:1, especially refers to EX. 19:5. Have we broken our
marrisge vows to God? Jemes Lzl footnote. )

Corrvption. (9:9, cf. the type sin cormitted in heathen worship. Col. 2e)

Divided Affections. (7:2; Cf. 1 Jno. 0:15-17; James L:k etc.)

Packsliding. (11:7; Today, Jno. 6:66-68; 2 Tim, L:10; "bent'--impaled.)
OpBression. (lZ:?-—followed practices of evil Canaanites, unfalr. Todey?)

Abandon, (13:1-2, sin more and more--worse and worse. 2Tim. 2:10-12,)



CONCLUSION:

1, Three things expected of Israel: (1) to Know the Iord, (2) love
the Lord, (3) turn to the Lord.

2. When this properly done God says, "I will heal their backsliding
T will love them freely; for mine anger is turned away from him,"

3, Hosea is one of the grardest books of the Bible, showing the Justice,
righteousness and love of God,

L. Someé thirty direct and indirect quotations from Hosea are found in
the New Testament,
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Lesson Twenty-Two

HOSEA, JOEL, AND AMOS

Introduction:

1.

2.

We have come to the final books of the Old Testament, the Minor

Prophets.

a. Inthe Hebrew Bible, these books are counted as one and given
the collective name ‘“The Twelve.”’ \

b. They are ‘‘minor’’ only in their relative length.

Seven of these prophets delivered their primary messages to

Judah, two (i.e., Amos and Hosea) to Israel, two (i.e., Jonah and

Nahum) to Nineveh, and one (i.e., Obadiah) to Edom.

. The books are not in strict chronological order.

a. As we study them in groups of three, we will treat them in
order of composition so as to fit their messages into a histori-
cal context.

b. How they came to be in their present order is unknown to us.

. The three prophets whose writings concern us in this lesson were

among the earliest of the writing prophets. Cf. p. 84 of these
notes.

Body of the Lesson:
1. Background to Hosea, Joel, and Amos.
A. Joel is nowhere dated in terms of a king’s reign or a historical event
whose date is known to us.

1.

4.

5.

There is good reason to view it as an early work.

a. The enemies of the Jews named in the book (i.e., Philistia,
Edom, Egypt, and Phoenicia) are those of the pre-exilic time.

b. Its early place in the sequence of prophetic books likely indi-
cates that Jewish tradition counted it an ancient document.

. Joel was from Judah and prophesied to his own countrymen. Joel

3:1; cf. 2:15,23,32.

. This book has been called a “‘literary gem’’ because of its fluent

and polished style.

A terrible locust plague and drought gave the occasion for Joel’s
prophecy. Joel 1:2,17-20.

We remember Joel as the Prophet of Pentecost because of
2:28-32. Cf. Acts 2:17-21.

B. Amos was a native of Judah whose principal task was to prophesy to
the Northern Kingdom.

1.

2.

The kings mentioned in Amos 1:1 date his ministry at ca.

760-750 B.C.

His call to a prophetic work is most interesting. Amos 7:14-15.

a. He had no background in the prophetic or priestly line.

b. God called a righteous man from a humble occupation to serve
as a bold preacher of reform.

. The national prosperity of Isracl was at its peak in Amos’ day and

had generated spiritual idleness and national decay. Amos 6:1-6.
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Notes

4. We remember Amos as the Prophet of Social Justice.

. Hosea has the distinction of being the only writing prophet from the

Northern Kingdom.
1. He preached to his own people for half a century or more, ca.
760-710. Hos. 1:1.
2. He characteristically refers to Isracl by the name of its largest
tribe, Ephraim. Hos. 4:17; 5:3,5, etc.
3. Hosea’s ministry is set against the background of a terribly tragic
family life. Hos. 1-3.
a. His wife forsook him and committed adultery with many
lovers.
b. He continued to love her and eventually bought her back out
of slavery.
4. His experiences with Gomer illustrated God’s relationship with
Israel.
5. We remember Hosea as the Prophet of Love.

Il. The Message of Hosea, Joel, and Amos.

A.

Allowing for particular differences in their settings, audiences, and
topics, we may say that the common message of these books is
faithlessness, repentance, and restoration.

. Each prophet called attention to the faithlessness of his hearers be-

fore the holy God of heaven.

1. Joel assumes their sinfulness and warns of the ‘‘day of the Lord”’
coming to Judah. Joel 1:15; 2:1-2.

2. Amos warned of the same sort of day in Israel and cataloged
specific sins leading to it. Amos 5:18-20; cf. 2:6-8.

3. Hosea accused the whole nation of Israel of spiritual adultery.
Hos. 4:1-19.

. Each pleaded for genuine repentance.

1. Write Joel 2:12-13a

2. Write Amos 5:15a

3. Write Hos. 10:12b

. Each holds out the promise of restoration for those who will repent.

1. Joel promised deliverance and prosperity. Joel 2:18-27.

2. Amos looked beyond Israel’s impending destruction to blessings
the Messiah would bring. Amos 9:11-15.

3. Hosea emphasized God’s willingness to forgive his people. Hos.
11-14.

IlI. Major Themes and/or Issues in Hosea, Joel, and Amos.

A.

The day of the Lord.

1. This is an important motif which runs through the prophetical
books. Isa. 2:12f; Ezek. 13:5; Joel 1:15; 2:1,11; Amos 5:18-20:
Zeph. 1:7,14; Zech. 14:1.
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. The expression is part of the biblical doctrine of last things (i.e.,

eschatology) in both testaments.

. In the Old Testament, it is that day when a nation receives its just

due for sin.

a. There was no one specific day on which this would occur for
all nations.

b. Each was judged at a time chosen by God.

. The day of the Lord was not only for Israel and Judah but also

Babylon (Isa. 13:6), Egypt (Jer. 46:10), and other nations (Joel
3:14).

. The ultimate day of the Lord, foreshadowed by all other times of

judgment in history, is the final Judgment before Christ. Cf.
2 Pet. 3:10-12.

. Spiritual adultery.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

One of the most powerful figures of sin in all of Scripture is in
Hosea: infidelity to divine love.

God’s relationship to Old Testament Isracl was frequently sym-
bolized as a husband-wife relationship. Isa. 62:5; Jer. 3:14.
Thus it was appropriate to represent the nation’s sins—especially
idolatry—as adultery. Hos. 4:12-13a.

This fundamental unfaithfulness to their covenant with God lay at
the root of Israel’s other sins. Hos. 4:13b-19.

The New Testament warns us about sinning against God’s love.
Jas. 4:4; cf. Eph. 5:22-33.

. The social conscience of the people of God.

1.

. Write 1 John 4:20b

Amos was a fiery prophet who evaluated people’s religion

through their conduct in society.

a. Note the sins condemned among Israel’s neighbors. Amos
1:1-2:3.

b. The rulers of Israel were denounced as thieves, and their
wives were caricatured unmercifully. Amos 3:9-4:3.

c. Abuse of the poor in the land was denounced severely. Amos
5:10-12.

. The brother of Jesus had similar things to say in New Testament

times. Jas. 5:1-6.

. In recent decades, liberal religious groups have abandoned the

Bible for social activism; over the same period, conservative peo-
ple have often defended the Bible and neglected the poor, op-
pressed, imprisoned, and helpless.

. True religion demands sensitivity to social issues.

a. Abortion should not be abandoned to the Catholic Church as
its social issue.

b. The plight of the elderly must not be left to federal agencies
for solution.

c. Family disintegration is a concern for Christians before it is
the responsibility of psychologists.
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Notes

D. The costliness of repentance.

1. These prophets all stress the urgency and difficulty of genuine
repentance. Cf. Joel 2:13a.
2. Repentance always involves three very hard things.
a. Giving up evil. Acts 19:18-19.
b. Giving in to the Lord’s commands. Acts 2:38.
c¢. Giving way to heaven'’s purpose for your life. Rom. 12:1-2.
3. Thus it is the hardest requirement of salvation.

IV. A Reader’s Guide to Hosea, Joel, and Amos.
A. The Book of Hosea.

This book begins with an account of Gomer’s unfaithfulness to
Hosea (1:1-11). She symbolized Israel’s unfaithfulness, and the
names of her three children by Hosea expressed God’s judgment of
the nation: Jezreel = scattered by God, Loruhamah = not pitied, and
Loammi=not my people. Details of Gomer’s adultery are given
(2:1-13), and her restoration to Hosea is described (2:14-3:5).’

The remainder of the book is a direct application of the Word of
God to Israel. The nation is indicted for its many sins (4:1-7:16) and
told of the punishment which was to come (8:1-10:15). There was
still hope, however, for God’s love for the nation was still real
(11:1-14:9).

. The Book of Joel.

Joel describes the terror of a great locust plague of Judah (1:1-20)
which foreshadowed the day of the Lord for that nation (2:1-11).
Thus he pleaded for repentance (2:12-17) and looked to the blessings
which would follow from it (2:18-27). He closes with God’s promise
to bless mankind through the outpouring of his Spirit (2:28-32). The
great blessings to result from that event are described prophetically
(3:1-21).

. The Book of Amos.

Calling them by their capital cities, Amos announces God’s judg-
ments against Israel’s neighbors (1:1-2:3). He then turns to Judah
(2:4-5) and Israel (2:6-16). Details about Israel’s specific sins and its
impending judgment are related (3:1-6:14).

Amos was then given five visions of the coming judgment of
Israel: the locust plague (7:1-3), the devouring fire (7:4-6), the plumb
line (7:7-9), a basket of summer fruit (8:1-14), and the altar (9:1-10).
In the course of the visions, Amaziah’s opposition to Amos at Bethel
is related (7:10-17). The book closes with a glimpse of the splendor
of the Messiah’s coming kingdom (9:11-15).

Conclusion:

1. Notice how the messages of these prophets grew out of their
personal experiences and reflected their different personalities.

2. God’s ability to use all types of people to his glory is amazing—
and consoling.

READING ASSIGNMENT FOR NEXT LESSON

Maxi Assignment: The Books of Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah
Mini Assignment: The Books of Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah
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OBSERVATIONS FROM HOSEA

The prophet Hosea, the son of Beeri,
was a minister to Israel in the last days
of freedom before the siege of Israel and
Babylonian captivity. He was at work in
Israel during the reign of King Uzziah (767-
739 B.C.) through King Hezekiah (715-
686 B.C.). The name Hosea means “sal-
vation” and should Israel have listened to
Hosea who was carrying the words of the
Lord, they could have been saved. The
book of Hosea parallels the historical
record found in Il Kings 15-16 and I
Chronicles 26-28.

The word of the Lord to Hosea be-
gins with what should be a most beauti-
ful and exciting time of life for a young
man like Hosea. It was time for him to be
married and Solomon the inspired writer
of Proverbs said, “rejoice with the wife of
thy youth” (Prov. 5:18). God intended for
man and woman to come together in the
beauty of marriage and enjoy a special
relationship that would last a lifetime
(Matt. 19:1-9). But Hosea will not enjoy
the special relationship which God had
planned because he has set his eyes on
a “wife of whoredoms” (1:2). Because
his heart is inclined that way God says,
“Go, take unto thee a wife of whoredoms.”
Please note that God tells him to take a
wife of whoredoms, but that could not be
God’s wish for Hosea or any man (Prov.
5). The priests were strictly commanded
not to marry a whore {Lev. 21:7). The Prov-
erb writer said that “by means of a whorish
woman a man is brought to a piece of
bread” (Prov. 6:26). Israel had been
warned many times of the corruption
brought on by whoredom and yet Hosea’s
heart was set on Gomer. A significant
comparison is seen in verse two of chap-
ter one: Hosea represents what was go-
ing on in all the land. So what should
have been a happy time for Hosea and
Israel was a sad, bleak time because of
sin.

When reading the book of Hosea one
can see that God has been cheated on
in His marriage to Israel. Gomer did com-
mit adultery and cheated on Hosea (2:2-
23) just as Israel had done to God.
Hosea is willing to buy her love and af-
fection back (ch.3), but her heart is not
with him. God would give Israel every pre-
cious thing, yet she would not return from
her whoredom with a change of heart.
After being taken captive without a king
and without a prince, Israel will eventu-
ally be prepared to turn her heart back to
the Lord (3:5).

But why and how could such a thing
happen? The key verse of the book tells
us why: “My people are destroyed for
lack of knowledge” (4:6). Israel was not
approved unto God because they left His
Word and a knowledge of His laws. In
Hosea 6:6 God said, “For | desire mercy
and not sacrifice; and knowledge of God
more than burnt offerings.” A ceasing to
retain God in one’s knowledge will lead
to every kind of evil (Rom. 1:28). This is
the exact thing that was found in Rome
in the New Testament and the people
were “without natural affection” (Rom.
1:31). Could it be that we in America
know this same situation? What would
possess a woman to kill her unborn child
in abortion but a heart devoid of God and
a knowledge of His Word? What would
allow men and women to run for public
office in the United States of America and
openly promote homosexuality and ho-
mosexual rights, moreover be elected with
such an unclean, corrupt platform, buta
people whose hearts are devoid of God
and a knowledge of Him? How could it
be a shock to anyone that a president
would blatantly lie when all along he has
promoted positions such as abortion and
homosexuality which are as debased and
unnatural as can be? When anyone or
any hation ceases to retain God in their

By David S. Hill

knowledge and refuses His longsuffering
and grace, destruction is at the door.
Hosea’s record of Israel reveals this
clearly.

Hosea is a sad book. Many today
say, “Be positive! We don'’t like or need
negative preaching and teaching.” Yet
God wrote some of the most negative
books to be found anywhere. Why? Be-
cause Israel needed to know and see
how bad they really were in the sight of
God. God said, “Rejoice not, O Israel,
for joy, as other people: for thou hastgone
a whoring from thy God, thou hast loved
areward upon every cornfloor” (9:1). How
graphic, how negative, but how true it
was. Israel could not see her own emi-
nent destruction because sin and whore-
dom had blinded her eyes. In chapter 14
of the book of Hosea God’s longsuffering
could not be clearer. He painted the sad
picture of Israel's condition throughout the
book but ends with the earnest plea, “O
Israel return unto the Lord thy God.” No-
tice that if they will just turn unto the Lord
and confess their iniquity God will for-
give, forget and bless them. But, sadly
the Father’s faithful plea was not heard.

In closing Hosea brings a couple of
other Bible references to mind. Firstis
the statement by Paul in Il Corinthians
6:14: “Be ye not unequally yoked to-
gether with unbelievers.” Also contained
in that same verse is the question “what
fellowship has light with darkness?” Fi-
nally there is this question: what do mem-
bers of Christ have in common with har-
lotry? (I Cor. 6:15-20). When one stud-
ies the book of Hosea, it's easy to see
thateven though 2,600 years have gone
by man hasn’tchanged. His heart seems
to be set on doing evil and God will let it
happen. The sad thing is that an awful
price has already been paid and is yet to
be paid for unforgiven sin. The Lord will
forgive if we will turn to Him.
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EZEKIEL

When God called Ezekiel to his pro-
phetic office, the Babylonian captivity was
well underway. Along with king Jehoiachin
and others, Ezekiel was a part of the
second deportation of the Southern King-
dom of Israel into Babylon. According to
1:1-2 Ezekiel was called “in the thirtieth
year” (probably meaning that Ezekiel was
thirty years of age) and in the “fifth year
of king Jehoiachin’s captivity.” He saw
“visions of God” (1:1) and was told that
he was being sent to the rebellious, sin-
ful, impudent and stiffhearted children of
Israel and was to say unto them, “Thus
saith the Lord God” (2:3-4).

Ezekiel's message was basically
twofold consisting of both doom and
hope. The captivity of the children of |s-
rael would continue for the divinely ap-
pointed period of time (seventy years as
prophesied by Jeremiah). The book
stresses the fact that this captivity was
the punishment for their sins and that
Jerusalem would be destroyed. Yet it of-
fers hope for the return of a remnant
(14:22) and envisions the unity, peace
and redemption that ultimately would be
enjoyed under “David” as shepherd and
king (34:23-24; 37:24-25). The promise
of a remnant involves the preserving of
the seed line through which the Savior
would come. “David” is a reference to the
Messiah Himself who was to be of the
seed of David (Il Sam. 7:12-13; Isa. 11:1-
5; Acts 2:25-36), the one Shepherd that
God would send to bless all mankind (cf.
John 10:16).

The book of Ezekiel employs figura-
tive and symbolic language, parables and
allegories in order to reveal God’s mes-
sage through the prophet and to the chil-
dren of Israel. It is literally full of lessons
and principles that need to be learned
and applied even today (Rom. 15:4). Al-
though portions of the book are difficult
to understand and require a great deal of
close, careful study, it also contains many
lessons that are readily perceived and
easily grasped. The following few are sub-
mitted for the serious consideration, con-
templation and profit of all who read.

As noted earlier, Ezekiel was told
that when he spoke to the people he was
to say, “Thus saith the Lord God” (2:4;

3:27). This emphasizes the all-important
truth that God’s Word is to be taughtand
preached “as is” without addition, sub-
traction or modification of any sort. While
teaching involves explaining the Scrip-
tures or “giving the sense” thereof (Neh.
8:8), man cannot improve or enhance the
will of God. He should not try to do so
and he is condemned if he does try (Gal.
1:8-9; Rev. 22:18-19). He must speak “as
the oracles of God” (I Pet. 4:11). This
same principle is found in God’s instruc-
tion to the prophet Jonah when he was
told to go to Nineveh and “preach unto it
the preaching that bid thee” (Jonah 3:2).

O how many there are, especially
preachers, who need to give heed to this
lesson today! Yes, this means preach-
ers in denominational churches. But it
also includes many preachers, elders and
members within the churches of Christ.
It includes those who err by preaching
and promoting doctrines contrary to the
gospel of Christ (Il Tim. 4:3-4; Rom.
16:17-18), those who fellowship, support
and endorse false teachers (Il John 9-11;
Eph. 5:11), those who ignore and neglect
portions of truth they consider unpleas-
ant, unpopular or controversial (Acts
20:20, 26-27) and even those who make
little or no effort to live and practice the
truths they acknowledge and preach
(Phil. 1:27; 1 Tim. 4:12).

In preaching the pure word of God,
the faithful proclaimer is not to be afraid
of those who hate and reject the truth.
Rather, truth is to be preached whether
those who are taught are willing to listen
or not (Ezek. 2:6-7; 3:27; Il Tim. 4:1-2).
As long as fidelity to truth is maintained,
there is every reason to be courageous
and no reason to be fearful of men (Josh.
1:5-9; Acts 18:9-10; | Pet. 3:14; Heb.
13:5-6). Fear should only be directed to-
ward the One who can and will destroy
the disobedient eternally (Matt. 10:28; ||
Thess. 1:7-9).

Today many shy away from “speak-
ing the truth in love” (Eph. 4:15) lest, God
forbid, they hurt someone’s feelings or
make someone mad. Granted, it is not
our intention and aim to offend, but the
truth offends those who do not love it with
all their heart. It has always been this
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way and always will be! Our Lord did not
seek to offend anyone, yet when He was
informed that the Pharisees were of-
fended by His teaching (Matt. 15:12) He
did not rush to apologize for the truth.
Rather He said, “Let them alone: they be
blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind
lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch”
(Matt. 15:14). ltis far better to face those
who do not appreciate sound teaching
now, than to face the Lord in judgment
knowing that we failed to follow His com-
mands. “Itis a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God” (Heb. 10:31).

Further, a desire to adhere faithfully
to the revealed will of God should be
coupled with an acute awareness of the
obligation one has to teach and warn oth-
ers. God makes personal responsibility
for sin crystal clear, but He makes it just
as clear that Ezekiel will be held account-
able for warning, admonishing, exhorting
and encouraging the people to turn from
sin and to righteousness. If he fails to
“sound the trumpet” their blood will be
upon his hands (Ezek. 3:17-21; 33:1-9).
Likewise, we should feel compelled to
teach the truth (I Cor. 9:16) and should
realize that we have a debt to pay with
regard to those who are lostand in need
of the saving gospel (Rom. 1:14-16). Like
Paul, we should have a deep passion for
the souls of men (Rom. 9:1-3) and should
earnestly desire, pray for and labor for
their salvation (Rom. 10:1).

Ezekiel served faithfully as priest
during an extremely difficult period in the
history of Israel. Truly he exemplified his
name which means “Jehovah strength-
ens”. What was true then is true now—it
takes strong, stouthearted men and
women of faith to carry out the Lord’s
will; people who are neither afraid nor
ashamed to stand firmly upon, humbly
follow and boldly proclaim God’s precious
Word. If this we will do, we will be blessed
both now and in eternity (Mark 10:30; |
Tim. 4:8). God will be with us and help
us. As David said:

[ will lift up mine eyes unto the

hills, from which cometh my

help. My help cometh from the

Lord, which made heaven and

earth. (Ps. 121:1-2)



JOEL:
“The land mourns” (Joel 1: 10) - Lessons from a locust plague
Brett Rutherford

Introduction

The book of Joel is among the shortest in Scripture, however, there a few books in Bible
that have a higher percentage of their message quoted by other prophetic writers. Of the
seventy-three verses found in Joel's book twenty-seven of them are included in the
message of other prophetic writers. Quotes from Joel appear in the writings of Amos,
Isaiah, Micah, Nahum, Zephaniah, Obadiah, Ezekiel, Malachi, Peter, Luke and Paul. The
fact that Joel is quoted so often by other inspired men is an indication of the significance of
this short book.

Joel’s name means “Yahweh is God.” “Joel” was a very common name throughout Israel’s
ancient history. Apart from his name, the only other fact we know about Joel is the name of
his father. His father was Pethuel. Prophets would often mention the name of their father if
their father was a man who was well known to those of his generation. However, this
Pethuel seems to be of no particular importance to readers for he is mentioned nowhere
else in Scripture. It would seem that the name of Joel’s father is likely given to distinguish
him from the many other Joels running around Judah at the time of the prophet’'s ministry.
From what we can glean from the Joel’s book he does not seem to have been born to any
privilege. He appears to have held no post of distinction. In fact, the prophet seems to
distance himself from the ruling elite and the religious leadership.

Most scholars support the Jewish traditional view that Joel’s prophetic ministry fell under
the reign of Joash (835 to 796 B.C.). The basis for the argument of an earlier date for Joel
is the list of the enemies of Judah given in chapter three. The primary foes of Judah in the
ninth century B.C. are given in this list (the Philistines, Edom, Syria and Egypt etc.) Since
Assyria is not found in the list of those nations troubling Judah it is not likely that the book
of Joel was written after the mid-seventh century BC. Prophesying during the reign of
Joash would make Joel a contemporary of Elisha, and possibly Hosea.

The Purpose of the Book

The purpose of the book of Joel was to encourage the people to see beyond the troubles
brought by warfare and natural calamity to an age of refreshing. The prophet is trying to
draw the people’s attention away from the concerns of this world and refocus their minds
upon the spiritual. To accomplish his purpose Joel divides his discourse into two parts. The
first half of Joel contains the prophet’s plea to the children of Judah to repent before
calamity befell them (1:1- 2:27). The last half of Joel includes an expression of God’s

mercy to the faithful remnant, and a prophecy of the events that would usher in the
Christian Age (2:28-3:21).

Lessons from Joel 1:1-2:27

In the first half of the book of Joei warns the people of Judah that the Lord is planning to
punish them by sending a plague of locusts. Locusts were on the Mosaical list of divine
curses that would be brought upon lIsrael for her disobedience (Deuteronomy 28:42)
Warnings that God would send locusts to punish the Israelites can also be found in I
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Chronicles 7:13 and Amos 5:9. When the devastating power of the locust is taken under
consideration the threat of these destructive creatures should have been a powerful
motivation for the children of Israel to mend their ways.

It is truly amazing how catastrophic a locust plague can be. The largest known swarm of
locusts was observed near the Red Sea in 1889. This swarm covered 1,036 square
kilometres. It was estimated by entomologists that a swarm of this size would have been
comprised of forty billion insects. When one considers that a single locust can eat his own
weight in food every day one begins to gain an appreciation for the kind of devastation
caused by billions of these insects in just a few days. The catastrophic effects of a swarm
are amplified if these insects are carried by a strong wind. A good wind can allow a swarm
of locusts to cover 500 kilometres a day.

Certainly, the threat of a locust plague should have inspired a penitent response from
among the people. However, it is likely that the swarm of locusts that God threatened to
bring upon Judah may have represented something far more ominous. The locusts of Joel
could represent an overwhelming military force. They are described in terms of an army in
verses four through eleven of chapter two.

The fact that the locust plague will come from the north also adds weight to the argument
that this swarm was not literally made up of locusts, but of men. The vast majority of
locusts that have troubled Palestine in ancient and modern times have originated in the
east. It is extremely rare for locusts to descend upon Palestine from the north. However,
invading armies from Mesopotamia most often entered Israel and Judah from the north.
When the Assyrians invaded Israel they first took Syria before sweeping away the northern
kingdom of the Hebrews. When Nebuchadnezzar led the Babylonians into Judah in 606
B.C., 597 B.C. and 586 B.C. he invaded from the north. It is very likely that the threat to

Judah was not an army of mindless insects, but the impenetrable ranks of a determined,
unstoppable Babylonian army.

The first thing one should always consider when a nation is disciplined is the causes for
that discipline. Judah was being punished. In the first place, they were accused of
drinking wine (1:5). The problem of alcohol is a reoccurring theme throughout the books of
prophecy. Alcohol has always been a factor in the spiritual and physical decline of a
people. In the second place, it appears the people were not making the offerings that God
expected from them. The author of Proverbs wrote that “the sacrifice of the wicked is an
abomination to the Lord” (Proverbs 15:8). God desires to be worshipped in “spirit and in
truth” (John 4:23, 24). The Lord desires praise from a pure heart (Proverbs 21:3).

In the first half of Joel’s dissertation the prophet highlights the utter futility of resisting God.

The curse of locust plague was a reminder to men that there is no hope of a positive
outcome when one defies God. If God can use the smallest creature to bring a nation to
the brink of extinction men what can man hope to gain by opposing the will of God (I
Samuel 5:9; Psalm 2:1-12).

Another lesson that can be gleaned from the first section of Joel relates to the proper
response toward natural disaster and warfare. Warfare and natural disaster have plagued
mankind since Adam and Eve were removed from the protective paradise of Eden.
Obviously, no one desires his nation to be brought to its knees through the calamity of war
or disaster, but these ever present dangers can bring about positive change. Natural
disaster and warfare on the scale of that which Joel described can help a nation realign its
priorities. When disaster takes away material possessions all that remains are the
blessings that bestowed upon those who have a spiritually focused life. Disasters can
11



motivate people turn back to God. The need to be receptive to God’s guidance can be
stirred up in the heart of men. God’s purpose for threatening Judah with war and natural
calamity in Joel’s day was to bring his people to a penitent state (Joel 2:12-17). Natural
disasters and warfare remind a nation of the futilty of laying up treasures on earth
(Matthew 6:19,20). These calamities also give us an opportunity to express our generosity
(Proverbs 19:17; Matthew 25:31-40).

The first section of Joel also serves to remind us that the day of the Lord (a day of
judgment) is inevitable. The only way that one can escape the wrath of God is through true
repentance. God would rather bless than punish (2:13, 14; Il Peter 3:1-9). Verses thirteen
and fourteen of Joel chapter two are a great testimony to the character and nature of God.
He is gracious, merciful, and slow to anger. He is motivated by kindness not malevolence.

Lessons from Joel 2:28-3:21

After the plague, Joel speaks of a time of restoration and respite for the people of God
(Joel 2:12-27). The prophet comforts the Hebrews with a message that the restoration of
Judah would be followed by a great age of “deliverance” (2:28-32). This era of salvation
would be ushered in by wonderful events that would occur in Jerusalem (2:32). These
events will include the outpouring of the Spirit upon all flesh, miraculous activity, and
strange astronomical phenomena (2:30-31). Furthermore, Joel states that “whosoever
shall call on the name of the Lord” during this era shall be “delivered” (2:32).

We don’t have to speculate on when this age of deliverance would commence. Peter
informed the audience of Jews on the Day of Pentecost (circa AD 33) that Joel’s “age of
deliverance” had its beginnings on that day (Acts 2:14-21). Peter equated the “age of
refreshing” of which Joel spoke with the Christian Age.

The question then arises, “How were the various elements of Joel’s prophecy fulfilled in
the Christian Age?” First of all, God had promised, through Joel, that the Spirit would be
poured out on “all flesh” (2:28). Does this statement imply that every living thing that had
flesh would benefit from this outpouring of the Spirit? Of course not! All living creatures of
flesh is not what Joel meant by “all flesh.” Joel did not mean that cats, dogs, pigeons,
horses etc. would receive the outpouring of the Spirit when the Christian Age was ushered
in. What then is meant by the statement that “Spirit would be poured out on all flesh?”

In order to understand Joel’'s message one needs to appreciate the fact that the Bible
divides the world into two categories of people (flesh): (1) the Jews (2) the Gentiles or
Greeks(Romans 1:14,16; | Corinthians 1:24; Galatians 3:28; Colossians 3:11) . Therefore,
when the prophet states that “all flesh” will receive an outpouring of the Spirit he meant
that there would be Jews and Gentiles (Greeks) among those who would receive this
outpouring.

For the first ten years of the church’s history the Spirit was only poured out only on the
Jews. The apostles received the baptism of the Holy Spirit and many of the Jewish
Christians received the miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit through the laying of the
apostles’ hands (Acts 8:14-18). Ten years after Peter preached on Pentecost the Roman
Cornelius became the first Gentile convert to Christianity. It was then that the Holy Spirit
was first poured out upon the Gentiles (Acts 10:24-48). The pouring out of the Spirit upon
the household of Cornelius marks was moment at which Joel’s prophecy was perfected.
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Joel also wrote that “whoever shall call upon the name of the Lord” during this age of
refreshing “shall be saved” (Joel 2:32). What does this statement mean? How does one
“call upon the name of the Lord.”First of all, it is important to reflect upon the latter part of
this verse. Salvation would be available to those who live in the age of refreshing (the
Christian Age) of which Joel spoke. It was the shedding of Christ’s blood that made the
remission of sins and salvation possible (Hebrews 10:1-10). It was this event that ushered
in the Christian Age. The fact that salvation would be offered to those who called upon
the name of the Lord is further evidence that the age of refreshing of which Joel spoke
could only have begun after the death of the Christ.

We can conclude that “calling on the name of the Lord” is a reference to the manner by
which man can come into contact with the blood of Christ and receive remission of sins
(i.e. salvation). It is a statement that implies that man must respond to God’s offer of grace
in order to benefit from it. This act of “calling on the name of the Lord” is defined in Acts
22:16. Ananias told Paul that he would be “calling on the name of the Lord” by being
baptized. Ananias also stated that this act of baptism would also coincide with the washing
away of Paul’s sins. To call upon the name of the Lord is achieved through obedience to
the commands of God. More specifically “to call upon the name of the Lord” means to
engage in that act which results in the removal (or remission) of one’s sins. The act that
brings us into contact with the redeeming blood of Christ, and removes our sin, is baptism
(Acts 22:16; Galatians 3:27; | Peter 3:21). Therefore, all who have been baptized for the
remission of sins have “called on the name of the Lord.”If you have not been baptized for

the remission of sins then you have not called upon the name of the Lord and you are not
saved!

The Holy Spirit closes the book of Joel with a reminder that God will punish the righteous
and reward the faithful remnant (3:1-21). God promised Judah that He would bring all the
wicked nations to the Valley of Jehoshaphat and squash them like grapes in the winepress
(8:12-13). The last chapter is a sobering reminder that God is in control of the kingdoms of
men (Daniel 4:32). For example, the Jews of Joel’'s day could not imagine a time when
Egypt would be desolate (3:19). The Hebrews of Joel's day couldn’t conceive of a time
when a superpower like Egypt would be reduced to a weak and insignificant player in the
region. However, that is exactly what happened in less than two hundred years after Joel’s
prophetic career. No individual, no nation (no matter how powerful) can withstand the
might of the Almighty. Our only opportunity to escape God’s wrath is to submit.
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THE MINOR PROPHETS - JOEL %f
Lesson 3

INTRODUCTION:

1. The name Joel means "Jehovah.is God.” It is avery common name in the Bible as_twelve
men bear it. '

2. Joel was a prophet of Judah as the contents of his book show.

3. The exact date of the prophecy of Joel is not known - some place him early amory the
5 . prophets, some latu ()-ff,,wz
4. 1In our study let's observ

DISCUSSION;

I. THE BQOK.

A. The book's close is bright while it begins in gloom.

B. Jack Lewis lists three major sections of the book:

1. "The locust plague and drought call the people to repentance., (1:1-2:27),
2. The Day of the Lord, heralded by the outpouring of the Spirit. (2:28-3:158).
3. The glorious future of Judah and Jerusalem. (3:17-21),

C. "With a God-given responsibility to relate the prophetic message to contemporary
developments” Joel comes “to grips with the problems facing their generation,
concluding with a promise of restoration.”" (0. T. Speaks, p. 393).

II. THE MESSAGES OF THE BOOK OF JOEL. ’
A. The day of the Lord is a very prominent feature as it appears five times.
1. The expression "day of the Lord" appears in Joel 1:15; _2:1, 11, 31; 3:14,
(Mark these in your Bible).
2. The day of the Lord here is not a day of gladness here but comes as destruction
from the Almighty. (1:15)

3. In the third section of the book the day of the Lord comes upon the wicked

nations.

a., Their wickedness is great.(3:13).

b. Thoymgrc_gg_ged because they have scattered God's people. (3:2
s0]

s 30
id slaves to

c. The Phoenlcians : and Philistines are denounced because they
the Greeks. (3:6)
d. Desolation to Egypt and Tdom is promised. £3:15-21).
4, The day of the Lord is a vromiunent feature in the New Testament,
Mt., 25:36ff; 1 Thess. 5:1-5: 2 Peter 3:1-14.
B. "Repentance’ is the cry of the prophet,
1. 1In the face of God's coming destruction the people are urged to turn from their
wicked ways.
He calls upon them to “turn yve even to me with all your heart..." (2:12).
He calls for a rénding of the heart (an inward chapge) rather than an external
show of tearing the garments. (2:13).
4. He admonishes the priests and the ministers to weep and call upon the Lord
"Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not thine heritage to reproach, that the
heathen should rule over them...” (2:17).
5. All this in the hope that God would change his mind and not bring the destruct-
ion upon them. {(2:14).
ITI. THE BOOK OF JOEL IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.
A, Peter appealed to Joel 2:28-32 to explain the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on
Pentecost. (Acts 2:14~20).
B. Paul used the phrase ‘'whoever calls on the na;é\of the Lord shall be saved” (Rom.
10:13; Joel 2:32).
C. There are echoes of it in the book of Revelation,
“1. _The moon turned to blood. (Rev. 6:12; Joel 2:31).
2., Treadino the w1n;prgqs as a symbo1 of 1udpment. (Joel 2:13; Rev. 14:20; 19:15).
3
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THE LLINOR PROPHETS, Lesson 3, Page 2 /

D

TRUE OR FALSE

41, (” _ Joel prophesied to Israzl,

There had been many plagues of locusts like Joel described. /52
p [

-
S <R
o i )
3. z Joel pleaded with the people to repent that God's wrath might be turned Z¢/A

4. Joel uses the expression ‘‘day of the Lord” five times. YNZ 3}/’/; 3!
3.7 7/ 2
5« _ E Joel's description of the locusts is not literal, but figurative.

6. ‘_'Z The locusts are referred to as the army of the Loxd. ;7_.,’ (]
Yica 7. The selling of boys and girls is mentioned in the book. 7' >
8. 7/ The people are told to make their farming tools into weapons of war,d | (&

9. 7 God is pictured as sitting in judgment over the heathen in the valley of
Jehoshophat. 3, /52

19. / All of us go through the valley of decision.
DISCUSSION AND THOUGHT QUESTIOLISS
1. Who was Joel’s father? . ’
2. The events Joel described were to be so terrible that how many generations were to be
14
told? % /. 2

3. Name the four different kinds of insects and worms used to bring about the destructlon.

4, What/we){e the drupkards told to do? M QMW %W @}’7/

)
5. Vhy would the p{'lésts lament and mourn? _%z?y M% / 7 7

€. Why would the farmer he ashamed and howl? My M é&j /ljié-
Y, i) 2

7. 1In view of the coming destruction name at least ten things the people were told to do.
(1:14; 2:12,13,15; 16)

de Fasf b. M@MM

- -eef, ! £. DI rtgpspny
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THE MINOR PROPHETS, Lesson 3, Page 3

//

48 a result of the day of the Lord and destruction from the Almighty, name eight
things that would hapven.

a. The meat is cut off bafore our eyes. 1l:16a.

5. %%—QMM @,,,f",%, %ﬁm/z’/z
o ﬁﬂﬂjwm%

In describing the advance of the locusts in destruction God uses several descriptive
terms. List them.

a. Their appearance is like that of horses,

b. They run as (1)

“7&2;?@»\-%)
) Lotns dode trigll sreps =2 7
¢. Their moise is as three things:
) oo o @ _ Prea
0 _Moogle 2V on dnllle ezimp 275
d. They climb like _Prems /0, 4rm2 R 7
e. They march Wmé;v/ Ao % A7
£. They enter the city 1Lw gz Chesd b‘L 7
6. They are so thick and so many that four startling things occur:
Q) __LaeZh M (2) %Wj:%jé
(3) Mﬂld/le ) @) S > p1oF Pheganey PO
ke ety i sptrisealll o G RS Weny o6 Aeaaeion I8 2. Fkw il
How is ome to turn to the Lord? ZzZZ» M/ﬁ»w AL 12

What is the meaning of "rend your heart, and not your garments?”




THE MINOR PROPHETS, Lesson 3, Page 4 F3

12. How does Joel 2:15-27 show that calling upon God can have tremendous effects?

,M{%Q//LM X [5-/7

13. Where in the Few Testament is Joel 2:28-32 quoted? /222 A, — 2/
What did the Hew Testament speaker explain to be its fulfillment? 2@/ CM
77 ZLe 704'4 M or> W
14. Unure did God say he would bring all nations W&ﬁ M
He would do this because they had done what things? (3:2-6) a. M@/,,é«/
/ééwﬁﬁe’ b, M/%A/A&@ML c. M
/Zn/ Rkt o Lotd o MAM |

E&Z;Z@y_éga/@ £, /W,éd Lol Gt

15. In what valley did Joel say the day of the Lord had come? Zg;;gzgizpeil4nz1¢b£auyﬂ_
v

Wzme at Jeast five great characteristics of God named in this book. a. E?Z;z¢;¢4~,aa)

b. W %w-ﬁ;% a. She )
s, KM»MW

VITAL LESSONS FCOR QUR DAY :

et
h
°

1. The longsuffering of God is vividly protrayed as He calls upon them to repent again and
again,

2, The goodness of God, as he presupposes repentance on the part of the peonle, manifests
itself.

3. There is the valley of decision in all our live



The Book of JOEL

Introduction

A. The Prophet Joel was not one to waste words (as evidenced by his brief book of 73

. . verses) while seeking to pinpoint crucial issues. He was a courageous prophet always
‘ready to preach whatever truth God determined necessary.

1. In these three chapters Joel emphasizes that divine judgement comes upon sin and
sinners whoever they are. He undenscores the desire of Jehovah for spiritual rel-
igiqn and not just mere external forms of observance, But most of all - Joel is
known as the "Prophet of Pentecost” as he prophecxes that great and notable day of
the Lord full of Messianic sxgnlflcance and promise,"

2. Practically nothing is known of the personal history of Joel the man* His name
meant "Jehovah is God," his father was named Pethue] (1:1), and he probably preached

in Jerusalem around 835 B.C. Other than that we know nothing,

B. The Book In Summary:¥Jgel has been sent from God to call the covenant people to repen-
tance and holiness. God desires a sanctified people through whom He may fulfill His
covenant promises to Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3) of redemption for the world through the
Christ (Galatians 3:16). : '

1. The book begins in gloom, but closes full of bright and brilliant hope; for out of

the terror of the locusts plague comes the anticipation of a future great and
glorlous under the Messiah.

BODY
I. OVERVIEW
"The Dly ol the Lond! o————————

The Lerd's ALARM, ch.1-2:11
A. The Plea for repentance - based upen Judsement

ol AL
II. The Lord's APPEAL, ch.2:12-17

A. The Plen fer repentance-basedupon Sincerity
IITI. The Lerd's ASSURANCE, ch.2:18-3:21

OR A. The Purpese for repentance - based upon Blessing
i 1. Immediate pAysical blessing, 2:18-27
PLAGUE 2. Future sgpinitual blessing, 2:28-32

PLEA a. God's victory over His enemies, 3:1-15
PROSPERITY b. God's presence with His people, 3:16-21

A. The headline in Joel's day screamed forth the news:

Locusts Plague Strips Countryside Bare; WORST DISASTER IN DECADES!

But God uses the occasion to teach the prophet and the people an important lesson

about the future.

1. Though the land had been laid desolate by the 1nvad1ng locust army, its condi-
tion would pale by comparison with the devastation to be inflicted during anoth-
er "day of the Lond" -- a day when Jehovah would use a real army to destroy
His people.

a. There was only one responce: REPENT and RETURN!

B. There is much debate ovér whether or not this is a literal locust invasion. I be-

lieve it is. Such is based upon:

a. The graphic and detailed description of the locusts and the destruction brought
by them.

b. In 2:4-7 Joel says that the invaders are l¢ke horsemen, and sound like chariots,

. and scale the walls .ike soldiers. i

c. Finally, compare 2:11 with 2:25. "My great awny” of verse 25 is the army of

- literal locusts that God uses as thé executors of divine judgement upon His
people. I

(143) |
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ITI. INSIGHT

A. The Lord's ALARM: A Plea For Repentance Based Upon Judgement, ch.1-2:11.

1. There had never been anything like this before. Usually when some natural dis-—
aster strikes there is someone who can remember a worse one - "This isn'z neardy
as bad as the bLizzand of '44!" ...but not this time, vs 2-3. Here is un-
exampled, unparalled devastation. |
a. Verse 4 is descriptive of total destruction as thelocusts appear in waves

upon the land. They are mighty and without number(vs.6).

They are a host of which there is no end. Each of them is
a hawmless creatune which you can catch in yourn hand, but
appalling in their power of codlective devastation.

James Boyce, Impressions of South ‘Africa

b. "Jt's teeth are the Zeeth of a lion, and it has the fangs of a Lioness,”
(vs.6b). |

Thein teeth, though tiny, are the weapons of this awny.
In proportion o their very small bodies, thein jaws are
even atrongen than a lions.

National Geographic, December, 1915

c. "Jt has made my vine a waste...” (vs.7) |

Once entering a vineyard, the sprawling vines would in the
shontest time be nothing but bark...When the daintiern mon-
sels werne gone, the bark was eaten off the young topmost
branches, which, after exposed to the sun, bleached snow
white.

National GIographic, December’ 1915

2. The picture is one of complete devastation. As a result the land and the people
mourn (vs.8-9). The description ofL§he locust invasion is now followed by a
.call to repentance and fasting before the Lord (vs.13-14).

a. See verse 15. This awful calamlty had come upon the people as a warn1ng
of ''the day of Jehovah' which would still come - a day of invading armies,
not insects - unless some splrltual changes were made.

b. The remainder of the chapter describes the effect of the locust plague:

1) drought, and 2) fire. |

3. "Blow the taumpet. . " "Sound the alawm!" (2:1). What a lesson for preachers
today. We are in desparate need of real hard, clear preaching. that comes from

a heart:whose only motive is a love for the Lord and a love for the lost. Joel

was a champion of what a preacher should be. And, he, like Isaiah, sounded

forth the alarm and held nothing back (Isaiah 58:1). There was no softening

of God's message in the voice of Joel. There was no hint of compromise in

his words - "Sound the alarm!" Didn't Paul say something to this effect in

2 Timothy 4:1-5? B i

a. The sounding of the trumpet in Israel signified one of fQun,things : 1) call-
ing the people for assembly, 2) starting them on their journey, 3) sounding

an alarm of attack, 4) calling the congregation to a holngggyocatlon at

‘the beglnnlng of a festival (Numbers 10:1-10). Here the trumpet is used

to seund the alarm of coming attack. '

1) Unless genuine repentance occurs the ''day of the Lord" would come with
results far worse than insect nuisance. Here follows more descriptions
of the locust plague:

b. See verse 2.. As for Joel's likening of the locusts to "dawn spread over

the mountains,” G.A. Smith says:

” No one who has seen a cloud of locusts can question the nealism
ol this pictune; the heavy gloom of the immeasurable mass of
them, shoz by gleams of Light where a few of. the sun's imprisoned
beams have broken through the stoam of wings. This i4 Like dawn

(144)




beaten down upon the hilltops, and crushed by rolling masses
of cloud, in conspiracy to prodong the night.

c. And verse 3 - "4 Line consumes belone them, and behind them a flame buing...'
The name "locust" literally means the "burners of the land.” Before them

- - there would be a garden like Eden - minutes later nothing but a desolate

wilderness!

gz ané d. Verse 4-10 continue the chilling portrayal of Jehovah's insect army.

i e - ( w. e They have no 'king' non leader, yet they
EIONE b~ " e ;:;?,?;5 . /4/.‘ . ,ﬂa,l,te/z'not, but press on in serrnied aanka,
"“?3:{:'*“;{” r*¢.'f;‘,, B ’ urged in the same dwecaar_z by an inresis-
ol b Py ‘;:;..;7\2\.#}401"&1;&% ' : tible impulse, and turn nelther to the
R RO | 2okt nor Lo the Left fon any soat of ob-
. 5 F,\?}bys(";i‘?‘g ,ﬁ,; 2 ?i,:_?-b Rk stacle. When a wall of a howde lies in the
T A R R e L R I D way, they climb straight ing oven th
R T SR R T e :“7:’,} ay, they 2 up, going oven the
i J-.;'.'g':,,ﬁ?zﬂ." o BN R ek 36 noof to the othen side, _and blindly nwsh in
oo BRSO \4,‘}: : ¥ 0% at the open doorns and windows. When they
S8 “-‘oﬁfx&f -34'13:-7“: come o waten, they never attempt to go
el S :‘},‘15“,:}-5?‘5:’ around. it, but unhesitatingly leap in and
S SRRy are drowned, and thein dead bodies, £loat-

R S T i salonia TP -3
Mh?"aw 7 IR N o M N

ing the sunface, form a bridge fon thein
companiond to pass over. They continue to
march on... ‘

Diastrous as they wene in the country, equally \\ . p
obnoxious they became about the homes, crawling Vo {8
up the walls and squeezing in thaough cracks . \‘\\\ \ -
ol closed doons on windows, entering the veay - ‘\‘:é?’ L nEsu e
dwelling nooms. Women frantically swept the ‘j;'.;.isjt a2 1&/ i
~ walls and avofs of thein homes, but #o no aveil\ Y AAREE o o
They even fell into one's shint codlar from ™~ 4?"4,“" A P\ s A W
the walls above. Imagine the feeling with a | . WFS S ¢] -"'_“it‘f* .
. . o i ) - Tali K o ian-,
dogen on 40 creatunes oven an inch dong, with N3\ Ry-o8E i ; AN e
sawlike legs and rough bodies, making a aace SR\
counse of youn back. There was no opening “3\:,'}‘ L
one's mouth, for some would get in. Yet all '
this was nothing; for when we wene *o eaf,
they gave w4 no nespite; and when we went to -
cut a pilece of meat, we cut a locuwdt with L&, :
and when a man opened his mouth to put in a - AR Ul :
mondel, he was sure to chew one of them zoo! - ord U TRy , \\[ |
PPN g bt o il e O TG o i Y S

1) It is no wonder that when Moses announced a coming locust plague that
Pharaoh's counsellors said in desperation, "Knowest thou not zthat
Egupt L4 destroyed!”

4. Verse 11 concludes this section. If God's people thought this was awesome,
wait until they see what Jehovah can do with a real army against them. If
they felt- Jehovah's wrath with bugs - wait till they see it expressed with
swords !

B. The Lord's APPEAL: A Plan For Repentence Based Upon Sincerity, 2:12-17. Here is

Jehovah's eleventh hour appeal unto the people, vs.12-13.

1. "Rend your heart and not yourn gamwments...” How often has this been the pro-

" phetic appeal? We saw it in our last study (Hosea 6:6) and we will see it

again. God desires more than words. God desires more than action. GOD WANTS
THE HEART! Ile wants His people to be loyally and totally committed to Hiscause
(Deut.6:5~6; Matt.22:36-37).
a. Read Psalm 51:10,16-17 when you get a chance. Also lcbrews 10:22.

God wants repentance based upon sincerity. And lte knows...
(145)
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III.

2. Versc 17 scems to indicate apain that unless the people repent al the presence
of the locust judgements, there would follow a more serious invasion by heathen
natlons anq rule by them over the people of God. Hence, God's APPEAL.

T —

[+ e Lord's ASSURANCE} The Purpose For Repentance Based Upon Blessing, 2:18-3:21,

We see-that repentance occurs the Lord assures His people of two things:
1;_,Immgdla$g_phy51gal blessings, 2:18-27, and
2. Futu ssings, 2:28-32.

a. As t the dr1v1n&ﬂut_2flhilncu§is and the outg ring of the abur;dance of

“the Spirit- brlna forth a 4p¢a¢iuaé.harvesr~
b. In that day Jehovah would pour out His Spirit, thus bringing deliverance for
all who would call upon the name of the Lord (verse 28,32). We know that
c ﬂ/ ‘ﬁh}s has _a §g,n1tual _application to Pentecost due to Peter's-quotation of
75 % v 7 Joel's prophecy in Acts 2. ,
1) Also here is the divine-definition to '"calling upon the name of the
Tord." Acts 2:21 informs us thatifwe call upon the name of the
Lord we can be saved. What does this exactly mean? Verse 37-38.
Call;ng_upon_%he~namawe£mthewLepd~isusynonomousmwithmdning_what“the
Lord said to do. See also Saul of Tarsus in Acts 22:16.
3. Chapter “three concludes with God's continual victory over His enemies (vs.l1-2a)
and His assurance of protection for His people (vs.16-21).

"Fon the Lond dwells in Zion."

THREE THINGS

A. "The Day of the Load" This phrase is frequently alluded to in our day and yet it
is often misunderstood. The popular conception is that the statement always refers
to the second coming of our Lord. Suchiis far from the case. In fact, NOT ONE_
QLD TESTAMENT-PROPHET EVER USED THAT EXPRESSION TO SIGNIFY THE SECOND. COMING-OF
JESUS_CHRIST! The work of the 0l1d Testament prophet was in regard to His Zingt
coming (not His second), and in regard to judgement upon the Jewish Mosaical system
(not judgement at the end of time). It|isn't until the New Testament that "the
day of the Lond" signifies the second cqmlgg
1. Here in the prophets "the day of the Load" would be a day in which God would

WM&;M(H the destruction of the ungodly,
or (2) the salvation of His people. | Either way it would be a day-of-the-Lord.
a. Because the expression is used five times in his short book, Joel isknown

as the prophet of "the day « oﬂ the Lord” (1:15; 2:1,11,31; 3:14).

J&€= 2. Joel sees a "day of the Load" in regard to physical Israel. This day of the

"Lord would be a day of judgement upon Judah, 2:1. Throughout the 01d Testament
the Hebrews had a false notion about "the day of the Load” They felt that
since they were Jehovah's choice people that "the day of the Load" naturally
signified something favorable. Such was not always the case (Amos 5:18).
a. As a result Joel makes the appeal in 2:12-13. The day-of-the-Lord could
be avoided if the people would repent and return. If so, "the day of zhe
Load" would be a day of blessing instead, 2:18-19.

&€z 3.  Joel sees a "day of the Load"” in regard to spiritual Israel - a future day of

judgement upon the wicked (2:30-32) and blessing upon the rightous (2:28-29).
a. Verse 30-32: Judgement upon the wicked. 'Notice that this is exactly the
same language used by Jesus in Matthew 24:29-30. His second coming? NO,
%L{;& for in verse 34 Jeigswﬁaldmihatmihesg_;h;ggs_wouldmggggn,;nvthg_genenatuML
,hQﬁMRQQplgw o whom He spoke. . This is His coming in judgement upon Jerusalem.

How do we know for sure? Go back to .Matt.23:37-39; 24:1-2.

1) See also 24:15-21; Luke 21:20 - Who surrounded Jerusalem? ROME!

2) In 70 A.D. Titus and the Roman army marched against Jerusalem and, for
all practical purposes, destroyed 0ld Testament Judaism. It was the
worst slaughter in the history of the world with over 1,100,000 killed
(Matt.24:21). Tt would be a day of judgement upon the Jewish Mosaiocal

system and a day of vindication for New Testament Christianity.
(146)
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b. Verse 28-29: Blessing upon the rightous. Before, "the day of the Lord"
spoke ol physical blessings (2:19), bul now SPIRLTUAL. In Lhis day Lhe
Spirit of God would be poured out, thus offering the gift of salvation to
all mankind.
1) See Acls 2:16,21,38
4. Whatever the specific occasion (a day of judgement for the wicked or blessin
for the rightous), or the sense (physical or spiritual) -"zthe day of the Lord”
was exactly that. It would be-a day which pointed to the sovereignly andglory
of Jehovah.

"In the Last Days..."” (2:28) Much ado is made over the "last days.” Does this
expression refer to (1) the Christian dispensation, or (2) the final days before
the so-called raplure, or (3) to the end of the Jewish economy? I believe the
latter to be correct.

1. 1In Acts 2 Peter said that Joel prophecied about what would happen in the "last
days."” Generally, people who labor with "unfulfilled'" 0ld Testament prophecy
try to make the last days apply to some future date right before the end of
the world.

a. towever, by divine decree, Peter said, "this i4 that which was Apoken by
the pnophet Joel” meaning that the activities of Peter's day (Pentecost)
were the beginning of the fulfillment of Joel's prophecy.

b. So when we find a "this {is that” spoken by an inspired apostle defining a
prophecy, we must conclude - THIS IS THAT! .

2. Therefore, the terms - "last days” or "latter days" and the "time of the end" -
in the 0ld Testament prophets always meant the end of the Jewish economy which
culminated in the Roman destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. At that _time God
proved that He was finished with His work with Israel. The Israeli Commonwealth
.bullt upon _ the Mosaical covenant would be no more!

The Establishment of the Kingdom (the Church) Would Be A Two-Step Process. 1In Acts

2 Peter by inspiration marked the beginning of these '"last days" and the end of the
"last days' with the two-step Joel prophecy. First, the beginning would be the
pouring out of the Spirit on Pentecost (vs.17-18). Second, the end would comewith
blood, fire and smoke. These terms are used in Matt.24:29-30 concerning the coming
of the Son of Man in judgement upon Jerusalem.

33 A.D. , TOA.D.
Acts 2:17-18 Acts 2:19-21
— Outpouring 2t the | Blood, tire, and smoke, the -1
Spuil : outpouring of judgment
PENTECOST DESTRUCTION of
JERUSALEM

1. The point Peter is making here is that the establishment of the kingdom or church

is a two-step process. (1) Step one is the dayugiwpentecost when the Spiritis

poured out offering salvations (2) Step two is the end of the Jew1sh economy

in the deétructlon of Jerusalem. Also notice Matt.16: 27-28; Luke 9:26-27; and

Mark 8-9:1. .

a. The Jewish leaders who opposed the church and tried to make it a new patch
on the old Jewish garment would be judged for their final act of disobed-
ience in crucifying the son of God. While salvation was open to all, and
while Christ was ruling on the throne following Pentecost, one more acthad
to be completed, and that was judgement on Jerusalem and the vindication
of His cause. Luke 21:31 shows that when armies surround Jerusalem, it will
signify that the kingdom is near.

2. Thus, at the death of Jesus on the cross God was finished with the Jews as Ilis

special nation. And...in 70 A.D. lle proved it! Judaism was supressed and
Christianity vindicated! (147 )



Conclusion

1. All of this out of the little book of Joel! We miss a lot when we ignore these last
little twelve books.

2. May we forever remember the "lesson from the docusts” and continually turn to the Lord
with a sincere heart and a humble mind:

"ot even noy' declares the Load, "Return to Me with
all your heart, and with fasting, weeping and mourn-
ing; And nend youn heart and noi yourn gamments.”
Now netuan to the Load yourn God, For He is graclows
and compassionate, Slow to angen, abounding in Lov-
ingkindness, And nelenting of evil.

Joel 2:12-13

(148)



AMOS:

“Let justice run down like waters” (Amos 5: 24) - Lessons from rich
oppressors

Allan Fowell

The Minor Prophets are a study into the way that God worked with Judah, Israel and other
nations. They show that God is ruler of this universe and that He has dominion over all
nations, tribes and people’s. Those whom he used to work through were the prophets.
Men chosen by God to, “forth tell.” They were the ones taken, often out of ordinary
circumstances, to prophecy in extraordinary times. Their prophesying was primarily not
interested in the future, although there was a future predictive element present; but for the
foremost part they were concerned with the times in which they prophesied. Their sermons
dealt with the present as well as with the future. Through the prophet's God says, “This is
what you did, this is what will happen but there is hope.”

It is my assertion that God gave them a message for their time and place in history. That
message was colored with Doom and gloom yet contained within a message of future
hope and restoration. Some would have a problem with this; | concur with Hampton
Keathley who states, with reference to their messages:

“Modern scholars often claim that these positive messages are later additions by
some scribe. They say that it doesn’t make sense that some guy would come along
and pronounce judgment and then turn right around and promise deliverance. But
that is because they don’t believe the Bible as the inspired word of God, which
contains the promises of God. The prophets would usually give a message of doom
and gloom and then tell the people about the light at the end of the tunnel to give
them hope.”

| want to first, attempt to give a glimpse into the Prophet Amos; date, time, authorship, and
historical background and purpose then look at a brief of Chapter 5:24 along with
applications for us today in 2011.

Amos

Amos was not a prophet by profession (7:14). Bible says Amos was the farmer-turned-
prophet, or the “unprophet prophet."The name “Amos” is from a Hebrew word that means
“to carry up or lift up a burden.” Amos means “burden-bearer.” His burden was to
proclaim Israel’s sin to her.

We know little of Amos. No other Amos’ exist in the Bible. The following is all that is
known of the farmer turned prophet.He is from Tekoa (probably the Tekoa of Judah, south
of Jerusalem & Bethlehem). Some want to say that he is from a Tekoa of Israel.
Shepherds of a particular kind of sheep (nakads), highly prized for their wool, are found in
Tekoa of Judah. He was a dresser of sycamore trees. Amos would probably look rugged,
reminding us of John the Baptist. He has been called by some the ‘Great Reformer’,
calling Israel to repentance.
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Date

The book of Amos is one of the earliest writings of the writing prophets. Amos, the author,
declares that he prophesied concerning Israel two years before the earthquake, in fact the
“earthquake” was so cataclysmic that Josephus mentions it in Antiquities (Book 9, chapter
10; cf. Il Chronicles 26:18-21). The “earthquake” is even mentioned in (Zechariah 14:5)It
was at the time when Uzziah was king of Judah and Jeroboam I, son of Joash, was king
of Israel. It is not known, however, when that earthquake occurred. Since Amos said
Uzziah was king of Judah and Jeroboam Il was king of Israel, we can arrive at a rather
specific time for Amos’ prophecies. Uzziah reigned from 783 to 742 B.C., and Jeroboam I
ruled from 786 to 746 B.C. That means that sometime between 786 and 742 B.C. Amos
received these revelations and delivered them to the nation of Israel. The date that seems
right is around 765 BC.

The Times

Amos writes during a period of national optimism (business is booming, boundaries are

bulging).Under the surface are greed, injustice, and the trivializing of religion,hypoctrisy has
run to the core.

Let’s dig a little deeper on this. Israel has reached what was probably its height in terms of
economic prosperity. Israel enjoyed peace, and international prestige. International peace
allowed Israel to gain wealth via international trade. However, excessive wealth led to the
creation of a leisured upper class who increasingly adopted a decadent lifestyle. Other
forms of unfaithfulness to the covenant were rampant as well, including immorality (2:7)
and idolatry (8:14). It was the exploitation of the poor and defenceless by the rich and
powerful that God patrticularly exposed through Amos’ oracles and constitutes a frequent
theme in the book. Religion was enthusiastically practiced (2:8) but by a people whose
fidelity to the covenant was a sham. The nation was characterized by religious hypoctisy.

Purpose/Message of Amos

God calls Amos, even though he lacks an education or a priestly background. Amos'
mission is directed to his neighbor to the north, Israel. His messages of impending doom
and captivity for the nation because of her sins are largely unpopular and unheeded
however, in fact not since the days of Solomon have times been so good in Israel.( Amos
2:4), "This is what the LORD says: ‘For three sins of Judah, even for four, | will not turn
back [my wrath]. Because they have rejected the law of the LORD and have not kept his
decrees, because they have been led astray by false gods, the gods their ancestors
followed." (Amos 3:7), "Surely the Sovereign LORD does nothing without revealing His
plan to His servants the prophets." (Amos 9:14), "I will bring back my exiled people Israel;
they will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them. They will plant vineyards and drink
their wine; they will make gardens and eat their fruit." 5:24 “But let justice roll down
like waters and righteousness like an ever flowing stream.” This is what God wants,
justice. He talked about “justice in the gate” v.15.

When we consider the message we are awed by the righteousness of God as compared
against the unrighteousness of His chosen people. We really could sum up the message
of the book in one word, “doom.” Things were so bad that as a result God was fed up with
how things were with his people.

15



Amos 5:24

Amos 5:24, as | see it, epitomises Amos’ whole message. This passage is a distinctive
plea, an expressive exhortation to the people of Israel, in particular those rich and upper-
class oppressors, to act justly and righteously instead of corruptly and immorally. In talking
to the Northern kingdom God uses some very strong language on how he felt about the
way they treated him in worship. Words like Hate, despise, | do not savour, | will not
accept, take away from me the noise of your songs. This, of course is not the only time
that God has used such strong language of condemnation of religious practice, (Is 1:14),
also note the first few chapters of Malachi. [| am also reminded of the Pharisees in
Matthew 5:20 and chapter 23].

In Amos 5: 21-24 God in actual fact was repelled by their show of religion where there
should have been righteousness and justice. Why? Because there was no heart in their
religion, there was no heart in their worship of the almighty God, in fact they really never
served God even in the wilderness thus they would be taken beyond Damascus (Assyria)
(Amos 5:25-27).

In this great prophetic book it is noted that God is the God of the entire world. He is not just
referred to as the God of Israel. We also note that as the chosen nation they needed to be
aware that privilege implies responsibility. Failure to recognize and accept responsibility
brings punishment. All are obligated to live up to their own knowledge. Ease and idleness
leads, as in Israel’s case; to open sin. Sin will not go unpunished. Insincere will-worship
brings punishment thus the reason that the prophet states in (4:12), “Prepare to meet thy
God.”

People have not changed. The message “you are living in sin” still causes severe
problems for preachers and teachers. God rules and is in active control of the world. When
wethave no will to obey God our worship to Him is vain. God is patient in warning man, but
He does not speak and warn endlessly there comes a time when judgement comes.

Lasting Lessons

1- God will judge all nations;

2- There is responsibility that goes alongside being God’s children.

3- You cannot hide from God.

4- Worship that is insincere and hypocritical will not cut it with God.

5- God is a God of judgement and righteousness and mercy but sin will not go
unpunished.

Some further applications:

* “Establish justice at the Gate.” [5:15]. A modern application of this could be that
as Christians we are to adhere to both the moral and social teachings of scripture.
Amos was the prophet of ‘Social Justice.” The powerful (rich or politicians) are to
stop trampling on the less powerful, poor, and naive by denying them social
justice.

* Sometimes it is the fear of a “social Gospel” that has immobilised Christians in
areas of social concern; while liberalism has neglected the teachings on personal
ethics. Amos condemns both of these things.

* [ 5:24] “But let justice roll down like waters; and righteousness like an
everlasting stream.” This kind of justice can only find its meaning in the
character of God. It is justice tempered with compassion and mercy. For us we see
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this in the character of Christ. In [Exodus 22:26-27] we see such. “If you take your
neighbours cloak as a pledge, you are to return it to him before the sun sets, for
that is his only covering; it is his cloak for his body. What else shall he sleep in?
And it shall come about that when he cries out to Me, | will hear him, for | am
gracious.” In the New Testament [Luke 4:18-19] Christ came to preach the Gospel
to the poor etc. Amos views justice as fairness, cheating and extortion must stop.
Justice as viewed by God will show compassion. The application for today is we
are not to be like this but also we must not cheat and compromise the word of
God, justice and mercy demand that we speak only truth.

* Generosity probably sums up the message of Amos in a word. This is not a
naive generosity, however, but a generous spirit that cares enough to get to the
facts of the problems and work towards a scriptural solution of them. It is a spirit
that finds out who the poor really are and what they need [church benevolence].
But like Christ, it is a spirit that preaches the Gospel to the poor in the spiritual
sense the “truth in love.”

Let me close with a statement of truth from Jesus:

No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him; and | will raise
him up at the last day. It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by
God.’ Therefore everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to Me.

(John 6:44-45)
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The Book of AMOS

Introduction
( Seven hundred and fifty years before Christ and approximately twenty eight years before
the Assyrian invasion of Israel (722 B.C.), an obscure shepherd-farmer steps out for a

brief moment upon the stage of history and, without a hint of hesitation, declares the

counsel of Jehovah to the ten-tribed northern nation.

1. Distinguished by a peculiar forcefulness and rural freshness, Amos is unique among
the prophets. His language, while not refined, was unmistakenly clear. He was a
simple man on a simple mission with a simple message:

!
"Prepane o meet yourn God, 0 Jsnael!l" (4:12)
|

B. Chapter 1:1 immediately informs us as to the time-period of Amos' work - "in the days of
Uzziah king of Judah, and in the days of JeroGoam (I1I) son of Joash, king of Jsnael.”
This places the prophecy of Amos at 760-750 B.C., thus, making him a contemporary with
Hosea who also preached to the northern nation (see time line, pg.111).

1. The social, moral, and religious conditions of the day could easily be described by
the three words: luxury, immorality, and complacency. This was a period of great
peace and prosperity during which it seemed that the rich became richer and the poor
became poorer. Some lived in opulence and luxury, but often at the expense of the

oor and desitute. See 6:4ff; 5:11-12,
Immorality abounded. See Amos survey the moral state of the people and shockingly
conclude - "They do not know how to do what is night!" (3:10). Nor was the po-
litical situation much better as evidenced by 5:10.

b. And, as far as the religious atmosphere of the day - the people were careful to
offer their sacrifices and perform all their religious functions, but it had be-
come mere formalism and religious ritual which was totally devoid of meaning
(5:21-23).

Externally, the Northern Kingdom was marked by flourishing
business, solid economy, and a stable government. But in-
ternally — where only God could see - the diagnosis of the
nation's condition was grim. Idolatry, injustice, greed,
hypocrisy, oppression and arrogance indicted a growing ma-
Wd/ lignancy of desp-seated sin. It was into this sortof cor-
A 90'" rupt climate that Amos was thrust. Yet, there is no doubt
that he was more than equal to the task as he dons thepro-
phets mantle and cries out, 'Woe to those who are at ease
in Zion, and to those who feel secure in the mountain of
Samaria" (6:1).

BO DY ’l Gath-hepher e -
I. THE FARM-BOY PREACHER WDor  oMegidda »
. " aanach®  tbiean .
A. Amos was not cut out of the normal prophetic mold. e ¢ Q2
In 1:1 he is described as being one of the "sheep- ' Sy o
herders from Tekoa.' Tekoa was a little Judean e S ¢

mountain town, barely a wide spot in the road,

about twelve miles south of Jerusalem. It was

here that Amos received his divine call described

in 7:14-15.

1. Thus, God selected a southern farmer from the
rural regions of Judah to go to the wealthy,
sophisticated northern city of Bethel as a
‘messenger of truth and rightousness. Amos
may not have had impeccable manners, his fash-
ion of dress may not have been flawless, he X5
wasn't well trained in the social orders of .mgyl;i"
etiquette, and his accent of speech may well -
have been colored by his country upbringing,

(749)




II.

THE
A.

but it is unquestioned that he was faithful to the call and courageous as he
faced the challenge.

2. Yet, try and imagine the impression that his appearance and preaching would make

in the big city. There was an unconventional bluntness about him which must have

been extremely annoying to the college-trained professional prophets who were

polished orators. Diplomacy and ambiguity just were not a part of Amos' style.

a. And don't you know he caused quite a ruckus when he had the audacity to add-
ress the refined upper-class social ladies of Israel as a bunch of fat "eowasl
(4:1).

3. Thus, the message Amos was sent to proclaim was not a popular one, nor was he a
popular messenger. Not only was he an outsider, but he was an outsider who was
utterly unsympathetic to their pampered life styles. As a result, he laid it on
the line in no uncertain terms and in a way they weren't used to hearing.

« a. It is little wonder that Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, informed Amos that
he was an unwelcome guest in Israel and that his uncouth preaching would be
better suited for the hills of Judah than for the royal places of Bethel.
See 7:12-13.

It is interesting to note who it is that God usually choses to be His spokesmen and
to carry His message. True, He has chosen kings and princes (Like Sodomon), the
rich and famous (like Job), and the powerful and mighty (like Abraham). But for
every Solomon there has been a Simon, for every Job there has been a John, and for
every Abraham there has been Amos. -
1. Yes, fawners and Lisheaman, by far, have been the one's commissioned to carry
Jehovah's message. And why? To serve as a constant reminder that the success
of God's gospel is dependent upon His power and not our own. v
2. When you feel as if you are not worthy enough or not learned enough to teach
someone else the gospel - read 1 Cor. 1:26-27 and then ask yourself this question:
An J doing all J can to spread the good news about Jesus Chnist? Find someone
this week and talk to them about spiritual things.
a. God used farmers like Amos and fishermen like Peter and He can use YOU if you
will let Him.

LIVING LESSONS OF AMOS

Although Amos preached some 2,700 years ago, he addressed a society to which we are

no strangers. He confronted people who had a love affair with "things," who oppressed
the poor, who scorned strong preaching, whose worship was ritualistic and whose rel-
igion was on the road to apostasy. One would not need to search very far to find
these same characteristics in evidence today. Amos' prophecy, therefore, has a
particular pertinency for our time.

ZX> 1. The problem of duxuny and ease. They had their winter chalet's and their summer

cottages. They enjoyed their dwellings of ivory and their great houses (3:15).
Extravagance, elegance, and self-gratification were the order of the day. These
were people at ease and secure in their material prosperity (6:1), all the while
carrying on an affaire-de-vour with the "things" of this life.

a. If you want a quick barometer of your relationship with God, look at your
attitude toward things. Do you possess them, or do they possess you? Do
you find yourself content with what you have or covetous of what others have?
Do you love people and use things or do you‘love things and use people? Mis—
placed affections will always bring trouble! See 1 John 2:15-17.

b. And how did they get to be so prosperous? See 2:6; 8:4-6. They were con-
stantly searching for new get-rich-quick-schemes which would provide greater
luxurious living - usually at the expense of others!

2X> 2. ‘The problem of sound preaching. Here were people who didn't want to hear what

God wanted to tell them (7:12-13). They were not the first nor would they be the

last to display such an attitude (Micah 2:6; Hosea 4:6; Isalah 30:10; Jer. 5:31).

a. The challenge faced by Amos and other 0ld Testament prophets was not unlike
the challenge faced by preachers today who must constantly remind themselves
of Paul's charge in 2 Timothy 4:1-4 to, "Preach the wond in season and ouk

of season...” B
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III. OUTLINE

The problem of wornihless wonship. Read §:21-23. Though the people's actions

were coznect, their attitudes were corwpt. The problem, then, was not a lack

of activity, but a lack of sincerity (5:24). Israel was guilty of immorality,

oppression, selfishness, greed, idolatry, and utter impenitence, yet the people

mmever missed a service.'" The problem? Their religious services were offered to
please them and not God! See 4:4-5.i

a. Here were people who did not relate religion to morality, or faith to practice
or doctrine to life. They would go to services on the Sabbath and then go
out all week long and rob the poor, afflict the needy, and ignore Jehovah.

As a result, He quickly tired of their sacrifices when there was no change
in their lives and no sincerity in their service.

b. See Titus 2:1,10

The problem of indifference. Read #4-6. The allusion is to the shameful treat-

ment of Joseph by his brethren in Genesis 37. After casting him into a pit, it

is said, "dnd they sat down Zo eat bread.” Total unconcern. Such was typical

of the ruling class of Israel. They were selfish, self-centered, and apathetic

toward the needs of others. Because of this they would reap the full measure of

God's wrath. .

a. Is there a lesson here for us? You bet! We need to see that INDIFFERENCE
IS A GREATER ENEMY OF TRUTH THAN OPPOSITON. The devil dosen't have to oppose
those who do nothing. Indifference also leads to other sins - worldliness,
compromise, liberalism, etc. Jesus censured such an attitude in the church
at Laodicea (Rev.3:15-16) and He will censure it here as well!

The problem of aeligiows apostasy. God had warned these people repeatedly, yet,

they refused to listen. Read 4:6-11 and count how many times the phrase - "Yet

you have not netuwned to Me"” - occurs.

a. Today, we must understand that it takes only one generation of non-distinc-
tive preaching for the church to backslide into apostasy. Therefore it is
imperative that the call continue to be sounded - "J£ any man speak, let him
speak as it were the oracles of God!”

Prepare To Meet Your God

I. PUNISHMENT PROMISED, ch.l-2
A. Eight Burdens ‘
1. "Fon three tagnAgaeAALonA...and Lon Lour.”
II. PENITEMNCE PRCMOTED, ch.3-6
A. Three Sermons and One Woe
1. "Hean this wond...”
IIT. PROPHECIES PRESENTED, ch.7-3

A. Five Visions - Judgement:
1. Locusts - avented
2. Fire - nestrained
3. Plumbline = determined
4. Summer fruit - unminent
5. God beside the alter = executed

-

IV. A CLOSER LOOK -

A. Punishment Promised, ch.1-2. Here in these first two chapters are eight burdens (or

messages) of coming judgement upon eight Palestinian nations and the reason for each:

Covenant
ations

Syria (represented by Damascus) - Loz cuwelty in war, 1:3-5
Philistia (represented by Gaza) - Zoa enslaving captives, 1:6-
Phoenicia (represented by Tyre) - for viodating a covenant, 1:
Edom - Zoa pursuing his brothen without mewcy, 1:11-12

Ammon — Loa severne and denseless cawelty, 1:13-15

Moab - infusmane vengeance, 2:1-3

{?ﬂdah - foa nejecting the law of God, 2:4-3

3
9-10

Isracl ~ for injusiice, unrighitousness, and apoatasy, 2:6-16
1is5t)



1. Notice that in cach denunciation, the Lord begins by saying, "foa three trans-
gressions. ..and fon four.” Add them up and you have seven (the complete number) -
the prophet's way of signifying a full and complete multiplying @f sin, thereby
deserving the fulness of God's wrath.

2. Nation by nation, God carefully recounts the transgressions which have accumulated,
showing that each nation is ripe for judgement. God doesn't overlook sin!

a. Amos forcefully delivers Jehovah's stern warning, "7 will send a fize...”
(1:4),7,10,12,14; 2:2,5).

Penitence Promoted, ch.3-6. Amos now moves from the general to the specific in his

description of Israel's injustice and God's indictment. Here are three short sermons
easily identified by the beginning phrase, "Woan this wond..." (3:1; 4:1; 5:1).

Each sermon states Jehovah's case against the people followed by His concluding
"Therefore...” (3:11; 4:12; 5:16).

1. TIncluded in this section is the Lord's three-fold appeal for repentance - "Seek

Me that you may Live" (5:4,6,14).

Yet, notice in 3:2 the principle underlying the Divine judgement. This is one of
the key messages in the book. Judgement is determined according to privilege.
Increased privilege means increased responsibility. Israel had been supremely
favored, and therefore was supremely responsible. They had abused their privilege.
They would pay the price. ;

Prophecies Presented, ch.7-9. Included here are five visions:

1. The locwit-mwarnm, 7:1-3. Judgement is averted.

2. The devouring fize, 7:4-6. Judgement is zesirained.

3. The plumbline, 7:7-9. Here Amos does not interceed for judgement is detewnined.
The nation had not measured up. :

4. The basket of summen fawit, 8:1-14. This is fruit that is overly ripe and is in
jeopardy of perishing. The point? Judgement is imminent.

5. fJehovah beside the alter, 9:1-4. Here is the awesome vision of Jehovah Himself
"standing besidc the alter' - that is, the false alter at Bethel. No symbol 1is
used here as in the four previous scenes. This is the Lord Himself. Divine
discipline has come. Judgement is executed.

Finally, in the midst of judgement God remembers mercy. He would save a remnant
(verse 8). From that remnant He would raise up the kingly rule of David again over
all nations and endow them with blessings unlimited. I This entite section of 9:11-15

{E‘%S;Eiggig_ggg_hgi_ggggifulfilled under Jesus Christ. James quotes this prophec
A ACEs 15:14-18 as évidence that Gentiles were to be included in God's chUrch.

Conclusion

1.

Amos has been called — "God's angay man.” He made his stand and was unmoved in a city
where he was an unwelcome visitor and unwanted herald. One cannot help but admire this
faithful, courageous farm-boy-prophet who sought to warn the people of impending doom.

Israel would have done well to listen to this country preacher for in less than a
generation the nation fell to Assyria and was carried away into captivity.

And may we say just one more thing? The lessons of Amos did not die with Israel. We,
too, would do well to read and hear and heed.

-
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Amos Notes
750 years before Christ and 28 years before the Assyrian invasion in 722 B.C...

1:1 — In the days of Uzziah, king of Judah and Jeroboam, king of Israel —
760-750 B.C.

The conditions when Amos came on the scene.

a. Immorality — 3:10
b. Politics were rotten — 5:10
C. Religion was outward — not inward — 5:21-23; Isaiah 1:11-15.

The new Amos.

a. Southern farmer — describe him.

b. Preaching was rather blunt — called social ladies of Israel a bunch of fat
“cows” (4:1).

C. He was asked to leave — 7:12-13.

Amos preached some 2,700 years ago but we have the same type of society.

a. People had a love affair with “things” — 3:15; 6-1.

(D If you want a quick barometer of your relationship with God, look
at your attitude toward things. Do you possess them, or do they Z
possess y___? Do you love thlngs and use people?z- ﬁ&u o

ALA2 b

2) How did they get so rich — 2: 6 8:4- 6

b. They had a problem with sound preaching.

(D They did not want to hear what God had to tell them — 7:12-13.

2) There has always been those with such an attitude — Hosea 4:6;
Micah 2:6; Isaiah 30:10; Jeremiah 5:31.

3) Preachers today need to be reminded — II Timothy 4:1-4; I Peter
4:11.
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c. They had a problem with worthless worship.

(M

2)

€)

(4)

©)

5:21-23

Their problem was a lack of sincerity — 5:24.

They were guilty of immorality, oppression, selfishness,
greed, idolatry, utter impenitence, yet the people “never

missed a service.”

Their religious services were offered to please them and not
God — 4:4-5.

They did not relate religion to faith to practice.

d. The problem of indifference — 6:4-6.

(1) This is an illusion to Joseph’s brothers shameful treatment
of him — Genesis 37:24-25. Cast him into a pit “and they
sat down to eat bread.

2) Jesus condemns such — Revelation 3:14-17

(3) “Indifference is a greater enemy of truth than opposition.”

e. The problem of religio#fs apostasy.

(1) God warned them repeatedly, yet they refused to listen.

(2) “Yet have ye not returned unto me ... 5 times in 4:6-13.

3) It just takes one generation O%J — distinctive preaching
for the church to backslide into apostasy. cf. Joshua 24:31;
Judges 2:7-12.

6. General Outline.
a. Punishment Promised — chapters 1-2.

(D Syria (Damascus) — 1:3-5.

(2)  Phidists (Gaza) - 1:6-8.

3) Phoenicia (Tyre) — 1:9-10.

4 Edom —1:11-12.

el



(5) Amnon - 1:13-15.
(6) Moab -2:1-3.
(7)  Judah-—2:4-5.
(8)  Israel —2:6-16.
b. Penitence Promoted — chapters 3-6.
C. Prophecies Presented — chapters 7-9 — Five Visions.
(1)  The locust swarm — 7:1-3 — Judgment is averted.
2 The devouring fire. 7:4-6 — Judgment is restrained.
3) The plumb line. 7:7-9 — Judgment is determined.

(4)  The basket of summer fruit. 8:1-14 — Judgment is
imminent.

(5)  Jehovah beside the alter. 9:1-4 — Judgment is executed.
Messianic — 9:11-15.
a. Fulfilled under Jesus Christ.

3
b. James quotes this prophecy in Acts 15:{4—18 as evidence the
Gentiles were to be included in the Lord’s church.
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THE {INGR FROPHETS ~ AMOS /3

Lesson 4
IHTRODUCTIOM: .
1. "Amos was a herdsman of an ugly type of sheep with fine wool called a noked. te lived

in the village of Tekoa, which is twelve miles south of Jerusalem and six miles south
of Bethlehem. Tekoa is a desclate region in the summer, too dry for the cultivation
of grain, 2700 feet above sea level, which looks off into the abyss of the Dead Sea,
eighteen miles away. Certain seasons out of the year Amos misrated either into the
coastal plain or to the Jordan valley to tend sycamore trees which in Palestine pro-
duce a sort of fruit that must be pierced to ripen. e went through no other special
training to prepare him for his task of being a prophet.
"Amos dates his activity as being during the reions of Uzziah (called Azariah in 2 Kings
15:1ff), king of Judah (783-742 B.C.), and Jeroboanm 1I, king of israel (736-746 BuiGz)
two years before the earthquake, except that it must have been of considerable magnitude,
for four hundred years later people were still referring to it. (Zech. 14:5); and
Josephus (Antiquities 9.10.4) informs us--we know not how reliably--that it took place
in connection with Uzailah's trespass reported in 2 Chromicles 26:18-21.
"Amos prophesied in Bethel (7:10) and was denoupced by Amaziah  the priest, and for-
bidden to preach further in Israel. Amos’® reply was, ‘I was not a prophet and I was
not a son of a prophet, but God called wme to prophesy to Israel.’ Iebrew does not
express the verb 'to be'under certain circumstances, which leaves the translator
with the problem of supplying a verb. It would seem that the past tense may be
supplied here, for Amos must describe the activity in which he is engaging as proph-
esied (7:15), which makes it difficult to conceirve of his saying, 'L am no prophets.’
Amos thinke of prophets as being raised up by the Lord (2:11) who reveals his secrets
to his prophets (3:7,8). Whether Amos prophesied elsevhere other than Bethel as some
have argued is uncertain. J. Uorgenstern argued that there was only one speech on
one occasion. The prophet does not enlighten us concerning what happened to him after
his encounter with Amaziah." (The inor Prophets, Jack Lewis, p. 16,17).

2. The book of Amos reads like today's newpaper because the conditions are so similar.

DISCUSSION:
I. THE PROPHET AilOS.
A. In Amos 1:1-2:1-3, he denounces the sins of the neighboring nations of Israel.

1. By doing this he attracted th2 attention of the nation of Israel becuase
they agreed with him.

2. ‘Had Amos concluded his message here he might have been most popular, but
such was not the case,” (0, T, Speaks, p. 383)

B. Amos next denounces the sins of the children of Israel.

1. If other wicked nations deserved punishment how much more Israel who were
God's covenant people.

2. "Does judgment come by chance? By a series of rhetorical questions, in which
the answer is obviously 'no,’ Amos expressed the climactic truth that evil or
punishment does not come to a city without Cod's knowing about it. God re~
veals it to the prophets. And when God speaks to a prophet, who can help but
prophesy? Consequently Amos had no alternative. God had spoken to him. He
was under divine compulsion to speak God's word."

3. The prevalent sins in Israel in a general way were: lInjustice, avarice,
oppression, immorality, profanity, blasphemy, sacrilege,

a, "They sold the righteous for silver, and the poor for a pair of shoes;"
(2:6,7); they oppressed the poor (5:7,11); bribes were accepted (5:12);
they traded with dishonest scales and measures (8:5,6).

b. The father and son had relations with the same maiden (2:7).

¢. They shut the mouths of the prophets which denounced them. (2:12; 5:10).

d. "A general materialism has settled upon them and holds all in its grip.
Women, whose insatiable desire for finery drives their husbands to
oppression, stretched out on their counces of ivory, call each to her
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husband, 'Mix us another drink' (4:1). The people have their summer houses
and winter houses (3:15) and their beds of ivory (6:4). At ease in Zion,
the people eat the finest food, anoint themselves with fine oil, and in-
vent instruments of music like David for their entertainment, but do not
concern themselves with the approaching ruin of their country. (ch. 6)."
(The Ilinor Prophets, p. 1%9).

Famine, drought, blight, pestilence, battle, and earthquake had brought no re-

pentance in their lives (4:7~-11) so now God must use sterner measures.

G
1
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D Ig
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By 733 Tigliath Pileser overran and deported the northern and eastern portions
of Israel (2 Kings 15:29).
In 722, Samaria was besieged by Shalmaneser V and fell.

\ five visions, God's plan for Israel with impending doom is scen:

YThe locusts (7:1-3). Locusts in Palestine were uncontrollable and considered
fan act of God.' Amos saw in them the threat of God's punishment and by
pleading caused the Lord tc relent. The great fire devouring the land
(7:4-6). Again the prophet pleads and the Lord relents. The plumb line (7:
.7-9). The Lord anncunces judgment against His people that involves the doom
Lhe house of Jeroboam. Amos does not plead further. The basket of summer
fruit (8:1,2). Prophots frequently convey their message by puns not intended
to be humorous. From the gimilarity of summer (qayits) and end (gets) the
Lord teach¢s Amos that the end is at hand. 'The end has come upon my people
Israel.’ (8:2)., Amos sees the Lord standing by the altar and giving the

command to smite the capitals and let none escape (9:1). (The Minor Prophets
Lewis, p. 17).

II. AMOS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.

A. Stephen appeals to Amos@5:25-27, TACTS T} — Y7
B, James (Acts 15) uses (Amos 9: 11 ,12) to justify the Gentile mission.

TRUE OR FALSE:

QUESTIONS

s hii M:ia bR

Amos was the son of a prophet. ’7,/54

Amos prophesied two years before the earthquake, A7/

Amos told about God's destruction upon seven nations besides Israel.

Tyrus was punished because they remembered not the brotherly covenantglc'j?
Israel sold the poor for a pair of shoes. £L'(77

Israel was glad the propheis prophesied unto then.

Israel was recognized by God above all the families of the earth. F/ A&
God revealed His secret unto His prophets. 3.7

Israel stored up violence and robbery. 3 /,/4)

God said He would destroy the Israelites summer and winter houses. ;3f/'5
The kine of Bashan referred to the women of Bashan. Z%v?/

Israel offered sacrifices to idols because they liked it. 4£-¢'£:

Because sure destruction was coming Israel was told to prepare to meet thy =

God., ) %/’ii

Pl
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15,

17,

L

“Seck ye me, and ye shall live” said the Lord. 5. 44
. . 772
F Judgment and righteousness abounded in Israel. 5, 7
9
7 Israel abhorred them that spoke uprightly. 51 /4

é God told them to desire the day of the Lord for it would be a day of
light. 5 “/ g

God hzated the very things he had commanded Israel to do. 5 2 7/
Isracl rejciced in God and not in their own strength,
T __ hwmos was told to leave the land and quit prophesying. 7 /;l_
T God showed Amos a basket of summer fruit. 5,/
E Israel wanted the Sabbath day to continue. &' 5
7 The sabbath would end the day the sun went down at noon. ?)7,' ?
7 God threatened a famine in the land. 7.'//

/C The tabernacle of David would never be rebuilt. 7 '//

THOUGHT AND DISCUESSION QUESTIOHS:

1.

Name the two things Amos did for a living. a. (;oé—kpéhowv b. /%v%lmz—p
7 7 7 e )
During the days of what two kings did he prophesy? __W

2Z L
Hame the eight nations against which God's destruction was threatened. a. 9&‘

b. /%ﬂa/ Es {W d. %J

/
Z%dzz/_____ ,Z‘étz//’ M h. /M‘a/
Namg at least twelve different sins of which Israel was guilty as named in this book.
/}n.u ?,‘{a
%_L_Q&M 8 _Méz/ob h. AAK[ZQ’@
M&_& Z_éev%zi M
What strong group of people had God destroyed that he used as example to show Israel
Name at least nine different things God had done to Israel to get them to repent, but
still they had not repented.

716 »7 At 5,
M ,ﬁ«f-rv b. W c. Mﬂi@éﬂ d. Mlé{?_‘
& ; (o
what he could do to them? M 1:2-4 p
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12,

b. D Il A 1
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d. M L TR %Lfﬁ

Because God's judgment was sure to come, what was Israel told to do?

What ought Christians be doing daily? ‘__&%,‘Mﬂ . %%M—r——; —
S 7
a7, Z ot g2

why? did Israel desire the day of the Lord? 9/&7, MZ’ /4»;»“,4!4,0

Would it be a day as thcy expected? P L [elT

Why did God hate thc things Israel was doing that he had commanded them to do?

tiow is it possible for us to be doing what God says do and yet God hate it?

Ytz

<&

Nanme six things Israel was doing that showed the prosperity and case of the day.

/2 Lo de b. % co  iemee

v

d. M% e. %4%!— Lo tit f-M‘ M:)
/’W
How many times did God change his mind about what he would do to Israel when Amos
f""" r
pleaded? ¥ Lz oo 7. 7}7 4
Who was the priest of Bethel? m‘g‘:& What did he tell Jereboam
=7

about mos? ___Llwye slze.d —ZiM =/ A T

What did he ask Amos to do? S\ He s 2/ Lo CALEL

Did Amos volunteer to be a prophet and warn Israel of her sins or did God call him?

o~
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4

What was the meaning of the basket of summer fruit? jg;;Zzzzégi£7%"14#kz¢992&dV

-

[
What kind of famine was God going to send into the land?

£24?ﬁ4904’ Aﬁ&72/£;? As a result of this famine what
would people do? ‘22/251&442;9/ cé%ﬂggc»zg“

God's judgment was so surc that he said “though” Israel do what five things, they
could not escape.

a. @M sZe _Helf

b. CAit- o Aecres ;

c. 7«’4‘44 m W i

d. (t o Ve dert 7 2~ v il

Would God utterly destroy Israel or would there be some left? S /Z;%f‘

hat part would be destroyed? %M =
m Mfﬁm the apostle James in Acts 15:13-172

"72;/// MW 1/4/,4&& Mﬂw e Lhetrp

Hlame as many things as you can fren the foliowiﬂg verses that are said about God.

{4512,03;: 5:8,9% 9u5.5) ﬂ ,y M ¢ e
L snihrnai? w,&"" = ool 5.7

What was the most practical lesson you learned from Amos for our day?
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The Book of AMOS

Introduction

brief moment upon the stage of history and, without a hint of hesitation, declares the

counsel of Jehovah to the ten-tribed northern .nation.

1. Distinguished by a peculiar forcefulness and rural freshness, Amos is unique among
the prophets. His language, while not reﬂlned was unmistakenly clear. He was a
simple man on a simple mission with a simple mesdage: -

he Assyrlan 1nva51on of nggg1“(722 B.C.), an obscure shepherd-farmer steps out for a

"Prepare to meet youn §od,i0 Jsnaell” (4:12)
Chapter 1:1 immediately informs us as to the time-period of Amos' work - "in the days of

Uzziah king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam (II) ) son _of Joash, kRing of Janael.”

This places the prophecy of Amos at 760-750 B.C., thus, making him a contemporary with

Hosea who also preached to the northern nation (see time line, pg.111).

1. _The social, moral, and religious conditions of the day could easily be described by
the three words: luxury, immorality, and complacency. This was a period of great
peace and prosperity during which it seemed that the rich became richer and the poor
became poorer. Some lived in opulence and luxury, but often at the expense of the

oor and desitute. See 6:4ff; 5:11-12.

Immorality abounded. See Amos survey the moral state of the people and shockingly
conclude - "They do not know how %o do what is night!" (3:10). Nor was the po-

litical situation much better as gyldﬁn__d_h¥_§¢_Q
b. And, as far as the rellglous atmosphere of the day - the people were careful to
offer their sacrifices and perform all their religious functions, but it had be-

come mere formalism and religious ritual which was. totally_devold_of meaning
(5:21-23).

_Externally, the Northern Kingdom was marked by flourishing
business, solid economy, and a stable govermment. But in-
ternally - where only God could see - the dlagnosm of the
nation's condition was grim. Idolatry, injustice, greed,

hypocrisy, oppression and arrogance indicted a growing ma-

rupt climate that Amos was thrust. Yet, there is no doubt

Awd/ 60’ o lignancy of desp-seated sin. It was into this sortof cor-
1

BODY
I.

that he was more than equal to the task as he dons the pro-
phets mantle and cries out, '"Woe to those who are at ease
in Zion, and to those who feel secure in the mountain of
Samaria' (6:1).

‘! Gath-hephere

THE FARM-BOY PREACHER oDor  oMegidds

: - ™
Ibleam "
A. Amos was not cut out of the normal pro phet;c mold. el T2
“In 171 he is described as being one of the "sheep- ' Saasay,

headea&wzzzﬁ/VQkoa "  Tekoa was a little Judean

mountain town, barely a wide spot in the road,

about twelve miles south of Jerusalem. It was
here that Amos received his divine call described -

in 7:14-15.

1. Thus, God selected a southern farmer from the
rural regions of Judah to go to the wealthy,
sophisticated northern city of Bethel as a
‘messenger of truth and rightousness. Amos
may not have had impeccable manners, his fash-
ion of dress may not have been flawless, he kS
wasn't well trained in the social orders of o fadesh- )é;'/
etiquette, and his accent of speech may well -#
have been colored by his country upbringing,

(149)




II.

A

B. It
to

but it is unquestioned that he was faithful to the call and courageous as he
faced the challenge.

Yet, try and imagine the impression that his appearance and preaching would make
in the big city. There was an unconventional bluntness about him which must have
been extremely annoying to the college-trained professional prophets who were
polished orators. DRiplomacy and ambiguity just were not a part of Amos' style.

a. And don't you know he caused quite a ruckus when he had the audacity to add-
ress the refined upper-class social ladies of Israel as a bunch of fat "cows’"
_(4:1).

Thus, the message Amos was sent to proclaim was not a popular one, nor was he a
_popular messenger. Not only was he an outsider, but he was an outsider who was
“utterly unsympathetic to their pampered life styles. As a result, he laid it on
the line in no uncertain terms and in a way they weren't used to hearing.

a. It is little wonder that Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, informed Amos that

he was an unwelcome guest in Israel and that his uncouth preaching would be
better suited for the hills of Judah than for the royal places of Bethel.

LM

is interesting to note who it is that God usually choses to be His spokesmen and
carry His message. True, He has chosen kings and princes (Like Soldomon), the

rich and famous (like Job), and the powerful and mighty (like Abraham). But for
every Solomon there has been a Simon, for every Job there has been a John, and for
every Abraham there has been Amos.

1.

,XestﬂégggeaA and Lisherman, by far, have been the one's commissioned to carry

Jehovah's message. And why? To serve as a constant reminder that the success

of God's gospel is dependent upon His power and not our own. ,

When you feel as if you are not worthy enough or not learned enough to teach

someone else the gospel - read 1 Cor. 1:26-27 and then ask yourself this question:

An J doing all J can to spread the good news about Jesuws Chiist? Find someone

this week and talk to them about spiritual things.

a. God used farmers like Amos and fishermen like Peter and He can use YOU if you
will let Him.

THE LIVING LESSONS OF AMOS

A. Although Amos preacbg@w§gmgmgljog@ygg£§_ggo,"hgwgddressed a society to which we are

-no

~_the poor, who scorned strong p

strangers. He confronted people who_had a love affair with "things," who oppressed
reaching, whose worship was ritualistic and whose rel-

igion W§§\A99;;EE§;ggggwggnggggjg§y. One would not need to search very far to find
these same characteristics in evidence today. Amos' prophecy, therefore, has a
particular pertinency for our time.

S Le

J ) B

hZ@E_Bﬁﬁéé@l_gé,égﬁgﬂg_gadmeaAe. They had their winter chalet's and their summer

cottages. They enjoyed their dwellings of ivory and their great houses (3:18)

Extravagance, elegance, and self-gratification were the order of the day. These

were people at ease and secure in their material prosperity (6:1), all the while

carrying on an affaire-de-vour with the "things" of this life.

a. JIf you want a qui barometer of your relationship with God, look at your
attitude toward things. Do you possess them, or do they possess—you? DO
you find yourself content with what you have or covetous of what others have?
Do you love people and use things-or-do-you-love things—and-use-people? Mis—
‘placed affections will always bring troublel See 1 John 2:15-17.

b. And how did they get to be so_prosperous? See-2:6; 8:4-6. They were con-
stantly searching for new get-rich-quick-schemes which would provide greater
luxurious living - usually at the ‘expense of others!

;Zﬁgwp@g&&gﬂ_géﬂgguadwpaeaehingk. Here were people who didn't want to hear what

_God wanted to tell them (7:12-13). They were not the first nor would they be the

last to display such an attitude (Micah 2:6; Hosea 4:6; Isaiah 30:10; Jer. 5:31).

a. The challenge faced by Amos and other 0ld Testament prophets was not unlike
the challenge faced by preachers today who must constantly remind themselves
of Paul's charge in 2 Timothy 4:1-4 to, "Preach the wond .in season and. out

Jof season...”

(150)



_please them and not God! See 4:4-5.]

The problem of wonthless worship. Read 5:21-23. Though the people's actions
were coarect, their attitudes were corwupt. The problem, then, was not a lack
of activity, but a lack of sincerity (5:24). Israel was guilty of immorality,
oppression, selfishness, greed, idolatry, and utter impenitence, yet the people

'mever missed-a service.' The problem? Their religious services were offered to

Here were pcople who did not relate religion to morality, or faith to practice

a.
//,q? /ﬂxﬁ; or doctrine to life. They wouldi go to services on the Sabbath and then go
#if -4

/ékéyul;}/ffj
.

III. OUTLINE

out all week long and rob the poor, afflict the needy, and ignore Jehovah.

As a result, He quickly tired of' their sacrifices when there was no change

in their lives and no sincerity in their service.
b. See Titus 2:1,10 A
The problem of indiflerence. Read ¢ﬁ4-6. The allusion is to the shameful treat-
ment of Joseph by his brethren in Genesis 37. After casting him into a pit, it
is said, "And they sat down Zo eat baead.” ,Total unconcern. Such was typical
of the ruling class of Israel. They were selfish, self-centered, and apathetic
toward the needs of others. Because of this they would reap the full measure of
God's wrath. -
a. TIs there a lesson here for us? You bet! We need to see that INDIFFERENCE

IS A GREATER ENEMY OF /AN OPPOSITON. The devil dosen't have to oppose
those who do nothing. Indifference also leads to other sins - worldliness,
compromise, liberalism, etc. Jesus censured such an attitude in the church

at Laodicea (Rev.3:15-16) and He will censure it here as well!

_The problem of. religious apostasy. God had warned these people repeatedly, yet,

they refused to listen. Read 4:6-11 and count how many times the phrase - Yot

you have not retunned to Me" - occurs.

a. Today, we must understand that it takes only one generation of non-distinc-
tive preaching for the church to backslide into apostasy. Therefore it is
imperative that the call continue to be sounded - "JZ any man speak, let him
speak as it werne the oracles of God!"

Prepare To Meet Your God

I. PUNISHMENT PROMISED, ch.l-2
A. Eight Burdens :
1. "Fon three transgressions...and forn four.”
II. PENITENCE PROMOTED, ch.3-6

A. Three Sermons and One Woe

1. "Hearn this word..."

IIT. PROPHECIES PRESENTED, ch.7-9
A. Five Visions - Judgement:
1. Locusts - avented
2. Fire - nestrained
3. Plumbline =~ determined
4., Summer fruit - lmminent
5. God beside the alter = executed

-

IV. A CLOSER LOOK = ' ; .

A. Punishment Promised, ch.1-2. Here in these first two chapters are eight burdens (or

messages) of coming judgement upon eight Palestinian nations and the reason for each:

Covenant
Tations

Syria (represented by Damascus) - foa cweltyy in war, 1:3-5
Philistia (represented by Gaza) - Zoa ensdaving capiives, 1:6-8 -
Phoenicia (represented by Tyre) - foa viodating a covenant, 1:9-10
Edom - foa punsuing his brothen without mercy, 1:11-12

Ammon - fon severe and senseless cauelty, 1:13-15

Moab - {nhumane vengeance, 2:1-3

Judah - for nejecting the law of God, 2:4-5
Israel - for injustice, unnightousness, and apostasy, 2:6-16
(i51)



1. Notice that in cach denunciation, the Lord begins by saying, "Forn three trans-
gressions. ..and for Lour.” Add them up and you have seven (the complete number) -
the prophet's way of signifying a full and complete multiplying @f sin, thereby
deserving the fulness of God's wrath.

2. Nation by nation, God carefully recounts the transgressions which have accumulated,
showing that each nation is ripe for judgement. God doesn't overlook sin!

a. Amos forcefully delivers Jehovah's stern warning, "7 will dend a Lirne...”
(1:4),7,10,12,145 232,5).

B. Penitence Promoted, ch.3-6. Amos now moves from the genenal to the specific in his

description of Israel's injustice and God's indictment. Here are three short sermons

easily identified by the beginning phrase, "Woan this word..." (3:1; 4:1; 5:1).
Each sermon states Jehovah's case against the people followed by His concluding
"Therelore...” (3:11; 4:12; 5:16).

1. 1Included in this section is the Lord's three-fold appeal for repentance - "Seek
Me that you may ALive' (5:4,6,14).

2. Yet, notice in 3:2 the principle underlying the Divine judgement. This is one of
the key messages in the book. Judgement is determined according to privilege.
Increased privilege means increased responsibility. Israel had been supremely

favored, and therefore was supremely responsible. They had abused their privilege.
They would pay the price. '

C. Prophecies Presented, ch.7-9. Included here are five visions:

1. The locwst—swanm, 7:1-3. Judgement is avented.

2. The devouring tire, 7:4-6. Judgement is restrained.

3. The plumbline, 7:7-9. Here Amos does not interceed for judgement is detewnined.
The nation had not measured up. §

4. The basket of summen fauit, 8:1-14. This is fruit that is overly ripe and is in
jeopardy of perishing. The point? Judgement is imminent.

5. Jehovah beside the alter, 9:1-4. Here is the awesome vision of Jehovah Himself
"standing beside the alter" - that is, the false alter at Bethel. No symbol is
used here as in the four previous scenes. This is the Lord Himself. Divine

discipline has come. Judgement is executed.

Finally, in the midst of judgement God remembers mercy. He would save a remnant
(verse 8). From that remnant He would raise up the kingly rule of David again over
all nations and endow them with blessings unlimited. F This Emtire section of 9:11-15

{E,%S%EEEEES—EEQ—EEE_EEEEffulfilled under Jesus Christ. James quotes this prophec
TS 15:14-18 as evidence that Gentiles were to be included in GodTs church.

Conclusion

1.

Amos has been called - "God's angry man.f»”ﬁgwmadﬁ.hisMsxandwandwwasmunmgyﬁdwinmaugity

Wh@fgwh@mWé§MQQWQQWﬁlQQm§mMisiLQnManddunwanted»henald. One cannot help but admire this

faithful, courageous farm-boy-prophet who sought to warn the people of impending doom.

a. Israel would have done well to listen to this country preacher for in less than a
generation the nation fell to Assyria and was carried away into captivity.

And may we say just one more thing? The lessons of Amos did not die with Israel. We,

too, would do well to read and hear and heed.

-
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OBADIAH:

“For thy violence against thy brother” (Obadiah 10) - Lessons from sibling
rivalry

Glen Tattersall

The boots of foreign soldiers pound the streets of Jerusalem; the screams of terrified
women and the cries of men are heard echoing through the city, as their number killed or
captured for a life of slavery. The once mighty people of Israel have been brought very low.

From a distance the people of Edom rush to look on with gladness and rejoicing in their
heart. Then they too, come close to join in harassing the people and to take their share of
the spoil. With great glee, they finally see themselves ascendant over the people of Jacob.

The book of Obadiah is the account of the rivalry between two brothers Jacob and Esau,
or as they came to be known - Israel and Edom, reaching its terrible climax. In his
condemnation of Edom’s hatred to his brother, God inspired Obadiah to record: “For thy
violence against thy brother Jacob shame shall cover thee, and thou shalt be cut off for
ever. In the day that thou stoodest on the other side, in the day that the strangers carried
away captive his forces, and foreigners entered into his gates, and cast lots upon
Jerusalem, even thou wast as one of them. But thou shouldest not have looked on the day
of thy brother in the day that he became a stranger; neither shouldest thou have rejoiced
over the children of Judah in the day of their destruction; neither shouldest thou have
spoken proudly in the day of distress. Thou shouldest not have entered into the gate of my
people in the day of their calamity; yea, thou shouldest not have looked on their affliction in
the day of their calamity, nor have laid hands on their substance in the day of their
calamity; Neither shouldest thou have stood in the crossway, to cut off those of his that did
escape; neither shouldest thou have delivered up those of his that did remain in the day of
distress.” (Obadiah 10-14).

To understand what occurred we need to go back in time and remember the two twin sons
born to Isaac and Rebekah - Esau and Jacob; and how that God foretold that the elder
would serve the younger (Genesis 25:22,23). We remember how Esau cared not for future
or spiritual matters, but rather sold his birthright for a bowl of vegetable stew. When it
came time for Isaac to bestow his blessings on his sons; Jacob with his mother’s
prompting acted deceitfully to ensure that the firstborn’s would be given to him. We
remember that fearing for his life, Jacob fled from the face of Esau to return 20 years later
seeking peace. Though at the end Jacob and Esau were personally reconciled, the
animosity of the descendants of Esau towards Jacob’s people grew. Years later as the
descendants of Jacob fled from Egyptian captivity to the Promised Land, the Edomites
would not even allow them passage through their land (Numbers 20:14-18).

In the ebb and flow of events, Edom and Israel would wrestle for advantage, but it was the
hatred Edom had to Israel so gleefully expressed when Jerusalem was invaded by
foreigners that provoked Obadiah’s message of doom on this spiteful brother.

Sibling rivalry - what great harm and heartache it can cause! We do not have time to
consider the rivalry between Cain and Abel: Leah and Rachel: or Joseph and his brothers;
for we must consider the harm that rivalry can do to us, who are the children of God and
brethren together.
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As we consider our standing before God there is a great unity we share for we are created
equal in God’s image, and indeed all races stem from Adam. The apostle Paul refers to
this when speaking to the Athenian philosophers in Acts 17:26 “And hath made of one
blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the
times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation.” Racism has no place in the
purposes of God. Although skin colour and other features may differ slightly, what is within
- our intellect, our emotions, our spirit are all the same.

Both sexes are also equal before God. Eve was made to complement Adam, not to be
above or below the man. Whilst men and women have different roles, they are
nonetheless equal in God sight. Wherever anything approaching true Christianity has gone
in the world the lot of women has always been improved.

Given this equality, the Golden Rule, to treat others as we would be treated, has constantly
fought against bigotry, prejudice, and inequity.

Unfortunately we are also unified in another sense in that we are together condemned in
sin. Sin is the great separator, for sin is evil and God is thoroughly good. Isaiah 59:2
states: “But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have
hid his face from you, that he will not hear.” Consider Adam and Eve - they were told not to
eat of the forbidden fruit lest they die (Genesis 2:16,17); but they sinned and on that day,
spiritually died. It is worth noting it only took one sin.

Each of us have sinned and many times at that. Sins of commission whereby we have
deliberately done what God has forbidden and sins of omission where we have failed to do
what God has commanded. Some trust in their own goodness but the Scriptures declare
that our righteousness is as filthy rags: “But we are all like an unclean thing, and all our
righteousnesses are like filthy rags; we all fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind,
have taken us away.” (Isaiah 64:6). Spiritually we are dead in our sins (Ephesians 2:1),
and God shows no partiality. Considering we are all under the same condemnation, how
foolish it is to puff ourselves up one against another!

On a much brighter note, when we become Christians we are united in Christ. By the
grace of God, we are able to be forgiven of our sins for Jesus came to be the sacrifice for
the sins of the world, not for a select few but for all. This lesson had to be learned by the
early church for it was not until Peter met Cornelius and the miraculous outpouring of the
Holy Spirit came upon the Gentiles that it was understood that the gospel was indeed for
all (Acts 10:34,35). This good news was, and is, to be universally shared (Mark 16:15).

When we obey the gospel our sins are forgiven, we become the children of God (1 John
3:1), we become the brethren of Christ (Matthew 12:49, 50). We need to remember
however that though united in Christ we only stand by God’s grace: “For by grace are ye
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any
man should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9).

In the sight of God all are equal - of one blood; each lost in our sins - but redeemed
through the one sacrifice. Given this equality there should be no rivalry among God’s
people - as Abraham once stated “for we be brethren” - right??

As we consider the theme of sibling rivalry unfortunately there are many threats to our

unity as God’s children. The greatest of these threats is carnal mindedness. This is the

desire to put self interest and satisfaction first in our thinking and affections. It is that
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worldly focus which is condemned in 1 John 2:16: “...the lust of the flesh, and the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life...” Though outwardly expressing spirituality, it afflicts the
Christian whose mind looks to the here and now as the only reality. They are blinded to
things eternal and spiritual truths. As Paul warns in Ephesians 4:17-19: “This | say
therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the
vanity of their mind, having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of
God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart: who
being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all
uncleanness with greediness.”

It was this kind of thinking that led Eve to eat the forbidden fruit (Genesis 3:6). It caused
Esau to trade his birthright for a bowl of stew (Genesis 25:30-32). And it motivated Judas
to sell out his Lord for 30 pieces of silver. Unless we leave this kind of thinking behind it will
lead to all kinds of evil work and schisms amongst God’s people - backbiting, gossip,
factions, and bitterness. it was this worldly thinking that Paul condemned in 1 Corinthians
3:3: “For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and
divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?” When Christians remain carnally minded
they will inevitably become the enemies of God and His people. Listen to what James
declares — “From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence,
even of your lusts that war in your members? Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to
have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. Ye ask,
and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts. Ye
adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with
God? Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.” (James
4:1-4)

Another cause of sibling rivalry within the church is the desire for prominence or the pursuit
of selfish ambition. We see so many countries today brought low and racked with division
because of the desire of a few for power and dominance. More tragically this also can
happen amongst God’s people. We could think of how Aaron and Miriam challenged
Moses in Numbers 12:1,2: “And Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses because of the
Ethiopian woman whom he had married: for he had married an Ethiopian woman. And
they said, ‘Hath the LORD indeed spoken only by Moses? hath he not spoken also by us?’
And the LORD heard it.”; or how James and John with a little help from their mother
wanted high positions in the kingdom of God: “And James and John, the sons of Zebedee,
come unto him, saying, Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we
shall desire. And he said unto them, What would ye that | should do for you? They said
unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left
hand, in thy glory... And when the ten heard it, they began to be much displeased with
James and John.” (Mark 10:35-37,41). Diotrephes is another example of such thinking
whereby he wanted to cast out brethren who would threaten his control (3 John 9,10).

True esteem comes through faithful service, but some want to take a shortcut and lay hold
on that which they have not earned. In order to gain and maintain their position they have
to manipulate, manoeuvre, and coerce. They crave attention or power and will do anything
to attain it. So much damage has been done to the Lord’s church by brethren motivated by
their selfish ambition.

Envy is yet another threat to the unity of the church. It was the motivation for Cain Killing

Abel — “Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore
slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and his brother’s righteous.” (1 John
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3:12). Abel had what Cain didn’t - God's approval. It was that which caused Esau’s
resentment of Jacob. Jacob had what Esau didn’t - Isaac’s blessing (Genesis 27:41).

Envy and its twin jealousy, is a curse amongst brethren in Christ. Proverbs 14:30 states:
“A sound heart is the life of the flesh: but envy the rottenness of the bones.” Envy, being
the desire for what someone else has, or resenting them for having it; whereas jealousy is
the suspicion or fear of being displaced by a rival, or resenting another caused by envy.
We are warned against such evil thoughts: “Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking
one another, envying one another.” (Galatians 5:26).

Had Edom not been flawed in these areas it may have been a great nation, but because it
did not overcome it was cursed by God. As we consider our relationship with one another,
how can we avoid the fate of Edom?

In order to ensure that rivalry does not destroy us there are three areas that we must give
the utmost attention to. The first of these is that we must develop the mind of Christ. In
writing to the Philippian church, Paul wrote: “If there be therefore any consolation in Christ,
if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, Fulfil ye my
joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. Let
nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other
better than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the
things of others. Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the
form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no
reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:
And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given
him a name which is above every name.” (Philippians 2:1-9). From this passage we learn
that we must put others before us in love. We are the children of the one Father; and
unlike the father of Esau and Jacob, God is impartial to His children. We are brothers and
sisters together. Therefore our Father wants for us to put the welfare and needs of others
before us be they: physical, spiritual, or emotional. Let us be honest and say that this at
times is easier said than done, therefore we must give it the most earnest prayer and strive
to practice it towards all.

This same Scripture also teaches us that we must empty ourselves of self. The illustration
Paul uses is that of Jesus himself: for though He is equal with the Father, yet in order to
achieve our salvation He emptied Himself and submitted Himself to the Father. In all that
He did, Jesus worked in harmony, not competition with the other members of the
Godhead.

So much strife is caused because we fail to do what Jesus did! We want to protect our
ego, our pride, our position, and when these are threatened, tension, hostility and rivalry
result. Rather than focussing on being the best sons they could be, Esau and Jacob vied
for the best blessing for themselves.

Emptying self of self is what Paul did and hence could write: “/ am crucified with Christ:
nevertheless | live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which | now live in the flesh
| live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” (Galatians
2:20).

As God’s children we need to focus on putting the Lord first. Consider the example Paul
set for us in Philippians 1:13-18: “So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace,
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and in all other places; And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my
bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. Some indeed preach Christ
even of envy and strife; and some also of good will: The one preach Christ of contention,
not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds: But the other of love, knowing that |
am set for the defence of the gospel. What then? notwithstanding, every way, whether in
pretence, or in truth, Christ is preached; and | therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice.” Out
of envy, in their twisted way of reasoning, some were preaching the Gospel thinking to add
to Paul’s burdens. Yet rather than taking offence Paul rejoiced that whatever their motive,
the Gospel was being preached. He understood that it was not about him, but rather the
furtherance of the Lord’s work that mattered. We need to have this same attitude in the
church today. It is better to suffer wrong than allow ourselves to become a source of
contention. Consider Paul’s rebuke of the Corinthian Christians: “Dare any of you, having a
matter against another, go to law before the unjust, and not before the saints? ... Now
therefore there is utterly a fault among you, because ye go to law one with another. Why
do ye not rather take wrong? Why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded?
Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud, and that your brethren.” (1 Corinthians 6:1,7,8). It would
be better for them to be taken advantage of, rather than to pursue their rights and harm
the body of Christ.

When worldly thoughts of ambition and envy trouble our mind, consider the example of
Jesus and humble our hearts so that His work and His church be not harmed. It is not
about us, it is about Him.

Maintaining unity amongst brethren also requires us to serve. Remember when James and
John wanted to sit beside Jesus in His kingdom (Mark 10:36,37)? This angered the other
apostles. Jesus was faced with a crisis; if it were not dealt with properly; simmering rivairy
would destroy the unity of the apostles and greatly hinder the proclamation of the Gospel.
Jesus countered their request and the ensuing tension by teaching that greatness came
through service: “But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that they
which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and their great
ones exercise authority upon them. But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will
be great among you, shall be your minister: And whosoever of you will be the chiefest,
shall be servant of all. For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:42-45). He set Himself as an
example of service the night before He was crucified, when rather than having His
disciples serve Him, He took a bow! of water and girded Himself with a towel, and washed
their feet (John 13:4,5,12-15). How can any strive for advantage over their brethren when
the Lord has set us such an example?

Our service needs to be with quietness (Matthew 6:1-4) and without any thought of earthly
reward (Luke 14:12-14). How much rivalry between brethren would be resolved if we could
learn to serve quietly, rather than wanting to be served openly?

Repentance on our part is also required in order to maintain unity. We are all on a path of
transition from being carnally minded to being Christlike. Perhaps we are familiar with the
song “None of Self, and all of Thee”? It gives us the transition of this path, but most of us
are still striving to attain the mind where it is “None of self and all of Thee”. Changing our
thinking, our heart, our ego takes time. We are at different points on this road, which is
why we need to be longsuffering and forgiving towards one another.

When a seed of ungodly rivalry germinates within our thoughts, deal with it promptly,
before it takes root and strangles our heart. Spend much time in earnest and honest
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prayer; confess our sins and struggles to God and to others; consciously override our
bruised egos and empty ourselves of self and strive to work with all. These things are not
easy, but God who sees the heart struggling to do right will strengthen and bless.

When Jacob and Esau both vied for their Father’s blessing, they had no idea how much
the ripples of this conflict would hurt their lives and that of others. The two nations that
came from them would be at odds with one another for centuries, until Edom’s intense
hatred for Israel would provoke Obadiah’s prophecy of doom.

Rivalry between God’s people can have a more devastating effect. Brethren striving with
one another can quickly seize on reasons to justify their hurt. Factions develop, souls are
lost, and the Lord’s church is harmed.

It is only with spiritual maturity that we can rise above this evil. By understanding that in
God’s eyes, in whatever we may do, we only stand by His grace. We need to be aware of
how easily a spirit of rivalry can threaten our unity, and we must have the humility, the
faith, and the courage to take whatever steps are necessary to preserve the unity of the
body.

As we strive to save souls, to glorify God, and to help our brethren, we do well to consider
the words of the apostle Paul who stated: “Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to
the Gentiles, nor to the church of God: Even as | please all men in all things, not seeking
mine own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved.” (1 Corinthians 10:32-33).

23



The Book of OBADIAH

Introduction
\. Baief but basic - all but sums up this half-page prophecy. With 1ts twenty-one verses,

Obadiah is the shortest of the 0ld Testament collection and is the only book of thefirst

thirty-nine not referred to in the New Testament.

1. It is short but none-the-less sharp in its denunciation of sin; pointed but pertinent
to modern times; brief but basic in exposing God's grand scheme of redemption for man-
kind. It is a book whose text needs to be studied, whose message needs to be observed,
and whose lessons need to be applied.

B. The Prophetic Who, What, and When.

1. The WHO is Obadiah (1:1). Exactly who this Obadiah was no one can ascertain for cer-
tain. There are at least twelve different "Obadiahs" mentioned in the 0ld Testament
as the name was common among the Jews and meant - "Seavant of the Load.” Whoever he
was, he was a humble servant of Jehovah who realized that God's woaR was more impor-
tant than God's wonker and, thus, he allowed his personality to fade into the back-
ground.

a. It is commonly thought, and we concur, that this Obadiah was the same Obadiah
who was sent on a mission by the good king Jehosaphat (871-845) to revive the
spirit of true worship and restore the teaching of the Law {2 Chron. 17:7).

b. If this is correct it would make Obadiah a contemporary of Elijah and Elisha.

5. The WHAT is the Edomites (1:1). Although the Edomites and Israelites were blood
brothers, they were bitter enemies. Sibling rivalry between twin brothers Jacob
and Esau led to national enmity between their respective descendants, Israel (Jacob)
and Edom (Esau). See Genesis 25:21-34. Thus, the Edomites were Esau's descendants,
and their country was Mount Seir, a mountainous region extending from the Dead Sea
to the Gulf of Akabah (today occupied in part by Israel and Jordan).

a. The Edomites were a constant thorn in Israel's side. They were profane, proud,
fierce and cruel. They carried a persistent, bitter, gloating spite against
their brother Israel. Such a feeling had expressed itself time and again in the
history of the two peoples as evidenced by Edom's refusal to the courteous ap-
peal of Moses in Numbers 20:14-22. That instance was never forgotten.

b. In the days of Obadiah, this undying Edomite feeling of anti-Jacobism had flammed
out more violently than ever. When disaster was facing Jerusalem, instead of be-
friending or at least sympathising, the people of Edom had indulged the passive
cruelty of looking on with gloating satisfaction (vs.11-12) and had egged on the
plunderers.

1) Such Edomite venom was later recalled by the Jewish captives in Babylon in
Psalms 137:7.

@ The WHEN is approximately 845 B.C. If this date is correct it makes Obadiah the
earliest of the prophets as he lived during the reign of good king Jehoshaphat. Dur-
ing his day religious reform was at its peak in Judah. He had sent out princes and
priests and Levites to teach the people the Law of the Lord (one of those sent was
Obadiah - 2 Chron. 17:7). But now Jehoshaphat was dead and his son Jehoram was the
new king. See 2 Chron. 21:1-6.

a. It was during Jehoram's rule that God brought judgement upon Judah by allowing
her enemies to attack and plunder her (2 Chron. 21:16-17).

b. It is to this specific invasion that Obadiah alludes as he witnesses the uncon-
cern and treachery of Edom and is thereby called to issue the divine forecast
against Esau's descendants.

BODY
I. THE OUTLINE

A. The long-accumulating guilt of Edom had reached the breaking point and divine retri-
bution was now de-ermined. The key verse must be 15 - "As you have done, Lt will be
done o you.” '

1. dere we are meant to learn emphatically the principle of divine poetic justice.
As Edom had dealt treacherously and robbed and shown violence and sought the ut-



ter destruction of Judah, so now would come poetic justice - their penalty would

correspond to their iniquity as one line of poetry corresponds to another. Tor

example:

a. Edom had siezed the chance to rob Judah (vs.13); thercfore Edom would be
robbed (vs.6).

b. Edom had sought the utter destruction of Judah (vs.12-14); therefore Edom
would be utterly destroyed.

Yes, poetic justice. The Hebrew writer said it another way - "Vengence is mine,

J will nepay, says the Lord."

C—— The Prophet of Poetic Justice ——:
"4ds You Have Done, Tt Wil Be Done 1o You"
I. THE DESTRUCTION OF EDOM, vs.1-16
A. Her Arraignment, vs.1-9

B. Her Indictment, vs.10-14
C. Her Sentence, vs.15-16

IT. THE SALVATION OF SPIRITUAL ISRAEL, vs.17-21
A. The Reign of the Redeemed

IT. THE TEXT

A. The Destruction of Edom, vs.1-16.

1.

(93}

Her annaignment, vs.1-9. IHere we immediately have:

The method of communication M "The vision of Obadiah”
The value of the message »  "Thus says the Load God”
The subject of the message = "Concewning Edom”

Here follows in verses 3-4 a description of Edom's basic sin -~ PRIDE. The country
of Edom lay in a rugged mountain region noted for its steep canyons and impreg-—
nable strongholds. Because of this she had a self-satisfied security and even
openly boasted of her strategic invulnerability. In her pride and confidence she
bragged - "Who shall baing me down?" .
a. Jehovah's answer in verse 4 to the swaggering pride of Edom's deceived heart
is among the classics of literary beauty. The lesson? The destiny, doom,
and deliverance of all nations are in the hand of God.
b. In verse 5 God asks two rhetorical questions. The whole point is to contrast
what man would do to Edom and what God was going %o do. If the destruction
of Edom were designed and executed by men there would be some "gleanings”
left over, there would be some jewels left hidden. But not so when God is
is finished! See verse 6.
c. Strength, wealth, and now wisdom, vs.8-9. Proud in her own conceit she became

a fool!
Hen Indictmeni, vs.10-14. Verse 10-11 lays down the reason for Edem's indict-
ment - "Becawse of violence to your brothern Jacob..."

a. In verses 12-14 Edom is sternly warned and placed under three specific charges:
"LOOK .NOT , " "ENTER NOT, " STAND NOT." Read these verses and note the pro-
gressive nature of Edom's sin. Her passive.callousness had given way to ac-—
tive alliance with Jerusalem's destroyers.

1) She rejoiced over Jerusalem's destruction. Next,
2) She partook herself. And finally,
3) She caught and imprisoned the refugees.

'b. This would not be the last time Edom would respond this way, thus, causing

God's prophets to again ccho Jehovah's Obadiah warning. See Isaiah 63:1-0;
Jer. 49:7-13: Ezek. 35:1-10.
Hen sentence, vs.15-16. llere is Edom's "Day of the Load” - a day when Jehovah's
judgemental powers would be manifest. Here is Edom reaping what she sowed.
Here iz Edom facing future annihilation.
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a. and how did it come about? For centuries Petra, the capital city of Edom,
was onc of the most important stopping places along the easl-west Lrade
route. However, during the days of the Roman Empire a new caravan route
opened far to the north. No longer did the camel caravans pass through the
mountains of Seir. As a result the great trade and commercial center of
Edom,which was dependent upon outside tourisim,was now cut off from the main
highway and eventually the city became deserted.

b. Yes, Jehovah works in mysterious ways. No great battles. No mighty armies.
Only the changing of a trade route and the once proud, powerful and rich city
of Edom became a hollow shell. By 150 A.D. the Edomites had disappeared from
the pages of history. Obadiah was right! (vs.18)

B. The Salvation of Spiritual Israel, vs.17-21. 1In this section Obadiah reveals the

future exaltation and glory of Israel. The kingdom of Mount Seir would be abased
while the kingdom of Mount Zion would be glorified.

1.

Verse 17 - Mount Zion represents Messianic deliverence. Mount Zion would be

made up of those people who are "holy,"” i.e., set apart, sanctified and redeemed.

"The house of Jacob” refers not to the physical descendents only, but to the fu-

ture house of the redeemed. See Luke 1:33; Gal. 3:29.

Verse 19-20 — The ultimate fulfillment of this prophecy concerning Jacob and

Joseph possessing even Edom is tied directly to the prophecy of Balaam in Numbers

24:17-18. There it is prophesied that Edom (Seir) is to be a possession of Israel

when "the sitan comes foath out of Jacob and the scepten out of Jsnael.”

a. This prophecy looks to a Messianic fulfillment in which those in Edom (and
other nations) who would escape would do so in Mount Zion under the Messiah.

b. "The deliverens who climb Mount Zion,"” (vs.21) would be the apostles and
messengers of the first century who would bring the salvation message to the
people of Edom and to all peoples.

c. Those who would obey the gospel would then be in the kingdom, a special king-
dom belonging to the Lord (vs.21b). A kingdom through which the redeemed woul:
rule the world (Reve. 5:9-10).

[II. THE LIVING LESSONS OF OBADIAH

A. Is there any message of permanent value in this short half-page prophecy? I believe
there is. Note these three:

® 1. Paide goes before destruction (Prov. 16:18). Wasn't that true of Edom? Isn't
that still true today? C.S. Lewis says of pride: "tAls one area is the basic
anti-God attitude.” Pride is the taproot of most of our sin! ‘

a. There is no greater instrument of Satan than pride. Where one has died a
fornicator, drunkard, and a liar - 10,000 have died guilty of the sin of
pride. Pride causes more homes to be broken, more sermons to go unheeded,
more churches to be divided, and more souls to go unsaved than any other
thing. Read passages like Prov. 26:12; James 4:6; Matt. 20:25-28.

® 2. The violence ol silence, vs.11l. On a national scale, Edom refused to assume its
rightful role as a brother's keeper. Edom refused to get involved. She stood

"aloof” and commited the sin of omission. She was indifferent toward the needs

of her brethren. She didn't care.

a. Wote 1 Cor. 12:12-14,25-26. The church is the body of Christ. Each member
of the body needs the other members for strength, encouragement and nourish-
ment (Ucbrews 10:25). )

b. Question - Are you actively looking out for your brethren in the Lord? Or,
are you like Edom being only concerned about vourself. Seek out a fellow
Christian who needs help and give it. Look for those who are sick and need
encouragement and offer it. Find one in need of your support and lend it.

c. Someone may say - "That's not what Christianity is all about.” Friend, that's
EXACTLY what Christianity is all about! Christianity is letting your light
shine. Christianity is caring about others. Christianity involves GETTING
INVOLVED! '

D 3. Sowino and reaping. Note versc 15. See also Gal. 5:7-3.
Conclusion
1. Yes, although the book of Obadiah is the shortest ol the prophetic writings, it is certalr
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THE i(INOX PROPHETS - OBADIAEL /J 5
Lesson 5

IHTRODUCTION:

1. Obadiah's prophecy deals with a foreign nation ~ Edom~ rather than Judah.
2. A background glimpse at Edom will help one to arpreciate and understand this book
better.

a. Edom is another name for Esau, who was the brother of Jacob. (Gen. 36:1,%,19)
Thus the Edomitas were his descendants.
b. Edom means “the red region’ and the name was nrobably conmectcd with ‘the red

rocks that are abundant in the territory.” “'Edom occupicd a narrow mountainous

strip of territory (mountain peaks range up to 5,700 feet) about 100 by 20

miles in dimensions, located on the eastern side of the Palestinian rift valley

... The present-day visitor to Petra, which Burgon called 'a rose red city - half

as old as time,’' gets some taste of the rupgedness of this land. The buildings

to be seen date from the Roman period, but the site itself is much older. One

enters Petra by the Sik, a narrow canyon more than a mile in lencth with vertical

walls often not more than 30 feet apart. Here a few men could hold off an entire

army. The deep colored sandstone cliffs which change colors by the hour are

most impressive. Out of these cliffs the Illabateans carved their temnles. It

is one of the most dmpressive sights in the world. Petra became a caravan clty

that had few fears of successful attack and lost its significance only when new

routes took trade via Palmyra, far to the north." (The Minor Prophets, p. 31,92)

¢. The relation of Edom to Israel had been most unfriendly - quarrels between

relatives are usually bitter.

(1) ©She refused to allow Israel to pass throush her land when coming out of
Egypt, (Num. 21:21£%).

(2) Saul had wars with Edom. (1 Sam. 14:47).

(3) She joined forces with ifoab and Ammon asainst Judaea. (2 Chron. 20:22).

(4) In the days of Jehoram, Edom revolted against Judah and set up their own
king. (2 Chron. 21:8),.

(5) But it was their behavior during thc Babylonian Period that was most
bitterly remembered.

3. Let's consider,

I. THE BOOK OF OBADIAL.

A. Obadiah means "servant of the Lord."

1. There are 13 men with this name in the 014 Testament and it's nearly impos-—
sible to identify this prorhet with any of them.
2, Obadiah was a prophet azainst Edom,

B. The book can well be divided into two sections:

1. Edom will surely fall through the invasion of disloyal sllics. Obadish 1-14.
2, There will be the restoration of Israel. Obadiah 15 -~ 21.

C. Obadiah is the shortest book in the Hebrew 2ible and is one of the seven 01d
Testament books (Nahum, Hzra, lleshemiah, dsther, Song of Solomon, Ecclesiastes,
and Obadiah) not quoted or echoed in the New Testament.

C. The message of the book reveals:

1. Edom's confident pride. ‘‘The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, thou
that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high; that

saith in his heart, Vho shall bring me down to the ground?’ (Verse 3)

a. Edom's confidence is false because God tells her that even thoush she
soars like an eagle and sits her nest among the stars she will still be
brought down. v. 4

b. God reveals the extent of her destruction when he shows that thieves
leave a little behind and grape gatherers leave the gleanings, but she

will be completely destroyed. v. 5.6,

c. In that day he shows that:
(1) her allies will betray her. v. 7.
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II.

(2) Her stronghold will fall.
(3) Her wise men have failed. v. 8.
(4) Her "mighty men...shall be dismayed...” v. 9.
Edom's violence azainst and mistreatment of her brother Judah when Nebuchad—
nezzar destroyed Jerusalemn.
a. She refused to aid Judah when Jerusalem was plundered. v. 16, 11,
b. She rejoiced and gloated over what happened to Judah., v. 12, 13,
c. She shared the spoils that were taken. v. 13c.
d. She cut off thosc that tried to escape and delivered them up to the
eneny. v, l4.
The day of the Lord will be the reckoning day (referring here to Edom's
destruction.)
a. Edom will receive the reward of her own deceds and will fade away as
though she never exdsted. v. 15, 16,
b. On the other hand thc house of Jacob will be restored to her land and
shall "possess their posscssion.” v. 17-21.

PRACTICAL LESSONS FROH THE PROPHET CBADIAH.

A.

Obadiah had firm faith in the divine providence which "will work out its purposec
in history." cf. Rom. 8:28.
The great lessons on sin.

1.

2.

3.

The chief element of sin is pride, It looks to self and like Edom says
“Who shall bring me¢ dovm to the ground?™ v. 3c.

Its chief manifestation is mistreatment of others as seen in Edom's treat-
ment of his brother.

Its final issue is retribution as we shall reap what we sow - “as thou
hast done, it shall be done unto thee...'” v. 15b.

“Obadiah is a standing rcbuke to the spirit who prefers not to become involved

in
l‘

the problems of others...' (Lewis).

Edom refused to help Judah with her problems. v, 10, 11.

The priest and Levite refused to get involved with the needs of the certain
Samaritan. Lk. 10:25-37.

How many today rcefused to get involved? What about you?

Christians are to “bear yc one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of
Christ." Gal. 6:2.

“It is even more a rebuke to him who finds a sadistic joy in the misfortunes of
another.”™ (Lewis).

10
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Jis

Edom rcjoiced over Judah's misfortuncs.

The Gentiles described by FPaul found pleasure in those that did evil.

Rom. 1:32.

Love ‘rejoiceth not in iniquity” (1 Cor. 13:6a) and Christians suffer with
those that suffer and rejoice with those that rejoice. (1 Cor, 12:26).

The prophet makes it guite clear that the only place of absolute safety is not
in strongholds, mighty and wise men, mighty nations, but in God.

QUESTIONS OM LESSOW 5
THE MINOR PROPHETS ~ OBADIAH

TRUE OR FALSE

Obadiah prophesied against Edom.
Pride was Edom's main sin,

Edom dwelleth in a mountain stronghold,
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10.

i,

12,

i3.

14,

15.

Edon did not exalt herself as an cagle.
Edom's allies had deceived her.
The wise men of Edom would be sparad.
Edom is another name for Esau who was the brother of Jacob.
Edon had actually joined forces with the enemy against Jacob thy brother®
Edom was grieved over what happened to Jacob.
Edom was receiving the reward of her own wrongdoing.
There was to be no deliverance.
Edom was to be devoured as stubblec.
The possessions of Edom were to be taken by others.
The kingdom was to be the Lord's.

Obadiah is the only one chapter book in the 0ld Testament.

DISCUSSION AND THOUGHT QUESTIONS:

10
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What docs the name Obadiah mean?

Is the bock of Obadiah gquoted or =choed in the Wew Testament?

Can you name the six other 0ld Testament books not quoted or echoed in the Now

Testament? a. b. C.

d. [ f.

Edom felt secure against destruction because she dwelt where?

In her pride what did she say?

God told Edom that though she did what two things she would still fall?

aa.

b.

Verse 7 reveals that the main ones that would bring about her downfall would be who?

Wame the things that God accused Edom of doing aginst Jacob as revealed in verscs
10 - 14,

a.
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10.

11.

12.

Obadiah saw all that was happening as whose providence?

In the final verses, Obadiah presents final victory amd deliverance for whom?

What would the house of Jacob be?

What would the house of Joseph be?

Who would be thoe stubble?

How complate would the destruction of Edom be?

What do you think Obadiah has to say to the man who dos:s not want to get involved in

helping others?

What does Obadiah have to say te the nan who rejoices in the misfortunes of others?




The Book of OBADIAH

Introduction

\. Balef but basic - all but sums up this half-page prophecy. With its twenty-one verses,
Obadiah is the shortest of the 0ld Testament collection and is the only book of the first
thirty-nine not referred to in the New Testament.
1.

B. The
1.

BODY

THE

It is short but none-the-less sharp in its denunciation of sin; pointed but pertinent
to modern times; brief but basic in exposing God's grand scheme of redemption for man-
kind. It is a book whose text needs to be studied, whose message needs to be observed,
and whose lessons need to be applied.

Prophetic Who, What, and When.
The [WHO is Obadiah (1:1). Exactly who this Obadiah was no one can ascertain for cer-
tain. There are at least twelve different "Obadiahs" mentioned in the 01d Testament
as the name was common among the Jews and meant - "Seavant of the Lord.” Whoever he
was, he was a humble servant of Jehovah who realized that God's woaR was more impor-
tant than God's wonker and, thus, he allowed his personality to fade into the back-
ground.

a. It is commonly thought, and we concur, that this Obadiah was the same Obadiah
who was sent on a mission by the good king Jehosaphat (871-845) to revive the
spirit of true worship and restore the teaching of the Law (2 Chron. 17:7).

b. If this is correct it would make Obadiah a contemporary of Elijah and Elisha.

The WHAT is the Edomites (1:1). Although the Edomites and Israelites were blood

brothers, they were bitter enemies. Sibling rivalry between twin brothers Jacob

and Esau led to national enmity between their respective descendants, Israel (Jacob)

and Edom (Esau). See Genesis 25:21-34. Thus, the Edomites were Esau's descendants,

and their country was Mount Seir, a mountainous region extending from the Dead Sea

to the Gulf of Akabah (today occupied in part by Israel and Jordan).

a. The Edomites were a constant thorn in Israel's side. They were profane, proud,
fierce and cruel. They carried a persistent, bitter, gloating spite against
their brother Israel. Such a feeling had expressed itself time and again in the
history of the two peoples as evidenced by Edom's refusal to the courteous ap-
peal of Moses in Numbers 20:14-22. That instance was never forgotten.

b. In the days of Obadiah, this undying Edomite feeling of anti-Jacobism had flammed
out more violently than ever. When disaster was facing Jerusalem, instead of be-
friending or at least sympathising, the people of Edom had indulged the passive
cruelty of looking on with gloating satisfaction (vs.11-12) and had egged on the
plunderers.

1) Such Edomite venom was later recalled by the Jewish captives in Babylon in
Psalms 137:7.

The WHEN is approximately 845 B.C. If this date is correct it makes Obadiah the

earliest of the propnets as he lived during the reign of good king Jehoshaphat. Dur-

ing his day religious reform was at its peak in Judah. He had sent out princes and
priests and Levites to teach the people the Law of the Lord (one of those sent was

Obadiah - 2 Chron. 17:7). But now Jehoshaphat was dead and his son Jehoram was the

new king. See 2 Chron. 21:1-6.

a. It was during Jehoram's rule that God brought judgement upon Judah by allowing
her enemies to attack and plunder her (2 Chron. 21:16-17).

b. It is to this specific invasion that Obadiah alludes as he witnesses the uncon-
cern and tteachery of Edom and is thereby called to issue the divine forecast
against Esau's descendants.

OUTLINE

Thé long-accumulating guilt of Edom had reached the breaking point and divine retri-

bution was now determined. The key verse must be 135 - "As you have done, it wiil be

done zo you.” '

1. Here we are meant to learn emphatically the principle of divine poetic justice.
As Edom had dealt treacherously and robbed and shown violence and sought the ut-



Ler destruction of Judah, so now would come poetic justice - their penalty would

correspond to their iniquity as one line of poetry corresponds to another. For

example:

a. Edom had siezed the chancc to rob Judah (vs.13); therefore Edom would be
robbed (vs.6).

b. Edom had sought the utter destruction of Judah (vs.12-14); therefore Edom
would be utterly destroyed.

Yes, poetic justice. The Hebrew writer said it another way - "Vengence is mine,

J will repay, says the Load."

C—— The Prophet of Poetic Justice —:
"44 You Have Done, Jt Will Be Done 1o You'
I. THE DESTRUCTION OF EDOM, vs.1-16
A. Her Arraignment, vs.l1-9

B. Her Indictment, vs.10-14
C. Her Sentence, vs.15-16

ITI. THE SALVATION OF SPIRITUAL ISRAEL, vs.17-21
A. The Reign of the Redeemed

IT. THE TEXT

A. The Destruction of Edom, vs.1-16.

1.

Cl

Her annaigrment, vs.1-9. Here we immediately have:

The method of communication MW ""The vision of Obadiah"
The value of the message »  "Thus says the Load God"
The subject of the message = "Concewning Edom”

Here follows in verses 3-4 a description of Edom's basic sin - PRIDE. The country
of Edom lay in a rugged mountain region noted for its steep canyons and impreg-
nable strongholds. Because of this she had a self-satisfied security and even
openly boasted of her strategic invulnerability. In her pride and confidence she
bragged ~ "Who shall bring me down?" .
a. Jehovah's answer in verse 4 to the swaggering pride of Edom's deceived heart
is among the classics of literary beauty. The lesson? The destiny, doom,
and deliverance of all nations are in the hand of God.
b. 1In verse 5 God asks two rhetorical questions. The whole point is to contrast
what man would do to Edom and what God was going %o do. If the destruction
of Edom were designed and executed by men there would be some "gleanings”
left over, there would be some jewels left hidden. But not so when God is
is finished! See verse 6.
c. Strength, wealth, and now wisdom, vs.8-9. Proud in her own conceit she became

a fooll
Hen Jndictment, vs.10-14. Verse 10-11 lays down the reason for Edom's indict-
ment - "Because of violence to your brother Jacob..."

a. In verses 12-14 Edom is sternly warned and placed under three specific charges:
"IOOK .NOT , "' "ENTER NOT, " STAND NOT." Read these verses and note the pro-
gressive nature of Edom's sin. Her passive.callousness had given way to ac-
tive alliance with Jerusalem's destroyers.

1) She rejoiced over Jerusalem's destruction. Next,
2) She partook herself. And finally,
3) She caught and imprisoned the refugees.

b. This would not be the last time Edom would respond this way, thus, causing

God's prophets to again ccho Jehovah's Obadiah warning. See Isaiah 63:1-6;
Jer. 49:7-13: Ezek. 35:1-10.
Hen .entence, vs.15-16. lere is Edom's "Day of the Load” - a day when Jehovah's
judgemental powers would be manifest. Here 1s Edom reaping what she sowed.
Here is Edom facing future annihilation.

(15%]



[II.
A,
o
9.
D 3.
Conclusion
1.

B.

a. And how did it come about? For centuries Petra, the capital city of Edom,
was onc of the most important stopping placces along the east-west trade
route. However, during the days of the Roman Empire a new caravan route
opened far to the north. No longer did the camel caravans pass through the
mountains of Seir. As a result the great trade and commercial center of
Edom,which was dependent upon outside tourisim,was now cut off from the main
highway and eventually the city became deserted.

b. Yes, Jehovah works in mysterious ways. No great battles. No mighty armies.
Only the changing of a trade route and the once proud, powerful and rich city
of Edom became a hollow shell. By 150 A.D. the Edomites had disappeared from
the pages of history. Obadiah was right! (vs.18)

The Salvation of Spiritual Israel, vs.17-21. 1In this section Obadiah reveals the

future exaltation and glory of Israel. The kingdom of Mount Seir would be abased
while the kingdom of Mount Zion would be glorified.

1.

Verse 17 - Mount Zion recpresents Messianic deliverence. Mount Zion would be

made up of those people who are "hody,” i.e., set apart, sanctified and redeemed.

"The house of Jacob” refers not to the physical descendents only, but to the fu-

ture house of the redeemed. See Luke 1:33; Gal. 3:29.

Verse 19-20 — The ultimate fulfillment of this prophecy concerning Jacob and

Joseph possessing even Edom is tied directly to the prophecy of Balaam in Numbers

24:17-18. There it is prophesied that Edom (Seir) is to be a possession of Israel

when "the stan comes Lorth out of Jacob and the scepiten out of Janael.”

a. This prophecy looks to a Messianic fulfillment in which those in Edom (and
other nations) who would escape would do so in Mount Zion under the Messiah.

b. "The deliverers who climb Mount Zion," (vs.21) would be the apostles and
messengers of the first century who would bring the salvation message to the
people of Edom and to all peoples.

c. Those who would obey the gospel would then be in the kingdom, a special king-
dom belonging to the Lord (vs.21b). A kingdom through which the redeemed woul:
rule the world (Reve. 5:9-10).

THE LIVING LESSONS OF OBADIAH

Is there any message of permanent value in this short half-page prophecy? I believe

there is. Note these three:

Pride goes before destruction (Prov. 16:18). Wasn't that true of Edom? Isn't

that still true today? C.S. Lewis says of pride: "this one area is the basic

anti-God attitucle.” Pride is the taproot of most of our sin! ‘

a. There is no greater instrument of Satan than pride. Where one has died a
fornicator, drunkard, and a liar - 10,000 have died guilty of the sin of
pride. Pride causes more homes to be broken, more sermons to go unheeded,
more churches to be divided, and more souls to go unsaved than any other
thing. Read passages lilke Prov. 26:12; James 4:6; Matt. 20:25-28.

The violence of sdilence, vs.1l. On a national scale, Edom refused to assume its

rightful role as a brother's keeper. Edom refused- to get involved. She stood

"oloof” and commited the sin of omission. She was indifferent toward the needs

of her brethren. She didn't care.

a. Note 1 Cor. 12:12-14,25-26. The church is the body of Christ. Each member
of the body needs the other members for strength, encouragement and nourish-
ment (HUcbrews 10:25). )

b. OQuestion - Are you actively looking out for your brethren in the Lord? Or,
are you like Edom being only concerned about vourself. Seek out a fellow
Christian who needs help and give it. Look for those who are sick and need
encouragenent and offer it. Find one in need of your support and lend it.

c. Someone may say - That's not what Chiistianity is all about." Friend, that's
EXACTLY what Christianity is all about! Christianity is letting your light
shine. Christianity is caring about others. Christianity involves GETTING
INVOLVED! ’

Sowing and reaping. Note versec 15. See also Gal. 6:7-3.

Yes, although the hoolk of Obadiah is the shortest of the prophetic writinags, 1t iy certair
2 proy ]
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JONAH:
“Salvation is of the Lord” (Jonah 2: 9) - Lessons from a fish’s belly

Kah Khin Hon

Introduction and background

The name Jonah means ‘Dove’ and it is quite appropriate because a dove is used in those
days to sent messages — A messenger from God.

Jonah was a real person and he lived during the time of Jeroboam Il (2 Kings 14:25).

Jesus himself mentioned Jonah in Matt 12:38-40. So Jonah is a real person that was

swallowed by a real fish and all the things that were mentioned in the Book of Jonah are
real historical event and did occur.

When | first read Jonah, | had a very bad impression of him. | still do, but having done
some studying, | am able to understand Jonah as a person better. You see historically, the
Assyrians have inflicted a lot of sufferings upon the Jewish people and Jonah being a Jew
hates the Assyrians. So when God asks Jonah to go and preach to the Assyrians (in this
case — Nineveh); it did not go down well with Jonah. He prefers that God destroy them
rather than to save them. So one can understand why Jonah decided to run away.

The standard outline of the Book of Jonah is:-

Chapter 1:- Disobedience, Running away from God.
Chapter 2:- Prayer, Running to God.

Chapter 3:- Preaching, Running with God

Chapter 4:- Complaint, Running ahead of God.

There are a lot of things which we could learn from the Book of Jonah.

We learned about the sort of person Jonah is.

We learned about the nature of our God - about how our God is a gracious God, a merciful
God, a kind God and a patient God who is long suffering.

Anyway, let’s get into the Book of Jonah.

Chapter 1 - Disobedience — Running away from God.

Read verses 1 t0 3

Point No.1 - You cannot run away from God.

Nineveh is North East, Tarshih is west (South West of Spain). God tells Jonah to go to
Nineveh which is northeast but Jonah runs away from God and goes west. Can he run

away from God? NO!! You cannot run away from God.

Today a lot of people think that they can run away from God. They know about God, they
know what God wants them to do but they don’t want to do what God wants them to do.
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They think that by shutting God out of their lives or by ignoring God they can run away
from God. What we need to do is to inform them that they cannot run away from God.
Eventually God will get to everyone - Hebrews 9:27 “And as it is appointed for men to die

once, but after this the judgement”. Everyone will come face to face with God, so we
cannot run away from God.

Jonah tried but he found out that he also cannot run away from God.
Point No.2 - God is not the only one that can open doors, Satan can too.

In verse 3 — Jonah went down to Joppa. Conveniently a ship is there going to Tarshish.
Conveniently he has the money to pay for the fare. Conveniently he went down into it and
conveniently it set sail. Did God do all that? No! It was Satan.

We can look at society today; for example when a man and a woman commit adultery. A
lot of the time both the man and the woman never sets out to commit adultery. It just
happens conveniently that the man and the woman meets, conveniently the man and the
woman has to work together in the same office, conveniently they have to work late. See,
God is not the only one that can open doors; Satan can as well. What we need to do is to
resist the devil and he will flee away from you (James 4:7).

Coming back to Jonah, he tries to run away from God. So what did God do?
Read verses 4 to 9.

Point No.3 - Other people can suffer as a consequence of someone else’s sin.

These sailors did nothing wrong. They were just going about their daily lives. Jonah sinned
by not obeying God and because of Jonah’s sin; these sailors’ lives are put in danger. In
fact we can learn a lot about these sailors and we can learn more about the nature of
Jonah. Read verses 10 to 16.

These sailors were courageous. They were more concern with Jonah’s life than Jonah was
concern about their lives. When they found out that Jonah was running away from God
and that the sea would become calm if they throw Jonah overboard, what did they do?
Verse 13 says “nevertheless the men rowed hard to return to land.....”. They tried hard to
save Jonah. They knew that throwing Jonah overboard means the end of Jonah. Jonah on
the other hand wasn’t as concerned about the sailors’ lives. | mean if he really wanted to
save the sailors’ lives he could actually just jump overboard!!

Point No.4 - You cannot fight against God

When the sailors were told that the only way God would calm the seas down was for them
to throw Jonah overboard, they decided that they knew better. They rowed hard to try to
get to land. Even though their intentions were noble, it was not what God wants them to
do. They found out that you cannot fight against the will of God — however noble their
intentions were.

Remember with Daniel and the lion’s den, what happened to those who went against God
and accused Daniel; they were themselves cast into the lion’s den.

Remember with Queen Esther. What happened to Haman who went against God and tried
to kill the Jews? He was hung instead of Mordecai. So you cannot fight against God.
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These sailors having found that it was God’s will to throw Jonah overboard tried to do
things their way. In the end, they had to comply.

So when Jesus said in John 14:6 “| am the way, the truth, and the life; no one comes to the
Father except through Me”, He meant exactly just that. A lot of denominations in the world
however think that they know better. They pray to the Virgin Mary, they pray to St Peter or
St John or St Paul or even Mother Theresa. They are in fact fighting against God and his
will.

When the apostle Peter said to the people on the day of Pentecost that they need to
Repent and be Baptised, he means exactly just that. Again a lot of denominations in the
world think that they know better. They say that all you have to do is just believe and call
upon the Lord and you will be saved. What do you think that they are doing? They are
simply fighting against God and we learn from here that you cannot fight against God. You
will lose — everytime!. You cannot fight against God.

Point No.5 — God will be glorified regardless.

Look at verse 16. God used Jonah to accomplish his will and taught these sailors about
God even though Jonah had not intended to do so.

Let’s read verse 17. God uses a lot of things to accomplish his task. In this case, it is a big
fish. Now there’s a lot of conjecture as to what this great fish is. Some may say it is a
whale which could get as big as 40m long or a whale shark which could get to be 15m
long. Both of these fishes could easily fit Jonah in its belly.

However it could also be a one off special fish which God created specially for Jonah. |
mean God could create the world and the universe so what’s so difficult about creating a
fish for this one occasion.

Now here is something that reveals the sort of person Jonah is. In verse 17 we read that
“Jonah was in the belly of the fish for three days and three nights”. So how long was he in
the belly? Three days and three nights!!!

Talk about being stubborn!! It's only after 3 days and 3 nights in the fish belly that Jonah
decided to give in and started to pray to God. | often wondered what he did during the 3
days and 3 nights. Could he be sulking? That's a long time to be sulking. | am sure that it
would not have been pleasant in the fish belly. Later on in chapter 2, we read about what it
is like to be in the fish’s belly.

If it was me, after 3 minutes, | would be begging God to help me. Here Jonah lasted 3

days and 3 nights before he gave in and prayed to God. Jonah was a very stubborn man
indeed.

Chapter 2 — Prayer, Running to God.

Read verses 1 to 4. The worst thing that can ever happen to anyone is this: - when we
have been cast out of God’s sight. Of all the things that’s happening to Jonah — the floods
surrounding him, weeds wrapped around his head, etc. etc, he considers this to be the
worst.
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The same can be said for us. Because of our sins we are separated from God. We were
out of God’s sight. But that does not need to be so because our Lord and saviour, Jesus
Christ came down and gave his life for us as a ransom to pay our debt (Mark 10:45). As a
result we are now justified (Rom 3:24) before

God and is now able to be reconciled to Him (Rom 5:10). Isn’t that wonderful what our
Lord is willing to do for us!!

Continuing with our reading - verses 5 to 9. Now Jonah recognised that he has no hope

and there is nothing he can do. He is totally powerless. So he completely cast himself at
the mercy of God.

Sometimes it's the same with us. God says He cares about us yet we don't really trust God
enough to completely put our faith into Him. It is when we are at the lowest point, at our
weakest: in other words, sometimes we have to hit rock bottom before we realised that the
true source of strength comes from God — just like what Jonah is doing now. God’s
patience and kindness is demonstrated yet again here, in that Jonah has been
disobedient, yet God still hears his prayer and still answers his prayer. Verse 10 “So the
Lord spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land”.

Chapter 3 — Preaching. Running with God.
Now Jonah is going to put his will in harmony with God.

Let's read verse 1 to verse 3. Notice how God never harps on the past. God didn't say “I
told you to go to Nineveh and you didn't go, now | am telling you again...”. God just simply
comes to Jonah, never reminded him of what has happened in the past and said, “Arise,
go to Nineveh...”. How gracious is our God!!!

Continuing with our reading - verse 3 to 9.

If there was ever a great preacher who is able to convert people; Jonah must be the
greatest. No one else in the bible could convert everyone in the one city. Everybody from
the king down to the peasant repented; turned from their evil ways and from their violence.

They heard the message and they believed and more than that, they repented and
because they repented, what did God do? Read verse 10 — “The God saw their works that
they turned from their evil way; and God relented from the disaster that He had said He
would bring upon them, and He did not do it”.

In Jeremiah 18:7-10 “The instance | speak concerning a nation, and concerning a
kingdom, to pluck up, to pull down, and to destroy it, if that nation, against whom | have
spoken, turns from its evil, | will relent of the disaster that | thought to bring upon it. And the
instant | speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it, if it
does evil in My sight, so that it does not obey My voice, then | will relent concerning the
good, with which | said | would benefit it.”

It is never too late to repent. If we repent and turn to God, we will be forgiven. If we do not
repent, well, we will not be forgiven.

Chapter 4 — Complaint. Running ahead of God.

Now you would think that the deliverance of Nineveh from doom is the climax of the story.
But this is not the case. In fact this is a common characteristic of God. Remember the
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story of the prodigal son, you would think that because the prodigal son has come to his
senses and realise his error and being allowed to reconcile with his father, that it'’s the end
of the story. Instead Jesus puts in a twist about the elder brother. Here it's the same. The
deliverance of Nineveh is not the end of the story. The most important lesson from the
book of Jonah deals with God’s people; in this case it is Jonah.

One can do the will of God without doing it with the right attitude.

Let's read verse 1.

Why was Jonah angry? Well, Jonah wanted God to judge Nineveh because they are the
enemy of the Jews. The prophets Hosea and Amos both prophesized that Assyria would
invade and defeat Israel (Hosea 11:5 and Amos 5:27). So Jonah told God why he was
angry.

Read verse 2 - . A gracious and merciful God, slow to anger and abundant in loving-
kindness, one who relents from doing harm — isn’t that exactly what we want our God to
be!ll Yet, because of these good qualities of God, Jonah was angry.

There’s a saying “The heart of every problem, is the problem of the heart’ and that
where Jonah'’s problem is.

Sometimes even the best of people, people such as Jonah, wishes calamity on the
wicked, but God does not. How often do you hear people say “l wish you would just drop
dead” or “I think you should just go and jump off the Westgate”.

Jonah was so angry he said in verse 3 “Therefore now, O Lord, please take my life from
me for it is better for me to die than to live”.

But God did not rebuke Jonah, instead in verse 4 — Then the Lord said, “Is it right for you
to be angry?”. So God proceeded to teach Jonah.

Read verse 5 and 6. This is the only time we read that Jonah was happy. Why was he
happy? Because he was physically comfortable!!. He doesn'’t care about what God wants.
He was happy about the plant but not happy about the repenting city of Nineveh.

Read verse 7 to verse 9 - God asked Jonah in verse 4 “it is right for you to be angry”. Now
God is asking Jonah “is it right for you to be angry about the plant?” Jonah’s answer was
the same “| am so angry | could die”.

Read verse 10 - This verse shows the contrast between the way man thinks and the way
God thinks.

Man becomes concerned and disturbed when that which directly affects him is
compromised (In Jonah’s case, it’s the plant). But when that which is much greater value
and does not directly affect him is compromised (in this case it's the souls of the
Ninevites), he is unconcerned.

In other words, Mankind can be very self-centred. So what is more important? My own
comfort or the souls of many many other people; even our enemies.

God says in verse 11 “and should | not spare Nineveh, that great city, in which are more
than one hundred and twenty thousand persons who cannot discern between their right
hand and their left hand.”

To God, the souls of people are worth everything.
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Jesus said in Matthew16:26 “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world
and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?”

This needs to be our primary concern — our own soul and the souls of others.

John 3:16 — “ For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

The book of Jonah. It is one of the greatest book of the old testament. There are so many
lessons which we could learn for it.

Conclusion

To conclude my lesson, earlier | describe the standard outline of the book:
Chapter 1:- Disobedience, Running away from God.

Chapter 2:- Prayer, Running to God.

Chapter 3:- Preaching, Running with God

Chapter 4:- Complaint, Running ahead of God.

| want to ask all of you now, where are you in your live now with respect to God? It is my
prayer and hope that you are not running away from God. Certainly pray and run to God
with all our needs and be out there preaching and running with God. It is my prayer that
you do not complain and definitely not run ahead of God.
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The Book of JONAH

oduction
The little book of Jonah tells the story of what occurs when God says, "Go/" and man says
"No!" It is an account of a patriot-prophet who resigns his position and goes A.W.0.L,

without Divine permission. And, interestingly enough, it illustrates how it is possible
for everyone to obey God except the one person you would expect - the preacher!

1.

However, the book involves so much more. Generally, we focus so much attention on
the "fish” that we fail to distinguish the real significance of the book. Forget
the fish. We have looked so long at the great fish that we have failed to see the
great God!

a. At the heart of these four chapters is not the man or the fish or even the city
itself. Those ingredients are there, yes, but only because they relate to the
central theme of the prophecy - the compassion of Jehovah for all peoples!

Here we see the 0ld Testament parable of the Prodigal Son. Here we see God is not

so much a respector of persons as He is a respector of character. Here we see how

God is slow to punish and quick to pardon when there is penitence. Here we see God's

care for all His creation. And here, as in no other book, is observed the divine

longsuffering - longsuffering with an entire nation; longsuffering with one man.

a. The central message of Jonah is nowhere better summarized than by the words of
Peter in his second letter 3:9:

The Load is not sdow about His piomLAe, as dome count sdow-
ness, but is patient toward you, |not wishing foa any to per-
{sh but Lo all to come to nepenfance.

b. An 01d Testament prophet needed to leérn that lesson. Nearly 3,000 years later
we need to do the same.

FACT or FICTION? '

A,

The book of Jonah - is it real history or'mythical allegory? Was Jonah a real person?
Was he really swallowed by a great fish as the book declares? Did he really convert

a whole city thus diverting Divine judgement? Or... is the book merely fictional?
Suffice it to say that the book of Jonah, 'more than any other book of scripture, has

tive evidences for the historicity of Jonah and his book:

EEeen the butt of the scoffer and a prime target for the critic. Consider these pos-

Is Jonah historical? He certainly is! Read 1:1. Do we read anywhere else of

wi.
%< such a person? We certainly do! See 2 Kings 14:25. Now king Jeroboam II was a

real enough person. He was, in fact, the greatest and longest reigning monarch

of the northern nation. And all of his advances and military accomplishments

took place exactly as predicted by his prophetic advisor - Jonah, the son of

Amittai.

a. As a result Jonah was probably known to the Assyrians as a political advisor
to king Jeroboam.

b. The 2 Kings passage also fixes a time to the ministry of Jonah - 790-750 B.C.
(the reign of Jeroboam II), thus, making him a contemporary with Hosea and

Amos. - . :
2. 1Is the narrative historical? Thure is nothing in the text to suggest otherwise.
This is no mythical — 'Once upon a time in a faraway land...” Rather, the book

describes real people, places, and events in the historical context. It is a
narrative of true happenings; a small bit of real history.
a. Furthermore, it is unreasonable to believe that a Jew would ever invent a
story representing God showing mercy towards the Gentiles.
3. Is the fish historical? Could it happen? The obvious answer for all who believe
in God, is that of couwnde it could! - for if God created all the fish in the seas,
He could very easily create one specifically for the purpose of swallowing and
preserving Jonah. Has it ever happened before? Yes!
a. Consider the account related by the scientific editor of the Journal des
Debats of Paris: (156)
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“In February 1891, the whale-ship Star of the East was in the
vicinity of the Falkland Islands, and the look-out sighted a large
sperm whale three miles away. Two boats were lowered, and in a
short time one of the harpooners was enabled to spear the fish. The
second boat attacked the whale, but was upset by a lash of its tail,
and the men thrown into the sea, one being drowned, and another,
James Bartley, having disappeared, could not be found. The whale
was killed, and in a few hours the great body was lying by the ship’s
side, and the crew busy with the axes and spades removing the blubber.
They worked all day and part of the night. Next day they attached
some tackle to the stomach, which was hoisted on deck. The sailors
were startled by spasmodic signs of life, and inside was found the
missing sailor, doubled up and unconscious. He was laid on the deck
and treated to a bath of sea-water which soon revived him; but his
mind was not clear, and he was placed in the captain’s quarters, where
he remained two weeks a raving lunatic. He was kindly and carefully
treated by the captain, and by the officers of the ship, and gradually
gained possession of his senses. At the end of the third week he had
entirely recovered from the shock, and resumed his duties.

“During his sojourn in the whale’s stomach Bartley's skin, where
exposed to the action of the gastric juice, underwent a striking change.
His face, neck, and hands were bleached to a deadly whiteness, and
took on the appearance of parchment. Bartley affirms that he would
probably have lived inside his house of flesh until he starved, for he
lost his senses through fright and not from lack of air.”

b. For those still skeptical, I would advise a trip to Washington, D.C. and the
Smithsonian Institute's Museum of Natural History where off to the left of
the main entrance lobby is displayed a 30,000 pound sperm whale captured off

- the Florida Keys in 1912. It is 45 feet in length having a mouth 38 inches

wide and at the time of its capture held a 1,500 pound black fish in it's
stomach.

c. To argue - "Could it happen?” in reference to Jonah's experience is on par
with the mentality of arguing the possibility of the four minute mile. IT
HAS ALREADY BEEN DONE! To argue otherwise is to go against all fact and
reason.

B. Jesus and Jonah.
1. Perhaps the greatest evidence for the historicity of the Jonah account is that
Christ conclusively confirms it! See Matt. 12:38-41 and Luke 11:30-32. _
a. As to whether it could happen we have seen that it could. As to whether it
did happen we have the confirmatory word of the infallible Christ Himself.
Like the popular bumper sticker:

;,':‘;-1_;_ SR = “':;;7-_'-‘__; One more thing...

éi-i , HE SAID IT... ~ The ability or inability to accept a
gl . I BELIEVE IT... L= minacle depends on whether on not one
> © THAT SETTLES IT! - =, spells his God with a capital "G."

s T How do you think Jonah spelled it?

II. THE OUTLINE

A. The little story is in four parts which correspond to the four chapters. It can be

easily divided in several ways -

Ch. 1 - Running From God Disobedience Fleeing From God
Ch. 2 - Running 7o God o~ Preservation __ 3 Praying To God

Ch. 3 - Running W.ith God Proclamation Speaking For God
Ch. 4 - Running Ahead of God Correction Learning Of God
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THE COMPASSION OF CGOD
R

I. Ch. 1 - Jonah and the Ship - Paotesting
II. Ch. 2 - .Jonah and the Fish - Praying
IITI. Ch. 3 - Jonah and t$e City - Preaching
IV. Ch. 4 - Jonah and tﬁe Lord - Pouting

- |

Why Did Jonah Flee? Poor Jonah is surely!the most misunderstood personality in the

Bible. The common idea is that Jonah out of cowardly fear refused to preach in the

Assyrian capital city and thus fled from his commission. Yet, such a view of the man

is most unfortunate and is totally inconsistent with what one finds in the book. For

example, on board ship he shows utter fearlessness of death, himself urging the sai-
lors to throw him overboard! Such an one is no coward. What, then, is the zeal rea-
son Jonah fled, rather than deliver his message to Nineveh?

1. The answer is found in Jonah's own words in 4:1-2. Jonah fled because he did
not want Jehovah to spare Nineveh! Jonah was ready to forfeit his prophetic
office, prepared to flee to Spain in exile, prepared even to die if necessary,
rather than see Nineveh spared!

a. Jonah was given a mssion and a message and obviously cared little for either.

2. And what was the causc motivating the prophet's thinking? There were two awesome
facts about Assyria which gave Jonah a vehement dread that judgement on Nineveh
might be averted.

a. Fiast, Assyria was the rising world-power destined to destroy Israel; and
Jonah knew this.

b. Second, the notorious brutality of the Assyrians was such as to make all
neighboring peoples shudder. There were well known for their hideous cruelty
to conquered peoples. They were the German Nazis of their day. They had a
unquenching thirst and lust for blood and vengeance. Pyramids of human heads
lined the streets in honor of the conquering Assyrian monarch. Men were im-
paled, flayed alive, blinded, deprived of their hands, feet, eyes, ears, and
noses, etc.

1) Every man in Israel knew these things. Jonah most certainly did for he
came from the border-town of Gath-hepher, and may have witnessed some
Assyrian savageries. Hear another prophet speak of the Israeli attitude
toward their northern neighbor in Nahum 3:1-3,18. There is no pity in
Nahum's voice. He felt exactly as did Jonah!

3. Besides knowing of the Assyrian savagery, the prophet knew that Assyria was the
nation predicted to destroy his beloved homeland and people. Twenty years prior
Isaiah had prophesied as much (see Isaiah 7:17 and Hosea 9:3; 10:6; 11:5). . Yes,
Jonah knew the bitter role Assyria was to play; thus, when the almost "to good
to be #we' divine announcement came to him, that Nineveh was to be destroyed in
forty days, his heart must have felt a sudden sense of relief.

a. Never had he received any happier news - for we must not overlook the fact
that besides being a prophet he was a patriot, a patriot who loved his native
land and native people.

4. There was one thought in Jonah's mind: if Nineveh perished - Israel was saved!
However, there was one thing Jonah feared - Jehovah was a merciful God; and if
Nineveh repented she would be sparred and Israel lost. If only he could be sure
that Nineveh might not be sparred. If only she never received Jehovah's warn—
ing. If only...

Jonah's Choice. Jonah now must make the costliest choice of his life. He must choose
between suffering the divine vengeance upon himself for disobeying orders, and thus
save Israel; or else he must go to Nineveh, and possibly cause the salvation of the
city, which would result in Israel's ruin.
1+ He had made a decision. He would rather flee than risk delivering the message.

He would sacrifice himself so that Israel might be saved.

a. IHis action is regrettable. His motive is touchingly heroic.

2. One more thought...Jonah probably was not the last preacher to Lind a ship for
Fawshish nathen than face Nineveh!
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III.

THE ACCOUNT

A

Jonah and the Storm - Protediing!/ Now for the text itself. Read verses 1-7.
Mhen one sets out to baffle God, there is bound to be a stoam!" Jonah know that
the storm came Occause of him. Three times it is stated that Jonah was "fleeing
Zrom the presence of the Load” (vs.3,10). These words are not meant to imply that
Jonah was under the delusion that he could sail to a place where God was not (see
vs.8-9). Jonah knew the writings of his nation and was especially a student of the
Psalms as evidenced from his prayer in chapter two. No doubt he knew of David's
139th Psalm and the omniscience, omnipresence, and omnipotence of Israel's God.
No, Jonah certainly was not imagining the possibility of out-sailing God!
1. What was it then? Jonah's going out "fzom the presence of the Load" was his
renunciation of his prophetic standing before Jehovah. When Jonah arose to
flee to Tarshish, he was, in essence, turning in his resignation and prophctic

mantle.

a. "Get up, call upon youn God..." echoes the frightened captain. However, at
this moment Jonah had no God to call upon. He was the only atheist on
board.

b. In verse 8 the sailors shot a series of questions to the prophet in rapid-
fire succession. They sought a confession from this stranger.

2. See verses 10-12. Here we see that Jonah was no coward. Had he been such he
would have begged the sailors to let him remain on board till the ship went to
pieces. But he was to manly to permit others to perish on his account, and to
honest to try and escape the fate he deserved.

3. And verses 13-16. For the first time in their lives these paganistic seamen
prayed to Jehovah and made vows of service to Him. Thus fan the flight of Jonah
had resulted in some good - the conversion of the seamen.

a. And don't you know these sailors had a story to tell upon arriving at port.
They certainly would not have proceeded with their intended voyage for all
their carpo was lost and boat damaged. In all probability they returned to
Joppa. One wonders if they had seen the fish appear and swallow Jonah.

And we can't help but wonder how far the story circulated - perhaps as far
as Nineveh, before even Jonah himself arrived there!

Jonah and the Fish - Paaying. Chapter 2 should really begin with 1:17. The swallow-

ing of Jonah by the fish was not an act of divine punishment but one of divine pre-

servation. From the belly of the fish Jonah prayed? What would you have done?

1. See verse 5. Seawceds were entangled about his head and face to the extent that
it was impossible to move. Added to this discomfort, there would be about him
the remains of whatever the great fish had last eaten. The stench of smell, the
slime of feel, the gasping for air...all would lend a feeling that death would
arrive at any moment.

2. Read verses 6-9. Someone well said that there are times when we must go into the
lowest depths that we may regain a living faith.

a. It was there in the bowels of that fish, that Jonah came to understand with
vividness the folly and futility of disobeying God. Jonah asked for another
chance. He got it (vs.10).

3. Jonah learned, and through his experience millions have learned, that when God
enjoins a disagrecabie duty, it is far easier to go and do it than to run away

from it.
a. Thus, from his Gethsemane experience he would now be better able to say,
"Thy will be done..." Jonah was born again. He got another chance.

Jonah and the City - Preaching. And now with what pleasure the revengeful prophet
announces his warning to the city. Three times God refers to Nineveh as "that great
city.” It was the Assyrian capital city having a population of nearly one million
and was some 80 miles in circumference. The walls of the city were 100 feet high,
flanked by 1,500 towers, each 200 feet high. Four chariots could drive abreast upon
the walls. Located on the banks of the Tigris it was one of the greatest and most
ancient cities (see Genesis 10:11) of antiquity. It would take Jonah three days to
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preach in each district of the city (vs.3). VYet, he preached and the people repented

(vs.4-10) .

1. Are we to belicve that the whole population of this vast metropolis repented at
the preaching of this lone prophet from dispised Israel? Yes! The reason why
Jonah's appearance and preaching in Nineveh caused quite a stir is given in our
Lord's words of Luke 11:29-30.

a. Jonah was a "sign” to the Ninevites. Yet, how could he have been a sign to
them if they did not know of Jonah's experiences?

2, Here we must do a little reading between the lines. Remember those sailors?

What a tale they had had to tell. And their damaged boat and missing cargo was

at least partial proof of the mysterious God-sent storm. Along the Mediterranean

seacoast much Assyrian commerce was d?ne. No doubt the Jonah story was told far

and wide. |

a. But what of the fcelings of all, when the supposedly drowned Jonah appeared
himself and recounted his experience and then announced his intention of now
going to Nineveh. How could it bé otherwise than that this phenomenal story
should reach Nineveh before ever Jonah got there!

3. Not only that, but Jonah's experience,in the fish would no doubt have left a
bleached appearance about him - thus, his visual appearance in a very superstitious
city would have indeed been a solemn "4ign” to the astonished Ninevites.

a. There is no real reason why we should not believe that Nineveh's repentance
took place just as the book of Jonah describes, and just as Jesus declared -
Matt. 12:41.

Jonah and the Lord - Pouting. It isn't until chapter four that we see the real message

of the book. Here we see a glimpse of a dialogue between Jonah and the Lord.

1. Note verse 1-3. Jonah is not only "displeased” and "angw' but his dismay at
Israel's dismal future, now that Nineveh is to be sparred, so overcomes him that
he prays for death. He is tenderly reproved by the Lord in verse 4 and with per-
haps a faint gleam of hope for Nineveh's demise he goes out east of the city to
"s0e what would happen” (vs.5). Here Jehovah patiently and tenderly reasoned
with llis servant using three things - a plant, a worm, a wind.

a. Verse 6, Here is a miracle-plant produced to provide shade and comfort for
the discouraged prophet.

b. Verse 7. Next, a God-appointed worm causes the plant to wither, thus, leaving
Jonah exposed to the sun again.

c. Verse 8. Finally, a "scoaching east wind” was produced which caused Jonah to
faint. This was not the nice refreshing tropical breeze but a dust-laden
ainocco, or hot wind, which often strikes that part of the world. It is a hot-
almost suffocating kind of wind from which all hasten to tale shelter.

2. Poor Jonah, discouraged at the thought of Israel's dark future now that Nineveh
is sparred, facing the glare of a merciless desert sun made worse by the sultry
girocco — yearns only for one thing: death.

a. He was angry because Nineveh was NOT destroyed. Now he is angry because the
plant WAS destroyed! However, he is aroused by the voice of God in verse 9-11.

3. God makes His point to His servant and the book comes to a close.

{v. JONAH AS A TYPE

A.

Jonah typically anticipates the death, burial and nesurrection of Chaist. Why was
Jonah retained in the fish for "three days and three nights?" 1If the fish had served
Jehovah's purpose of preventing drowning, might not the prophet have been discharged
without further delay? Jesus has given us the "why'" in Matt. 12:40.
1. And...as Jonah came forth from the grave (in a figure) with a renewed spirit to
- preach, so did Christ arise from the tomb with a message to be distributed to the
whole world - "“to the Jew finst, and also to the Greek. "
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~clusion
The book of Jonah was ncver wrillen merely to lell us the story of Jonah as an end in
itself. Rather, we are told about this man and this cilty because of what 1t reveals
to us of God. Jonah nceded to lcarn thal God's special favor toward Israel did not mean
A lesser love for other peoples. The eléction of the one nation did not mean the re-
jection of all others. Israel had been chosen - yes, but not for her sake alone, but
to the end that she might become a blessing Lo all pcoples.

2.@®vYou observe the attitude of Jonah and you sce reflected there the spirit of the elder
brother who was angry that his younger brother had returned to enjoy his Ffather's favor
and forgivencss.

@ You look at the attitude of Jonah and sec that spirit demonstrated by the Pharisces
who brought the woman taken in adultery to Jesus to be condemned.

@®O0r their spirit when they condemncd our Lord for liis association with the loath-
some publicans and sinners.

®0r th e disposition of the self-rightous Pharisee who prayed, "God, J thank
thee that J am not Like other men...”

Look at these and you see Jonahg

3. Jonah needed Lo learn the lesson of the "Vineveh assigmment.” God loves all human creatures
and dosen't wish for any to perish. That included Nineveh. That included Israel. That
includes America. That includes the Soviet Union. That includes Mexico. That includes
Japan. That includes the Philippine I[slands... Brethren, let's not let our patriotism
over-rule our obligation to deliver the salvation message to all pcoples of all nations
vegardless of Lthe color or their skin or the language of their tongue.

a. Read again 4:11 and remember the little song you learned ycars ago. It'sstill true!

. Jasus loves the Little childien,
AdL the childrien of the world -
Red and Yellow, Black and White,
They are preciows in His sight,
Tosws doves the Little children
[ 0{: the world!

b. God cares for the souls of every person. Do you?
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b. Malachi pruphccies that when 'he Messiah comes He will purify and refine
His people in nrder that thcv be made righteous.

D. The Eternal Princivie »f Givina, 3:10. Here is the:
1. Call of God R "Brir, e whole tithe..."
2. Challenge of God "Tesd oo
3. Paomise of God > "] wil! open the windows of heaven...”
4, Result, > AL neicions widd cald you blessed...”
a. The eternal principle of givir:? Man gives and God windows! See Psa. 37:25.

Is this just an 01d Testament principle? See Matt. 6:33.

E. A Study on the Law, 4:4-5
1. The law defincd? “atatutes and . :linances”
2. The law began? "in Horeb"” (Sina.)
3. The law was for? "all Janael”
4. The law would end? vs.5 - John the Baptist in preparing the way for the Mussiahb
also prepared the way for the end ol the law of Moses. Sece John 1:17.

-Conclusion

1.

Thus, the 0l1d Testament leaves us with a {'inal promise of the coming of the Messiah.
The very first promise and the very lagi n the Old Testament, concerns HIM. And,
yet, what a wealth of material lies in butween. From Genesis to Malachi the 01d
Testament story is a story of a coming Sav lor - Jesus Christ our Lord.

And, so, the prophecy of Malachi brings Jown the curtain on the 0ld Testament with a
final reminder that sin must be dealt with. When the New Testament opens the scenc
will be set for the Onu who alone can curu man's sin.

One final thought - God takes care of lli» own. Read 3:16-18. Are YOU serving God"
-
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THE MINOR PROPHETS - JONAH 2K
LESSON 6

INTRODUCTION:
1. Read the book of Jonah.
2. The book of Jonah is unlike the other minor prophets in that there is no prophetic
“"burden.” It is chiefly an account of the life of the prophet Jonah.
3. Jack Lewis in his book "The Minor Prophets’ lists several things about Jonah that were
_not” true of the other minor prophets<e
_a. "Jonah is theyonly minor prophet in whose career the miraculous plays a prominent
rule.,"”
He is the "only one whose major activity is on foriegn soil."
c. He is the "only one who preaches exclusively to a foreign people.®
d. "Jomah i ) stament character represented as taking a trip on the
tiediterranean."”
e. '"Jonah is also the only minor prophet mentioned by Jesus and is the only 01d
T Téstament character likened by the Lord to himself. (Matt. 12:38-41; 16:4; Luke 11

29-32)."
4. 1In this study let's consider:
DISCUSSION:

I. GOD GAVE A COMM{ISSION TO JONAH. Jonah 1:2; 3:2.

A. Jonah preached during the days of Jereboam I1X. (2 Rom, 14:25).

B. He was told to go to Ninewveh, a city approximately 500 miles east of Palestine,
but he sought to flee to Tarshish, a city about 2, 000 miles west of Palestine.

(C. Jonah's main reason for not wanting to go to Nineveh is most surprising. "He
makes it quite plain that it was not preaching to Nineveh that he minded, nor the
dangers and hardships of the journey, but it was the possibility that the people
might repent and be spared that he resented. He was afraid of God's mercy, and
fear drove him to Tarshish. If he did not preach to Nineveh, then the people
would not repent, and God would have no alternative but to destroy Nineveh."

(Jack Lewis)

1. "And he prayed unto the Lord, and said, I pray thee, O Lord, was not this my
saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish:
for I kuew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, STow to anger, and of

reat kinduess. and repentest thee of the evil. Therefore now, O Lord, take,
I besc ce, uy life—fromme:—for it is hettor Fof me o e rhangig_l;ve."
(Jonah 4:2,3)

2. Jonah was in 'the peculiar position of being a preacher who hoped he would

not succeed.”

[P. Jonah carrie S when God spoke to him the secondtime. Jonah-322.
1. He went to Ninmeveh and cried "Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be destroyed.”
Jonah 3:4.

2. The people of Nineveh believed Jonah and turned from their evil deeds and God
changed his mind about the destruction of the city. Jonah 3:5-10.
II. SOME INTEMESTING LFSDGNo dNb HIGHLIGHTS OF THE BGOK OF JOMAH.

¥ s ”But the Lord gent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty

tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken...So they took up
Jonah; and cast him forth into the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging."”
(1:4,15).

2. '""Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was
in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.” (1:17).
a. Jesus accepted the account of the fish swallowed Jonah and him living.
b. Jonah was in the fish's belly "three days and three nights.” 1:17

3. "And the Lord God prepared a gourd, and made it to come up over Jonah, that
it might be a shadow over his head, to deliver him from his grief. So Jonah
was exceeding glad of the gourd.” (4:6).
a. The gourd was to provide comfort for Jonah.
b. He was exceeding glad.
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4, "But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, and it smote the
gourd that it withered.” (4:7).
5. "And it came %o pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a vehement
east wind; and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished
%n h%mself to die, and said It is better for me to die than to live."
4:8).
B. God's attitude toward Winevch shows God's great love for the world. Cf. Jn. 3:16.
1. Jonah thought of God only as God of the Jews and was unwilling to share him
. with others. T
2. Too many today limit God to certain race or nation.

C. Jonah's attitude toward Nineveh shows the typical attitude of too many people

=

about lo ey ) WOmen.

THE MINOR PROPHETS ~ JONAIl
QUESTIONS ON LESSON SIX

TRUE OK FALSE

x. Jonah is mentioned nowhere else in the Bible except in this book.

2. The c¢ity of Niﬁeveh and the city of Tarshish were approximately 2500 miles
apart.,

3. Jonah was asleep while the storm was raging.

4, The sailors asked Jonah five questions.

5. _ The sailors didn’t try to save the ship.

6, There was nothing unusual about the fish that swallowed Jonah.

Ts While in the fish's belly Jonah stated that he would look again toward
the temple.

B God didn't need to speak to Jonah the second time.

9. Jonah's sermon consisted of 8 words.

10. Jonah's preaching got great results,

11. God changed his mind about the destruction of Nineveh.

12 Jonah was happy that Nineveh was éaved.

13. Jonah was more concerned over the death of the gourd than the people in
Nineveh.

14. There were at least 20,000 people in Nineveh.

THOUGHT AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Jonah prophesied during the days of what king? (2 KRgs. 14:25)

2. Why did God command Jonah to preach at Nineveh?

3. Read carefully Jonah 1:3 and Jonah 4:1-3 and decide the real reason Jonah tried to

flee to Tarshish., Think!
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4, Name at least five different miracles that are named in this book.

a,

5. How did the sailors know that Jonah was fleeing from the Lord‘s presence?

How did they decide who was responsible

for the great storm?

6. How long was Jonah in the fish's belly?

How did the Lord use this incident in the New Testament? (Matt. 12:39,40)

)
Did the Lord accept the account of Jonah?a real historical event?

7. How many times is Nineveh referred to as "a great city" in this book?
y g ¥

How far had Jonah gone into the city when he began to preach?

8. What three things did the people of Nineveh do when they heard God's message?

a. b.

C.

9, In Jonah 3:10, we read "And CGod saw their works, that they turned from their evil way.,.

Matt. 12:41 says they did what at Jonah's preaching?

10. How would the people of Jonah's generation condemn the people of Christ's generation?

(Matt. 12:41)

11. What did God go when he saw Nineveh's repentance?

Does this show that prophecy was conditional? (Read

Jeremiah 18:7-10).
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12. VWhy was Jonah so displeased?

Did Jonah really want the city to repent?

e e et et e e

13. Why did Jonah go out of the city and sit down?

14, Why did God prepare a gourd for Jonah?

What happened to the gourd?

What was Jonah's reaction?

15. How did God use the gourd incident to teach Jonah a lesson about his change of mind

toward WNineveh?




The Book of JONAH

Introduction

The little book of Jonah tells the story of what occurs when God says, "Go!" and man says

"No!" It is an account of a patriot-prophet who resigns his position and goes A.W.0.L.
without Divine permission. And, interestingly enough, it illustrates how it is possible
for everyone to obey God except the one person you would expect - the preacher!

1.

DY

A.

However, the book involves so much more. Generally, we focus so much attention on
the "Zish” that we fail to distinguish the real significance of the book. Forget
the fish. We have looked so long at the great fish that we have failed to see the
great God!

a. At the heart of these four chapters is not the man or the fish or even the city
itself. Those ingredients are there, yes, but only because they relate to the
central theme of the prophecy - the compassion of Jehovah for all peoples!

Here we see the 0ld Testament parable of the Prodigal Son. Here we see God is not

so much a respector of persons as He is a respector of character. Here we see how

God is slow to punish and quick to pardon when there is penitence. Here we see God's

care for all His creation. And here, as in no other book, is observed the divine

longsuffering - longsuffering with an entire nation; longsuffering with one man.

a. The central message of Jonah is nowhere better summarized than by the words of
Peter in his second letter 3:9:

The Lond is not sdow about His promise, as some count sdow-
ness, but is patient toward you, lnot wishing Lo _any to pen-
Lsh but Lor all to come %o aepenianca.

b. An 0ld Testament prophet needed to leérn that lesson. Nearly 3,000 years later
we need to do the same.

L. FACT or FICTION? l

The book of Jonah - is it real history or'mythical allegory? Was Jonah a real person?
Was he really swallowed by a great fish as the book declares? Did he really convert
a whole city thus diverting Divine judgement? Or... is the book merely fictional?
Suffice it to say that the book of Jonah, ‘more than any other book of scripture, has
een the butt of the scoffer and a prime target for the critic. Consider these pos-
t§tive evidences for the historicity of Jonah and his book: .
Is Jonah historical? He certainly is! Read 1:1. Do we read anywhere else of

wi.
€< such a person? We certainly do! See 2 Kings 14:25. Now king Jeroboam II was a

real enough person. He was, in fact, the greatest and longest reigning monarch

of the northern nation.” And all of his advances and military accomplishments

took place exactly as predicted by his prophetic advisor - Jonah, the son of

Amittai.

a. As a result Jonah was probably known to the Assyrians as a political advisor
to king Jeroboam.

b. The 2 Kings passage also fixes a time to the ministry of Jonah - 790-750 B.C.
(the reign of Jeroboam II), thus, making him a contemporary with Hosea and
Amos. ° . .

2. Is the narrative historical? Thcre is nothing in the text to suggest otherwise.
This is no mythical - "Once upon a time in a faraway land..." Rather, the book
describes real people, places, and events in the historical context. It is a
narrative of true happenings; a small bit of real history.

a. Furthermore, it is unreasonable to believe that a Jew would ever invent a
story representing God showing mercy towards the Gentiles.

3. Is the fish historical? Could it happen? The obvious answer for all who believe

in God, is that of course it could! - for if God created all the fish in the seas,

He could very easily create one specifically for the purpose of swallowing and

preserving Jonah. Has it ever happened before? Yes!

a. Consider the account related by the scientific editor of the Jouwal des
Debats of Paris: (156)

a



“In February 1891, the whale-ship Star of the LEast was in the
vicinity of the Falkland Islands, and the look-out sighted a large
sperm whale three miles away. Two boats were lowered, and in a
short time one of the harpooners was enabled to spear the fish. The
second boat attacked the whale, but was upset by a lash of its tail,
and the men thrown into the sea, one being drowned, and another,
James Bartley, having disappeared, could not be found. The whale
was killed, and in a few hours the great body was lying by the ship’s
side, and the crew busy with the axes and spades removing the blubber.
They worked all day and part of the night. Next day they attached
some tackle to the stomach, which was hoisted on deck. The sailors
were startled by spasmodic signs of life, and inside was found the
missing sailor, doubled up and unconscious. He was laid on the deck
and treated to a bath of sea-water which soon revived him:; but his
mind was not clear, and he was placed in the captain’s quarters, where
he remained two weeks a raving lunatic. He was kindly and carefully
treated by the captain, and by the officers of the ship, and gradually
gained possession of his senses. At the end of the third week he had
entirely recovered from the shock, and resumed his duties.

“During his sojourn in the whale’s stomach Bartley's skin, where
exposed to the action of the gastric juice, underwent a striking change.
His face, neck, and hands were bleached to a deadly whiteness, and
took on the appearance of parchment. Bartley affirms that he would
probably have lived inside his house of flesh until he starved, for he
lost his senses through fright and not from lack of air.”

b. For those still skeptical, I would advise a trip to Washington, D.C. and the
Smithsonian Institute's Museum of Natural History where off to the left of
the main entrance lobby is displayed a 30,000 pound sperm whale captured off

- the Florida Keys in 1912. It is 45 feet in length having a mouth 38 inches

wide and at the time of its capture held a 1,500 pound black fish in it's
stomach.

c. To argue - "Could it happen?" in reference to Jonah's experience is on par
with the mentality of arguing the possibility of the four minute mile. IT
HAS ALREADY BEEN DONE! To argue otherwise is to go against all fact and
reason.

B. Jesus and Jonah.
1. Perhaps the greatest evidence for the historicity of the Jonah account is that
Christ conclusively confirms it! See Matt. 12:38-41 and Luke 11:30-32. :
a. As to whether it cowld happen we have seen that it could. As to whether it
did happen we have the confirmatory word of the infallible Christ Himself.
Like the popular bumper sticker:

———— -

:;;;Q::j‘f lvj;-;fﬁzrf_‘*zifflfjfg_ One more thing...

_515:1_ , HE BAID LT,» . ~ The ability or inability to accept a
gl-- - I BELIEVE IT... s miracle depends on whether or not one
= ‘THAT SETTLES IT! - —. apells his God with a capital "G."

g @ R I e e e A :

— e How do you think Jonah spelled it?

II. THE OUTLINE

A. The little story isuin:four parts which correspond to the four chapters. It can be
easily divided in several ways -
Ch. 1 - Running From God Disobedience Fleeing From God
Ch. 2 - Running 7o God o Preservation _ 3 Praying To God
Ch. 3 - Running W.ith God Proclamation Speaking For God
Ch. 4 - Running Ahead of God Correction Learnning Of God
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IHE COMPASSION OF COD

I. Ch. 1 - Jonah and the Ship - Protesting
II. Ch. 2 - Jonah and the Fish - Paaying
III. Ch. 3 - Jonah and the City - Preaching
TV. Ch. 4 - Jonah and tbe Lord - Pouting

. |
Why Did Jonah Flee? Poor Jonah is surely{the most misunderstood personality in the

Bible. The common idea is that Jonah out of cowardly Lean refused to preach in the
Assyrlan capital city and thus fled from his commission. Yet, such a view of the man
is most unfortunate and is totally inconsistent with what one finds in the book. For
‘example, on board ship he shows utter fearlessness of death, himself urging the sai-
lors to throw him overboard! Such an one is no coward. What, then, is the zeal rea-
son Jonah fled, rather than deliver his message to Nineveh?

1. The answer is found in Jonah's own words in 4:1-2. Jonah fled because he did
not want Jehovah-to-spare Nineveh! Jonah was ready to forfeit his prophetic
office, prepared to flee to Spain in exile, prepared even to die if necessary,
rather than see Nineveh spared!

a. Jonah was given a mssion and a message and obviously cared little for either.

2. And what was the cause motivating the prophet's thinking? There were two awesome
facts about Assyria which gave Jonah a vehement dread that judgement on Nineveh
might be averted.

a. Fiwst, Assyria was the rising world-power destined to destroy Israel; and .
‘Jonah knew this.

b. TSecond, the notorious brutality of the Assyrians was such as to make all
nelghborlng peoples shudder. There were well known for their hideous cruelty
"to conquered peoples. They were the German Nazis of their day. They had a
unquenching thirst and lust for blood and vengeance. Pyramids of human heads
lined the streets in honor of the conquering Assyrian monarch. Men were im-
paled, flayed alive, blinded, deprived of their hands, feet, eyes, ears, and
noses, etc.

1) Every man in Israel knew these things. Jonah most certainly did for he
came. from the horder-town of Gath-hepher, and may have witnessed some
Assyrian savageries. Hear another prophet speak of the Israeli attitude
toward their northern neighbor in Nahum 3:1-3,19. There is no pity in
Nahum's voice. He felt exactly as did Jonah!

3. Besides knowing of the Assyrian savagery, the prophet knew that Assyria was the
nation predicted to destroy his beloved homeland and people. Twenty years prior
Isaiah had prophesied as much (see Isaiah 7:17 and Hosea 9:3; 10:6; 11:5). . Yes,
Jonah knew the bitter role Assyria was to play; thus, when the almost "to good
to be taue! divine announcement came to him, that Nineveh was to be destroyed in
forty days, his heart must have felt a sudden sense of relief.

a. Never had he received any happier news - for we must not overlook the fact
that besides being a prophet he was a patriot, a patriot who loved his native
land and native people.

4. There was one thought in Jonah's mind: if Nineveh perished - Israel was saved!
flowever, there was one thing Jonah feared - Jehovah was a merciful God; and if
Nineveh repented she would be sparred and Israel lost. If only he could be sure
that Nineveh might not be sparred. If only she never received Jehovah's warn-
ing. If only...

Jonah's Choice. Jonah now must make the costliest choice of his life. He must choose
between suffering the divine vengeance upon himself for disobeying orders, and thus
save Israel; or else he must go to Nineveh, and possibly cause the salvation of the
city, which would result in Israel's ruin.
1+ He had made a decision. He would rather flee than risk delivering the message.

He would sacrifice himself so that Israel might be saved.

a. His action is regrettable. His motive is touchingly heroic.
2. One more thought...Jonah probably was not the last preachen to Lind a ship for

Tanshish rathen than face Nineveh!
(158)




III.

THE ACCOUNT

A.

Jonah and the Storm - Protesting! Now for the text itself. Read verses 1-7.
Mken one 4ets out to baflle God, there is bound to be a stoam!" Jonah know that
the storm came becawse of him. Three times it is stated that Jonah was "Zleeing
Lrom_the presence of the Load"” (vs.3,10). These words are not meant to imply that
Jonah was under the delusion that he could sail to a place where God was not “(see
vs.8-9). Jonah knew the writings of his nation and was especially a student of the
Psalms as evidenced from his prayer in chapter two. No doubt he knew of David's
139th Psalm and the omniscience, omnipresence, and omnipotence of Israel's God.
No, Jonah certainly was not imagining the possibility of out-sailing God!
1. What was it then? Jonah's going out "from the presence of the Loard" was his
renunciation of his prophetic standing before Jehovah. When Jonah arose to
‘flee to Tarshish, he was, in essence, turning in his resignation and prophctic

mantle. ;

a. "Get up, call upon your God..." echoes the frightened captain. However, at
this moment Jonah had no God to call upon. He was the only atheist on
board.

b. In verse 8 the sailors shot a series of questions to the prophet in rapid-
fire succession. They sought a confession from this stranger.

2. See verses 10-12. Here we see that Jonah was no coward. Had he been such he
would have begged the sailors to let him remain on board till the ship went to
pieces. But he was to manly to permit others to perish on his account, and to
honest to try and escape the fate he deserved.

3. And verses 13-16. For the first time in their lives these paganistic seamen
prayed to Jehovah and made vows of service to Him. Thus far, the flight of Jonah
had resulted in some good - the conversion of the seamen.

a. And don't you know these sailors had a story to tell upon arriving at port.
They certainly would not have proceeded with their intended voyage for all
their cargo was lost and boat damaged. In all probability they returned to
Joppa. One wonders if they had seen the fish appear and swallow Jonah.

And we can't help but wonder how far the story circulated - perhaps as far
as Nineveh, before even Jonah himself arrived there!

Jonah and the Fish - Praging. Chapter 2 should really begin with 1:17. The swallow--
ing of Jonah by the fish was not an act of divine punishment but one of divine pre-
servation. From the belly of the fish Jonah prayed? What would you have done?

1. See verse 5. Seawceds were entangled about his head and face to the extent that
it was impossible to move. Added to this discomfort, there would be about him
the remains of whatever the great fish had last eaten. The stench of smell, the
slime of feel, the gasping for air...all would lend a feeling that death would
arrive at any moment.

2. Read verses 6-9. Someone well said that there are times when we must go into the
lowest depths that we may regain a living faith.

a. It was there in the bowels of that fish, that Jonah came to understand with
vividness the folly and futility of disobeying God. Jonah asked for another
chance. He got it (vs.10).

3. Jonah learned, and through his experience millions have learned, that when God
enjoins a disagrecable duty, it is far easier to go and do it than to run away

from it.
a. Thus, from his Gethsemane experience he would now be better able to say,
"Thy will be done...” Jonah was born again. He got another chance.

Jonah and the City - Preaching. And now with what pleasure the revengeful prophet

announces his warning to the city. Three times God refers to Nineveh as "that great
city." It was the Assyrian capital city having a population of nearly one million
and was some 80 miles in circumference. The walls of the city were 100 feet high,
flanked by 1,500 towers, each 200 feet high. Four chariots could drive abreast upon,
the walls. Located on the banks of the Tigris it was one of the greatest and most
ancient cities (see Genesis 10:11) of antiquity. It would take Jonah three days to
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?reach i? each district of the city (vs.3). Yet, he preached and the people repented

vs.4-10). :

1. Are we to belicve that the whole population of this vast metropolis repented at
the preaching of this lone prophet from dispised Israel? Yes! The reason why
Jonah's appearance and preaching in Nineveh caused quite a stir is given in our
Lord's words of Luke 11:29-30.

a. Jonah was a "4ign” to the Ninevites. Yet, how could he have been a sign to
‘them if they did not know of Jonah's experiences?

2. Here we must do a little reading between the lines. Remember those sailors?

What a tale they had had to tell. And their damaged boat and missing cargo was

at least partial proof of the mysterious God-sent storm. Along the Mediterranean

seacoast much Assyrian commerce was done. No doubt the Jonah story was told far
and wide.

a. But what of the fcelings of all, when the supposedly drowned Jonah appeared
himself and recounted his experience and then announced his intention of now
going to Nineveh. How could it bé otherwise than that this phenomenal story
should reach Nineveh before ever Jonah got there!

3. Not only that, but Jonah's experience, in the fish would no doubt have left a
bleached appearance about him - thus, his visual appearance in a very superstitious
city would have indeed becen a solemn "4ign” to the astonished Ninevites.

a. There is no real reason why we should not believe that Nineveh's repentance
took place just as the book of Jonah describes, and just as Jesus declared -
Matt. 12:41.

Jonah and the Lord - Pouting. It isn't until chapter four that we see the real message

of the book. Here we see a glimpse of a dialogue between-Jonah-and the Lord.

1. Note verse 1-3. Jonah is not only "displeased” and "angry" but his dismay at
Israel's dismal future, now that Nineveh is to be sparred, so overcomes him that
he prays for death. He is tenderly reproved by the Lord in verse 4 and with per-
haps a faint gleam of hope for Nineveh's demise he goes out east of the city to
"see what would happen'” (vs.5). . Here Jehovah patiently and tenderly reasoned
with lis servant using three things - a plant, a worm, a wind.

a. Verse 6, Here is a miracle-plant produced to provide shade and comfort for
“the discouraged prophet.

b. Verse 7. Next, a God-appointed worm causes the plant to wither, thus, leaving
Jonah exposed to the sun again.

c. Verse 8. Finally, a "4conching easz wind" was produced which caused Jonah to
faint. This was not the nice refreshing tropical breeze but a dust-laden
sinocco, or hot wind, which often strikes that part of the world. It is a hot-
almost suffocating kind of wind from which all hasten to take shelter.

2. Poor Jonah, discouraged at the thought of Israel's dark future now that Nineveh
is sparred, facing the glare of a merciless desert sun made worse by the sultry
sinocco - yearns only for one thing: death.

a. He was angry because Nineveh was NOT destroyed. Now he is angry because the
plant WAS destroyed! However, he is aroused by the voice of God in verse 9-11.

3. God makes His point to His servant and the book comes to a close.

tv. JONAH AS A TYPE. ™

A

F

-

Jonah typically anticipates the death, burial and resurrection of Chnist. Why was
Jonah retained in the fish for "fhree days and three nights?" 1If the fish had serve
Jehovah's purpose of preventing drowning, might not the prophet have been discharged
without further delay? _Jesus has given us the 'why" in Matt. 12:40.

1. And...as Jonah came forth from the grave (in a figure) with a renewed spirit to
-preach, so did Christ arise from the tomb with a message to be distributed to the
whole world - "o the Jew Linst, and also to the Greek."
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rclusion
The book of Jonah was ncver writlen merely to Lell us the story of Jonah as an end in
itself. Rather, we are told about Ql;;__mmlfand—th1—%—0—~Ly-bec—.~duse—~of~whaht il reveals
Lo._ug. 0f God. Jonah nceded—to lcarn_that God's special favor toward Israel did not mean
lﬂl&gsse-p——l-ovpmﬁm‘-othep peoples. The eldction of the one nation did not mean thc ‘re-
“jection of all others. Israel had been chosen - yes, but not for her sake alone, but
to thc end that she might become a blessing to all pcoples.

2.@You obscrve the attitude of Jonah and you sce reflected there the spirit of the elder
‘brother who was angry, that his younge1 brother had returned to enjoy his father's favor

and forgiveness. j: L5 5 3
o N i 7% = 7 PN

® You look at the attltude of Jonah and sec that spirit demonslrated by the Pharisces
who bhrought the woman taken in adultery to Jesus to be condemned.

@® Or their spirit when they condemned our Lord for Illis association with the loath-
some publicans and sinncrs.

®or t h e disposition of the self-righlous Pharisee who prayed, "God, 7 thank
thee that J am not like other men..."

‘ Look at these and you see Jonah! '

3. Jonah needed to learn the lesson of the "NinevehA assigiment.” God loves all human creatures
and dosen't wish for any to perish. That included Nineveh. That included Israel. That
includes America. That includes the Soviet Union. That includes Mexico. That includes
Japan. That includes the Philippine Islands... Brethren, let's not let our patriotism
over-rule our obligation to deliver the salvation message to all pcoples of all nations
regardless of the color or their skin or the language of their tongue.

a. Read again 4:11 and remember the little song you learned ycars ago. It'sstill true!

. Jesus Loves the Little childien,
ALl the children of the woald -
Red and Yellow, Black and White,
They are preciows in His 4ight,
Josws loves the Little children
.. 0f the world!

b. God cares for the souls of every person. Do you?
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MICAH:

“The best of them is as a brier” (Micah 7: 4) - Lessons from Corrupt Leaders

William Howard

Micah 7:4 The best of them is like a brier; The most upright is sharper than a thorn hedge;
The day of your watchman and your punishment comes; Now shall be their perplexity.

INTRODUCTION
A.What can be learned from corrupt leaders?
B.There is always a value in bad examples
C.The Bible teaches using bad examples as well as good
D.The Bible records the lives of both David and Jeroboam (good king, evil king)
E.It records the actions of both Paul and Demas (one persevered, one did not)
F.3 John 1:11 Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. He who does

BODY

good is of God, but he who does evil has not seen God.

. Concerning Leaders

A. In every human endeavor leadership is needed.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Humanity needs leaders.
Groups of people need leaders.
Leadership is essential to righteousness
Leadership is essential to the church
a. God is so interested in His church and in the leaders in His church He set
qualifications concerning them. It sets the bounds for the eldership: 1 Timothy
3, Titus 1
b. A congregation with qualified men can be properly led.

B. Good leaders shelter righteousness

1.

os L

They protect the innocent and punish the guilty

They secure and uphold good works.

They defend the truth

They do not subvert justice

All congregations will go though troubled times

a. With good leaders a congregation can sail past with the least amount of
harm

b. With good leaders problems will be addressed and resolved

C. Weak leaders always serve evil (silently accommodating evil)

1.

oo s 0N

Wickedness is advanced by weak leaders who do nothing or make ineffectual
actions

They are indecisive, and directionless

The decisions made tend to be the results of cowardice

They are unpredictable except that they will succumb to pressures

They weigh out matters that are of no real concern (matters that have no weight)
They will occupy themselves over non-issues
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7. They bring good works into disarray and generally try to avoid problems.
8. All congregations will go through troubled times
a. With weak leaders a congregation will take greater harm
b. Weak leaders look for easy sailing, ignoring problems when they arrive
i. It is easy to be a leader in easy times, anybody can lead in easy times
i Congregations need leaders who are vigilant and diligent — weak
leaders will be neither.
c. Weak leaders will demand that the faithful not rock the boat while the boat is
being overturned by the wicked.
d. In their definition upholding the truth is rocking the boat
i. Due diligence is rocking the boat
ii. Upsetting the wicked destroying the congregation is rocking the boat
ii. A call to do what a good leader does is rocking the boat

D. Corrupt leaders produce wickedness every time.
1. In Matthew 7:18 Jesus states, “A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad

tree bear good fruit.”

Wise leaders cannot be found from among the foolish.

Honest leaders cannot be found from among the corrupt.

4. Corrupt men cannot be trusted to be honest on a whim. They will choose
wickedness.

5. A corrupt man cannot be trusted to do right simply because he is given a place
of authority and responsibility

6. Here is no friend of righteousness

7. Righteousness is not protected or upheld

8. Most of the leaders of Micah’s day were corrupt.

SRN

L. The Leaders of Micah’s Day

A. Micah lived around 737 BC

B. Micah is contemporary with Isaiah and Hosea
1. Not all men are corrupt
2. Some prophets are faithful

C. The Kings
Micah 1:1 The word of the LORD that came to Micah of Moresheth in the days of Jotham,
Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem.

1. Jotham — a weak king

2 Kings 15:34-35
34 And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD; he did according to all that his
father Uzziah had done.
35 However the high places were not removed; the people still sacrificed and burned
incense on the high places. He built the Upper Gate of the house of the LORD.

a. He is a weak king who does some good, but leaves so much that he could

have stopped.
b. His lack of complete diligence, his weakness will affect his son Ahaz.

2. Ahaz — a wicked king,
2 Kings 16:3-4
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3 But he walked in the way of the kings of Israel; indeed he made his son pass through the
fire, according to the abominations of the nations whom the LORD had

cast out from before the children of Israel.

4 And he sacrificed and burned incense on the high places, on the hills, and under every
green tree.

3. Hezekiah — a good king
2 Kings 18:3-4
3 And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father David
had done.
4 He removed the high places and broke the sacred pillars, cut down the wooden image
and broke in pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had made; for until
those days the children of Israel burned incense to it, and called it Nehushtan.

D. The legacy of past kings have effect on the people - their evil influence lives
Micah 6:16 For the_statutes of Omri are kept; All the works of Ahab's house are done; And
you walk in their counsels, That | may make you a desolation, And your inhabitants a
hissing. Therefore you shall bear the reproach of My people.”

E. The Powerful
Micah 2:1-3
1 Woe to those who devise iniquity, And work out evil on their beds! At morning light they
practice it, Because it is in the power of their hand.
2 They covet fields and take them by violence, Also houses, and seize them. So they
oppress a man and his house, A man and his inheritance.
3 Therefore thus says the LORD: "Behold, against this family | am devising disaster, From
which you cannot remove your necks; Nor shall you walk haughtily, For
this is an evil time.

Micah 3:3-5

3 Who also eat the flesh of My people, Flay their skin from them, Break their bones, And
chop them in pieces Like meat for the pot, Like flesh in the caldron.”

4 Then they will cry to the LORD, But He will not hear them; He will even hide His face
from them at that time, Because they have been evil in their deeds.

F. The Rulers - every man, prince, judge, great men
Micah 3:1-5
1 And | said: "Hear now, O heads of Jacob, And you rulers of the house of Israel: Is it not
for you to know justice?
2 You who hate good and love evil; Who strip the skin from My people, And the flesh from
their bones;

Micah 7:2-4
2 The faithful man has perished from the earth, And there is no one upright among men.
They all lie in wait for blood; Every man hunts his brother with a net.
3 That they may successfully do evil with both hands -- The prince asks for gifts, The judge
seeks a bribe, And the great man utters his evil desire; So they scheme together.
4 The best of them is like a brier; The most upright is sharper than a thorn hedge; The day
of your watchman and your punishment comes; Now shall be their perplexity.
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G. The Prophets and Religious Leaders
Micah 3:5
5 Thus says the LORD concerning the prophets Who make my people stray; Who chant
"Peace" While they chew with their teeth, But who prepare war against him Who puts
nothing into their mouths:

Micah 3:5 ASV (1901)
5 Thus saith Jehovah concerning the prophets that make my people to err; that bite with

their teeth, and cry, Peace; and whoso putteth not into their mouths, they even prepare
war against him:

1. Corruption brings punishment
Micah 3:6-8
6 "Therefore you shall have night without vision, And you shall have darkness without
divination; The sun shall go down on the prophets, And the day shall be dark for them.
7 So the seers shall be ashamed, And the diviners abashed; Indeed they shall all cover
their lips; For there is no answer from God."
8 But truly | am full of power by the Spirit of the LORD, And of justice and might, To declare
to Jacob his transgression And to Israel his sin.

2. Justice is demanded and the nation will suffer
Micah 3:9-12
9 Now hear this, You heads of the house of Jacob And rulers of the house of Israel, Who
abhor justice And pervert all equity,
10 Who build up Zion with bloodshed And Jerusalem with iniquity:
11 Her heads judge for a bribe, Her priests teach for pay, And her prophets divine for
money. Yet they lean on the LORD, and say, "Is not the LORD among us? No harm can
come upon us."
12 Therefore because of you Zion shall be plowed like a field, Jerusalem shall become
heaps of ruins, And the mountain of the temple Like the bare hills of the forest

lll. Corrupt Shepherds
A. Description of the shepherds in Ezekiel’s day - Ezekiel 34:1-10

B. The Shepherd of Luke 15:4-7
1. There is a difference between the Good Shepherd to the shepherds of Ezekiel
34
He has a love for all His sheep
He is willing to leave all in search for one
His sheep are not there to be fleeced
His sheep are not there to be abused
He will make the sacrifice for them

2L

C. Rewriting Luke 15:4-7 - Leaving the ninety-nine to rescue the one lost sheep
becomes

1. Scattering all the sheep
2. Scattering the ninety-nine for the sake of one sheep
3. Using the sheep for gain, for advantage, for fleecing

D. The steward entrusted with the household
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Luke 12:42-45

42 And the Lord said, "Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his master will
make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of food in due season?

43 "Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes.

44 "Truly, | say to you that he will make him ruler over all that he has.

45 "But if that servant says in his heart, 'My master is delaying his coming,' and begins to
beat the male and female servants, and to eat and drink and be drunk,

E. Corrupt elders
1. Destroy the local congregation
2. They will take the state of the local congregation into denominationalism
3. Compare the state of Ephesians 5:27 to Isaiah 1:4-6

Ephesians 5:27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or
wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without biemish.

Isaiah 1:4-6

4 Alas, sinful nation, A people laden with iniquity, A brood of evildoers, Children who are
corrupters! They have forsaken the LORD, They have provoked to anger The Holy One of
Israel, They have turned away backward.

5 Why should you be stricken again? You will revolt more and more. The whole head is
sick, And the whole heart faints.

6 From the sole of the foot even to the head, There is no soundness in it, But wounds and
bruises and putrefying sores; They have not been closed or bound up, Or soothed with
ointment.

a. Where there is a fever there is an infection.

b. Where there are sores there are causes.

c. Where the church is diseased, rotten, and left to die there is wicked
leadership.

d. Where there are wicked elders the congregation will be diseased, rotten and
left to die.

e. This described the denominational world.
F. A prophesy concerning corrupt and wicked elders

Acts 20:28-29
28 "Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has

made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own
blood.

29 "For | know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not
sparing the flock.

G. Christ’s words of warning to the congregation of Ephesus
Revelation 2:5 "Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first

works, or else | will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place --
unless you repent.
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CONCLUSION

Corrupt Leaders:

1. Are the problem, bringing nothing but evil

2. Will not fully defend the truth

3. Bring church into denominationalism

4. Will not make the sacrifices — all others do that
5. Are the shepherds that eye the flock for their own advantage
6. Will not purge out leaven from the congregation
7. Are part of the leaven in the congregation

8. Are an enemy of those who will do right

9. Are an enemy of Christ

10. Bring punishment from God

What is the solution?

Micah 6:6-8

6 With what shall | come before the LORD, And bow myself before the High God? Shall |
come before Him with burnt offerings, With calves a year old?

7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, Ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall |
give my firstborn for my transgression, The fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?

8 He has shown you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you But to
do justly, To love mercy, And to walk humbly with your God?

If the foundations are destroyed, What can the righteous do? (Psaim 11 :3)
1. As did Micah against a wicked nation with oppressive leaders
2. As did Elijah against Ahab and Jezebel
3. As did Christ against the Pharisees, the Sadducees, the Sanhedrin, the power of
Roman
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The Bock of MICAH

Introduction

Micah, the sixth of the twelve Minor Prophets, bore a name which in itself served as a

summary to his book and a challenge to his people - "Who is like Jehovah?” The people

could erect their high places, build their alters and worship their idols, but in the
final analysis there would be no god as great and as glorious, as just and as patient,
as loving and as kind as Jehovah. "Who is like Jehovah?” (7:18) There is none to com-
pare. As a result, Micah pleaded for penitence among his people. Would-to-God that
they had listened. Would-to-God that we would listen.

1. Leaving the familiar surroundings of his rural upbringing, Micah journeys to Jerusalem
to deliver his declaration of divine discipline to a corrupt and immoral Judah. He
is often called "the prophet of the poon’ and, as such, he aims his rebukes at the
princes, the prophets, and the priests who misuse their God-given authority to cheat
the poor and abuse the downtrodden.

a. His language is clear; his denunciation 1s swift; his courage is exemplary. He
was a simple servant of God doing his duty.

B. Looking Back To The Times. Read 1:1 for Micah's own time reference. This would place his

work around 740 to 700 B.C.

1 »Politics: Thanks to the rightousness and wisdom of king Uzziah, Judah was enjoying
prosperity the likes of which had not been seen since Solomon's day. Of course,
this brought with it certain social injustices along with a feeling of self-sufficiency
and independance that needed immediate attention (and got it from Micah!).

a. Uzziah was succeeded by his son Jotham (740-736 B.C.) who followed in the right-
ousness of his father. Ahaz ruled next and was exceedingly wicked (736-716 B.C.).
Finally, Hezekiah ascended the throne (716-637 B.C.) and proved to be one of
Judah's greatest leaders.

b. However, in other ways these were trying times as God's people were constantly
overshadowed by the threat of invasion and foreign rule. Micahwould witness the
northern nation go down in 722 B.C. to Sargon II and his Assyrian forces. And,
had it not been for the rule of godly Hezekiah and the diligent preaching and
praying of Isaiah and Micah, it is probable that the southern kingdom would have
followed suit.

c. There were three political factions in Judah during Micah's time -~ the pro-
Assyrian party which recommended a Judean alliance with Assyria; the pro-Cgypitian
party which pushed an Egypt alliance platform; and the minority pro-Jehovah
loyalists who advocated that the only alliance needed was with God. Micah's
political persuasion placed him in -sympathy with the third group.

o »=Monality: Micah indicates that Judah has reached moral bankruptcy. See 2:1-2; 3:l-2a:
7:2,4-6. Oppression of the poor, unscrupulous use of power, lack of integrity, reck—
less scorn of religion, greedy corruption, etc., sum up the prophet's challenge. And
worse of all, the ones responsible for solving the problem - weze the problem!

a. Such conditions fanned the prophet into a white heat of indignation which he could
not hold back, 3:8.

3 »Religion: Under Hezekiah great reforms occured (2 Chron. 29-31). However, Micah
senses that these reforms were too superficial and lacked sincere heart involvement.

He was not overly impressed.

BODY b
I. MICAH - ISAIAH IN MINIATURE

A. A quick reading of Isaiah 1:1 shows the two prophets to be contemporary. The two
are alike and yet different at the same time.
1. Micah was a man of the fields, a simple country boy who felt compassion for the
' poor. He seemed to have labored among the common folk addressing spiritual and
social problems. On the other hand, Isaiah was a man of the schools, a city boy
who kept in close contact with political concerns and world affairs. He was the

leader of the "Jehovah party” and served as an advisor to king Hezekiah.
2. And, yet, these two great giants of faith shared much in common: each saw

f\:
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Jehovah as the infinite ruler of the nations. Each recognized the absolute holi-
ness and majesty of God, and each pointed out that to violate the principles of
His divine sovereignty and holiness would bring inevitable doom.

a. One wonders how many heart-to-heart consultations and meetings these two had
as they would naturally meet and talk over the problems of those eventful days.
Probably several, as evidenced by certain sentiments and expressions common
to them both.

{I. MOUNTAIN TOPS OF MICAH

A. There are four great texts of Micah that should find permanent lodging in every heart:

1.

The Powen of Preaching, 3:8. In Micah's day the princes were plundering the in-

nocent; judges were accepting bribes and prophets were spelled pﬁr#o#ffﬁ$t 51

See 3:5. In contrast to the false prophets, who regulated their messages by their

income, was God's man - Micah, who fulfilled his divine commission and spoke the

whole counsel of Jehovah. .

a.  There was no "uncertain sound" coming out of this preacher! He was unrelent-
ing in his denunication of idolatry (1:7); used the strongest of language in
condemning mistreatment of the poor (3:3); and when he preached against un-
scrupulous business practices he was clear and to the point (6:11-13). He
refused to compromise the truth or fellowship those who did.

b. And when it came to placing the blame for the national problems, Micah re-
fused to be diplomatic. He "layed it on the line!" (3:11-12).

c. And here he gives us the divine prescription for acceptable preaching:

1) Preachers must be filled with the Spirit, i.e., they must be convinced and
convicted of the urgency of the message they deliver (Rom. 1:16).

2) They must be fair and courageous.

3) They must be unhesitating in pointing out error and sin.
a) In all of these, Micah serves as a noble example.

Back #o Bethlehem. The second mountain top of Micah occurs in 5:2. Micah was the

first of all the prophets to focus men's eyes upon Bethlehem as the birthplace of

a coming Deliverer. The Savior would not be born in the capital city of Jerusalem

but, rather, he would have a humble origin in the obscure town of Bethlehem.

Micah, ''the prophet of the poor," predicts a poor man's Messiah.

2. Bethlehem was the ancestral home of David and was known as "the cify of.
David" (Lk. 2:11). Yet, this One would not only be related to David, He
would be related to God! ("His goings foath are from long ago, From the
days of etewnity.")

b. Yes, 700 years before the event occured Isaiah predicted His viigin birth
(7:14); Micah His village birth, and the two of them together offer an un-
answerable argument for the authenticity of scripture through fulfilled pro-
phecy. And when those seven centuries had passed some wise men in search for
the spot, obtained from the Micah passage the direction in which to continue
their journey (Matt. 2:1-6).

The Thace~Fodd Divine Requinement, 6:8. (This verse Littingly stands as the motto

of Zhe alcove of neligion in the neading-room of the Congressional Lidrany in

Washington, 0.C.) Here is Micah's declaration as to the true essence of religion.

He has taken the teachings of Amos, Hosea, and Tsaiak and bound them into one em-

bracing statement which includes all. Amos gave emphasis to the need for jusiice

(5:24); Hosea emphasized the need for hindness (12:6); and Isaiah pleaded with

the people to walk in Aumble fellowship with God (66:2). Micah brings all of

these together in one striking three-fold declaration of divine requirement:

"do justice” - the basis of all moral character

!

love hkindness” — a feeling of compassion and mercy towards others
\\\\\\\\\\Wual& humbly” - an attitude of submission toward the will of God

4. Notice, this is what Jehovah REVEALED - for He is good. "Ho has shown you, O
man, what is good.” See Deut. 10:12-13.
b. Second, this is what Jehovah REQUIRES - for He is God. '"What does the Lord
requine of you..."
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¢. And third, if we could look ahead into the New Testament we would see there
that Jehovah REDEEMS.
1) He "reveals" because He is good. He 'requires'' because He is God. He
nredeems" because He is dove.
"ho Ts A God Like Unto Thee?” 7:18. Here is the prophet's ode of praise to the
Lord. Read verses 18-20. There is none like unto Jehovah.

Micah's Messiah. The 0ld Testament message relates that man was made in zthe image of

God but found that image obscured by sin. The New Testament message tells how God
was made in the image of man in order to take away sin and restore the divine image.
Micah deals with both by emphasizing the problem of sin and at the same time herald-
ing the coming of the Christ.

1.

«
.

Micah's clear presentation of the Messianic hope is one of the most outstanding

to be found in all the prophets. Two whole chapters are devoted to this theme.
Chapter four concerns the coming kingdom, while chapter five zeros in on the com-
ing King.

Read 4:1-3. The reading is virtually parallel with Isaiah 2:2-4. Here is Micah's
Messianic prophecy pertaining to the establishment of Jehovah's spiritual kingdom -
the church. He answers three questions:

The WHEN?

The WHAT?

"the mountain of
the house of the
Load will be est~
ablished"

The WHO?

"and the peoples

n; "
in the last days ‘will stream into Lt

a. The "lasz days"” would be the last days of the Jewish age under the Mosaical
Law. During that time "the mountain of the house of the Lord"” would be est-
ablished. (The apostle Paul refers to the church as the house of God in
1 Tim. 3:15). Finally, this kingdom would not be exclusive ("for Jews only')
for Micah sees all people coming to it. Such was fulfilled in the New Testa-
ment when the gospel was preached and men from every nation under heaven
responded. See Mark 16:15-16; Rom. 1:16; Acts 10.

b. Verse 2b describes exactly what took place years later on Pentecost as pro-
phesied not only by Micah but also by Jesus. See Luke 24:46-48.

c. Verse 3 sets forth the nature of the new kingdom - it would be spinitual and
peaceful in nature. It would not be established, defended, or extended by
carnal weapons and means.

1) That's why Jesus told Simon to put away his sword (Matt. 26:52). That's
why He said to Pilate, "My Ringdom is not of this world...” (John 18:36).
and, that's. the reason Jesus instructed Nicodemus saying, "lUnless one L4
born of. waten and the Spinit, he cannot enten the kingdom of God." And
why? Because it is a spiritual kingdom! A fleshly birth puts one into
a fleshly kingdom, whereas a spiritual birth puts one into a spiritual
kingdom.

d. Verse 6-3. Note here that the "foimer dominion' will come again, i.e., the
rule of the house of David will be restored in the heavenly reign of Christ,
and "the Load will neign oven them in Mount Zion."” Read Hebrews 12:21-24,28
which serves as a valuable commentary on this section.

Micah saw clearly that the old Zion -~ Jerusalem with its temporal physical kingdom

and house which was subject to destruction and decay - would be succeeded by a new

Zion, which, in its superior spiritual quality, would never be destroyed.
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IV.

a. In versc 2-5a of the next chapter the prophet sees Him who will rule and
reign over the future spiritual kingdom.

b. "And this One will be oun peace.” See Isaiah 9:6. (For a fullern discussion
see pages 113-114).

THE OUTLINE

A.

The book is divided into three sections with the central thought being Present Judge-

Mernt but Futurne Blessing. The present judgement is because of Israel's unfaithfulness
to the Covenant. The future blessing is because of Jehovah's unchanquQ_Zaiihﬁulnedd

to 1t.

== DRESENT JUDGEMENT but FUTURE BLESSING “= 3

I. Imminent Judgement Declared, ch.1-3
II. Ultimate Blessing Promised, ch.4-5
III. Present Repentance Pleaded, ch.6-7

TEXT and CONTEXT - A FINAL LOOK...

A.

Imminent Judgement Declared, ch.1-3. Micah begins with a three chapter general decla-
ration of coming calamity upon Judah (1:2-3). And what is the reason for this soon-
to-be judgement? 1:5. Her wounds brought on by her sins were incurable (1:9). As a
result, Assyria was on the verge of taking even Jerusalem.

1. 1In 702-701 B.C. king Sennacherib of Assyria invaded Judah and captured some 46
cities. He then marched on Jerusalem and in his own words had Hezekiah shut up
"like a bind in a cage.” However, due to Hezekiah's faith and Isaiah's prayer
(and no doubt Micah's too) - Jerusalem was sparred.

a. For the historical reference - see 2 Kings 18-19; 2 Chron. 32; and Isa.36-37.

5. In the latter half of the first chapter Micah uses an interesting "play-on-words"
to describe the capture of these Judean cities by Sennacherib. The play-on-words
would be parallel to our saying: "Jn Philadelphia there is no brotherdy dove.”
Paraphrased, it reads:

Tell it not in Gath ("7ell-town”)

Roll yourself in the dust at Beth-le-aphrah ("Dust-town” )

Pass by, inhabitant of Saphir ("Beauty-town”) in shameful nakedness
The inhabitant of Zaanan (’March-town’) does not march

In Beth-ezel ("Neighboa-town!) there will be no more neighbor

The inhabitant of Maroth ("Bitter-town') will receive only bitterness
Do not harness the horses in Lachish ("Hozge-zown')

The houses of Achzib ("False-spring’] will become a deception
Another will take possession of Mareshah ("Hein-town")

And the glory of Israel will enter Adullam (a cave of wild beasts)

3. In the midst of the judgement picture Micah interrupts with a paragraph of en-
couragement and hope. See 2:12-13. The breaker will be the Messiah who will
break down the wall of sin and lead His people in victory.

a. One final note... A hundred years later Jeremiah came to appreciate Micah's
wonk and especially what Micah said in 3:12. It saved Jeremiah's life!
See Jeremiah 26:16-19,24.

Ultimate Blessing Promised, ch.4-5. Here again 1s two whole chapters dedicated to the

Messianic hope. Three quick points of observation: _

1. Micah specifically names the Jerusalem captor: it will not be Assyria, but

Babylon! 4:10

5. See 5:7. Those in the New spiritual Israel are to exercise a refreshing spiritual
and moral influence among the nations as does the morning dew and welcome rains

. in a dry land. Jesus said it another way, "Let your Light shine beforne men in
such a way that they may see your good workas, and glonify your Fathen who is A1
heaven” (Matt. 5:16).
Read 5:15. Here is the key for our nation's survival. No nation can with im-
punity reject the Christ and His truth and expect to survive.

“
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C. pPresent Repentance Pleaded, ch.6-7. Here is the court scene of Judah's trial.

The

mountains who have witnessed the whole of Israel's history are called forth as the
juny. Jehovah is the prosecuting attoaney and Micah is the counsel foa the defense

(6:1-2).

1. Jehovah's challenge: 6:3-5. Call to mind all the rightous acts of Jehovah and

then find one thing of an evil nature that could be charged against Him.

9. Micah personifies the nation as i+  searches for a solution to their sinful

condition. What does the Lord want? (6:6) Does He expect quanity? (6:7).

a. Jehovah's reply is in 6:8.
b. The courts judgement: Guilty as charged! (6:13)

3. Beginning with 7:7 Micah speaks on behalf of the spiritual remnant who confess
their 5ins and turn to Jehovah. They realize Jehovah's judgement is just and
yet they have the faith to believe that out of calamity there will come bless-

ing, out of darkness will come light (7:7-9).

Conclusion

1.

We again think of Micah's closing question in 7:18 - "Who is a God like unto Thee?"

How worthy is the God you worship? Ladies and Gentlemen, He is worthy of all that we

would possibly give and so much more.
a. We close remembering the words and music of Tillit S. Teddlie, who wrote:

Wonthy of. praise is Christ ourn Redeemen;
Wonthy of gloay, honor and powenr!

Wonthy of all our soul's adonation...
Wonthy ant Thou! Worthy ark Thou!



THE MINOR PROPHETS - MICAH

Lesson Seven

INTRODUCTION:

1. Micah's name means

"Who is like Jehovah?' He lived at '"Moresheth Gath on the main

road to the Maritime plain and Egypt in the Shephelah ( the foot-hill country) off
about 25 miles southwest of Jerusalem. The city, which lies at the edge of good
farming country, is not elsewhere mentioned in Scripture.” (The Minor Prophets,
Leurs, p. 32)

II Chron.

2. Background material for Micah is II Kings 15:32~ 20:21;

DISCUSSION:

27 11~-32:33.

I. THE WORD OF THE LORD CAME TO MICAH IN THE DAYS OF JOTHAM, AHAZ, AND HEZEKIAH

( Micah 1:1)

A. TBE KINGS AND THEIR REIGNS

16 Years 16 Years 29 Years
Jotham Ahaz Hezekiah
II Kgs. 15:32 II Kgs. 16:] IT Kgs. 18:1
750-735 B.C. 735-715 B.C. 715-687 B.C.

B.
20 years and the maximum was 55 to 60 years.

We know very little about Micah's personal experiences,
the Spirit ready to prophesy." (3:8).

C.

II. MICAH VERY CLEARLY REVEALS THE SINS OF JUDAH.

Since Micah prophesied during the days of the kings then the minimum time was

but he "was a man of

A. "The sins of immorality and sensuality characteristic of urban life receive
little attention. His burden is the lot of the small farmer in the area of
Moasheth -Gath the oppressions he suffered, and the impact of the Assyrian

invasion upon him. Micah deals with social morality and religious
a way that is distinctive to him."

duty in
(The Minor Prophets, Levis, p. 33)

Micah talks about different evil doers and problems.

ll’

S~

°

v
.

There were the land-grabbers.

a. They lay awake at night figuring how to force the poor off his land.
(2:152)

b. The drove the women and children out of their houses. (2:9)

c. No one was to be trusted as a man might be the victims of his own
relatives., 7:5~7

The scant measures and wicked weights were used. 6:10,11

There were juivenile delinquent problems. 7:6

There were those willing to listen to preaching on wine and strong

drink (2:11) but refused to believe disaster could come as Micah said. (2:6)

There were the wicked rulers.

a. They hated goed and loved evil. 3:1-3

b. They took bribes and clgsed their eyes to justice. 7:3; 3:1

c. They are compared to buthers, or cannibals or wild beast. 3:3.

d. They thought to build up Ferusalem with blood. 3:10.

There was the false prophet who divined for money. 3:11 "Pay the prophet

and he answers you that what you want to do is right; neglect him and

he declares war on you (3:5) " ( Lewis)

The priest taught for hire (3:11) thinking the Lord was with them all the

time
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8. "He faced a people who thought that because they were God's people
their security would not be destroyed (3:11) and that God's favor
could be bought with sacrifice (6:5-7)." (Lewis)

III. MICAH GIVES A CLEAR PICTURE OF WHAT TRUE RELIGION REALLY I5:

A,rgpd's demands are not unreasonable but in reality are three: Justice,
_kindness, and walking humbly with God. 6:8.

B. "This statement of Micah is universally recognized as one of the greatest
§§§§§5§§_9£,Lhe-@44_15§55§§nt, stressing that worship and moralit t
be divorced from each other, They are two sides of the same coin. (_The
Minor Prophets, Lewis, p. 36 )

IV. MICAH AND THE FUTURE . ‘
(Jack Lewis, in his book The Minor Prophets gives these thoughts.)

A. The Remnant. Despite his severe threats, Micah is not a prophet devoid of
hope. He envisons, a2 renmant that will survive the calamity (2:12, 5:7,8).
This doctrine is greatly elaborated by his contempc . ry Isaiah.

B. The New Exodus. Micah envisions a return comparable to the exodus, God, at
its head, leads the way as a ram opens the way for a flock ( Exod. 13:21;
cf. Mic. 2:12,13). Micah speaks of marvels comparable to those of the exodus

(7:14-17).
G ElnggmLyi11 go_forth from Zion. ( 421 f£). Micah and Isaiah ( Isa. 2:2ff.)

in similar words describe this phenomenon, though each has his distintive
elements, We have no means of knowing which used it first. This is a passage
not specifically appealed to in the New Testament, but which was understood
by the early church fathers to refer to the Christian age ( Justin Martyr,
Dail. 110; Irenaeus, Adv. Haer. 4.34.4).

D. The ilessiah will be born in Bethlehem, the birthplace of David ( 5:2; cf.
] Sam. 17:12). Though 2 Samuel 7 connects the Messiah with the Davidic house,
Micah is the first to point to his city. It is this passage that guided the
wise men ( Matt. 2:6).

E. Mercy after Judgement ( 7: 18-20). The fundamental character of God is his
mercy. Micah declares that the Lord is his light ( 7:8-10).
(The Minor Prophets, Lewis, p. 37)

QUESTIONS

Lesson Seven

TRUE OR FALSE

1. Micah was a prophet to Israel.

2. God said all their graven images would be beaten to pieces.
3. Judah wound (sins) was incurable.

4. Landgrabbers lay awake at night planning evil schemes.

5. God promised to do good to him that walked uprightly.

6. _Israel liked to prophet who lied to them and made them feel secure.
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The rulers were responsible for judgement.
__God ssaid he would hide his face from the evil rulers.
_____ Micah said he was full of the spirit of the Lord.
God said zion would be plowed as a field.
Micah 4:1,2 says about the same thing as Isaiah 2:2,3.
Micah 4:3-5 describe a state of peace.
HMicah told Judah she would go to Assyria.

In Micah 4:11,12 the encmies of the Lord made plans against Judah,
but knew not God's thoughts.

__iiicah prophesied the place of Christ‘s birth.
Micah 5:2 is quoted in Matthew’ 2:5,6.
The land of Assyria was to be wasted with the sword.
Jews would be scattered among many people following the captivity. (5
__God's vengence would come on the heathen.
_____God did not plead with Israel.
The rich men werc full of violence.
They would eat and be satisfied.

Israel was still following the works of Ahab.

.

here were many good men in Micah's day.

Wickedness was so great that one could not even trust his friend.

DISCUSSION AND THOUGHT QUESTIONS.

1.

2%

What did God mean when he said of Judah~~-"for her wound is incurable?"

28

:7)

What were land grabber planning as they lay in bed at night? ( 2:1-3)

What were the princes of Israel supposed to know?

Why did God say he would hide his face when his people cried untc him?

With what were the rulers building up zion and Jerusalem?
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6. Why did the wicked judges, priests and prophets think no evil could come upon

them? (3:11)

7.What 1s the house of the Lord in 4:17

When was it to be established?

From what place was the law of this house to go forth?

8. From where did God tell Israel he had broght them?

9. What three things does Micah say God requires of man ? a.

b. C

10. What kind of man did Micah say had perished/

11. To whom did he say he would look for his salvation?




The Bock of MICAH

Introduction
Micah, the sixth of the twelve Minor Prophets, bore a name which in itself served as a
summary to his book and a challenge to his people - "Who is like Jehovah?" The people
could erect their high places, build their alters and worship their idols, but in the
final analysis there would be no god as great and as glorious, as just and as patient,
as loving and as kind as Jehovah. "Yho is Like Jehovah?" (7:18) There is none to com-
pare. As a result, Micah pleaded for penitence among his people. wguld—tofﬁod that
‘they had listened. Would-to-God that we would listen.
i. Leaving the familiar surroundings of his rural upbringing, Micah journeys to Jerusalem
to deliver his declaration of divine discipline to a corrupt and immoral Judah. He
is often called "the prophet of the poon' and, as such, he aims his rebukes at the
princes, the prophets, and the priests who misuse their God-given authority to cheat
the poor and abuse the downtrodden.
a. His language is clear; his denunciation is swift; his courage is exemplary. He
was a simple servant of God doing his duty.

B. Looking Back To The Times. Read 1:1 for Micah's own time reference. This would place his
work around 740 to 700 B.C. : '

1 »—Politics: Thanks to the rightousness and wisdom of king Uzziah, Judah was enjoying
fg@M@ijwmmngﬁxkﬁ _course,
this brought with it certain social injustices along with a feeling of self-sufficiency
and independance that needed immediate attention (and got it from Micah!).

a. Uzziah was succeeded by his son Jotham (740-736 B.C.) who followed in the right-
ousness of his father. Ahaz ruled next and was exceedingly wicked (736-716 B.C.).
Finally, Hezekiah ascended the throne (716-687 B.C.) and proved to be one of
Judah's greatest leaders.

b. However, in other ways these were trying times as God's people were constantly
‘overshadowed by the threat of invasion and foreign rule.Micahwould witness the

“northern nation go down in 722 B.C. to Sargon II and his Assyrian forces. And,
had it not been for the rule of godly Hezekiah and the diligent preaching and
praying of Isaiah and Micah, it is probable that the southern kingdom would have
followed suit.

c. There were three politicalnfgg§;93§aig_ggggh_gggigg_Migath_Limﬁazmthﬁmpaor
,ngwmdﬁd,&—mdaanﬂalliance with Assyria; the pro-Cgyptian
party whichﬂggibg@wgg_ﬁgypi_all;angﬁ”plaxform; and the minority_pro-Jehovah
Toyalists who advocated that the only alliance needed was with God. Micah's
political persuasion placed him in sympathy with the third group.

o »forality: Micah indicates that Judah has reached moral bankruptcy. See 2:1-2; 3:1-2a:
7:2,4-6. OQppression of the poor, unscru rupulous use of power, lack of integrity, reck-
less scorn of religion, greedy corruption, etc., sum up the prophet's challenge. And
worse of all, the ones responsible for solving the Qgghlcm_:Juzaa,theﬁgeobi@nJ
a. Such conditions fanned the prophet into a white heat of indignation which he could

not hold back, 3:8.

S.F—ngggion: Under Hezeliiah great reforms occured (2 Chron. 29-31). However, Micah

senses that these reforms were too superficial and lacked sincere heart involvement.

He was not overly impressed.

BODY b
I. MICAH - ISAIAH IN MINIATURE

A. A “iEEﬂEEEQ}Bg of Isaiah 1:1 shows the two prophets to-be contemporary. The two
are al ike and yet different at the same time.
1. Micah wg§wg,manwaﬁﬂthemﬁieidsy_a@s$mpleﬂsongtzy boy who felt compassion for the
' poor. He seemed to have labored among the common folk addressing spiritual and
social problems. On the other hand, Isaiah wggwg,mgnﬁofmiheﬂschoolsdmg,city boy

who kept in close contact with political concerns and world affairs. He was the

leader of the "Jehovah party' and served as an advisor to king Hezekiah.
2. And, yet, these two great giants of faith shared much in common: each saw




Jehovah as the infinite ruler of the nations. Each recognized the absolute holi-
ness and majesty of God, and each pointed out that to violate the principles of
His divine sovereignty and holiness would bring inevitable doom.
a. One wonders how many heart-to-heart consultations and meetings these two had

as they would naturally meet and talk over the problems of those eventful days.

Probably several, as evidenced by certain sentiments and expressions common
to them both.

II. MOUNTAIN TOPS OF MICAH

A. There-are four great texts of Micah- that should find permanent lodging in every heart:

1.

The Power of Preaching, 3:8. In Micah's day the princes were plundering the in-

Tocent; judges were accepting bribes and prophets were spelled pﬁr#o#fﬁﬁ$tz§!

See 3:5. 1In contrast to the false prophets, who regulated their messages by their

income, was God's man - Micah, who fulfilled his divine commission and spoke the

whole counsel of Jehovah. .

a. There was no 'uncertain sqgggfﬂgpmingﬁgutwof;ihisappeaeheniﬂ_Hﬁ_ﬂa§mgn£§l§ﬂtr
ing in his denunication of idolatry (1:7); used the strongest of language in
condemning mistreatment of the poor (3:3); and when he preached against un-
scrupulous business practices he was clear and to the point (6:11-13). He
refused to compromise the truth or fellowship those who did.

b. And when it came to placing the blame for the national problems, Micah re-

,.MEM@_ He "layed it on the line!' (3:11-12).
c. And here he gives us the divine prescription for acceptable preaching:
: l)rﬁgggachers must be filled with the Spirit, i.e., they must be convinced and
convicted of the urgency of the message they deliver (Rom. 1:16).
2) They must be fair and courageous—
3) They must be unhesitating in pointing out error and sin.
“a) In all of these, Micah serves as a noble example.

Back to Bethlehem. The second mountain top of Micah occurs in 5:2, Micah was the

first of all the prophets to focus men's eyes#gggg_Bethlghgmﬂaswihg birthplace of

a coming Deliverer. The Savior would not be born in the capital city of Jerusalem

but, rather, he would have a humble origin in the obscure town of Bethlehem.

Micah, ''the prophet of the poor;" predicts a poor man's Messiah.

a. Bethlehem was the ancestral home of David and was known as "the clty of
David” (Lk. 2:11). Yet, this One would not only be related to David, He
would be related to God! ("His goings Lonth ane from dong ago, From the
days of etewnity. ")

b. Yes, 700 years bﬂfggs_ihﬁ_eyent_nsgungd_Lﬁaiah4QﬁﬂiﬁﬂzﬂiJimiJQAggawbirih
(7:14); Micah His village birth, and the two of them together offer an un-
answerable argument for the authenticity of scripture through fulfilled pro-—
phecy. And when those seven centuries had passed some wise men in search for
the spot, obtained from the Micah passage the direction in which to continue
their journey (Matt. 2:1-6). _

The Thrnee—Fold Divine Requirement, 6:8. (IThis verse Littingly stands as the moito

of “he alcove of neligion in the reading-noom_of. the Congressional Loaary. in

EEZEZ&g&an_LEZ;J Here is Micah's declaration as to the true essence of religion.

He has taken the teachings of Amos, Hosea, and Jsaiah and bound them into one em-

bracing statement which includes all. Amos gave emphasis to the need for justice

(5:24); Hosea emphasized the need for kindness (12:6); and Isaiah pleaded with

EHE“EEEﬁTEMgggyglg~;gM@g@bie tollowship with God (66:2). Micah brings all of

“these together in one striking three-fold declaration of divine requirement:

"do justice! — the basis of all moral character
i"love kindness"” - a feeling of compassion and mercy towards others
‘ \\\\\\\\\\Wualk humbly! - an attitude of submission toward the will of God-

a. Notice, this is what Jehovah REVEALID - for He is good. "He has shown you, 0
man, what is good.” See Deut. 10:12-13.

b. Second, this is what Jehovah REQUIRES - for He is God. '"What does Zthe Lord
requine of you..." )

(163 )
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c. And third, if we could look ahead into the New Testament we would see there
that Jehovah REDEEMS.-
1) He '"reveals' because He is good. He '"requires" because He is God. He
npedeems" because He is dove.
Myho Js A God Like Unto Thee?" 7:18. Here is the prophet's ode of praise to the
Lord. Read verses 18-20. There is none like unto Jehovah.

Micah's Messiah. The 0ld Testament message relates that man was made in the image of
God but found that image obscured by sin. The New Testament message tells how God
was made in the image of man in order to take away sin and restore the divine image.
Micah deals with both by emphasizing the problem of sin and at the same time herald-
ing the coming of the Christ.

Lo

2.

Micah's clear presentation of the Messianic hope is one of the most outstanding
to be found in all the prophets. Two whole chapters are devoted to this theme.
(ghaptggwfgupmeeneefns~themeomingwkingdom;wwhilewchaptepwfivewzeposwinwonmthﬁmgpm—

e

[Saha

Messianic prophecy pertaining to the establishment of Jehovah's spiritual kingdom -
the church. He answers_three questions:.

Read 4:1=3.. The reading is virtually parallel with Isaiah 2:2-4. Here is Micah's

The WHEN? The WHAT?

"the mountain of
the house of the
Load will be est-
ablished"

The WHO?

"and the peoples
"will atrneam into it

"in the last days"

a. rzgg_ﬁﬂaﬁt days" would be the last days of theﬂJewish_aggngndﬂrmthefMes&kal
Law. Duriggwgggg_ﬁimg_ﬁihe_mauaigga_gﬂ the howse of the Load" would be est-
ablished. (The apostle Paul refers to the church as the house of God in
1 Tim. 3:15). Finally, this kingdom would not be exclusive ("for Jews only')
for Micah sees all people coming to it. Such was fulfilled in the New Testa-
ment when the gospel was preached and men from every nation under heaven
responded. See Mark 16:15-16; Rom. 1:16; Acts 10.

b. ansg_zbﬂdgsgnihes;ggggtly~ﬂng§_§9gk,pJ209 years later on Pentecost as pro-
phesied not only by Micah but also by Jesus. See Luke- ke 24:46-48..

c. Verse 3 sets forth the nature of the new kingdom - it would be spiritual and
peaceﬁui in nature. It would not be established, defended, or extended by
carnal weapons and means.

1) That's why Jesus told Simon to put away his sword (Matt. 26:52). That's
why He said to Pilate, "My kingdom is not of this wordd..." (John 18:36).
and, that's the reason Jesus instructed Nicodemus saying, "lInless one L4
bonn of. waten and the Spirnik, he cannot enten the kingdom of God." And
why? Because it is a spiritual kingdom! A fleshly birth puts one into
a fleshly kingdom, whereas a spiritual birth puts one into a spiritual
kingdom. ,

d. Verse 6-3. Note here that the "Pormen dominion will come again, i.e., the
rule of the house of David will be restored in the heavenly reign of Christ,
and "the Load will neign over them in Mount Zion." Read Hebrews 12:21-24,23
which serves as a valuable commentary on this section.

Micah saw clearly that the old Zion - Jerusalem with its temporal physical kingdor

and house which was subject to destruction and decay - would be succeeded by a ne

Zion, which, in its superior spiritual quality, would never be destroyed.

(7164)



L.

IV.

a. In versc 2-5a of the next chapter the prophet sees Him who will rule and
reign over the future spiritual kingdom.

b. "And this One will be our peace.” See Isaiah 9:6. (For a tuller discussion
see pages 113-114).

THE OUTLINE

A.

The book is divided into three sections with the central thought being Present Judge-

Ment but Future Blessing. The present judgement is because of Israel's unfaithfulness
to the Covenant. The future blessing is because of Jehovah's unchanginngaLthfulneAd

to it.

pe=== DRESENT JUDGEMENT but FUTURE BLESSING “ §

I. Imminent Judgement Declared, ch.1-3
II. Ultimate Blessing Promised, ch.4-5
ITI. Present Repentance Pleaded, ch.6-7

TEXT and CONTEXT - A FINAL LOOK...
A.

B.

Imminent Judgement Declared, ch.1-3. Micah begins with a three chapter general decla-

.ration of Comingﬂﬁéié@iEXWERQQ“JudahMLi;Z:iY:::Andwwhatwismtheﬂreasonqun.this soon-—

_to-be judgement? 1:5. Her wounds brought on by her sins were incurable (1:9). As a

‘result, Assyria was on the verge of taking even-Jerusalem.—
"1. In 702-701 B.C. king Sennacherib of Assyria invaded Judah and captured some 46
~Gifies. He then marched on Jerusalem and in his own words had Hezekiah shut up

"like @ bird in a cage.” However, due to Hezekiah's faith and Isaiah's prayer
(and no doubt Micah's too) - Jerusalem was sparred.
a. For the historical reference - see 2 Kings 18-19; 2 Chron. 32; and Isa.36-37.

2. In the latter half of the first chapter Micah uses an interesting ''play-on-words'
to describe the capture of these Judean cities by Sennacherib. The play-on-words
‘would be parallel to our saying: "Jn Philadelphia there is no brotherdy love.”
Paraphrased, it reads: o o B -

Tell it not in Gath ("Tell-town')

Roll yourself in the dust at Beth-le-aphrah ("Dust~zown')

Pass by, inhabitant of Saphir ("Beauty-town') in shameful nakedness
The inhabitant of Zaanan ("March-town') does not march

In Beth-ezel ("Neighbor-town") there will be no more neighbor

The inhabitant of Maroth ("Bittea-town") will receive only bitterness
Do not harness the horses in Lachish ("Horse-town')

The houses of Achzib ("False-spring') will become a deception
Another will take possession of Mareshah ("Hein-zown')

And the glory of Israel will enter Adullam (a cave of wild beasts)

3. In the midst of the judgement picture Micah interrupts with a paragraph of en-
couragement and hope. See giig:lg;_;ﬁy;luxﬁﬂSaLmuil_bﬁwthewMessiahawhomwill

break down the wall of sin and lead His people in victory..

a. One final note.. rs_later Jeremiah came to-appreciate Micah's
wonk and especially what Micah said in 3:12. It saved-Jeremiah's life!
See Jeremiah 26:16-19,24.

Ultimate Blessing Promised, ch.4-5. Here again is two whole chapters dedicated to the

Messianic hope. Three quick points of observation: _

1. Micah specifically names the Jerusalem captor: it will not be Assyria, but
gabylon! 4:10

2. See 5:7. Those in the New spiritual Israel are to exercise a refreshing spiritual

“and moral influence among the nations as does the morning dew and welcome rains

-;iﬁ:;;dny_landa Jesus said it another way, "Let your Light shine before men in
such a way that they may see your good woaks, and glonify your Fathen who is in
heaven" (Matt. 5:16).

3. _Read 5:15. Here is the key for our nation's survival. No nation can with im-

_punity reject the Christ and His truth and expect to survive.

e c—

(165)



‘Here is the court scene of Judah's trial. The

present Repentance Pleaded, ch.6-7. y Criz
mountains who have witnessed the whole of Israel's history are called forth as the

funy. {ghovah is the prosecuting attoaney and Micah_i§ﬂthe.gaua4§$wﬁgi_£hgpde£@n4g
(6:1-2). o
1. Jehovah's challenge: 6:3-5. Call to mind all the rightous acts of Jehovah and

“then find one thing of an evil nature that could be charged against Him.
2. Micah E§£§lefic§m§hg”natioq_mgﬁm_i§~‘M§earches for a solution to their sinful

e

dondition. What does the Lord want? (6:6) Does He expect quanity? (6:7).

/%7ZQ/{77Wjjg' a. Jehovah's reply is in 6:8.

b. The courts judgement: Guilty as charged! (6:13)

/y77)%35;27‘f’p§gginning with 7:7 Micah speaks on behalf of the spiritual remnant who confess

their 5ins and turn to Jehovah. They realize Jehovah's judgement is just and
yet they have the faith to believe that out of calamity there will come bless-
ing, out of darkness will come light (7:7-9).

Conclusion

1.

We again think of Micah's closing question in 7:18 - "Who is a God like unto Thee?"
How worthy is the God you worship? Ladicﬁ,and_ﬁﬁnilﬁmen+_Hewis”wnnthy_Qf“all\that«we

would possibly give and so much more.

We close remembering the words and music of Tillit S. Teddlie, who wrote:

Wonthy of praise is Christ ourn Redeemen;
Wonthy of. glony, honor and power!

Worthy of all our soul's adoration...
Wonthy art Thou! Wonthy art Thou!

(166)



NAHUM:

“All their faces are drained of colour” (Nahum 2: 10) - Lessons from the fall of
Nineveh

Jimmie B. Hill

“She is empty, and void, and waste: and the heart melteth, and the knees smite
together, and much pain is in all loins, and the faces of them all gather
blackness” (Nahum 2:10 - KJV). This is how the inspired prophet Nahum described the
capital city of Assyria, Nineveh. “Empty” and “void” and “waste” was the prophets
prediction of the utter ruin that was to come to that once magnificent city. It was
Sennacherib who made Nineveh such a magnificent city. He laid out new streets and built
beautiful squares, parks, gardens, and water works throughout the city and built within its
wall the famous “palace without rival.” It is said that the palace took ten thousand workers
twenty years to build and took fifteen million tons of earth and brick to complete it.

Its population was around six hundred thousand. The city was founded by Nimrod, who
was the great grandson of Noah (Genesis 10:11). The city was sixty miles in
circumference and its walls were one hundred feet high. The wall itself was an ancient
marvel. It was so thick that four chariots could drive along side by side at the same time. It
had fifteen hundred defense towers that were two hundred feet high and fifteen gates. For
further defense, there was a moat around the city that was one hundred forty feet wide
and sixty feet deep.

The remainder of verse ten is a description of the aggravated state of mind that the
citizens of Nineveh would experience at the great destruction of their beloved city. The
phrase, “..the faces of them all gather blackness” of the King James Version, is an
unusual rendering of the Hebrew. Some versions have translated “blackness” as
“drained of color” while others read “black fear” or “waxed pale.” In each of these
renderings, however, the idea is that the terrible and complete destruction on the city
would have a grave effect upon its citizens that would be shown in their faces.

Consider this quote from page 66, Myers, Ancient History.

“Saracus, who came to the throne towards the end of the 7" century B.C., was
the last of the long line of Assyrian kings. For nearly or quite six centuries the
Ninevite kings had now lorded it over the East. There was scarcely a state in all
Western Asia that during this time had not, in the language of the royal
inscriptions, ‘borne the heavy yoke of their lordship,” scarcely a people that had
not suffered their cruel punishments, or tasted the bitterness of enforced exile.
But now swift misfortunes were bearing down upon the oppressor from every
quarter. Egypt revolted and tore Syria away from the empire; from the mountain
defiles on the east issued the armies of the recent-grown empire of the Aryan
Medes, led by the renowned Cyaxares; from the southern lowlands, anxious to
aid in the overthrow of the hated oppressor, the Babylonians joined the Medes
as allies, and together they laid close siege to Nineveh. The city was finally
taken and sacked [plundered], and dominion passed away forever from the
proud capital. Two hundred years later, when Xenophon with his Ten Thousand

36



Greeks, in his memorable retreat passed the spot, the once great city was a
crumbling mass of ruins of which he could not even learn the name.”

The Assyrians were a very cruel and war-like people. They had reigned supreme in the
region for almost two hundred and fifty years. However, though they could win wars, once
their enemies were conquered, they could not control nor rule them. Neither would they
repent before Jehovah God!

It is ironic that “Nahum” means “comfort or compassion.” Nahum announces Jehovah
God’s displeasure with Nineveh and seems to very glad concerning the impending
downfall and doom that lies before the city. He has been referred to as “The Prophet of
Vengeance” which seemed to be a source of obvious comfort to Judah. His home was
Elkosh which was probably in Galilee. The meaning of the word “Capernaum” means
“village of Nahum.” He was a contemporary of Jeremiah and Zephaniah.

The theme of the book of Nahum is the destruction of Nineveh and this is the second book
of the Bible that deals with Nineveh. The first book was the book of Jonah which was
written approximately 100-150 years before the book of Nahum. The book was probably
written about 612 B.C., which was just shortly before the fall of Nineveh.

In the book of Nahum, one can see the vengeance and the slow anger of God (Nahum
1:1-7). This is the same message that Jonah preached some 100-150 years earlier. The
text teaches that, although Nineveh had received the message before, the Lord’s
longsuffering must not be interpreted as indifference or a lack of power. God, throughout
time, has been patient and longsuffering. Many in the Old Testament believed, just as
many do today, that because sin is not immediately punished that it will never be punished.
The book of Nahum shows the reader that this is not so! Jehovah God does get angry and
when His anger is made manifest by His actions, nothing will stop or pervert His will
(Nahum 1:2, 3; 6; 8-14). The Lord was taking care of Judah and His destruction of Nineveh
was the deliverance of the Jews (Nahum 1:15).

Although the Bible does not tell us exactly who overthrew Nineveh, history reveals that it
was primarily the Medes, Chaldeans, and Scythians. However, the careful reader can see
Jehovah God’s hand in it. The Tigris River rose and flooded during this time and washed
away part of the great defensive walls of Nineveh (Nahum 1:8, 9). There were chariots in
the streets, there was a call to defend the city but without response, they had an
abundance of “things” but nothing would help (Nahum 2:1-9).

It is interesting that the symbol of Assyria was the lion. Lions have no fear. They live by
themselves in prides and protect and provide for one another. Any outsider is devoured. In
Nahum 2:11-13, the reader will see that now the enemies of Assyria were going to treat

them the way they had been treated. Jehovah God taught Nineveh that they were to reap
that which they had sown.

In chapter three, the reader can see a very vivid and haunting picture of war. Chariots can
be heard, horses are jumping with fright, and there are the numerous bodies of the slain
scattered throughout the streets (vs. 1-3).

The great and powerful city is porirayed as a harlot that has been stripped, cast down, and
has been covered with appalling filth (Nahum 3:4-6). Nahum then tells Nineveh that she is
no better than No Amon (Nahum 3:8; Jeremiah 46:25; Ezekiel 30:14-16). This was the city
of Thebes which was located in Egypt four miles south of Cairo. This city had a large
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population, it had allies, and it was protected by the sea. Yet, like Nineveh, when Jehovah
God’s judgment was made, it was no more secure than the ripe fig shaken by the wind and
ruined (Nahum 3:12).

Also in chapter three, Nahum condemns those whose trust is in bricks and mortar.
Mockingly, the prophet tells the Ninevites to draw water for the making of bricks to fortify

the city for their defense (v.14). He then mocks the instability of Nineveh’s leadership and
how fleeting their power was against God (vs. 17, 18).

Then, in chapter three and verse nineteen, Nahum states that N