
 Free Bible study on Exodus 6 to Exodus 13 
 
 
 

Introduction:  In this section we witness the contest between God and Pharaoh over the release of the 
Israelites from Egyptian slavery.  God sends plague after plague on Egypt, but Pharaoh hardens his heart 
again and again each time punishment is removed.  Finally Pharaoh is broken by the last plague, which 
kills his firstborn son.  God is seen by Egypt, Israel and the nations as superior to the gods of Egypt.  The 
Israelites eat their first Passover supper and the next day march out of Egypt. 
 
 

Notes on Exodus 6-13: 
 
6:2 - I am the LORD (YHWH or Yahweh).  Yahweh is the personal name of God. 
 
6:3 - God Almighty (Hebrew:  El Shaddai). 
 
by my name the LORD [Yahweh] I did not make myself known to them.  This poses a problem, for the 
name LORD (Yahweh) is often used in the accounts of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and they sometimes 
called him by that name.  Three possible explanations have been suggested to resolve the seeming 
conflict. 
 
1) The Lord is making a general statement to Moses, meaning that he usually did not speak of 

himself to the patriarchs as LORD, although there were exceptions. 
 
2) The patriarchs actually used the term God or the term Lord (small capitals, Hebrew: Adonai), but 

since the Genesis account was written by Moses after God revealed himself as LORD (Yahweh), 
Moses referred to God that way in the accounts he wrote.  But this is an unlikely explanation since 
Moses tells of people in Genesis who address God as LORD (Yahweh). 

 
3) The patriarchs were aware of the name Yahweh but did not know the name in the sense that they 

understood all its power and meaning.  J. Clement Connell, in The New Bible Commentary (F. 
Davidson et. al., eds., Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, MI, 1963), says that here 
God is not revealing the name itself as new, but is revealing an aspect of God’s character that 

belongs to the name.  God is revealing himself as the covenant God, the faithful God who will take 
Israel as his own and live in covenant relationship with them - see verse 7.  Connell points out that 
centuries later in Ezekiel’s time, though the people knew the name Yahweh well, God says to 

them repeatedly, “You shall know that I am the LORD (Yahweh).”  They knew the name itself but 

needed to learn the character of the God they had abandoned.  This third explanation is probably 
the best. 

 
According to the NIV text note, Exodus 6:3b alternately can be translated, "and by my name the LORD did 
I not let myself be known to them?" 
 
6:7 - I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God - Whenever you find this language, as you 
often will in the Old Testament as well as the New, it is covenant language.  God always deals with people 
through covenant, a solemn agreement in which God and people commit to each other and know what to 
expect of each other and what is expected of them.  That is why we need not only to know about God, but 
to know God personally in a covenant relationship.  God had covenants with many Old Testament persons 
including Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob - see 6:4.  God entered into the Mosaic covenant with 
the new nation of Israel after they left Egypt.  Christians relate to God through Christ in the "New 
Covenant" - see Jeremiah 31:31-34; Matthew 26:26ff; 2 Corinthians 3; Hebrews 8-10. 
 
The covenant we are most accustomed to now is marriage.  In fact, when God makes his covenant with 
Israel at Sinai, he figuratively takes Israel as his "wife" and becomes her "husband."  Thus God often 
speaks of his jealousy when Israel turns away to other gods.  Are you personally in covenant relationship 
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with God?  If you are, you will know how and when you entered into that relationship, for it cannot be a 
casual matter.  God still wants us to be his people and wants to be our God - 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1. 
 
6:8 - land - The land of Canaan which God promised Abraham and the patriarchs would belong to their 
descendants. 
 
6:9 - did not listen - The faith of the Israelites was very weak and fragile. 
 
6:14 - These were the heads - Verses 14 through 27 are a parenthesis inserted in the story to explain the 
genealogy of Moses and Aaron.  Moses first mentions Reuben and Simeon in order to show the position 
of Levi in the age order of Jacob's sons. 
 
6:16 - Gershon, Kohath..Merari - From Kohath would come the family of priests (all of the priests would be 
descended from Aaron within the branch of Kohath).  From the tribe of Levi would come the helpers in the 
service of God. 
 
6:18 - Amram is the father of Moses and Aaron. 
 
6:23 - Eleazar would succeed Aaron as high priest in future. 
 
7:1 - prophet - The word means one who speaks for another.  It does not necessarily involve foretelling 
the future. 
 
7:3 - harden Pharaoh's heart - God does not want anyone to be lost - 2 Peter 3:9 - and he will never 
harden the heart of an honest person who is seeking to know and obey God.  But as part of his judgment 
on obstinate sinners, God hardens those who have irreversibly hardened themselves, who have rejected 
all God's efforts to lead them to life and truth.  Compare 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12; Romans 1:24-28.  
Pharaoh often hardened his own heart - Exodus 8:15, 32; 9:34.  God would have preferred that Pharaoh 
humble himself before God and obey him so that God could bless Pharaoh and his people.  Since 
Pharaoh refused, God could use him in another way, as an object lesson and as a way of demonstrating 
the glory and power of God - Exodus 6:5; 9:16; 10:1, 2; Romans 9:17, 18. 
 
7:11 - sorcerers - 2 Timothy 3:8 tells us that these men were named Jannes and Jambres.  Satan also 
has power and uses it to produce "lying signs" - Matthew 24:24; 2 Thessalonians 2:9.  Sorcerers and 
magicians using Satan's power have also opposed the gospel.  A magician named Elymas or Bar-Jesus 
opposed Paul's preaching on the Island of Cyprus - Acts 13:6-12. 
 
magicians did the same things - They were able to counterfeit miracles from God up to a point. 
 
7:12 - Aaron's staff swallowed up their staffs, proving the superior power of God. 
 
7:15 - Go to Pharaoh...on the bank of the Nile - Pharaoh customarily bathed in the river, just as Pharaoh's 
daughter did - Exodus 1. 
 
Take in your hand the staff - Moses would use it to do the same miracle before Pharaoh.  That staff 
became a symbol of the power of God working through Moses. 
 
7:17 - changed into blood. Thus the ten plagues of God on Egypt would begin.  The plagues may have 
taken up to a year.  We have no way to know. 
 
7:19 - over the waters of Egypt - Many of the plagues were directly aimed at the gods of Egypt.  The Nile 
River was a principal object of worship. 
 
7:24 - dug along the Nile - God was merciful in sparing the underground water so people would not die of 
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thirst. 
 
8:2 - The second plague would be frogs.  The frog was also a "god" in Egypt. 
 
8:8 - Pray - Temporarily Pharaoh seemed to humble himself, but his humility only lasted until the trouble 
went away.  How often has God disciplined us and yet we turned back to our old way as soon as God 
relented?  We will do that if we are living basically for ourselves and our heart has not really turned to God. 
 
8:9 - setting the time - So that Pharaoh would know that the relief from the frogs was obviously God's 
doing. 
 
8:17 - gnats - The third plague.  Some translations have "lice." 
 
8:18 - magicians tried...could not - Sometimes Christians worry that they will be deceived by Satan's 
counterfeits to the point that they will not recognize where they are headed.  But this story shows clearly 
that Satan cannot successfully counterfeit the works and fruits of God for very long.  Satan cannot 
produce real agape love, for example.  God is faithful and will provide a way for us to escape Satan's 
deceptive temptations if we really love the truth - 1 Corinthians 10:13. 
 
8:21 - flies - (NASB has "insects") - the fourth plague. 
 
8:22 - no swarms in Goshen.  This is a clear indication that the flies were not just a natural occurrence. 
 
8:25 - Go sacrifice - Pharaoh is suffering enough that he knows he must give way, but his stubborn heart 
will not give an inch more than he has to.  He tries to bargain with Moses for less than God demands.  
People still try to make an accommodation with God so that they can hold on to as much of the world and 
its ways as possible.  Rather, we should completely turn our lives over to the Lordship of Christ. 
 
9:3 - plague on livestock - The fifth plague.  This plague also struck at a "god" of Egypt, for the Egyptians 
worshiped the bull as a deity. 
 
9:4 - no animal belonging to the Israelites will die - Again a clear evidence of a miracle. 
 
9:6 - All...livestock...died - A general statement, since other animals later were killed by hail.  Moses 
specified that it was the livestock in the field which would die - see 9:3.  Or there may have been time 
enough between the plagues that some of the livestock were replaced. 
 
9:9 - festering boils - The sixth plague. 
 
9:11 - magicians could not stand before Moses - Because of illness with the boils?  Because of shame? 
 
9:18 - hailstorm - The seventh plague. 
 
9:19 - shelter - A merciful warning. 
 
9:20 - Those...who feared...the LORD - This plague was designed in such a way that those who believed 
God's word could protect themselves somewhat from loss.  Compare the HIV/AIDS plague today.  
Although some innocent people suffer, generally those who honor God's moral boundaries are protected. 
 
9:27 - I have sinned - Pharaoh sounds genuinely penitent, but a person in the middle of discipline often 
does.  One often hears tearful penitence from addicts and alcoholics and habitual adulterers before the 
craving rises again.  Only time can tell how deep the resolutions really are.  Pharaoh's case shows the 
difference between being penitent because we have offended God and being sorry because we have 
gotten caught or have to bear unpleasant consequences.   
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10:2 - tell your children and grandchildren - God wants us to tell our children and grandchildren the 
goodness and power of God.   
 
know that I am the LORD - This is a fundamental thing we must know if we are going to walk with God. 
 
10:4 - locusts - the eighth plague. 
 
10:7 - Pharaoh's officials had more sense than the king.  They knew that continued obstinacy would 
destroy them. 
 
10:19 - strong west wind - God often incorporated existing natural forces into his miracles, but what 
happened was still due to supernatural intervention. 
 
10:21 - darkness - the ninth plague.  The sun was a supreme god in Egypt. 
 
10:24 - leave your flocks and herds - This is the fourth compromise Pharaoh has proposed.  First he said, 
"You can worship, but only here in the land" - 8:25.  Then he said, "Go outside, but not very far away" - 
8:28.  Then he said, "Go, but leave your families here" - 10:11.  Finally he said, "Go even with your 
families, but leave your possessions behind" - 10:24. 
 
Satan deals with us much the same way.  He says, "If you have to serve God, all right, but stay here in the 
world and don't really separate from it."  If he can't have that, he says, "Worship, but don't get far away 
from the world or the old life."  Failing that, he says, "Serve God if you must, but don't lead your family the 
same way."  Or he may say, "Serve God, but not with your possessions and money." 
 
11:1 - one more plague - And Pharaoh's power will be broken. 
 
11:2 - ask...articles of silver and gold - Though the Israelites would take these things with them when they 
left, it would not be stealing, because God, the supreme judge, had awarded these things to Israel 
because of the damage suffered at the hands of the Egyptians. 
 
11:4 - This is what the LORD says - Moses is here speaking to Pharaoh.  In 10:29 Moses had said 
Pharaoh would never see Moses' face again.  Moses may now be speaking to Pharaoh through an 
intermediary, or Moses may not yet have left from the previous hearing with Pharaoh. 
 
11:5 - Every firstborn son...will die - the tenth plague. 
 
12:2 - first month - Appropriate since their nation was beginning right here. 
 
12:3 - take a lamb - Thus began the annual Passover observance of the Jews in memory of God's 
deliverance of Israel from Egypt and his sparing of the firstborn sons of Israel when he struck the 
Egyptians. 
 
12:5 - without defect - God deserved the very best people had to offer. 
 
12:8 - bread made without yeast - This flat bread symbolized the haste with which Israel would move out 
of Egypt.  There would not be enough time for bread to rise. 
 
12:11 - Eat it in haste - The same idea. 
 
12:13 - when I see the blood, I will pass over you - So also today when we are covered by the atoning 
blood of Christ, God passes over us, forgiving us while he punishes the impenitent world.  Paul calls Christ 
our Passover - 1 Corinthians 5:6-8.  He is the "Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world" - John 
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1:29. 
 
12:15 - remove the yeast from your houses - Removing the yeast symbolized removing sin from their 
lives. Paul picks up on this comparison in 1 Corinthians 5 when he tells the church to put out of its 
membership the impenitent immoral man.  Sometimes in the Bible yeast symbolizes good.  Jesus used it 
as a picture of the spreading of the kingdom of God - Matthew 13:33. 
 
12:26 - when your children ask you - Memorials are very valuable as helps to our faith.  We have another 
great memorial in the church:  the Lord's Supper.  The Israelites would later pile up stones as a memorial 
where they crossed Jordan into Canaan.  The tablets containing the Ten Commandments would be kept 
in the Ark of the Covenant, along with Aaron's rod.  Stones containing the law of God would be set up on a 
mountain in Canaan. 
 
Some Christians and families have personal memorials so that they will not forget important events in their 
walk with God or great things God has done for them.  One young single woman wore a wedding ring as a 
symbol of her belonging to Christ.  Some parents give their daughters a ring which symbolizes a pledge to 
remain sexually pure before marriage.  What would be some good memorials for us to use today? 
 
12:31 - Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron - There are two possible identities for the Pharaoh of the 
exodus:  Amenhotep II, who lived around 1400 BC, and Merneptah, who lived around 1200 BC.  In neither 
case did the firstborn succeed to the throne.  The earlier Pharaoh fits better with the chronology of Israel's 
history after this time. 
 
12:33 - we will all die! - How much less pain Egypt would have suffered if they had submitted to God 
sooner.  The same goes for us.  When we do not listen to God’s will, his love causes him to discipline us 

so we can be saved.  If we don’t heed his discipline, we make it necessary for him to increase it.  Paul 

writes, “If we judged ourselves, we would not come under judgment” - 1 Corinthians 11:31, 32. 

 
12:37 - journeyed - What a day this was for Israel after 430 years in Egypt! 
 
six hundred thousand men besides women and children - This means that the whole nation numbered two 
or three million. 
 
12:38 - Many other people of other races joined their fortunes with those of Israel.  Maybe some of them 
were also slaves and saw a chance to leave. 
 
12:46 - Do not break any of the bones - This is not only a direction for preparing the Passover lamb, but it 
is prophetic in that no bone of Christ was broken at his death - John 19:33-36. 
 
13:2 - every firstborn male - These belonged to God because he had spared them in the last plague.  
Later God also requires the people to bring him the first fruits of their fields, vineyards and orchards.  This 
is to teach the people the important lesson that God must be first in our lives.  If we are mixed up on that, 
our whole life gets messed up. 
 
13:9 - sign on your hand...reminder on your forehead - Later Jews actually wore little scrolls of God's word 
on hands and forehead.  
 
13:17 - If they face war - Notice the wise and careful shepherding of God.  In the same way, today's 
shepherds in the church should understand how much their people can handle.  For example, even with 
legitimate change, there is a limit to how much people can handle at once. 
 
13:19 - bones of Joseph - They kept the promise their fathers had made to Joseph to bury his bones in 
Canaan - Genesis 50:25. 
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13:21 - pillar of cloud...fire - This was always a sign to them of God's presence.  This symbolizes the Holy 
Spirit who is God's presence with us Christians today, and who leads us - compare 1 Corinthians 10:1ff. 
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