
Free Bible Commentary on Numbers 32-36 
 
 
Introduction:  We are in the last days of Moses' life.  The tribes of Reuben and Gad request that they 
receive their inheritance in the land east of Jordan already captured by Israel.  Moses agrees to this 
provided the men of Gad and Reuben will go on and fight along with the other tribes for possession of the 
land west of Jordan.  God dictates the boundaries of the Promised Land and the method of dividing it.  
Cities are to be set apart for the Levites throughout the land, and six cities of refuge for sheltering 
unintentional manslayers from the avenger.  A further decision is given about the land inheritance of 
women where there is no male heir.  Moses gathers the people and recounts to them the history of their 
wanderings since they received the law of God at Sinai. 
 
 

Notes on Numbers 32-36 
 
32:6 - Shall your countrymen go to war? - From long experience Moses knew to be wary.  It appeared that 
these tribes might be looking for a way to inherit land without having to fight all the battles that lay ahead.  
If so, they were no different from the people who had been afraid to conquer Canaan 40 years earlier, and 
they would discourage the rest of the tribes. 
 
32:14 - brood of sinners - Though the two tribes later agree to go into Canaan and fight, Moses may be 
right here about their original intentions. 
 
32:17 - We are ready - We will do our part in conquering the whole land. 
 
32:22 - your possession - Moses is willing to work with these tribes on their request if they will do their 
part. 
 
32:33 - Manasseh - We learn here that the half-tribe of Manasseh also took part of its inheritance east of 
Jordan. 
 
33:1 - stages - There follows a long list of the places where Israel camped during their wanderings in the 
desert.  The list doesn't mean much to the modern reader but it is important to Israel as part of its history. 
 
33:3 - boldly - Not cowed slaves as they had been before. 
 
33:4 - on their gods - God was not only fighting with the Egyptians but was demonstrating that he alone is 
the living, powerful God. 
 
33:48 - plains of Moab - The list of camps ends with their current location, poised to cross Jordan and 
conquer the land. 
 
33:52 - drive out...destroy - Idolatry destroyed people morally and spiritually.  It took people away from the 
living God who could save them.  It taught people to live for self and for their own lusts.  It involved all 
kinds of sexual immorality and perversion, cruelty, and even human sacrifice.  It awakened perverted and 
demonic desires in people who otherwise would have behaved normally.  It aroused people in ways that 
were very hard to reverse.  It had an overwhelming appeal to the sensual nature.  And the whole spirit of 
idolatry was to manipulate one’s god, not serve him. 
 
God knew that if Israel let pagan Canaanites live among them, and left their idols and shrines intact, Israel 
would inevitably be drawn into idolatry and would turn their backs on the living and holy God who alone 
could save them. 
 
For Israel there were some destructive things that could not be played with.  So there are for Christians.   
 

Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in 
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common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? What harmony is there between 
Christ and Belial? What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? What agreement is 
there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God has 
said:  "I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my 
people." "Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, 
and I will receive you." "I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the 
Lord Almighty." Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from 
everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God. - 2 
Corinthians 6:14 - 7:1 

 
Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins 
sexually sins against his own body. - 1 Corinthians 6:18 

 
Compare 2 Timothy 2:19-22; Hebrews 12:14.  If we use no discretion about what we view or read, the 
Internet sites we visit, about our music, recreation and the people we run with, the things we fantasize 
about, we will inevitably be weakened or even carried away by these influences.   
 
33:56 - do to you - If God's people are no cleaner than the pagans, they will come under the same 
judgment as the pagans. 
 
34:1 - boundaries - This is how far they are to go in conquering the land. 
 
34:3 - Edom - They are to stop at Edom since Edom is kin to Israel and has received its land from God - 
Deuteronomy 2:5. 
 
Salt Sea - That is, the Dead Sea. 
 
34:5 - the Sea - The Mediterranean. 
 
34:6 - Great Sea - The Mediterranean. 
 
34:11 - Sea of Kinnereth - The Sea of Galilee. 
 
34:13 - by lot - So that no one could accuse the leaders of favoring one person or tribe above another. 
 
34:17 - men who are to assign - God wanted to establish the authority of Joshua and Eleazar while Moses 
was still alive. 
 
34:18 - one leader from each tribe - So that all could see that the land was being fairly divided.  We learn 
here that with wisdom, much jealousy and strife in the church can be avoided. 
 
35:2 - give the Levites towns - The Levites had no regular land inheritance because God wanted them to 
be free from normal agricultural work and to devote themselves to God's religious service.  They would 
live on the offerings of the people but they did need places to stay. 
 
35:3 - pasturelands - Though agriculture would not be their occupation, they would keep some animals for 
the immediate food needs of their households. 
 
35:6 - cities of refuge - Places where one who has killed a person unintentionally could be safe from the 
avenger while his case was being investigated. 
 
35:12 - avenger - In cases of actual murder, God allowed the relative of the murdered person to go after 
and kill the murderer - 35:19. 
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35:21, 22 - murderer...unintentionally - God distinguishes between murder and manslaughter, just as we 
do today. 
 
35:30 - witnesses - The requirement of more than one witness for capital punishment protected a person 
from false accusation by an enemy. 
 
35:31 - surely be put to death - In God's mind, nothing can satisfy justice in the case of murder except the 
death of the murderer.  "Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the 
image of God has God made man" - Genesis 9:6; compare Numbers 35:33.  God instituted capital 
punishment and obviously does not disapprove of it.  In the New Testament God's attitude is no different - 
Romans 13:1-4; Acts 25:11.  We should take no pleasure in the destruction of any life, but we should 
recognize the necessity of real justice if society is to survive.  Liberalism and secular humanism have 
gradually undermined our sense of justice and responsibility.  But society will disintegrate without this 
sense. 
 
36:2 - inheritance...to his daughters (He had no sons) - Numbers 27:1-11. 
 
36:3 - inheritance...taken - It will be transferred to the tribe of the husband. 
 
36:6 - marry within the tribal clan of their father - Thus the inheritance will remain within the tribe. 
 
 

Notes on Deuteronomy 1-3 
 
The name "Deuteronomy" means "Second Law."  The name comes from the fact that in this book Moses 
repeats the Ten Commandments and many other laws of God, reminding the people in hope that they will 
be faithful to God after entering Canaan.  The book was written by Moses except for chapter 34, the 
account of Moses' death, which was probably written by Joshua or Eleazar. 
 
Moses is about to die and this book contains his farewell to Israel.  Here we see into the heart of Moses.  
In chapters 1-3 Moses recounts what God has done with Israel beginning with the exodus from Egypt. 
 
1:3 - fortieth year - It had been forty years since Israel left Mount Sinai.  They had wandered forty years 
because of their unbelief at the first attempt to enter Canaan.  Moses was 40 when he fled Egypt after 
killing the Egyptian, 80 when God sent him to Egypt to confront Pharaoh, and 120 at his death. 
 
1:6 - Horeb - Another name for Mount Sinai, where God gave the law to the people and entered into 
covenant with them. 
 
1:15 - appointed them to have authority - Moses reminds the people of how the judges at various levels 
got their authority.  This will help the people continue to respect these leaders. 
 
1:19 - Kadesh Barnea - Where Israel was poised the first time to enter Canaan. 
 
1:26 - unwilling to go up - Did not have faith that God would help you conquer the land. 
 
2:4 - Seir - A synonym for Edom, the land of the descendants of Esau, Jacob's brother.   
 
2:7 - have not lacked anything - Though the people wandered in the desert because of the sentence of 
God, he cared for them lovingly. 
 
2:9 - Moabites - Kinsmen of Israel because they were descendants of Lot, Abraham's nephew. 
 
2:19 - Ammonites - Also kin to Israel through Lot, their forefather. 
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2:30 - made his spirit stubborn - Just as God had hardened the heart of Pharaoh in Egypt 40 years before. 
Those who deserved to be destroyed were set up for destruction. 
 
2:34 - no survivors - At this point the Israelites were obeying God's command to clean out the Canaanites 
completely so they would not entice Israel into idolatry. 
 
2:36 - not one town was too strong for us - Moses wants the people to remember this when they go to 
conquer the West Bank towns.  They are not to be afraid as their fathers were 40 years earlier. 
 
3:5 - high walls - Moses is saying, "See, we did it by God's help!  You don't need to worry about the strong 
cities in Canaan." 
 
3:11 - thirteen feet - NASB:  nine cubits.  A cubit was the distance from the elbow to the tip of the fingers, 
about 18 inches.  There were giants in the land, but God was stronger. 
 
3:18 - men...must cross over as you promised.  You must not leave your brothers to fight alone in 
conquering the main part of Canaan across the Jordan. 
 
3:21 - You have seen...all the LORD...has done - Past experiences of the Lord's help make us more 
confident as we face today's problems. 
 
3:25 - Let me go over - Moses had worked for long years to bring Israel to the border of Canaan and 
longed to be part of it when the people crossed over.  But God remained firm.  Moses had given up his 
right to enter Canaan when he failed to honor God at Meribah/Kadesh where water came from the rock. 
 
3:27 - Go up...look at the land - God was kind enough to let Moses see the land from a distance. 
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