
 Bible Study Notes on Numbers 7-15 
 
 
 
Introduction:  Numbers 7-15 records the completion of the setting up of the tabernacle and its ministry.  
We then travel with Israel as they start out from Sinai toward the Promised Land.  Moses' helpers and the 
people rebel against Moses at times and God deals severely with them.  At the edge of Canaan spies are 
sent to look over the land.  At the report of the giant Canaanites and their fortified cities, the Israelites lose 
their faith and rebel against Moses for bringing them out of Egypt.  God sentences the people to wander 
for forty years in the wilderness.  Thus the first attempt to possess the land of Canaan fails. 
 
 

Notes on Numbers 7-15 
 
7:1 - consecrated - As God had commanded earlier in detail. 
 
7:2 - offerings - It was right for the leaders to honor God on this important occasion. 
 
7:9 - not...to the Kohathites - This group had responsibility for transporting the objects such as the Ark of 
the Covenant, the altar of incense, etc.  These objects were not to be carried in a common way on carts, 
but were to be hand carried with special care and reverence - Numbers 4:5-15. 
 
7:11 - offering for the dedication of the altar - This was in addition to the carts and oxen 
 
7:13, 14 - plate...bowl...dish - These would be used in the handling of various offerings. 
 
7:89 - heard the voice...from between the two cherubim - Numbers 12:6-8 tells us, 
 

When a prophet of the LORD is among you, I reveal myself to him in visions, I speak to him in 
dreams. But this is not true of my servant Moses; he is faithful in all my house. With him I speak 
face to face, clearly and not in riddles; he sees the form of the LORD. 

 
atonement cover - KJV has "mercy seat."  This was where God met the representatives of his people. 
 
8:6 - make them ceremonially clean - They could not come near the Lord and the holy things to help the 
priests until this had been done. 
 
lay their hands on them - Perhaps so the Levites could represent the people in holy service.  Certainly as a 
symbol of appointment by the whole congregation to their holy office.  The symbolic act of laying on of 
hands has been important through much of Bible history.  Sometimes it is used in connection with 
conferring blessings, sometimes as a symbolic transfer of responsibilities or of sins, sometimes as a 
conferral of the Holy Spirit, sometimes as an act of appointment to office.  In the last case it may also 
symbolize a transfer of grace and power for the office. 
 
The laying on of hands is important in the New Testament and probably should be used among Christians 
much more than it is. 
 
8:19 - given...to Aaron and his sons (the priests).  The Levites were helpers to the priests like deacons 
were helpers to the elders in the early church. 
 
9:2 - celebrate the Passover - It had now been a year since the death of the Egyptian firstborn and the 
exodus from Egypt. 
 
9:11 - second month - God was no doubt pleased that his people should want to celebrate the Passover, 
and in his mercy he set up an alternate observance for special cases.  This is not unlike some 
congregations who serve communion again in a Sunday evening service for people who could not be 
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present on Sunday morning. 
 
9:17 - cloud lifted...Israelites set out - This is comparable to Christians being led by the Spirit. 
 
10:2 - make two trumpets - Having no modern communications, the Israelites used what worked for them. 
Loud trumpets could be heard across the entire camp. 
 
10:9 - remembered by the LORD - In time of war, the trumpet blast was like a prayer to God for help. 
 
10:12 - Israelites set out - They had been at Mount Sinai for just over a year.  This time had been needed 
to organize the people as a nation and to set up the system of worship. 
 
10:29 - Hobab - This son of Reuel (Jethro) was a valuable scout who knew the desert which the Israelites 
had to traverse.  He knew sources of water, best routes, etc. 
 
11:1 - the people complained - Just when things were starting to move and were going well, as so often 
happens in God's work, human weakness and the devil caused trouble. 
 
anger was aroused - God wants his children to have a spirit of faith and confidence.  Even in face of 
difficulties he wants them to depend on him in quiet trust.  Grumbling and complaining are sinful.  They 
are the opposite of faith and gratitude.  And if you want to be happy, realize that thankfulness almost 
equals happiness, while a complaining spirit equals misery. 
 
11:5 - We remember the fish - The Israelites needed to remember that they were experiencing difficulty in 
order to receive a far greater blessing than anything they had in Egypt.  But people quickly forget.  Some 
Christians start out enthusiastically for the Lord, but when required to sacrifice and persevere, they 
remember the pleasures and sins of the past life and want to turn back. 
 
11:6 - this manna - Instead of being grateful to God for sustaining them faithfully with free food, the people 
expressed an evil, ungrateful, rebellious heart. 
 
11:10 - wailing - How weary this must have made Moses!  After all he had done to deliver and save the 
people, they could not be grateful. 
 
11:11 - asked the LORD, Why - Notice that Moses did not burst out at the people but took his complaint to 
God.  This is a powerful lesson for us when we are frustrated by people at work or in church or in our 
family. 
 
11:12 - Why did you tell me to carry them - Moses is weary of trying. 
 
11:15 - put me to death right now - Moses is depressed and ready to give up life itself if he has to face the 
impossible burden any longer. 
 
11:16 - Bring me seventy...elders - God will give Moses some help in carrying the load.  Many of God's 
workers burn out because they cannot or will not delegate part of the work.  Earlier Moses had delegated 
some of the work of judging cases - Exodus 18:13-23.  Now he would have help with other parts of 
leadership.  We learn here that God can use problem times to call forth useful new arrangements and 
solutions.  This body of seventy elders is the origin of the Jewish Sanhedrin Council which served as both 
a legislature and a high court.  It is the court which condemned Jesus to death. 
 
11:20 - rejected the LORD - When we complain in ingratitude and unbelief, it amounts to rejecting God 
instead of trusting him. 
 
11:21 - six hundred thousand men - Even to Moses, feeding meat to this multitude for a month seemed 
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impossible.  Compare the attitude of the apostles when Jesus asked them to give food to the crowd of 
5,000, John 6:5-11. 
 
11:23 - Is the Lord's arm too short?  We should remember this question when we doubt what God can do 
about a situation we face. 
 
11:25 - put the Spirit on the seventy elders - God never calls us to do something without making power 
available. 
 
prophesied - Compare 1 Samuel 10: 6, 9, 10; Acts 19:6. 
 
11:29 - I wish that all - The Spirit was not given to all of God's people under the Old Covenant, but only to 
selected leaders and workers.  For the New Covenant age, the promises is to "all people" - Joel 2:28, 29.  
In fact one of the main marks of the gospel age is the promise of the Spirit to all - Isaiah 32:15;  44:3;  
Ezekiel 39:29;  Matthew 3:11;  Luke 24:49;  Acts 1:4;  2:33,38,39;  Galatians 3:14;  Ephesians 1:13.   
 
What a great heart Moses had!  He felt no jealousy over his position.  He had no problem with God 
elevating others.  Love will feel this way.  It is the mark of a great leader to want the very best for all his 
people. 
 
11:32 - gathered quail - From the verses that follow, it may be that some of the people were particularly 
greedy in the way they gathered quail. 
 
11:34 - Kibroth Hattaavah - "Graves of craving" - NIV text note. 
 
Buried the people - Compare the case of God's discipline against Ananias and Sapphira - Acts 5. 
 
12:1 - Miriam and Aaron - It is hardest of all when insubordination and rebellion come from fellow leaders 
who should be mature enough to know better.  Young people in ministry need to realize that God's 
ministry is never easy or without struggles.  Even the greatest and most successful ministries in scripture 
had strong opposition. 
 
because of his Cushite wife - The land of Cush is Ethiopia, so it appears that Moses married a black wife. 
Feelings against interracial marriage existed then as now.  There is nothing in scripture that condemns 
interracial marriage, but an interracial couple can expect to suffer disapproval and rejection from some 
people and this may also happen to their children. 
 
12:2 - only through Moses? - This is a power struggle.  Aaron and Miriam are envious of Moses' 
leadership position.  The marriage complaint is only a surface issue.  Many times the issue that is 
presented on the surface is not the real issue between people. 
 
12:3 - very humble man - We have already seen that Moses felt no jealousy over his position.  This trouble 
with Aaron and Miriam did not come because of an attitude or action of Moses.  This verse about Moses 
probably was not written by Moses himself but was added by an editor such as Joshua, just as 
Deuteronomy 34, the account of Moses' death and burial seems to have been. 
 
12:8 - face to face - We learn elsewhere that Moses was never allowed to see the fullness of God's glory, 
but he was allowed to see more of God than any other man of his time.  The thought here is not of how 
much Moses saw, but of how he and God conversed openly with each other the way humans would, face 
to face. 
 
not in riddles [NASB:  dark sayings] - Riddles were God's way of putting some distance between himself 
and the prophet. 
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Why...were you not afraid - They had all kinds of evidence that Moses had a special position with God. 
 
12:10 - Miriam--leprous - Why not Aaron also?  Maybe Miriam led in the criticism.  It might be natural for 
Moses' sister, a woman, to be more critical of another woman, Moses' new wife.  Or it may be that God 
considered Miriam's rebellion to be doubly serious because as a woman she should have respected 
Moses' male leadership. 
 
12:13 - please heal her - It was typical of the great heart of Moses to intercede for one who had tried and 
tested him.  He also did this for Israel time and again.  Jesus taught us to pray for our enemies.  This part 
of the Old Testament is full of examples of the spirit of the teaching of Christ.  The God of the Old 
Testament is the God of the New Testament. 
 
12:14 - outside the camp - Miriam was to experience the alienation of uncleanness for a week to teach her 
a spirit of submission. 
 
12:15 - brought back - This obviously means she was healed, for she could not have reentered the camp 
otherwise. 
 
13:2 - Send some men to explore - The Israelites are now very near Canaan and it is almost time to enter 
and conquer the land.  But they need to know more about the land and its people in order to plan their 
action. 
 
13:16 - Hoshea means "Salvation"; Joshua means "The LORD will save" - NIV text note.  It is another 
form of “Jeshua,” from which comes the name “Jesus.”  Joshua would some day succeed Moses as 
leader of Israel. 
 
13:27 - does flow with milk and honey - God had described the land this way when he promised it - 
Exodus 3:8, 17.   
 
13:28 - people...powerful...cities fortified...large - The job of conquering Canaan looked impossible from a 
human standpoint.  The spies forgot the power of God which had already done so many "impossible" 
things for Israel.  How do we forget so quickly? 
 
13:30 - We should go up - Caleb and Joshua alone out of all the spies expressed faith in God.   
 
13:31 - We can't attack - Research shows that it takes a large number of positives to counteract one 
negative when people are making plans.  Two spies could not prevail against the other ten. 
 
13:33 - Nephilim - Huge, powerful warriors.  We also face "giants" in our own lives that seem humanly 
impossible to overcome, but God is overcoming these things for people all the time. 
 
like grasshoppers - They were thinking in human, worldly terms and not in terms of God's power. 
 
There is a powerful lesson here.  Forty years later Israel again came to the edge of Canaan, poised to 
enter it.  They had the same sized army.  They faced the same kind of giants, the same cities, the same 
military power.  The only difference was their faith.  Today two people may have the same abilities and 
face the same problems.  One overcomes and lives joyfully.  The other is always miserable and defeated. 
The difference is simply faith and the power of God it brings into our lives. 
 
14:1 - wept aloud - The battle was lost before it started because the people had lost their faith and 
become demoralized. 
 
14:2 - If only we had died in Egypt!  After all God and Moses had done for Israel, these words were the 
ultimate insult.   



 
 5 

 
14:11 - contempt - This well describes the people's attitude of unbelief.  They were operating as if God did 
not exist. 
 
14:12 - destroy them - God had been tempted before to do this and had only been stayed by Moses' 
intercession.  God was ready to clean house and start over with Moses. 
 
14:13 - the Egyptians will hear - Again Moses intercedes for the people. 
 
14:20 - I have forgiven them - God relented from destroying them.  Yet they would have to undergo 
corrective discipline because of their unbelief.   
 
14:23 - not one of them will ever see the land - Unbelief is very costly. 
 
14:30 - Caleb...Joshua - Even when God punishes the nation, he remembers and exempts those who did 
honor him. 
 
14:31 - I will bring them in - God had not abandoned his intention to give Canaan to Israel. 
 
14:33 - forty years - The people would wander in the desert until the whole generation over 20 who had 
doubted the Lord would have died off. 
 
14:34 - one year for each of the forty days - In a similar way God sometimes uses a day to symbolize a 
year in prophecy - compare Ezekiel 4:4-6. 
 
14:37 - died of a plague - God hates it when unbelieving individuals undermine the faith of God's 
congregation.  We need to remember that in the work of the church today. 
 
13:40 - We have sinned - Their repentance came to late.  God knew it would take more than a few words 
to build the kind of faith that could conquer Canaan. 
 
14:45 - beat them down - Nothing can succeed if God is against it. 
 
15:3 - offerings - The account of the disaster of unbelief ends with chapter 14.  In 15 Moses records 
supplementary ordinances about sacrifices and offerings. 
 
15:30 - defiantly - All the preceding regulations are for people who sinned unintentionally.  There is no 
sacrifice provided for defiant sin. 
 
blasphemes - Here blasphemy is used in a broader sense than just slander that is spoken.  It stands for a 
whole attitude of irreverence and rebellion.  Compare the "unforgivable sin" of blasphemy against the Holy 
Spirit in the New Testament - Matthew 12:24-37.  Caution:  Many people fear they may have blasphemed 
the Holy Spirit just because they did something they knew was wrong at the time.  But if that were true, 
none of us would be saved.  Such sins are still sins of weakness in many cases, not sins of total defiance. 
Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is a sin committed by speech and it can only be committed by a person 
who is utterly hardened and perverse.  If you are worried about having committed it, that is a pretty good 
sign that you haven't.  The fruit of the Holy Spirit in your life is another indication that you have not 
blasphemed the Spirit. 
 
15:31 - cut off - This usually means executed. 
 
15:32 - gathering wood - No work of any kind was to be done on the Sabbath - Exodus 20:8-10.  This was 
one of the ten principal commandments and had been made very plain to Israel.  This man's action would 
seem to be in the class of defiant sin. 
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15:35 - stone him - Because he sinned against the honor of God. 
 
15:38 - make tassels - God did not enjoy punishing his people.  He had much rather they obey him, and 
he gave them every help he could to remember his commandments.  This command about the tassels 
may have been prompted by the sin of the Sabbath-breaker. 
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