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someone is WatchinG You!

Yes, that is right—someone is watching you (and 
me)—today, right now, and will be watching us to-
morrow. I am not talking about someone peeping in 
our windows, but some are watching us. Every day, 
people we know, people we do not know, people we 
may never know—they are watching us to see how 
we live. They have heard that we are Christians (or 
claim to be), and they want to see if we are serious 
about it. They want to know if we are real Christians 
or just “playing” at being Christians.

This surveillance may make us a bit uneasy, because 
we realize that we have weaknesses and fail to live 
consistently with our own standards. However, one of 
the results of someone professing Christianity is that 
people want to know if our practice is in harmony 
with our profession.

Some watch us to catch us in some compromising 
or hypocritical position. They may want to justify their 
own behavior by pointing out blemishes in our lives. 
Others watch because they have respect for our convic-
tions, looking for a positive role model. Whoever we 
are, many people we do not even know are watching 
and observing our lives and how we deal with life’s 
difficult issues.

1. Our children need a good role model. They should 
be able to follow our example. If they do, will our in-
fluence lead them to heaven? That’s a tough question, 
and all parents need to consider it.

2. Our spouses see us. No one knows us as well as 
they do, and our ways reveal our true character. Let 
us take a good look—is that how we want friends and 

fellow-Christians to remember us? 
3. Our parents and Bible teachers are watching us. 

They have read to us from the scriptures; they have 
taught us the ways of God. They need to have con-
fidence that our lives are on a heavenly course. That 
would be the very best gift we could leave behind for 
them.

4. Our friends are watching. They know we are 
Christians, but they also know if we really mean it 
when we sing, “O how I love Jesus” and “I want to 
be a worker for the Lord.” Can they have assurance 
of their role when they watch our lives?

5. Our brothers and sisters in Christ are watching 
us. They are not looking for mistakes, but for strength. 
They need the courage to make good decisions, and 
they hope to see them in our daily lives.

continued from page 7
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           Feature

  
                                        “We are workers together with Him…”  (2 Cor. 6:1)

        Carl B. Garner

“consumer rePorts” 
on churches

Several decades ago the phrase, “Two Million 
Frenchmen Can’t Be Wrong,” was often heard 
as an affirmation to a particular viewpoint. It 

meant simply, “everybody’s doing it, so it must be 
okay, or all right.” Public opinion was—and to a degree 
still is—determined by the opinions of the majority. 
If the majority thinks an activity or a viewpoint is 
acceptable, then it must be “right.” It was about then 
that powerful and respected individuals “took over” 
the thoughts and opinions of a large portion of modern 
societies. Why do we buy certain goods in a certain 
store? “Well, the nation’s majority decided this is the 
best” may be the response that is implied or stated.

Such a procedure may not always be the best way to 
determine the quality of a product, but if a lot of people 
have tried it and have been pleased, that becomes a 
significant “plus” for that item. “Consumer Reports” 
is often consulted prior to making a major purchase, 
from kitchen utensils to the brand of flour used in a 
cake recipe. Even the miles you can expect to get with 
a new set of tires for your car could be seen in light of 
individual experience and/or popular opinion.

If you can check out an automobile’s record of 
needed repair and expenses, why not discover the best 
doctors and lawyers? While you are at it, why not find 
out what church is the biggest and the most popular in 
a community? Many are doing that very thing today by 
various means. America has become a very selective 
nation, and if you expect to be successful, to draw a 
crowd, you had better have something to bring them 
in. If not, you may have plenty of spare parking spaces 
and empty pews.

Perhaps the most serious mistake made with the 
previously described situation is that, while following 
the crowd may make sense when buying an automo-
bile or a refrigerator, that same method for finding the 

“best” church, or especially the church of the Bible, 
will likely take you down the wrong path to an eternal 
disappointment to you.

Why do you say that, preacher? Do you believe your 
opinion on this subject to be the only valid opinion 
in today’s world, and that of others’ is worth nothing 
at all? 

We will accomplish nothing if we merely ask for 
opinions from man, because man’s opinions may be 
based upon opinion only, without a valid source of 
authority. When it comes to the subject of the church, 
God’s opinion is the only one that counts.

By reading the Bible, man finds that nowhere are we 
given the right to choose our favorite church. If you 
recall, Jesus said to the apostle Peter and the others 
present, “Upon this rock I will build my church, and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matt. 
16:18). Note, Jesus said the church to be built would 
be His church—Jesus’ church, of which He would 
be “Head,” the builder and the one who purchased it 
with His blood.

If we go back to the first paragraph of this discus-
sion, we are again faced with man’s desire to do things 
his way, to worship his way, to be converted his way—
to please God in man’s own way. If God wants me to 
be His man, He will have to take what I give Him, be 
happy with what I want to give Him. Therefore, man 
stands in the place of God, deciding for himself what 
kind of worship, what kind of church, what kind of 
service man gives to God, and God must be pleased 
with whatever man decides to do with his life.

If we determine in our own mind what and how 
we will serve Him–regardless of His instruction–we 
are telling God to “butt out,” that we are going to do 
things our way, and what He wants is of no value for us. 
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Intentional or not, our actions are “saying” it that way.
A very plain statement is found in 2 Peter 1:3 that 

touches upon this very subject, whether or not God 
has given us His church, His way: “According as his 
divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain 
unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him 
that hath called us to glory and virtue” (2 Pet. 1:13).

Since God “hath given us all things” on this subject, 
should we not give our attention to Him, to His Word, 
and none to man’s “consumer reports on churches” on 
any matter pertaining to our relationship with God.

CW

“if i had onlY KnoWn…”

There are plenty of reasons for us to regret our 
actions—or our inactions. Often things happen 
that could have been avoided if we had only 

known what the results might be. Several years ago in 
another state, a terrible accident took place. A drunk 
driver caused the deaths of twenty-seven children in 
a school bus. We can only imagine the sorrow that 
resulted for the friends and the families of those chil-
dren. All that was left for them was to ponder what 
accomplishments could have been reached by their 
sons/daughters.

Drunk drivers have been the cause of many similar 
accidents, and the evils of alcohol are well known by 
all, including both those who imbibe and those who 
passionately oppose their sale and consumption. But 
another element arose in this incident that deserves 
our consideration.

The drunk driver was heartbroken, but his remorse 
was too little and too late. His friends were very 
concerned about their friend’s actions, but in a TV 
interview, one of those friends made the following 
comment: “If I had only known this would happen…
if I thought Larry could have killed all those children, 
I would have hog-tied him and never let him get in 
that truck…if only I had known.” No doubt his words 
came from an honest, grieving heart, but they offered 
no comfort for the parents whose children’s lives were 
brought to a tragic end. 

After-the-fact of an accident is too late to make 
sure your brakes or your tires are in good condition, 
good working order; and after the deaths of those 

twenty-seven children was too late to provide any 
comfort at all. Such sad words are these: “too late.” 
Did those friends know of his appetite for beer, and 
did they know of his poor judgment on that subject? 
The words, “If only I had known” are hollow indeed. 
But they are too often stated because friends don’t 
want to intervene in the lives of others. In this case, 
the friendliest move for them would have been to just 
“hog-tie Larry, and never let him get in that truck.”

How many things would we change in our lives if 
we could know what the consequences for our actions 
would be? No, his friends could not have known this 
accident would take place, but they did know what can 
happen when a drunk driver gets behind the wheel of 
a motor vehicle. If we could fathom the future, what 
changes would we make as parents, as Christians?
• Would we be more careful in teaching our own 

children the word of God?
• Would we be more willing to be good examples 

for our children, our neighbors, our friends and 
our brethren?

• Would we be more willing, more determined to 
warn others of the need to be ready for the judg-
ment of God?

• Would we be more concerned and diligent to dis-
cover what the Bible says about our ethics, our 
moral codes, and the “wages of sin”? See Romans 
6:23 and 2 Peter 2:15.

Larry’s friends were just as filled with grief as any-
one could be, but their concern about Larry’s drinking 
and driving habits came too late. Those words may 
have soothed their conscience, but it did not and could 
not bring those children back to their grieving parents 
and families.

I wonder how we will feel if those with whom we 
associate fail to “obey the gospel,” partly because we 
waited too late or failed to tell them. How sad to hear 
a neighbor say on that judgment day, “…if only I had 
known what the Bible teaches I would have become 
a Christian, but you didn’t tell me.” 

Let us learn from this tragedy that happened far from 
here but had consequences so clear and so tragically 
familiar. Paul wrote to his beloved brethren in Ephe-
sians 5:15-16: “See then that ye walk circumspectly, 
not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the time, because 
the days are evil.” 

Yes, if we could only know what tomorrow holds, 
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we might be more diligent as Christians. The truth is, 
there is and there will be no comfort at all in the words, 
“If only I had known.” Let’s get busy now—before 
it’s too late!

CW

no “Give uP” in him!

In the first few days after America realized we were 
at war with Japan, we found out a lot about our 
people. We did not want a war, that’s for sure, but 

a war had been thrust upon us at Pearl Harbor and we 
were not about to lose it–too much was at stake. Very 
soon men lined up at recruiting stations volunteering 
to put on the uniform and take up their weapons. On 
the other side of the Pacific Ocean, Japan was already 
prepared for the war, and its people were determined 
to do whatever it took to win. So, both nations went 
to war against each other, and both paid a higher price 
than they had expected.

Stories of valor, patriotism and heroism flowed from 
the printing presses of America, drawing from history 
and current leaders of our country. Lives were lost, 
many families were fearful, and millions of Americans 
grew weary of war and the fear generated by war. Some 
have said that those days and years were “America’s 
finest hour,” but that provided little comfort for many 
families with husbands and/or family “in harm’s way.”

Many men and women died, many families were 
devastated, but desertion and insubordination were 
rare. Presidents Roosevelt and Truman spoke often 
of the high quality of our men and women—and our 
support systems “back home.”

Probably one of the most fascinating stories to come 
out of that war was not about an American but about 
a Japanese soldier in whom there was “no give up.” 
Even though he was an enemy soldier, his loyalty to 
his country and to his leaders leaves all who hear it 
in awe. Perhaps it is merely a part of the fanaticism 
that lived in the Japanese people in those years, but 
the unique character of the man involved seems more 
like loyalty and honor than fanaticism.

On a Sunday in 1974, almost thirty years after the 
war was over and peace existed between Japan and 
America, Hiroo Onoda, surrendered his Samurai 

sword to President Marcos of the Philippines. Though 
the armistice was signed in 1945 on the Battleship 
Missouri in Tokyo Bay, Onoda refused to surrender 
until he was ordered to do so by his superiors. When 
asked why he waited so long, why he had not already 
surrendered, his response was, “I had not received the 
order.”  His last orders from them had been, “Continue 
Guerrilla tactics until further orders” and he was a 
man who respected his orders. Even when the war was 
officially ended—though he did not know it—Onoda 
would not surrender until he got the “order” from an 
authoritative source. It was March 1974, nearly thirty 
years later, but Onoda rendered true respect for his 
nation and his military principles.

Google records his life, and tells of how he finally 
did receive those orders. In February 1974, a young 
college dropout was traveling the world in search of 
“Lieutenant Onoda, a panda, and the Abominable 
Snowman.” Onoda was found after four days of 
searching. The student returned to Japan with pictures 
of Onoda and official papers were drawn up that 
authorized him to surrender. 

Such loyalty seems almost foolish to some, even 
today. Surely he must have had his doubts at times, but 
he had so much respect for the honor of his orders that 
he went far beyond what most of us would consider 
necessary.

To draw from this illustration, let us consider the 
task we have been given today, recorded in the Bible. 
New Testament Christians were given “orders” to 
take the gospel to the world. When you contemplate 
the enormity of that task it appears impossible to 
accomplish. Even if it were not really possible, do 
you think today’s Christians should just pass it off as 
“not capable of fulfillment in our day?” Even if we do 
not reach every person, we would/could reach many.

What if every Christian today was as diligent and as 
respectful of our orders? Many would likely still resist 
the inspired word, even deny the need to obey it. Would 
we stick to our assignment like Onoda did? I’m sure 
many would, and the gospel could work upon the heart 
of man bringing men and women to repentance. Why 
not take a look at Matthew chapters 20, 28, and Mark 
16. And don’t forget Hiroo Onoda and his dedication 
to his Emperor and his native land. Though he had 
been our enemy, we still admire his loyalty.

CW
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faith and its relationshiP 
to God’s existence 

The charge is often heard that Christians believe 
in God without any proof – have no evidence 
for God’s existence, but merely accept the 

words of a persuasive, “slick-tongued” preacher. 
Norman Lear was often quoted as saying faith is “be-
lieving things that no one in their right mind would 
believe.” Marxists have said religion is the “opiate of 
the people,” just a drug to make us feel good. Atheists 
are bold in similar charges, and we must be at least as 
bold in defending our faith in God and in His way, as 
it is revealed in His book, the Bible.
  The usual way we obtain knowledge is by using 
the primary sources (seeing, touching, hearing, etc.), 
and by testimony, evidence from others. No one can 
weigh, measure, see or taste God. So, if there is to 
be evidence, it will not come merely by our use of 
testimony from man. 
   Some have given up, concluding that we must 
merely “act as though” we know God exists, while 
others claim to take the “leap of faith.” In  doing that 
we ignore significant evidence of His existence and 
His love and His great care for us.
   Yes, we can and we must defend our faith, and in 
Hebrews 11:1 we read: 

Now faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen. For by it the elders obtained 
a good report. Through faith we  
understand that the worlds were 
framed by the word of God, so that 
things which are seen were not made 
of things which do appear.

  A faith that is not worth our diligent defense is not 
worth having in the first place. If Jesus was willing 
to die for it, surely we can stand up for it, learn it and 
benefit from its wisdom and power.
   Note the terms the apostle Peter was inspired to 
include in his comments in 1 Peter 3:15:

Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts; 
and be ready always to give an  
answer to every man that asketh you a 
reason of the hope that is in you with  
meekness and fear.

       The key words are “ready” (prepared, seeking 
an opportunity); “answer” (apologia; defense, re-
sponse); and “reason” (logos; logic; use of one’s 
mental faculties). Not only can we defend our faith, 
but we must defend our faith. The term “argument” or 
“contest” may come to our mind here, but this is not a 
contest to determine who “wins a prize”. This is using 
genuine terms that accurately describe the issue, then 
to find if correct reasoning and thought have taken 
place in our quest for truth on this subject.
   God’s existence does not depend upon who wins 
the discussion, and God will continue to exist even if 
we decide He does not exist. Our eternal destiny will 
be determined by what we do with the Bible, God’s 
revelation to man.

We Can Know That God Exists
  Hebrews 11 is often referred to as the Bible’s “faith 
chapter”, and there we read that faith is based upon – 
and supplies – substance, that which “stands under”. 
It is the foundation and the supply of all the evidence 
man ever needs.
  Man has organized several ways, or arguments, that 
lead us to know God exists and cares about man. The 
Cosmological Argument states, “for every effect there 
must be a sufficient cause.” 
  The Teleological Argument states that design de-
mands a designer – and no other designer is more 
capable than Jehovah, the God of the Bible. Yes, there 
are other reasons for belief in God, but in these we 
can stand toe to toe with anyone who is honest with 
the evidence.
    There is no reason for any of us to be intimidated 
about engaging in debate or discussion with unbe-
lievers on this subject. The facts and the proofs of 
God’s existence are on every street, in every yard or 
playground, and in our ability to call to the surface of 
discussion the facts we see every day. The One who 
created this earth and the stars and planets is still in 
control. The debate between our brother Thomas War-
ren and Antony G. N. Flew resulted in Flew’s confes-
sion that God does exist!
  What we need today is for believers to live honor-
ably, and challenge atheism.             

CW       
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GroWinG old Without GivinG uP

It doesn’t do much good to fight the onslaught of 
old age. The only alternative to growing old is to 
die young, and most of us do not prefer that. Some 

Bible characters lived many years, and Methuselah is 
said to have lived 969 years (Gen. 5:27). There may 
be more we want to know about that, but that is just 
about all we know about him and his ways.

No, most of us would not want to live that long, and 
by the writing of Psalms 90:10, things had averaged 

hoW are Your “Public relations”?

Any business that deals with the public needs 
to be able to relate to their prospects in a 
positive way. Most public businesses have at 

least one person, and perhaps an entire department, 
whose responsibility it is to keep in touch with the 
company’s customer relations. A customer needs to be 
treated well, should know the credibility of the com-
pany/business, and be pleased with that knowledge. 
If a customer feels he/she will be treated with respect, 
given proper service, good quality merchandise, along 
with reasonable prices, that customer is more likely to 
continue to be your customer. Universities routinely 
offer instruction and even advanced degree status for 
those who want to be involved in Public Relations 
career-wise. 

When Jesus commissioned His church to “Go into 
all the world,” He also gave them and us instructions 
and a working knowledge of the “merchandise,” which 
we find in our “owner’s manual”—the Bible. Guess 
who is responsible for a local church’s “Public Rela-
tions”? All of us are! However, not all church members 
feel that way or want it to be that way.

Some twenty years ago, a young man who had been 
one of my students called me and asked about this 
very issue. He had interviewed with a congregation of 
God’s people for the work of preaching for that con-
gregation. In the interview with church leaders, it was 
stated that one of his major responsibilities would be 
to “serve as Primary Public Relations Representative 
in the local community.” He was a bit puzzled about 
this statement, seeing we had not given instructions 
to him on how to fulfill the duties of “Primary Public 
Relations Representative” in our classes. We tell every 
Christian they have public relations responsibilities in 
the local church.

No one would quarrel with the fact that some 
members are more visible than others because of their 
activities. No one, however, can be more visible among 
your neighbors, your family, your closest friends than 
you are. There are people among your acquaintances 
who watch you, knowing you are a Christian. There 
will be visitors in our assemblies that sit near you who, 
if you are friendly, will remember you more than any-
one else. Your neighbors and work associates should 
know that you are a Christian and that you are an ac-
tive member of Christ’s church. One way or another 

you are going to be involved in a “Public Relations” 
activity. Every Christian is a representative of Christ’s 
church, whether we want to be or not. Others know 
a lot about us by observing our deeds, by listening to 
our speech, and by the obvious and public ways we 
behave. They may not know a lot about the church 
or the Bible, but when they hear off-color speech, or 
see behavior that is not in harmony with what they 
know is right, they are confused. Even those who are 
not Christians know that some things do not fit into 
the daily life of a genuine, committed Christian. They 
know there are movies, books, music, and immodest 
apparel that are not compatible with professing godli-
ness. If they see or hear those things in me or in you, 
they know that something is not the way it should be. 

Some individuals are looking for reasons, for ex-
cuses not to be a Christian. If they can find it in me or 
in you, they just might convince themselves that it is 
all right to reject Christ, all right for them not to be a 
Christian. Surely none of us wants to be responsible 
for someone to ignore the Bible, to discard all forms 
of good behavior and ultimately lose their soul.  

Many are watching us to see if we are genuine, if 
we are the “real thing.” What will they see in you and 
me? Jesus once used an interesting figure of speech 
to describe how the world sees Christians and the 
church: “Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set 
on a hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, 
and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and 
it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven” 
(Matt. 5:14-16).

Let us all be examples of good public relations, 
shining as lights in this old wicked world!

CW
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out to about “threescore years and ten,” or seventy 
years, closer to modern averages. The question is not 
“if” we are going to die, but “how” we are going to 
live, and how we are going to die. “It is appointed unto 
men once to die, but after this the judgment” are the 
words of Hebrews 9:27. What will your final years be 
like? Will they be filled with pain and suffering, or joy 
and anticipation of the judgment? To a great degree, it 
depends upon how you have prepared for them.

Why not ponder these ten “thoughts” about your 
life, and how your life can be full, providing great 
anticipation of being with your Lord in eternity!

1. Start now to build good memories for yourself 
and everyone you know. There will be tough 
times, but if you live so that there can be 
memorable and positive events, you can look 
forward to them and enjoy them in your last 
years. When years begin to pile up, you will not 
be sad or gloomy, but glad you had built those 
memories. Again, that will be up to you! 

2. Begin now—if not before—to develop positive 
attitudes about life. It will take a lot of self-
discipline, but the difference is like that between 
night and day in your mind. Negative attitudes 
produce little or no balm for growing old. Start 
“yesterday” and be ready for those years. They 
can be the best of all!

3. Remember, the alternative to growing old is 
“dying young.” If you can remember that, it 
might make the minor aches and pains less of a 
distraction.

4. Look for good qualities in all of your friends 
and family. It may surprise you how a positive 
attitude can make a difference for you and for 
those around you. Be positive!

5. Look for ways to alleviate the pain and anxiety 
you see in others. Helping others in their trouble 
takes some of the sting out of yours.

6. Instead of reducing the time you spend with your 
brothers and sisters, do just the opposite. Forget 
your troubles and allow those of “like precious 
faith” to give you a lift (2 Pet. 1:1). 

7. Don’t be shocked when others disagree with you 
on important issues. Be wise enough to consider 
their thoughts, find out what the Bible says, then 
talk to them again, with full assurance, yet with 
“meekness and fear” (1 Pet. 3:15; Eph. 4:2).

8. If Bible discussions become heated, turn the 

continued from page 1
6. Jesus is watching us. He faced the same kind of 

temptations we are facing now. He endured tempta-
tion and torture and scorn because of His love for us. 
He died on the cross for us. Do our lives say, “I love 
you Lord, and I want to do your will”? Or, “Leave me 
alone, I want to do my own thing”?

Even when we think no one is watching, God is 
watching, and many others are, many of whom we 
may never meet. We may think we are unimportant, 
that no one notices us. But no one “lives to himself, 
and no man dies to himself” (Rom. 14:7). Our example 
today could be the very example that someone follows 
tomorrow. We must remember who and what we are, 
and whose we are. We belong to Him, and what a 
blessing that is! Yes, someone is watching you…and 
it may even be me.     

CW

temperature down. Read, then consider God’s 
words in Ephesians 4:2.

9. When the discussion comes to the family’s 
possessions put more value on the family than 
the possessions.

10.  Allow others to tell you about their aches and 
pains, but fight the temptation to tell everyone 
else about yours. True joy is available to those 
who are good listeners.

Hopefully, by the time your old bones are saying 
ugly things to you, your family will come to your 
rescue. This is one good reason, among others, for 
following the instruction in the Bible about your 
children. Wouldn’t it be worth every “extra effort” 
you made through the years to have a home and family 
filled with love for each other? The Psalmist said it 
like this: 

Children are an heritage from the Lord, 
and the fruit of the womb is his reward. 
Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, so 
are the children of the youth. Happy is the 
man that has his quiver full of them. They 
shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak 
with the enemies in the gate. (Ps. 127:3-5.)

I have known many having reached an advanced 
age who discovered that it is a time that can be their 
most productive, providing their most satisfying times. 
It can be for you, too.

CW
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