CHRONOLOGY OF THE RETURN STAGE

Foreign King Dates Event
Cyrus the Great 539-530 Conquers Babylon

Issues return decree
Cambyses (may be Ahasuerus) 530-522

Smerdis Artaxerxes (4:12-13)

1. Pseudo Smerdis (reigned 8 months) - (Claimed to be the brother of Cambyess
and raised a rebellion while Cambyess was in Egypt. Cambyess had already
secretly killed his brother)

2. Usurpeﬁ""of the throne.

Darius the Great 520-486 Orders work to continue
Ezra 4:24; 6:1-22

A. Ahasuerus (Xerxes) 486-465 Makes Esther his Queen
Artaxerxes ; 465-424 Allows Ezra to return
[Surnamed Macrochier Allows Nehemiah to return

Longimanus, “long hand”
{Because his right hand
Is longer than his left)

B. Conditions and Times Under Which Haggai's Discourses and Labors Are Given.
(The Minor Prophets, Thomas B. Warren, Garland Elkins)
1. Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, had invaded Jerusalem in 606 B.C. (cf.
Il Kings 24:13). His last invasion caused the temple to be burned down
(cf. Il Kings 25:9), and the date is perhaps 586 B.C.

2. The Jews had become a captive people, and their captivity lasted seventy
years (cf. Jer. 25:11).
3. Ezra 1:1-4 reveals the written proclamation of Cyrus, the king of Persia, as

per “the word of Jehovah by the mouth of Jeremiah might be
accomplished.” These enslaved Jews could now return to Palestine and
build the house of the Lord. This edict of Cyrus is dated at 536 B.C.
Many of-the Jews returned (cf. Ezra 2:1-64, esp. vs. 64).
4. The return from Babylon under Zerubbabel (Ezra 3:1-10) was made and
“temple work” was begun, but not without opposition. The foundation of
the temple were laid, but it was not long until all work ceased. It was the
decree of Artaxerxes (Ezra 4:21) about 535 B.C. that caused this.
The work of rebuilding a house the worship of Jehovah ceased for a
period of some 15-16 years. This included over a year under the reign of
Darius (cf. Hag. 1:1).
6. In the second year of Darius (cf. Hag. 1:1), about 520 B.C., the building
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"Is It Time For You, O Ye, to Dwell in Your Ceiled Houses,
and This House be Waste?" (Haggai 1:4)

Introduction
1.

Read or quote the text.

A. First, he charges the people with a conflict of interest

2. The background and setting of Haggai.

a. Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, first invaded Judah in 605 B.C., at which time
Daniel was carried into captivity.

b. Ezekiel was taken to Babylon at the second invasion in 597 B.C.

c. In 586 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar invaded Judah again, destroying Jerusalem and the
temple, and carrying "all the vessels of the house of God" to Babylon (2 Chron.
36:1-21).

d. In 539 B.C. Cyrus entered and took the city of Babylon.

3. The Jews return.

a. Zerubbabel led the first group of exiles back to Palestine in 536 B.C. (Ezrta 1:5-
2:70).

b. Upon their return to Palestine in 536 B.C., the Jews "builded the altar of the
God of Israel" and began to offer sacrifices, but "the foundation of the temple of
the Lord was not yet laid" (Ezra 3:1-7).

c. Finally "in the second year of their coming unto the house of God at Jerusalem,
in the second month" (Ezra 3:8) they began and laid the foundation of the
temple (Ezra 3:8-13).

4, Opposition arose and the work on the temple stopped from 536 to 520 B.C.
5 It was at this time that God raised up Haggai and Zechariah (Ezra 5:1-2; 6:14).
Discussion

Haggai’s First Message Divides Itself Into Four Parts.
(Ha

Affluence can be dangerous.
1. This gives a true insight into the real interest and labors of the people.
2. This is not the last time that God’s people have acted the same way.
a. There is nothing wrong with paneled houses, but there is something
wrong with apathy toward God’s word.
b. There is nothing wrong with paneled houses, but there is something
wrong with cowardice and lack of trust in God.
c. Affluence can crush spiritual desire (Rev. 3:14-17).
3. There are some things that must be first (Mt. 5:21-24; 6:33).
d,-he_calls upon them to "consider their ways" (Hag. 1:5:7).
1. "Consider” literally means "set your heart on your ways." Appears four
times (1:5,7; 2:15,18).
2. Take a look at yourselves and see the real situation.
3. Sometimes we get so involved in matters that we don’t take the time to
consider spiritual matters.
a.  We allow things to choke out the word of God (Mt. 13:3-8, 18-23).
b. We don’t take time to consider our way.
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1.

c. We are told to take inventory (2 Cor. 13:5).
C. Third, they are given a stern.command to build the temple (Hag. 1:8-11).
1. The Lord tells them to "get busy."
2. Three verbs of action:
a. "GO up to the mountain."
b. "BRING wood."
c. "BUILD the house."
D. .Fourth, Haggai’s Ir hed the hearts-of the_people.
1. The people and the leaders responded to the challenge.
2. Injust 23 days they made preparation and began to build.

Lessons To Learn From Haggai.
A. W nreaching is_based on what God says..
1. Twenty-six (26) times in this short book Haggai uses "Thus speaketh the
Lord of hosts," "the word of the Lord," etc.
2. Paul told the Corinthians and the Galatians that he received his message
from God (1 Cor. 2:6-13; Gal. 1:11-12).
3. Too much preaching today is filled with everything else, but the Word of
God (2 Tim. 4:1-4; Acts 20:32).
B. Secowﬂm_endguipmun.pm preaching. Haggai’s preaching
—produced:
1. Universal obedience—"Zerrubabel...Joshua...all the people" (Hag. 1:12a).
2. Reverent obedience—"did fear before the Lord" (1:12b).
3. Zealous obedience—"stirred up" (1:14a).
4. |mmediate obedience—23 days after he preached (1:14-15).
(e Mout God means wasted effort and is like putting wages "into a
bag wi
1. Except the Lord build the house (Psa. 127:1).
2. Boasting about plans (Jas. 1:13-17).
3. Johnny Ramsey (Firm Foundation, Feb. 25, 1986) lists seven "bags full of
holes today."

Superficial respanses.
. ..Sacial_club religion. .

. (Preachers-who seldom study.

Elders who fail to-watch for souls.

~Parents who stress material values.
Iks who p ne obedience..

e o Fe

‘excuses for not b‘mldmg the
1. "The time is not come.”
a. "l know we ought to get around to that but what is the hurry?"

b. The backslider will say, "Yes, | know that | ought to do something
about it, but it is just not the time."

c.  One who has learned the truth will say, "Yes, | know the Bible
teaches that, but not now" (Acts 24:25).



d. We need to carry the gospel to the world, but "not now."
2. WMLM@H&&M@S@MM :
We are just a few in number.
We don’t have the silver and gold like Solomon had.
When we get on our feet we will build.
What | can do is so little that | won’t do anything.
e. What we can do is so small we can’t do anything.
3. _What are we gaing to get out of i>—lmmediate results (1:16-17).
4, They were afraid of the opposition (nations about).
E. Fifth, God’s people need to constantly be reminded of their duties.—
1. Haggai told the people what they already knew, but they needed to be
stirred up to do it.
2. Peter wrote his second epistle to bring to their remembrance (2 Pet.
1:13).
3. People need to be reminded today.
a. Bible authority is essential (2 Jn. 9-11).
b. The church is important (Ephesians).
c.  Only one way to be saved (Eph. 2:14-16).
d. Instrumental music is wrong (Verses dealing with music).
e. God wants all men to be saved (1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Pet. 3:9).
el il ohjiggﬂgnst&ne{—disaﬂpeaHuspbeeauseoppesitio,n_.aﬁises,
1. The Jews faced opposition.
2. The church faces opposition (Acts 8,9, 20:28-32).
3. The church must not allow the world to stop the work or change her.

. God assured them "I am with you" (Hag 1:13; 2:5).
2. Gal. 6:9, "Let us not be weary.'
3. Heb. 13:5-6, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."

Conclusion
1. The things written aforetime were for our learning (Rom. 15:4).
2. God’s work must not be neglected while we are busy about our own.



Haggai - Lessons To Be Learned

1. Haggai is the first of the prophets that spoke during the restoration.

2. Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi are the only three prophets that spoke during the
restoration.

3. Some Thoughts:

a. The Book of Haggai is an excellent book to think about in regard to excuses.
They offered four excuses as to why the temple was not being rebuilt (Lk.
14:15-24).

(1) "The time is not come..." (v. 2) Up to date:
-"1 will, but not now."
-"I know we ought to get around to doing that but what is the hurry?"
-Think about the number of ways people offer this excuse:
-The backslider will say, "Yes, | know I ought to do something about it, but
it is just not the time.
-The one who has learned the truth and knows what he ought to do wil say
"Yes, | know what the Bible teaches, but not now" (Cf. Acts 24:25).
-We need to carry the gospel to the world but we say "not now."
-Too many people in the church say "not now.'
(2) You can’t expect us to build a house like Solomon built. We can’t do
something like that.
-We are just few in number.
-We don’t have the gold and silver like Solomon had.
-When we get on our feet we'll build it.
-"What | can do is so little I won’t do anything."
-"What we can do is so little we can’t do anything."
(3) ﬁhaj,awegeing.@_g@t of it" We want immediate results (v. 16-
17). That’s what we want.

(4) They were afraid of the opposition (nations ab

4. Obligations do not disappear merely because opposition arises.
" The Jews faced opposition.

b.. The church faces opposition both within and without (Acts 20:28-32).
c. The church must not allow the world to stop her work or change her.

_People need to be reminded of their duties.
a. Haggai told people many things they already knew.
b. Peter reminded them (2 Pet. 1:12-13).
c. The church needs to be constantly reminded:
(1) Only one way to be saved (Eph. 4:4-6).
(2) Church is extremely important (Ephesus).
(3) Bible authority for all that one does (2 Jn. 9-11).
(4) Denominational concept is not scriptural (Eph. 4:4).
(5) Carnal-mindedness is sin (Gal. 5:19-21; 1 Cor. 3:1-3).



6.

10.

(6) Mechanical instruments of music in worship are sinful (Eph. 5:19; Col.
3:16).

(7) One can know truth (John 8:32).

(8) God wants all men to be saved (1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Pet. 3:9).

Affluence be dan |
a. Haggai 1:4.

b. There is nothing wrong with a paneled house, but there is something wrong with
apathy toward God’s Word.

c. There is nothing wrong with a paneled house, but there is something wrong with
cowardice and lack of trust in God.

d. Affluence can crush spiritual desire due to satisfaction it brings (1 Tim. 6:6-10,
17-19; Prov. 30:8-9; Rev. 3:14-17).

e. "Thoreau said that a man is rich in proportion to the number of things he can
afford to leave alone."

God’s work is controversial. There will be opposition.

"Consider your ways" 1:5,7; 2:15,18.

a. Sometimes we get so involved in matters that we don’t take the time to
consider spiritual things.

b. We allow so many things to choke out the word of God (Matt. 13:3-8, 18
23).

c.  We need to take the time to study God’s word, to consider our ways, evaluate,
etc.

d. Empbhasis on being strong (2:4). Consider Eph. 6:10ff.

e. The N.T. admonishes us to take spiritual inventory (2 Cor. 13:5). It must be
by the right standard.

2:6-9
a. Haley thinks this refers to the "shaking-withi al world a e
_nations seems-to-point-to_the divinely decreed rise and fall of nations-from-that
" time to the-coming-of the Messiah” (p.-310).

b.  Instead of "the desire of all nations" the ASV has "and the precious things of all
nations" would be brought into the house of God.
c. .The Hebrew writer-uses-this-verse (Heb. 12:18ff).
(1) As God shook heaven and earth at the giving of the law of Moses at Mt.
Sinai.
(2) He shook the heathen nations, removing them.
(3) He shook and removed the old Jewish economy and gave a kingdom which
cannot be removed (Cf. Isa. 65:16-17).
Verse 6 - "Bag full of holes."
a. In the Firm Foundation, Feb. 25, 1986, Johnny Ramsey listed seven "bags full
of holes today."
(1) Superficial Responses
(2) Social Club Religion




(3) Preachers Who Seldom Study
(4) Elders Who Fail To Watch for Souls
(5) Parents Who Stress Material Values
(6) Folks who Postpone Obedience
(7) Brethren Who Drift Away from God
b. To which we add:
(1) Boston/Crossroad Multiplying Ministries
(2) The New Unity Movement
(3) The New Hermeneutic
(4) Promise Keepers
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11.

12.

resumed.

Haggai was the first of the three post-exile prophets and began his work in
520 B.C., which was 16 years after the decree of Cyrus. Thus, we have
no difficulty in placing, and very accurately so, Haggai's prophetic
ministry.

According to Zechariah (cf. 1:1) chapter one, as well as Ezra 5:1, we see
Zechariah joining Haggai in his prophetic work two months later.

It is stated in Ezra 6:14-15 that the house of God was as “the
commandment of God...” and that it was “finished on the third day of the
month Adar, which was in the sixth year of the reign of Darius the king.”
The temple was completed,about 515 or 516 B.C.

The completion of the temple is stated as being “in the sixth year of the
reign of Darius the king” (Ezra 6:15). It had begun in the “...sixth month of
the second year of Darius the king” (cf. Hag. 1:15). Darius reigned before
Haggai commenced his work and continued to reign through the temple’s
being completed.

It is to be noted that the temple was finished four years, six months and
two days after Haggai's first discourse as noted by Haggai 1:1 and Ezra
6:15).

o«

The Contents of Haggai’'s Messages.

1.
2.
3.
4.
9)

6.

He delivers four brief sermons in four months.

He begins his preaching with a stern rebuke for sin (1:2-4).

Haggai's second point called for a reflection upon sin (1:5,7) — “Consider
your ways.”

Haggai’s third point pertained to the consequences of sin (1:6, 9-11).
Haggai's fourth point contained the answer to sin (1:8). Obedience. “Go
up. . .bring. . .build.”

Haggai’s preaching provoked them to obedience and brought his fifth point
— fellowship apart from sin. It rendered them unclean, their work unclean,
and their worship unclean (2:14).

Comments on Different Verses from Jack Lewis.
Verse 7 — “The desire of all nations shall come.”
Many view this as the coming of the Messiah.
It probably should be understood as “choice treasurers of the Gentiles.”

1
2,

a.
b.
C.

Gifts from Darius (Ezra 6:9-13).
Artaxerxes (Ezra 7:12-26).
Other Gentiles (2 Macc. 3:3).

3. Translations

a.
b.
C.

d.

ASV - “and the precious things of all nations shall come.”

NIV — “and the desired of all nations shall come.”

NAS - “and they will come with the wealth of all nations; and | will fill this
house with glory.”

RSV - “so that the treasures of all nations shall come in, and | will fill this
house with splendor.”



e. Jerusalem Bible — “and the treasures of all nations shall flow in.”
Verse 9 - “The glory of this latter house should be greater than the former.”
1. If this means a comparssion between Solomon’s temple and the present

temple then it was not greater. The second temple:
Had no ark of the covenant.

Had no breastplate of gems.
Had no cloud of glory.

Had no fire from heaven.
Had no spirit of prophecy.

®oooTw

E. Comments by Homer Haley
1. God has never had but one house. It may have taken different forms and
degrees of glory, but there was always just one.
2. The church of the N.T. is the house of God today.

a. ltis filled with far greater glory than ever was the house of Solomon,
Zerabbabel, or Herod.

b. Hebrews 12:26 makes the application just as Moses shook the heaven
and the earth at the giving of the law (Ex. 19:14-19),s0 he shook the
heathen natlons removing them, and now he has shaken and removed
the Jewish economy that man could receive a kingdom that cannot be
moved (Heb. 12:28).



HAGGAI THE EXHORTER

Introduction:

1.

SN

The name: from a word denoting rapid movement, such as dancing done on a fest-
day (literal meaning: "Festival"). Cf. Roman Festus. Possibly born on. feast-day.
Possibly a senior to Zechariah as he is mentioned first. Ezra 5:1; 6:14.

First of the Post-exilic prophets.. Second year of Darias, 520 B.C, ,

Review background: Other prophets had foretold Babylonian exile. Had come
pass (Cf. Jer. 29). About 50,000 Jews under the edict of Cyrus (Isa. 44-45)
returned in 536, laid the foundation of temple, erected the altar. Being hindered
they quit and the temple lay in waste 15 years (Ezra 1-6). This is the time that
Haggai came on the scene.

Haggai a practical prophet--deals with the exigencies of the moment. They had

started out in a fine way (Ezra 2:68; 3:7), but had quit. He stirred them gp actim ,
again. %W#mwr% M"‘}/ﬁ M

He was the Lord’s messenger with the Lord’s message (1£13). The Angel of

Jehovah, Malach Yehovah (Cf. Rev. :20; 2:1, sequel). . :

[T Chapter I: Haggai Exhorts The People to Build @j@%@,@gj )
g

A. Ihe Preaching of the Prophet

1. Addressed to: Zerubbabel (civil ruler) and Joshua (religious leader) and
people (v. 1). Leaders responsible--hence first (Acts 20:28).

2. The people’s excuse: Time not come. The 70 years not completely
finished--hindrances also, hence not time to build! (v. 2).

3. "Consider"--set your heart upon--your ways (v. 5). Cf. 2 Cor. 13:5-6
4. Argument is no good because people don’t believe it: Verse 3: s it time
then for you to dwell in your ceiled--paneled--houses? If not "time" for

one then not the other! Consider this! Eph. 5:15-16.

Three verbs of ACTION: (a) GO... (b) BRING... (c) BUILD!

" will take pleasure in it...and will glorify myself (reflexive)."
icalapplication: The church is the temple of God today (1

Cor. 3:16). It is made of spiritual stones, converted men and women({l

Pet. 2:5). The house is lying waste while the members are.living in the

_lap of luxury. Consider your ways! Not time to build? What kind of cars

do we drive? What kind of houses live in? What conveniences do we

have? s it time for this> VERBS OF ACTION: GO...BRING...BUILD!

(Matt. 28:18-19; Mark 16:15-16).

..

~No U

B. The Power of Practical Preaching.

J(UWZembbabﬂ&]oshua...all the people (v. 12a).
2. Reverent obedience--"did fear before the Lord" (v. 12b).
: calous_obedience--not-half-hearted-(v—1-4-stirrec)

nth.—Only 23 days after preaching. .

(1:1, 14-15).



C. While thus engaged in Jehovah’s work they had the promise: "I am with you”
(v. 13). So today. Matt. 28:18-20; 18:20.

1I. Chapter 11.1-9: DETERRENT TO DISCOURAGEMENT

A. The old men who had seen the former house caused discouragement (Ezr
3:12; Haggai 2:3.

B. How to deter discouragement: (1) Be strong. (2) and WORK. (3) Forl
am with you to keep my covenant (2:4-5).

C. God promises the precious things of nations--silver and gold to carry on the
work (vv. 7-8). Gold and silver STILL His.






HAGGAI 520 BC 8/12/2001 Zechariah
[Rebuild the temple] Ezra

DARIUS I [522 BC — 486 BC]  {this is not Darius the Mede}
Between NAHUM [650 BC] and HAGGAI [520 BC] major events occurred:

Nineveh fell in 612 BC [ASSYRIAN EMPIRE] to the BABYLONIAN EMPIRE
under the leadership of King Nebuchadnezzar {612 — 562 BC}.

605 BC BABYLONIAN EMPIRE took captives from Jerusalem including Ezekiel,
Daniel and his three friends.

597 BC BABYLONIAN EMPIRE took additional captives to Babylon.

587 BC final wave of Judah’s captivity for 70 years in Babylon.

538 BC BABYLONIAN EMPIRE fell to the MEDO-PERSIAN EMPIRE when the
Euphrates River was diverted around Babylon and the Medo-Persian army walked
into the city under the wall in a dry riverbed.

King Cyrus the Great and Darius the Mede headed the MEDO-PERSIAN EMPIRE.

538 BC King Cyrus issued decree for Zerubbabel, Haggai, and Zechariah to return
to Jerusalem with 50, 000 Jews to end the 70 years of captivity.

605 BC >>>>70 year captivity>>>>535 BC when 1° foundation was laid for temple.

538 BC>>...... 535 BC 1 t,_em,Ple,i@.“.l!dat.i,on.,.L%L‘,l,:ez;;..::-%-!»?:Llé:;.&%@l- """ >>>>320BC,

when 2" temple foundation was laid under Haggai and Zechariah.

520 BC God calls Haggai and Zechariah to build the temple.

516 BC temple is finished

458 BC Ezra takes 5,000 Jews to, Jerusalem

445 BC. walls are completed in Jerusalem under Nehemiah the cup bearer
(Artaxerxes I [464 BC — 424 BC})

His father was. Xerxes or King Ahasuerus for Queen Esther and Mordecai in 481 B

Haggais, 10 If Haggai were age 10 when taken captive into Bablyon

70 years of captivity
15 years between the 1* foundation and the 2" foundation of temple.
95 years old when he is called in 520 BC




God called Haggai in 520 BC to give 4 messages:

1.

2.

Arise, and Build the Temple. [he was a cheerleader to motivate
the people] pLily
In a “little while” the glory gf_g_!‘l_e,;',‘d shall be greater than the

glory of the 1%, "0 AV

The Nation of Judah is unclean because of their neglect of
sacred duty and they are unholy. 44 CL &7

God will shake the heavens and the earth and overthrow all the
kingdoms of men when the Messiah comes with salvation and
judgment. S /74N &

Purpose of HAGGAI was to “Rebuild the Temple?

In 538 BC King Cyrus sent Zerubbabel, Haggai, and Zechariah back to Jerusalem.

/

103 _ 1=12%
GQ"

103’

Zerubbabel’s Temple
[ 1.1 million cu. Ft.]

It seems that Haggai could remember the glory of the former temple and it grieved
the older captives who could remember Solomon’s Temple. [new temple was much
smaller in size — only 12% of the former temple.]

1* temple foundation was laid in 535 BC

ﬂﬂgﬂl@gmgﬁm?ﬁﬁ_I.l..[539:,.5.2,2,BQLWan_mm&LmD&W&&MM

Under King Darius I [522 — 486 BC] work was to resume after a 15 year delay - the
people had been busy with their houses and business and could not work on the

temple.

éfﬁmy W{»Zf(gﬂzw 2 ﬁ;ﬁz&, toeeglsd /20 Zona



In 520 BC God called Haggai and Zechariah to be cheerleaders to motivate the
people to build the temple. It was completed four years later in 516 BC.

Zerubbabel was the grandson of King Jehoiachin [598 — 597 BC].of Judah.
Haggai was an old prophet and priest to kick the Jews into rebuilding.
Zechariah was a young prophet and priest to serve with Haggai.

Zerubbabel, Governor of Judah, was selected by King Cyrus in 538 BC in a contest

) to determine what was the strongest thing in the world ---wine, kings, women, or

2> fruth. Zerubbabel selected “truth”.
,__//’M

[1:] God spoke of Judah as “this people” and not as “my people” Hosea--- “God
Scatters”, “No Pity”, “Not my people”. [Judah had divorced God].

God was not happy when the people said, “It is not convenient for us, at this time to
rebuild the temple!”

These wealthy Jews had lavished wealth upon themselves --- neglecting to rebuild
the temple.

God warned the people. that their wages were going into a bag with holes in it and
clothes will not warm the body.

God was teaching, “Nothing will prosper with you while you neglect your duty to
God.”

“Cursed is the ground FOR THY SAKE”. [Genesis 3:17]. When we fail to put God

 first, heaven will withhold its dew and the earth will withhold its fruit -- “FOR

THY SAKE”.

God called for a drought and 1. Zerubbabel, 2. Joshua the High Priest, and the
3. “remnant” of the people rose up and obeyed God.

God said, “I am with you.”

[2:] In A “Little While” the Glory of the 27 Shall Be Greater than the Glory of the
l_s-t.

It is estimated that the magnificent Solomon’s temple cost approximately $5 billion

Yet, the glory of the Lord’s Temple --- the church of Jesus Christ --- will far exceed
the glory of Solomon’s temple.



In the Final Judgment when Jesus conres;
and all nations....”Yet once more”; “In a little while” [God shook the earth at Mt.

Sinai when the Law of Moses was given.] N /) } o %/ ) é
o . 4_;‘,-;/ Y P éa ' L /
“last days” = Pentecost ......... [time interval nal dgmen% ﬂ,;;jf %ﬁ”

“in this place” = the city of Jerusalem from which the gospel of Christ went forth
from Mt. Zion in the glory of the New Covenant in Christ Jesus.

The Nation of Judah is Unclean Because of their Neglect of Sacred Duty and They
are Unholy [2:10]

There had been 70 years of neglect of sacred duty and contact with Babylonian
paganism.

Godless Russia has 60% of the resources of the whole world yet she is not able to
feed her own population.

God asked the people to consider their unproductive crops over the past 15 years
when there was no work on the temple --- yet upon their obedience God said,

“From this day 1 will bless you,”

God Will Shake the Heavens and the Earth and Overthrow all the Kingdoms of
Men when the Messiah Comes With 1. Salvation and 2. Judgment [2: 20 —21]

As a grandson of King Jehoiachin (Jeconiah), Zerubbabel was a representative of
the throne of David on both his mother’s side and his father’s side. Both Mary and
Joseph traced their ancestors back thru Zerubbabel [56™ generation from Adam] to
David {who was the 34" generation from Adam}.

Abraham [20* generation] .... David [34"] ... Zerubbabel [56"] ... Christ [76"]

Zerubbabel is a signet, a shadow (type) of Christ as the son of David. He was a type
of Christ in that 1. he had led the people out of slavery as Christ leads men out of

the slavery of sin and 2. he built a temple as Christ built the greater temple of His
church. ‘

The power and spirit of Elijah was a shadow (type) of John the Baptist who would
come “before the great and notable day of the Lord.”

“in that day” = “in the times of the kingdom of Christ” or “in the days of the New
Covenant.”

The kingdom of Jesus Christ will break in pieces all the kingdoms of the earth and
destroy them and the Kingdom of Christ will endure forever {my kingdom and my
Word will never pass away}



HAGGATI left the “assurance that God will be with His people when they act in faith

edience to the demand that He be given first place.”

OBADIAH 845 BC

JOEL 837 BC

JONAH 800BC

AMOS 760 BC

HOSEA 750 BC

MICAH 740 — 700 BC [king Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah]
NAHUM 650 BC

HAGGAI 520 BC

Nebuchadnezzar [612 — 562 BC]

Nabonidus [562 — 539 BC]

Belshazzar [539 — 538 BC] {when Nebuchadnezzar died, Daniel was the 3" ruler in
all of the BABYLONIAN EMPIRE}

Cyrus and Darius the Mede [538 - 530 BC] (MEDO-PERSIAN.EMPIRE 538 BC}

Cambyses I1 [530 — 522 BC]

DARIUS [ [522 — 486 BC] {sent Haggai, Zechariah, and Zerubbabel back to

Jerusalem to rebuild the temple.} completed in 516 BC

Xerxes (Ahasuerus) [486 — 465 BC)] {Esther and Mordecai in 481 BC}

Artaxerxes 1 [465- 424 BC] {Sent Ezra (458 BC) and Nehemiah (445 BC) back to
“"* 7 Jerusalem to establish worship and rebuild the walls

---completed in 445 BC}

James Burton Coffman, “Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, and Haggai”, 1989,
Abilene Christian University Press.



HAGGAI

Haggai is the first in the last group of prophetical books. With Zechariah and
Malachi it follows the captivity. In 586 Nebuchadnezzar captured Jerusalem, and
destroyed the old temple. After 70 years in captivity the Jews were allowed the
privilege of returning to rebuild the temple. Cyrus granted the privilege and
supplied the money for the work.

Under Zerubbabel the people returned and began building. They were eager and
enthusiastic about the work; but their zeal was soon cooled by the hostility of the

Samaritians and the hard work that was involved. About 16 years passed and the
work was not completed. It was at this time that Haggai begins his work. It seems
strange that they should have waited so long to do the very thing they came back
to do.

Very little is known of Haggai. It is probable that he was an old man (cf. 2:13) who
~ had lived in Babylon before coming to Jerusalem with the exiles. His name is
associated with Zechariah as author of some of the Psalms (111, 137, 145). He
loved the temple. Had a deep conviction that he was right and was blunt in
bringing home the truth. He got results. The ability to get the people to make
private interest secondary to public interest first. His greatness lies in the fact that
he saw his duty at hand and inspires the people to do it.

The Book.

a. A collection of four brief oracles written between the last week of August and
the 24" day of December,

b.  The first oracle 1:2-11 is a word of rebuke and a call to action (Reveals the
Perils of adversity and the duty of the man of faith in age of adversity).

c. There are four perils mentioned in the book.
(1) The peril of false content. It is not time to build.

(a) They were waiting for the right time to build — when it would be
convenient — on the side of life that had to do with God they were
waiting, but they were busy building their own houses. They were
waiting only in matters of religion. They were practical in the
things that had to do with their own houses.

(b) In each instance Haggai sought to counteract the peril. Thus for
their false content, he declared that their immediate duty was to
build. For encouragement he said, “I am with you, saith the Lord.”

(c) Itis wicked to wait. “Bring ye the whole tithe.” The N.T. word is
NOW.

(d) Difficulties are no excuse for waiting.

(e) We need a stern call to duty.




. HAGGALI’S FIRST MESSAGE
DIVIDES ITSELF INTO
FOUR PARTS:

A. FIRST, HE CHARGES
THE PEOPLE WITH A
CONFLICT OF INTEREST
(HAG. 1:2-4).

B. SECOND, HE CALLS
UPON THEM TO
"CONSIDER THEIR
WAYS" (HAG. 1:5-7).

C. THIRD, THEY ARE
GIVEN A STERN
COMMAND TO BUILD
THE TEMPLE (HAG. 1:8-
11).

1. THREE VERBS OF
ACTION:



a. "GO UP TO THE
MOUNTAIN."

b. "BRING THE
HOUSE."

c. "BUILD THE
HOUSE."

D. FOURTH, HAGGALI’S
MESSAGE REACHED
THE HEARTS OF THE
PEOPLE.

[I. LESSONS TO LEARN FROM
HAGGAL
A. FIRST, EFFECTIVE
PREACHING IS BASED
ON WHAT GOD SAYS.




B. SECOND, THERE IS
TREMENDOUS POWER
IN PRACTICAL
PREACHING.
HAGGALI'S PREACHING
PRODUCED:

1. UNIVERSAL
OBEDIENCE—
"ZERRUBABEL...
JOSHUA...ALL THE
PEOPLE" (HAG.
1:12a).

2. REVERENT
OBEDIENCE—"DID
FEAR BEFORE THE
LORD" (1:12b).



3. ZEALOUS
OBEDIENCE—
"STIRRED UP"
(1:14a).

4, IMMEDIATE
OBEDIENCE— 23
DAYS AFTER HE
PREACHED (1:14-15).

. THIRD, LIFE WITHOUT

GOD MEANS WASTED

EFFORT AND IS LIKE

PUTTING WAGES "INTO

A BAG WITH HOLES"

(1:6).



1. JOHNNY RAMSEY
(FIRM FOUNDATION,
FEB. 25, 1986) LISTS
SEVEN "BAGS FULL

OF HOLES TODAY™

a.
b.

CO

SUPERFICIAL
RESPONSES
SOCIAL CLUB
RELIGION
PREACHERS WHO
SELDOM STUDY

. ELDERS WHO FAIL

TO WATCH FOR
SOULS

. PARENTS WHO

STRESS MATERIAL
VALUES



f. FOLKS WHO
POSTPONE
OBEDIENCE

g. BRETHREN WHO
DRIFT AWAY
FROM GOD

D. FOURTH, HAGGAI IS

AN EXCELLENT BOOK

TO STUDY EXCUSES.

THEY OFFERED FOUR

EXCUSES FOR NOT

BUILDING THE TEMPLE.

1. "THE TIME IS NOT
COME."”

2. "YOU CAN'T EXPECT
US TO BUILD A
HOUSE LIKE
SOLOMON."



3. WHAT ARE WE
GOING TO GET OUT
OF IT? IMMEDIATE
RESULTS (1:16-17).

4. THEY WERE AFRAID
OF THE OPPOSITION
(NATIONS ABOUT).

. FIFTH, GOD’S PEOPLE

NEED TO CONSTANTLY

BE REMINDED OF THEIR

DUTIES.

1. PEOPLE NEED TO BE
REMINDED TODAY.
a. BIBLE AUTHORITY

IS ESSENTIAL (2
JN. 9-11).



b. THE CHURCH IS
IMPORTANT
(EPHESIANS)

c. ONLY ONE WAY
TO BE SAVED
(EPH. 2:14-16).

d. INSTRUMENTAL
MUSIC IS WRONG
(VERSES DEALING
WITH MUSIC)

F. SIXTH, OBLIGATIONS
DO NOT DISAPPEAR
JUST BECAUSE
OPPOSITION ARISES.



Decaber 1992

“The Desire”
of the Nations Shall Come

One of the more controversial passages in the
book of Haggai is 2:6,7. The King James Version
reads: “For thus saith the Lord of hosts; Yet once, it
is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and
the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; And I will
shake all nations, and-the-desire_of all nations shall
come: and T will fill this house with glory, saith the.
Lord of hosts.” The ‘prophet subsequently states
that the latter “glory” of the house will be greater
than the former, and in that place “peace” would be
given (9).

The American Standard Version translates the
Hebrew noun hemdat (“desire” KJV) as “precious
things;” others suggest “treasures,” etc. (RSV).
mla_wasimf_ul_f;ﬂlm@_t_gf,ﬂagg&;s,pmpmgyl

Some suggest that it refers to the material en-
hancement of the Jewish temple—either during
Haggai’s day, or pethaps to the enlargement of the
temple by Herod during the time of Christ. This is
hardly likely. Others think the passage hints of the
rich gifts which would be brou ht > Gentiles
into_the spiri g Lord, the church.
Many of the older commentators, focusing upon the
erm “desire” in the KJV, saw an allusion to Christ

imself. Some suggested that it might denote the
presence of Jesus in Herod’s temple as He taught
there during His personal ministry. Others argued
that it alluded to the work of Christ in His own tem-
ple, the church. Millennialists see a fulfillment in
the rebuilt temple of a future earthly reign of Christ
(an obviously erroneous viewpoint).

Many modem writers reject a direct Messianic
view of this passage, citing a couple of reasons.
Fi i ut that this context is nowher
‘quoted in the New Testament and applied to Christ
—Second, there are grammatical difficulties. The.
verb “come” in the Hebrew text is plural. It is thus
alleged that it cannot refer to the i ingle

_person, the Lord.

N ctri i the interpretation
6F this Old Testament prophecy. However, in the
interest of stimulating Bible study, we would offer
the following thoughts.

First, whether a prophecy is s ecifi d
in the New Testament or not is irrelevant to the is-
“sue. Isal : n not i a-

ment—Tt shall come to pass in the last days, that
the mountain of Jehovah’s house shall be estab-
lished...”—but who would deny its Messianic em-

qasis? A similar observation could be made re-

garding Daniel 2:44 concerning the settag up of
God’s kingdom. The absence of a New Testament
citation is not compelling.

Second, the grammatical peculiarity offiesingu-
L@jﬁgﬁﬂga_pluglcxmis_ngLa/bsglmdy_decj-
sive. Actually, the word “desire” is used dpersons
in the Old Testament—both in its singularand plu-
ral forms. Saul was described as “the desie of Is-
rael” (1 Samuel 9:20), and Daniel was alled the
“greatly beloved” [plural] in 929 10:11.08  Dr.
Robert Alden notes that “such irregulaities are
common in OT Hebrew” (The Expositor’s Bk Com-
mentary, Vol. 7, p. 580). The prophet sy have
been thinking of the “nations,” and selectd a verb
to agree with that thought. Professor WalkrKaiser
observes that often in Hebrew, when a vet i3 con-
tr.o.ll.-sd-b;Lmo_nonnsy(ﬁ.g.,_‘idﬁSjlfifjn.d,';wﬁfzn&i’
m_@j_ca&),.imewﬁb_agm&ﬂﬁﬁhwﬁminoun

belongs with the former

_even if the verb actually
substantive” (Hard Sayings of the Old Tegment, p.
"237). Also, the sentence structure allows for “de-
sire” to be the object to which the natios would
come (see NKJV). Such a translation answers the
grammatical problem and retains the Messanic im-
port of the passage. The case cannot be sdtled on
the basis of grammar. One scholar, who inclines
against the Messianic application of this passage,
concedes that either view is “within the rezmof se-
mantic possibilities” (International StandardBble En-
cyclopedia - Revised, Vol. IV, p. 898).
WMMM&
W ~First,
there was, in fact, a longing among i :
—itual Teacher, The visit of the wise me from
the East, seeking thWeﬂMﬁﬁﬁs
desire (Matt. 2:1-3). Note also the Lord’s werence.
to the interest of prophets and kings in thigs per-
taming to the Messiah (Luke 10:24). Bdam, a-
Gentile prophet, foretold the coming of a “tar out
of Jacob” (Num. 24:17). In one of his dialog, Plato
has Socrates saying: “We must of necessity wait, till
some one from Him who cares for us, shdl come
‘and instruct us how we ought to behave toward God
and man.” Again: “This law-giver must be more
than man, that he may teach us the things man can-
not know by his own nature” (see J. W. Masser, An
Encyclopedia on the Evidences, p. 528).
cond, the use of th “glory” alsohints of
a Messianic fulfillment (see verses 7.9). To, there
is that reference to the promised “peace.” Iis thus
i possible. tha esire afions”” |
Haggai’s prophecy hrist
The important question that we all mustask is
this: Is He the desire of our hearts? Wi

|
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An Introduction

Name, Author, Date. This book is named af-
ter its author, Haggai, about whom nothing is
known except that he is called “the prophet”’;
he is described as one whom “God had sent”
(1:12) and as “the messenger of the Lorp” (1:13).
Haggai’s nameis derived from the Hebrew word
for “feast,” am (chag). It means something like
“festival” or “joyous one,” suggesting that he
may have been born on the day of a festival. He
was one of two prophets mentioned in the Book
of Ezra who encouraged the Jews to complete the
rebuilding of the temple after their return from
Babylonian captivity (Ezra 5:1; 6:14). The other
was Zechariah.

Four oracles are included in the Book of
Haggai. All were dated by the prophet himself;
they were delivered between “the first day of
the sixth month” (1:1) and “the twenty-fourth
day of the ninth month” (1:15), in the year
520 B.C.

Style. Haggai, unlike most of the other proph-
ets, was written in prose rather than poetry.
Nevertheless, the prophet’s prose has some of
the characteristics of Hebrew poetry, as reflect-
ed in the NAB. Haggai spoke plainly, directly,

His designation as “the prophet Haggai” (1:1), with
no other descriptive terms added, may indicate “that he
was well known in the small Judean community” (Joyce
G. Baldwin, Hagguai, Zechariah, Malachi, Tyndale Old Testa-
ment Commentaries [Downers Grove, Ill.: Inter-Varsity
Press, 1972}, 27). Since his name comes first when he and
Zechariah are mentioned together (Ezra 5:1; 6:14), it is often
assumed that Haggai was older than Zechariah. Nothing
else is known about the prophet, not even the name of his
father. The fact that some of the psalms have been attrib-
uted to Haggai and Zechariah in the Septuagint (and in
other ancient versions) has suggested to some that he was
a priest. (Baldwin, 28.)
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and briefly. With only thirty-eight verses in two
chapters, Haggai is the second-shortest book
of the Minor Prophets and of the Old Testa-
ment. (The shortest is Obadiah, with only one
chapter and twenty-one verses.) Homer Hailey
identified another characteristic of Haggai’s
style:

The most striking feature in [Haggai’s] message
is the repeated appeal to Jehovah as the source
of his word. In some form he uses the appeal
“saith Jehovah [the Lorp],” “the word of Jehovah
[the Lorp] of hosts,” and similar expressions
twenty-six times in the four short addresses of
thirty-eight verses.? -

Historical Setting. Because of the sins of
Judah, God had used Babylon to punish His
people. Babylonhad conquered Judah, destroyed
Jerusalem and the temple, and taken the Jews
into captivity about 586 B.C. The policy of de-
portation was practiced by both the Assyrians
and the Babylonians, apparently to reduce the
risk of successful rebellion on the part of cap-
tured peoples. '

The prophets had predicted that the Jews
would be allowed to return to their own land
after seventy years. In accordance with that
promise, the Persianking Cyrus the Great allowed
the Jews to return to Palestine. After the Baby-
lonian Empire fell to the Medes and the Persians
in 539 B.C., Cyrus—in keeping with his general
practice toward captive peoples and in fulfill-
ment of the prophecy in Isaiah 44:28—issued a
decree in 538 B.C., permitting captive peoples to

*Homer Hailey, A Commentary on the Minor Prophets
(Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House, 1972), 298.



Time Indicators Related to the Rebuilding oi the Temple
In Ezra and Haggai

Scripture Reference Year Day, Month Event
Ezra 1:1 1st year, Cyrus Cyrus’ decree allowing the Jews
’ (538 B.C.) to return
Ezra 3:6 1st year back in Judah 1st day, 7th month Jews began to make offerings
Ezra 3:8 2nd year, 2nd month of Jews’ Jews began to rebuild
‘ arrival in their land the temple
Lo 2nd year, Darius .y
Haggai 1:1 (520 B.C)) 1st day, 6th month Haggai’s 1st oracle
Haggai 1:14, 15 2nd year, Darius 24th day, 6th month People worked on the temple
" (520 B.C.) ' P
Haggai 2:1 21st day, 7th month Haggai’s 2nd oracle
. 2nd year, Darius o
Haggai 2:10 (520 B.C.) 24th day, 9th month Haggai’s 3rd oracle
c . 24th day, 9th month "
Haggai 2:20 (same day) Haggai's 4th oracle
. 6th year, Darius 3rd day, month Adar
Ezra 6:15 (516 B.C.) (13th month) Temple completed

return to their homelands (see 2 Chronicles 36:22,
23; Ezra 1:1-4).>

About 538 B.C., 42,360 Jews returned! to
Jerusalem under the leadership of Sheshbazzar
(Ezra 1:1-5, 8, 11; 2:1, 2, 64).5 Zerubbabel is also
spoken of as the leader of the returned exiles.
The relationship between the two men is un-
clear. Possibly, these were two names for the
same man (“Sheshbazzar” could be the name

The return of the Jews to their land fulfilled a proph-
ecy of Jeremiah, who had predicted that they would spend
“seventy years” in captivity in Babylon (Jeremiah 25:11, 12;
29:10). However, it was only about fifty years from the
time of the destruction of Jerusalem (586 B.C.) until the
Jews' first return from Babylon. This apparent discrepancy
can be solved either by (1) counting the years from the first
time Nebuchadnezzar carried away captives (605 B.C.) to
the first return (about 538 B.C.—or 536 B.C., the date often
used to make the “seventy years” more precise); (2) count-
ing the years from the time the temple was destroyed
(586 B.C.) to the time when its rebuilding was complete
(516 B.C.); or (3) considering “seventy years” in Jeremiah
as a figurative term indicating a full or complete period of
time.

*Many of the Jews did not return, choosing, for various
reasons, to remain in Babylon. A large community of Jews
continued to live there.

*ScottD. Harp, “Haggai—The Prophet of Restoration,”
Freed-Hardeman University Lectures (2011): 98. Others say
that Zerubbabel was governor after Sheshbazzar. (William
Sanford LaSor, David Allan Hubbard, and Frederic William
Bush, Old Testament Survey [Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B.
Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1982], 4482.)
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by which Zerubbabel was known in Persia), or
perhaps one began the journey as the leader of
the Jews and the other finished it in that role.

Almost their first order of business upon re-
turning to Judah was the rebuilding of the temple.
The foundation of the temple had been laid, to
the accompaniment of both tears and rejoicing
(Ezra 3). When opposition arose from the people
who were in the land, the rebuilding had ceased
for a time (Ezra 4:24).

Cyrus was succeeded on the throne by his son
Cambyses in 530 B.C.; and, a few months after
Cambyses’ death in 522 B.C, Darius I° became
ruler of the Persian Empire.” In 520 B.C,, at the
urging of the prophets Haggai and Zechariah,
rebuilding began again (Ezra 5). The temple was
finally completed, inlarge part due to the work of
these two prophets, in 516 B.C. (Ezra 6). Haggai
and Zechariah, therefore, differ from most of the
other prophets (for example, Jeremiah) in that
they experienced visible results from their efforts;
they achieved what they were sent to do!

*Darius I was “the usurper Darius I Hystaspes (522—
486 B.C.), not to be confused with ‘Darius the Mede’ in the
book of Daniel” (John T. Willis, My Servants the Prophets,
vol. 4, The Way of Life Series [Abilene, Tex.: Biblical Research
Press, 1982], 76).

Jack P. Lewis, The Minor Prophets (Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Baker Book House, 1966), 69.



The dates found in Haggai and Zechariah
relate the work of the two prophets to the era
in which they lived. Ezra 4:24 says that work
stopped on the temple “until the second year of
the reign of Darius,” which is when Haggai and
Zechariah began their prophecies.

Message. The Book of Haggai has but one
message: Build the temple! There is no denuncia-
tion of social injustice, immorality, or idolatry in
the book.? Rather, everything that Haggai said
was connected with the single purpose of en-
couraging the Jews to complete the rebuilding
of the temple.’ George L. Robinson said, “[It was
Haggai’s] supreme mission to arouse the Jews
of Jerusalem to rise up and rebuild the temple
of Solomon, which Nebuchadnezzar had de-
stroyed in 586 B.C.”"

The book contains four dated messages, de-
livered over a period of about four months:

1:1—dated “the first day of the sixth month”
of “the second year of Darius” (August
29, 520 B.C.)Y;

2:1—dated “the twenty-first [day] of the sev-
enth month” of the second year of Darius
(October 17, 520 B.C.);

2:10—dated “the twenty-fourth [day] of
the ninth month” of “the second year of
Darius”;

2:20—dated the same day as the third mes-
sage (December 18, 520 B.C.)."”

Outline. The book can be outlined according
to its four oracles.

8bid., 68.

Robert L. Alden stated, “Everything else in this brief
prophecy hangs on this one imperative—build God's
house” (Robert L. Alden, “Haggai,” in The Expositor’s Bible
Commentary, vol. 7, Daniel—Minor Prophets, ed. Frank E.
Gaebelein {Grand Rapids, Mich.: Regency Reference Library,
Zondervan Publishing House, 1985}, 569).

©George L. Robinson, The Twelve Minor Prophets (Grand
Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House, 1926), 138.

1 Another date is found in 1:15: “the twenty-fourth day
of the sixth month in the second year of Darius the king”
(October 17, 520 B.C.). This refers to the time when the
people were working on the temple.

12These dates are from LaSor, Hubbard, and Bush, 482.
Peter C. Craigie explained, “By correlating the study of
ancient dating systems with the study of astronomical data
on the phases of the moon, it is possible to convert ancient
data of this kind into modern dates, with an accuracy factor
of approximately plus/minus 24 hours” (Peter C. Craigie,
Twelve Prophets, vol. 2, The Daily Study Bible Series [Phila-
delphia: Westminster Press, 1985}, 138).
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L. FIRST ORACLE (1:1-15):
“Your present distress has resulted from
putting your own business before the
Lord’s business (building His house).”

II. SECOND ORACLE (2:1-9):
“Do not let your unpromising beginnings
discourage you and keep you from the
work of building the temple.”

I1I. THIRD ORACLE (2:10-19):
“Your work in the past yielded few results,

but from now on it will be blessed.”

IV. FOURTH ORACLE (2:20-23):

“Take comfort from the fact that God will
destroy the nations that are your enemies
and that you have a leader chosen by

God.”

Theological Significance. Since Haggai did not
preach against social injustice or proclaim the
necessity of righteousness and mercy, some may
think he was somehow deficient as a prophet—
not worthy to be compared, for instance, with
Amos and Micah.”

The book should not be used inan attempt to
minimize the prophet’s (or God’s) concern about
justice and righteousness..Haggai (inspired by
God) was simply dealing with the major problem
facing the Jews at the time, just as other prophets
dealt with the problems that they faced at other
times.

Further, one should not underestimate the
importance of Haggai’s work. The temple was
the visual symbol of God’s presence. God was
with His people; but He was, in a special sense,
present in His temple. In fact, the temple was
the symbol of the covenant between God and
His people Israel. Therefore, when Nebuchad-
nezzar's troops destroyed Jerusalem and the
temple in 586 B.C., and when the ark of the cov-
enant disappeared (see Jeremiah 3:16), it was

(See HAGGAI on page 43)

BFor example, Elizabeth Achtemeier, while defending
the Book of Haggai, noted that others question the book
because it differs from other prophets who spoke against the
temple and the services held there (Isaiah 1:10-17; Jeremiah
7:1-15; Ezekiel 8:1-18; 24:15-24). (Elizabeth Achtemeier,
Nahum—Malachi, Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for
Teaching and Preaching [Atlanta: John Knox Press, 1986],
95.) The prophets’ condemnation of abuses related to the
temple do not condemn the temple itself.
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Keeping On:
Facing the Obstacles, Part 1

As the prophet Haggai encouraged the people
of Judah to complete the rebuilding of the temple,
he delivered four oracles in about four months.
Each oracle was designed to deal with a specific
problem in the Jewish community which stood
in the way of the task. In two cases, Haggai him-
self identified the problem; in the other two, the
content of the message suggests the obstacle that
was hindering the project. These four (stated or
implied) obstacles provide a natural outline for
the chapter.

OBSTACLE 1—THE PEOPLE’S
THINKING: “THIS IS NOT
THE RIGHT TIME” (1:1-15)
One hindrance to the completion of the proj-
ect was that the Jews did not think it was a good
time to rebuild the temple.

1In the second year of Darius the king, on
the first day of the sixth month, the word of the
Lorp came by the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel
the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to
Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest,
saying, 2“Thus says the Lorp of hosts, ‘This
people says, “The time has not come, even the
time for the house of the Lorb to be rebuilt.”””

These two verses introduce the reader to the
book’s topic by answering three questions about
Haggai's first oracle.

When? Haggai beganby dating the firstoracle
from “the prophet Haggai.” God’s initial rev-
elation to the prophet came “on the first day of
the sixth month”! “in the second year of Darius

10n the first day of the month the Jews were to observe
the new moon as a holy day. On such a day, the hearts of
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the king.”? Darius began his reign as the king
of Persia in 522 B.C., so this message should be
dated to 520 B.C.

Who? The source of the message was “the
Lorp.” As did the other prophets, Haggai claimed
that his words came from God. God was deliv-
ering His message through the prophet Haggai,
who, along with Zechariah, played animportant
role in the Book of Ezra. The two prophets are
credited with encouraging the Jews toresume the
rebuilding of the temple (see Ezra 5:1, 2; 6:14).

The principal recipients of the message were
“Zerubbabel,”?® who was Judah’s “governor,”

the people may have been turned toward the Loxd, so they
may have been more ready to accept Haggai’s message.
Joyce G. Baldwin said that the day “was therefore an occa-
sion when it would be possible to gain the ear of this farm-
ing community, for there would be festivities in Jerusalem”
(Joyce G. Baldwin, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, Tyndale Old
Testament Commentaries [ Downers Grove, Ill.: Inter-Varsity
Press, 1972}, 37).

2Richard Wolff commented, “The Jews, without aking
of their own, dated their events by the reign of the kings by
whom they were subjugated. The very first word of prophecy
after the captivity reminded them that they were not yet
fully restored” (Richard Wolff, The Book of Haggai [Grand
Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House, 1967}, 21).

3Zerubbabel may also have been known as “Sheshba-
zzar,” or he may have been the governor who succeeded
Sheshbazzar. He was appointed to serve as governor by the
Persian king. Being the grandson of King Jehoiachin, he was
in the line of David. His name is found in the genealogy
of Jesus (Matthew 1:12). Commentators note that there is a
problem involved in Zerubbabel’s being identified as the
“son of Shealtiel,” since in 1 Chronicles 3:19 he is said to be
the son of Pedaiah, Jehoiachin’s third son, rather than the
son of Shealtiel, Jehoiachin’s oldest. The solution proposed
by Baldwin is that “Shealtiel most probably adopted his
eldest nephew, who from then on would be called by his
name; another possibility is that he was born to Shealtiel’s
widow by levirate marriage” (Baldwin, 38).



and “Joshua . . . the high priest,”* the two lead-
ers of the returned Jews (1:1). Zerubbabel might
be thought of as the highest civil authority, and
Joshua as the highest religious authority. These
leaders needed to be motivated so that they
could in turn motivate the nation to finish the
task at hand.

What? The content of the message focused
on the rebuilding of the temple. The temple had
been destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar about
586 B.C., when the Babylonians conquered Judah
and took the Jews into captivity. When Cyrus
the Creat allowed the Jews to return to their
own land about 538 B.C., they soon began re-
building the temple by laying its foundation.
However, the people of the land discouraged
them, and building efforts stopped for about
sixteen years.’ At the time Haggai prophesied,
God had decided that it was time for the un-
finished project to be completed. Nevertheless,
the Jews were not ready to resume the work. They
were saying that it was not the right time “for
the house of the Lorp [the temple] to be rebuilt”
(1:2).5 As the prophet went on to say, they were
more concerned about other matters—their own
houses—than they were about “the house of the
Lorp.”

4oshua was “the grandson of the exiled chief priest
Seraiah (II Kings 25:18; I Chron. 6:14)” (Elizabeth Achte-
meier, Nahum—Malachi, Interpretation: ABible Commentary
for Teaching and Preaching [Atlanta: John Knox Press,
1986}, 93).

SJohn T. Willis suggested the following reasons that
the work on the temple had ceased for all those years:
(1) “They were afraid of the Samaritans (2:4-5).” (2) “They
were more concerned with their own interests than with
doing the Lord’s work.” (3) “They soon got into the habit
of procrastinating.” (4) “They were stingy with their pos-
sessions.” (5) “The Jews did not feel that the work of re-
building the temple was important enough to require
serious effort on their part” (John T. Willis, My Servants the
Prophets, vol. 4, The Way of Life Series {Abilene, Tex.: Bibli-
cal Research Press, 1982], 77-78).

s5ome have suggested that the Jews mighthave thought
that the “seventy years” of Jeremiah's prophecy had not yet
been fulfilled, so they were saying “the time has not yet
come . . . for the house of the Loro to be rebuilt.” Clinton
R. Gill offered this as one possible excuse made by the Jews.
(Clinton R. Gill, Minor Prophets—A Study of Micah Through
Malachi, Bible Study Textbook Series [Joplin, Mo.: College
Press, 1971], 242.) However, one commentator said, “It is
extremely doubtful that the Jewsever interpreted Jeremiah's
prophecy that literally” (Carroll Stuhlmueller, “Haggai,
Zechariah, Malachi,” in The Jerome Biblical Commentary, vol.
1, ed. Raymond E. Brown, Joseph A. Fitzmyer, and Roland
E.Murphy [Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1968],
388).
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3Then the word of the Lorp came by Haggai the
prophet, saying, *“Isit time foryouyourselves to
dwell in your paneled houses while this house
lies desolate?”

The Jews were claiming that “the time [had]
notcome... for the house of the Lorp to be rebuilt”
(1:3). The Lord replied in kind, asking whether
it was time for them to “dwell in [their] paneled
[expensive] houses” (see 1Kings 6:9;7:7; Jeremiah
22:14) while the Lord’s house lay “desolate” (1 4).
The question is, of course, rhetorical; the obvi-
ous answer is “No!” The people had no business
building their own houses and living in luxury
while they left God's house in ruins.”

SNow therefore, thus says the Lorp of hosts,
“Consider your ways! *You have sownmuch, but
harvest little; you eat, but there is notenough to
be satisfied; you drink, but there is not enough
to become drunk; you put on clothing, but no
one is warm enough; and he who earns, earns
wages to put into a purse with holes.”

The prophet used a reward/punishment
approach to encourage the people to comply
with God’s command. To help the people see
the error of their ways, he twice said, “Consider
your ways!” (1:5). To “consider your ways” is
Jiterally “set [or put] your hearts on your roads,”
a Hebrew idiom which means something like
“give careful thought to yoturways” (NIV;seel:7;
2:15, 16, 18).8 In these verses Haggai asked the
people to “consider” how the Lord had already
chastised them. Their lives and their work had
been unsatisfactory. Therefore, their harvests
had been poor; they did not have enough to
“eat” or “drink”; their “clothing” did not keep
them “warm”; and their “wages” went for noth-
ing (1:6).° Their neglect of the Lord’s house had

7Was it possible that the Jews could be said to dwell
in “paneled houses” and yet to experience the kind of
problems spoken of in 1:6-11? Two possibilities exist:
(1) Some lived in “paneled houses,” in luxury, while neglect-
ing the Lord, but others were suffering. (2) The people had
built their “paneled houses” during good times, but lately
times had been bad (although the people werenot starving).

sRobert L. Alden, “Haggai,” in The Expositor’s Bible
Commentary, vol. 7, Daniel—Minor Prophets, ed. Frank E.
Gaebelein (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Regency Reference Library,
Zondervan Publishing House, 1985), 581.

“Concerning the phrase “purse with holes,” Homer
Hailey said, “The wages they earned seemed to evaporate
and disappear like money putin a bag with holes, because
of inflated prices. Nothing could be saved” (Homer Hailey,
A Commentary on the Minor Prophets [Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Baker Book House, 1972], 304-5).



caused God to punish them—or at Jeast had kept
God from blessing them.”

7Thus says the Lorp of hosts, “Consider your
ways! 8Go up to the mountains, bring wood and
rebuild the temple, that I may be pleased with
it and be glorified,” says the LORD.

What would solve their problem? Haggai
suggested that the people would be rewarded if
they would “rebuild the temple.” He told them
again to “consider [their] ways”—to think care-
fully about what they had done and needed todo
(1:7). Then he relayed God’s command to gather
vwood” ! from the “mountains” and do the job.
When they did so, God would “be pleased with”
them, and He would “be glorified” (1:8).

sYou look for much, but behold, it comes to
little; when you bring it home, I blow it away.
Why?” declares the LoRrD of hosts, “Because of
My house which lies desolate, while each of you
runs to his own house. Therefore, because of
you the sky has withheld its dew and the earth
has withheld its produce. " called for a drought
on the land, on the mountains, on the grain, on
the new wine, on the oil, on what the ground
produces, on men, on cattle, and onall the labor
of your hands.””

Again, the Lord spoke of the consequences
of their failure to put Him first. They had prof-
ited little from their labors. When they went to
harvest their crops, they expected a good yield
but found only a little; then when they brought
the harvested grain home, God “[blew] itaway.”
Why? Because God's house lay “desolate” while
each of the Jews “[ran] to his own house.” The
people were hurrying to tend to their personal
affairs while ignoring the need tolook after God'’s

1When God withheld His blessings because of the
Jews' disobedience, He was acting in accordance with the
blessings / curses pronounced in the law of Moses. (See, for
example, Leviticus 26; Deuteronomy 26;27.)

1The fact that the Jews were told to “bring wood” to
“rebuild the temple” may be significant. When the temple
was destroyed, the old foundation, being made of stone,
would not have perished; neither would the large stones
that made up much of the exterior walls. Everything was
burned, and the stones would have been dislodged and
displaced; but the Jews had something to begin with. What
they needed was “wood” to replace what had been burned
and to refinish the temple once the stones had been put
back into position. In other words, the Jews did not have
to start from nothing when they set out to rebuild the
temple. Baldwin said that the preposition “in” found in1:14
(KJV) “implies that the shell of the building remained”
(Baldwin, 43).
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house (1:9).22 To punish the people for their self-
centeredness, the Lord had sent drought, which
had negatively affected theland and its crops, the
livestock, the men and all their works (1:10, 11).

Haggai’s message implied that, just as the
covenant had stipulated, if the Jews would put
God first, the nation would prosper. The people’s
neglect of God's house explained the problems
they had been experiencing.

2Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and
Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest,
with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the
voice of the Lorp their God and the words of
Haggai the prophet, as the LorD their God had
sent him. And the people showed reverence for
the Lorp.

The second part of chapter 1 records the
people’s response to the message God delivered
through Haggai to Zerubbabel and Joshua, and
then to the people. As far as the biblical records
show, a majority of the prophets were ignored or
rejected most of the time by the people to whom
they spoke—but not Haggai! Rather, the two
leaders, along with the “remnant of the people”
(a reference to the Jews who had returned from
captivity)® heard “the words of Haggai” and
“obeyed the voice of the Lorp.” In s0 doing, they
sshowed reverence for the Lorp.”** Haggai's

12The NIV has “each of youis busy with his own house.”
“Runs” (NASB) is the literal rendering of the verb pa (vuts);
the NRSV and REB use the word “hurry.” Apparently, the
idea is that people were so busy rushing about their own
houses, tending to their own business, that they had no
time for the Lord’s business. The CEV’s free translation is
“You hurry off to build your own houses, while my temple
is still in ruins.”

13Baldwin said that references to the “remnant” in
Haggai and Zechariah provide a fulfillment of Isaiah’s

rophecies concerning the return of a remnant (Isaiah 17:3;

10:21; 11:11). However, she added that since the word for
“veturn” (339, shub) also means “repent,” “it is significant
thatin Haggai the word ‘remnant’ is applied to[thereturned
Jews] when they respond in obedience to the voice of the Lord
their God” (Baldwin, 42).

10Other versions translate “fear” or “feared” (NRSV;
NIV; NKJV) rather than “showed reverence.” Wolff said
that “fear” does not mean to be “afraid of God” or to be
#terrified by the supreme Ruler of the universe,” but rather
it “implies reverence [and] adoration, and gives adequate
expression to the spiritof true religion in the Old Testament.”
Regarding the meaning of this word in the Old Testament,
he cited Proverbs 3:7; 8:13; 9:10; and Isaiah 66:2. (Wolff, 38.)
Willis wrote that “they fear before the Lord” “does not mean
that they were terrified of God or dreaded his presence, but
rather that they honored him (see Malachi 1:6), reverenced
him, and held him in the highest respect (cf. Psalms 22:23;
103:13; Hebrews 5:7)" (Willis, 79).



preaching, then, was successful.

BThen Haggai, the messenger of the Lorp, spoke
by the commission of the Lorp to the people
saying, “’I am with you,” declares the Lorp.”
1450 the Lorp stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel
the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the
spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high
priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the
people; and they came and worked on the house
of the Lorp of hosts, their God, on the twenty-
fourth day of the sixth month in the second year
of Darius the king.

The book records that “on the twenty-fourth
day of the sixth month in the second year of
Darius” (1:15)—a little over three weeks after the
first message recorded in the chapter (1:1)—the
people “worked on the house of the Lorp” (1:14).
What had happened in the meantime? Some
believe that when the people first heard the word
of Haggaiand had “reverence for the Lorp” (1:12),
they began to clear the debris and gather the
materials for building. Then after three weeks,
Haggai spoke again, encouraging them to com-
plete the job by relating the good news that the
Lord said, “I am with you!” (1:13). With God on
their side, they could not be defeated; they
would undoubtedly succeed! With that encour-
agement, “the Lorp stirred up the spirit”* of both
the leaders and “the people,” and the work of
rebuilding began (1:14).¢

APPLICATION
HAGGAI {

“CONSIDER YOUR WAYS!”
(1:5, 7)
Twice, the prophet Haggai said, “Consider

5The fact that it was “the Lorp” who “stirred up the
spirit” of the Jews emphasizes that the effect of Haggai’s
preaching was not to be attributed to the prophet. Rather,
because of the word of God spoken through the prophet,
God worked within the spirits of Haggai’s receptive hearers
to produce the results He desired.

16This view is presented in Charles L. Feinberg, The
Minor Prophets (Chicago: Moody Press, 1990), 242. Another
possibility is that the process of Haggai's preaching and the
Jews’ favorable response involved a longer period of time,
taking about three weeks to complete. If so, the account
found in Haggai is a true but abbreviated report of what
happened: For three weeks Haggai preached; at the end of
that time, he said, “The Lorp is with you”; and then the
Jews, who had been favorably impressed and moved by his
preaching, began to do what the Lord had told them to
do.
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your ways!” (1:5,7; see2:15, 16, 18). He wanted the
people to think seriously about their situation—
about where they were in relation to their goal,
where they wanted to be, and how they could get
there. Careful thought led them to change their
ways and to rebuild the temple.

Perhaps, from a spiritual standpoint, what
most people need to do more than anything else
is to “consider” their ways, to think carefully and
seriously about their condition. While they may
notbe suffering the negative consequences of their
sinin the way that Judah was (though many are),
they still need to think about such questions as
these: “Am I living up to my potential for good?”;
“Is my spiritual hunger going unfulfilled?”; “Is
God pleased with my life?”; “If I continue to live
as I am, where will I spend eternity?”

Let us consider our ways. We might also say,
“Let’s think about it.” A conscientious consid-
eration of our condition might lead to a change
for the better.

“REVERENCE FOR THE LORD”
(1:12)

As a result of Haggai’s preaching, “Zerub-
babel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of
Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the remnant
of the people, obeyed the voice of the Lorp their
God and the words of Haggdi the prophet, as the
Lorp their God had sent him. And the people
showed reverence for the Lorp” (1:12). The
people listened to Haggai’s message and obeyed
it. In so doing, they “showed reverence for the
Lorp.”

Sometimes people call for greater “reverence”
to be shown to the Lord. When they do, they are
often speaking of how we worship (we should
be quieter in worship) or of how we talk (we
should not use God’s name lightly). While we
need to show reverence in both of those areas,
Haggai 1:12 reminds us that the most important
way to show “reverence for the LOrRD” is to obey
Him! The person who is quiet in worship shows
reverence for God, but so does the person who
is out talking about Jesus Christ to his friends
and neighbors, for he is obeying the Great Com-
mission. Further, the person who obeys the truth
proclaimed by the preacher is also showing rev-
erence for the Lord! Let us revere the Lord: Let
us show reverence for Him by doing what He
tells us to do!
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Working Courageously:
Facing the Obstacles, Part 2

The second chapter of Haggai contains three
dated oracles and continues to address obstacles
which stood in the way of the rebuilding of the
temple.

OBSTACLE 2—THE PEOPLE’S
DISCOURAGEMENT:
«THIS TEMPLE IS INFERIOR”

- (2:1-9)

A second problem threatened to keep the
Jews from finishing the work: They were dis-
couraged because the temple they were working
on was “nothing”—at least in their eyes—com-
pared to the temple which had been destroyed.

10n the twenty-firstof the seventh month, the
word of the LorD came by Haggai the prophet
saying, 2“Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua
the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to
the remnant of the people saying, ¥*Who is left
among you who saw this temple in its former
glory? And how do you see it now? Does it not
seem to you like nothing in comparison?”

Haggai's second message was givento himby
God “on the twenty-first of the seventh month”
(2:1), about a month after the book says the
people began “work[ing] on the house of the
Lorp” (1:14, 15).! The recipients of the revelation

IRichard Wolff wrote, “The date givenhere corresponds
with the seventh and last day of the feast of Tabernacles
(Lev. 23:33). It was a festival of harvest thanksgiving (Exod.
23:16), commemorating the passage of the nation of Israel
through the desert and foreshadowing the rule of God over
the entire earth. This celebration, following a scanty harvest,
would accentuate the contrast between the past and the
present” (Richard Wolff, The Book of Haggai [Grand Rapids,
Mich.: Baker Book House, 1967], 42).
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were the same people: “Zerubbabel,” “Joshua,”
and the “remnant of the people” (2:2). The prob-
lem addressed in this oracle was the apparent
inferiority of the temple they were working on
compared to Solomon’s magnificent temple.
Some who were present in Haggai’s day had
seen the “former” temple in all its “glory.”? To
these people, the rebuilt temple was “nothing in
comparison.” This perception was discouraging
and likely hindered the work (2:3).

4Byt now take courage, Zerubbabel,” declares
the Lorp, ‘take courage also, Joshua son of Je-
hozadak, the high priest, and all you people of
the land take courage,’” declares the Lorp, ‘and
work; for I am with you,” declares the Lorp of
hosts.”

The Lord’s message to the Jews was simple:
“Take courage.” Their problem was a lack of
courage, that is, discouragement. If they were

2In 520 B.C., it had been sixty-six years since the Baby-
Jonians had destroyed the temple (in 586 B.C.). Jews who
were ten to twenty years old when the destruction took place
could have lived to see construction begin on the temple’s
replacement; and they would have remembered what the
original temple was like.

Interestingly, the prophet did not distinguish between
Solomon’s temple and the temple that was being rebuilt.
The rebuilt temple was still “this temple”; the former temple
was “this temple in its former glory” (2:3). While later Jews
distinguished between Solomon’s temple and that built by
Zerubbabel by calling the latter the “Second Temple,” the
Bible makes no such distinction. One commentator said,
“The two eras represented by these houses [were] not
[regarded] as two distinct and separate periods, but as one
continuous period. . .. The present was not so much a fresh
commencement as a prolongation of the past” (T. Whitelaw,
“Haggai,” in The Pulpit Commentary, vol. 14, Amos to Malachi,
ed. H. D. M. Spence and Joseph S. Exell [Grand Rapids,
Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1950], 24).



to keep on building, they needed to be encour-
aged. What could strengthen their resolve? First,
they could be uplifted by the fact that God was
with them. Paul L. Watson said, “The size and
beauty of the temple are not important; God’s
presence is.”?

54/ As for the promise which I made you when
you came out of Egypt, My Spirit is abiding in
your midst; do not fear!””

A second source of encouragement for the
people had to do with the past. The Jews could
take heart in knowing that the Lord would keep
“the promise” He had made to Israel when He
delivered the nation “out of Egypt.” At that time,
He had pledged that they would be His “own
possession among all the peoples” and would be
“akingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Exodus
19:5, 6). From then on, God had indeed demon-
strated that He was with His people. Because of
God’s promises and His care for Israel, the people
could rest assured that the Lord was with them.
His presence was guaranteed, for He said, “My
Spirit is abiding in your midst.”* Since the Lord
was with them, they did not need to “fear.” They
could “take courage.”

“For thus says the Lorp of hosts, ‘Once more in
a little while, I am going to shake the heavens
and the earth, the sea also and the dry land. /I
will shake all the nations; and they will come
with the wealth of all nations, and I will fill this
house with glory,” says the Lorp of hosts. *The
silver is Mine and the gold is Mine,” declares
the Lorp of hosts.”

A third reason that Israel could “take cour-
age” related to the future. The Lord would “shake
the heavens and the earth,” “the sea,” “the dry
land,” and “the nations.” As a part of, or a result
of, this shaking, the nations would bring into the
rebuilt temple “the wealth of all nations,” and

3Paul L. Watson, “Haggai,” in The Transforming Word:
One-Volume Commentary on the Bible, ed. Mark W. Hamilton
(Abilene, Tex.: Abilene Christian University Press, 2009),
712. James Burton Coffman wrote, “The only ‘glory’ that
mattered, and the only glory that had any permanent value
was that of God himself. When God was with his people,
they were indeed glorified, and all of the alleged inferior-
ity of the new temple would be nullified and compensated
for by the presence of the Lord himself . . .” (James Burton
Coffman, Commentary on the Minor Prophets, vol. 3, Nahum,
Habakkuk, Zephaniah, and Haggai [ Austin, Tex.: Firm Founda-
tion Publishing House, 1982], 201).

‘Many commentators see the Lord’s statement concern-
ing His “Spirit” as a reference to the Holy Spirit.
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God would “fill [His] house with glory” (2:6, 7).
God’s ability to shower Israel with the nations’
wealth was certain because He is the ultimate
possessor of all “the silver” and “the gold” (2:8).
This message offered the people hope for the
future and should have helped them to “take
courage” (2:4).

When were these promises fulfilled? One pos-
sibility is that they were fulfilled in connection
with the completion of the temple. That event
could be thought of as earthshaking.® The “na-
tions” contributed to the completion of the temple
in that the Persian government provided funds
for the project (see Ezra 6:8-12; 7:12-26). Another
possibility is that the passage is messianic and
refers to the coming of Christ and His kingdom.
Again, this event, figuratively speaking, shook
“the heavens and the earth.”® As a result of the
establishment of the kingdom, or church, of the
Lord, the Gentiles who were saved brought into
the kingdom “the wealth of all nations.””

9'The latter glory of this house will be greater
than the former,” says the Lorp of hosts, ‘and in
this place I will give peace,” declares the Lorp
of hosts.”

. The momentous events spoken of in the
previous verses had a tremendous effect, making
“the latter glory of this house . . . greater than

SIn this interpretation, the idea of “shaking” the na-
tions refers to a great event. The completion of the rebuilt
temple would, from God’s standpoint, fit that descrip-
tion.

$According to Homer Hailey, the “shaking” of the na-
tions speaks of the rise and fall of empires, and the prophecy
refers to the “rise and fall of nations from that time to the
coming of the Messiah.” Hailey added that “the application of
the passage made by the writer of Hebrews (12:26) confirms
this view. As God shook the heaven and earth at the giving
of the law at Sinai, so He shook the heathen nations, remov-
ing them; and now He has shaken and removed the Jewish
economy that man could receive a kingdom that cannot be
shaken (Heb. 12:28)” (Homer Hailey, A Commentary on the
Minor Prophets [Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House,
1972], 310-11). However, it is possible that the writer of the
letter to the Hebrews was applying to the Christian age a
passage which had an earlier fulfillment; in other words,
it is possible that Haggai 2:8 had both a “near” and a “far”
fulfillment.

7Another view, held by premillennialists, is that the
entire passage will find its fulfillment when Christ comes
again and establishes His kingdom on earth. At that time
they say He will rule over a physical kingdom that will
inciude “all the nations,” and their wealth will belong to
His kingdom. In light of other passages (for example, since
Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world”; John 18:36),
this view is unacceptable.
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the former.” The text says that the Lord’s people
would find “peace” “inthis place” —presumably,
where the temple was rebuilt. Such a promise
should indeed have given them courage.

Anobvious question arises from this passage:
How could Zerubbabel’s temple possibly have
been more glorious than the temple of Solomon?
From a material standpoint, it was not. TheJews
in ancient times listed a number of features the
first temple possessed which were not found in
the rebuilt temple (such as the ark of the cov-
enant). Presumably, this would have made the
“second temple” inferior.? What, then, does the
passage mean?

One answer as to how the latter house could
be more glorious than the former is to see the
passage as messianic. This can be done in two
different ways.

According toone interpretation of the text, the
rebuilt temple was greater because the Messiah,
Jesus Christ, was later presented there as a baby
and taught in the temple, as well as cleansing it
of merchants and money changers. The Messiah
was never in Solomon’s temple, but He did later
make His presence felt in the temple which was
being rebuilt in Haggai’'s time.

Another messianic approach interprets “this
house” in verse 7 not as a reference to Zerub-
babel’s temple, but to the church, God’s spiri-
tual temple in which Christ dwells in the Chris-
tian age (see 1 Corinthians 3:16; Ephesians 2:21,
22). The greater glory of the latter house, then,
would involve the spiritual blessings available
in God’s spiritual temple that could not be as-
sociated with Solomon’s temple.’

In favor of a messianic interpretation is the
K]V translation of verse 7: “And I will shake all
nations, and the desire of all nations shall come:
and I will fill this house with glory, saith the LorD

8The five features which, according to Jewish tradition,
the first temple possessed but the second temple lacked,
include “(1) the ark of the covenant and mercy seat, (2) the
divine fire, (3) the shekinah (‘glory’ 1 Kings 8:11), (4) the
Holy Spirit, and (5) the Urim and the Thummim” (Jack
P. Lewis, “How Was the Second Temple More Glorious?”
Freed-Hardeman University Lectures [2011]: 233. Lewis cited
Talmud Yoma 21b).

9Clinton R. Gill wrote, “Lump Solomon’s temple, Zerub-
babel’s temple, and Herod’s temple all together and their
glory cannot surpass that of the real temple, the church”
(Clinton R. Gill, Minor Prophets——A Study ofMicah Through
Malachi, Bible Study Textbook Series [Joplin, Mo.: College
Press, 19711, 249).
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of hosts.” From before the Christian era, “the
desire of all nations” was interpreted to refer
to the Messiah."” The “shaking” of the nations
would then refer to the time of His coming. The
Messiah is “the desire of all nations” in that all
nations—consciously or unconsciously—desire
Him (or the salvation He brings).

Regardless of the popularity of interpreting
the text as a reference to the Messiah," there are
problems with that approach. The context (ex-
cept for the greater “glory” promise) does not
favor it, and no New Testament passage applies
the verse to the Christ (although Hebrews 12:26
quotes Haggai 2:6). Neither does the Hebrew text
ceem to favor the KJV rendering of verse 7, most
modern versions agree with the NASB. Further,
not all modern scholars (including conservative
scholars) accept the messianic interpretation.”

If the passage is not messianic, thenhow was
Zerubbabel’s temple more glorious than that of
Solomon? John T. Willis noted that “the Lord does
not see as man sees” and said the second temple
“was greater in God’s sight because of the sig-
nificance of its being rebuilt and the odds which
the builders must overcome t0 accomplish the
work.”1® Another view was offered by Lewis:
What the Hebrew text really saysis that the latter

10Gill, forinstance, said, “The desire of all nations’ (KjV)
in verse seven is unmistakably Messianic” (Ibid., 249).

uRebert L. Aldennoted, “Most Christian commentators
see in this verse [2:9], too, a messianic reference” (Robert L.
Alden, “Haggai,” in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, vol.
7. Daniel—Minor Prophets, ed. Frank E. Gaebelein [Grand
Rapids, Mich.: Regency Reference Library, Zondervan Pub-
lishing House, 1985), 587). The messianic view is defended
in Coffman, 205-9.

12] ewis discussed and refuted the possible messianic
interpretation of the Hebrew words translated “wealth [or
desire] of the nations,” in Lewis, “Second Temple,” 230-

3.
13John T. Willis, My Servants the Prophets, vol. 4, The Way
of Life Series (Abilene, Tex.: Biblical Research Press, 1982), 78.

The Importance of the Temple
“The temple and Mount Zion on which it
sat represented God’s dwelling place on earth.
The temple’s destruction by Nebuchadnezzar
amounted to the ultimate blasphemy. The only
way to rectify this situation was to rebuild the
temple.”
“Haggai” in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary
Robert L. Alden



glory of thehouse shall be greater than the former
(that is, than it is now at its beginning).”** The
comparison was not between Solomon'’s temple
and the rebuilt temple, but between the temple
as it was at the time when Haggai spoke and the
temple as it would be when it was completed.
Either interpretation satisfactorily explains the
difficulty involved in the “latter glory” being
“greater than the former.”

OBSTACLE 3—THE PEOPLE’S
UNHOLINESS: “THIS NATION
IS UNCLEAN” (2:10-19)
Apparently, another obstacle to the rebuild-
ing of the temple was discouragement resulting
from crop failures and natural disasters.

1°On the twenty-fourth of the ninth month, in
the second year of Darius, the word of the Lorp
came to Haggai the prophet, saying, "“Thus
says the Lorp of hosts, ' Ask now the priests for
a ruling.””

A little over two months after Haggai's
second oracle, the Lord spoke again to Judah

“Jack P. Lewis, The Minor Prophets (Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Baker Book House, 1966), 72.

HIGHLIGHTS IN THE BOOK OF HAGGAI

God’s people in every age need to learn
the lesson taught in this passage:

1:4-11—"Is it time for you yourselves to
dwell in your paneled houses while
this house lies desolate? . . .”

Thus says the Lorp of hosts,
“Consider your ways! Go up to the
mountains, bring wood and rebuild
the temple, that I may be pleased with
it and be glorified,” says the Lorp.
“You look for much, but behold, it
comes to little. . . . Why?” declares
the Lorp of hosts, “Because of My
house which lies desolate, while each
of you runs to his own house.”

2:4—"But now take courage, Zerubbabel,
... for [ am with you,” declares the
Lorp of hosts.

2:6—. .. “Once more in a little while, Tam
going to shake the heavens and the
earth . ..” (see Hebrews 12:26).

2:8—"The silver is Mine and the gold is
Mine,” declares the Lorp of hosts.

40

through Haggai. His message was based on the
answer that the priests—experts in and teachers
of the Law—had given to two giiestions.
127f a man carries holy meat ifi the fold of his
garment, and touches bread with this fold, or
cooked food, wirte, oll; of aity 6ther food, will it
become holy?”” Arid the priests afisweied, “No.”
13Then Haggal said, “If 6iie who is uficlean from
a corpse touches any of these, will the latter
become unelean?” And the priests answered,
It will become tificlean.”

The two questions are similar. The first was
basieally “Is holiness, or cleanness, contagious?”
If something that had become ceremonially clean
touched an object, would that object become
clean? The answer, given correctly by the priests,
was “No.” Holiness, or cleanness, could not be
transferred from one thing to another (2:12). The
second question was the converse: “Is unclean-
ness contagious?” If someorie who was unclean
touched an object, did the object become unclean?
The correct answes was “Yes.” Ritual cleanness
could not be transmitted by contact, but uriclean-
ness could (2:13). These facts both illustrate and
prove what the prophet said fiext.

“Then Haggal said, /8o 18 this pecple. And so
is this nation before Me,’ declares the Lorp, ‘and
80 is evety wotk of their hands; and what they
offer there is unclean.””  «-

<.

Only one of the answered questions was used
as the basis for Haggai’s next point.!s Essentially,
he was saying that, since the people were unclean,
whatever they offered and whatever they had
done was “unclean.” Exactly what sin had made
them unclean is not ¢lear. Roger N. Carstensen
offered these possibilities:

Apparently the problem is a delicate one:
instead of attacking it head on, [Haggal] fioves
by analogy, citing the established sacrificial
systems as the fationale of his claim. Perhaps
the Jews, who were making the unclean offer-
ings, are intended. It may have been that those
who never went to Babylon were in some sense
unacceptable to God and might €otfipiomise the
whole enterprise. Sitice the priests themselves
are cited as authorities (vs. 11), could it be that
Gentiles had at this time already infiltrated the

Perhaps the statement that “€leafiess” was not con-
tagious answered a question that was being asked: “Since
some good people among us are truly concerned about the
Lord’s work, won’t God consider the nation to be holy?”
The answer was “no” because “cleanness is not contagious”—
a few good people do not make a nation righteous.
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priesthood, as Tobiah the Ammonite, who was
probably only partly of Israelite descent, did
later (Neh. 13:4-5)? Thus the priests would be
cleverly impaled on their own rules. It is also
possible that the priests as well as the people
had already become involved with foreign
women.'®

Whatever their transgression, their conta-
gious uncleanness had nullified any good that
might otherwise have been found in their lives
or work.

154 Byt now, do consider from this day onward:
before one stone was placed on another in the
temple of the LORD, 16from that time when one
came to a grain heap of twenty measures, there
would be only ten; and when one came to the
wine vat to draw fifty measures, there would
be only twenty. 7l smote you and every work
of your hands with blasting wind, mildew and
hail; yet you did not come back to Me,” declares
the LorD.”

For the third time, Haggai asked the people
to consider what had happened. A clearer under-
standing of what God had done would encourage
them to complete the task before them (2:15).
What were they supposed to consider? They
needed to understand that God was refusing to
bless their efforts because the nation had been
wunclean” since before the time they began the
rebuilding of the temple (2:14). Their “grain”
harvest was only half of what they expected, and
the production of wiine” met only forty percent
of their expectations (2:16). Their unholiness
required God to punish them, so He “smote”
them and their nwork” with “blasting” (caused
by the “gcorching east wind, dry and hot, which
withered the crops””), #mildew” (“blight that
left the grain yellow and fruitless”®), and “hail”
(which destroyed their crops). These crop failures
were intended to awaken the Jews to their need
for repentance; but God’s chastisement did not
accomplish its desired purpose, for the people
#did not come back” to the Lord (2:17)!"

184/Do consider from this day onward, from the
twenty-fourth day of the ninth month; from the
day when the temple of the Lorp was founded,
consider: Is the seed still in the barn? Even

16Roger N. Carstensen, »The Book of Haggai,” in The
Interpreter’s One-Volume Commentary on the Bible, ed. Charles
M. Laymon (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1971), 502.

7Hailey, 105.

#¥]bid.

15Compare Amos 4.
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including the vine, the fig tree, the pomegran-
ate and the olive tree, it has not borne fruit. Yet

from this day on I will bless you.”

God again asked the people to consider the
fact that things had been so bad that “the seed”
for growing grain and fruit were not available
(2:18,19).2 The people had suffered crop failures
wgrom the day when the temple ... was founded,”
which may refer all the way back to the time,
sixteen years before, when the foundations of the
temple had been laid (2:18).2 However, the good
news was that, nomatter how “unclean” theJews
had been and how unfruitful their efforts had
been, God would bless them from that time on.
Their “uncleanness” was in the past; no longer
would it hold them back.?

OBSTACLE 4—THE PEOPLE’S
DOUBT: “WHAT ABOUT
THE NATIONS AND
OUR LEADER?” (2:20-23)
The fourth problem keeping the temple from
being rebuilt appears to have been a questioning
of Zerubbabel’s authority.

2Then the word of the LORD came a second
time to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day of the

2Hailey wrote, “Is the seed yet in the barn?’ . .. The
answer would be No; for the fields had produced so little
that what had been produced had been eaten, and what had
been kept for planting had now been planted” (Hailey, 313).
Alden commented, “There was, of course, no seed in the
barn. All was gone. The investment in seed sown was a poor
one” (Alden, 590). Another view is that the seed was notin
the barn because it “was in the soil . . ., but in the middle of
winter no-one would have dared forecast the quality of the
next year's harvest” (Joyce G. Baldwin, Haggai, Zechariah,
Malachi, Tyndale 0Old Testament Commentaries [Downers
Grove, 111.: Inter-Varsity Press, 1972, 52).

2 According to Alden, Haggai was saying, “From this
day onward, the cighteenth of December, start thinking
about how things have been for the past sixteen or eighteen
years.” Alden went on to say, “On this interpretation, the
foundation wasnot laid a mere three months earlier, but the
project was resumed after a delay of nearly two decades.
This resumption was the turning point; Haggai called
attention to the marked difference in the productivity of
the land and the general blessing of God on the people’s
efforts” (Alden, 590).

2The unspoken assumption is that, whatever sin had
made the nation “unclean,” the people had repented, or
would repent, of that sin; therefore, God would bless their
efforts with success. One way to understand this passage is
to say that the Jews had been sunclean” because the temple
lay in ruins while they went about their business; but by
beginning to rebuild it, they had shown their repentance,
so God would bless them from that time on.



month, saying, 2“Speak to Zerubbabel governor
ofJudah, saying, ‘Tam going toshake theheavens
and the earth. 2I will overthrow the thrones of
kingdoms and destroy the power of the king-
doms of the nations; and I will overthrow the
chariots and theirriders, and the horses and their
riders will go down, everyone by the sword of
another.””

Haggai's fourth and final oracle was given on
the same day as the third: “the twenty-fourth day
of the [ninth] month.” It was directed to “Zerub-
babel governor of Judah” (2:21) and had to do
with the nations around God’s people. The mes-
sage was that God would overthrow them! Those
nations had persecuted, conquered, enslaved,
and harassed God’s people. To encourage His
people, God said He would destroy those nations.
They had been against God’s people; now God
would be against them. He would “overthrow
[their] thrones,” “destroy [their] power” and
defeat their armies (2:22).2 God would accom-
plish the destruction of those nations by turning
them against one another; they would “go down,
everyone by the sword of another.” Knowing that
they had nothing to fear from the more powerful
nations surrounding them would surely have
encouraged the people to continue and finish
the rebuilding of the temple.”

2A]] the nations which had mistreated Israel eventu-
ally fell.

uHaggai 2:21 has been connected with 2:7, since both
speak of the “shaking” of the nations. These passages have
been variously interpreted. Some see a general reference

»70On that day,” declares the LorD of hosts, ‘I
will take you, Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel, My
servant, declares the Lorp, ‘and I will make
you like a signet ring, for I have chosen you,”
declares the Lorp of hosts.

Haggai’s final word was spoken to Zerub-
babel, though it was a message intended for
and needed by all the Jews. “On that day”—the
day of God’s shaking the nations—God would
make Zerubbabel, here called God’s “servant,”
to be “like a signet ring” to the Lord. God was
emphasizing that He had “chosen” Zerubbabel
for his position of leadership. A signet ring was
aring “engraved with the owner’s name or some
design” and was used to show “ownership or
authorship.”? Tt was a sign of authority. God used
the expression to indicate that Zerubbabel was
the Jews’ leader because God had chosen Him,
and so he was acting with God’s authority.

“On that day” two things were to happen:
The nations were to be shaken, and Zerubbabel
was to receive authority from the Lord. Therefore,
“that day” must refer to a time closely connected

to the overthrow of all human kingdoms; others interpret
the passages to speak of the fall of empires prior to the
coming of the Messiah (and see in 2:23 a reference to the
Messiah). Still others apply the passage to the destruction
of all the nations in the final days described in the Book
of Revelation. Whatever might be the ultimate fulfillment
of the prediction of 2:21, 22, thé immediate effect of the
prophecy would have been, as suggested above, to assure
the Jews that their enemies would be destroyed, and so to
encourage them in their work.
“Hailey, 314.

100 Years Between Zephaniah and Haggai

660IB.C. 530 lB.C. 400 P.C.
586! 539 520-516 457-444 435 B.C.
E B T B R
Jeremiah - - - - - - - - - - - X B i I E
i T M T 1
i ¥ P v
[ B L B B
Nahum Habakkuk N E N N
#1 #3  #3
Zephaniah Haggai
Daniel Zechariah Malachi
Ezekiel

1In 586 B.C., many people of Judah were deported to Babylon after the fall of Jerusalem. Two other deportations had
occurred with the domination of Babylon over Judah (in 605 and 597 B.C.)



to the rebuilding of the temple, since Zerubbabel
received the Lord’s authority (became “like a
signet ring”) in the ninth month of 520 B.C.2¢

This passage certainly has messianic impli-
cations. Zerubbabel was a descendant of David
and an ancestor of Jesus Christ. By assuring
Zerubbabel that he was chosen by God Himself
to lead the Jews, God invited the Jews to recall
the promise of an everlasting kingdom made to
David. The renewal of the Davidic promise would
have stirred the Jews' messianic expectations,
and that messianic hope would have encour-
aged them to complete the task of rebuilding the
temple. Theirhope was finally realized whenJesus
Christ, a descendant of David and Zerubbabel,
was born in Bethlehem, the city of David. With
His coming, God’s promise to send a Messiah
was fulfilled.”

APPLICATION
HAGGAT 2

“THE GOOD OLD DAYS”
" (2:3)

When the older.people in Judah—people
who had seen Solomon’s temple before it was
destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 B.C.—wit-
nessed the beginning of the reconstruction of the
second temple, they said that it was “nothing in
comparison” (2:3; see Ezra3:12). The people were
discouraged, and Haggai shared with them a
needed message of encouragement (2:4-9).

Those who viewed the new temple as “noth-
ing” compared with the old one were much like
aging people today who spend their time remi-
niscing and seem to have a negative view of

2An alternate view is that since the “shaking” of the
nations lay in the distant future, “on that day” could not
refer to a literal appointment of Zerubbabel as God’s signet;
the passage refers to a time in the future when Zerubbabel
would become “like a signet ring.” Therefore, Zerubbabel’s
name is used in a figurative sense to apply to the Messiah,
making him a type of the Messiah.

»Commentators point out that in Zerubbabel the curse
placed upon Jehoiachin (Coniah) by Jeremiah wasreversed.
Jeremiah said, “’AsIlive,’ declares the Lorp, ‘even though
Coniah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah were a signet
ring on My right hand, yet I would pull you off’” (Jeremiah
22:24). It would be incorrect to say that Haggai {or Zecha-
riah) anointed Zerubbabel king, whether openly or se-
cretly, or to assume that the prophet(s) thought that Zerub-
babel was the Messiah, although it may be appropriate to
say, as commentators do, that the passage intends to present
Zerubbabel as a type of the Christ.
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anything new. In their thinking, nothing is as
good as the way they remember it from “the good
old days.”

Thinking back to happier times may be un-
avoidable, and usually it is harmless. However,
it can discourage others. If some in a congrega-
tion are always saying how good things were in
“the good old days,” others may view their own
efforts as useless and give up trying to accom-
plish anything in the present. We must all make
sure that dwelling on the glories of the past does
not prevent us, or others, from doing the work
of God in the present.

GOOD STEWARDSHIP
(2:8)

God’s message to the Jews in Haggai’s day
is still true: ““The silver is Mine and the gold is
Mine,’ declares the Lorp” (2:8). God owns every-
thing! When He asks us to give (as He does, for
instance, in 1 Corinthians 16:1, 2), He is simply
asking us to return to Him what is rightfully
His. The word “stewardship” is useful: We do
not really own what we possess; rather, we are
God'’s stewards, caring for and using His posses-
sions in accordance with His will for His glory.
Good stewardship will be rewarded, and poor
stewardship will be punished.

We must remember that “we have brought
nothing into the world” and “cannot take any-
thing out of it either” (1 Timothy 6:7). In reality,
all that we have belongs to God.

(HAGGAI continued from page 32)
“a sure sign that God had abandoned his people
because of their covenant faithlessness.” The
rebuilding of the temple represented the re-
establishment or continuation of the covenant, an
assurance that God was still with His people.
In addition, the temple represented God, both
to the Jews and to the Gentiles. As long as the
temple lay in ruins, God’s name was dishonored.
Consequently, it was essential for the temple tobe
rebuilt. Haggai’s message was, therefore, neither
unspiritual nor insignificant. God Himself was
behind Haggai’s mission; He required the temple
to be rebuilt that He might “be pleased with it
and be glorified” (1:8).

“Ibid., 97.



suneis—rae Minor Proskd S EMEcSERM@N: 10r prognets—1ue siner Bropuess

How to Put First Things First
(Haggal)

The Jews had been inbondage in Babylon for
aboutseventy years. When they returned, inabout
538 B.C., Zerubbabel the governor and Joshua
the high priest led them in laying a foundation
for the temple (Ezra 3:8-10). However, some of
the people living in the land objected to their ef-
forts. Because of that opposition, supported by a
decree from King Artaxerxes, workon thetemple
stopped for sixteen years (see Ezra 4:23, 24).

God then raised up the two prophets Haggai
and Zechariah to encourage the Jews to complete
the job of rebuilding. The prophets approached
this task with boldness and vigor.

GET PRIORITIES IN ORDER

The Jews were saying that the time was not
right to rebuild the temple. However, they had
built their own homes. Haggai’s message was
that they were to put first things first (1:2-4, 9).
That was a lesson the Jews badly needed to learn.
It is also a lesson we need to take to heart. Jesus
said to seek God’s kingdom first (Matthew 6:33).

All that Haggai said was intended to encour-
age the Jews of his day to focus on God’s will
for their lives. What he wrote can help us in the
same way. How could the Jews—and how can
we—begin to put first things first?

In1:1-15, Haggai addressed the problem that
the temple had not been rebuilt. The temple still
lay in ruins. The building had been started but
not finished. Does that sound familiar? Many
of us are better starters than finishers. Like so
many of us, the Jews had begun a task but had
not completed it.

What was the present status of the problem?
In 1:2 the people were saying, “The time has not
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come, even the time for the house of the Lorp
to be rebuilt.” Why did they say that? Perhaps
because they were living in bad times. A drought
had come, and the crops had failed, and their
earnings were not meeting their needs (1:6).
Nothing was working out quite the way they
had planned it.

If they had quit building because of hard
times, they misunderstood the situation. The
times were bad because they had not rebuilt! Why did
they “look for much,” but only receive “little”?
The Lord declared, “Because of My house which
lies desolate, while each of you runs to his own
house” (1:9). God had sent the drought because
of their failure to glorify Him'by rebuilding the
temple (1:8). They had neglected to put God first,
and God was displeased with them.

Many of us are like the Jews in this respect.
We put off what we really need to do; we con-
stantly procrastinate. Then we invent excuses. If
someone asks, “Why don’t you take care of this
matter that really needs your attention?” we are
likely to reply, “I have too many other concerns
to get it done now.”

The Jews’ excuses were not valid. They were
saying it was not time to rebuild the temple, yet
it was time for them to rebuild their houses—
substantial houses. How many of us are that way
with regard to the Lord and His work? We have
time for everything else, butno time for the Lord;
we put other concerns before our responsibility
to Him. We have no time to spend in prayer or
Bible study, but plenty of time for friends and
recreation. We are too tired to go to worship
services, but not too tired to participate in other
activities on Sundays. We have no money to give




to the Lord, but we manage to pay for houses,
food, clothing, and transportation.

What was the solution to the Jews’ problem?

They had to realize that their priorities were
wrong and useless. What good did their efforts do
them? Putting other matters first had the same
result as putting their money “into a purse with
holes” (1:6). It may be the same with us: When
we putother concerns before God, our efforts are
wasted. The greedy individual willnever acquire
enough money, and the lascivious man’s lust will
never be satisfied. Riches and fame often bring
heartache instead of happiness. Even if a person
achieves a worldly goal, that success willbe fleet-
ing, for “moth and rust destroy” (Matthew 6:19).

They must focus on the first priority and get busy
building God’s house. Haggai putitthis way: “Thus
says the Lorp of hosts, ‘Consider your ways! Go
up to the mountains, bring wood and rebuild
the temple, that I may be pleased with it and be
glorified,” says the Lorp” (1:7, 8). God was, in es-
sence, telling the Jews of Haggai's day, “For too
long you have neglected my work while looking
after your own interests. Quit procrastinating,
and get busy building My house!”

We also need to set aside our excuses, cease
our procrastination, and get busy doing the
Lord’s will. From both a personal and a congre-
gational standpoint, we should ask, “Is it not
time to repent of sins, to become more faithful,
to give more, or to make greater effort to build
up the Lord’s church?” It is certainly time for
anyone who is not a child of God to become a
Christian. It is time to lead others to Christ.
Whatever we need to do to help the church grow,
let us get busy doing it!

They could look forward to being blessed when
finishing the work on the temple. Even though this
text does not contain specific promises for the
Jews when they completed the work, they should
have known that blessings would follow if they
did God’s will and glorified Him. In a similar
way, if we put first things first, God will surely
bless us! Jesus said, “Seek first His kingdom and
His righteousness, and all these things will be
added to you” (Matthew 6:33). Paul wrote, “Be
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not
in vain in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 15:58). If we
will give priority to God’s business, then God
will take care of us!
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The good news of this passage is that the
Jews responded positively to Haggai’s message.
“On the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month”
(1:15), just twenty-three days after Haggai began
prophesying, the Jews “obeyed the voice of the
Lorp their God and the words of Haggai the
prophet, as the LOrD their God had sent him.
And the people showed reverence for the Lorp”
(1:12). “They came and worked on the house of
the Lorp of hosts” (1:14). When we hear the mes-
sage that we need to get our priorities straight
and put God’s kingdom first, may we respond
to God’s call as Judah did!

Apparently, the Jews needed further encour-
agement to continue their building project. The
prophet later spoke again of putting God’shouse
first and completing the temple.

RECOGNIZE THE PERPETUAL
PRESENCE OF THE LORD

Although the people had begun rebuilding,
Haggai’s job was not done (2:1-9). Perhaps their
zeal showed signs of flagging. Their enthusiasm
may have waned. They were discouraged be-
cause some remembered the former temple—
Solomon’s beautiful temple that the Babylonians
had destroyed—and it seemed to them that the
temple they were now to be building was “noth-
ing in comparison” (2:3).

Sometimes we start a project enthusiastically,
but the toil of working day after day wears onus.
We begin to slow down or even doubt the value
of our efforts. What seemed important and en-
joyable becomes insignificant and boring. What
do we need then?

Haggai had a message to solve the Jews’
problem: Both the leaders and the people could
“take courage” because the Lord said, “Iam with
you” (2:4). The perpetual presence of the Lord
would make up for any possible shortcomings
in the people or in the house they were building.
Since the Lord was with them, the Jews could
have assurance in their efforts. (1) God’s prom-
ises, made when the Israelites came out of Egypt,
would be carried out, for His “Spirit” was dwell-
ing in their midst. Therefore, they had nothing
to “fear” (2:5). (2) They did not have to worry
that they would not have enough money to re-
build the temple because God assured them that
He would provide by causing “the nations” (the
Gentiles) to give them the money they needed to
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@ Haggai 1 & 2 > i
- 77/%@4/ ¢4 Aol 2

#, 1. Haggai a. The Lord's messenger

4;_‘ 2. Haggai b.  The governor

a3, Haggai ¢. Theking

_g 4, Joshua d. Forlam with you

/l/ 5. Zerubbabel e. "Will make thee as a signet"

/< 6. Darius f.  The joyous one-festive

;_L_ 7. God g. Answered, No!

L 8 Zerubbabel h.  Mine house that is waste

_,% 9. Priests i.  The high priest

, Lm. Lord of hosts j. The prophet

Haggai just received three messages.

2 Haggai and Zechariah began to spedk at the same time.

- od asked them to "consider" a¥least four times.

4 i began to speak in e 8th month of the 2nd year of Darius

. uch concerned about the Lord's house.

_____ 6.

T Haggai is the gnly prophet that is called "the Lord's messenger."

8 came on the last day of the feast of tabernacles.
S The "d¢Ssire of all nations" defiitely refers to Christ.

___10. Ong/who touched a dead body wassgnsidered unclean.

/t“



@

True or False — Haggai 1 and 2

j_ Zb.], God asked them to “consider” at least four times. /Y 9] ;Iﬂ " /5 /%
‘ﬁm The people were very much concerned about the house of the Lord. / ) 2
__123? The temple must be built is the one main idea of Haggai. /) A
_ﬁ&ﬁq God said, “The time is not come.” /A

ijﬁ’ Haggai is the only prophet called the “Lord’s messenger.” [,/ 5/’ 4/ 7747 A7
_fi 26./ The “desire of all nations” definitely refers to Christ. 2 ; 7~

7 2@7 One who touched a dead body was considered unclean. *~ 13

12'8 8 Zerubbabel is pictured as a signet in God’s hand. A 27

_//_297 The glory of the latter house probably refers to the church. * A2
ilﬁ-// * Everything Israel touched was unclean because they were unclean. 4~ 2
13*1 /! The people were told to ask the priest about the law. A //

1}‘27- 7—There was no seed left in the barn.?wuf 9

I}é”/g God told them to “fear not.” 2 7

LZ‘(/ l’LZerubbabel was the father of Shealtiel. / ;/f

LT Hheggel s Sechai S Ao gap F zpec S Pl

Dt 2p o Cerrets ”/%7,/://' 204,70 | | |
_ 7 )l T Herp et pre 7 ,,Z / f;; aof 72e W
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@,Q. Explain the following phrases and words:

?. “The time is not come”

B “Consider your ways”

5. “Ceiled houses”

4.’ “A bag full of holes”

4
j. “Be strong”

ﬁ. “Fear ye not”

’?’. “1 will shake the heavens and the earth”

@»& In class, I told you that Haggai appealed to them in three ways. Name them.

a. b.

C.

@ﬁi How many times is the claim made that God speaketh (in various forms)?

Z



A

Q?BID” How did God stir up the spirit of Zerubbabel, Joshua, and the people?

@.E What is the one main idea emphasized in Haggai?

M Explain this verse: “According to the word that I covenanted with you when he
came out of Egypt, so my spirit remaineth among you: fear ye not.”

1# What was the main reason that everything Israel touched was unclean?

%. Even though God smote them with mildew, hail and other calamities, what had
they not done?

”P [@. Fill in these words (1) “ up to the mountain;” (2)

174

wood;” (3) “ the house.”

77:/ ézw @Zzgﬁ_@%;%), WLW"VQ’



20.

21.

22.

/}1 @*’m—ejj

f
Fill in these words (1) * /%/' up to the mountain;” (2) * ﬂﬂzm

o J
wood;" (3) “ the house.”

Write Haggdi 1:1: “In the second

7 \

BONUS QUESTION - You can ansv&r this or not answer it. If you correctly answer it you will
get five points added to your grade (all answers must be correct).

a.

The dates of the invasions (Assyrian and Babylonian).

Ay & o Lot

o 257 W 25 4

The king that led Judah captive WJ;M
The king that gave decree for return @U/u/

The yeari‘ of his reign when he gave the decree ? »V;af W

Two most prominent men in the return

(1) WWJJ 2) <ii2m£¢4_ £

&

Approximate number that returned jf, D80 ?w Al é'¢ ~45
w9 §97

g



EAST TENNESSEE SCHOOL OF PREACHING
Second Test — Haggai 1 and 2

Instructor: James Meadows Date: May 14, 2012

Match the Following

1. Haggai a. The Lord’'s messenger
2. Haggai b. The governor

3. Haggai c. The king

4. Joshua d.  Forlam with you

_ 5. Zerubbabel e. “Will make thee as a signet”
6. Darius f. The joyous one-festive
7. God g. Answered, No!

8. Zerubbabel h.  Mine house that is waste
9. Priests i. The high priest

___10. Lord of hosts . The prophet

True or False — Haggai 1 and 2

1. God asked them to “consider” at least four times.

2. The people were very much concerned about the house of the Lord.
3. The temple must be built is the one main idea of Haggai.

4. God said, “The time is not come.”

5. Haggai is the only prophet called the “Lord’s messenger.”

6. The “desire of all nations” definitely refers to Christ.

7.  One who touched a dead body was considered unclean.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Zerubbabel is pictured as a signet in God’s hand.

The glory of the latter house probably refers to the church.
Everything Israel touched was unclean because they were unclean.
The people were told to ask the priest about the law.

There was no seed left in the barn.

God told them to “fear not.”

Zerubbabel was the father of Shealtiel.

Haggai and Zechariah began to speak at the same time.

The people were told to ask the priest about the law.

A.  Explain the following phrases and words:

1.

“The time is not come”

“Consider your ways”

“Ceiled houses”

“A bag full of holes”




5. “Be Strong”

6. “Fearye not”

7. ‘I will shake the heavens and the earth”

In class, | told you that Haggai appealed to them in three ways. Name them.

a. b.

C. d.

How many times is the claim made that God speaketh (in various forms)?

How did God stir up the spirit of Zerubbabel, Joshua, and the people?

What is the one main idea emphasized in Haggai?

Explain this verse: “According to the word that | covenanted with you when he
came out of Egypt, so my spirit remaineth among you” fear ye not.”




What was the main reason that everything Israel touched was unclean?

Even though God smote them with mildew, hail and other calamities, what had
they not done?

Fill these words (1) * up to the mountain;” (2)

¢ wood;” (3) the house.”

BONUS QUESTION - You can answer this or not answer it. If you correctly answer it
you will get five points added to your grade (all answers must be correct).

a.

The dates of the invasions (Assyrian and Babylonian).

(1) )

(2) (4)

The king that led Judah captive

The king that gave decree for return

The year of his reign when he gave the decree

The two most prominent men in the return

(1) (2

Approximate number that returned
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Zechariah

Introduction TAMES EALOWS

1.

Zechariah began to prophesy two months after Haggai began (Zech. 1:1; cf. Hag.
1:1) and continued his work for two years.

a. In November, 520 B.C., he issued a call to-Israel to repent (1:1-6).
b. In February, 519 B.C., he encountered certain night visions (1:7-6:8).

¢. In December, 518 B.C., he offered responses to certain questions about fastings
(Chapters 7-8).

2. His name means He whom Jehovah Remembers. It was a popular name since about
2.9 15-30 men wore-that name-in-the-Old Testament.

3.

4.

10.

He was one of the priests that retu Palestine under Zerubbabel (Neh.
12:16). ~ _/,mm |

His work preceded Malachi’s work by about 80 years (His-520 B.C., Malachi-440_
B.C.). , ,

Haggai had stirred the people to resume rebuilding the temple, but their zeal had
slackened. Zechariah urged them to complete the great work.

Zechariah was evidently younger than Haggai and his work continued a year or two
beyond the older prophet.

Haggai rebuked and admonished; Zechariah encouraged and looked to brighter days.

Zlechariah contains many visions and a great deal of apocalyptic (imminent disaster,

pertaining to last things symbolism) "the language of a persecuted and troubled
people.”

. ltis the longest and most difficult of the Minor Prophets—in_fact the most difficult

of the Old Testament.books. to.interpret—Hames Haley wrote:. "When.this_is

recognized, one should approach-an-interpretation-of-it-with-prayer-and-humility,
acknowledging_his own_limitations-and-knowing-that-he-cannot.-afford.to
dogmatic” wale" g oy g fl e

Zechariah differs from the other prophets in three points:' |

(Gf e 5%
n" . o . o : . . A . / . p 1. j?> .
2 "He gives emphasis to visions as a means.of divine communication. It is true ‘

that visions appear in the book of Amos, but not in proportion to those in
Zechariah.



Introduction

1.

2.

Zechariah
TAMES IEADOWS

Zechariah began to prophesy two months after Haggai began (Zech. 1:1; cf. Hag.
1:1) and continued his work for two years.

a. In November, 520 B.C., he issued a call to Israel to repent (1:1-6).
b. In February, 519 B.C., he encountered certain night visions (1:7-6:8).

c. In December, 518 B.C., he offered responses to certain questions about fastings
(Chapters 7-8).

His name means He whom Jehovah Remembers. It was a popular name since about

29 17-30 men wore. that.name in the Old Testament.

3.

10.

_dogmatlc" (Haley, p. 318) . Zf:q pry

He was one of the priests that returned to Palestine under Zerubbabel (Neh.
12:16).

His work preceded Malachi’s work by about 80 years (His-520 B.C., Malachi-440.

B.C.).

Haggai had stirred the people to resume rebuilding the temple, but their zeal had
slackened. Zechariah urged them to complete the great work.

Zechariah was evidently younger than Haggai and his work continued a year or two
beyond the older prophet.

Haggai rebuked and admonished; Zechariah encouraged and looked to brighter days.

Zechariah contains many visions and a great deal of apocalyptic (imminent disaster,
pertaining to last things symbolism) "the language of a persecuted and troubled
people.”

Jt is the longest and.most difficult of the. Minor Prophets—in fact the most. difficult
of the Old Testament.books. to.interpret.. "Hame# Haley wrote:. "When this.is
recogmzed,mone should.approach an interpretation of it-with prayer and humility,

acknowledging his own limitations-and knowmg that.he cannot affor: /g,to be E éf ) 7
(ﬂ%/ bt

a. e gives emphasis to visions as a_means of divine communication, It is true p "L 17
that visions appear in “the book of Amos, but not in proportion to those in
Zechariah.

Zecharlah dlffers from the other prophets in three points:



11.

12.

13.

14.
15.

16.

2he, My T J O it i 4
/,/ﬁ:;;%/ WZ’;W ‘lnd /042///"2;“‘?%47 ﬁw

Zhe, <«
b. Angelic mediation occupies an important place in his m e. Angels are
consplcuous in the first six chapters of the book V28 N 1/ I 374y 1 9 'R 3’« Fy3.0

DELY LT S S it [F

C. Agocalxpmg symbolism en;gung,mtomthemvmons is_another outstanding
g@éﬁﬂmlcme,DEODbgL; writings". (Haley, p. 319).

He was identified as a priest by Nehemiah (Neh. 12:4)—able to hold two

offices—priest and prophet. He wanted the temple built immediately. Cf. Ezra 5:1
& 6:14.

a. Zechariah was the son of Berechiah (Zech. 1:1). "Jehovah Blesses."

There are approximately 71 quotations in the New Testament from the prophet.
a. 31 are located in Revelation.

b. 27 in the gospels, especially during our Lord’s last week.

c. Next to Isaiah h j/s MSt Messwnlc of Old Testamen Zrophets : oy

JM

There are at least ﬁ&alluaonwtwhgrg Zechanah att;ubut,ed his message to
God—an average of six per chapter.

First eight chapters written 520-518 B.C.
Resemblances to other Bible books:

a. 1:18-Dan. 7:7. 9 A.. }ZWJ
b 2:1- Amos 7:7. [leemblones |
o, 710 - Erod. 22:21-22, (alf To- Aeghlemanias

d. Surrounding Nations -- Amos 1 & 2.
e. 1:17; 2:10 - Micah 7:17. Ybrey 27 Q?%‘ML%Z

f.  Spirit-filled witnesses (Zech. 4) - Rev. 11.

Entire prophesy concerns principally the day of the Christian Dispensation.

a. This is made certain by the appearance of such expressions as "the day of
Jehovah," "in that day,” "in those days."

b. Such expressions appear 24 times.
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&l 3y X ?,‘@'//,:/,/ 3
(1) Seven in chapter 12. (5,4, by 8 (itiney 7/t

(2) Three in chapter 13. (1,2,4)

(3) Ten in chapter 14. (9 ;4/6/7/3/ 9,13, 20,/

Discussion
/- L Zechari d into four sections. ,

N
A. Lirst, there is a call to repentance (1:1-6). Remember God’s sore displeasure.

B. Second,.there-is-a-series-of -night.visions_about the future of God’s people and

hufvibAear

his kingdom:, .

Nt sd A O

1. Riders among the myrtles (1:7-17). Vision of Comfort—Israel
downtrodden, under watchfulness and prayer.

2. The four horns and four smiths (1:18-21). Vision of Conquest—Israel
delivered, overthrowing her enemies.

3. The man with a measuring line (2:1-13). .Vision of Conditions—Israel
(Jerusalem) experiencing glorious prosperity.

4. Joshua’s trial (3:1-10). Vision of Cleansing—The priest--Israel polluted,
cleansed, and restored to priestly service.

5. A golden lampstand and two olive trees (4:1-14). Vision of
Communication—Israel as God’s lightbearer to the world.

6. The flying scroll (5:1-4)._Vision of Condemnation—Israel as a moral
force in the world through the Word of God.

7. The woman in the ephah (5:5-11). Vision of Control—Israel and the
application of the Word of God.

8. The four chariots (6:1-8). Vision of Command—Israel’s agency at work.

9. The crowning of Joshua (6:9-15). .Vision of Consummation—Israel’s
symbolic crowning.

C. Third, a question about fasting is raised (7:1-8:23).

1. Chapter 7

a. 7:1-3 - The inquiry concerning observances



4

b. 7:4-7 - The explanation pointing out omissions.
¢. 7:8-14 - The Exhortation to obedience.
2. Chapter 8
a. 8:1-3 - The presence of the Lord.
b. 8:4-15 - The perpetuity of the Jews.
C. 8:16-17 - The precepts of the people.
d. 8:18-19 - The manner of acceptable worship.
e. 8:20-22 - The multitudes out of the nations.
f. 8:23 - The magnification of the Jews.

D. Fourth, the people of God are reassured.about the future.

1. The heathen nations will fall (9:1-7).
2. The Messiah will appear (9:8-11:17).
3. Salvation established in spiritual Israel, the church (12:1-14:21).

E. Clayton Winters gives a great summary of Zechariah in his book Ezra,
Nehemiah and Esther:

Zechariah’s first prophecy came just two months after
Haggai began to encourage the people to action on the
temple—the _eighth month of the second year of Darius
(Zechariah 1:1)—in which he encouraged the righteous-
ness of the Holy People by reminding them that disobedi-
ence had brought them into captivity in the first place
(1:2-6). His second vision came in the same year, on the
twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month (1:7). This
prophecy was more extensive, consisting of God’s promise
to restore and bless Jerusalem, and to take vengeance on
those who had scattered the captives (1:18-21); it served
as an incentive for the dispersed people to flee Babylonia
(2:1-12). Joshua the priest was then seen in the presence
of God’s angel with Satan standing by to accuse him. His
filthy clothing (sin) was taken away, and replaced by new
robes of righteousness (3:1-10). So despite the opposi-
tion of Satan, he stood as a golden lampstand before the
people. He had laid the foundation of the temple, and
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would see the work through (4:1-14). A flying scroll was
seen that represented the curse to be brought on anyone
who violated God’s pure covenant (reminiscent of the
curses spoken from Mount Ebal, Deuteronomy 27:9-26).
It would enter the house of the ungodly and destroy it
down to its foundations (5:1-4). lsrael’
carried to Babylonia in_a.measuring-basket,.and.Joshua
would.stand crowned, not only.as.the high_priest.of God,
but also as a symbol of the great High Priest and King to
come, Jesus Christ (5:5-11; 6:9-15). Eor nearly two
years the prophet’s voice was silent, but in_the ninth
‘month of the fourth year.of Danusrﬁl 7.B.C..(7:1),-he
engwgd his challenge. Again he called to mlnd the
disobedient and rebellious spirit of their fathers—hearts
hardened as flint against the prophetic message (7:4-13).
But once more he promised prosperity and safety to the
righteous inhabitants of Jerusalem (8:1-23). Above and
beyond temporal blessings enjoyed in Jerusalem would be
the arrival of the King of kings and Lord of lords, the real
Branch. He would be pierced (12:10-14), and His flock
scattered (13:7-9), but He would nonetheless open a
foundation for sin in Jerusalem (13:1), and every bell and
would be inscribed HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD
:20,21). The prophet thus offered the greatest
incentive of all to the little band of persecuted and
discouraged Israelites: they would succeed in rebuilding
Jerusalem and the temple. But their real mission was of
far greater import and significance: through them the
Messiah would be given to biess the whole.world (Genesis
12:1-3; Galatians 3:15-29; Romans 9:1-5) (p. 24).

II. Chapter 1

A. first, there is the call to repentance (1:1-6). ;g‘k, wlas /)ﬁ p ( ,w,@

1.
2.

eads 10/ Vagirs
Learn the lessons of past history. ’iﬁ ”W% cm: Dy @ o «Q

They had refused to heed and God had "scattered them with a whirlwind
(7:12).

" As surely as the warnings through the earlier prophets had come to pass,
so they should be certain that God expected them to heed what was said
to their own generation" (David Pharr, Spiritual Sword).

One of the greatest teachers we can have is the experience of history, but
the teacher has dull students. "Each generation must learn for itself."
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5. The call to repentance was needed because of their lost zeal. The church
still faces this problem today. What is the cure? (Rev. 2:1-5; 3:14-20).

6. The fathers and the prophets were gone, but God’s word lives on (Matt.
24:35; John 12:48; Rev. 20:11-12).

7. "Pay Day—Some Dayl"

Vision Number 1

B. Second, there are the riders among the myrtles (1:7-17). Vision.of Comfort.

Israel, downtrodden, under watchfulness and prayer.

1. There is a rider on a red horse followed by red, sorrel (g’gﬁled) and
white horses (1:7-8).

S 2. These patrollers of the earth report that the earth is at rest, which seems
= bad news. "The shaking of the nations" (Hag. 2:6-7), which could
restore Jerusalem to glory, is not visible (1:9-11).

3. ”The angel assures the prophet that after 70 years (Cf. Jer. 25:1 1-12;
29:10) the Lord’s pity is stirred and Jerusalem will be rebuilt, while the
heather will be chastised (1:12-17)." }iﬂﬁ ﬁ«fw—?/f' 75)

Vision Number 2

C. Third, the four horns and the four smiths (carpenters) (1:18-21). Vision of
.Conquest. Israel delivered, overthrowing her enemies.

1. Horns are a symbol of power (Micah 4:13).

a. Daniel used "horns" to represent fullness of power (Dan. 7:7-8) and
of kings exerting power (Dan. 7:24).

b. Four is a complete world number:
(1) Four corners of the earth (Isa. 11:12).
(2) Four winds (Jer. 49:36: Dan. 11:4).
(3) Four sore judgments (Ezek. 14:21).
(4) Four beasts, which are four kings or kingdoms (Dan. 7:3).
2. They represent the powers that scattered Judah.

3. The smiths on the other hand are symbols of destruction of those powers.



W o+ Hhis s> ’
4. God clearly reveals that there is.no.longer-any-opposition, to.the.building
of the Lord’ se.. "...teaching that Israel’s foes have finally through
war WaR destroyed themselves, and that there is no longer any opposition to
the building of God’s house" (The 12 Minor Prophets, George L.

Robinson, p. 150).

I1l. Chapter 2

Vision Number 3

D. Fourth, the man with the measuring line (2:1-13). Vision of Conditions.
Israel (Jerusalem) experiencing glorious prosperity.

1. The Mormons say this young man was Joseph Smith and the angel was
Maroni who revealed to him the golden plates.

2. The young man is restrained because Jerusalem is to be a city without
walls (v. 4-5).

3. The Lord who is "a wall of fire about her (v. 5) and who will be glory in
her midst (v. 5) is to be her protection.

VY R
4. ”The exiles still in Babylon are called upon to flee (v. 6) to Zion. (ﬁ;",;)j

5. "This makes it clear that the vision is to assure the people that the
Jerusalem of Jehovah’s concern is not physical, but spiritual. It is not of
the present, but of the future from their point of vision" (Haley, p. 330).

6. Spiritual Jerusalem is probably in view here. Think of Paul’s glorious
description of the church in Ephesians.

7. God’s people called upon to rejoice due to God dwelling among them
(vw. 10-13).

a. Not restricted to present Jerusalem.

b. Many nations come (cf. Mt. 28:19-20).

"The "holy land’ is not Palestine, but God’s people. Wherever God
@ //J // < jwd? .and his people are there is the holy land..." (Robert Taylor
n 4) ,U’«*’ P Power Lectures, Minor Prophets, "Commentary on the Book of

f ,;/u /. Ay g Zechariah,” p. 286).
Wkt ﬂ‘ )/w)

o £ jb
A }4/ 8. Human flesh is called upon to be silent before God (v. 13; cf. Hab.
2:20).
?\

a. Itis a call for reverence in his presence.
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b. "The heathen nations would be judged, Jehovah would build and
inhabit the new Zion, and He would fulfill His promises concerning
Jerusalem. This is Jehovah’s answer to the Jews who could not see
beyond the immediate physical temple and city and to those
indifferent to His purposes” (Haley, p. 332).

IV. Chapter 3

Vision Number 4

E. Fifth, Joshua’s trial (3:1-10). Vision of Cleansing. Taking place on earth
p ngi priest--Israel p u{ed cleansed and jestored to splrltual service.
]os ua represen ts the whole prlesthooﬁ&?‘lﬁaﬁ "fle entu‘je nation. /74)
2. Satan is standing by to prevent Jehovah from accepting Joshua, and thus
accepting the whole nation because of sin (v. 3).

3. Satan.felt.confident in his accusation because the whole priesthood.had
been guilty:

a.  Of making no distinction between the clean and unclean (Ezek.

[-wh-my

22:26).

b. To a degree they had been responsible for the ignorance of the nation
(Hos. 4:6).

€. They had fed on the sins of the people (Hos. 4:8).

d. They had taught for hire (Mic. 3:11).

4. Joshua stood for "a brand plucked out of the fire"—the fire of trials
through which the nation had gone (v. 2). The angel is pictured as the
defender of God’s people, so in the N.T. Christ is our Advocate (1 John
2:1).

5. God forgave him and removed his "filthy garments" (v. 4).

a. They represent the sins by which the nation had become polluted.
b. Consider the condition in other years (Isa. 64:6).
6. Once more the priesthood stood before God as cleansed (vv. 6-7).

a. The angel gives Joshua a solemn charge.

(1) He is to be righteous in his personal deportment.
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(2) He is to be faithful in his discharge of priestly duties.

b. . The promised reward is three-fold: 3:7

(1) He will be the ruler and director over Gog’s hoyse (the temple ‘
now ynder constyuction_)." Zle VI N/ i/u‘?ﬁ ’éé“w
awﬁ WW ( .n,,&z..a)[%ue,, P F 3¢

(2).He will keep the Lord’s temple free from all idols, pollutions, etc.

(3) He will have access to Jehovah on behalf of himself and the

people. gy horms Bhe W W’Mﬁ? ?2

7. This is the first introduction of the "Branch" by Zechariah (vv. 8-10).

a. 7&0_th,LS_aiah,(A:2;\]J_;L-10) and Jeremiah had introduced him (Jer.

23:5; 33:15).

b. Zec riah tions th inin 6:12-13..

(1) He would be a descendant of David and a servant of Jehovah.

(2) In him the priesthood and kingship through Zerubbabel would be
combined (Hag. 2:23).

c. The “stone’ is the "kingdom of Jehovah" (Haley, p..336); "the stone

AT refers to the Messiah and his kingdom in which there would be
U‘f’f}’ i Shiritual completeness” (Taylor, Power Lectures, p. 287).

d. The "seven eyes” focused on. it picture God’s.complete and_full
Wwatchful care over his people. "He would bring forth a kingdom
(Dan. 2:44), which would endure forever (Dan. 7:14) in spite of all
opposition of all heathen powers (Dan. 7)" (Haley, p. 337).

e. I will remove the iniquity-of that land in.one day" portrays what
would be accomplished on THE day of atonement—the day of
Calvary and the assumption of his priestly functions.

f. In that day, when sin is removed, and the Messianic rule begins "shall
ye call every man his neighbor under the vine and under the fig tree"/?M;;) .
(v. 10). This was a symbol of peace enjoyed in the midst of safety prE37 )
and security (1 Kgs. 4:24-25; Isa. 36:13; cf. Micah 4:4).

g. God gives all this assurance to his discouraged and faltering people.
h. "Then the fact is emphasized that the priests are types of the Messiah,

and by a symbolical action it is declared that God has a purpose
which he will accomplish; the one typified will be raised up" (Davis
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Dictionary of the Bible, p. 831).

V. Chapter 4

fob"*

Vision Number 5

Sixth, the golden lampstand and the two olive trees (4:1-14). Vision.of

W—lsrael as God’s lightbearer to the world.

1.

Doy

4,

5.

Evidently Zechariah had gone to sleep and was wakened and describes the
vision that he saw (vv. 1-2).

Zechariah knew what he saw, but did not know the meaning (vv. 3-5).

The angel’s explanation is a message of encouragement to Zerubbabel, the
temple builder (6-7).

a. He was facing great and mounting odds in building the temple.

b. He was assured that the job would be completed "not by might, nor
by power, but by my sp;nt saith the Lord of hosts" (v. 6).

Dttt 149 A&l Bt sy,

c. The mountain before him probably s1gn|ﬁ/d all the obstacles placed
before him, but he was assured that they Wl" become like an
advantageous pldn (v. 7).

Zerubbabel is also assured:
a. He shall bring forth the headstone (v. 7)—"not the cornerstone, for it

had already been laid, but the fi mshmg stone, the last stone which
would complete the temple’s construction" (Haley, p. 340).

b.  He was also_assured that just.as.his hands.had "laid the foundation of
this house; his hands shall also finish it" (v. 9). Z}/ e A /%.’528»3{.7

c. But more, it would also be a pledge that the greater spiritual house
would be built according to divine promise and power; for Zerubbabel
was made ‘as a sigitet,” chosen by Jehovah (Hag. 2:23),.a.symbol of
‘him who was to come” (Haley, p. 341).

They are also warned not to despise the day of small things (v. 10).

a. Their assessment of this temple was nothing compared to the former
(Cf. Ezra 3:12; Hag. 2:3).

b. But the day of rejoicing will come, the job will be finished, and God’s
approval will be on it.
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6. He then reveals to him that the two olive trees are the "two anointed

ones" (vv. 11-14).
y 94 j a.
&z@ /z/{// ! -“/? /’%J&
ﬂ/ - /7’0/”"'% 77" b, "Evidently the office of Joshua, the high priest, and Zerubbabel, the
/e ﬁ/ governor, are indicated by the.’anointed ones™ (Haley, p. 343).

#7057

@ ;ﬁ

The two anointed ones probably refer to Zerubbabel (as governor and
temple builder) and Joshua (the high priest).

"However, it should be firmly fixed in mind that they serve as types
and shadows of him who when he came would be anointed as priest
_and king as well as that of prophet—the Messiah. Meeting and,
merging into him would be what.Zechariah.(prophet),. Joshua. (high
priest) and Zerub_lgg_pg (ruler)_all were accomplishing under the

Mosaic system" (Taylor, Power Lectures, p. 289).

VI. Chapter 5 (

Vision Number 6

G. Seventh, the flying scroll (5:1-4).. Vision of Condemnation—Israel as a moral
force in the world through the Word of God.

1. "The first vision in this chapter denounces those who had sinned against
the first and second tables of the law; the second of their sin would be
written in unmistakable syllables, and would consume the houses of evil-

doers with dry rot (v. 4)" (F. B. Meyer, Great Verses Through the Bible,
p. 360).

2. The flying scroll teaches that God has in his law pronounced a curse upon
wickedness and he intends to "cut off" sinners.

3. Curses were placed on those who had wronged man by his thefts and
those who had wronged God by the misuse of his name.

4, Punishment meted out would be swift and sure. It would be permanent.

Vision Number 7

Chapter 5:5-11—Vision Number 7.

H. Eighth, the woman in the ephah. Vision of Control. Israel and the application
of God’s Word.

1. The ephah was a Hebrew measurement. Some estimates vary from five

gallons (20 quarts). _g_glght gallons (32 quarts).
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2. Wickedness is personified as a woman. It is borne to Shinar where an
abode for it would be built.

a. Shinar is the place where Nimrod had begun his rebellion in earlier
times (Gen. 10:10-11).

b. Shinar represents rebellion and God is removing it from his land to
Satan’s "A symbol of Satan’s world government" (Haley, p. 346).

3. "Wickedness must be completely removed from God’s kingdom and His
people, and the complete separateness must be maintained throughout

‘time" (Haley, pp. 344-45).
'M

"In this hieroglyphic we are taught how idolatry, with all its accompanying
atrocities, was removed from the land of the Hebrews, which it had
desecrated, to a country devoted to it, and where it was to commingle
with its native elements, never to be re-imported into Canaan..."
(Henderson, The Twelve Minor Prophets, p. 391).

Vision Number 8

Chapter 6.

/N 3
/ . ,.«I
VVaar
%
2
{ //
i

Ninth, the four chariots. 6:1-8. Vision of Command—Israel, God’s agency
at work.

1. The four chariots from between "the mountains of brass" go forth to
patrol the earth (v. 7).

a. These seem to symbolize God’s protecting providence.
b. The earth is at peace under God’s control.

2. "...teaching that God’s protecting providence will be over his people and
their sanctuary, even though the city’s walls may need a Nehemiah to

repair them" (Robinson, The Twelve Minor Prophets, p. 151).

3. What is the significance of the colors? "Red often represents war and
bloodshed; black frequently symbolizes famine and economic times of
difficulty; white reflects festivity and victory; bay or grisled represented

’r‘” the power essential in accomplishing the desired tasks" (Robert Taylor,
' 7 Power Lectures, p. 290).
4

The black horses went toward the north country (where Babylon was
located); the white horse followed the black horses. The grisled horses
went toward the south country.
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5. The Babylonians had gone too far in the cruelty of punishment they
brought upon Judah (Zech. 1:15f), so God had become sorely displeased
with them on this account. (Cf. Isa. 14:6; 47:6.) Babylon had been
overthrown by the Medes and Persians, but their cruelty, imbibed by the
Persians, had not been fully punished.

6. God would send his black horses into that territory over which the
Assyrians, the Babylonians, and the Persians ruled in succession, each

~ ‘ bringing his own brand of oppression and cruelty upon the civilized world.
% ' e The black horses apparently represent the devastation.-God-would-bring
é upon them, and the white horses depicting the triumph the black horses
%)5 would accomplish.

7 : 7. The grisled horses would be sent into the south country, in which Egypt,
i ? 1! another harsh foe of Israel, dwelled. Some form of punishment was in
store for these idolaters and the enemies of God.

8. Verse 8 shows that God’s wrath had been appeased by the mission of the
two chariots into the north country.

9. "The tendency of the whole vision was to assure the Jews of the care and
protection of their covenant God, and thus lead them to exercise
confidence in him, while prosecuting the restoration of the temple and
their former institutions" (Henderson, p. 394).

10. "The visions had begun. with the condition of the heathen; all was quiet.
The second through the seventh dealt with the fortunes of Judah, God’s
_people.... _lt is altogether fitting that the concluding vision would. deal
with the heathen and his being shaken, completing.the circleof.visions.
dealing with the heathen and with.Jehovah’s.own" (Hailey,.pp..350f).

J. Tenth the Crowning of Joshua, the Branch, and the New Temple to be built
(6:9-15). Vision of Consummation—Israel’s symbolic.crowning.

M 1. The high priest is crowned to typify the Branch (vv. 9-11). "...in which
@W : Joshua, the high priest, is crowned and made typical of the Messiah-
3 " 4 | ' ‘ Branch-Priest-King-the most composite and complete portion of the

. / Coming One to be found in the Old Testament" (Robinson, p. 151).

2

251

91% .82 2. Joshua was a type of him who is far greater—the Messiah (vv. 12-13).
a. "Behold, the man." God will become man in the incarnation.
b. Heis the Branch _He would come from David’s line.

c.  "He shall grow up out of his place"—no doubt a reference to his
being a root out of dry ground (Isa. 53:2), and as living among
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his own people. "A stem, a root, a branch would grow up out of
what seemed to be a hopelessly dead tree" (David Pharr).

d. He shall build the Lord’s temple; i.e., the Lord’s church (Matt.
16:18; Cf. Eph. 2:18-21).

e. He "shall bear the glory." Majesty, power, dominion and might
shall be his.

f.  He shall be both king (ruler) and priest (the one atoning for
man’s sins) on his throne.

(1) "This is a death knell to premillennialism for he is priest on
the throne.

(2) They have his throne on earth during the millennium.
(3) Yet Hebrews 8:4 says he cannot be a priest on earth.

(4) Jeremiah 22:30 says he could not prosper if his throne was
in Judah.

g. "And the counsel of peace shall be between them both."
(1) It’s made possible because he is both priest and king.

(2) No real peace unless he is both and is NOW on his throne
which he definitely is.

(3) "...is to be understood the glorious scheme of reconciliation
between God and man, effected by the joint exercise of the
sacerdotal and regal office of the Lord Christ. Compl. Isa.
9:6; Micah 5:5; Eph. 2:14-17; Col. 1:20,21; Heb. 13:20
(Henderson, p. 397).

3. The "BRANCH" In Zechariah 6:12-13.
_a. Who is "the Branch?" Zech. 6:12,13.
(1) Isa. 11:1
(2) Rom. 15:12

(3) So this is a prophecy concerning Christ on his throne.

b. This passage affirms Christ would do several things.
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(1) First, "he shall build the temple of the Lord,"_v. 2
(a) He built the temple, Eph. 2:19,20.
(b) The church is the temple, 1 Cor. 3:16.
(2) Second, "he shall sit and rule upon his throne."
(a) Heb. 1:3.
(b) Heb. 1:8.

(i) Unto the son he said "thy throne."

(i) Thus one has throne, sceptre, and kingdom all in the
same verse.

(3) Third, "he shall be a priest upon his throne."
(a) Christ is priest in heaven now, Heb. 4:14.
(b) Christ could not be a priest on earth, Heb. 8:4.

(i) Paul says Christ cannot be a priest on earth. But he is a
priest on his throne.

(i) Therefore his throne cannot be on earth. Christ is priest
now (Heb. 4:14). And he is a priest on his throne. So
he is on his throne now.

(iii)But Hebrews 8:4 says Christ cannot be a priest on earth.
Therefore his throne cannot be on earth.

(4) "M@MMM@&M@@@M@&%M
WMM@QJLMMMJ&WA@%@S
throne, is now priest on his throne and now rules on his
throne—at the same time—he is made a high priest forever,

"after the order of Melchizedek."

C. Brother Foy E. Wallace often put it in a chart like this:
King and Priest - Zech. 6:12,13
(1) He shall build the temple, 1 Cor. 3:16
(2) He shall sit on his throne, Acts 2:34
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(3) He shall rule on his throne, Heb. 1:8

(4) He shall be priest on his throne, 4:14; 8:4
(5) He sits—rules—priest—on Throne now, Psa. 110; Heb. 5:6-10.

Christ is Priest after order of Melchizedek. Therefore He is King and
Priest at the same time now—In Heaven.

4. Logical deductions from Zechariah 6:12,13:

a. Verse 13 - The Christ would sit and rule on His throne:
p1--Acts 2:32-35, Exalted by the right hand of God
p2--Colossians 3:1, Now sitting on the right hand
p3--Revelation 3:21, Sitting on throne
C1--Therefore, the Christ is now on His throne
C2--Therefore, the Christ is now ruling on His throne now

b. Verse 13 - The Christ would be a priest on His throne.
p1--Hebrews 4:14, The Christ is now High Priest
p2--Colossians 3:1, Now sitting at the right hand
p3--Hebrews 4:14, The Christ is in Heaven
p4--Hebrews 8:4, The Christ cannot be priest on Earth
C1--Therefore, the Christ is now High Priest on His throne
C2--Therefore, His throne is in Heaven
C3--Therefore, His throne cannot be on Earth

5. Verses 14-15 mention further crowns which will become memorials in the
temple.

a. "They that are far off" evidently refers to the Gentiles who would
enter into the great Messianic kingdom.

b. "This verse contains a strlklng prophecy of the calling of the Gentiles,
together with a solemn warning to the ]ews, in which, the sentence

being left unﬁmshed thelr rejectlon in_consequence. of their unbelief.is
forcibly implied" (Henderson p. 397).

é\\\\\ VIL. Chapter 7

K. The question about fasting (7:1-14).

1. Zechariah is very time conscious. It has been almost two years since he
received the night visions.

2. The ancient Jewish calendar bore the following names, and corresponded
to our monthly divisions of the year in a unique way (their months began
about the middle of one of our months and ran to the middle of the
next).
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MONTH PASSAGE CORRESPONDS
Abib or Nisan Ex. 12:2,18; 23:4; Esth. 3:7 March-April
Zif 1 Kings 6:1 April-May
Sivan Esther 8:9 May-June
Tammuz Ezekiel 8:14 June-July
Ab - July-August
Elul Nehemiah 6:15 August-September
Tishri 1 Kings 8:2 September-October
Bul 1 Kings 6:38 October-November
Chisleu Zechariah 7:1 November-December
Tebeth Esther 2:16 December-January
Shebat Zechariah 1:7 January-February
Adar Esther 3:7 February-March

(Winton, p. 202)

3. The delegation has come to ask a question about fasting (vv. 1-3).

a.

"Should I weep in the fifth month, separating myself, as | have done
these many years?" (v. 3)

b. The fast of the fifth month was in memory of the destruction of

Jerusalem and the temple by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 B.C. (2 Kgs.
25:8ff; Jer. 52:12).

4. Before the exile the only required fast in Judaism was the Day of
Atonement (Lev. 16; Lev. 23:27).

5. Individuals might choose to fast as a sign of grief (2 Sam. 1:12) or
penitence (Dan. 9:3-4).

6. But they observed four other annual fasts.
When Nebuchadnezzar took Jerusalem.in.its fourth month (Jer.

a.

b.. When the temple was burned in the fifth month_(Jer. 52:12).
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d.

18

=

When Gedeliah, the governor, was murdered in_the seventh month
(Jer. 41:1-2).

‘When the siege of Jerusalem was begun.in the tenth month (2 Kegs.
25:1).

These fasts had not been authorized by Jehovah, but-had-grown.out
of their own self-pity rather than from a_consciousness of sin" (Haley,
p. 356).

God, through Zechariah, answers their question in six different statements.
a. First statement - 7:4 - 7:7.

Second statement - 7:8 - 7:14.
Third statement - 8:1 - 8:8.
Fourth statement - 8:9 - 8:13.
Fifth statement - 8:14 - 8:17.

Sixth statement - 8:18 - 8:23.

God’s answer:

When you fasted it wasn’t to.me. but for yourselves (vv. 3-4).

e Berr

He told them they should have listened to the words of the former
prophets when Jerusalem enjoyed prosperity; they had taught the
worthlessness of meats and drinks while God was forgotten.

"Their fasts had not been performed.from.-a-purely.religious-motive,.but
were self-righteous and hypocritical.. While they observed them, they

neglected the weightier matters of the law (vv. 5-7).

They were majoring in minors—humanly_contrived fasts and had. ignored
the weightier matters-of.law,_justice_and _mercy. (vv..2-10).

a.

b.

The Pharisees did this same (Matt. 23: 1ff).

God lists those things in which he would have them major with
diligence.

(1) Execute true judgment (major in dispersing judgment).
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12.
13.

14.
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(2) Exhibit mercy and compassion to brethren (manifest brotherly-
kindness).

(3) Practice no oppression to widows, fatherless, strangers or poor
(never mistreat or ignore their very obvious needs).

(4) Plot no evil in your hearts against your brethren (be free of any
wrath and malice in attitude and actions as well).

They (their fathers) refused to listen:

a. They turned away the shoulder.

b. They stopped their ears.

c. Their hearts were as an adamant stone (Cf. Ezek. 3:9).
d. Scattering of ]uda/h was brought about by disobedience.
They reaped what they sowed (vv. 13-14).

"Therefore, why fast over Jerusalem’s destruction? Instead, do the will of
Jehovah, which is what he has always wanted (Haley, p..358).

"Therefore, those who mourned the just punishment of God upon their
fathers had best leave off such meaningless ceremonies and themselves
heed the teaching of the former prophets" (Gill, Minor Prophets, College
Press, p. 311). (Cf. James 1:27.)

VIIl. Chapter 8

L. Emphasize that their fasts shall become festivals (8:1-23).

1.

In chapter seven Jehovah looked to the past.and.pointed-out.that.their
fasts were due to sin.

In this chapter he looks "to the future and announces what Jehovah
proposes to do in fulfilling his purpose" (Haley, p. 359).

Zechariah attributes the source of his message to God.

a. The formula, "Thus saith the Lord of hosts" appears 10 times (vv.
2,4,6,7,9,14,18,19,20,23) in introducing new thoughts or
promises.

b. At least six other times God is emphasized as the source of the
message.
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God declares-that-he_has_returned.to.Jerusalem.

a. God withdrew from Jerusalem when the Jews rejected him before the
destruction of Jerusalem (Ezek. 9:3; 10:4,19; 11:23).

b. Jerusalem has now been purged by "the blast of justice, and by the
blast of burning" (ASV, margin, Isa. 4:4).

C. But the temple has now been built and the city purged of iniquity.

d. But it also looks to a fuller and more glorious fulfillment in the time of
the Messiah (Cf. 2:4-5).

God gives further assurance to his people by making a three-fold promise.

a. He will save his people from the east.country.and. from.the west
country—the whole world (Isa. 11:11-12), Jesus spoke of gospel
subjects from the east and from the west being saved and ultimately
sitting down with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in heaven (Matt. 8:11).

b. After saving them he will bring them and they shall dwell in the midst
of Jerusalem (v. 8), "The ultimate fulfillment would be in the
spiritual Jerusalem under the Messiah (Cf. Heb. 12:22; Gal. 4:26)"
(Haley, p. 361).

c. "And they shall be my people...."

Words of encouragement are given in this section to the building of the
temple then under construction and soon to be completed (vv. 9-15).

a. He refers back to the days when they were not doing their work (Cf.
Hag. 1:1ff) (vv. 9-10).

b. There was a period in which he had disciplined them, but now he
planned to bless them (vv. 11-15) (Cf. Lev. 26:3-6).

c. This took far deeper meaning under the Messiah.
In verses 16 and 17 God prescribes:
a. Two positives for them: |

(1) Speak truth with your neighbor.

(2) Execute judgment and peace.

b. He also prescribes two negatives:
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(1) Plan no evil in heart against your neighbor. This had led to
Judah’s fall (Micah 2:1-3; Hosea 4:1-3).

(2) Practice no false oaths.

(3) Verse 17 reminds one of the six things God hates (Prov. 6:16-
19).

(4) Consider the curse written on the scroll (4:3).

Zechariah returns to the question (raised in chapter 7) about fasting and
gives God’s answer.

a. The fasts would be turned into. festivals of joy-(v.-19).
(1) This answer indicates that the fast had been neither pleasing nor

displeasing to the Lord; they had been a matter of indifference"
(Haley, p. 365).

(2) This joy would be seen by others.

b. Verse 20: "The prophecy concludes with the announcement that, in
consequence of the distinguished favor shown to the Jewish people
after their restoration to their own land, multitudes of Gentiles should
be induced to embrace the worship of Jehovah" (Henderson, p.
404).

This last section better fits spiritual Zion and its evangelistic thrust. "The
seeking after the Lord by the people of all nations found.its fulfillment in
_Christ" (Haley, p. 365).
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j// 5//',1 Introductory Thoughts to Chapters 9-14

A. In 9-14 you have Zechariah looking at the time following the completion of
the temple.

B. The Persian Empire was in power at this time, then the Grecian and finally in
the N.T. the Roman kingdom.

C. While all the things mentioned in these chapters have to do with the events of

the time, the prime thrust of all these chapters is the coming of Christ,_his
work, his ministry, his crucifixion, his rejectlon by the Jewish nation,_his

_rejection of the nation because they had rejected him, the picture of of Chnst
belng victorious.

D. _Zechariah chapters 9-12 form a promise_of a_new theocracy.

1. In 9-11 the "judgment through which the power of the heathen world
over Israel is broken and Israel is given strength to overcome all his
enemies..." (Pledge, p. 285).

In 12-14 the judgment sifts Israel and she is translated into a holy nation.
Chapters 9-10 especially deal with_the glorification of God.

a. God will protect his people and cause his king to enter Zion.

b. He will establish a kingdom of peace which Christ did at his first

advent (Matt. 21:4-5; Jn. 18:36; 9:11-17).

c. In chapter 10 God’s people are blessed with strength to overcome all
enemies.

4, Chapter 11 forms a messianic prophecy under. the form. of an.allegory.of
the good and evil shepherds.

5. Chapter 12 is concerned with Israel’s mourning.

6. In chapter 13 we find reference to the fountain opened for sin and

gcleannes? remissio oésm W Q 2 z
apter

[X. Chg 9

M. Promise of a_greater king (2:1-17).
1. "Burden" refers to the proclamation of judgment upon nations and

individuals who have sinned against God (vv. 1-4).

a. The nation of Syria will feel such.

b. Phoenician cities will feel God’s wrath (Zidon).

c. Tyre was the more powerful of the Phoenician cities. Tyre’s
destruction was predicted by Ezekiel.
(1) Ezekiel dates back to 592 B.C._but the destruction-of Tyre didn’t

/ take place until about#32-831 B.C.under-Alexander.the.Great..

= M

(2) Ezekiel 26:2,14;27..
2. Alexander the great would also bring humiliating defeat to the Philistines
whose cities were located along the Mediterranean coastline (vv. 5-8).
a. Their king would be removed (v. 5).

b. Th ould be ruled bu "bastard"—a low class of people (v. 6).
(6ot ff 3
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¢. The idolatrous practices of the Philistines would be removed (v. 7).

d._This is the.last reference-to-the-Rhilistines_i

e.  Our name Palestine is derived from the name for their country
(Philistia).

f.  Some think that verse 8 is a reference to their turning to God.

(1) Philip preached up and down this coast line right after he
converted the eunuch (Acts 8:40).

(2) On the other hand it may mean the assurance that God was
giving his people. While all this was taking place they would
enjoy God’s protection.

(3) "Jehovah had seen with His own_eyes the oppression.of.the.great
heathen powers;. but now_no more.would-such-nations.pass

through to thwart His purpose;_ it would be fulfilled in_the
Messiah" (Haley, p. 370),

3. The coming of the Messiah King (vv. 9-17).

a. The predictions of this section may find their fulfillment in the
Maccabean revolt and their ultimate fulfillment in the coming of Jesus
(Gill, p. 328).

b. "Here is one of the.clearest-of the Messianic_prophecies.in Zechariah"
(Taylor, Power Lectures, p. 294).

¢. The Messiah pictured:.

(1) "He is just"—Describes his personal character and his rule.

(2) "Having salvation"—Full and complete salvation which had been
promised throughout Isaiah.

(3) "Riding upon an ass, and upon the colt of ap_ass"—lowliness in

opposition to the pomp and pride of earthly rulers (Matt. 21:1-

11; Mk. 11:1-10; Lk. 19:29-38; Jn. 12:13-19; Mt. 11:28-

30).

(4) The cutting off of all weapons of war indicate the peaceful nature

of his kingdom. This was the message of Christ (Cf. Eph. 2:14-

17; Col. 1:20-21).

(5) "And his dominion-shall-befrom-sea-even-to-sea..." Universal

(a) The outreaches of the Messiah will be vast. Cf. Dan. 7:13;
Isa. 9:6ff.

(b) The great commission includes preaching to all the world
(Matt. 28:19-20; Mk. 16:15-16).

(6) "By the blood of the covenant,"

(a) Judah and Israel had been one when God made a covenant
with blood at Mt. Sinai (Ex. 24:8). "And now, 'because of
the blood of thy covenant’; the covenant made with both,
Jehovah would set free as one the prisoners of each branch
of the family" (Haley, p., 372).

(b) "Blood of the covenant in verse 11 may well refer to-
Calvary. It is by this powerful prescription that all prisoners
of the waterless pits of sin and corruption can know pardon
from such" (Taylor, p. 295).

(c) Cf. Heb. 9:18-22.
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(7) Mark 11:1-10 shows the fulfillment of Zechariah’s.prophesy.

Verse 10 shows that it also fulfills what the O.T. said about the

coming kin

L_L_Ibﬁ_kmngnlﬁnd.ihE_klng..goiogeLhﬂ.
) The ki t at the O.T. pictured was not a physical,_but a
_spiritual kingdom..

A. Promises of a greater cornerstone and nail. +~ Lt

B. The call of the king to faithfulness on the part of the people then and now.

1. Out of that faithfulness is to be fruitfulness.

2. Verse 8 - Redeem them.

3. Verse 9 - Some were still scattered about, but the ultlmate fulfillment is in
the gospel age.

d.

It may have first referred to ghe Jews scattered and WOFShl pmg in

n ¥ 2ot —
mswes ._%" M/M/z;, Z},Z{muaf b ).7

b.

But with the scattering of the chufch God sowed the gospel around Lo7reng

the world. WAy, W&»@\

"

(1) It had been in Jerusalem until then.

(2) But in Acts 11 you have the first Gentile church.
\

(3) Then the spread all over the world.

Xl. Chapter 11

O. Promise of the betrayal and broken covenant (11:1-17). Or the good and

“foolish shepherds.
1. Judgment and destruction was coming upon the land (vv. 1-3). What
land?

a.
b.

Farrar suggests the invasion of Tiglath-pileser as the occasion.

"But in light of the context"—chapter 10 and the remainder of
chapter 11—it seems that the prophet is looking to the complete
destruction of the Jewish economy. Jehovah called the people to
return to Him and to their homeland. A remnant responded whom
He blessed. However, the old order was to pass away. Therefore,
when he sent His Shepherd to them (11:4ff) and they rejected Him,
the Romans were brought against the land; and all that was lofty,
great, and meaningful to the Jews was destroyed. The picture points
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to the final judgment upon the political and religious Jewish system
effected by the Roman legions, A.D. 70" (Haley, p. 380).

c. "lt seems best to approach this chapter as the destruction and
devastation wrought on Jerusalem by the Romans in A.D. 70.
Zechariah was not describing Zion’s fall to Nebuchadnezzar that had
occurred many decades before he became God’s selected Seer"
(Taylor, p. 296).

2. The rejected shepherd is next pictured (vv. 4-14).

a. Someone (probably Zechariah) is told to take charge of the flock.
Zechariah fed the flock by his work, but his work was representative
of a much greater work by the Messiah.

b. The ones who control the flock are depicted under three titles:

(1) Those who possess them.
(2) Those who sell them.
(3) Their own shepherds.
(4) Winton thinks he is describing the scribes, Pharisees and

Sadducees of Christ’s day (p. 222).

(5) Taylor thinks scribes, elders and chief priests of Christ’s day.
(6) Coffman says Pharisees, Sadducees, and Herodians.
(7)
(8)

Lewis says "no clue to the identity of these persons" (p. 79).
Camp thinks Matthew 23 gives a clear picture of what is
described here. The Jews were being mislead by their leaders.

c. God’s pity has departed the rejected city (v. 6). God has delivered
them in time past, but he is not going to do that anymore.

d. Vv. 7-14 "is a prophecy that deals with the first coming of Christ and
indicates the betrayal price which Judas received" (Pledge, Getting
Acquainted with the OId Testament, Vol. 2, p. 285).

e. God gave the prophet two staves—Beauty (graciousness) and Bands
(binders or unity).

f. The poor would be delivered but the evil ones would have Grace and
Unity removed from them.

g. Verses 10-14 show that Judaism no longer_had-a-champion.in God.

_He had removed.them.as_being his_people.
(1) The law of Moses ended at Calvary (2 Cor. 3:1-13).
(2) The new covenant began on Pentecost in Acts 2.
(3) "Judaism was a corpse from A.D. 33 to A.D. 70 when God
buried it once and for all time" (Taylor, p. 297).
(4) The shepherd despairs of governing and asks the people to give
an estimate of the worth of his work (v. 11-12; cf. Mt. 26:15-
17).
(5) It was such an insult to the shepherd that it was used to buy the
potter’s field (v. 13; cf. Matt. 27:1-9).
(6) God broke the covenant (v. 10). More about the covenant
severity to follow.
3. Having rejected the true shepherd verses 15-17 show the seventy of the
punishment of the foolish shepherd—he is stripped of his tools and
punished.
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4. Matthew quotes this passage about the silver pieces and the potter’s field
and attributes it to Jeremiah (Matt. 27:3-10). What is the explanation?
a. First, Zechariah’s book may have been in a section of Hebrew Sacred

Scriptures headed by Jeremiah’s book and Matthew quotes the head
book.
b. The two names being similar in appearance a copyist of Matthew’s
gospel transcribed the wrong word.
c. Jeremiah may have uttered this orally; Zechariah later wrote it and
Matthew refers to what Jeremiah actually said.
(1) For example Acts 20:35 records Jesus as saying "It is more
blessed to give than to receive." Where is that found?
(2) Jude 9 records something that Michael the archangel said—"The
Lord rebuke thee." Where is that found?

5. God had entered into a covenant with the nation and they had broken the

covenant and went into captivity.
a. BMLQDd\did,nmfbreale&he-cwenanmhenihewammm.
b. They were brought out of captivity because the covenant remained
intact.
C. ‘l'_hg_t_imE,was_goingioiomﬁJNhe.n_God_wouvl.d—breaak_xha.t—covenant—as
the New Testament clearly reveals..
(1) When Christ was crucified the veil of the temple-was-rent-from
_the top to the bottom (Mt. 27:50-51).
(2) This shows ,_;h,a,t,,l;hewway,_i.n.to,ih.eeh.oli‘est_wasmnaw_,ope.n_a.nd_tha,t

-

godve,nant.that.i.n.v.olv.ed.mtheut,emple, the veil, etc., was now broken

(cf. Heb. 9:8).
(3) Colossians 2:14 clearl _that-the covenant-God-made with-
/lsmﬂhad.MWLome—mn.end, (Cf. 2 Cor. 3:1ff; Heb. 10:9-
10).
(4) wﬁga‘nuhﬁjﬂldﬂﬁdﬁwtubmham_wamm@g@,

b.utnﬁnds,itsfulﬁl-lmen»t_-in—Chpist_and-the_gospeL

(a) Paul said the gospel was preached before unto Abraham
(Gal. 3:8). The gospel in promise.

(b) What gospel? The very same one that Paul preached.

(c) Thus God never broke this covenant. Galatians was written
to show this and to convince the Jews this was the gospel
Paul preached.

(d) Thus the idea that there is something for the Jews separate
and apart from the gospel is to misread the Old and New
Testaments.

Xll. Chapter 12

P. Promise of a greater sacrifice or The Messiah to be Pierced (12:1-14).

1. This chapter shows how Jerusalem shall be besieged by her enemies, but
saved by Jehovah’s intervention (Robinson, p. 153).
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“The thrust of this chapter is what God planned to do for true Israel or
the Messiah’s kingdom" (Taylor, p. 297).

"In this second section of part three Jehovah reveals the holy and
indestructible character of the new spiritual body" (Haley, p. 386).

Verses 5-7 show the strength of Jerusalem and that she will stand as the
city of God in the midst of his people, unto whom all nations will come
(Isa. 2:2-4; Mic. 4:1-5; Gal. 4:26; Heb. 12:22-23).

Conflicts and victories are assured "the true Israel of God" (wv. 1-9).

The true Israel of God is characterized by genuine repentance (vv. 10-
14).

Those who fight against God will bring judgment upon themselves, but
grace will be poured out upon those that turn to him (vv. 9-10).

"They shall look upon him whom they have pierced" (Cf. John 19:35 Psa.
229,

Yes, Christianity is a religion of vibrant joy and victory, bu¢ mourning has
its place.

A prediction of the pouring out of the Spirit (Joel 2:28-31; Acts 2) and
the piercing of Jesus’ side are pictured in these verses.

Xlll. Chapter 13

g

Q.. Promises of a fountain for sin .(13:1:9)

Birds’ eye view of this chapter:
a. 12:10 presented Christ as the crucified one.

b. From his crucifixion a fountain of spiritual cleansing would be opened
(13:1; Heb. 9:14).

c. In spiritual Zion (vv. 2-6).
(1) ldolatry will not be tolerated.

(2) Prophets will pass when their work of revealing and confirming
the word is complete.

(3) Unclean spirits which had been permitted during time of Christ
and the apostles are no more.
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(4) False teachers will be present but even their parents will see
through their deceit and reject their teaching (v. 3).

(5) False teachers will be ashamed when their predictions do not
come to pass (v. 4).

(6) They will no longer wear the garments of the prophets of old and
will confess their sins (vv. 5-6).

d. God speaks and shows what will be done against the Shepherd-
Messiah (vwv. 7-9).

(1) Shepherd smitten and sheep scattered (v. 7; cf. Matt. 26:31),

(2) Yet his great work would be in gathering them into the church.

(3) "Those obedient ones who were willing to brave the fires of
refinement in burning away the dross will be the Lord’s people.
They would say in gladsome gratitude, "The Lord is my God’™"
(Taylor, p. 299) (Hos. 2:1,23; Rom. 9:25-26).

Verse 6 connects the previous figures to the crucifixion of Christ and his
atonement for the sins of the people.

Verse 9 refers to the remnant of the Jews saved in the gospel age,
Romans 9-11.

XIV. Chapter 14.

R. The gle_;gmction....ﬂo,fﬂch‘em@ldw}er‘usa‘lemmf@r»-ets@ldua-nxt=hennewm].et;usaLem.‘d§$mCLii?,gd
(14:1-2

1.

In verses 1-3 Zechariah is depicting the fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 at the

hands of the Romans.

a. Verse 1 pictures the day of judgment upon Jerusalem. Cf. Isa. 13:9.

b. Verse 2 was fulfilled when the Romans army besieged Jerusalem. Cf.
[sa. 13:15-16.

¢. Verse 3 pictures all nations as represented by the Romans.

Verses 4-7 do not refer to the second coming but to the siege of

Jerusalem.

a. Jesus stood upon the mount when he uttered the doom of the city.

b. The Roman general stood upon the mount and the Roman army
encamped there.

c. "The formation of the battle lines of the Romans all enter into the
description of the mountain cleaving in the midst" (Pledge, Vol. 2, p.
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287).
3. Verses 5-7 show that people would flee (which could not refer to the
second coming).
a. When the Roman army withdraw Christians fled out of Jerusalem.
b. Matthew 24 gives a good description of this.
4, Verses 8-9 picture living waters as going forth out of Jerusalem.
a. The consistent application of this seems to be fulfilled in the gospel of
Christ and the church (Eph. 4:4-6; Gal. 3:27-29).
b. Verse 8 pictures the blood as flowing backward and forward (Heb.
9:11-15).
5. Verses 9-11 depict:
a. The widespread dominion of the king.
b. The new Jerusalem having preeminence over all the land following the
destruction of old Jerusalem.
6. Verses 12-21 present the grand finale of the vision.
a. Verses 12-13 picture the nations that fought against Jerusalem as
destroyed which fits the historians’ description of the downfall of
Rome.
b. Verses 14-15 show that the downfall of the nations will abound to
the good of spiritual Israel.
c. Verses 16-19 picture the conversion of all the nations and people
receiving blessings by worshipping God.
(1) Could not be taken in the physical sense or all would have to go
to Jerusalem to receive the blessings (John 4:20-24).
(2) They are spiritual and Jerusalem is the church (Cf. Gal. 4:21-
31).
d. Verses 18-19 show that God withholds blessings from those who
withhold worship.
e. Verses 20-21 shows that everything in Jerusalem will be holy unto
the Lord.
(1) Isaiah prophesied that the kingdom would be known by its
holiness (Isa. 35:8).
(2) Verse 21 shows that complete fulfillment would be found only in
the church (Eph. 2:19-22).
(3) These last two verses reveal the expansion of the gospel after the
destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70.
(a) lsaiah 13 prophesies the destruction of Babylon.
(b) Zechariah 14 is a prophecy of the downfall of Jerusalem and
the Jewish state.
(c) They do not refer to a future state from our day.

"Zechariah has exerci

New ] Testament than any other minor prophet” (Lewis ack Lewis lis
the followm
m_nTeE%lons the Branch (Zech. 3:8; 6:12; Cf. Jer. 23:5; 33:15; 2 Sam.

XV,
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7:12).

The king rides upon an ass (Zech. 9:9; Cf. Matt. 21:f; John 12:15).

The betrayal (Zech. 11:12f; Cf. Matt. 26:15; 27:9f). The 30 pieces of
silver and the potter’s field.

Looking on him whom they have pierced (Zech. 12:10; John 19:37; Rev.
1:7).

Smite the shepherd (Zech. 13:7; Cf. Matt. 26:31; Mk. 14:27).

The king who reigns from sea to sea (Zech. 9:10).

The fountain for cleansing (Zech. 13:1).

He exercises other influences in the New Testament (Cf. Zech. 8:16; Eph.
4:25).

One finds here certain pictures in Revelation.

1. The four horses (Zech. 6:1-8; Rev. 6:1ff).

2. The two olive trees (Zech. 4:3ff; Rev. 11:4).

3. The candlestick and the seven eyes (Zech. 4:2-10; Rev. 1:12f).

Some things chapter 14 does not teach as listed by Hugo McCord;

1.~ Zechariah 14 does not mean, at the second coming of Christ, that God
will "gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city shall be
taken and the houses plundered and the women ravished; half of the city
shall go into exile, but the rest of the people shall not be cut off from the
city" (v. 2).

Such an idea is false, for, at the second coming of Christ, "When the Son

of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on

his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he
will separate them one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep

from the goats" (Matthew 25:31-32).

2. Zechariah 14.does-net mean,-at-thesecond_coming of Christ that.Jesus’
"feet shall stand on the mount of Olives which lies_before Jerusalem-on
the east; and the mount of Olives shall be split in two from east to west
by a very wide valley; so that one half of the Mount shall withdraw
northward, and the other half southward" (v. 4).

Such an idea is false, for, at the second coming of Christ, his feet, "like

glowing brass which had been fired in a furnace," will not touch the earth,

for "we who are living, the ones who remain, will be caught up" in "the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air" (1 Thessalonians 4:17; Revelation

1:15).

3. Zechariah 14 does not mean, at the second coming of Christ, that "On

“that day living waters shall flow out from Jerusalem, half of them to the
eastern sea and half of them to the western sea; it shall continue in

summer as in winter" (v. 8).

2. Such an idea is false, for Jesus taught the woman at Jacob'’s well that
the city of Jerusalem is not any longer the focal point where "you
worship the Father" (John 4:20-21). Instead, the only city now
meaningful is the "Jerusalem which is above," the "heavenly
Jerusalem" (Galatians 4:26; Hebrews 12:22).
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b. Such an idea is also false, for, the city of Jerusalem and the "living
waters" and the eastern Dead Sea and the western Mediterranean Sea
will all four disappear in flames on the day that Jesus comes (2 Peter
3:10).

c. Moreover, before the second coming, the only "living water" that will
actually quench spiritual thirst is not two rivers flowing from
Jerusalem, but "living water" supplied by Jesus, as he talked with the
woman at Jacob’s well: "whoever drinks of the water which 1 shall
give him will never thirst; the water which 1 shall give will become in
him a well of water springing up into eternal life" (John 4:14).

d. What meaning God had in mind as he inspired Zechariah to write
about "living waters," stretching 15 and 30 miles, | do not know, but
| am cheered to read of the Lamb who guides his disciples "to springs
of living water" (Revelation 7:16-17), and to read about "the river of
the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God
and from the Lamb. In the middle of its wide street, on both sides of
the river, is the tree of life bearing twelve fruits monthly, and the
tree’s leaves are for the healing of the nations (Revelation 22:1-2).

4, Wt the- second coming of Christ, that Jesus
M h" (-9).

a. Suchan idea is false, for Jesus, on Pentecost Day, May 28, A.D. 30,
at nine o’clock in the morning, was "anointed" (Psalms 45:7;
Hebrews 1:8-9) "the ruler of kings on earth" (Revelation 1:5);

~ becoming "the King of kings and Lord of lords" (Acts 2:15, 30;
Colossians 1:13; Revelation 17:14; 19:16).

b. Moreover, Jesus, instead of his becoming "king over all the earth" at
his second coming, will give up the kingship, delivering it back to
"God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and
every power" (1 Corinthians 15:24).

5. Zechariah 14 does nmwmd»mming aof Churist,that.the
"whole land shall be turned_intQ a plain. from Geba £o Rimmon.south of
Terusalem” (v. 10). Cluch an idea is false, for on the day of Jesus’ second
coming "the earth and the works that are upon it will be burned up” (2
Peter 3:10).

6. 7Zechariah 14 does not mean, at the second coming ongggLe
"of all the nmmmmwﬂggwmmm@m,
with an inscription "on the bells of the horses, "Holiness to the Lord,”"
and "every potin Jerusalem and Judah" will be used to "boil the flesh"
that each worshiper offers in sacrifice (vss. 16-21).

Such an idea is false, for the feast of tabernacles was cancelled the day

that Jesus died, when he nailed all of the Old Testament to his cross

(Ephesians 2.14-16; Colossians 2:14). The eight-day feast of tabernacles

required the sacrifice of 199 animals (listed in Numbers 29:12-39) every

year until Christ offered "not the blood of goats and calves, but his own

blood" (Hebrews 9:12)"for the forgiveness of sins" (Matthew 26:28).
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Theologians who say that after Christ returns the feast of tabernacles with
its 199 offerings of animal blood will be reinstated are repudiating the
blood of Christ.
7. What God had in mind.in having.Zechariah. to write his_1 4th chapter.k.do
ot know, but the statement in verse.ll,..othere <hall he.no.meare.curse, "
_has not been fulfilled, and never will be fulfilled untl there is 3 “new.
Jerusalem™ in the "new heaven and a new earth” in_which “rhere_shall.he
P .
MWM |




THOUGHTS FROM ZECHARIAH

PROPHETICAL PREACHING AGAIN. 6:9-14:21

A

m o O

m

The high priest is crowned to typify the branch. (6:9-15)
(cf. Rev. 22:16; Heb. 7:1-4)

Questions of the delegation from Bethel concerning fasts. (7:1-14)

It is not fasting but obedience, justice, and kindness that matters. (7:9-10)
(cf. Micah 6:8)

Promises of a greater Jerusalem. 8:1-23

Promises of a greater King. (9:1-17)

Promises of a greater corner-stone and nail in a sure place. (10:1-12)
Prophecy of the betrayal and broken covenant. (11:1-17)

Promises of a greater sacrifice, one pierced for our sins. (12:1-14)

Promise of a fountain for sins and cessation of unclean prophets and spirits.
(13:1-9)

The destruction of Jerusalem foretold (the old Jerusalem) and the new
Jerusalem described. (14:1-21)

ZECHARIAH EXERCISES A TREMENDOUS INFLUENCE ON THE NEW

TESTAMENT.

A. Jeremiah spoke of “the Branch of Jesse” (Jer. 23:5; 33:15) and Zechariah
speaks of the Branch. (3:8; 6:12)

B. Zechariah speaks of the king who rides upon the donkey. (9:9) (cf. Matt.
21:4; Jn 12:15)

C. Zechariah mentions the betrayal and notes the 30 pieces of silver. (11:12-13)
(cf. Matt. 26:15; 27:9-10)

D. Zechariah speaking of the looking “upon me whom they have pierced.”
(12:10) (cf. In. 19:37; Rev. 1:7)

E. Zechariah says “smite the shepherd.” (13:7) (cf. Matt. 26:31; Mk. 14:27)



F.  Zechariah mentions the king who reigns from sea to sea (9:10; 14:9)
G. Zechariah mentions the fountain for cleansing. (13:1)

H. Paul refers to Zechariah's “speak ye every man truth to his neighbor.” (8:16;
Eph. 4:25)

l. One also finds many terms and expressions in the Revelation that are found
in Zechariah.
1. The four horsemen. (6:1-8) (cf. Rev. 6)
2. The two olive trees. (4:3ff) (cf. Rev. 11:4)
3. The candlestick and seven eyes (4:2-10) (cf. Rev. 1:12-13)

THE MESSIANIC PROPHECIES

A. “Christ as the branch”. (3:8; 6:12)

B. Christ as servant. (3:8)

C. Christ to build the temple. (6:12)

D. Christ to sit and rule upon the throne. (6:13)
E. Christ to be a priest while ruling. (6:13)

F. Christ's entry into Jerusalem on a colt. (9:9)
G. Christ the good shepherd. (9;16; 11:11)

H. Christ the smitten shepherd. (13:7)

l. The price of Christ's betrayal. (11:12, 13)

J.  Christ's hands pierced. (12:10)

K. Christ an offering for sin. (12:10; 13:1)

L.  Christ wounded in the house of friends. (13:6)

M. Christ's appearance of the destruction of Jerusalem. (13:6)
(Charles Pledge, Getting Acquainted With the Old Testament, p. 277-78)
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He shall grow up out of his place. (6:12)

He shall bear the glory. (6:13)

The counsel of peace between them both. (6:15)
He is just. (9:9)

He has salvation. (9:9)

The king who reigns from sea to sea. (9:10)



ZECHARIAH

“Whom Jehovah Remembers”
INTRODUCTION:
A. The Man.
| The name means, “Whom Jehovah Remembers.”

a. Zachariah was a popular name among the Hebrews.
29 or more are bearing this name, as recorded in the Bible.

2. This Zachariah identifies himself as the son of Ber-e-chi'-ah, the son of
Id*-do.

3. He was of the priestly descent, being of the group of priest who returned
with Zerybbabel. 536 B.C. (Neh., 12:4, 16)

4, Ezra identifies him only as the son of Iddo. (Ezra 5:1; 6:14)
Hebrews often use “son” to mean a descendent of.

3 There is a Zechariah in (2 Chro. 24:20-21) the son of Jehoiada.

6. Jesus mentions one in (Mt. 23:35) Zechariah the son of Berechiah.

7. Zechariah was a priest called to the office of prophet to assets Haggai in
steering up the people to rebuild the temple.

8. Zachariah began his work only two months later than Haggai.
(Haggai 1:1; Zech. 1:1) Zechariah continued to prophesy for about two
years. (Zech. 7:1)

The date.

L There is no controversy concerning chapters 1-8. 520-518 B.C.

2. Chapters 9-14 there is a great diversity of opinions to both the date and
the author.
a. Zechariah is the author of all of this book.
b.  The date was probably late in the life of Zachariah.

Background

1. In 606 B.C. Judah fell to Babylon under king Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel was
carried into captivity at this time, and prophesied during the entire
captivity.

2. In 597 B.C. Ezekiel was taken captive and prophesied untit 572-570 B.C.

3. In 586 B.C. Jerusalem and the temple was destroyed.

4, Nevuchadnezzar died in 562 B.C., and following his death there were a
series of weak rulers.

5. In 549 B.C. Cyrius, a Persian, defeated the Medes, and brought the Medes
under his own rule.

6. In 539 B.C. Cyrus entered Babylon and appointed Darus the Mede to rule

over this city. This is not the Darus or Haggi's book.



Cyrus issued a decree that all conquered peoples could return to their
homeland.

a. The account of the decree is found in 2 Chore 36 and Ezera 1.

b. The decree was issued sometime in 538 B.C.

c. The first group of exiles returned under Zerubbabel in 536 B.C.
About 150 years earlier Isaiah had prophesied that Jehovah would raise
up one Cryus who would allow a remnant to return. (Isaiah 44:24-45:7)
Much of Zechariah's book deals with lessons from history, restoration of
worship in Jerusalem, and future events from the time he wrote.

D. Characterizations of the book. The prophecy of Zecharaiah has several outstanding
characteristics that make it unique among writings of the prophets.

1.
2.
3.

4.

It is the longest and most obscure of all the Minor prophets.

It is also the most difficult of any of the Old Testament books to interpret.
One must approach it with prayer and humility, and not be dogmatic about
its interpretation.

This book is one of the most Messianic and apocalyptic of all the writings
of the Old Testament. This book may be compared to Isaiah.

Zechariah differs in three points from the prophets who preceded him:

a.  He give emphasis to visions as a means of divine communication.

b. Angelic mediation occupies an important place in his message,

ot

¢.  Apocalyptic symbolism entering into the visions.is.another
outstanding characteristic of this prophet's writing.

The Messiah is presented as “the Branch or Sprout” of David, a servant of

Jehovah.

a. He comes as a king providing salvation for the people.

b. He comes as a shepherd rejected, sold for the price of a wounded
slave, and finally pierced for the sheep who would be scattered.

C. He redeems a remnant, and through Him the divine sovereignty of
God is restored.

d. The kingdom will be one of glory, with everything pertaining to it
consecrated to the Lord.

e. The heathen force who oppose God's work will be ingloriously
defeated.

PRESENTATION:

L THE CALL TO REPENTANCE. 1:1-6

A.

He reminds the people to learn the lesson from history.
1. God was angry with their fathers.
2. The prophet calls the people to return to God.



B.

C.

forever.

The former prophets had called in vain, but God had accomplished His
treats.

The calamities of the exesile had established that God's word abides

II. THREE MONTHS AFTER THE CALL TO REPENTANCE, ZECHARIAH
SEES A SERIES OF VISIONS WITH THEIR EXPLANATIONS. 1:7-6:8

A.

The rider on the red horse with red, sorrel, and white horses behind him.

1:7-17

L. These patrollers of the earth report that the earth is at rest, which
seems to bad news.

2. “The shaking of the nations” (cf. Hag. 2:6-7) which could restore
Jerusalem to glory, is not visible.

3. The angel of the vision, however, assures the prophet that after
70 years (cf. Jer. 25:11;29:10) the Lord's pity is stirred and that
Jerusalem will be rebuilt, while the heathen will be chastised.

The four horns and four smiths. 1:18-21
1. Horns a symbol of power (cf. Micah 4:13), represent those

powers that have scattered Judah.

2. The smiths on the other hand are symbols of the destruction of
those powers.

3. The import of the vision is that there is no longer any opposition to
the building of the Lord's house.

The man with the measuring line. 2:1-13

1. The young man about to layout the walls of Jerusalem, is restrained
since Jerusalem is to be inhabited as a city without walls.

2. The Lord, who is “a wall of fire about her” and who will be glory in
her midst, is to be her protection.

3. The exiles still in Babylon are called upon to flee to Zion.

4. Verse 12 is the only time in Scripture where Palestine is called “the
holy land.”

Joshua, a “brand plucked out of the burning” from the priesthood, in filthy

garments, is accused by Satan as one might be accused before a court.

3:1-10

1. Inthis condition he was unsuitable to offer acceptable sacrifices.

2. Joshua was grandson of Seraiah, the last high priest who had
ministered before the temple was destroyed.

3. The outcome of the vision is that Satan is denounced and the filthy
garments are removed and clean clothes substituted.

4, The import of the vision is that the priesthood will be cleansed
and made acceptable for service.



5. The oracle ends in a promise that God will send His servant “the
Branch” (cf. Isa. 11:1; Jer. 23. 5; 33:15; Zech. 6:12) who, of course
is the Messiah

The golden candlestick with seven lamps and two olive trees; 4:1-14

1. The two anointed ones likely represent Zerubbable and Joshua, the
civil and religious heads of the community who are given assurance
that the temple will be completed.

2. Despite the difficulties now in the way, Zerubbabel, who had laid
the foundation, will complete the capstone amidst applause.

3. One should not despise the day of small things.

4. The seven represent the all-seeing eye of God in his constant rule of
earth.

5. Success comes not by might and power, but by the Lord’s Spirit.

The flying scroll. 5:1-4

1. The vision answers the question: How can crime be removed from
the Land?

2. The scroll flies over the land and its curse destroys the housed of
the thieves and perjurers.

The woman sitting in an ephah. 5:5-11

1. The woman, representing wickedness, sitting in a large dry measure
(about seven gallons), is borne to Shinar where sin finds its natural
home.

2. With the temple rebuilt evil is to be removed from the land.

The four chariots from between the copper mountains go forth to patrol
the earth. 6:1-8
1. These seem to symbolize God's protecting providence.
2. The earth is at peace under the control of God.
(Lewis, op. cit., pp. 76, 77)

PROPHETICAL PREACHING AGAIN. 6:9- 14:21

A

The high priest is crowned to typify the branch. 6:9-15
(cf. Rev. 22:16; Heb. 7:1-4)

Questions of the delegation from Bethel concerning fasts. 7:1-14
It is not fasting but obedience, justice, and kindness that matters. 7:9-10
(cf. Micah 6:8)

Promises of a greater Jerusalem. 8:1-23
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Promises of a greater King. 9:1-17
Promises of a greater corner-stone and nail in a sure place. 10:1-12

Prophecy of the betrayal and broken covenant. 11:1-17
Promises of a greater sacrifice, one pierced for our sins. 12:1-14

Promise of a fountain for sins and cessation of unclean prophets and spirits.
13:1-9

The destruction of Jerusalem foretold (the old Jerusalem) and the new
Jerusalem described. 14:1-21

ZECHARIAH EXERCISES A TREMENDOUS INFLUENCE ON THE NEW

TESTAMENT.

A. Jeremiah spoke of “the Branch of Jesse” (Jer. 23:5; 33:15) and Zechariah
speaks of the Branch. 3:8; 6:12

B. Zechariah speaks of the king who rides upon the donkey. 9:9
(cf. Mt. 21:4; Jn. 12:15)

C. Zechariah mentions the betrayal and notes the 30 pieces of silver. 11:12-13
(cf. Mt. 26:15; 27:9-10)

D. Zechariah speaking of the looking “upon me whom they have pierced.”
12:10 (cf. Din. 19:37; Rev. 1:7)

E. Zechariah says “smite the shepherd.” 13:7 (cf Mt. 26:31; Mk. 14:27)

F. Zechariah mentions the king who reigns from sea to sea. 9:10; 14:9

G. Zechariah mentions the fountain for cleansing. 13:1

H. Paul refers to Zechariah's “speak ye every man truth to his neighbor.” 8:16
Eph. 4:25

L One also finds many terms and expressions in the Revelation that are found

in Zechariah.

1. The four horsemen. 6:1-8 (cf. Rev. 6)

2. The two olive trees. 4:3ff (cf. Rev. 11:4)

3. The candlestick and seven eyes. 4:2-10 (cf Rev. 1:12-13
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The Written Prophecy of Zechariah

By H. A. "Buster” Dobbs

I.

II.

Introduction.
A. The man.
1.

2.

The name Zechariah was common among the Jews. It means

"the Lord remembers."

Zachariah was the son of Berechiah and the grandson of

Iddo, who was one of the priests who came back to

Jerusalem with Zerubbabel (Neh. 12:4).

He was of the priestly office and of the family of Levi.

He may have become the chief priest upon the death of his

grandfather, Iddo.

background.

Zechariah was contemporary with Haggai.

The Jews who returned form Babylonian captivity have ceased

their work of rebuilding the temple and the city.

a. Opposition voiced to the Persian king had resulted in
discouragement and stoppage of work.

b. Sixteen years passed with little interest and no activity.

Zechariah and Haggai rebuked the workers and insisted that

they get back to the job of rebuilding the temple and the walls

of the city.

The prophecy of Zechariah may be divided into three major

parts; the first part consists of a series of vision; the second

part deals with some Jewish fasts; the third part tells of the

problems of the people and the coming victory of Messiah.

The Book.

Part one -- a series of eight visions and the crowning of the
high priest (1:1 to 6:15).

A.

1.
2.

3.

The word of God came to Zechariah (1:1).

he nation warned to not follow the example of their fathers

in turning away from God and disregarding his word (1:2-6).

First vision: horsemen in _a mvrtle grove (1:7-17).

a. The nations were at peace and unaware of a gathering
storm.

. b. Jehovah was angry with the nations (probably because of

moral corruption). :

c¢. It is important to finish the house of the Lord because it is
to influence the world for good.

Second vision: four horns and four carpenters (1:18-21).

a. The four horns had broken and scattered Judah.

b. The four carpenters were to rebuild the nation.

c. Zechariah and the people were to do the work of

N . 6/17/98 531 PM
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9.

10.
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restoring a destroyed nation.

Third vision: the man with a measuring line (2:1-13).

a.

b.

Q2 Q

e.

£.

The man was sent to measure Jerusalem to find out how
long and how wide it is.

The measuring-man was told to stop because Jehovah
would be a wall round about Jerusalem and would be its
glory.

The scattered people were now being recalled.

The peaceful empire (Persians) that had ordered the
stoppage of the work of rebuilding would be punished
(rise of the Grecian empire).

The Jews to rejoice because they were again chosen by
Jehovah.

Jehovah to inherit Judah.

JFourth vision: Joshua, the high priest, the angel of the Lord,
and Satan (3:1-10).

a.
b.
C.

d.
e

Satan rebuked and not allowed to destroy Israel.

Joshua clothed in filthy clothes.

The filthy rags are taken away and replaced with a clean
turban and clean clothes.

Jehovah's servant, the Branch, to come forth.

An unpolished stone watched over by the seven eyes of
God.

Fifth vision: a gold candlestick (4:1-14).
a.

b.

C.

The candlestick has seven lamps.

The candlestick has a bowl on its top with pipes leading
the seven lamps.

To keep the candlestick burning required no human
agency, but oil was perpetually supplied by olive trees on
either side of the candlestick.

This represented the provision of God and the lack of
need for human power and might. God will accomplish his
purpose.

Zerubbabel had laid the foundation for the temple and
would live to see the work finished.

The olive trees represented two powers that serve the
interest of Jehovah (priestly and kingly interest would
bend to the will of the Lord).

Sixth vision: the flying roll (5:1-4).
a.

The flying roll represented the moral law of God.

b. The immoral will be punished.

Sevengg xis ;Qg: the woman in the ephah (5:5-11).
A woman in an ephah with a lead cover.

b. The woman represented wickedness.

c. The woman pushed back into the container and the leaden
lid replaced.

d. Two winged-women lifted up the ephah.

e. The ephah carried to its house in Shinar.

f. BEvil to be banished from Israel and take residence in

another place.

Eighth vision: four chariots (6:1-8).

a.

Four chariots, drawn by four horses, come from two
brass mountains.

The chariots and their horses represented four spirits of
God.
They go to the north country and throughout the earth.

The spirit of Jehovah was quieted and the north country -
had rest.

crowning of the high priest (6:39-15).

The crowning of Joshua, the high priest, in the presence of
men from Babylon.

The Branch to build the temple of the Lord.

Branch is to sit and rule upon his throne.

6/17/98 531 PM
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d. Branch is to be a "priest upon his throne."
Branch is to be prophet, priest and king.
The crown to be taken from Joshua's head and kept in the
restored temple as a reminder of this prophecy.
The temple to be built by those who come from far off
(Babylon) .
B. .Part two -- answer.gquestions about fasts (7:1 to 8:23).
T. Shall the weeping and fasting of the fifth month be
continued (7:1-3})7?
a. The Jews held feasts to commemorate victories and fasts
to remember tragedy.
b. The fast of the fifth month was in memory of the
destruction of the temple.
2. The answer (7:4-14).
a. Fasting is valuable only when those who observe it have
clean hands and a right attitude toward Jehovah.
b. Reminded of their rebellion against God which resulted in
their exile.
3. God's love for the Jews will fill Jerusalem with happiness

th @

(8:1-8).
4. The people are told to rejoice, for God would give a
conditional blessing (8:9-17). N

a. It was God's purpose now to restore the nation and
prosper the people.
b. The fasting of the past would be turned to joyful feasting.
c. Salvation is of the Jews.
C. Ppart three.--.the futnre.fos-larael-and-the.nations of earth
(9:1 to 14:21). ’
1. The nations to be punished but Israel to be safe (9:1-8).
a. A prophecy of the conquest of Alexander of Macedonian.
b. 1Israel will be at peace.
2. The coming Prinee-will bring peace and cuf, off the battle—
bow (9:9-10).
Israel will not suffer from the Greek invasion (9:11-17).
Condition of safety is that they seek Jehovah and not idols
(10:1-12).
a. Faithless shepherds (leaders) anger Jehovah.
b. Trusting Jehovah will bring peace and prosperity.
5. Goad and-bad-leaders—(1l-1=17)_
Disaster can come if God is not honored.
Jehovah hates bad leaders.
The blood-sealed covenant will be broken.
God's favor sold for 30 pieces of silver.
Israel and Judah to be rejected.
Judah to be a terror to the enemies of Jehovah (12:1-7).
Judah to be blessed (12:8-9).
Judah's rejection of God's mercy (12:10-14).
a. They shall look on him whom they pierced.
b. There shall be great mourning.
9. The good shepherd and his treatment (13:1-9).
a. A cleansing fountain.
b. Family feuds will result.
c. The good shepherd will receive wounds in the house of
his friend.
d. A fraction of the people will respond to God's offer of
. grace. )
10. Jehovah's universal reign (14:1-21).
a. Jerusalem to be plundered once again.
b. A new war for minds and souls will be fought by the cne
whose feet will stand upon the mount of Olives.
c. It will be a strange and unique day.
d. Healing waters will flow from Jerusalem.
e. Jehovah will prevail.
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Those who reject the good shepherd will rot.

g. "Holiness to the Lord" shall be written on the bells of the
horses and upon the cooking pots.

h. The impure will be excluded.
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The Prophet of Vision

Significant Dates

“‘He commenced his prophetic labours in the
second year of Darius Hystaspes, only two
months later than his contemporary Haggai,

in common with whom he sought to stimulate

the building of the temple” (Keil 217)

+ Jack Lewis (74) noted three dates
—“The call to repentance, November 520 (1:1-6)"
— “The night visions, February 519 (1:7-6:8)"

— “The response to the questions about fasting;"
December 518 (Chaps. 7-8).”

Apocalyptic Literature — 2

* (2) The context of the symbolic passage
often contains the necessary key to the
meaning of the symbol

* (3) The third key is the historical allusion

— One must be thoroughly conversant with the
historic setting of the book, which requires
years of disciplined study of ancient and
Biblical history (259-260)

» The first half of the book involves the
visions of the night

Zechariah, the Man

“He whom the Lord remembers” is the meaning
of Zechariah’s name (Keil 217)

He was of priestly descent, being the son of
Berechiah and grandson of lddo (1:1, 7)

Iddo was one of the chiefs of the priests who
served under the high priest Jeshua at the time
Zerubbabel returned from captivity (Neh. 12:1-4)

Zechariah followed his grandfather in that role
during the time of Joiakim, the high priest (Neh.
12:12-16)

Apocalyptic Literature — 1

+ Clinton Gill gave three keys to
understanding apocalyptic literature like
Zechariah, Daniel and Revelation

+ (1) Often the figure or symbol suggests its
own meaning

— With such there is little difficulty, if one will ‘do
his homework’ and place himself in the
historic climate of the writer

A Call to Return

+ The prophet reminded them of God'’s anger

with their fathers (1:2)

— When they abandoned restoration of the temple,
another Zechariah said, “Thus says God: ‘Why
do you transgress the commandments of the
LORD, so that you cannot prosper? Because you
have forsaken the LORD, He also has forsaken
you™ (2 Chron. 24:20).

+ Zechariah asked them to return to God and

from their evil ways, with signs of previous
destruction all around (3-6)




Horsemen Among the Myrtles

* The riders of the horses represent God’s
servants who are keeping watch over the
nations of the earth (1:7-17)

— Though the earth is at peace, the sovereign
God is ready to intervene in behalf of his
depressed people

+ God was ‘jealous” because Israel had
spurned his love

-~ He was prepared to deal with the nations who
had gone too far in punishment

— The temple and Jerusalem would be rebuilt

The Measuring Line

» Some might have thought of Jerusalem in
earthly terms (measure), but God planned
for it to be a great city without limits
protected by him (2:1-13)

+ God called for his people to come out of
Babel (the world)

* God planned to live with his people

+ All should be reverent before him

The Golden Lampstand

* He saw a lampstand with two olive trees

providing oil for the lamps (4:1-14)

— Zerubbabel (God’s signet) would not rebuild
the temple with human might but light
provided by the Spirit

— All obstacles (mountain) would be removed
and the top stone put on the temple

+ The two olive trees stand for the two
anointed ones

— Priests and kings were anointed

Four Horns and Four Smiths

+ The four horns represent the hostile

powers that had scattered God's people
(1:18-19)

+ The four smiths represent God’s agents

who would be sent to crush the
oppressors of God's people (1:20-21)

The Cleansed Priesthood

Joshua (priesthood) represented the people
before God (3:1-10)

— Satan (adversary) accused him to prevent Israel
from coming before God because of sin

God forgave Joshua's sin and clothed him in

holiness

— If he was holy and faithfully performed his duties:

— He would direct the affairs of the house of
worship, keep it free from idols and have access
to the Almighty

The Branch brings ultimate access to God

The Flying Scroll

» Zechariah saw a flying scroll with a twofold

curse (5:1-4)

— Stealing was cursed, because it was
covetousness and one violated another’s
property rights (Exo. 20:15; 17)

~ False swearing was cursed, in large measure
because it profaned God's name (Deut. 6:13;
Lev. 19:12; Exo. 20:7)

Israel had gone into captivity because of

disregard for the Law of Moses




The Basket and the WWoman The Four Chariots

. After the curses, Zechariah saw a flying * Four chariots come from between two bronze

basket with a lead cover (5:5-11)
— Inside was a woman described as wickedness

Two women with wings lifted the basket to
take it to Shinar, “a symbol of Satan’s
world government” (Hailey 346)

— It symbolizes the complete removal of evil
from God'’s kingdom

w Crowning the High Priest

“Zechariah does not refer to the Messiah
by inference or allusion. He's the most
specific of all the minor prophets in his
Messianic forecasts” (Gill 261)

Joshua (High Priest) was to be crowned
with a double tiered crown (6:9-15)
—“The Branch,” a clear reference to Christ

— He would build “the temple of the LORD” and
“sit and rule on His throne.”

— Hebrews 7:1-8:2 Priest on his throne and
minister of the sanctuary

Jehovah'’s Kingdom — 2

In contrast to earthly kings, He is humble,
as is shown by riding on the unbroken colt
of a donkey (Matt. 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-10;
Luke 19:29-38; John 12:13-19)

— Cutting off the chariot and battle bow indicate
he will not use carnal means to establish his
government (John 18:36)

— His reign would be over the entire earth,
including Israel, Judah and the nations (Ps.
72:8; Mark 16:15-16)

mountains (6:1-8)

— Red horses may represent war (Rev. 6:3-4);
Black horses with a scale in the chariot, perhaps
representing scarcity (Rev. 6:5-6)

— White horses (victory?); Grey, or variegated,
strong horses draw the fourth chariot (compare
Ezek. 14:21; 5:16-17)

The angel says the chariots are the four
winds carrying out God’s purpose

They go to the north and south, then to and
fro successfully silencing the heathen nations

Jehovah's Kingdom — 1

After announcing the judgment against the

nations, Zechariah proclaims Jehovah will

establish his kingdom (92:9-10)

— The faithful are told to rejoice and shout because
their King is coming

—~ “He was acclaimed as king on that occasion; the
people rejoiced; spread their garments before
him; they waved their paims and rejoiced” (Boles
81)

— He is just in character and rule (2 Sam. 23:3; Isa.
11:1-5; Jer. 23:5-6)

— He has salvation

The Insulting Price

* While false shepherds demanded a price,
the True Shepherd left it to them to decide
the value of his work (Zech. 11:12-13)

— Thirty pieces of silver was the price of a slave
gored by an ox (Ex. 21:32)

— The most likely explanation of “throw it fo the
potter’ is “that it was proverbial, indicating
utter worthlessness,--fling it away’” (Hailey
383)

— The Lord’s contempt for it is seen in the words
“that princely price”




The Greatness of God and
, Fate of Jerusalem
“All the heathen powers, the nations of the
unregenerate, will be gathered against
spiritual Jerusalem in attempts to destroy it,
but Jehovah will fight for His people” (Zech.
12:4; Hailey 387)

— He will smite the horses with terror and the riders
with madness

— The Lord will have the enemies utterly confused
and their weapons impotent

— This spirit of militancy against the Lord’s city and

people will lead only to the violent destruction of
the foes”

The Fountain and the
Smitten Shepherd — 1

There will be bountiful provision to remove

sin, as the “fountain” shows (13:1-2)

— Idols will be cut off in Messiah's rule

“The Man who is My Companion® is one

who is united in purpose with God (13:7)

— The command to “strike the Shepherd” shows
they fulfilled God’s purpose (Acts 2:23)

— The “scattered” sheep are the disciples (Matt,
26:31-32; Mark 14:27)

The Coming Messiah

« Zechariah describes “The day of the Lord,”
which is a day when God will make himself

known to his people

— God will fight for his people and provide a
valley of escape to the beseiged

— The Lord will reign as king over all the earth

— The curse will be on all those who war against
his holy city

— A portion of the nations will turn to the Lord in
thanksgiving

— Everyone in God's house will be holy

The Coming Messiah

« Judah would be delivered through God
pouring out the “spirit of grace and
supplication” (12:10-11)

— God’s unmerited favor would lead them to repent
and make requests of him

— Having pierced God through blasphemous
rejection, they would pierce his Son (John 19:37)

— There would be universal mourning, seemingly
like that for Josiah when, it is thought, he was

killed at Hadad Rimmon, a village near Megiddo
(2 Chron. 35:20-25)

The Fountain and the
Smitten Shepherd — 2

+ Judgment and refining will follow (13:8-9)

— Two-thirds will be “cut off and die”

— One-third will be refined by trials and
afflictions (1 Pet. 1:6-7; 4:12-13)

— They will call upon the Lord's name, he will
call them his people and they will call him

their God (Hosea 2:1, 23; Rom. 9:25-26; 1
Pet. 2:9-10)




Zechariah - The Prophet of Vision

[This is in the Prophets At-A-Glance track and the rationale for this is: In each of these the presenter should
(1) survey the book emphasizing its highlights and (2) draw a major theme from the prophet's message as
suggested by the title of the lecture for that particular book.]

"He whom the Lord remembers” is the meaning of Zechariah's name (Keil 217).-He-was of priestly
W%@nﬁ%ﬂ%@wme of the chiefs of the-priests.
who served under the high priest Jeshua at the time Zerubbabel returned from captivity (Neh. 12:1-4).
Zechariah followed his grandfather in that role during the time of Joiakim, the high priest (Neh. 12:12-16).
“He commenced his prophetic labours in the second year of Darius Hystaspes, only two months later than
his contemporary Haggai, in common with whom he sought to stimulate the building of the temple” (Ibid).
Jack Lewis (74) noted three specific dates for things found in the book. “(1) The call to repentance,
November 520 (1:1-6); (2) The night visions, February 519 (1:7-6:8); and (3) The response to the questions
about fasting, December 518 (Chaps. 7-8).”

_Zechariah, along-withBanferam Revefation-ean-be-categerized-as-apocalyptic-literature. Gill laid
[WMIEWW%HG described the first by
saying, “Often the figure or symbol suggests its own meaning. With such there is little difficulty, if one will

‘do his homework’ and place himself in the historic climate of the writer” (259-260). The first half of the
book, according to Clyde Woods, “while containing several visions granted to Zechariah, is relatively easy
to understand, consisting primarily of a call to Israel and encouragement for the responding people” (38).
Writing at nearly the same time, Haggai and Zechariah urged the Jews who had returned from captivity to
rebuild the house of the Lord.

B! Ke {he prophe N are aYavatayaa¥=Vo mare than

WM@% the people to center their hearts and minds on the
ord, and to treat their fellowmen with integrity and love™ (Willis 77). God, after announcing that he was

once more prepared to bless Jerusalem and Judah, instructed, “These are the things you shall do: Speak
each man the truth to his neighbor; Give judgment in your gates for truth, justice, and peace; Let none of

you think evil in your heart against your neighbor; And do not love a false oath. For all these are things that
| hate” (Zech. 8:16-17).

Congerning chapters 914, Woods wrote, “The second half of the book, however, is difficult to_
immjbemmmﬂweﬁm#m&kmmumm@jte@mMMmemeis%Me
Lord will accomplish-his-purpeses-forIstael” (3).

As a great prophet of the coming Messiah, Zechariah is often overlooked. “Zechariah does not

refer to the Messiah by inference or allusion. He's the most specific of all the minor prophets in his
Messianic forecasts” (Gill 261).
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33
Notes On "That Day" In Zechariah

A. The prophets Haggaj and Zechariah spoke after the children of Judah returned from
captivity. In thgyear of Cyrus’ reign he gave a decree that all the Jews could return
to Palestine if they desired (2 Chron;&6:22,23). Cyrus actually took Babylon in
559 B.C. In 536 or 537 B.C. Zerubbabel led 50,000 Jews back to Palestine where
work on the temple was begun in the second year, the second month (Ezra 3:8).
Soon thereafter the work was stopped until the second year of the reign of Darius
(Exra 5:7-24). In the second year of Darius’ reign, the sixth month, God raised up
Haggai the prophet (Haggai 1:1) and about two months later Zechariah (Zech. 1:1).
Their purpose was to stir the people to complete the work of rebuilding the temple
(Erra 5:1,2; 6:14; Haggai 1:14).

B. Inorder to understand "that day" in Zech. 13:1 we need to consider the background
in several chapters. It is true "that day" was future.at the time Zechariah-spoke

_because this was 520 years before Christ, But it is not stil s a study of the
book will show. '

establishment of the kingdom, and the Christian Dispensation. Consider:

1. Zechariah 6:12,13 refers to the coming of The Branch which all agree refers to
Christ. ‘

9. Zechariah 6:15 says "they that are far off shall come and build in the temple of
the Lord." "They that are far off" refers to the Gentiles. Peter called the
Gentiles them that "are afar off" (Acts 2:29) and Paul pictures the Gentiles as
them that "were far off" while the law was in force and before Christ died (Eph.
2:12,13). The Gentiles never did build in the literal physical temple of God in
Jerusalem so this refers to the church which is the temple of God (1 Cor. 3:16;
Eph. 2:19-22). Both Jews and Gentiles are a part of it (Eph. 2:13-16).

3. Zechariah 8 contains a promise of a greater Jerusalem which would be true for
several reasons. ‘

2. It would be called "a city of truth" (8:3). The Gospel went forth out of
Jerusalem (Luke 24:29; Acts 1:8; Acts 2:1-47).

b. It would be called "the mountain of the Lord of hosts the holy mountain”

(8:3). Isaiah 2:1,2 shows this is where the church would begin and the
government of God’s church would begin.



Zechariah 9 promises a greater king.

a. The King would come, "he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding
upon an ass, and upon a colt the foul of an ass" (9:9).

(1) 1 Peter 3:18 describes Christ as the just king.
(2) Christ brought salvation to mankind (Lk. 19:10; Acts 4:12).

(3) Christ came riding on an ass and Zechariah 9:9 is quoted by Matthew
as being fulfilled (Matt. 21:1-5).

b. The King would "speak peace unto the heathen: and his dominion shall be
from sea even to sea, and from the river even to the ends of the earth."

(1) Paul said Christ preached "peace to you which were afar off" (Eph.
2:17). -

(2) Christ has all authority in heaven and earth (Matt. 28:18).
c. Christ is the King promised.
Zechariah 10 is a promise of a greater cornerstone and a nail (10:4). The idea
of something permanent and secure. Cf. Ezra 9:8 and lIsaiah 22:23, the latter
definitely a prophecy about Christ.

Zechariah 11 is a promise of the betrayal and a broken covenant.

a. Zechariah 11:12 tells about the price of His betrayal. According to
Matthew 26:13 and 27:9 it was fulfilled at Christ’s betrayal.

b. Zechariah 11:13 is a prophecy that the money paid for Christ’s betrayal
would be used to buy a potter’s field. Matthew 27:1-9 and Acts 1:18,19
show that it was used for this purpose.

c. Christ was the shepherd that God raised up (Zech. 11:16; Cf. John
10:1ff).

Zechariah 12 is a_promise_of a_greater.sacrifice.which-would-come-=in.that
day."

a. The context "of that day" runs throughout.the .book.of Zechariah.



the coming of Christ and the beginnings of Christianity.
LELM
Note that "in that day" is mentioned in Zechariah 12:3,4,6,8,9 and 11.

"In that day" Christ would die upon the cross of Calvary as verse 10 plainly
states.

(1) "They shall look upon me whom they have pierced." John 19:37
quotes this language and applies it to Christ. Cf. Psa. 22.

(2) "They shall mourn for him."

8. . Zechariah 13 begins with "In. that day" (Zech, 13:1). (4, 2,2¢)

d.

"In that day" there would be a fountain opened for the sins and
uncleanness. Hebrews 9:11-14 clearly show that the blood of Christ was
made available and men can now enjoy its benefits, Acts 2:1-47.

It was "in that day" that God would cut off or "cause the prophets and the
unclean spirit to pass out of the land.

The context before Zechariah 13:1,2 definitely shows that "that day" refers
to the coming of Christ and the beginning of Christianity and not some day
that is yet future from our time.

9. But what about the context following Zechariah 13:1,22.

a.

Zechariah 13:4 mentions "in that day" and among the many things that

“would happen would be the smiting of the shepherd and the scattering of

the sheep (Zech. 13:7). Jesus quotes this in Matthew 26:31 and applies it
to himself. Also "in that day" "l will say, it is my people: and they shall

say, The Lord is my God" (Zech. 13:9). 2 Corinthians 6:16 quotes this

and applies it to the relations between Christ and Christians today.

Zechariah 14:4 says "and his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of
Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the o L e

(1) Christ was on Mt. Olivet many times during his personal ministry and it
was from that mount He ascended back to the Father (Acts 1:11,12).

(2) The Bible nowhere says Christ will set foot on this earth in connection
with his second coming and the judgment day, but we’ll meet Him in
the air (1 Thess. 4:13-17).



(1) Christ is now king over heaven and earth with all authority (Acts 2:36;
Matt. 28:18; 1 Pet. 3:22).

(2) Paul says there is now "one Lord" (Eph. 4:1-6).

d. Again in Zechariah 14:13 "in that day."

e. Finally in Zechariah 14:20 "in that day" there shall be "Holiness Unto The
Lord." God’s people are now holy people in the Lord (2 Cor. 6:14-18;
Heb. 12:14; 1 Pet. 1:14-16; 2:5,9).

10. An examination_of "that day" clearly indicates it was yet to come at the. time
Zechariah wrote (500 years before Christ)-but.it.is-not.still.in.the future.

2. All the evidence from the book of Zechariah shows that it referred to
events connected with the coming of Christ the first time and the early
beginnings of Christianity.

b. Revelation 20:2 has absolutely no connection with "that day" of Zechariah.

c. ltis true the Lord is coming back one day to judge the world, but the
iudement day is not the day talked about in.the book.of Zechariah. If it is
then Christ will have to do the same things He did the first time, when He
comes again, to get them "in that day." Hebrews 9:24-28 shows that
Christ will not come the second time to offer Himself as a sacrifice.




government of Cod's church would Deguii.

c. It would be where God would say ''they shall be my people, and I will be
their God in truth and in righteousness." (8:8) 2 Corinthians 6:16
quotes this language and applies it to Christians who make up the church
nov .

4. Zechariah 9 promises & greater king.

a. The King would come,"he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding

upon an ass, and upon 2 colt the fool of an ass." (9:9)

(1) 1 Peter 3:18 describes Christ as the just king.

(2) Christ brought salvation to mankind. (Lk. 19:10; Acts 4:12)

(3) Christ came riding on an ass and Zechariah 9:9 is quoted by
Matthew as being fulfilled., (Matt. 21:1-5)

b. The King would "gpeak peace unto the heathen: and his dominion shall
be from sea even to sea, ana from the river even to the ends of the
earth."

(1) Paul said Christ preached 'peace to you which were afar off"
(Eph. 2:17)
(2) Christ has all authority in heaven and earth. (Matt. 28:18)

c. Christ is the King promised.

5. Zechariah 10 is a promise of a greater cornerstone and a nail. (10:4)

The idea of something pefmanent and secure. Cf. Ezra 9:8 and Isaiah 22:

23, the latter definitely a prophecy about Christ.

6. zZechariah 11 is a promise of the betrayal and a broken covenant.

a. Zechariah 11:12 tells about the price of Hiﬁ'betrayal. According to

Matthew 26:13 and 27:9 it was fulfilled at Christ betryal.

an 10

4w wnmhecw that the money paid for Christ's betrayal



8.

Zechariah 12 is a promise of a greater sacrifice which would come "in that

day."

a. The context "of that day" runs throughout the book of Zechariah.

b. The events "of that day" that Zechariah is talking about were events
500 years in the future at the time he wrote, but which found their
fulfillment in the coming of Christ and the beginnings of Christianity.

¢. Note that "in that day" is mentioned in Zechariah 12:3,4,6,8,9 and 11.
"In that day" Christ would die upon the cross of Calvary as verse 10
plainly states.

(1) '"they shall look upon me whom they have pierced.," John 19: 37
quotes this language and applies it to Christ. Cf. Psa. 22.

(2) 'they shall mourn for him."

Zechariah 13 begins with "In that day.," (Zech. 13:1)

a. "In that day" there would be a fountain opened for the sins and un-
cleanness. Hebrews 9:11-14 clearly show that the blood of Christ was
made available and men can now enjoy its benefits. Acts 2:1-47.

b. Tt was "in that day" that God would cut off or '"cause the prophets and
the unclean spirit to pass out of the land.

¢. The context before Zechariah 13:1,2 definitely shows that '"that day"
refers to the coming of Christ and the beginning of Christianity and
not some day that is yet future from our time.

But what about the context following Zechariah 13:1,27

a. Zechariah 13:4 mentions "in that day" and among the many things that
would happen would be the smiting of the shepherd and the scattering

of the sheep. (Zech, 13:7) Jesus quotes this in Matthew 26:31 and
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(1) Christ was on Mt. 0livet many times during his personal ministry
and it was from that mount He ascended back to the Father. (Acts
1:11, 12)

(2) The Bible nowhere says Christ will set foot on this earth in
connection with his second coming and the judgment day, but we'll
meet Him in the air. (1 Thess. 4:13-17)

Ca Zechariah 14:6-9 says "in that ‘day" the "Lord shall be king over all

the earth: in that day shall there be one Lord, and hisname one."

(1) Christ is now king over heaven and earth with all authority.
(Acts 2:36; Matt. 28:18; 1 Pet. 3:22.)

(2) Paul says there is now “one Lord." (Eph. 4:1-6)

e. Finally in Zechariah 14:20 "in that day" there ghall be "Holiness Unto

The Loxd." God's people are now holy people in the Lord. (2 Coxr. 6:
14-18; Heb. 12:14; 1 Pet. 1:14-16; 2:5,9)

An examination of "that day" ‘clearly indicates it was yet to come at the

e

time Zechariah wrote (500 years before Christ) but it is not still in the
future.
a, All the evidence from the book of Zechariah shows that it referred to

events connected”ﬂith_the_gnmlng_gi Christ the first time and the early

beginnings of Christianity.

b Revelatjon 20:2 2 has “absolutely no connection with "that day" of Zechariah.

e e e

c. It is true the Lord 1s coming back one day to ‘judge the world, but the
judgment day is not_the day talked about in the book of Zechariah. 1f

1+ ia then Christ will have to do the same things He did the first time,



4

could returm to palestine if they desired. (2 Chron. 2032L,43) LYLUR w¥ETTTY
Babylon in 529 B, C. In 536 or 537 B. C. 7erubbabel led 50,000 Jews back to Palestine
where work on the temple was begun in the second year, the second month. (Ezra 3:8)
goon thereafter the work was stopped until the second year of the reign of Darius.
(Ezra 5.7-24) In the second year of parius'reign, the sixth month, God raised up
Haggai the prophet (Haggai 1:1) and about two months later 7echariah. (zech. 1:1)
Their purpose was to stir the people to complete the work of rebuilding the temple.
(Ezxa 5:1, 2; 6:14; Haggai 1: 14)

In order to understand ''that day" in Zech. 13:1 we need to consider the back-
ground in several chapters. It {s true ''that day" was future at the time- zZechariah
spokg becguggw;hismwasm520~years~before Christ. But it is not still future as a

study of the ‘book will show.

Czi "That day' does not refer to the judgment,@gywbug_;o the coming of Christ, the

establlshment of the kingdom,- and the Christian”Dispensation. Consider:

L. Zechariap“§w12 13 refers to the coming of. TheNBrangh,which all agree refers
to Christ.

2. chhariahm§;1§,says "they that are far off shall come and build in the temple
of the Lord." "They that are far off" refers to the Gentiles. Peter called
the Gentiles them that “are afar off" (Acts 2:29) and Paul pictures the
Centiles as them that "were'far off" while the 1aw was in force and before
Christ died. (Eph. 2:12,13) The Centiles nevex did build in the 1iteral
physical temple of God in Jerusalem so this refers to the church which is
the temple of God. (1 Cor. 3:16; Eph. 2.19-22) Both Jews and Gentiles are
a part of it. (Eph. 2:13-16)

3, Zechariah 8 contains a _p_,r_gmlgc,%_,Qﬁ_,.é,_gzggj;er,.,,,Iert}sa1,em which would be true
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Test Number-é: Zechariah 6-14

True or False

7

2

aliv2

June 10, 1997

Zechariah saw four chariots. .’/

The mountains were of gold. { ¥

Zechariah understood what he saw. 4 flf

These chariots are the four spirits (or winds). g

The black horses went into the south country. 6’ b

They are pictured as walking "to and fro" through the earth.é ' 7

A crown of silver and gold was to be placed on Joshua’s head. Lovdl
Zechariah mentions the BRANCH in chapter 6. 4 // 7~

The BRANCH would build the temple of God. &'/ %

The BRANCH would be priest and king on his throne at the same time. 8i15
"They that are far off" refers to the Jews still in distant countries. 6115

The four chariots in chapter six symbolizes God’s protective providence. 4// *’%

Zechariah received his second message from God (after the visions) in the
fourth year of Darius’ reign. 7,/

The seventh chapter deals with the questions of fasting. /.5

The Jews asked about fasting in the seventh month. 7.3

God mentions the fasts of both the fifth and seventh months in his answer. 7,4
God told them that their fasting was not for him but for themselves. 7 5 "é

S
!nstead of fasting God told them that they should show judgment, mercy
and compassion. /7, ¢

God named four different type people that they were not to oppress. 7,'/ &



7 28.

A heart as an adamant stone is a soft heart. /, / #—

People can reach such a state that God will not hear them. 717
God is pictured as being jealous in chapter 8. &'/

God said Jerusalem would be called a city of truth. g3
Chapter eight pictures a "remnant” of people being saved. 4 z'!

"And they shall be my people, and I will be their God" is quoted in 2
Corinthians 6:16. &/ &

God admonishes his people to be strong. &7 7

The statement "speak ye every man truth with his neighbor" is found in
chapter 8. &,'/4

God hates false oaths. .7 7
God names the fasts of four different months in chapter 8. g '/ 7

The first part of chapter 9 begins with a "burden" against the heathen

nations. & ./-%

Tyrus was a sea-coast town when Alexander the Great destroyed it. 7:'.7
3 M P i z J‘.

Chapter 9 mentions a bastarci\ruling over Ashdod. 7.’ l

Chapter 9 told them to rejoice because "behold, thy priest cometh unto

'

thee." 7, 9

The king is pictured as being just, a saviour and lowly. g "9

The king is pictured as having dominion over Palestine only. G110
Judah and Ephraim are pictured as a bow and arrow. 7'/ F

The goodness and beauty of God are pictured in chapter 9. 9,17
The idols they worshipped literally spoke vanity. /@ ,' 2_

The diviners are pictured as comforting in vain. / &, &
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chapter 10. /4! é/ 7/

The cedars of Lebanon suggest strength or that which is at the top. /]! /

Joshua was told to feed the flock of God. // :'?

The scribes, Pharisees, and Sadducees are probably pictured in chapter 11. /. r
The stave called Beauty meant unity or binders. // ' 7

God is pictured as cutting off four shepherds in one month. //,' &

The covenant that God broke in 11:10 is the one he made with Abraham.

The price paid for the shepherd and his work was thirty pieces of silver. //,'/ 2~
Thirty pieces of silver was about the price paid for a common slave. &z, &2//' 5 -
The potters’ field was a field where the very rich were buried. /7.’ /-2

A foolish shepherd is pictured in chapter 11. //,'/ 4

Man does have a spirit in his body and God formed it. / "/

"In that day" is mentioned at least six times in chapter 12. / 23,4 é/ 5 4

"And | will pour upon the house of David" probably pictured the coming of
the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. /&, /&

Zechariah 12:10 regarding those looking on the pierced one was fulfilled
when Christ hung on the cross. / 2~// ﬁgvo /9,27

Zechariah pictures a fountain being opened for sin and uncleanness. / 2/ /
The prophets and unclean spirits are pictured as being cut off. /3 /' 2

The fathers and mothers of some prophets are pictured as rejoicing in their

lies. /3/2
"Smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall follow." / 2/ 7

Zechariah 13:7 ("smite the shepherd," etc.) is quoted in the New
Testament. VA7
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_F 64. People are pictured as fleeing to the mountains in the final judgment. /¢4,"%
_&65. Matthew 23 gives a good description of the destruction of Jerusalem. M 2.4
_7/ 66. Zechariah 14 pictured "living waters" as going forth out of Jerusalem. / 4/,' 5

7 67. 1Zechariah 14 speaks of the time when there would be one Lord. /44 2

_&68. All nations are pictured as going up to literal Jerusalem to worship. / 44"/{

7 69. Bells upon horses shall be in that day. /4*/R &

7 70. Jerusalem is pictured as a city of safety. / #‘/'/ /

General Questions

1. What do the following things picture about the Messiah?

bl
a. "He shall build the temple of God" = ©,./, ,cé.,ﬂ/ﬁ —t o FA
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c. "He shall sit and rule upon his throne" (40/7) W /) 3 e
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g. "His dominion shall be from sea to sea" / N /ﬂﬂf Y S R
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Test Number 6: Zechariah 6-14 JUIlE 24, 1777
True or False

1. Zechariah saw four charfots.

9. The mountains were of gold.

7. Zechariah understood what he saw.

4. These chariots are the four spirits (or winds).

_____ 5. The black horses went into the south country.

6. Theyare pictured as walking "to and fro" through the earth.
7. A crown of silver and gold was to be placed on Joshua’s head.

8. Zechariah mentions the BRANCH in chapter 6.
9. The BRANCH would build the temple of God.

10. The BRANCH would be priest and king on his throne at the same time.

—_—

11. "They that are far off" refers to the Jews still in distant countries.

———

12. The four chariots in chapter six symbolizes God’s protective providence.

g —

P

13. Zechariah received his second message from God (after the visions) in the
fourth year of Darius’ reign.

14. The seventh chapter deals with the questions of fasting.

————

15. The Jews asked about fasting in the seventh month.

—

16. God mentions the fasts of both the fifth and seventh months in his answer.

—e

17. God told them that their fasting was not for him but for themselves.

———

18. Instead of fasting God told them that they should show judgment, mercy
and compassion.

19. God named four different type people that they were hot to oppress.

RS



21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

A heart as an adamant stone is a soft heart.

People can reach such a state that God will not hear them.
God is pictured as being jealous in chapter 8.

God said Jerusalem would be called a city of truth.
Chapter eight pictures a "remnant" of people being saved.

"And they shall be my people, and | will be their God" is quoted in 2
Corinthians 6:16.

God admonishes his people to be strong.

The statement "speak ye every man truth with his neighbor" is found in
chapter 8.

God hates false oaths.
God names the fasts of four different months in chapter 8.

The first part of chapter 9 begins with a "burden" against the heathen
nations.

Tyrus was a sea-coast town when Alexander the Great destroyed it.
Chapter 9 mentions a bastard ruling over Ashdod.

Chapter 9 told them to rejoice because "behold, thy priest cometh unto
thee."

The king is pictured as being just, a saviour and lowly.
The king is pictured as having dominion over Palestine only.
Judah and Ephraim are pictured as a bow and arrow.
The goodness and beauty of God are pictured in chapter 9.

The idols they worshipped literally spoke vanity.

Tl e W e m e e mrmdecinon o) mm mm e el e Y e st em



43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

chapter 10.
The cedars of Lebanon suggest strength or that which is at the top.
Joshua was told to feed the flock of God.

The scribes, Pharisees, and Sadducees are probably pictured in chapter
11.

The stave called Beauty meant unity or binders.

God is pictured as cutting off four shepherds in one month.

The covenant that God broke in 11:10 is the one he made with Abraham.
The price paid for the shepherd and his work was thirty pieces of silver.
Thirty pieces of silver was about the price paid for a common slave.

The potters' field was a field where the very rich were buried.

A foolish shepherd is pictured in chapter 11.

Man does have a spirit in his body and God formed it.

"In that day" is mentioned at least six times in chapter 12.

"And | will pour upon the house of David" probably pictured the coming of
the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.

Zechariah 12:10 regarding those looking on the pierced one was fulfilled
when Christ hung on the cross.

Zechariah pictures a fountain being opened for sin and uncleanness.
The prophets and unclean spirits are pictured as being cut off.

The fathers and mothers of some prophets are pictured as rejoicing in
their lies.

"Smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall follow."

Zechariah 13:7 ("smite the shepherd," etc.) is quoted in the New
Testament.



63. The Lord will stand on Mt. Olives in the next few years.

64. People are pictured as fleeing to the mountains in the final judgment.

65. Matthew 23 gives a good description of the destruction of Jerusalem.

66. Zechariah 14 pictured "living waters" as going forth out of Jerusalem.

67. Zechariah 14 speaks of the time when there would be one Lord.

68. All nations are pictured as going up to literal Jerusalem to worship.

69. Bells upon horses shall be in that day.

70. Jerusalem is pictured as a city of safety.

General Questions
1. What do the following things picture about the Messiah?

a. "He shall build the temple of God"

b. "The counsel of people shall be between them both"

c. "He shall sit and rule upon his throne"

d. "Heis just’

e. "Having salvation"

f.  "Riding upon an ass”




h. "In that day there shall be a fountain opened..."

i.  "And his feet shall stand...upon the mount of Olives"

Explain the following:

a. “Behold the man”

b. “He is the Branch”

c. “He shall grow up out of his place”

d. “He shall build the Lord’s temple”

e. “He shall bear the glory”

f.  “He shall be both king and priest on his throne”

gd. “And the counsel of peace shall be between them both”




Bonus Question: Answer correctly and receive three bonus points.

Where was the woman (representing wickedness) sitting in the ephah taken?
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23.
24,
25.
26.

27.
28.

29.
30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.
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God is pictured as being jealous in chapter 8.

God said Jerusalem would be called a city of truth.
Chapter eight pictures a "remnant” of people being saved.

"And they shall be my people, and | will be their God" is quoted in 2
Corinthians 6:16.

God admonishes his people to be strong.

The statement "speak ye every man truth with his neighbor" is found in
chapter 8.

God hates false oaths.

God names the fasts of four dlfferent months in chapter 8

. e e S B A AT 5 €

The ﬁrst part of chapter 9 begins with a "burden” against the heathen
nations.

Tyrus was a sea-coast town when Alexander the Great destroyed it.
Chapter 9 mentions a bastard ruling over Ashdod.

Chapter 9 told them to rejoice because "behold, thy priest cometh unto
thee."

The king is pictured as being just, a saviour and lowly.

The king is pictured as having dominion over Palestine only.
Judah and Ephraim are pictured as a bow and arrow.

The goodness and beauty of God are pictured in chapter 9.
The idols they worshipped literally spoke vanity.

The diviners are pictured as comforting in vain.

The "nail" mentioned in chapter ten suggests security, permanency,
solidarity.
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God is pictured as being jealous in chapter 8. f’@_

God said Jerusalem would be called a city of truth. 8’:3

Chapter eight pictures a "remnant" of people being saved. ? é

"And they shall be my people, and | will be their God" is quoted in 2 Corinthians 6:16.

God admonishes his people to be strong. z. /2

The statement "speak ye every man truth with his neighbor" is found in chapter 8. g '/ é

God hates false oaths. 6/‘ / 7

God names the fasts of four different months in chapter 8. g / ?

The first part of chapter 9 begins with a "burden” against the heathen nations. ? / /%
Tyrus was a sea-coast town when Alexander the Great destroyed it.

Chapter 9 mentions a bastard ruImg over shdoﬁ

Chapter 9 told them to rejoice becaus::)/:hold thy priest cometh unto thee." ? 7
The king is pictured as being just, a saviour and lowly. 9 ’ ?

The king is pictured as having dominion over Palestine only. 9 Y

Judah and Ephraim are pictured as a bow and arrow. ? "/ 3~/ ‘/

The goodness and beauty of God are piotured in ehapter 9. 7 , /7

The idols they worshipped literally spoke vanity. / ﬂ S A

The diviners are pictured as comforting in vain. /ﬂ /

The "nail" mentioned in chapter ten suggests security, permanency, solidarity. A 9/% e
Judah, Joseph, Ephraim, Egypt, Assyria and Lebanon are all mentioned in chapter 10. / 4 Vél‘
The cedars of Lebanon suggest strength or that whichis atthe top. // "/

Joshua was told to feed the flacknf Gad // ' 3 ,
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Ine stave called beauty meant unity or binaers. //, /&

God is pictured as cutting off four shepherds in one month. / / 1

The covenant that God broke in 11:10 is the one he made with Abraham.

The price paid for the shepherd and his work was thirty pieces of silver. // 4 7
Thirty pieces of silver was about the price paid for a common slave.

The potters' field was a field where the very rich were buried.

A foolish shepherd is pictured in chapter 1. // 2

Man does have a spiritin his body and God formed tt. /&7 /

"In that day" is mentioned at least six times in chapter 12.

"And | will pour upon the house of David" probably pictured the coming of the Holy Spirit on
Pentecost. /7 /&

Zechariah 12:10 regarding those looking on the pierced one was fulfilled when Christ hung
on the cross.

Zechariah pictures a fountain being opened for sin and uncleanness. / 3

The prophets and unclean spirits are pictured as being cut off. / 3" A

The fathers and mothers of some prophets are pictured as rejoicing in their lies. / ;3
"Smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall follow." / 5/ 7

Zechariah 13:7 ("smite the shepherd," etc.) is quoted in the New Testament. i / % /A
Zechariah 14 pictures the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70.

The Lord will stand on Mt. Olives in the next few years.

People are pictured as fleeing to the mountains in the final judgment.

Matthew 23 gives a good description of the destruction of Jerusalem.

Zechariah 14 pictured "living waters" as going forth out of Jerusalem. / L,Lf g



/g 69.  Bells upon horses shall be in that day.

/"
/ 710 Jerusalem is pictured as a city of safety.

General Questions

1.

What do the following things picture about the Messiah?

a. "He shall build the temple of God"

b.  "The counsel of people shall be between them both"

¢.  "He shall sit and rule upon his throne"

d. "Heis just"

e. "Having salvation"

f. "Riding upon an ass"

g. "His dominion shall be from sea to sea"

h. "In that day there shall be a fountain opened..."

"And his feet shall stand...upon the mount of Olives"
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. The mountains were of gold. &+ !

3. Zechariah understood what he saw.z ; Pf

1)

. These chariots are the four spirits (or winds).év J

Mals

o

The black horses went into the south country. & » 2
) )
“T 6. They are pictured as walking "to and fro" through the earth. & ' 7

T 7. A crown of silver and gold was to be placed on Joshua's head. é ;1

l

2 8. Zechariah mentions the BRANCH in chapter 6. é e

. The BRANCH would build the temple of God. £ 4 [

. The BRANCH would be priest and king on his throne at the same time. é ) 3

R

. "They that are far off" refers to the Jews still in distant countries. é ) 7
’f 12. The four chariots in chapter six symbolizes God's protective providence.

13. Zechariah received his second message from God (after the visions) in the fourth year of
Darius' reign. 7, /

The seventh chapter deals with the questions of fasting.

RN

—_
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The Jews asked about fasting in the seventh month. 7') 3

—
o

God mentions the fasts of both the fifth and seventh months in his answer. 7 ' ;

God told them that their fasting was not for him but for themselves. 7 é

—
~

L o
Instead of fasting God told them that they should show judgment, mercy and compassion.7‘ ?

p—
o
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God named four different type people that they were not to oppress. 7. /@

—
©

7; 20. Their fathers had listened to the former prophets. 7 / / ~

n

A heart as an adamant stone is a soft heart.

n

22. People can reach such a state that God will not hear them. Vs / 3

'r 2 God is nictired as beina iealous in chaoter 8. 87 -
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"And they shall be my people, and | will be their God" is quoted in 2 Corinthians 6:16.
God admonishes his people to be strong. 5 ; /3
The statement "speak ye every man truth with his neighbor" is found in chapter 8. ?{f / é

God hates false oaths. f/,,: ’/ 7

God names the fasts of four different months in chapter 8. ?’ / ?

Bonus Question: If you get all parts correct you will receive five extra points. Be specific in your answer.
The angel promised Joshua a three-fold reward if he was righteous in his personal deportment and was
faithful in his discharge of priestly duties. Name the three parts of the reward.

a.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20

Zechariah saw four chariots.

The mountains were of gold.

Zechariah understood what he saw.

These chariots are the four spirits (or winds).

The black horses went into the south country.

They are pictured as walking "to and fro" through the earth.

A crown of silver and gold was to be placed on Joshua's head.
Zechariah mentions the BRANCH in chapter 6.

The BRANCH would build the temple of God.

The BRANCH would be priest and king on his throne at the same time.
"They that are far off" refers to the Jews still in distant countries.

The four chariots in chapter six symbolizes God's protective providence.

Zechariah received his second message from God (after the visions) in
the fourth year of Darius’ reign.

The seventh chapter deals with the questions of fasting.
The Jews asked about fasting in the seventh month.

God mentions the fasts of both the fifth and seventh months in his
answer.

God told them that their fasting was not for him but for themselves.

Instead of fasting God told them that they should show judgment, mercy
and compassion.

God named four different type people that they were not to oppress.

Their fathers had listened to the farmer nronhete
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1. Zechariah saw four chariots.

2. The mountains were of gold.

3. Zechariah understood what he saw.

4. These chariots are the four spirits (or winds).

5. The black horses went into the south country.

6. They are pictured as walking "to and fro" through the earth.

7. A crown of silver and gold was to be placed on Joshua’s head.

8. Zechariah mentions the BRANCH in chapter 6.

9. The BRANCH would build the temple of God.
10. The BRANCH would be priest and king on his throne at the same time.
11.  "They that are far off" refers to the Jews still in distant countries.
12, The four chariots in chapter six symbolizes God’s protective providence.

13.  Zechariah received his second message from God (after the visions) in the
fourth year of Darius’ reign.

14, The seventh chapter deals with the questions of fasting.

15. The Jews asked about fasting in the seventh month.

16.  God mentions the fasts of both the fifth and seventh months in his answer.
17 God told them that their fasting was not for him but for themselves.

18. Instead of fasting God told them that they should show judgment, mercy
and compassion.

19.  God named four different type people that they were not to oppress.

20. Their fathers had listened to the former prophets.
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41.
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God is pictured as being jealous in chapter 8.

God said Jerusalem would be called a city of truth.
Chapter eight pictures a "remnant” of people being saved.

"And they shall be my people, and | will be their God" is quoted in 2
Corinthians 6:16.

God admonishes his people to be strong.

The statement "speak ye every man truth with his neighbor" is found in
chapter 8.

God hates false oaths.
God names the fasts of four different months in chapter 8.

The first part of chapter 9 begins with a "burden" against the heathen
nations.

Tyrus was a sea-coast town when Alexander the Great destroyed it.
Chapter 9 mentions a bastard ruling over Ashdod.

Chapter 9 told them to rejoice because "behold, thy priest cometh unto
thee."

The king is pictured as being just, a saviour and lowly.

The king is pictured as having dominion over Palestine only.
Judah and Ephraim are pictured as a bow and arrow.

The goodness and beauty of God are pictured in chapter 9.
The idols they worshipped literally spoke vanity.

The diviners are pictured as comforting in vain.

The "nail" mentioned in chapter ten suggests security, permanency,
solidarity.
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51.
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60.
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62,

The cedars of Lebanon suggest strength or that which is at the top.

Joshua was told to feed the flock of God.

The scribes, l;harisees, and Sadducees are probably pictured in chapter 11.
The stave called Beauty meant unity or binders.

God is pictured as cutting off four shepherds in one month.

The covenant that God broke in 11:10 is the one he made with Abraham.
The price paid for the shepherd and his work was thirty pieces of silver.
Thirty pieces of silver was about the price paid for a common slave.

The potters’ field was a field where the very rich were buried.

A foolish shepherd is pictured in chapter 11.

Man does have a spirit in his body and God formed it.

"In that day” is mentioned at least six times in chapter 12.

"And I will pour upon the house of David" probably pictured the coming of
the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.

Zechariah 12:10 regarding those looking on the pierced one was fulfilled
when Christ hung on the cross.

Zechariah pictures a fountain being opened for sin and uncleanness.
The prophets and unclean spirits are pictured as being cut off.

The fathers and mothers of some prophets are pictured as rejoicing in their
lies.

"Smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall follow."

Zechariah 13:7 ("smite the shepherd,” etc.) is quoted in the New
Testament.

Zechariah 14 pictures the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70.
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65. Matthew 23 gives a good description of the destruction of Jerusalem.

66. Zechariah 14 pictured "living waters" as going forth out of Jerusalem.

67. Zechariah 14 speaks of the time when there would be one Lord.

68.  All nations are pictured as going up to literal Jerusalem to worship.

69.  Bells upon horses shall be in that day.

70.  Jerusalem is pictured as a city of safety.

General Questions

1. What do the following things picture about the Messiah?

a. "He shall build the temple of God"

b. "The counsel of people shall be between them both"

¢. "He shall sit and rule upon his throne"

d. "Heis just"

e. "Having salvation"

f. "Riding upon an ass"

g. "His dominion shall be from sea to sea"




43.
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54,
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57.
58.
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62.

The cedars of Lebanon suggest strength or that which is at the top.

Joshua was told to feed the flock of God.

The scribes, lsharisees, and Sadducees are probably pictured in chapter 11.
The stave called Beauty meant unity or binders.

God is pictured as cutting off four shepherds in one month.

The covenant that God broke in 11:10 is the one he made with Abraham.
The price paid for the shepherd and his work was thirty pieces of silver.
Thirty pieces of silver was about the _price paid for a common slave.

The potters’ field was a field where the very rich were buried.

A foolish shepherd is pictured in chapter 11.

Man does have a spirit in his body and God formed it.

"In that day" is mentioned at least six times in chapter 12.

"And [ will pour upon the house of David" probably pictured the coming of
the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.

Zechariah 12:10 regarding those looking on the pierced one was fulfilled
when Christ hung on the cross.

Zechariah pictures a fountain being opened for sin and unEleanness.
The prophets and unclean spirits are pictured as being cut off.

The fathers and mothers of some prophets are pictured as rejoicing in their
lies.

"Smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall follow."

Zechariah 13:7 ("smite the shepherd," etc.) is quoted in the New
Testament.

Zechariah 14 pictures the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70.



i. "And his feet shall stand...upon the mount of Olives"

Bonus Question: Nhanah 6:12-13 (without Wnd you will receive five
extra points. \ /
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List all the references to Christ as the Messiah or different ways He is mentioned in
Zechariah, and what each term means — Just Brief Answers.

1.

10.
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19.

20.



MALACHI

James Meadows

Introduction
1. Malachi
a. His name means “my messenger.”
b. We know nothing about Malachi except what is found in this book.
c.  John Kachelman in his book, Studies in Malachi, suggests the following

characteristics of Malachi learned from his prophecy.

(1)  First, he was willing to be used by God (1:1).

(2) Second, he courageously confronted error in religious practice (1:6, 14).

(3) Third, he exhibited sensitivity regarding departure from God’s
commands (1:12; 2:8; 3:9).

(4) Fourth, he boldly demanded repentance (4:1ff).

(5) Fifth, he had a vision of the coming Messiah (3:1-3) (page 5).

Historical background leading up to Malachi.

~0ooTw

Zerubbabel and the people return from Babylon (Ezra 3:1-4 - 536 B.C.).
Foundation of the temple started (Ezra 3 — 535 B.C.).

Work of Haggai and Zechariah started (52 B.C.)

Temple finished (Ezra 4:15 - 515 B.C.). B

Ezra goes to Jerusalem with a letter from Artaxerxes (Ezra 7:8 — 458 B.C.).
In the 20™ year of Artaxerxes, Nehemiah goes to Jerusalem to rebuild the
walls (Nehemiah 2 — 444 B.C.).

Some facts revealed in Malachi.

a.

b.

Malachi contains 55 verses and God is mentioned in 53 of them. God is the
all important subject.

Characteristics of God:

(1) Love (1:2; 2:11).

(2) Hate (1:3; 2:13, 16).

(3) Angry (1:4).

(4) Wearied (2:17).

(5) Has pleasure.and displeasure (11:10, 13; 3:4).
(6) Threatens (2:3; 3:11).

(7) Blesses (3:10-12).

(8) Curses (2:2, 9, 12; 3:9).

(9) Key Words

(10) “Lord” — 46 times

(11) “Says the Lord” — 25 times

(12) Lord of Hosts — 20 times
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(14) First of the prophets to omit a judgment against the heathen, but he
certainly presents judgment against Israel.

During the time of Nehemiah and Malachi similar condition prevailed.

The priesthood was polluted (Neh. 13:29; Mal. 2:8).

Their marriages involved them with paganism (Neh. 13:13-27; Mal. 2:10-16).
They were not paying the tithes (Neh. 13:10-12; Mal. 3:10).

Abuse of the poor (Neh. 5:1-5; Mal.3:5).

Malachi’s work probably came just a little later than Nehemiah — about 440
B.C.

®eo T

A question asked some eight times in the book reveals the condition of the people

- “Wherein” or “How?”

a.  “Wherein has thou loved us?” (1:2) — They doubted the genuineness of
God's love.

b. “Wherein have we despised thy name?” (1:6) — The name of the Lord

despised by the priest.

“Wherein have we polluted thee?” (1:7) — The sacrifices were polluted.

“Wherefore” (2:14) — Marriage rites were defiled.

“Wherein have we wearied thee?” (2:17) — God’s justice doubted.

“Wherein shall we return?” (3:7) — There was perpetual departure from God.

“Nherein have we robbed thee” (3:8) — They were robbing God.

“Wherein have we spoken against thee?” (3:14) — Blasphemy.

S@ ™o a0

Malachi uses the dialectic method of teaching.

a. An assertion is made.

b. A questions that the assertion provoked is raised.

c. There is an elaboration of the original assertion with additional facts and
illustrations.

Statements God made about them.

| have loved you (1:2-3).

You have despised my name (1:6-7).

Judah has been faithless (2:16-16).

You have wearied the Lord with your words (2:17).

From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes (3:7).
You have robbed me (3:8)

Your words have been stout against me (3:13).

@*oopTw
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Malachi 1:1-5 - God’s love for the nation—undeniable.
Unacceptable Sacrifices - 1:6-14.

Malachi 2:1-9 - Unkept obligations - Priests.

Malachi 2:10-16 - Untrue husbands - divorces.

‘Malachi 2:17-3:1-6 - Unexpected judgment.

Malachi 3:7-12 - Unmeasured blessings.

Malachi 3:13-4:3 - Unwarranted assertions - they denied there was justice.
Malachi 4:4-6 - Unforgettable farewell.

l) Admonition - v. 4 -_"Remember."

2) Promise - v. 5 - "1 will send.”

3) Warning - v. 6 - "Lest | come and.smite the earth with a curse,”

Discussion: The following outline is taken from James Meadows’ book, A Study of the
Minor Prophets, pp. 51-52).

God Really Loves Israel (Malachi 1:1-5).
A. In view of all that was happening some questioned that God loved lIsrael.

B. God points out his love by saying "I loved Jacob, and yet | hated Esau." The
expression "hate” here means "loved less." {Cf. Gen. 29:31; Deut. 21:15).
1. Judah was punished, but restored after 70 years (Jer. 29).

2. Edom (Esau) was destroyed forever.
3. Jacob stands for Israel (came from Jacob).
4. Esau stands for Edom (came from Esau).
5. The passage is not talking about individuals, but the two nations at this
particular time. Note the context:
a. God had returned Israel from captivity and they had rebuilt the temple.
Proof that God loved Israel.
b. Had the Edomites returned? No! Proof that God hated them and their
wickedness (Jer. 49:7ff; 25:9,21).
(1)  Cyrus had allowed the Israelites to return and rebuild.
(2)  But the Edomites had not returned, furthermore God had said if
they try to rebuild I'll see that they are not successful (v. 4).
6. God hated the nation and the way they lived.
a. Consider Genesis 12:3.
b. Consider Genesis 25:22.
c. Refused to let Israel pass through their land (Num. 20:14ff).
d. Consider Psalms 137:1-7.
e. Consider Revelation 2:6.

7. Thus God gives proof that he had loved them. Every false doctrine grows
out of a false concention of God. That shows all the wav throueh the book
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A.

Jehovah dishonored, and they are so depraved that they inquire, "Wherein?"
(Malachi 1:6).

. Offer polluted bread—that is, contrary to law. Leviticus 1 and 22 forbids

certain types of offerings. "Bread" includes all types of offerings. This refers to
the sacrifices (Lev. 21:6; Ezek. 44:7).

They said "table of Jehovah is contemptible” (Malachi 1:7). No respect for.

. A challenge to offer to their Persian Pasha their blind and crippled animals.

They were offering to God, the | Am that | Am, a gift so contemptible that they
should have been executed for contempt if offered to Pasha (Malachi 1:8).

God had rather have doors of temple closed than to have such worship (Malachi
1:10). This is nothing but "temple trampling" (Isa. 1:12). Do we have such
worship today? Do we use our income for our own pleasures and then give God
the scraps and leftovers like we do the dogs and cats?

. Promise of glorious future when Gentiles will worship acceptably to God

(Malachi 1:11) (Cf. Jon. 4:24). Rev. 5:8 - Incense - Heb. 13:15-16 - Pure
offering.

. Hirelings expose their true attitudes: Not satisfied with what they get, and

complain of the work involved in offering sacrifices (Malachi 1:12-13).

. Man condemned who could do better in his sacrifice (Malachi 1:14; Cf. 2 Cor.

8:12). "This oracle of Malachi will never go out of date as long as the world
“has people who feel that though nothing is.too.good. for.our.homes, just

A A

_anything will do for the Lord" (Lewis)..

. This is a special oracle for priests.

1. Their blessings to be cursed (Malachi 2:2).
2. They refused to lay it to heart.

Contrast between Levi and his descendants as regards covenant.

1. Levi:

My covenant with HIM, i.e., guarded as precious thing (Malachi 2:5).
Of life and peace. :

He feared - reverenced - the Lord. Contrast with verse 6 of Chapter 1.
Law of truth in his mouth - Knew Lord’s will. Function. Hag. 2:11.

Unrighteousness not in his lips - that is no crookedness.
Walked with the Lord ({Amos 3:3).

no a0 oW
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a. But YE are turned aside - do not do work that you should do.
b. Cause others to stumble.

c. In so doing have corrupted covenant of Levi.
K. All such religious leaders to be despised (Malachi 2:9).
God hates divorce or putting away (Malachi 2:10-16).

A. The men of Judah were dealing treacherously with the wives of their youth.
V. 15 - "not one has done so who had a residue of the spirit" (ASV).

B. "In a world where at least one marriage in three marriages ends in divorce and
where the mixed marriage is common in which the effect upon the children is
largely ignored, we would do well to listen to Malachi" (Lewis).

C. Dlvorce—ls it intrinsically wrong?
. Legally there is such a thing as divorce from bed and board (William

e

Woodson).
a. Few years ago there was a man in Jackson that was extremely mean to his
family.
b. She finally kicked him out and told him, "I don’t want to get married
again,” and if you straighten up you can come back.
c. The elders agreed with her decision.
2. | Corinthians 7:11-12:
a. "depart" — Greek word charizo.
b. "Asunder"
c. "Unmarried" —Greek word agamos.
d. "Married" — Mt. 19:9 — gameo.
e. The person here is unmarried—thus divorced.
3. God hated it under the circumstances. What were the circumstances?
a. "Dealt treacherously," 2:11a,14,15,16.

"Profaned the holiness of the Lord" (11b).

"Hypocritical in their offerings," 2:12-13.

Covereth violence with his garment, 2:16.

In the midst of all this they were putting away the wives of their youth.

4. ln Matthew 19:9 the Lord condones divorce and remarriage where
fornication has been committed. If divorce is intrinsically wrong (essential,
innate, inherent, inborn, ingrained) then the Lord was condoning that which
was intrinsically wrong even for one who had the right to marry again.

5. There is a difference in something that may be circumstantially permissible
(due to the circumstances under which something occurs) but not intrinsically
evil.

a. Heb. 6:4—Impossible to save. Under the circumstances.

s.n =

('D



C.

TN G MRS SIIEE VW WRILLL DML RI .

But were there circumstances under which one might be restored?

IV. Some of the specific sins of Judah are seen (Malachi 2:17 - 3:18).

A\ \ spirit_of skepticism about serving God (Ma!achl 2:17 - 3:6).
. God answers their question about "Where is the God of judgment?” (2:17).

a.
b.

He tells them that he will,C come himself (3:1).

But he will send his messenger before him to prepare his way (3:1).

(1) This prophecy is based upon Isaiah 40:3-5.

(2) This messenger is the Elijah of 4:5.

(3) The messenger is John the Baptist (Matt. 3:3; Mk. 1:3; Lk. 3:4; ]n.
1:23; Matt. 11:7-15; 17:10-13).

Three palpable and incontrovertible proofs of Christ’s divinity.

(1) "First, he is identified with Jehovah: "he shall prepare the way before
ME.’— saith Jehovah."

(2) Secondly, He is represented as the Proprietor of the temple.

(3) Thirdly, He is characterized as ... The Sovereign, a title nowhere
given in this form to any except Jehovah" (Ebenezer Henderson, The
Twelve Minor Prophets, Baker Book House, 1980, p. 456).

. "He shall prepare the way before me."

(1) Referring to ancient custom of sending one on ahead to cut through
rocks and forests to make the way smooth.

(2) It means "to clear, clear away, put in order, prepare," which John
the Baptist did.

"And the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple."

(1) "Suddenly" does not mean immediately, but his coming would be
sudden, unannounced, and unexpected.

(2) The temple here refers to the spiritual temple, the church (Eph.
2:21).

"Even the messenger of the covenant."

(1) The messenger (angel) of the covenant is here identified as the
Messiah.

(2) God had promised that He, the Messiah, would be "for a covenant
of the people” — that is for a personal bond between Jehovah and
His people (Isa. 42:6; 49:8).

(3) Jesus is the mediator of the New Covenant, the covenant of peace
(Heb. 9:15; 13:20).

"Who ye delight in...."

(1) The one the pious Jews expect and desire.

(2) They "looked for the redemption in Jerusalem and waited for the
consolation of Israel" (Luke 2:25,38).

. He will come, not as they expected, but in a purifying judgment (v. 2).

(1) The unbelieving skeptics will not be able to stand—these are his own
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from the silver (v. 2).

(3) He will be "like fuller’s sope" — one "who washes and thickens cloth,
who will cleanse with a strong lye soap" (Haley, p. 419).

(4) The "sons of Levi" are the first to feel the judgment of the Lord (v.
3).

(a) He will purge them as gold and silver — inwardly.

(b) "An offering in righteousness" — it will be offered sincerely.

(c) This refined priesthood is the spiritual priesthood under the new
covenant (1 Pet. 2:5,9).

— They are fruit of our lips (Heb. 13:15-16).
— Under these conditions the offering of the new nation would
be pleasant and acceptable "As in the days of old" (v. 4).

(5) Then he will come in judgment against all wicked people (v. 5). This
is his answer to those who charged that he was not a God of justice.
(a) God would judge these moral and ethical sins.

(b) The root of all their actions was clear — They did not fear
Jehovah. "When this respect for Jehovah is gone, there is no
restraining force against evil" (Haley, p. 420).

"For | am the Lord, I change not" (v. 6).

(1) Man can depend on this immutable principle in all ages.

(2) "Though the sentence passed against evil works (v. 5) be not
executed speedily, yet it will be executed for he is the Lord; he
changes not" (Matthew Henry, p. 1198).

(3) "His infinite love, which is basic to His immutable character, will
provide mercy that they be not completely consumed; but his eternal
hatred for sin will consume with the fire of His everlasting justice
those who are His adversaries (cf. Ps. 89:14ff; 97:2ff)" (Haley, p.
420).

B. Withholding of tithes that belonged to God (Malachi 3:7-12).

1.

Israel had always turned from God and had failed to recognize that his
blessings were conditional (Lev. 26; Deut. 28) (v. 7).

. But God invites them to return and receive his blessings.

b. But they asked "Wherein shall we return?"

. "They are so ignorant of themselves, and of the strictness, extent, and

spiritual nature, of the divine law, that they think they need no
repentance. They are firmly resolved to go on in sin" (Henry, p. 1198).

. They were withholding the tithes that belonged to God.
a. There were three tithes commanded (Lev. 27:30-33; Deut. 12:18;

14:28).

b. There were also the offerings (Deut. 18:4; Neh. 13:10-12).
. Because of their refusal to acknowledge God’s claim (Deut. 10:14) they

had bheen cursed with a curse.
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C. Stout words against God (Malachi 3:13-18). Cf. Jude 15.

1. "Stout" means "hard, harsh, violent."

2. They said it was vain to serve God (v. 14).

3. They said (v. 15):
a. The proud are happy.
b. The wicked are set up.
¢. They that tempt God are delivered.

4. But even in the midst of all this God still has his remnant (Cf. 1 Kgs. 19:18).
a. God has his book of remembrance (Ex. 32:32ff; Psa. 56:8; 69:28;

139:16; Ezek. 13:9; Dan. 7:10; 12:1; Phil. 4:3; Rev. 20:12).

b. God will always be mindful of those that serve him (vv. 17-18).

V. Close of the Old Testament (Malachi 4:1-6).

VI.

A. Punishment of the wicked (Malachi 4:1).
B. The sun of righteousness (Malachi 4:2,3).
C. The coming of Elijah (Malachi 4:4-6).
Some Great Lessons From Malachi.

A. All unacceptable worship to_God. grows out of a wrong attitude.,

1. If one understands honor to one’s earthly father then honor God our Father
(v. 6).
2. First, notice how they were failing to honor God in worship (v. 7).
3. Second, they were desecrating the altar (v. 8).
a. They thought the altar was contemptible.
b. They were giving God the leftovers.
c. What do | bring when | come to worship God?
d. If I just give God the leftovers, then he will not accept it.
(1) "But I don’t have time." Does God just have the leftover of my
time?
(2) "But | don’t want to give sacrificially.” Does God just have the
leftovers of my money?
(3) "But I don’t want to do anything - use my talents." Does God just
have the leftovers?
4. Attitude of indifference in service (v. 10).
a. Do we serve God because we expect to receive something from God or

because we love him and the value for which he stands (cf. Job 1:8-10;
13:10).
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what they want and they quit.
5 Attitude toward that which we offer (v. 11; cf. Rom. 2:17-29).
6. Attitude toward the worship service (V. 13). What is my attitude toward
worship and God’s standard?
7. Cursed be the deceiver (v. 14).
a. God looks on the heart (1 Sam. 16:7).
b. We can’t hide anything from God.

B. ,Lt_,i_s,imnggsiblﬁ_xg_w_o,rgbjg_ggd,_ without the following:

One cannot worship God without love.

One cannot worship God without reverence.

It is impossible to worship God without sacrifice - Mal. 1:6-8.

It is impossible to worship God with a wrong motive, Mal. 1:10.

It is impossible to worship God without instruction in the truth - Mal. 2:7.

It is impossible to worship God without obedience, 2:13-15 - Broken homes.
Cf. 1 Pet. 3:7.

7. What happened in the collapse of Israel’s worship? 3:14; 1:13.

oV WD



‘I'hings Said About Levi

He feared God (v. 5).

He was afraid before his name (v. 5).

The law of truth was in his mouth (v. 6).
Iniquity was not found on his lips (v. 6).

He walked with God in peace and equity (v. 6).

He turned away many from iniquity (v. 6).



Malachi 3:

1.

The Lord’s coming will be both a blessing and judgment.
a. God’s judgment will begin at God’s own house (cf. I Peter 4:17).
b.

God does not change.

a. God’s plan was to save the world.

b. God’s love has not changed.

c. God’s attitude toward sin has not changed.
d.

Giving grows out of the proper attitude toward life.

a. Their attitude was wrong.

b. Think about the Macedonians (II Corinthians 8:1 ff).
c. Acts 20:35.
d..

One group spoke against the Lord —

Another group feared the Lord and spake often one to another —



21.
22.
23.
24.

. Corrupting the covenant of God;
. Applying the laws of God with partiality;

. Drawing conclusions that were unjustified and that

25.
26.
21.
28.
29.
30.
31,
32.
33.

34. ,
May God be with us and bless us as W meditate often upo!

the great lessons 0 be learned from the book of Malachi.

Failure to honor, 10 Iespvves = 2~

Failing to show proper respect for things sacred;
Failing to worship exactly as God prescribed;
Failing to give as God had instructed;
Profaning the name of God;

An attitude of contempt for divinely prescribed worship;
Attempting {0 deceive God;

Worshiping in vain;

Turning aside from God’s way;

Causing others 0 stumble;

Being inconsiderate of and unfaithful to each other;
Profaning the Lord’s sanctuary (defiling the body);
Becoming involved in idolatry;

Disregarding God’s laws on marriage and divorce;

Failing to respect God’s laws regarding the home;

Engaging in loose talk;

were false;

Sorcery;

Adultery;

False swearcrs;

Oppressing others;

Failing to be compassionate;

Failing to revere God;

Disregarding God’s law;

Failing to understand the goodness of God;
Robbing God;

Failing to give as God required;

Speaking words of blasphemy;

Rendering partial service;

Drawing unwarranted conclusions in matters pertaining
to God; ’
‘Worshiping in form, but not in reality.
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robbery God says: (1) W111 a man rob God" (2) Yet you are robbing
Me. The people asked: “How have we robbed Thee?” Then, God
explains. He says: (1) You have robbed Me in tithes and offerings;
(2) You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me; and, (3) The
whole nation is robbing Me.

God instructs the people: (1) Bring the whole tithe into the
storehouse, so there may be food in my house; (2) Test Me, put me
to the test: see if I will not open the windows of heaven for you; see
if I will not pour out for you a “more than sufficient blessing.”

God promises: (1) I will abundantly bless you; (2) I will rebuke’
the devouring locusts; (3) I will bless your land and your vines; (4) -
All nations shall call you blessed; (5) You shall be a delightful land.

These observations:

...1..God is not pleased with partial service, _He commanded.the
Jews to “bring the whale iithe . 00t just.a pait.ofdt. God’s people
NOW are mstructed ) to love God with ALL the heart, mind, soul,
and strength (Mark 12:29,30); (2) to put God and His kingdom FIRST
(Matt. 6:33); (3) to fasten the mind upon things that are above (Col.
3:2); (4) to give as we have been prospered (I Cor. 16:1,2). God
demands total commitment and is not pleased when we do less than -
He has required of us.

2ILis tragic indeed that men CAN.and. that men DO rob God.
Old Testament Judah robbed God by withholding from G "
which was due to God. They were thus guilty of the sin of defraud
ing God. James refers to the wages which are owed, but which are
kept back by fraud (Jas. 4:4). Paul says to husbands and wives
“Defraud ye not one another ..." ( Cor. 7:5).
, Menrob God: _(1).by. fajling_to_use their {i

61 13)5 (mimmpmmme

unto God (Ro % : !

the nurture and admomg_qg gf, me.,,Lmd (pr, Q,@,m@__hxzmhnw
give as_they ought to_give, keeping.. for themselves..that.which
___y__z_actuall ought tmo be .gm“ am t.,aomme m@wmkm@mmmm :

The New estamentteaches that we aretorenderunto God the 3
things that are God’s (Matt. 22:21); that we are “stewards,” respon-
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Will a Man Rob God?
THAMIES /MEAQo WS

Introduction.

1. What if | should introduce this class by saying: "This morning you came to church
from a stolen home, driving a stolen car, wearing stolen clothes, and adorned with
stolen jewelry. The reason | say this is because you paid for these things with
money withheld from God. You took that which was rightfully His and spent it on
your self."

(a) s this too shocking and tactless?
(b) But men can, have and will rob God.

2. When men keep for themselves that which rightfuily belongs to the Lord they have
robbed God.

3. Malachi 3:8-10 was not written at a time of supra-abundance, but at a time when
the Jews were extremely poor.

(a)  The Jews had just returned from captivity and were rebuilding the walls.

(b)  But the unfavorable circumstances were no excuse of their neglect.

(c)  The amount withheld, whether smail or great, that is due the Lord is the
robbery. The Macedonians, in deep poverty, put to shame those in
Corinth. (2 Cor. 8:1, 11)

Discussion.
[ HOW DO MEN ROB GOD TODAY?
A. Some rob God by not giving at all.
1. Some, like the Dead Sea, are dead trying to hitch-hike a ride to

heaven.
2. Some are not giving because they are saying "It is Corban.”
a. The Pharisees freed a man from obligation to parents if he
said "it is Corban" - a gift to God. (Mk. 7:9-12)
b. Some today feel free from giving to God because they are
using all to support others.
C. Some say, "l don't give because | don't have much cash. |

' am investing my money."
B. Some rob God by giving a portion but not in proportion to_their ability.
1. God said, "And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the
land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s; it is holy unto the
Lord." (Lev. §27:30)
2. "Bring you all the tithes into the storehouse . . ." (Mal. 3:10)
a. The Jews robbed God by failing to bring "all the tithes" ("the
whole tithe" - ASV) into the storehouse.
b. They robbed God, not because they were failing to give at
all, but because they were failing to give the amount God
required.
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prospered."
2. Some questions:
a. When you aré absent, do you send your contribution?
b. When you aré absent, but don't send it, do you double it the
next Sunday?
C. What did you do with that money you vskipped" giving the
Sunday you were away?

~

3. npccording to our prosperity" belongs to the Lord each week
whether we give it or not.
4. What about those people who are faithful to observe the Lord’s

supper on sunday night, but do not give?
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forget they have two incomes.
. Then there aré unexpected increases, bonuses, gifts, efc.
F. MEN ROB GOD BY EXTRAVAGANCE AND WASTEFULNESS.
1. The insatiable desire to keep up with friends and neighbors drains
off what many owe God.
2. Some plunge themselves SO deeply in debt that they have nothing
left to give God and then excusé it by saying, "l have not been

prospered.”
3. Some of the members of the church could triple their giving and not
be deprived a single luxury, much less necessity. What do you
say?
WHY DO MEN ROB GOD?
A. Some rob God pecause of ingratitude.
1. God had loved \srael even before they were a nation and then when

they became a nation, yet they could still ask mA/herein hast thou

loved us?" (Mal. 1:2)

2. The cruelest of all human traits is ingratitude.
a. Ravenge S crue! because it returns evil for avil, but

ingratitude returns evil for good.

b. Jesus asked "Where are the nine?" (Luke 17:17)

3. The Christian who fails to communicate” (give) mocks God and is
sowing to the flesh. (Gal. 6:6-8)

B. Men rob God because they do not know how important liberal giving is t0
the upbuilding and salvation of their own souls as well as the advance of
the truth.

1. The Jews of Malachi’s day said "pehold, what a weariness is it! and
ye have snuffed at it." (Mal. 1:12) How many do the same?

t was "holy". (Lev. 27:30)

L any today regard the contribution as sacred and holy?
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HOW VICH DNUU Vv
V.P. Black

One way a man can rob God today is to withhold money from the collection plate. If an individual ought to be giving
thirty dollars on the Lord's Day and he only gives five, he has robbed God of twenty-five dollars just as surely as Jesse
James ever robbed a bank. So many members of the church have been stealing from God so long until it is respectable
in many places, but it is just as ugly in the sight of God today as it was in the days of Malachi. Itis a common thing to
hear a man say, "Well, 1 know I don't give as 1 should.* He seems 10 think nothing of it. Brother, let me tell you
something. If you are not giving as you should, you had better start immediately, and sooner if you can.

What would you think of a man who would sit up in Sunday School class and say, "I know 1 don't tell the truth as I
should,"” or "I know I don’t refrain from using profanity as I should, or "I know I don't refrain from adultery as I
should.” What would you think of this man? Brother, every one of them is in the same category as far as God is
concerned.

Another way a man can rob God is to take it out of the collection plate. I was preaching in a revival in a certain town,
and one of the brethren said, “Brother Black, the most awful thing has happened here." Upon inquiring 1 learned that
a brother had been stealing money out of the collection plate. This brother thought this was the first time it had ever
happened. 1 said, "No, this is not the first time, in fact, they are doing it all over the country.” He said, "You don't
mean it." 1 replied, “O yes, that is the most prevalent sin in the church." Now, it is true that most people steal the money
before it is put in the collection plate. What is the difference? One man holds outa part of the money he ought to give,
and the other man puts all in the collection place he should but helps count the money and steals what he put in the
collection plate. What is the difference? 1 tell you there is no difference, unless it is the difference between tweedly-dee
and tweedly-dum.

ST (1

3. Verse 9: "Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.”

a. God's charge was not against a few isolated people in Israel, but against them all. The whole generation, with perhaps
a few isolated exceptions, was guilty of this sin.

b. God has a right to the portion that he required them to give 10 his cause; they would not starve if they did what he
demanded. And the giving was beneficial to them, for it developed in them the kind of hearts that are permitted into
heaven. It also opened the way for God to bring upon them even greater blessings.

¢. By robbing God, they were robbing themselves. When they refused to obey the Lord in this matter, they brought upon
themselves a great curse. To read their history for the 400 years between Malachi's time and the coming of Christ,
is to see the truth in the Lord's promise of punishment. Although wicked men may suffer some tremendous hardships
on earth, these are nothing in comparison t0 the horrors that await them in Gehenna.

4. Verse 10: "Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith,
saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not
be room enough to receive it.”

a. The Lord offers them the opportunity of putting him to the test. If they would bring all the tithes into the storehouse,
they would be able to see that God's ability to bless is boundless.

b. God would open the windows of heaven so as to pour out for them a blessings that they could scarcely have place to
store. One would be foolish indeed to turn down such an offer! Yet they maintained their adamant claim to be
guiltless of wrongdoing.

~ Gad makes a similar requirement of us, that we give as we have been prospered. He has setno minimum amount

/e gIve a8 We B e eaith and trust we have in the Lord. He
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5. Verse 11: "And T will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; NEIUIET stiak
your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts."
a. God's offer here is built on the condition that they follow the requirements of the previous verse. If they would do

that, not only would he open the windows of heaven for them, but he would rebuke the devourer for their sakes.

b. The devourer in a reference 10 the enemies of their crops, such as the locusts, the weather, the east wind, and mildew.

Cf. Amos 4:9; Haggai 2:17. Obedience to God has many benefits! His providence can prevent many natural
disasters and provide many. spiritual blessings.

c. Mark 10:29f: "And Jesus answered and said, Verily 1 say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren,

or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's, But he shall receive
an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with
persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.”

6. Verse 12: "And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the LORD of hosts.”
a. When the surrounding nations saw the marvelous blessings which Israel was receiving, they would recognize the hand

of God behind them, and called them blessed. This was what God had planned to occur. They were not required

to make converts to the Mosaic system, but by virtue of their obedience, which would result in their being
wonderfully blessed, the heathen would be drawn t0 investigate.

b. The land of Palestine was wonderfully blessed with fertile soil, and other natural endowments. Numbers 13:23: "And

C.

C

they came unto the brook of Eshcol, and cut down from thence a branch with one cluster of grapes, and they bare
it between two upon a staff; and they brought of the pomegranates, and of the figs."

Not only would they possess a delightful land, but they would have God's added blessings! We are offered the
promise of having all we need if we will follow the way of God: "But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you" (Matt. 6:33).

1. Verse 13: "Your words have been stout against me, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, What have we spoken SO much against

thee?"
a. Again, the Lord brings a serious charge against them: They had spoken strong words against God. He was not going

to bless a people who were s0 rebellious and hateful, and who would even express their hatred for God in words.

b. What they had said in private conversations, and what they had thought in their hearts, was not hidden from God's

knowledge. But they again denied the charge by asking another question: "What have we spoken so much against
thee?"

2. Verse 14: "Ye have said, It is vain to serve God: and what profit is it that we have kept his ordinance, and that we have
walked mournfully before the LORD of hosts?"
a. They made the mistake of judging God's ability to bless only in terms of earthly considerations. When they saw a

man who was clearly wicked basking in the lap of luxury and happiness, while they themselves were in want, their
shortsighted conclusion was that God is unable to bless them.

b. The Psalmist considered this problem, and thought that serving God was pointless since the wicked seem to have an

C.

easier life. But he changed his view when he thought about the full picture. Psalm 73:16-22: "When 1 thought to
Kknow this, it was too painful for me; Until I went into the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end. Surely ‘thou
didst set them in slippery places: thou castedst them down into destruction. How are they brought into desolation,
as in a moment! they are utterly consumed with terrors. As a dream when one awaketh; so, O Lord, when thou
awakest, thou shalt despise their image. Thus my heart was grieved, and I was pricked in my reins. So foolish was
I, and ignorant: I was as a beast before thee.”

These Jews contemplated the situation, and concluded that serving God was only in vain (empty; meaningless;
unprofitable).

d. "Itis as if they were serving the Lord for hire and as if he were indebted to them for their service. They had walked

mournfully, 'in mourning apparel” (margin ASV), in fasting before Jehovah. Whether their mourning disposition
el” (margin ASY ), B e e noint is that they had put their confidence in the

o _ 1L fAha
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2) If there were no difficulties to overcome and if God showered them with material prosperity, they were content.

b. They considered the arrogant man who followed his own way asa happy man, which made the humble servant of God
unhappy and unblessed.

c. Seeing that some wicked people seemed to be prosperous, they concluded that these evil ones were built up, while
the righteous suffered. Therefore, they thought that wickedness paid more than righteousness.

d. Further, those who tempted God seemed to be delivered from judgments. So it paid, in their perverted thinking, to
renounce God.

e. The three pictures given in the verse of those who rejected God fit the same person: 0ne who was arrogant, Was also
wicked and tempted God in the same process.

£, Isaiah 5:20: "Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that
put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!"

1. Verse 16: "Then they that feared the LORD spake often one t0 another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a
book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name."
a. In studying the writings of the prophets, it is easy to get the idea that the whole nation, from the least 10 the greatest,
was in rebellion.

1) But even in the worst of times, there seems always 10 be a few who retain their faith in God. In Noah's day there
were only eight faithful ones; in Elijah's time, 7,000 in Israel had not bowed the knee 10 Baal (1 Kings 19:13-18).

2) This last decade of the 20th century is a time in America when the very great majority has renounced real faith
in God and the Bible. Pagan forces have been working geverously behind the scenes to Tob the younger
generations of confidence in God and the Bible, supplanting that godly concept with a very strong appeal t0 the
appetites of the flesh. Consequently, we have a growing number in our land who reject the truth. This is so even
though some sectarian groups, those which specialize in entertainment and sensationalism, boast of great increases
in membership. Even 0, the truth is being disparaged and rejected.

b. There was a faithful few in Malachi's generation who still feared the Lord, and hearkened to his word.

1) Though their names remain unknown o us, yet God acknowledged them as his own. These were men and women
of whom the world was unworthy, who were 100 good for this world (Heb. 11:38).

2) These faithful ones listened and learned from Malachi, and sought each other out, and spake often one to another.
Implied in this observation, is doubtless the offering of encouraging words to oneé another. Such communion
would produce strength and hope. Even in good times, when the gospel is popular, God's people need to
encourage each other; in troublesome times, encouragement is certainly essential.

3) Christians can exhort and encourage each other in singing (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16) and in other acts of worship
(Heb. 10:23-295).

¢. God was aware of the struggles of the faithful, and was touched by their faithful determination. He wrote a book of
remembrance t0 record their faithfulness. Of course, the Almighty does not need a written record to retain memory
of anything; this is a figure of speech, describing the action with a concept familiar to us all, which gives assurance
to us.

d. This book of remembrance is equivalent to the book of Life noted elsewhere in the Bible.

1) Exodus 32:32f: "Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin--; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which
thou hast written. And the LORD said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my
book."

2) Psalm 56:8: “Thou tellest my wanderings: put thou my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy book?"

3) Psalm 69:28: "Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, and not be written with the righteous.”

4) Psalm 86:6: “Give ear, O LORD, unto my prayer; and attend to the voice of my supplications.”

5) Psalm 139:16: "Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members Wer

oo AREE == were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them."
N ond that divine lies: they shall not be i
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9) Revelation 20:12: "And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and
another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were
written in the books, according to their works."

e. The point in the reference to the book of remembrance is to encourage the faithful with the knowledge that God knows
them, he is aware of their struggles, and he will not forget them. Their faithfulness is duly noted by the Lord, and
their reward is sure (1 Pet. 1:3-5).

1) 2 Timothy 2:19: Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that
are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity."

2) Hebrews 6:10: "For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have showed toward
his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister."

3) Revelation 14:13: "And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the
Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow
them."

4) Revelation 22:14: "Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and
may enter in through the gates into the city.”

5) 1 Corinthians 15:58: "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord."

£. These faithful saints thought upon his name. This is characteristic of all mature saints. God is never far from their
consciousness; he is the focal point of their lives, their motives, and their deeds because he is the focus of their
thoughts. Before considering an action in life, God's will in consulted; he is given the position of priority in all their
affairs.

2. Verse 17: "And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare
them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him."

a. In a verse containing one of the most beautiful and expressive statements in the Bible, the Lord encourages the faithful
of all ages. First he announces that they belong to him. They do not belong to this world; they do not belong in hell;
they are God's and will be with him!

b. He affirms his intention to spare them in that day. There is a great day coming in which God will judge all mankind
(Matt. 25:31-46; Acts 17:30f; Rom. 14;10-12; 2 Cor. 5:10f).

1) The righteous will be escorted into glory; the unrighteous will be dismissed into Gehenna (John 5:28f; 2 Thess.
1:6-9).

2) The people that belong to God will be spared the horrors of the lost. Romans 5:8f: "But God commendeth his love
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by his
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him."

3) The majority of people live as if there will never be a day of accounting. The Judgment is even rejected and
ridiculed by many scoffers. 2 Peter 3:3: "Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers,
walking after their own lusts.”

4) While God will send the ungodly away from his presence, he will spare his own people this tragedy.

¢. The blessing in store for God's redeemed is described as his making "up my jewels." The ASV gives this rendering:
"And they shall be mine, saith Jehovah of hosts, even mine own possession, and in the day that I make; and I will
spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him."

1) The picture is one of God gathering together his possessions, those people who are dear to him, who are considered
by him to be precious and desirable.

2) The original word may not carry the idea of jewels, but the verse does describe God's people as special and
beloved.

3) Deuteronomy 14:2: "For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God, and the LORD hath chosen thee to be
a peculiar people unto himself, above all the nations that are upon the earth.” Deuteronomy 26:18: "And the

P O Ay T . e he hath nromised thee, and that thou shouldest
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and the evil.

1) Those who are perceptive, having been instructed by God's word and observant of the world around them, are able
1o note the difference between the two camps without difficulty; they can see that serving God is worthwhile. The
people of ancient Israel should have been able to perceive this distinction, as all men today should observe it.

2) In the final Judgment, there will be no room for doubt! It will be clear to all that serving God is worth the effort;
the reward is beyond compare, and the penalty for not doing so is t00 horrible to contemplate!

b. The statement of the verse appears 10 be directed to the unfaithful of Malachi's time. If they do not repent, they will
Jearn the truth to their own dismay, and too late to be profited by that knowledge. If they do repent, how happy they
will be! Having formerly thought that serving God was pointless, they will have learned better.

c. "In the great day of the Lord, at least, if not long before, it will be fully discovered who have been the truly wise
people; those who took up their cross and followed Christ; or those who qatisfied the flesh, with its affections and

desires, following a multitude to do evil" (Clarke, p-805).



259
MALACHI 4

A. Malachi 4:1-4: The Sun of Righteousness Will Arise.

1. Verse 1: "For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall
be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root
nor branch.”

a. In graphic language, Malachi depicts the destruction that is intended for the wicked. The point of the verse is evident -
evil men will be punished. But what is not as clear is: to whom is the warning directed?

b. Certainly, the description fits the eternal judgment to be meted out against all the ungodly, but the reference may have
the rebellious Israelites of Malachi's generation particularly in mind.

c. The day of this judgment would be as an oven, in which all the proud and all that do wickedly will be as stubble; and
using the figure of a tree that is consumed, the burning will be so complete that neither root nor branch will remain.

2. Verse 2: "But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go
forth, and grow up as calves of the stall."

a. Most modern commentators seem united in denying the messianic content of this verse, saying that righteousness itself
is the sun that was to rise. However, the translators of the KJV understood the passage to refer to Christ.

b. As the sun of our solar system gives life and light to our planet, so Christ gives life and light to those who believe in
him. New Testament passages describe the Lord as the giver of life and light:

1) Luke 1:78f: "Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us, To give
light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace."

2) Ephesians 5:14: "Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee
light."

3) Matthew 4:16: "The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow
of death light is sprung up."

4) Luke 2:32: "A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel."

5) John 1:4,9: "In him was life; and the life was the light of men....That was the true Light, which lighteth every man
that cometh into the world." John denied that he was the Light, but that he came to bear witness to the Light; that
Light was Christ. Cf. John 5:35f.

6) 2 Corinthians 4:4: "In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light
of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them."

7) 2 Corinthians 4:6: "For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ."

8) 2 Peter 1:19: "We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light
that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts."

c. If the commentators are correct, righteousness is personified, and is depicted as giving light to those who fear God.
But the statement itself seems to clearly indicate a person, one who would have healing in his wings as he goes forth
on his great mission of mercy.

d. The reference to those who fear God going forth to "grow up as calves of the stall" is "an agricultural metaphor from
the care and feeding of livestock. Such carefully protected and cared-for animals exhibit a quality of playful happiness
that appears most desirable" (Coffman, p.298). Instead of "grow up as calves of the stall® (KJV), the ASV has
"gambol as calves of the stall." The figure portrays God's people as living happily in the Light.

3. Verse 3: "And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I shall
do this, saith the LORD of hosts."

a. The ultimate victory of God's people is figuratively described as trampling the enemy under their feet.

b. This statement likely grows out of the attitude the Jews expressed in Mal. 3:14f, that it was unprofitable to serve God
since the wicked had things their way in this world. That may be the case for the time being, but ultimately God's
people will gain the greatest victory: heaven! And they will avoid the greatest tragedy - an eternity in Gehenna!

4. Verse 4: "Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with the
statutes and judgments. "

a. Malachi disagrees with modern scholarship which has denied that Moses authored the Pentateuch; the prophet affirms
the Mosaic authorship, and the inspiration of that great production.

b. The prophet, speaking God's word, instructed the Jews to remember the Law which God delivered to the nation of
Israel through Moses.

c. The point: they were to obey all the statutes and judgments contained therein. All of the instructions and requirements
were to be heeded, not merely the decalogue.
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d. Why? To obtain the blessings God offers and to avoid the severe judgment which he promised to bring upon the

disobedient.
B. Malachi 4:5f: The Prophet Elijah.
1. Verse 5: "Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD."

a. A greatand terrible day of judgment was in the works, but before this tremendous event occurred, God would send
Elijah the prophet to Israel.

1) Some have supposed that Elijah the Tishbite, in person, would be sent; that since he did not actually die, God has
held him in readiness through the centuries to be sent back to earth.

2) But, as noted under Malachi 3:1, the New Testament shows that John the Baptizer is the person meant, that John
came in the spirit and power of Elijah. Luke 1:13: "But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy
prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John." Luke 1:17: "And
he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord." Matthew 11:7-14.

b. The "great and dreadful day of the Lord" is a reference to some tragic occasion in which the wrath of God would be
poured out upon the unrighteous. Such an occasion was the fall of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. The greatest of such
occasions will be at the second coming of Christ. Peter used similar language (Acts 2:14-21) to describe what was
transpiring on Pentecost Day, with perhaps the allusion pointing to the fall of Jerusalem or the second coming of
Christ.

2. Verse 6: "And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I
come and smite the earth with a curse.”

a. The work of John the Baptizer is described here. In the work that that great man of God did, men and women and
boys and girls were turned in the right direction.

b. "The mission of this Elijah, the forerunner of the Messiah, was to turn the affections of the people back to God and
his divine law. He was to restore a right relation between parents and children and to turn the hearts of the children
to the ancestral religion of their fathers. In this condition of heart they would be ready to receive the Messiah, for
they would see in him the fulfillment of all God's wondrous promises and the glorious hope of their fathers” (Hailey,
p-425).

c. If the work of John had not been successfully accomplished, it would have been necessary for God to smite the earth
with a curse.

d. It is interesting and no doubt highly significant that the Old Testament closes with the word curse.

1) This was the final statement to issue from heaven until the arrival of John; four hundred dreary, trouble-filled years
lay ahead of Israel before the coming of the Messiah's forerunner. ’

2) "All of God's prophets had done their work, but the people had rejected them all. There was no further word that
God could send. The hardened and rebellious nation would continue to exist (according to God's holy purpose);
but the precious fellowship of other days was gone for ever. A hint of all this may be found in these final six
verses....In the meanwhile, let the true followers of God keep the sacred Law and await the unfolding of the
purpose of the Almighty" (Coffman, pp.305f).
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MALACHI

. INTRODUCTION

1. Malachi means my Messenger."

2

2. The problems of. careless priests, skepticism, 1ntermarr1age, w1thhold1ng

of tithes, etc., show the conditions at the time Malachi prophe31ed.

a.

Read Hehemiah as.a background as Malachi and Nehemiah were active »+ 5
the same time.

h. Read the book of Malachi. ' . ,_’”,_,;f
c¢. The time was pOSSlbly between 456 B.C. and 425 B.C.
3. The style of the book is the dialectic method.
a. An affirmation is made.
b. An interrogative objection vhich might be offered
¢. Then a refutation of the objecilon. :
d. There are seven such forms in the book: 1:2,3,6,7; 2:10-16,17; 3:7,
8,13-16. _ : o ’
DISCUSSION B
I. GOD REALLY LOVES ISRAEL. 1: 1 5
A, In view of all that was huppenlng some questloned that God loved
Israel.
B.

God points out his love by saying "I loved Jacob, and yet T hated
Esau.” The expression '"hate" here means Tloved 1ess." (cf. Gen. 29:
313 Deut. 21:15)

1. Judah as punished, but restored after 70 years. Jer. 29

2. Edom (Esau) was destroyed forever.

II. UNGODLY PRIEST REBUKED. 1:6-2:9
\Bll1l Rogers gives tnls outline of this portion.).

Jehovah dishonored, and they are so depraved. that they inquire, "Wherc
in?" (v. 62 .
Offer polluted Lread - that is, contrary to 1aw. Lev, 1 and 22 for-
bids certain types of offerings. "Bread" includes all types of of-
ferlngc, o R :
They =aid "table of Jehovah in contemptible." (v. 7) No respect for.
A challenge to offer to their Persian Pasha their blind and crippled
animals. .They were offering to GOD, The I Am That I Am, a gift so
contemptible +hat :they should have been executed for contempt if of-
fered to Pash (v. 8) :
God had raxhcp have doors of temple closed than to have such worship
(v. 10). nis is nothing but "temple trampling." (Isa. 1:12) Dowe
have chh wowsnﬂp today? Do we use our ‘income for our own pleasurco

and then give God the scrapu and left -overs like we do the dogs and
cats?

Promize of glorious future when Gentlles will worshlp acceptably ‘to
God. (v. 1l; cf. Jno. 4:24)

Hirelings expcse fhelr true attitudes: Not satisfied with what they

c-get, and complain. of the work involved in offering sacrifices.. v.12-13

Man condemned who could do better in his sacrifice. v. 14; cf. 2 Cor.
8:12 "This oracle of Malachi will never go out of date as long as the
world has people who feel that though nothing is too good for our
homes,, . just anything will do for-the Lord." (Lewis)

'This is a special oracle for priests.

1. Their blessings to be cursed. (v. 2:2)

2. They refused to lay it to heart.
. Contrast between Levi and his descendants as regards covenant.
1. Levi: :
. a.. My_govenant with HIM, i.e., guarded as precious thing. (v. 5)
b. 0f life and peace. ‘

©.. He feared - reverenced - the Lord. Contrast with v. 6 of "~
chapter 1.
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Law of truth in his mouth - Knew Lord's will. Function.

Hag. 2:11

Unrighteousness not in his 1lips ~ that is no crookedness.

Walked with the Lord. (Amos.3:3)

Turned many away from iniquity. This is great work. (v. 7)

PRESENT PRIESTS: .

‘But YE are turned aside - do not do work should do. (v. 8)

Cause others to stumble.

In so doing have corrupted covenant of Levi.

K. All such religious leaders to be despised. (v. 9)

60D HATES DIVORCE OR PUTTING AWAY. 2:10-16

A. The men of Judah weére dealing treacherously with the wives of their

youth.
B. "In a world where at least one marriagé in three marriages ends in
divorce and where the mixed marriage is common in which the effect

~upon the children is largely ignored, we would do well to llsten to
‘Malachi." (Lewis)

SOME OF THE SPECIFIC SINS QF JUDAH ARE SEEN. 2:17-3:18

A. A spirit of skepticism about serving God. 2:17-3:6

B. Withholding of ththes that belonged to God. 3:7-12

C. Stout words against God. 2:13-18

CLOSE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

o]
OD‘W*‘&UQ*’P)(D
« » g" s e

A.  Punishment of the wicked.
B. The sun of righteousness.
C. The coming of Elijah.

TRUE OR FALSE

ya 1. Edom was completely destroyed.

_Z

_7

Tz

£
EE 6. The people were doing the best they couldn
/f
7

2. The return of Judah proved God's love.
. ’ they _
3. The people were giving to God what/ wouldn't dare offer their
governor.
4. God wanted the temple doors shut.

‘5. The péople were enjoying their service to God.

7. The-priests'were not respected by the people.
8. _Levi had not kept God's covenant.
9. The priest was pictured as the messenger of the Lord.

10; The messénger of Malachi 3:1 referred to John the Baptist.

¥

THOUGHT & DISCUSSION

1.

3.

Why did God desplse the worship of the people° 4447C¢y R A

Yy WQ%//D/J%% /@ﬁﬂ’

Hé; had they profaned the Lord's name? /%1,e7424%24,&p¢ ik o

— Grtya~

What lndlcates they were glVlng God ,the "left- overs’° 'ﬂg%éf,égﬁfﬂwf

ﬂ /
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IIT., CHAPTER 2:10-102 ¢

QD HATES DIVORCE

]

' 1. The Jews were bresking the covenant of the
Jewish wives for hesthen voune wivezm, 7,
2. They had married idolateresses, (V. 11,)
3

away !

. overyone from the Teacher e shrdent-~including every one who thuz
did would } { )
le They did & %l

-
e
o
2 } (
6, mle 314 creot oy a HAI r Adn oa
0 create only CNE. This is =till Godts will, CFf, Metts, 12, 2o
comnertorias for Jifferent inte etatinons of V, 15,
7o God s2yse: "I hate putiing divorce,"  He chanres not. 2:A,
» b - w AT
IV. GHUAPTER 2:17-3:6s JEHIVAH TR 1M TNAER
1o They had weried Jeho 1 i5 good? or Vihere

2o He wi send !
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VI. CHAPTER

spoken against
) "It dig vain to serve Tord,"
) What is it worth to kesp nis charge, (V. 1. )
)
/
)
/

zocd te repent,

The wicked are blessed, and those who tewpt

‘\

(gﬁ The worth:s A book of rememb
(2) They shall be a peculizr nos
() GCreat day of ' {7,
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3, The Great Day of Purdishment. (L:1-2.)

inde pertial frlfillment in d

3 astry
ulfil]_.lent ot Second Coming, 2 The

1 ction of Jerusalem,
2 s

g, 1:7-9.

NN
@]
Q
=

NS

e e e

VIT. CHAPTER L:hi-b6 i=6: THE CLOSE OF THE OID TESTAMENT

This is the closing of the O1d Testam ng
to future prophets he 1!)0_!_.;{',5 back e s Moo harter. the Law
of Moses, (Vo h.) Compare with 7ech, Lib=0z 7:7, 12,)
ah which was

Trnstead of looking forward
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2. A reference to the Elij] to come 1o vf‘hm" i the coming of
Messiah, whe would vhiimetely judge the worlde (Vve 5-7.) Cf, Matb, 17:11fF
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The Book of MALACHI < Hoos L

Introduction

BODY

I.

Malachi marks the sunset of 0ld Testament prophecy. It would be four hundred years be-
fore the prophetic silence would be broken by John the Baptist who would then proclaim,
"Rohwld the Lamb ot God who takes away the ain of the woald" (John 1:29). Until then,
Malachi would serve as Jehovah's final word to His people.
1. Thus, we are faced with a certain amount of curiosity about Malachi's message -
what does the last speaker say? what is the parting word? What is the final mess-
age before the retirement of 0ld Testament prophecy? These questions should stir us
to study and search into these final four chapters.

Malachi - When? If we are going to appréciate.the message of Malachi we must have an un-

derstanding of the times he lived and of which he wrote. His prophecy is nowhere dated
and, yet, we can know approximately. Most all agree that the book is post-exilic and
later than the other two post-exilic prophets, Haggai and Zechariah. 1In all probability
it was written a little laten than the days of Nehemiah.

1. Remnant reminders:

B.C. 536 - At the decree of Persian king Cyrus, the remnant returned to Jerusalem

under Zerubbabel (Ezra 1-2). ,

534 - The temple foundation is laid (Ezra 3) but the rebuilding -is halted.

520 - Ministry of Haggai and Zechariah. Temple rebuilding project is resumed
(Ezra 5; Hag. 1:185).

516 - Temple completed (Ezra 6:15).

458 - Second group of Jews return under Ezra (Ezra 7).

444 - Nehemiah comes to Jerusalem and charges the people to build the walls.

2. It was sometime after the last date when Malachi lived and wrote. His book suggests
a general spiritual deterioration among the people that did not seem to exist during
the days of the moral and religious influence of Ezra and Nehemiah. The zeal and
faith of earlier days had now given way to apathy and doubt. There was a non-chalant
formalism and even an unblushing hypocrisy in their dealings both with God and with
each other.

a. Thus, the APPEAL of God's final prophet - a powerful, passionate and pleading
appeal - an appeal to zepent of sin and zefurn to God - an appeal accompanied
by rich prunise if the people respond, and by stern wawing if they refuse.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

Mhatever was written in earlien tumes was wailtten fon ourn
instauction, that through perseverance and the encourage-
ment of the Sciipturnes we might have hope! (Rom. 15:4).

A. If there was ever an 0Old Testament book written for our instruction - it is the

book of MALACHI. If there was ever a book of ancient times which offered encourage-

ment and Nhope through lessons learned - it's MALACHI. 1If ever a book depicted the

qiseasés of the modern church - it is the book of MALACHI. And if I had to choose
only one of the first thirty nine which, more than all the others, convicted me of
my sins in language which. I could not misunderstand - it would be MALACHI.

1. When we study Malachi we are not delving into old parchments and musty history
but, rather, we are standing upon fhe rock foundation of etcrnal truth which is
as fresh as spring and as new as the morning light.

a. Whoever said that the 0ld Testament (and especially the prophets) has nothing
of interest and application to modern man, obviously has never read Malachi.

B. ' Curing Idolatry. Therc were two forms of idolatry prevalent in Jewish history:
Txtewnal and Jnteanazl. The Jew, threugh the Babylonian caplivity, was forever cured
of his external idolatry. One never reads of pagan heathenistic idolatry among Jewlsh
people after the captivity. They became the most monotheistic people in the world.
However, the Jews never were cured of their internal idolutry. Before the captivity
they worshipped the golden calves, the baals, the neighboring gods of the heathen

(192)
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nations. After the captivity they worshipped their own personal desires, maﬁerial
possessions, und money. It was this iwteanal idolatry that the prophet attacked -
the sin of puttling sclf first and Jehovah's desires last. Notice:

The Six Sins of Malachi's Day

1.= The 4in of ltualisiic, noutine, day, lifeless wonship, 1:10. Here were people
who came to the temple, startcd at ten and quit at twelve. They turned on their
religion "clock” and promptly turncd it off again. Their religion was cold and
formal. 1t had no meaning nor substance. They were good only at "playing church."
a. See Lev. 10:1-2 where Nadab and Abihu were condemned for offering "strange”
fire Lo the Lord. What is the difference between "strange” fire in Leviticus
and "wsedess” fire here in Malachi? '
1) Strange fire is worship without approval. Uscless fire is worship with-
oul. feeling. Both are unacceptable to Jehovah (Matt. 15:8-9).

2.~ The sin of evil assvciation, 2:11. Here is the 0ld Testament parallel passage

to 1 Cor. 15:33. llow is the best wuy to lose your faith? Easy, just spend a lot
of time with people who have no spiritual concern.
3.= The 4in of 10bbing God, 3:8. Of all sins that are viewed as contemptable, none
is as despised as thievery. Think how detestable it would be if one of the bre-
thren were caught stealing money out of the collection plate, after all, that's
stealing from God! .
a. Yet, Malachi informs us that we steal from Jehovah not just by '"taking out,"
but by not "putting in" as we should.
1) Herc were people who gave God the leftovers (1:13b). In doing so they
were guilty of stealing. Can we possibly find an application for our day”
4.= The ain of questioning God's goodness and justice, 2:17. Do we ever do that?
Cnge the Lond avally loved me He wouwldn't let me be aick..." "I God really carcd
He wowldn't have made Hia laws on marriage and divoace so atrenuwouws.” "JE God
really doved me...” God's goodness and God's justice can't be put on trial!
5. The 4in of impatience toward God, 2:17. It's a good thing that the 0ld Testament
illustrations held no parallel for us. Or do they? Whal do you think?
6.~ The sin of destroying the home by divonce, 2:16. Again, the one who thinks that.
the 01d Testament has no value for modern man has not read this book. In dealing
with the problems of the fifth century B.C., God's prophet is really getting down
and dealing with six of the greatest dangers that face us today. Glance back
over the list once more and see if you don't agree.

God On Divorce. The book of Malachi is as fine a study on the home as one will find

. anywherc. Herc are found Jehovah's six statements regarding His feelings toward di-

yorce:

1.0 Divorce profanes the covenant, 2:10. Because all Israel stood under one covenant
before God, unfaithfulness to one another constituted unfaithfulness to the
covenant.,

a. Here thc oncness of the Godhead is stressed. Man acheives Moneness™ through
marriage (Gen. 2:24). Whul Malachi is saying is that when you destroy the
unity of the home (the one-flesh concept of marriage) it is like destroying
‘the unily in heaven. THAT'S HOW BAD DIVORCE IS!

b. Can you'imagine tHe Father falling out with the Son? Can you see the Holy
Spirit divorcing the other Beings of Diety due to incompatability? Such
would not happen in the divine family. Such should not happen in the human
family.

2.0 Divoace pavfanes God's holiness, 2:11. Divorce profanes God's holiness (sanc-—
tuary) because He does the joining. See Matt. 19:6. When God joined the mar-
iage we brought Him into the situation; we asked Him to be a witness to the
union and to give us His divine blessing.

3.0 Divonce causes our sactifices to be cut off, 2:12-13. See 1 Pet. 3:7. Notice:
when does God stop hearing onc's prayers? Only when divorce occurs? No, even
before - when we stop loving honoring, and respecting...

(103})
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4.0 Oivonce i4 treacheny against ourn companion, 2:14. Here is someonc Lo whom we
have said, "7/l walk with you through good tines and bad, fon belécn on fon
worse, foa aicher on for pooser, in sickness and in health, in pavsperity and in
adVQAALty..." We have made a covenant and called God to witness. Years later
we may forget the covenant but that doesn't mean the Lord will!

a. In Matt. 14:4 Herod forgot the covenant. God didn't!

5.0 Divorce destroys the purposc of the home, 2:15. If any Bible versc says that a
Christian should only marry a Christian, this is it. Why? Becausc of the child-
ren yet unborn.

a. Here stands the greatest consequence of divorce.e

6.0 God hates divoace, 2:16. Who is therc who fails to understand Jehovah's attitude
toward "putting away" (divorce)? Of course we are under a different covenant to-
‘day and God only dislikes it a little - right? See Matt. 19:6-9.

Three Things God Hates. Malachi deals with the sin of tokenisn in language found in

no other book.

—-1, God dispises foken respect, 1:6-7. Here was the symptom ("polluted bread"),. yet

The symptom only grew out of a much worse disease - a lack of respcct for God.

In Lev. 21:6-8 we see that the priests were commanded to offer holy bread to be-

come holy. Yet, when they offered polluted bread, they became polluted. When

they became polluted, the people became polluted and God was DEFILED!

a. Jehovah had richly blessed these people and had never failed them. Yet they
gave to the God of all goodness and prosperity the sour, rottced, polluted, and
‘left over. Leftovers don't generally turn us on and they don't do much for
God either, _

b. Verse 6 - A son RESPECTS his father by honoring him. A servanl RESPECTS his

 master by fearing him. However, these people did not honor nur fear Jehovah

. but, rather, despised His name!

c. The spirit of the age was well summed up with one word: "WHEREIV."

1:2 = "7 have loved you...” WHERETN?
1:6 - "You have despised My name...” WHERFIN?
1:7 - "ou have defiled My altern...” WHEREIN?
2:17 - "You have wearied Me..." WHEREIN?
-3:7 - "Retunn Lo Me...” WHEREIN?
3:8. - "You have aovbbed Me...” WHEREIN?
3:13 - "You have spoken against Me...” WHEREIN?

The people responded: "where” "when” "how" to the charges of Jchovah. ‘hey
cried, We've built the temple, set up the alten, offer sacrifices and o0b-
geave all the feast days...” They had left God and didn't know it! Their
respect amounted to nothing more than tokenism - and God hated tt.

—= 2. God abhors foken worship, 1:10-13a. Have you ever wondercd if somctimes it's

Just as well to stay home from worship? God says, "7 wish you would close up

the building until you learn what sincere worship is all about.”

a. "My name will be great among.the nations..." verse 11. Think how this must
have stung the Jews. If they won't respect and worship Him - He would find
someone. who would. The nations here represent the Gentiles and find their
fulfillment in the book of Acts. . '

b. Note their real allitude toward worship in verse 13. Thiun is how much the
Jews of Malachi's day thought of God. I wonder if those folks who today fail
in their consistent attendance and other spiritual duties are any better?

—=3. God hates toker centribution, 1:8-9, 13b-14. The Jews of history have come to be

known as a materialistic, covetous people. And why? Because they kept the best

for themselves and gave God the leftovers. Note:

a. They gave more to the governor than they did to God, vs.3. They thoughtmore
of the king than they did of thc KING OF KINGS!

b. They gave to God what they stole, vs.13b. When you give something to the
Lord when it didn't cost you -anything, what have you rcally given ilim? What

does that show as to the value you attach to flim? God has always measured
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. the gift by what it cost the giver. Sce 2 Sam. 24:24; Mark 12:41-44.
c. They lied to God, vs.14. Are wc any different when we vow - "dll 2o Jesws
J surrender...” and then give Him virtually nothing?
d. They robbed Cod, 3:8-9.
' 1) And why should we give to God the Ziwst of what we have? See verse 14b.

OUTLINING MALACHI

A.

Malacri's A)Peal - IN VIEW OF THE PRESENT SINS, Ch.1-2
1. To the Erleqtb. 1:6-2:9

2. To the people, 2:10-17

Malachi's Appeal - IN VIEW OF THE COMING MESSIAH, Ch. 3-4
. 1. A day of judgement, 3:1-15
2. A day of blessing, 3:16-4:5

Notice the prophetic appeal in passages like 1:9; 2:10; 3:7; 4:4.

AO

God's Statement of Love, 1:2-4. Herc is one of the grandest declarativns of love
anywhere in scripture. Yet the people responded in verse 2 by questioning God's
love,. thus, prompting Jehovalh's questions: "Was not Csau Jacob's brother?” Esau
stands for Edom (vs.4), the nation which came from his descendents. God hated Edom's
pride and arrogance (sce Obediah). The very fact that Israel remained and Edom was
gone was proof positive of Gud's love! Here we learn two things about divine love:
1. Love does not negate discipline. The people argued - "We've bOceen taken in capit-
ivity and you call that love?” "dAnd now that we are back oun cities and oun
homes are in awing - you call that love?" The answer? YES! By punishing His
people rather than destroying them Jehovah illustrated His love. See Heb. 12:6.
a. Many times we fail to exercise discipline in the home, in the church, etc.,
because of a failure to understand God's definition of love.
2. Llove does not negate nebuke. When we consider the message and mission of the
prophets - how many prophets failed in their rebuke of the people? NONE! Sce
2 Tim. 4:2.
a. If we think we love someone too much to rebuke them - do we zeally love them?
Not according to God's definition. Love demands rebuke. Love demands dis-
cipline.

The Greatest Failure in the Church. According to Deut. 33:9-10 the priests had a
covenant with Jehovah to teach His word. Ch.2: 6-7 Lell what should have been.
Verse 8 tells what was. And verse 9 tells of God s attitude toward those who re-
fuse to teach.

1. Is there any way God's covenant with (lis priests to teach finds appllcatlon to-
day?

Who Was John the Baptist? Compare Isaiah 40:3 with Malachi 3:1. The '"messenger' of

Malachi is the '"'voice'ol Isaiah. And who is that? See Matt. 3:3; John 1:23.

1. Alsd this '"messanger" is one and the same as the '"Elijah' of 4:5. See Matt.
11:10,14. The discipleshad difficulty in comprehending this prophecy, so Jesus
interprets again in Matt. 17:10-13.

a. Notice that the "messenger" would clear the way before the Messiah. How?
By preaching rcpentance.

2. Verse 1 states that the lLord will come to "His templde."” Physical temple? NO,
for the Lord would no longer dwell in temples made with hands (Acts 17:24).

3. "But who can endune the day of His coming...” It is not a question of "Js the
Mesaiah coming?” but, rather, who can endure His coming. The coming of Jehovah
would not be as expected. The Jew thought His coming would bring judgement upon
the heathen. Yet, His coming brought judgement upon thecn as wcll.

a. Here the Mecssiah is pictured as being both (1) firc, and (2) soap. Both
fire and scap are cleansing agents used to remove 1mpur1ty. And who will the
Messiah seek to purify? (verse 3). And who.are the sons of Levi? The
priests. and, today, who are the priests? Christians.
(195




b. Malachi pruphcuies that when 'he Messiah comes He will purify and refine
His people in order that thev be made righteous.,

D. The Eternal Principie of Giving, 3:10. Here is the:
1. Call of God S "Bairy he whole tithe..."
2. Challenge of God —— "Tead roon" :
3. Paomise of God B oo "7 wil! open the windows of heaven...”
4. Result, > AL nuiions widl call you blessed..."”

a. The eternal principle of giving? Man gives and God windows! See Psa. 37:25.
Is this just an 0ld Testament principle? See Matt. 6:33.

E. A Study on the Law, 4:4-5
1. The law defincd? "atatutes and vlinances”
2. The law began? "in Honeb" (Sina:i)
3. The law was for? "all Jsnael”
4. The law would e¢nd? vs.5 - John the Baptist in preparing the way for the Mussiah
also prepared the way for the end of the law of Moses. See John L:17.

~Conclusion

1‘

Thus, the 0ld Testament leaves us with a inal promise of the coming of the Messiah.

. The very first promise and the very lasi, in the 0ld Testament, concerns HIM. And,

yet, what a wealth of material lies in between. From Genesis to Malachi the 0ld
Testament story is a story of a coming savior = Jesus Christ our Lord.

And, so, the prophecy of Malachi brings Jdown the curtain on the 0ld Testament with a
final reminder that sin must be dealt with. When the New Testament opens the scenc
will be set for the Onc who alone can curc man's sin.

one final thought - God takes care of lis own. Read 3:16-18. Are :22 serving God"



MALACHI 430 BC 8/26/2001

ARTAXERXES I [ 465424 BC| Ezra (458 BC) and Nehemiah (445 BC)

538 BC King Cyrus -- MEDO - PERSIAN EMPIRE

538 BC Zerubbabel (governor), Haggai (prophet), Zechariah (prophet) sent back to
Jerusalem to restore worship and rebuild the temple.

478 BC Queen Esther to King Abasuerus (Xerxes) and Mordecai

458 BC Ezra [prophet, ruler, priest, and scribe] sent to Jerusalem to establish
worship.

445 BC Nehemiah [prophet, ruler, and cupbearer to Artaxerxes I} - rebuild walls.

430 BC Malachi [proghet] {E.it..".f_}‘z minor prophets}

God refers of Judah as “this pegple” [Haggai 1:2] and “not my people” in Hosea.
Israel was in Egypt as slayes for 430 years and now Judah must wait another 430
years for @-bgg 0_3; the Messiah, Jesus Christ.

In Malachi’s day, 1. tithes were neglected, 2. divorce was common, 3.
intermarriage with foreign women was popular, 4. the priests were corrupt, lazy,
careless, and a complaining set of leaders.

BEAUTY (the covenant) had been, broken and BANDS (m%;;_g_g__‘l_ls) had been
shattered, and Judah was now back in Jerusalem as God’s slave and they would
“sit still” for (é_ﬁqﬂd for 430 years. No other prophets would visit ;&h

e P

fter Malachi, the nex p.mphﬁj»yvo‘g)l,d,b‘g{%“hntamst [Elijah] who would come
in the spirit and power of Elijah, = the Baptist [Elijah] who would com
A g P g pane v r———

In 3:1 MALACHI said, “Behold, I send My messenger, and he will prepare the way
beforg Me.” (This refers to John the Baptist) B

The question that the people were asking was: “If God loves us, why does He not

show it?”” MALACHI answers that question.

Malachi uses a style similar to Paul in which an objection is repeated and then
answered: “yet ye say”, “butye say”, “and ye say”. --- at least 10 times.



[1: ] Contempt For Temple Sacrifices

Judah (like Gomer, the wife of Hosea) has gone back home, no longer a trusted wife,
but as a slave, condemned to “sit still” for God 430 years until His purpose of
redemption is assured in the birth of the Messiah through her flesh.

“burden” of God’s Word for those who are 1. ashamed of it, 2. those who despise
it, and 3. those who love and keep it because of the obligations and duties imposed:
“For my yoke is pleasant and my load (burden) is light.” [Matt. 11:30]

Malachi shows that “God has loved” Judah (past tense) just as Hosea said, “Your
iniquity has never for a moment ceased ... therefore I hate you ... and I shall not
love you any more ... your nation is a rotten root and a branch ... I your God do

cast you away.” {Hosea 9: 15-16]

Amos confirmed that Edom’s wickedness was very great and should be destroyed.
The Herod’s of Christ’s time were descended from Esau’s Edomites (Idumaceans).

Ezra, Nehemiah, and Malachi all recognized the corrupt and reprobate priesthood
who despised God.

The priests offered polluted “bread” or blemished bloody sacrifices of the Mosaic
law,

To the priests Malachi seems to be saying: “Seeing that you have accepted and used
all these worthless sacrifices and offered them upon God’s alter, why don’t you now
pray for God’s favor? You really must have impressed God with the type of
offerings you placed on His alter.”

Verse 11 is a Messianic prophecy showing that Gentiles will be accepted into His
kingdom where a “pure” offering would be made in the blood of Jesus Christ that
takes away sin, and the Lord’s Supper honors that event every Sunday.

Verse 13, “snuffed at it” --- cows who do not like their feed will blow on it to show
the detestable nature of the feed, and other cows will not eat it.

The “curse of God” will rest on all who offer to God inferior and blemished service.

[2: ] Marriages with Heathen Neighbors

Malachi, Hosea, Amos, and Micah all showed judgments and punishment that were
soon to come upon Judah by the hand of God.



The Jewish priesthood was removed in AD 70.

God cancelled the Levitical covenant of the Jewish priesthood due to total violation
(thru the priests) of Levi.

Verse 5, “my covenant was with him” {past temnse} NKJV

Verse 8, “you have departed from the way” NKJV ... “you have corrupted the
covenant of Levi.”

Israel’s priesthood had succeeded very little better than the pagans in the
communication of God’s will for man.

The covenant of Levi had been “corrupted”. Ruined, destroyed, or annulled.

God expected His covenant to be honored by the obedience of them that had
received it.

Judah had profaned herself as the sanctuary of God because of the bitter sin
between Jews and Arabs in_hostile race relations.

God warned against mixed marriages and Ezra, Nehemiah, and Malachi all
1¢,t;mma‘ted*th0semfomignﬂwives among Judah.

Verse 14 and 15, God’s wrath and displeasure is poured out against a man who
marries a beautiful young woman and then divorces (“deals treacherously”) to
marry another young woman.

God hates divoree (£ utting away?). Verse 16

Where is the justice of God when we see the wicked prosper? David said, “It was
too painful for me, until I went into the sanctuary of God, and considered the latter

end.” ...[The Word of teaxhgsjhaijhﬁmisﬁindgm@nLoiAlmighmGQﬂ,ﬂpon

yyh_ic,hmcaSiomth.e,,wic!sgd.mll_b_e,punishcAJ

[3:] Tithes and National Skepticism

ng,bmmuwm&mmumﬂmmwwﬂe
W@we way before Him. {Malachi 3:1},

John the Baptist would come in the spirit and the power of Elijah. He would call
the people to repentance and point the way to One greater than he. [“He will turn
many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, and he will walk before Him in
the spirit.and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the



disobedient to the wisdom of the upright, to make ready for the Lord a prepared
people.” Luke 1:16-17 |

{fohn the Baptist = Elijat
Jesus said, “But I assuire you that Elijakh has already come and they did to him

whatever they wished, as it is written concerning him. » [Mark 9: 13] King Herod had
John the Baptist beheaded.

When John the Baptist saw Jesus, he said, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away

deﬁi{.@h&k}&}_ +..”he...is my superior, 10r He existed before
me.” {John 1:30}

For atonement of sin, the blood of Christ is the one great sacrifice for all men.

Spiritual sacrifices to God are: 1. our faith, 2.. our love of God, 3. our words, 4.
our confession of Christ, 5. our baptism, 6. our praise, 7. our contributions, 8.
our songs, 9. our prayers, 10. our entire life as a Christian.

Verse 4, the “offering of Judah?” is the spiritual sacrifices of the New Testament.

The unchangeableness of God meant that no matter what Israel did, God would
preserve 2 «remnant” of them until the Messiah came.

God’s eternal purpose of redemption could not and would not allow Him to destroy
Jacab..

Since the Day of Pentecost, Q?ﬂéij9§ﬁngwkﬁ§miwﬁm |
Gentiles who are baptized into Christ.
Wﬂ%lwaswaidiﬁnﬂlmﬂm“ﬂmmwomhwd-bﬁmm
ngeded to pav if..

wggil&i‘_ﬁmglyﬁ’jngnd «liberally”,_“as God has prospered us” --- [if we fail, we

are robbing God.l

Eiod’;gﬁgﬂﬂb!gﬂggjhggap_a_cﬁx of His children to receive them. We will
receive 100-fold now and then eternal life

omm——:

“gyeryone who listens to ny words but does not do them is like a foolish man who built
his house upon the sand.” [Matthew 7: 26]

ihﬂm;ff.axxgggntizﬁgumsﬂlmumﬂg&ﬁyjm&m&w-

[4:1 The Coming Day of the Lord




-
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“the day cometh” --- final Judgment Day (

“The devil (their deceiver) was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone (where also
were the beast and the false prophet). They will be tormented day and night forever
and ever.” ... Death and Hades were thrown into the fiery lake (this second death is
the lake of fire). If any one was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown
into the fiery lake.” [Revelation 19: 10 —15]

@m of Righteousness = Dayspring = MessialD

“through the tender mercies of our God, with which the Dayspring from on high will
visit us, to shine upon those sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide
our feet into the way of peace.” [Luke 1: 78-79]

The angel of the Lord {Gabriel} said to the priest Zacharias of John the Baptist:
He will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, and he will walk
before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the Sfathers to the
children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the upright, to make ready for the Lord

a prepared people.” [Luke 1: 16-17]  {Zacharias and Elizabeth = parents of John
the Bagtist;

To this day the Jews set a plate, goblet, and an empty chair for Elijah, the prophet,
during the Feast of Purim.

)
“the day of the Lord”, “that day”, “the great and notable day”, “the great and r
terrible day”_all refer to the Final Judgment Day. ¢

Artaxerxes I [465 — 424 BC] {sent Ezra (458 BC) and Nehemiah (445 BC) back to
Jerusalem to establish worship and rebuild the walls
--- completed in 445 BC.

OBADIAH 845 BC

JOEL 837 BC

JONAH 800BC

AMOS 760 BC

HOSEA 750 BC

MICAH 740 -700 BC {king Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah}
NAHUM 650 BC

HAGGAI 520BC '

MALACHI 430 BC {King Artaxerxes I [465 — 424 BC] MEDO-PERSIAN Empire.

James Burton Coffman, “Zechariah and Malachi”, 1989, Abilene Christian
University Press.
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INTRODUCTION TO MALACHI

A. .
1. The name of the prophet means "My Messenger."

a. Nothing is known about the prophet other than what is revealed in the book. His name appears in the Bible only in
the opening verse of the book that bears his name. Butit is unnecessary for us to know the life story of a prophet
in order t0 appreciate and profit from his inspired writings.

b. Some have doubted that Malachi is to be taken as a propet name, instead they Opt for it being only 2 general reference
to the author. Lewis says that the Targum (the Aramaic translation of the Old Testament) has the first verse saying,
"My messenger whose name is Ezra the scribe.” This tradition that it was written by Ezra was accepted by Jerome.
There is no proof of these views.

c. The text still reads Malachi, and bespeaks of a real person. If the term is not to be taken as the real name of a real
person, then the author of the book of Malachi is anonymous. None of the other 0ld Testament prophetic books is
anonymous, making it extremely unlikely that Malachi is not a real person.

2. The packground of the book of Malachi.

a. The Northern Kingdom (Israel) had been captured by the Assyrians in 721 B.C. The Southern Kingdom fell to the
Babylonians in 606 B.C. The return from captivity began in 536 when Zerubbabel led a group back to Canaan. The
temple was rebuilt during 520-516 B.C. under the prophetic leadership of Haggai and Zechariah.

b. A second group returned from captivity under Ezra in 458 B.C. Nehemiah returned about 444B.C. 0 rebuild the
walls of Jerusalem.

c. Nehemiah recorded the last of the Old Testament history 10 be written; Malachi gave and recorded the last prophecy
of the Old Testament. For a full picture of the conditions in Judah during the time of Malachi, Ezra 7-10 and the
book of Nehemiah must be read.

B. i.
1. The date of the book can be determined by the material it contains.

a. The temple had been rebuilt by the time of Malachi (1:7-10).

b. Spiritual abuses had developed. See Neh. 5:4; 13:10-13.
1) The priests had become lax in their duties and lives (1:6; 2:1-9).
2) Divorce was common (2:14-16).
3) The people were intermarrying with the heathen (2:11-16; of. Ezra 9-10).
4) There was 3 problem with tithing (3:8f; cf. Neh. 10:37-39).

c. The conditions among the returnees being as described by Malachi, it is clear that the time coincided with that of Ezra
and Nehemiah. Thus the book was written about 440 B.C. '

2. The style of writing followed by Malachi is distinctive among the prophets.

a. He offered an assertion or a charge; he stated an objection from the viewpoint of those addressed; and be presented
a refutation of the objection which verified the initial assertion Of charge.

b. Examples of the foregoing are t0 be found in these passages:
1) 1 have loved you (1:26).
2) You have despised my name (1:6D).
3) Judah has been faithless (2! 10-16).
4) You have wearied the Lord with your words 2:17).
5) You have turned aside my statutes 3.
6) You have robbed God (3:86).
T) Your words have been stout against me (3:13).

3. The book exposes the true condition of the people of J udah.

a. The priests offered defective sacrifices (1:6-9).

b. The priests would not so much as close the doors of the temple without pay (1:10.

c. The heathen had greater esteem for God than his own people did (1:11).

d. Jewish wives were being put away SO that their faithless husbands could marry the daughters of 2 strange god :11
16).

e. There was a Spirit of doubt among the people in that they perceived God as either 100 weak or too indifferent to corre
the evil that reigned.

£. The rebellious attitude that had characterized their ancient forebears continued in that present generation. The apatf
and selfishness Haggai and Zechariah had earlier exposed still corrupted many in the nation.

4. Several specific sins are condemned by Malachi:
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a. The moral offenses of adultery, perjury, and oppression (3:5).
b. Divorce (2:16; of. Mark 10:2-9).

c. Skepticism (3:141).

d. Corrupt priests (2:7-9).

e. Robbing God by withholding proper tithes (3:8-10).

5. The lessons taught by Malachi are significant to our day.

a. He teaches that religious ceremony, while important, is not the end in itself.

b. He teaches that cheap religion is worthless.
¢. He shows that intermarriage with unbelievers interfered with the purposes of God.

6. Malachi in the New Testament.

a. Paul appealed to the statement of Malachi 1:2-3 in Romans 9:13.

b. The New Testament points back to Malachi's prediction of the messenger who was to pave the way for the Messiah
(Mal. 3:1; Matt. 11:10). [Mark 1:2 combines Malachi 3:1 and Isaiah 40:3].

¢. The man styled Elijah the prophet in (Mal. 4:5f) is identified as John the Baptist in Matthew 11:14 and Luke 7:27f.

d. Malachi made references to the Messiah (Mal. 1:11; 4:2; 3:1).

1. Introduction: Mal. 1:1.
9. The sinful priests aré condemned: 1:2 - 2:9.

a. The Lord introduces the reproof by stating his love for Israel: 1:2-3.
1) His love is stated: 1:2.
2) His love has been clearly demonstrated: 1:3-5.
b. The unfaithful priests and people are rebuked: 1:6-14.
1) The sacrifices they gave were worthless: 1:6-8.
2) The priests would scarcely close the doors or build a fire on the altar without being paid: 1:9f.
3) The Gentiles would be more grateful to the Lord: 1:11.
4) They had polluted the temple: 1:12f.
5) God's curse upon them is stated: 1:14.
¢. God's curse upon the corrupted priests delineated: 2:1-9.
1) They must quickly change to avoid the penalty: 2:1-4.
2) God's covenant with Levi and the ideal priest: 2:5-7.
3) The degraded priests would be disgraced: 2:8f.

_God condemns their divorces and mixed marriages: 2:10-16.

a. He affirms that all of Israel have the same father, yet they had dealt treacherously against each other: 2:10.

b. They had also dealt treacherously by marrying the daughters of a strange god, and God would deal harshly with the
guilty: 2:11f.

¢. Their shameful dealings had caused many tears 10 fall upon the altar: 2:13.

d. God hates their practice of putting away the wives of their youth: 2: 14-16.

_ God condemn their religious indifference and doubt: 2:17 - 4:6.

a. They had wearied the Lord by claiming that a man could do as he pleased and God would be pleased with him, and
by denying the fact of any judgment from God: 2:17.
b. The Lord's states his coming judgment: 3:1-6.
1) His appearance would be as a refining fire: 3:1f.
2) The priests and the people would be purified: 3:3-5.
3) God affirms his unchangeable nature: 3:6.
¢. God denounces their withholding of the proper tithes and offerings: 3:7-12.
1) The fickleness of the people and their selfish giving are stated: 3:7-9.
2) The Lord promises to bless them bountifully if they will live up to their duty: 3:10-12.
d. The Lord defends his justice: 3:13 - 4:3.
1) They thought they had served God without reward, while the wicked had prospered: 3:13-15.
2) The Lord would separate the wicked from the righteous: 3:16-18.
3) The wicked would be utterly destroyed: 4:1.
4) The righteous would be exalted and glorified: 4:2f.
e. The prophet's closing admonitions: 4:4-6.
1) The faithful are exhorted 10 observe the Mosaic Law: 4:4,
2. Elijah the prophet and his work of preparation are announced: 4:5f.
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MALACHI 1

A. Malachi 1:1-5: The Lord Affirms His I ove for Israel.
1. Verse 1: "The burden of the word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi.”

a. The burden of the Lord is the oracle which he now directs toward Israel. It is a burden in that it offers a weight that
they must bear if they wish to be pleasing to their God. But God's word is not grievous (1 John 5:3); it is a pleasure
to learn its message and to obey its precepts.

b. If Israel had not been out of line, there would have been no need for this message. But since their return to the land
from captivity, they had wandered from the paths of holiness, and had stumbled over the problems that arose.

c. One can easily appreciate their predicament. Returning to the land of promise, they doubtless thought that their
problems were over, that God would now bless them gloriously, and that the Messiah might be coming before long.
1) But their struggles must continue, despite having returned to the land of their fathers. God would supply what they

could not provide for themselves, but there would be many hardships they must learn to bear, and many problems
they must solve. Under the best of circumstances, God's people must learn to walk in faith, following God's way
implicitly, and trusting him completely.

2) There are many similarities between the situation of Israel following their exile, and our case today, following the
restoration of the true church.

2. Verse 2: "I have loved you, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us? Was not Esau Jacob's brother?
saith the LORD: yet I loved Jacob."

a. With their many problems and discouragements, the Israelites had become despondent and full of doubt. "If God
loved us, why are we facing these difficulties? Why_does he not remove.them.with.a. wave.of his hand?”,

b. At the first of this oracle, God reaffirms his love for Israel. Following the pattern used in the book, he states their
objection to the affirmation, and then proceeds to answer their objection. Consistently throughout the Bible, God
shows and declares his love for his people.

c. The objection placed in the mouths of the Jews is, "Wherein hast thou loved us?" When someone gets into trouble,
it may appear to him that God has deserted him, that if the Lord had loved him, he would not be facing the difficulties
before him. This was the view expressed by the Jews.

d. God's reply is: "Was not Esau the brother. of Jacab2.And.yet.].loved Jacob." God made a choice between these two
twins as to which would be the forerunner of the nation he was to build from Abraham's descendants. He chose Jacob
and rejected Esau.

1) The fact is, that God loved both of these brothers. But he loved Jacob more in the sense that he chose him for the
purposes he intended to fulfill.

2) The manner in which the Bible expresses the difference between love and hate in some cases follows this pattern:
Jacob loved Rachel more than he loved Leah; the lesser love he had for Leah is described as hate (Gen. 29:30f).
Also, we are told to love the Lord more than we love our own family members; this lesser sentiment is called
hatred (Luke 14:26; cf. Matt. 10:37).

3. Verse 3: "And I hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his heritage waste for the dragons of the. wilderngss..

a. The statement of God's greater love for Jacob was made many centuries after these two men had passed from earthly
scenes. The Lord had their descendants in mind, and not primarily the two individuals. The prophet points to the
condition of the two nations that sprang from Jacob and Esau to establish his point that God had loved Jacob and hated
Esau.

1) Romans 9:10-14: "And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one, even by our father Isaac; (For
the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election
might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. As
it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have 1 hated. What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with
God? God forbid. "

2) Paul quoted from Malachi.in.making.his-peint,.and.showed.that.the.original choice-was-made-between-these-tweo

_boys prior. to their birth, and thus before either had.done good.or.evil,..

b. Esau's descendants, known as Edom, set up their headquarters in the mountains of Palestine, where they seemed to
occupy invulnerable strongholds. They even boasted of their impregnable cities.

¢. But God was able to bring their nation to ruin, as he predicted in the writings of Obadiah and others: Jeremiah 49:17f;
Ezekiel 25:12-14; Joel 3:19; Amos 1:11f. As Malachi wrote, God had laid waste to the refuges of Edom, now a fit
dwelling for jackals.

4. Verse 4: "Whereas Edom saith, We are impoverished, but we will return and build the desolate places; thus saith the

LORD of hosts, They shall build, but I will throw down; and they shall call them, The border of wickedness, and, The
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people against whom the LORD hath indignation for ever."

a. The remnants of the Edomites vowed to rebuild their strength, but God stated that their efforts would be wasted.
Eventually, they were absorbed by the Nabataeans (Arabs), and by 100 A.D. had lost their identity as a separate
people.

b. The history of Edom, with which the Israelites were doubtless familiar, showed conclusively that God had indeed
loved Jacob (and his descendants).

¢. God had decreed that Israel would continue as a separate nation, while other nations of those ancient times would cease
to exist. Jeremiah 30:11: "For I am with thee, saith the LORD, to save thee: though I make a full end of all nations
whither I have scattered thee, yet will I not make a full end of thee: but I will correct thee in measure, and will not
leave thee altogether unpunished."

5. Verse 5: "And your eyes shall see, and ye shall say, The LORD will be magnified from the border of Israel."

a. The people of Israel would continue through history, and see the fulfillment of the things God decreed against Edom.

b. Those who were perceptive would come to magnify the God of heaven, and to see him magnified by uncounted
millions among the Gentile nations (during the gospel age).

B. Noiliahy 1s60- Tesael's T il B Sen i Theke Ssritices,
1. Verse 6: "A son honoureth his father,-and-a-servant his master: if then I be a father, where is mine honour? and if I be
a master, where is my fear? saith the LORD of hosts unto you, O priests, that despise my name. And ye say, Wherein
have we despised thy name?"
a. The prophet gives the corrupt priests a scathing rebuke, accusing them of despising God. Throughout their history,
Israel had been taught to honor their fathers. It was expected and demanded of servants that they honor their masters.
1) One of the ten commandments required that children honor their fathers and mothers (Ex. 20:12). In extreme cases
of rebellion on the part of the son against the parents, the death penalty was prescribed (Ex. 21:15,17; Deut.
21:18-21).

2) But now even the priests, who were charged with offering sacrifices to God and teaching the Law to the people,
were showing their contempt for God.

b. Anyone who will not obey the will of the Lord shows contempt for him. "Wherefore hast thou despised the
commandment of the Lord, to do evil in his sight...Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house;
because thou hast despised me..." (2 Sam. 12:9f). When David disobeyed God's word, he showed despite for God.
Cf. Job 23:12; 1 John 5:3; 1 Samuel 15:22.

c. The priests' natural reply was to ask in what way they had despised God, implying by the question their denial of the
charge. The Lord gives the specification of the charge in the next verse, which brings up another denial of another
charge.

2. Verse 7: "Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar; and ye say, Wherein have we polluted thee? In that ye say, The table
of the LORD is contemptible."

a. They had shown contempt for God by offering polluted bread upon his altar. This polluted bread was the improper
sacrifice they offered.

1) Leviticus 21:6: "They shall be holy unto their God, and not profane the name of their God: for the offerings of
the Lord made by fire, and the bread of their God, they do offer: therefore they shall be holy." Cf. Ezekiel 44:7.

2) When they offered the wrong kind of sacrifice or when they lived polluted lives, their sacrifices were polluted and
unacceptable.

b. Their natural reply (which the Lord words for them) is to ask in what instance had they polluted him. The question
implies that they polluted the Lord when they soiled his sacrifices.

c. The answer the Lord gave stated that they polluted his sacrifices when they said, "The table of the Lord is
contemptible." His table was his altar upon which the sacrifices were burned.

1) By offering upon his altar impure victims, they polluted his sacrifices and dishonored his name, and declared the
altar to be contemptible.

2) When anyone treats God's appointments as so unimportant that they can make changes to them, they are saying
by their actions that those appointments may be treated with contempt, that they are subject to the whims of men.

3) When men today-make unauthorized changes to God's revealed-order-inany way, they show their contempt-for

3. Verse 8: "And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? offer it
now unto thy governor; will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy person? saith the LORD of hosts."

a. The Lord specifically identified the sinful practice that polluted his altar. They offered animals that were blind, lame
or sick.

1) The Mosaic Law required that their sacrificial animals were to meet definite qualifications. The passover lamb,
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for example, was to a male, one year old, and without blemish (Ex. 12:5).
2) God has always required a measure of sacrifice on the part of those who would serve him with honor.
b. The Israelites were told to give a tenth of their income, and make various sacrifices through the year. One who would
serve God acceptably must be willing to pay a price.
1) David refused to offer a sacrifice to God that did not cost him something (2 Sam. 24:24).
2) God does not want the left-overs; and he will not accept tainted offerings. The Israelites of Malachi's day sought
to offer as sacrifices animals that were lame or sick, which were without value on the market.
c. God, speaking with irony, asks them whether the civil governor would be pleased to accept such a gift. They would
not deign to give to another human such as they tried to give to the Lord!
d. Since God would not accept such sacrifices under the Law, we may be certain that similar maimed worship we might
offer today is unacceptable to him. To do so is to offer polluted worship.
1) When we pray, our hearts and minds must be in tune with our words.
2) When we eat the Lord's Supper, our minds-must be filled with remembrances of the Lord's death on the cross,
and our hearts must be genuinely concerned with those thoughts.
3)_ When we give of our means, our gift must be from the heart; we must give because we want to give.

4) When we sing praise to the Lord, our minds must be cognizant of what our lips are singing, and our hearts must
sincerely believe the sentiments we express in the words of the song.

5) When God's word is read and presented, our minds must be focused on what is being presented, and our hearts
must enter into this meditation sincerely.

e. To reason that God ought to be pleased with whatever is offered sincerely by man, is foolish thinking; it is to think
presumptuously. This passage says that such is evil. It does make a difference how we worship God! Cf. Gen.esis
4: Leviticus 10:1f; John 4:24; Colossians 3:16f.

4. Verse 9: "And now, I pray you, beseech God that he will be gracious unto us: this hath been by your means: will he
regard your persons? saith the LORD of hosts."

a. Is this verse to be taken as a straightforward appeal for the Jews to repent and to ask for forgiveness? Or is it to be
understood as a statement of irony? It seems to be irony, when verse ten is considered.

1) The priests were the cause of these faulty offerings, for had they been true to their calling, they would have taught
the people better, and would not haveoffered the defective animals.

2) The prophet calls on them to pray that God might be gracious, and thus see if he would accept their prayers because
of who they were (priests).

b. Coffman suggested that the thought of the verse would be this if it is taken as ironic: "Seeing that you have accepted
and used all these worthless sacrifices and offered them upon God's altar, why don't you now pray for God's favor?

Mﬂgst’hy_e_lmp rressed God with the type of offerings you have placed upon the altar!" (p.246).

c. God will not hear one who lives and worships according to his own desires, and does not heed the will of God.
He will not accept and uphold anyone because that person is (or claims to be) a child of God.

1) In our modern religious climate, men ridicule the idea that God has a law that must be heeded. Foolishly thinking
that God's grace has outlawed God's law, they follow their own thinking and desires in worship and life.

2) Just because one offers in worship that which pleases himself and other men, does not mean that God is pleased
with it. It might be loathsome to him! The only possible way we can know what God wants is to learn it in his
revealed word, the Bible. Hence, we are sternly warned not to go beyond what is written.

C. Malachi 1:10-14: The Contrast Between the Present Priests and the Gentiles of the Future.
1. Verse 10: "Who is there even among you that would shut the doors for nought? neither do ye kindle fire on mine altar
for nought. I have no pleasure in you, saith the LORD of hosts, neither will I accept an offering at your hand."

a. The ASV gives a different rendition: "Oh that there were one among you that would shut the doors, that ye might
not kindle fire upon mine altar in vain! I have no pleasure in you, saith Jehovah of hosts, neither will I accept an
offering at your hand." The context allows either rendering.

1) The ASV expresses the thought that God would have the temple doors closed, so that no polluted offering might
be presented. Better no offering at all than to have one that was defective. But there was not one among them
who had the sufficient desire for truth and purity to shut the doors to prevent unscriptural worship.

2) The KJV expresses another charge against the priesthood, describing them as so worldly-minded that they would
do nothing in the Lord's service without pay.

b. Addressing the issue directly, God affirms that the priests are so disinterested in God's way and so selfishly inclined
to please themselves, that they would not even close the doors of the temple without being paid! Their dedication to
the service of God was so weak that they would not even kindle the fire on the altar without being paid to do so.

¢. God had no pleasure in them; their sinful conduct was such that he could not condone it. Thus, he would not accept
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an offering from them.

1) Just think of it. They were so far gone into sin that the Lord had to reject their worship! Cf. Psalm 66:18;
Proverbs 28:9; John 9:31.

2) Any worship that is offered insincerely, or which is polluted by human thinking, is rejected. Matthew 15:8f.

2. Verse 11: "For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same my name shall be great among the

Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name shall be great

among the heathen, saith the LORD of hosts."

a. The condition described by Wy@s&mﬂng_ma day of Malachi. The statement pointed to a time in
the future when many among the Gentiles would revere the name of the Almighty, and offer to him the kind of
worship that he desired.

b. Wﬂﬂmmmﬁlﬁllﬂsgﬁgﬂpﬁm&mam 1:18-32; Acts 17:30f. But during the
Christian Age, this is what has happened. Our brethren of the first century carried the gospel to the Gentiles, who
received it in countless places, and embraced the worship of God in spirit and in truth.

c. nemmgmmﬁmwmw rship of the Gentiles (and Jews) und,er,ChLi,SLthgoffcging,,of
incense and sacrifices (offerings) represents New Testament worship, and do no refer to the literal actions of burning
incense and offering animal sacrifices.

1) Revelation 5:8: " And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the
Lamb, having every one of the harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints."

2) Hebrews 13:15f: "By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise t0 God continually, that is, the fruit of our
lips giving thanks to his name. But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well
pleased.”

3) Romans 12:1f; "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but
be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect
will of God."

d." TEPEPMW@,JM%W ‘Messiah, not. in any one locality, but from.one end of the earth to
the other, God's name ,!Vﬂ(),ul,d,bc.,great,amongrihe Gentiles" (Hailey, p.410).

_ Verse 12: "But ye have profaned it, in that ye say, The table of the LORD is polluted; and the fruit thereof, even his

meat, is contemptible."”

a. The Lord expected the Jews t0 be an excellent example of a people who believed and served the Living God of
Heaven. He expected them to observe the laws of morality and religion which he set forth in the Mosaic Covenant.
By being the faithful and devoted people he intended, the Gentiles who came in contact with them would be duly
influenced to follow lives of righteousness.

b. But the Jews did not live up to the high standard of expectation God had for them.

1) Instead of influencing the Gentiles around them to become righteous, they were influenced by the paganism of the
Gentiles.

2) Instead of serving God with loyalty, they lived to please themselves. Their immoral conduct often equalled that
of the pagans.

3) Rather than offer to God the praise he deserved, and thus worship him according to his divine mandate, they sought
to please themselves in worship.

4) Even the priests were afflicted with the departure from God's standard, and in some instances, they led the people
away from God's word. Thus, they offered only perfunctory worship, merely going through the outward motions.
In other instances, they foolishly departed from the God-given motions.

c. By their actions, if not also by their words, they considered God's altar to be polluted and his sacrifices contemptible.
They were guilty of profaning God's way, making it nothing more than a common, worldly arrangement. What an
awful condition!

1) "This lesson should be indelibly  stamped upon worshipers of today who perfunctorily Wnindessfergious
service to God" (Hailey, p.410).

2) "Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should
let them slip. For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received
a just recompence of reward; How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to
be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him" (Heb. 2:1-3).

4. Verse 13: "Ye said also, Behold, what a weariness is it! and ye have snuffed at it, saith the LORD of hosts; and ye

brought that which was torn, and the lame, and the sick; thus ye brought an offering: should I accept this of your hand?

saith the LORD.”
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a. Not only had they profaned God's system and deplored it as contemptible, but they had considered it wearisome to
follow it. They thought their priestly work to to be a weariness. They took no pleasure in their godly calling, but
deemed it as a burden hard to be borne. Cf. Psalm 122:1.

b. They had been perfectly willing to offer on the altar such animals as were brought to them by the people. An animal
that had been torn by some wild beast, or one which was lame or sick, they heedlessly offered, although such was
contrary to God's word.

c. They "snuffed at" God's work. Clarke described this action in this way: "It is a metaphor taken from cattle that do.
not like their fodder. They blow strongly. through their nose upon it; and after this, neither-they-nor-any-other-cattle
will eat it" (p.800).-

d. What a lesson for preachers, elders, deacons, teachers, and all Christians! Every item that God has included in his
system is important, and nothing is to be treated as if it is negotiable.

1) God is in heaven; we live on his footstool. God's word is universal in its application; we do not have the right to
limit it. His will is all-inclusive; we have no right to exclude anything he included. His word applies to all time;
there will never be a generation on earth over whom it does not have authority.

2) We do not have the right to say whether we will do what God says, if we expect to be blessed by his grace. Our
excuses do not set aside his requirements. It may appear to us that our labor is in vain, for few if any respond to
our many efforts to lead them to Christ. But we must continue to "preach the word" and leave the increase to
God's capable hands! 1 Corinthians 3:6.

3) We might get the notion that serving God is meaningless, since we see little by way of visible manifestation of
God's providence. But the only way we can serve God is by faith; and faith comes by hearing his word. We must
leave the final results and consequences of our service in his hands, to be fulfilled in the ways and by the means
and at the time he chooses.

Verse 14: "But cursed be the deceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and voweth, and sacrificeth unto the Lord a

corrupt thing: for I am a great King, saith the LORD of hosts, and my name is dreadful among the heathen."

a. The Lord pronounces a curse on the deceiver who had the proper kind of animal to offer to God, but decides to offer
a defective sacrifice instead, either claiming or implying that this is the best he can offer. We must make good our
vows. We cannot make a vow in the warmth of the moment, and then when reality of day comes, try to divest
ourselves of the responsibility of the vow by claiming we do not have the means to fulfill it.

1) Such a person might be able to deceive some of his fellowmen, but nothing is hidden from the eye of God!
Hebrews 4:13.

2) There is a great lesson in this for us. A partial truth is a whole lie. We must not fall into the practice of deceiving
others with half-truths. We must cultivate the disposition that everything we say or imply is truth, the whole truth,
and only the truth (Eph. 4:24f; Col. 2:8f; Rev. 21:8).

b. God is a great King; he rules the entire universe; his authority extends to both the seen and the unseen realms of time
and eternity. The name of God is feared by all who have seen or who have perceived his power.

1) Those people in Bible times who saw some manifestation of God's glorious being or power in a miraculous
demonstration, without exception, were so impressed that they knew they were nothing in comparison with him.
Genesis 28; Exodis 3:1-6; Isaiah 6; Daniel 5; Matthew 17:1-5; 28:1-4; Acts 9:1-6.

2) When people grasp the great truth that God is all-powerful, and that he has created the universe and continues to
sustain it, and who see God's hand of providence in action, they are subdued by his majestic power.
Understanding the truth that God created all things, since there is no other logical way to explain the presence of
the universe and life, and perceiving the complexities of nature, we are humbled by the awesome power God
possesses. When we see the evidences and proofs that the Bible is truly God's inspired and inerrant word, and
learning the requirements God has given to us in that revelation, we are greatly impressed with the awe-inspiring
power of that truth.

¢. Like the foolish priests and people of Malachi's generation, many today scoff at the idea that there is a God in heaven,
that Jesus is his Son, that the Bible is his inspired and authoritative word, that we must stand before Christ in
Judgment, and that an awesome eternity awaits us all. How humbled and dejected and horrorstricken they will be
when they enter the spirit-world and face the stark reality which the Bible reveals! .
1) "...For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee

shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. So then every one of us shall give account of himself to
God" (Rom. 14:10-12).

2) "0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how un-searchable are his judgments, and
his ways past finding out!...For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever.
Amen" (Rom. 11:33,36).
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MALACHI 2

A. Malachi 2:1-4: The Priests Are Threatened Because of Their Neglect.

1. Verses 1f: "And now, O ye priests, this commandment is for you. If ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart,
to give glory unto my name, saith the LORD of hosts, I will even send a curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings:
yea, [ have cursed them already, because ye do not lay it to heart."

a. Having clearly exposed the sinful ways of the priests and rebuked them severely in chapter one, the prophet reveals
in this section the curse of God they are facing.

b. They are given another chance to do right. If they will hear God's commandment, and lay it to heart, and give glory
to God's name by doing what he requires, they will avoid the curse. If they do not do so, the curse will descend in
full fury. Verse three details the curse.

c. The curse will involve a reversal of their blessings. “But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice
of the Lord thy God, to observe to do all his commandments and his statutes which I command thee this day; that all
these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee: Cursed shall thou be in the city, and cursed shalt thou be in
the field. Cursed shall be thy basket and thy store. Cursed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy land,
the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep. Cursed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and cursed shalt thou
be when thou goest out” (Deut. 28:15-19).

d. God had already begun to bring the curse upon them. Haggai 1:6-11.

2. Verses 3f: "Behold, I will corrupt your seed, and spread dung upon your faces, even the dung of your solemn feasts;
and one shall take you away with it. And ye shall know that I have sent this commandment unto you, that my covenant
might be with Levi, saith the LORD of hosts."

a. The seed of the priest would be corrupted (rebuked - ASV). This likely refers to the crops which the rest of Israel
raised for the benefit of those who served as priests. Numbers 18:21-32. God would not allow the harvests to be
as plentiful as necessary for the priests to be properly fed.

b. The dung referred to is the refuse left from the sacrifices.

1) The unused parts, including the head, legs, innards, etc., were to be taken out of the camp and burned (Ex. 29:14;
Lev. 4:11f; 16:27). But God would cause it to be spread over their faces! Being thus polluted, these priests would
not be allowed to perform their services.

2) "To speak of spreading dung on the faces of the priests is strong language, indeed! It indicates an ignominious
humiliation in which the priests are treated as dung, making them unfit for the service'of the Lord, and fit only
to be carried away without the camp from his presence. The priests will be swept away as dung" (Hailey, p.412).

c. The tribe of Levi was chosen as the priestly tribe; from their ranks came those who served as priests. No one else
had that privilege under the Law, not even Christ.

1) But even those Levites had to meet certain qualifications before they could be selected to serve. Num. 4. God
had enforced these restrictions.

2) Under the New Covenant, the entire separate priesthood would be eliminated. Now every Christian is a priest.
1 Peter 2:5,9.

3) These priests would learn that God meant what he said, and that he had sent the curse upon them, when they began
to see it come to pass.

B. Malachi 2:5-9: The Ideal and the Real Are Contrasted.

1. Verse 5: "My covenant was with him of life and peace; and I gave them to him for the fear wherewith he feared me,
and was afraid before my name."

a. The covenant mentioned is the one God made with the tribe of Levi, and respected the mandate that from Levi's
descendants the priests of Israel would be chosen.

1) Levi in the context stands for the priestly tribe. The man named Levi was one of Jacob's sons, and had been dead
for many generations.

2) Instructions are related in Numbers 25 (12ff) and Deuteronomy (33:8-11) to the priestly tribe. The covenant
offered life and peace to them provided they fulfilled their duties properly.

b. Those who served as priests were to fear God as Levi (the ideal priesthood) had feared him. This fear was one of
reverence and awe that God's being demands, but not fear in the sense of abject terror. Cf. Numbers 25:6-13.

¢. Those priests of Malachi's time did not reverence God for they did not discharge their priestly duties in accordance
with God's will.

d. The time would come when the entire Law, including its special priesthood, would be removed and replaced by the
Law of the Gospel. Galatians 3:23; Hebrews 7.

2. Verse 6: "The law of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was not found in his lips: he walked with me in peace and
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equity, and did turn many away from iniquity."

a. The Lord continues to use the example of Levi (the ideal priesthood of Mosaic days) as the standard by which the

priests of Malachi's day should be measured. What God set up as the standard for the priesthood was what these
priests should have noted.

b. Levi held to the law of truth; iniquity was not found in his lips; he walked with God in peace and uprightness; he
turned many from their sinful ways.

¢. These things could not be said about the current generation of priests. They were little concerned with truth; they had
little regard for turning men from iniquity.

3. Verse 7: "For the priest's lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth: for he is the messenger
of the LORD of hosts."

a. The priests who met God's standard had a working knowledge of God's word. Teaching his word was part of their
obligations. In order to teach it, they had to study it. And if they did not follow it themselves, they would be poor
teachers of it!

b. At the same time, the people should have a desire 10 Jearn God's word, and seek it from the priests. Before the truth
can be taught, there must be students who have a willingness t0 hear, consider, and learn.

c. The priests, in God's arrangement, Were God's messengers. *Only here is 2 priest called a messenger Of angel of
Jehovah, as only in Haggai is the prophet designated as Jehovah's messenger Of angel (1:13). Both priests and
prophets were Jehovah's messengers” (Hailey, p.413).

4. Verse 8: "Butye are departed out of the way; ye have caused many © stumble at the law; ye have corrupted the covenant
of Levi, saith the LORD of hosts.”

a. Having prought to their attention the standard God intended for the Levitical priests t©0 meet, the inspired propbet
boldly states that those priests of his day had departed from God's way. This is a strong accusation!

b. But they had also caused many t0 stumble at God's law. Instead of teaching men to love and respect God's law, they
had encouraged their refutation of that law. The law was not a means of strength and encouragement, but a cause
for stumbling to them. Many in our day are being mislead by false teachers among us, and instead of holding to the
gospel as the source of salvation, strength, and hope, they rob it of its power in the teachings they deliver.

¢. These priests had perverted the covenant. Instead of receiving the challenges and conditions of the covenant and
giving their lives to fulfilling them, they had shown little regard for the covenant, and had shunned their obligations
to it.

5. Verse 9: “Therefore have 1 also made you contemptible and base pefore all the people, according as ye have not kept

my ways, but have been partial in the law."

a. They had failed to live up 10 their part of the agreement (covenant), SO God was not obligated to keep his part. AS
they had held the covenant as contemptible, sO God would consider them likewise to be contemptible.

b. They would lose the respect the people formerly had for them. God said he would cause them to become contemptible
and base before the people.

c. These priests had shown respect of persons in the administration of their duties, SO they would find the disfavor of

God.

. Malach O A » 1ls C A ANith Hed en.

1. Verse 10: "Have W not all one father? hath not one God 7 why do we deal treacherously every man against
his brother, by profaning the covenant of our fathers?"

a. God is the only Father of the Israelite nation. The Israelites Were his sons and daughters, and hence were brothers

and sisters to each other. Why, then, were they dealing treacherously with each other?

b. They dealt treacherously by profaning (making common) the covenant God had made with their forefathers. The
corTupt priests had profaned the covenant by refusing to honor their obligations under the 1aw; and in the following
context, the Lord shows that others had profaned it by disregarding his law concerning marriage.

2. Verse 11; "Judah hath dealt treacherously, and an abomination is committed in Israel and in Jerusalem; for Judah hath

ptofaned the holiness of the LORD which he loved, and hath married the daughter of a strange god."

a. The nation had been taken into captivity by their enemies. A portion of them had returned 0 the land of promise.
These are addressed by three names: Judah, Israel and Jerusalem. Judah is the name for the nation; Jerusalem i
their capital city; Israel is the holy name by which God calls them.

b. God charges them with a serious offense, an abomination. They should have been exalting God's holiness, but hat
profaned it "by marrying 'the daughter of a foreign god.' 'The daughter of 2 foreign god' 1S used of a woman wh
is an idolatress, the worshiper of a heathen deity. Intermarriage with these had been specifically forbidden in th
covenant (Exod. 34:16). Solomon's violation of this law had opened the door for idolatry to enter into Judah (1 King

11:1-2; Neh. 13:23-27). Will the same sin nOW lead to a new apostasy?" (Hailey, p.413).
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3. Verse 12: "The LORD will cut off the man that doeth this, the master and the scholar, out of the tabernacles of Jacob,
and him that offereth an offering unto the LORD of hosts."

a. The individual who is guilty of this crime will be cut off by the Lord. It does not matter the standing of the man; if
he was a scholar (student) or a master (teacher), he would be cut off.

b. The translation of the passage is said to be difficult; it may involve a proverbial statement that makes more sense in
Hebrew than in English. But the basic thought of the verse is simple: those who violate this standard must suffer the
penalty.

4. Verse 13: "And this have ye done again, covering the altar of the LORD with tears, with weeping, and with crying out,
insomuch that he regardeth not the offering any more, or receiveth it with good will at your hand."

a. The Lord brings up another charge against many in Judah. The problem is that God finds their offerings unacceptable
on account of the tears and crying out being done before the altar. The cause of the tears is the indicated in the next
three verses: Jewish husbands were putting away their wives, and marrying foreign women (see verse 11).

b. The altar was being covered with tears, weeping and crying out. "...The expression is a metaphor in which the
rejected wives were covering the altar with their tears, weeping and sighing to such a degree that the fire was
extinguished and the sacrifices were never received but rather rejected by Jehovah. The tears of these mistreated
wives stood as an impenetrable barrier between the worshipers and Jehovah" (Hailey, p.416).

5. Verse 14: "Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because the LORD hath been witness between thee and the wife of thy youth, against
whom thou hast dealt treacherously: yet is she thy companion, and the wife of thy covenant.”

a. The connection between this verse and verse thirteen is obvious, clearly marking the tears and crying described there
to be those of the wives who had been put away by their selfish husbands.

b. The wife and husband had been bound together in a covenant, a covenant which God had noted, and which committed
them to live together until death (cf. Rom. 7:1f; 1 Cor. 7:1ff). But the husband had dealt treacherously with the wife
of his youth, breaking his commitment with her for the company of a younger wife.

¢. The demanding question which asserted denial of wrong-doing is thus answered by the Lord.

6. Verse 15: "And did not he make one? Yet had he the residue of the spirit. And wherefore one? That he might seek a
godly seed. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treacherously against the wife of his youth."

a. The ASV gives this rendition: "And did he not make one, although he had the residue of the Spirit? And wherefore
one? He sought a godly seed. Therefore, take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treacherously with the wife of
his youth."

b. This is a very difficult passage; there are nearly as many interpretations as there are commentators.

1) Some have speculated that the reference in this verse is to what happened between Abraham and Hagar, which
Sarah instigated; however, there is no proof that this connection pertains.

2) Verse sixteen states God's plain position that he hates the human practice of divorce; this verse, therefore, has
some connection with that attitude toward the dissolution of a marriage.

3) Ezra 9:2. God wanted the Israelite lineage to be kept untainted by marriage with the pagans.

c. The verse may simply be stating God's plan for marriage, that he intended for there to be only one woman and one
man to constitute one marriage. God did not make two or more wives for Adam; he only made Eve (Gen. 2).

1) God had the means to have created many helpmeets for Adam; why then did he make only one? So thata godly
seed could be produced. Perhaps the reference is to the Sinless One who eventually came to take away the sin
of the world. Possibly the reference is to the godliness of any of the children produced by a marriage developed
according to God's plan for marriage and the home (i.e., one husband and one wife).

2) The warning is clear: take heed to your spirit lest you deal treacherously with the wife of your youth.

7. Verse 16: "For the LORD, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away: for one covereth violence with his
garment, saith the LORD of hosts: therefore take heed to your spirit, that ye deal not treacherously.”

a. Plainly stating the proposition, God affirms his hatred of man's sinful practice of putting away (divorce).

1) God hates it, but mankind often loves it. Only a few generations ago in America, the average person also hated
divorce, but not so with our present generation.

2) A common idea exists today in the thinking of many, that if a marriage does not work out, a divorce can easily
be obtained. Hence, we have evolved a diabolical practice called " no-fault-divorce," in which a marriage can be
dissolved if both parties desire it.

b. God also hates the practice of covering violence. One who puts away his wife, coldly ignoring the damage such an
action produces and the tears it stirs, incurs the strong disapproval of the Almighty!

¢. The verse closes by restating the strong warning with which the previous verse concluded. "Such a vigorous warning
and exhortation from the Lord in a former decadent and permissive age should not be silenced; its principle should
be heralded to the ends of the earth in our own time" (Hailey, p.417).
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D. Malachi 2:17: The Peaple Have Wearied the Lord.

1. Verse 17: "Ye have wearied the LORD with your words. Yet ye say, Wherein have we wearied him? When ye say,
Every one that doeth evil is good in the sight of the LORD, and he delighteth in them; or, Where is the God of
judgment?"

a. A new subject is introduced by this verse. The prophet bluntly charged the Jews with having wearied God with their
words. They had tried the patience of the Lord.

b. They made the same mistake that earlier generations in Israel had made, namely by confusing good and evil. Isaiah
5:20f: "Woe to them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put
bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight! "
1) When a man or a society of men conclude that they are able to determine what is good and what is evil, using their

own subjective thinking to produce a system of beliefs that pleases their own hearts, they weary the Lord.

2) In American society, the current generation has decided that it is able to know what is right and wrong. But at the
same time, they deny that there is any real standard of right and wrong, that there is nothing which is wrong. We
are more highly-educated that any previous generation perhaps, but we lack one thing earlier generations
possessed: a firm belief in the authority of the Bible.

3) What God said to these ancient Israelites is equally needed by many of our own time, even by many within the
Lord's church. 1 Corinthians 10:12; 9:27; 2 Corinthians 11:3.

c. Another attitude they manifested is also a current problem. The Israelites had the disposition, and may have expressed
it in words: "Where is the God of judgment.”

1) In other words, we hear much about the judgment of God, how he punishes sin; but why is he not now doing so?
Why does he not bring judgment against us?

2) In this life, oftentimes the wicked are as well-blessed with material prosperity and happiness as the righteous are;
sometimes, even more blessed (seemingly) than the saints. But one must understand that God brings his judgments
upon man in his own ways and according to his own timetable. Psalm 73.

2. This verse introduces the rest of the book.
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MALACHI 3

A. Malachi 3:1-6: "The Day of Judgment is Coming.

1. Verse 1: "Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall
suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the
LORD of hosts."

a. The question was raised by the Israelites in the previous verse concerning the whereabouts of the God of justice. The
reply given by Malachi is found here. God promised that he would come; God's coming was in the person of Christ,
who was preceded by his messenger, John the Baptizer.

b. The messenger is identified in Malachi 4:5 as Elijah the prophet. But this was not the literal Elijah, but John the
Baptizer.

1) Isaiah 40:3: "The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in
the desert a highway for our God."

2) Matthew 3:3: “For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”

3) Mark 1:3: "The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. "

4) Luke 3:4: "As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in the
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”

5) John 1:23: "He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said
the prophet Esaias.”

6) Luke 1:17: "And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord."

7) Matthew 11:10-14: "For this is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which
shall prepare thy way before thee. Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen
a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. And
from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by
force. For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was
for to come."

¢. The work of this messenger was to prepare the way for the Lord who would follow him. John recognized his relative
inferiority to the Christ, and pointed the people to the Lord.

d. By speaking of the appearance of the Lord as being sudden, he did not mean his arrival would be immediate, but
would be at a time when they were not looking for him; it would be unannounced.

1) When Christ was born in Bethlehem, his situation was not one which suggested greatness. He was born in a stable,
into a poor family.

2) There was even some doubt in the minds of those who did not know the truth about the virtuousness of his mother.
The city where he grew up was despised. He lived the life of a poor and homeless person.

2. Verse 2: "But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner's
fire, and like fullers' soap."”

a. The expectations of the Jews concerning the Messiah were not what God intended. Their conception was that he would
condemn and punish their Roman overlords; but in fact, he came to rebuke the Jews.

b. His work during his personal ministry included exposing the errors and sins of the people, especially the leaders in
the nation. Thus, his work was intended to be like a refiner's fire and the fuller's soap. The refiner of gold and silver
used a hot fire to burn away the dross, leaving behind the pure metal. The fuller was one who washed and tended
to cloth, cleansing it of dirt by a strong lye soap.

c. The work the Messiah continues to do is ordered along the same lines, calling all men out of error and sin; he rebukes
every sin and false doctrine; he promises punishment for every evil-doer, and hope for all who will believe him.

3. Verse 3: "And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold
and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness. "

a. "He will sit as a judge purifying and cleansing, but not necessarily as a destroyer. The special objects of his purifying
and purging operation will be 'the sons of Levi,' the priests, who had been brought under such serve condemnation
(1:6-2:9)" (Hailey, p.419).

b. But the priesthood meant is not the priesthood of the Old Law, but that of the New Covenant.

1) 1 Peter 2:5,9: "Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ....But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation,
a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his
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marvellous light."

2) Hebrews 13:15f: "By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our
lips giving thanks to his name. But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well
pleased.”

4. Verse 4: "Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the LORD, as in the days of old, and as in
former years."

a. Following the work of the Messiah, when he had purified those indicated, these spiritual priests (Christians, the
church) would be able to offer sacrifices that are as pleasing to the Lord as those of former days, when old Israel
walked in the light of God's word.

b. The Lord did not suggest that Old Testament worship would be reinstated; rather, he was simply drawing a
comparison between the acceptable worship which the faithful in Israel offered and the acceptable worship which
would be offered under the New Covenant.

5. Verse 5: "And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the
adulterers, and against false swearers, and against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the
fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith the LORD of hosts. "

a. "The Lord now comes to the heart of his reply to their questions (2:17). Not only will he come in judgment against
the priests, but he will come also against all the wicked among the people. From the beginning of their history the
people had been plagued with sorcery and witchcraft, practices controlled by evil" (Hailey, p.420).

b. He specifies several categories of error and sin which must be purged from those who would be acceptable to the
Lord: sorcery; adultery; false swearers; oppression; injustice; irreverence and disobedience (absence of fear for the
Lord).

c. The problem lying behind the sins mentioned was their lack of fear for God. When men reach a point where they
do not fear God, they have arrived at a disposition of heart that will permit them to do anything they please. We will
be unsuccessful in turning sinful men from their wickedness unless we can instill in them a healthy fear and awe of
Jehovah. To do otherwise, is merely to treat the symptoms of their problem, and not the problem itself.

6. Verse 6: "For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed."

a. God affirms his unchangeable nature in this passage, listing this as the reason why the Israelites were not immediately
consumed. If he punished them with the penalty they deserved, they would be utterly destroyed.

b. God had made promises that he would fulfill through the descendants of Abraham. If he punished the wicked Israelites
(the descendants through whom he planned to bless mankind) as was meet, he would have to change his plan; this
he would not do; this he could not do. Why? Because he does not change! His purposes remain constant; he will
live up to his commitments. Cf. 2 Peter 3:8f. What is said in reference to God's Son in Hebrews 13:8, applies with
equal force to God the Father.

c. The verse makes no promise of unconditional salvation for anyone; it plainly states that God will not change his eternal
plan.

B. Malachi 3:7-12: The People Have Robbed Gad.

1. Verse 7: "Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and have not kept them. Return
unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the LORD of hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we return?”

a. From the time of their formation as a nation, the character of the people continued unchanged: they consistently
violated their covenant with God, turning aside from his will regularly. While there were many sincere and righteous
people among the nation down through the centuries, yet the majority of the individuals and generaations did not walk
in the old paths (cf. Jer. 6:16).

b. God's blessings and promises were always conditional (Lev. 26; Deut. 28). They had departed from God's way; he
commanded them to return; but instead of admitting their error and repenting, they denied they had strayed.

2. Verse 8: "Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and
offerings."

a. In response to their denial of having departed from God, the Lord asks them this question: "Will a man rob God?"
He quickly charged them with having done so.

b. Stubborn and rebellious people are not equipped to confess wrong. These wicked ones demanded to know, "Wherein
have we robbed thee?" Their question formed a denial of God's accusation, demanding that God prove his charge.

¢. Of course, the Lord would not make an accusation if he were unable to substantiate the indictment. He states that they
had robbed God in the matter of tithes and offerings, obviously meaning that they had short-changed him by failing

to give as they were commanded. See Leviticus 27:30-33.

d. "Jehovah had laid claim to ‘the heaven and the heaven of heavens, the earth, with all that is therein’ (Deut. 10:14).
Tithes and offerings freely given are acknowledgments of that ownership and of man's stewardship” (Hailey, p.421).
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the mediatorial work of Christ can fail to
appreciate how thatin himwe have an ever
living High Priest who is “holy, harmless,
undetiled, separate lrom sinners, and made
higher than the heavens” (FHeb. 7:25-26).
What is remarkable in the prophecy of
Zechariah, however, is that not only would
he be a priest, but that he would be “a
priest upon his throne.” He would be a
priest and king at the same time.

That this would be an extraordinary
change was recognized in Zechariah 6:13
where it says concerning the two offices
(king and priest), “The counsel of peace
shall be between them both.” Under the
faw of Moses it was not allowed that kings
should function as priest. The two offices
were kept separate. This is demonstrated in
the case of King Uzziah, who presumed to
act as a priest by poing into the temple to
offer incense and was stricken with leprosy
(1 Chron. 26:16ff).

In the time of Abraham, however, prior
to the Levitical priesthood, there was a
priest named Melchisedec wwho was also
king of Salem. As he was both priest and
king, Melchisedec was used by the Holy

Spirit as a type of Christ. In I'salm 110:1, the
kingly rule of Christ is foretold. Then in
verse b of the same Psalim there is the oath
that he would be “a priest torever after the
order of Melchisedec.” The Hebrews writer
brings these points together as pertectly
fulfitted in the King-I'riest Jesus Christ
(Heb, 8t 10:01-13; et al). Thus the
prophecy of Zechariah that there would be
peace tharmony) betwveen the tvo offices as
Christ serves perfectly in both roles.

This forcefully refutes the notion of pre-
millennialism that Christ will return to
carth to begin his reign and that his reign
will be upon the earth. Zechariah said he
would be a priest at the same time that he
is on his throne. 1t must follow that he
would not be a King without being a Priest.
But we find that it was never intended that
Christ be a priest on the carth (Heb. 8:4). He
is a priest in heaven (Heb. 8:2). If his priest-
hood is in heaven, so also is his throne. As
there can be no earthlv priesthood, there
can be no earthly throne.

2620 Shropshire Bled., Powell, TN 37849

Give Your Best

Roy H. Lanier, Jr.

IIMalachi call-
ing! — the
last call of the Old
Testament before the
voice of prophecy dies
into a silence of four
hundred years. One
great phase of Divine
revelation is now to

F close.
Thus the last book listed in the Old Tes-
tament, written by the prophet Malachi

1y

do not return and giv
o notreturn ay

7

(“my messenger,” or “messenger of Jeho-
vah™), a_book that is only fifty-five verses
contained within four.chapters,closeswitly,
Awarning of "a curse” (4:6)iLGod’s people,
e their best. Interest-
ingly the last book of alf ‘divine revelation
also closes with a_warning to any .whq
Ttake away. from. the words. of the book.of
this prophecy” (Rev..22:19),.as their part.in.
the tree of Jife and the holy city shall likes,
Jvise be taken away,
' Malachi was a contemporar.of.Ezra.and




Nehemiah and lived under the Persian rule
(note the mention of a ”govcrnur”~l:8).
“The mention_also of the temple (21031,
10), the sacrifices (h: 14), the.altar.(1:7),.the
fithes (:R).and the.incense.(1: 1. indicates
the _worship, at.the. temple. had...been
restored but was now being done negli-
g‘chﬂy, carclessly, and only as a ritual. This
avould indicate that Malachi's work fol-
jowed that of Ezra and Nehemiah in restor-.
ing the temple and its worship.

Perspectives of Malachi’s Purposes

Though Malachi_is | the first. of the
‘T\)—;T\T'mﬁ‘(z@z?\ judgment of the hea-

¥ otered 2 dgment
tsracl, They had grows
,__,\gog;gitf'q]_}_nu\i oy
about their worship (1:14). They surely had

not given their best. Their priests had
grown corrupt and partial (2:1-9). Mar-

then, he certainly offere
Shen, e
~against the erross of lsrac

riages with foreign women led them into
abominations (2:10-12), and disregard of
the marriage covenant with the wives of
their youth had brought about treachery
(2:14-16).

e

Mualachi’s style is somewhat singti-
lar. No other writer used the
approach and style as did Malachi.

e

Such a state of mind resulted in some
basic questions of their belicfs.

The Book of ‘Malachi’ is an argument
with the prophet’s contemporaries, not
only with the wicked, who in forgetful-
ness of what Yahweh is, corrupt the ritual,
fail to give the Temple its dues, abuse jus-
tice, marry foreign wives, divorce their
own, and commit other sins; but also with
the pious, who, equally fm'g(‘tful of God’s
character, are driven by the arrogance of
the wicked to ask, whether He loves
Israel, whether He isa God of Justice, and
to murmur that it is vain to serve Him.?

Malachi’s style is somewhat singular. No
other writer used the appr(mch and style as
did Malachi.

He was the 1lebrew Socrates. This style
was novel among the Jews. Itis known as
the didactic-dialectic method. First, he
makes a charge or an accusation; then he
fancics some one raises an ubjcction,
which he next procccds to refute in detail,
substantiating the truth of his original
proposition. ... Fis book may be fairly
classed as the most arpumentative of all
the OId Testament prophecies.’

The key thought of the entire book secems
o be “lle will come — but who can

e
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“abide??! lsrael had not done well. Israel

had not given her best. Israel had fallen
into myriad and major mistakes. Isracl
faced Yahweh and the “Day of Jehovah”
Can they abide? Did God even love lsrael?
Malachi pt'uvidod the answers in the midst
of the confusion that empty formalism and
slovenly failures brought upon them. God
did love lsrael, vet, lerael must return to
God.
. Malachi_used seven questions 1o show
the ske sticism of lsrael: .
1. Wherein hast thou loved us? — 1:2;
2. Wherein have we despised thy
name? — 1:6;
3. Wherein have we polluted thee? —
1:7;
4. Wherein have we wearied thee? —
2:17,
5. Wherein shall we return? — 3:7;
6. Wherein have we robbed thee? —
38,
7. Wherein have we spoken against
thee? — 3:13.
1e posed these questions as if the people
were asking them, knowing full well this
was what went through their minds. Their
disdainful and disrespectful actions and
attitudes toward Jehovah and his worship
were founded upon such skepticisnt. Such
attitudes only faced an awful end (&:1) “A
cloak of false pmfession will make an awful
blaze when God burns up the stubble!”®
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The Pollutions of Israel
Malachi Faced

1. Pricsts offered polluted and blemished sacs,

5. God's design of marriage was desecrated
(2:10-16). Some of them had married for-
eign wives, thus bringing the danger of the

L’!L They used polluted bread (1:7), they
offered not the best of the flock but offered
rather the blind, lame and sick animals (1:8,
13), they offered the leftover and blemished
(1:14), and such sacrifices that even the Per-
stan governor would disdain! (1:8). Such
offerings were contemptible, vain, and
unacceptable (1:7, 10; 12, 13). The

Law

sacrifices

stimbling (2:8). There is even the implica-
tion that the priests would not offer for the
people unless they were paid (1:10 KJV),
Such “professional priesthood” attitudes
surcly showed the depth of degredation to
which their honorable office had fallen.
Similarly one might note:

Few, even of those who are called the
“ministers of Christ,” will do anvthing in
his service, out of pure love to Him, to
their work, and to the souls of men.
Inquiry is almost universally made about
the value of living, or the salary, and not
about the good of souls, or the interest of
true godliness: and few are found prompt
to those labors, however useful, where
there is no prospect of either profit or
credit, even though they be sufficiently
provided for by other means. But God has
no pleasure in such ministers, and He
refuses to accept of their mercenary obla-
tions.*

3. People withheld tithes, thereby robbing
God (3:8-12). God was waiting to “open the
windows of heaven and pour you out a
blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it,” but they must first
change their stingy ways.

4. Worship had become only weariness and
drudgery fo the people (1:13). They treated it
as a cow would “snuff” at food but refuse
to eat. Truly it would be “better to shut the
doors of the temple, exclaims the prophet,
than to offer such sacrifices in such a heart-
less manner!”?

abominations of idolatry, and others had
disregarded the permanancy of the marital
union. They dealt treacherously against the
wives of their vouth in spite of the original
design by God of one man and one woman.
If God had intended many wives for cach
man, Malachi implies, then God surely
could have made Adam more than one
wife! (2:15).

The Principles of Malachi Timeless

Malachi made an appeal in tivo parts: (1)
the present sins of the nation of Israel are
casy to see, and (2) the “Day of Jehovah” is
coming.® The messenger who will prepare
the way is coming, (3:1), the “Elijah” (4:5),
and this will pave the way for the coming
of the “great and terrible dav of Jehovah”
(4:5). Such principles prove timeless in any
generation.

The book of Malachi presents four major
principles, all of which are presently
applicable to any generation that reads the
book: (1) indifference, (2) worship in a state
of decay, 3) divorcing, and (4) eternal diss
gipline in the law of God.*

i et e
The Book of Malachi serves as a fitting
close to God’s ancient revelation to His
people. A final appeal is made to the peo-
ple to purge out the wickedness found
among them and to render to Jehovah an
acceptable service. A final warning _is
given of inevitable judgment upon the
wicked. And a final promise_is made of
Jehovah's righteousness to be provided in
Him who would be the personal bond of
unity between Jehovah and His people.
There was no more that Jehovah could
say or do; therefore no word was heard
from Him until the silence was broken by
the messenger who would introduce the
Messiah. This messenger’s call to repent
was followed by he words of grace spo-
ken by Him in whom God was doing His
work and revealing Himself and His
will."
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In the words of another scholar, “This
oracle will never go out of date as long, as
the world has people who feel that though
nothing, is too good forour homes, just any-
thing will do for the Lord.""

Timeless and vibrant are the messages of
“Jehovaly's messenger” as he strupgles o
bring, God's people pack to God’s fellow-
ship and service.

“Ihe last spokesman utlers his soul, and
relives behind the misty curtains of the

past""’
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Truth s Attainable

If brethren disagree on a Bible issue, does that mean truth is unattainable? Some seem
to think so. They note that able men differ on an issue and, therefore, we just cannot say
with certainly either one way or the other. Jesus said, “And ve shall know the truth, and
are at least three categories to bear in mind:

truth shall make vou free” (John 8:32). There ¢
must be deduced from biblical principles,

(1) Some truths are directly stated; (2) some

and (3) some questions are not answered.

Jesus Christ is the Son of God. There is a direct statement of this truth from Deter:
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt. 16:16). Jesus said flesh and blood
did not reveal this to Peter, but the Father in heaven.

There is life beyond the grave. Jesus est
deduction from scriptural principles. He sai
living. He is the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob (Matt. 22:32).
Therefore, Abraham, lsaac, and Jacob are living, even though they had died a physical
death. This truth is just as binding as if it had been pronounced in a direct statement.
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E ;ummor has arrived in the Tennessee woodland as well as in other places around the
nation. Tt is a good time for us to contemplate not only the beauty of nature, but the
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ablished this truth through a process of
God is not the God of the dead, but of the
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MALACHI’S SERMON ON
TRUE WORSHIP

Just as we are currently dealing
with problems of false worship in the
brotherhood, Malachi had to deal with
these problems of the Israelites during
his day. He said they have “departed
out of the way...corrupted the
covenant of Levi...have not kept my
ways, but have been partial in the
law” and profaned “the covenant of
our fathers” (Malachi 2:8-10).
Malachi’s charge was mainly against
the priests, who were responsible for

“the worship. Today, as all Christians

are priests (I Peter 2:5, 9), we are
responsible for our worship towards
God. Malachi suffered with the same
problem we are suffering  with
today--unauthorized worship. Jesus
said to the Samaritan woman at the
well who worshiped vainly, “But the
“our cometh, and now is, when the
.ue worshippers shall worship the
Father in spirit and in truth: for the
Father seeketh such to worship him”
(John 4:23). God has always
demanded worship to be in spirit and
in truth, both under the old testament
and the new testament. Malachi even
prophesied of worship under the new
testament when he said,

For from the rising of the sun

even unto the going down of the

same my name shall be great
among the Gentiles; and in every
place incense shall be offered
unto my name, and a pure
offering: for my name shall be
great among the heathen, saith

the Lord of hosts [Malachi 1:11;

cf. John 4:21; [ Timothy 2:8].

This unauthorized worship took
place as offering polluted bread (1:7)
and animals that were blind, lame,
sick (1:8), and torn (1:13). These
sacrifices that were not even fit or
~uthorized for human consumption
eviticus 7:24; Ezekiel 9:14) were
thought to be pleasing to God. These
sacrifices meant to be holy (Leviticus
21:6) were not. However, this

repulsive worship came from an
equally repulsive attitude. They
looked upon the “table of the Lord™
and the sacrifices as “polluted” and
“contemptible” or despicable and
despised (1:7, 12). It had progressed
to the point in which they viewed
their worship to the Almighty God
who favored them above all other
nations (1:2-4) in such a bad light that
they said, “Behold, what a weariness
is it!” (1:13). So they “snuffed at it,”
metaphorically as cattle that do not
like their food and blow strongly
through their nostrils upon it and
refuse to eat it. How could God’s
people view worship to him as an
oppressive drudgery rather than an
honorable privilege? Milton says,
“Such acts of contumacy will provoke
the Highest to make death in us live.”
An unholy attitude towards worship

comes from an unholy attitude
towards God himself. God, through
his prophet Malachi, asks the

questions, “If then I be a father, where
is mine honour? and if | be a master,
where is my fear?” (Malachi 1:6).
They neglected the honor to God as a
son and the respect due him as a
servant. This showed in their worship.
Therefore, God’s judgment towards
the worshiper that tries to worship in
an unauthorized fashion is “cursed”
(Malachi 1:14), especially when the
child of God vows through his
obedience to submit his will to
become God’s will!

However, does not God accept
any worship? This seems to be the
mindset of so many today, reflecting
the same attitudes of the Israelites in
Malachi’s day. Nevertheless, God
looked upon their kindling fire in vain
(1:10, ASV). Jesus said, “But in vain
they do worship me, teaching for
doctrines the commandments of men”
(Matthew  15:9). Vain  worship
towards God is just as real today as it
was 2,000 years ago. Does this
concern God? Absolutely! Because of
their vain worship, notice the
powerful language he uses in Malachi
2-3: “Behold, 1 will...spread dung
upon your faces, even the dung of
your solemn feasts; and one shall take
you away with it.” First, observe the
language when he says. “your solemn
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feasts.” These feasts did not belong to
God! He did not take any part for
such- abominable acts. God does not
accept vain and unauthorized worship
today. Second, look at the picturesque
description of his attitude toward the
situation. They were to take the dung
of the sacrifices out of the camp
(Exodus 29:14; Leviticus 4:11-12;
16:27), because of its repugnance.
The spreading of it upon their faces
would be comical were it not serious!
By doing so, it would require taking
them out of the camp, an illustrious
lesson for their removal from God’s
presence. Such contemptible behavior
today will cause God to do the same
thing.

Now let us go to the very source
of the problem. God did not regard
their worship anymore (2:13). Some
tears were extinguishing the fires of
their worship. The context shows this
to be by the tears of the Israelite
wives who were being divorced by
their husbands to marry daughters “of
a strange god” (2:11-16). This was a
huge problem at this time, as can also
be seen by observing Nehemiah, a
contemporary of Malachi (Nehemiah
9:2: 10:30; 13:3). Even Ezra had to
deal with this problem earlier (Ezra
9-10). The problem of intermarrying
with the heathen was in no way
racially biased. It was religiously
biased. God knew the dangers of
fellowshiping with those who did not
worship him properly. He knew the
false worship would influence his
children eventually. I wish all of my
brothers and sisters today would heed
the very same advice, instead of
falling into affinity with the heathen!
However., as long as so many brethren
continue to exhibit this damaging
attitude of tolerance, especially
towards denominationalism, then the
fires of worship will continue to be
extinguished.

According to Malachi, the proper
worshiper will revere God’s covenant,
his presence and his name (2:5). To
walk with God (2:6) implies you
agree with him (Amos 3:3). Is your
worship in agreement with God? Put
his law in your mouth and remove the
iniquity from your lips (2:6).
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INTRODUCTION TO MALACHI

A. Introduction.
1. The name of the prophet means "My Messenger."

a. Nothing is known about the prophet other than what is revealed in the book. His name appears in the Bible only in
the opening verse of the book that bears his name. But it is unnecessary for us to know the life story of a prophet
in order to appreciate and profit from his inspired writings.

b. Some have doubted that Malachi is to be taken as a proper name, instead they opt for it being only a general reference
o the author. Lewis says that the Targum (the Aramaic translation of the Old Testament) has the first verse saying,
"My messenger whose name is Fzra the scribe.” This tradition that it was written by Ezra was accepted by Jerome.
There is no proof of these views.

c. The text still reads Malachi, and bespeaks of a real person. If the term is not to be taken as the real name of a real
person, then the author of the book of Malachi is anonymous. None of the other Old Testament prophetic books is
anonymous, making it extremely unlikely that Malachi is not a real person.

2. The background of the book of Malachi.

a. The Northern Kingdom (Israel) had been captured by the Assyrians in 721 B.C. The Southern Kingdom fell to the
Babylonians in 606 B.C. The return from captivity began in 536 when Zerubbabel led a group back to Canaan. The
temple was rebuilt during 520-516 B.C. under the prophetic leadership of Haggai and Zechariah.

b. A second group returned from captivity under Ezra in 458 B.C. Nehemiah returned about 444 B.C. to rebuild the
walls of Jerusalem.

c. Nehemiah recorded the last of the Old Testament history to be written; Malachi gave and recorded the last prophecy
of the Old Testament. For a full picture of the conditions in Judah during the time of Malachi, Ezra 7-10 and the
book of Nehemiah must be read.

B. The. Book of Malachi.
1. The date of the book can be determined by the material it contains.

a. The temple had been rebuilt by the time of Malachi (1:7-10).

b. Spiritual abuses had developed. See Neh. 5:4; 13:10-13.
1) The priests had become lax in their duties and lives (1:6; 2:1-9).
2) Divorce was common (2:14-16).
3) The people were intermarrying with the heathen (2:11-16; cf. Ezra 9-10).
4) There was a problem with tithing (3:8f; cf. Neh. 10:37-39).

c. The conditions among the returnees being as described by Malachi, it is clear that the time coincided with that of Ezra
and Nehemiah. Thus the book was written about 440 B.C. '

2. The style of writing followed by Malachi is distinctive among the prophets.

a. He offered an assertion or a charge; he stated an objection from the viewpoint of those addressed; and he presented
a refutation of the objection which verified the initial assertion or charge.

b. Examples of the foregoing are t0 be found in these passages:

1) 1 have loved you (1:2f).
2) You have despised my name (1:6f).
3) Judah has been faithless (2:10-16).
4) You have wearied the Lord with your words (2:17).
5) You have turned aside my statutes (3:7).
6) You have robbed God (3:8f).
7) Your words have been stout against me (3:13).
3. The book exposes the true condition of the people of Judah.

a. The priests offered defective sacrifices (1:6-9).

b. The priests would not so much as close the doors of the temple without pay (1:10.

c. The heathen had greater esteem for God than his own people did (1:11).

d. Jewish wives were being put away so that their faithless husbands could marry the daughters of a strange god (2:11-
16).

e. There was a spirit of doubt among the people in that they perceived God as either 00 weak or too indifferent to correct
the evil that reigned.

£. The rebellious attitude that had characterized their ancient forebears continued in that present generation. The apathy
and selfishness Haggai and Zechariah had earlier exposed still corrupted many in the nation.

4. Several specific sins are condemned by Malachi:
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_ The moral offenses of adultery, perjury, and oppression (3:5).
_Divorce (2:16; cf. Mark 10:2-9).

. Skepticism (3:14f).

. Corrupt priests (2:7-9).

. Robbing God by withholding proper tithes (3:8-10).

o ®

o o6

5. The lessons taught by Malachi are significant to our day.

a. He teaches that religious ceremony, while important, is not the end in itself.
b. He teaches that cheap religion is worthless.
¢. He shows that intermarriage with unbelievers interfered with the purposes of God.

6. Malachi in the New Testament.

a. Paul appealed to the statement of Malachi 1:2-3 in Romans 9:13.

b. The New Testament points back to Malachi's prediction of the messenger who was 10 pave the way for the Messiah
(Mal. 3:1; Matt. 11:10). [Mark 1:2 combines Malachi 3:1 and Isaiah 40:3].

c. The man styled Elijah the prophet in (Mal. 4:5f) is identified as John the Baptist in Matthew 11:14 and Luke 7:27f.

d. Malachi made references to the Messiah (Mal. 1:11; 4:2; 3:1).

1. Introduction: Mal. 1:1.
2. The sinful priests are condemned: 1:2 - 2:9.

a. The Lord introduces the reproof by stating his love for Israel: 1:2-5.
1) His love is stated: 1:2.
2) His love has been clearly demonstrated: 1:3-5.
b. The unfaithful priests and people are rebuked: 1:6-14.
1) The sacrifices they gave were worthless: 1:6-8.
2) The priests would scarcely close the doors or build a fire on the altar without being paid: 1:9f.
3) The Gentiles would be more grateful to the Lord: 1:11.
4) They had polluted the temple: 1:12f.
5) God's curse upon them is stated: 1:14.
c. God's curse upon the corrupted priests delineated: 2:1-9.
1) They must quickly change to avoid the penalty: 2:1-4.
2) God's covenant with Levi and the ideal priest: 2:5-7.
3) The degraded priests would be disgraced: 2:8f.

3. God condemns their divorces and mixed marriages: 2: 10-16.

a. He affirms that all of Israel have the same father, yet they had dealt treacherously against each other: 2:10.

b. They had also dealt treacherously by marrying the daughters of a strange god, and God would deal harshly with the
guilty: 2:11f.

c. Their shameful dealings had caused many tears to fall upon the altar: 2:13.

d. God hates their practice of putting away the wives of their youth: 2:14-16.

4. God condemn their religious indifference and doubt: 2:17 - 4:6.

a. They had wearied the Lord by claiming that a man could do as he pleased and God would be pleased with him, and
by denying the fact of any judgment from God: 2:17.
b. The Lord's states his coming judgment: 3:1-6.
1) His appearance would be as a refining fire: 3:1f.
2) The priests and the people would be purified: 3:3-5.
3) God affirms his unchangeable nature: 3:6.
c. God denounces their withholding of the proper tithes and offerings: 3:7-12.
1) The fickleness of the people and their selfish giving are stated: 3:7-9.
2) The Lord promises 0 bless them bountifully if they will live up to their duty: 3:10-12.
d. The Lord defends his justice: 3:13 - 4:3.
1) They thought they had served God without reward, while the wicked had prospered: 3: 13-15.
2) The Lord would separate the wicked from the righteous: 3:16-18.
3) The wicked would be utterly destroyed: 4:1.
4) The righteous would be exalted and glorified: 4:2f.
e. The prophet's closing admonitions: 4:4-6.
1) The faithful are exhorted to observe the Mosaic Law: 4:4.
2. Elijah the prophet and his work of preparation are announced: 4:5f.
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MALACHI 1

1. Verse 1: "The burden of the word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi.”

a. The burden of the Lord is the oracle which he now directs toward Israel. It is a burden in that it offers a weight that
they must bear if they wish to be pleasing to their God. But God's word is not grievous (1 John 5:3); it is a pleasure
to learn its message and to obey its precepts.

b. If Israel had not been out of line, there would have been no need for this message. But since their return to the land
from captivity, they had wandered from the paths of hotiness, and had stumbled over the problems that arose.

c. One can easily appreciate their predicament. Returning to the land of promise, they doubtless thought that their
problems were over, that God would now bless them gloriously, and that the Messiah might be coming before long.
1) But their struggles must continue, despite having returned to the land of their fathers. God would supply what they

could not provide for themselves, but there would be many hardships they must learn to bear, and many problems
they must solve. Under the best of circumstances, God's people must learn to walk in faith, following God's way
implicitly, and trusting him completely.

2) There are many similarities between the situation of Israel following their exile, and our case today, following the
restoration of the true church.

2. Verse 2: "I have loved you, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us? Was not Esau Jacob's brother?
saith the LORD: yet I loved Jacob."

a. With their many problems and discouragements, the Israelites had become despondent and full of doubt. "If God
loved us, why are we facing these difficulties? mevmimwwgmm

b. At the first of this oracle, God reaffirms his love for Israel. Following the pattern used in the book, he states their
objection to the affirmation, and then proceeds to answer their objection. Consistently throughout the Bible, God
shows and declares his love for his people.

c. The objection placed in the mouths of the Jews is, "Wherein hast thou loved usl" When someone gets into trouble,
it may appear to him that God has deserted him, that if the Lord had loved him, he would not be facing the difficulties
before him. This was the view expressed by the Jews.

d. Mﬁ&_ﬁﬂm@m@ﬁ)ﬂwhw of Jacoh?.And yetL loved Tacobh." God made a choice between these two
twins as to which would be the forerunner of the nation he was to build from Abraham's descendants. He chose Jacob
and rejected Esau.

1) The factis, that God loved both of these brothers. But he loved Jacob more in the sense that he chose him for the
purposes he intended to fulfill.

2) The manner in which the Bible expresses the difference between love and hate in some Cases follows this pattern:
Jacob loved Rachel more than he loved Leah; the lesser love he had for Leah is described as hate (Gen. 29:30f).
Also, we are told to love the Lord more than we love our own family members; this lesser sentiment is called
hatred (Luke 14:26; cf. Matt. 10:37).

3. Verse 3: "And I hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his heritage waste for the dragons of the wilderness "

a. The statement of God's greater love for Jacob was made many centuries after these two men had passed from earthly
scenes. The Lord had their descendants in mind, and not primarily the two individuals. The prophet points 0 the
condition of the two nations that sprang from Jacob and Esau to establish his point that God had loved Jacob and hated
Esau.

1) Romans 9:10-14: "And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one, even by our father Isaac; (For
the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election
might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. As
it is written, Jacob have 1 loved, but Esau have I hated. What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with
God? God forbid."

2) Paul quoted from Malachi ipmaking his-point,-and-showed.that the _nnigin_al,choi.eemwas«madcwbe%ween«theswwa

Vbovs prior. 1o their birth, and. thus before either had done good or evil,

b. Esau's descendants, known as Edom, set up their headquarters in the mountains of Palestine, where they seemed to
occupy invulnerable strongholds. They even boasted of their impregnable cities.

c. But God was able to bring their nation t0 ruin, as he predicted in the writings of Obadiah and others: Jeremiah 49:17f;
Ezekiel 25:12-14; Joel 3:19; Amos 1:11f. As Malachi wrote, God had laid waste to the refuges of Edom, now a fit
dwelling for jackals.

4. Verse 4: "Whereas Edom saith, We are impoverished, but we will return and build the desolate places; thus saith the

LORD of hosts, They shall build, but I will throw down; and they shall call them, The border of wickedness, and, The
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people against whom the LORD hath indignation for ever."
a. The remnants of the Edomites vowed to rebuild their strength, but God stated that their efforts would be wasted.
Eventually, they were absorbed by the Nabataeans (Arabs), and by 100 A.D. had lost their identity as a separate
people.
b. The history of Edom, with which the Israelites were doubtless familiar, showed conclusively that God had indeed
loved Jacob (and his descendants).
c. God had decreed that Israel would continue as a separate nation, while other nations of those ancient times would cease
to exist. Jeremiah 30:11: "For I am with thee, saith the LORD, to save thee: though 1 make a full end of all nations
whither I have scaitered thee, yet will I not make a full end of thee: but T will correct thee in measure, and will not
jeave thee altogether unpunished.”
5. Verse 5: "And your eyes shall see, and ye shall say, The LORD will be magnified from the border of Israel."
a. The people of Israel would continue through history, and see the fulfillment of the things God decreed against Edom.
b. Those who were perceptive would come t0 magnify the God of heaven, and to see him magnified by uncounted
millions among the Gentile nations (during the gospel age).
B. Malachi 1:6:9: Israel's Ingrati i i i i .
1. Verse 6: "A son honoureth his father,-and-a-servant his master: if then I be a father, where is mine honour? and if I be
a master, where is my fear? saith the LORD of hosts unto you, O priests, that despise my name. And ye say, Wherein
have we despised thy name?"
a. The prophet gives the corrupt priests a scathing rebuke, accusing them of despising God. Throughout their history,
Israel had been taught to honor their fathers. It was expected and demanded of servants that they honor their masters.
1) One of the ten commandments required that children honor their fathers and mothers (Ex. 20:12). In extreme cases
of rebellion on the part of the son against the parents, the death penalty was prescribed (Ex. 21:15,17; Deut.
21:18-21).

2) But now even the priests, who were charged with offering sacrifices to God and teaching the Law to the people,
were showing their contempt for God.

b. Anyone who will not obey the will of the Lord shows contempt for him. “Wherefore hast thou despised the
commandment of the Lord, to do evil in his sight...Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house;
because thou hast despised me..." (2 Sam. 12:9f). When David disobeyed God's word, he showed despite for God.
Cf. Job 23:12; 1 John 5:3; 1 Samuel 15:22.

¢. The priests' natural reply was to ask in what way they had despised God, implying by the question their denial of the
charge. The Lord gives the specification of the charge in the next verse, which brings up another denial of another
charge.

2. Verse 7: "Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar: and ye say, Wherein have we polluted thee? In that ye say, The table
of the LORD is contemptible.”

a. Wt for God by offering polluted bread upon his altar. This polluted bread was the improper
sacrifice they offered.

1) Leviticus 21:6: "They shall be holy unto their God, and not profane the name of their God: for the offerings of
the Lord made by fire, and the bread of their God, they do offer: therefore they shall be holy." Cf. Ezekiel 44:7.

2) When they offered the wrong kind of sacrifice or when they lived polluted lives, their sacrifices were polluted and
unacceptable.

b. Their natural reply (which the Lord words for them) is to ask in what instance had they polluted him. The question
implies that they polluted the Lord when they soiled his sacrifices.

c. The answer the Lord gave stated that they polluted his sacrifices when they said, “The table of the Lord is
contemptible.” His table was his altar upon which the sacrifices were burned.

1) By offering upon his altar impure victims, they polluted his sacrifices and dishonored his name, and declared the
altar to be contemptible.

2) When anyone treats God's appointments as so unimportant that they can make changes to them, they are saying
by their actions that those appointments may be treated with contempt, that they are subject to the whims of men.

3) Whgn,mwmda—y_nmw_@_gize_d_glﬁ&&sﬂﬂﬂd' i way, they show their for

3. Verse 8: "And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? offer it
now unto thy governor; will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy person? saith the LORD of hosts."

a. The Lord specifically identified the sinful practice that polluted his altar. They offered animals that were blind, lame
or sick.

1) The Mosaic Law required that their sacrificial animals were to meet definite qualifications. The passover lamb,
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for example, was to a male, one year old, and without blemish (Ex. 12:5).

2) God has always required a measure of sacrifice on the part of those who would serve him with honor.

b. The Israelites were told to give a tenth of their income, and make various sacrifices through the year. One who would
serve God acceptably must be willing to pay a price.

1) David refused to offer a sacrifice to God that did not cost him something (2 Sam. 24:24).

2) God does not want the left-overs; and he will not accept tainted offerings. The Israelites of Malachi's day sought
to offer as sacrifices animals that were lame or sick, which were without value on the market.

¢. God, speaking with irony, asks them whether the civil governor would be pleased to accept such a gift. They would
not deign to give to another human such as they tried to give to the Lord!

d. Since God would not accept such sacrifices under the Law, we may be certain that similar maimed worship we might
offer today is unacceptable to him. To do so is to offer polluted worship.

1) When we pray, our hearts and minds must be in tune with our words.

ZWr, our minds.must be filled with remembrances of the Lord's death on the crass,
and our hearts must be genuinely concerned with those thoughts.

3)ngbj,fmuhahm rf: we must give because we want {0 _give.

4)WWWM our lips are. singing, and our hearts must
sincerely believe the sentiments we express in the words of the song.

S)MMMMQ what is being presented, and our hearts
must enter into this meditation sincerely.

e. To reason that God ought to be pleased with whatever is offered sincerely by man, is foolish thinking; it is to think
presumptuously. This passage says that such is evil. It does make a difference how we worship God! Cf. Gen.esis
4; Leviticus 10:1f; John 4:24; Colossians 3:16f.

4. Verse 9: "And now, I pray you, beseech God that he will be gracious unto us: this hath been by your means: will he
regard your persons? saith the LORD of hosts."

a. Is this verse to be taken as a straightforward appeal for the Jews t0 repent and to ask for forgiveness? Or is it to be
understood as a statement of irony? It seems to be irony, when verse ten is considered.

1) The priests were the cause of these faulty offerings, for had they been true to their calling, they would have taught
the people better, and would not haveoffered the defective animals.

2) The prophet calls on them to pray that God might be gracious, and thus see if he would accept their prayers because
of who they were (priests).

b. Coffman suggested that the thought of the verse would be this if it is taken as ironic: "Seeing that you have accepted
and used all these worthless sacrifices and offered them upon God's altar, why WL@y_fQLﬁdefamr?
Wj@ﬁs&d_ﬁg@@,@ﬂpe of offerings you have placed upon the altar!" (p.246).

c. God will not hear one who lives and worships according to his own desires, and does not heed the will of God.

He will not accept and uphold anyone because that person is (or claims to be) a child of God.

1) In our modern religious climate, men ridicule the idea that God has a law that must be heeded. Foolishly thinking
that God's grace has outlawed God's law, they follow their own thinking and desires in worship and life.

2) Just because one offers in worship that which pleases himself and other men, does not mean that God is pleased
with it. It might be loathsome to him! The only possible way we can know what God wants is to learn it in his
revealed word, the Bible. Hence, we are sternly warned not to go beyond what is written.

C. Malachi 1:10-14: The Contrast Between the Present Priests and the i .
1. Verse 10: "Who is there even among you that would shut the doors for nought? neither do ye kindle fire on mine altar
for nought. I have no pleasure in you, saith the LORD of hosts, neither will I accept an offering at your hand."

a. The ASV gives a different rendition: "Oh that there were one among you that would shut the doors, that ye might
not kindle fire upon mine altar in vain! 1 have no pleasure in you, saith Jehovah of hosts, neither will 1 accept an
offering at your hand." The context allows either rendering.

1) The ASV expresses the thought that God would have the temple doors closed, so that no polluted offering might
be presented. Better no offering at all than to have one that was defective. But there was not one among them
who had the sufficient desire for truth and purity to shut the doors t0 prevent unscriptural worship.

2) The KJV expresses another charge against the priesthood, describing them as so worldly-minded that they would
do nothing in the Lord's service without pay.

b. Addressing the issue directly, God affirms that the priests are so disinterested in God's way and so selfishly inclined
to please themselves, that they would not even close the doors of the temple without being paid! Their dedication to
the service of God was so weak that they would not even kindle the fire on the altar without being paid to do so.

¢. God had no pleasure in them; their sinful conduct was such that he could not condone it. Thus, he would not accept
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an offering from them.
1) Just think of it. They were so far gone into sin that the Lord had to reject their worship! Cf. Psalm 66:18;
Proverbs 28:9; John 9:31.
2) Any worship that is offered insincerely, or which is polluted by human thinking, is rejected. Matthew 15:8f.
9 Verse 11; "For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same my name shall be great among the
Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name shall be great
among the heathen, saith the LORD of hosts."

a. The condition described by, this verse was not-present during the day of Malachi. The statement pointed to a time in
the future when many among the Gentiles would revere the name of the Almighty, and offer to him the kind of
worship that he desired. ’

b. Wﬂ‘m—dmnmfulﬁluhismmma‘&maw;ﬂ; Acts 17:30f. But during the
Christian Age, this is what has happened. Our brethren of the first century carried the gospel to the Gentiles, who
received it in countless places, and embraced the worship of God in spirit and in truth.

c. ,nwmm@gmwmwmﬁenm@mm@ﬁ@; The offering of
incense and sacrifices (offerings) represents New Testament worship, and do no refer to the literal actions of burning
incense and offering animal sacrifices.

1) Revelation 5:8: “And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the
Lamb, having every one of the harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints."

2) Hebrews 13:15f: "By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise t0 God continually, that is, the fruit of our
lips giving thanks to his name. But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well
pleased.”

3) Romans 12:1f: "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but
be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect

will of God."
d. "The prophecy Wﬁundeuhehiessiah, _pot.in any one locality, but from_one end of the earth to

the other, God's name would b,eﬂgreatamongviheﬁentilesuHailegL,_p,AlO)A
3. Verse 12: "But ye have profaned it, in that ye say, The table of the LORD is polluted; and the fruit thereof, even his

meat, is contemptible.”

a. The Lord expected the Jews to be an excellent example of a people who believed and served the Living God of
Heaven. He expected them to observe the laws of morality and religion which he set forth in the Mosaic Covenant.
By being the faithful and devoted people he intended, the Gentiles who came in contact with them would be duly
influenced to follow lives of righteousness.

b. But the Jews did not live up to the high standard of expectation God had for them.

1) Instead of influencing the Gentiles around them to become righteous, they were influenced by the paganism of the
Gentiles.

2) Instead of serving God with loyalty, they lived to please themselves. Their immoral conduct often equalled that
of the pagans.

3) Rather than offer to God the praise he deserved, and thus worship him according to his divine mandate, they sought
to please themselves in worship.

4) Even the priests were afflicted with the departure from God's standard, and in some instances, they led the people
away from God's word. Thus, they offered only perfunctory worship, merely going through the outward motions.
In other instances, they foolishly departed from the God-given motions.

c. By their actions, if not also by their words, they considered God's altar t0 be polluted and his sacrifices contemptible.
They were guilty of profaning God's way, making it nothing more than a common, worldly arrangement. What an
awful condition!

1) "This lesson should be indelibly  stamped upon worshipers of today who perfunctorily offer a meaningless religious
__service to God" (Hailey, p.410).
2) "Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should
let them slip. For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received
a just recompence of reward; How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to
be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him" (Heb. 2: 1-3).
4. Verse 13: "Ye said also, Behold, what a weariness is it! and ye have snuffed at it, saith the LORD of hosts; and ye
brought that which was torn, and the lame, and the sick; thus ye brought an offering: should I accept this of your hand?
saith the LORD.”
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a. Not only had they profaned God's system and deplored it as contemptible, but they had considered it wearisome to
follow it. They thought their priestly work to to be a weariness. They took no pleasure in their godly calling, but
deemed it as a burden hard to be borne. Cf. Psalm 122:1.

b. They had been perfectly willing to offer on the altar such animals as were brought to them by the people. An animal
that had been torn by some wild beast, or one which was lame or sick, they heedlessly offered, although such was
contrary to God's word.

¢. They "snuffed at" God's work. Clarke described this action in this way: "It 1s a metaphor taken from cattle thatdo.
not like their fodder. They blow strongly_through their nose upon it; ‘and after this, neither they-nor-any-other-cattle
will eat it" (p-800)—

d. What a lesson for preachers, elders, deacons, teachers, and all Christians! Every item that God has included in his
system is important, and nothing is to be treated as if it is negotiable.

1) God is in heaven; we live on his footstool. God's word is universal in its application; we do not have the right to
limitit. His will is all-inclusive; we have no right to exclude anything he included. His word applies to all time;
there will never be a generation on earth over whom it does not have authority.

2) We do not have the right to say whether we will do what God says, if we expect to be blessed by his grace. Our
excuses do not set aside his requirements. 1t may appear to us that our labor is in vain, for few if any respond to
our many efforts to lead them to Christ. But we must continue to "preach the word" and leave the increase to
God's capable hands! 1 Corinthians 3:6.

3) We might get the notion that serving God is meaningless, since we see little by way of visible manifestation of
God's providence. But the only way we can serve God is by faith; and faith comes by hearing his word. We must
leave the final results and consequences of our service in his hands, to be fulfilled in the ways and by the means
and at the time he chooses.

_ Verse 14: "But cursed be the deceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and voweth, and sacrificeth unto the Lord a

corrupt thing: for I am a great King, saith the LORD of hosts, and my name is dreadful among the heathen."

a. The Lord pronounces a curse on the deceiver who had the proper kind of animal to offer to God, but decides to offer
a defective sacrifice instead, either claiming or implying that this is the best he can offer. We must make good our
vows. We cannot make a vow in the warmth of the moment, and then when reality of day comes, try to divest
ourselves of the responsibility of the vow by claiming we do not have the means to fulfill it.

1) Such a person might be able to deceive some of his fellowmen, but nothing is hidden from the eye of God!
Hebrews 4:13.

2) There is a great lesson in this for us. A partial truth is a whole lie. We must not fall into the practice of deceiving
others with half-truths. We must cultivate the disposition that everything we say Of imply is truth, the whole truth,
and only the truth (Eph. 4:24f; Col. 2:8f; Rev. 21:8).

b. God is a great King; he rules the entire universe; his authority extends to both the seen and the unseen realms of time
and eternity. The name of God is feared by all who have seen or who have perceived his power.

1) Those people in Bible times who saw some manifestation of God's glorious being or power in a miraculous
demonstration, without exception, were sO impressed that they knew they were nothing in comparison with him.
Genesis 28; Exodis 3:1-6; Isaiah 6; Daniel 5; Matthew 17:1-5; 28:1-4; Acts 9:1-6.

2) When people grasp the great truth that God is all-powerful, and that he has created the universe and continues to
sustain it, and who see God's hand of providence in action, they are subdued by his majestic power.
Understanding the truth that God created all things, since there is no other logical way to explain the presence of
the universe and life, and perceiving the complexities of nature, we are humbled by the awesome power God
possesses. When we see the evidences and proofs that the Bible is truly God's inspired and inerrant word, and
learning the requirements God has given to us in that revelation, we are greatly impressed with the awe-inspiring
power of that truth.

c. Like the foolish priests and people of Malachi's generation, many today scoff at the idea that there is a God in heaven,
that Jesus is his Son, that the Bible is his inspired and authoritative word, that we must stand before Christ in
Judgment, and that an awesome eternity awaits us all. How humbled and dejected and horrorstricken they will be
when they enter the spirit-world and face the stark reality which the Bible reveals!

1) “...For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee
shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. So then every one of us shall give account of himself to
God" (Rom. 14:10-12).

2) "0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how un-searchable are his judgments, and
his ways past finding out!...For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: t0 whom be glory for ever.
Amen” (Rom. 11:33,36).
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MALACHI 2

1. Verses 1f: "And now, O ye priests, this commandment is for you. If ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart,

to give glory unto my name, saith the LORD of hosts, I will even send a curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings:

yea, I have cursed them already, because ye do not lay it to heart.”

a. Having clearly exposed the sinful ways of the priests and rebuked them severely in chapter one, the prophet reveals
in this section the curse of God they are facing.

b. They are given another chance to do right. If they will hear God's commandment, and iay it to heart, and give glory
to God's name by doing what he requires, they will avoid the curse. If they do not do so, the curse will descend in
full fury. Verse three details the curse.

c. The curse will involve a reversal of their blessings. "But it shall come t0 pass, f thou wilt not hearken unto the voice
of the Lord thy God, to observe t0 do all his commandments and his statutes which 1 command thee this day; that all
these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee: Cursed shall thou be in the city, and cursed shalt thou be in
the field. Cursed shall be thy basket and thy store. Cursed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy land,
the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep. Cursed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and cursed shalt thou
be when thou goest out” (Deut. 28:15-19).

d. God had already begun to bring the curse upon them. Haggai 1:6-11.

2 Verses 3f: "Behold, T will corrupt your seed, and spread dung upon your faces, even the dung of your solemn feasts;

and one shall take you away with it. And ye shall know that I have sent this commandment unto you, that my covenant

might be with Levi, saith the LORD of hosts."

a. The seed of the priest would be corrupted (rebuked - ASV). This likely refers to the crops which the rest of Israel
raised for the benefit of those who served as priests. Numbers 18:21-32. God would not allow the harvests to be
as plentiful as necessary for the priests to be properly fed.

b. The dung referred to is the refuse left from the sacrifices.

1) The unused parts, including the head, legs, innards, etc., were to be taken out of the camp and burned (Ex. 29:14;
Lev. 4:11f; 16:27). But God would cause it to be spread over their faces! Being thus polluted, these priests would
not be allowed to perform their services.

2) "To speak of spreading dung on the faces of the priests is strong language, indeed! - It indicates an ignominious
humiliation in which the priests are wreated as dung, making them unfit for the service'of the Lord, and fit only
to be carried away without the camp from his presence. The priests will be swept away as dung" (Hailey, p-412).

c. The tribe of Levi was chosen as the priestly tribe; from their ranks came those who served as priests. No one else
had that privilege under the Law, not even Christ.

1) But even those Levites had to meet certain qualifications before they could be selected to serve. Num. 4. God
had enforced these restrictions.

2) Under the New Covenant, the entire separate priesthood would be eliminated. Now every Christian is a priest.
1 Peter 2:5,9.

3) These priests would learn that God meant what he said, and that he had sent the curse upon them, when they began
to see it come to pass.

1. Verse 5: "My covenant was with him of life and peace; and I gave them 10 him for the fear wherewith he feared me,

and was afraid before my name.”
a. The covenant mentioned is the one God made with the tribe of Levi, and respected the mandate that from Levi's
descendants the priests of Israel would be chosen.
1) Levi in the context stands for the priestly tribe. The man named Levi was one of Jacob's sons, and had been dead
for many generations.
2) Instructions are related in Numbers 25 (12ff) and Deuteronomy (33:8-11) to the priestly tribe. The covenant
offered life and peace to them provided they fulfilled their duties properly.
b. Those who served as priests were (0 fear God as Levi (the ideal priesthood) had feared him. This fear was one of
reverence and awe that God's being demands, but not fear in the sense of abject terror. Cf. Numbers 25:6-13.
¢. Those priests of Malachi's time did not reverence God for they did not discharge their priestly duties in accordance
with God's will.
d. The time would come when the entire Law, including its special priesthood, would be removed and replaced by the
Law of the Gospel. Galatians 3:23; Hebrews 7.

9 Verse 6: "The law of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was not found in his lips: he walked with me in peace and
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equity, and did turn many away from iniquity."

a. The Lord continues to use the example of Levi (the ideal priesthood of Mosaic days) as the standard by which the
priests of Malachi's day should be measured. What God set up as the standard for the priesthood was what these
priests should have noted.

b. Levi held to the law of truth; iniquity was not found in his lips; he walked with God in peace and uprightness; he
turned many from their sinful ways.

c. These things could not be said about the current generation of priests. They were little concerned with truth; they had
little regard for turning men from iniquity.

1. Verse 7; "For the priest's lips should keep Knowledge, and they should seek the taw at his mouth: for he is the messenger
of the LORD of hosts."

a. The priests who met God's standard had a working knowledge of God's word. Teaching his word was part of their
obligations. In order to teach it, they had to study it. And if they did not follow it themselves, they would be poor
teachers of it!

b. At the same time, the people should have a desire to learn God's word, and seek it from the priests. Before the truth
can be taught, there must be students who have a willingness to hear, consider, and learn.

c. The priests, in God's arrangement, were God's messengers. “Only hereis a priest called a messenger ot angel of
Jehovah, as only in Haggai is the prophet designated as Jehovah's messenger Of angel (1:13). Both priests and
prophets were Jehovah's messengers" (Hailey, p.413).

4. Verse 8: "But ye are departed out of the way; ye have caused many to stumble at the law; ye have corrupted the covenant
of Levi, saith the LORD of hosts. !

a. Having brought to their attention the standard God intended for the Levitical priests to meet, the inspired prophet
boldly states that those priests of his day had departed from God's way. This is a strong accusation!

b. But they had also caused many to stumble at God's law. Instead of teaching men t0 love and respect God's law, they
had encouraged their refutation of that law. The law was not a means of strength and encouragement, but a cause
for stumbling to them. Many in our day are being mislead by false teachers among us, and instead of holding to the
gospel as the source of salvation, strength, and hope, they rob it of its power in the teachings they deliver.

¢. These priests had perverted the covenant. Instead of receiving the challenges and conditions of the covenant and
giving their lives to fulfilling them, they had shown little regard for the covenant, and had shunned their obligations
to it.

5. Verse 9: "Therefore have I also made you contemptible and base before all the people, according as ye have not kept
my ways, but have been partial in the law."

a. They had failed to live up to their part of the agreement (covenant), so God was not obligated to keep his part. As
they had held the covenant as contemptible, so God would consider them likewise to be contemptible.

b. They would lose the respect the people formerly had for them. God said he would cause them to become contemptible
and base before the people.

c. These priests had shown respect of persons in the administration of their duties, so they would find the disfavor of
God.

C. Malachi 2:10-16: G .

1. Verse 10: "Have we not all one father? hath not one God created us? why do we deal treacherously every man against
his brother, by profaning the covenant of our fathers?"

a. God is the only Father of the Israelite nation. The Israelites were his sons and daughters, and hence were brothers
and sisters to each other. Why, then, were they dealing treacherously with each other?

b. They dealt treacherously by profaning (making common) the covenant God had made with their forefathers. The
corrupt priests had profaned the covenant by refusing to honor their obligations under the law; and in the following
context, the Lord shows that others had profaned it by disregarding his law concerning marriage.

9 Verse 11: "Judah hath dealt treacherously, and an abomination is committed in Israel and in Jerusalem; for Judah hath
profaned the holiness of the LORD which he loved, and hath married the daughter of a strange god."

a. The nation had been taken into captivity by their enemies. A portion of them had returned to the land of promise.
These are addressed by three names: Judah, Israel and Jerusalem. Judah is the name for the nation; Jerusalem is
their capital city; Israel is the holy name by which God calls them.

b. God charges them with a serious offense, an abomination. They should have been exalting God's holiness, but had
profaned it “by marrying ‘the daughter of a foreign god.' 'The daughter of a foreign god' is used of a woman who
is an idolatress, the worshiper of a heathen deity. Intermarriage with these had been specifically forbidden in the
covenant (Exod. 34:16). Solomon's violation of this law had opened the door for idolatry to enter into J udah (I Kings
11:1-2; Neh. 13:23-27). Will the same sin now lead to a new apostasy?” (Hailey, p.415).
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3. Verse 12: "The LORD will cut off the man that doeth this, the master and the scholar, out of the tabernacles of Jacob,
and him that offereth an offering unto the LORD of hosts."

a. The individual who is guilty of this crime will be cut off by the Lord. It does not matter the standing of the man; if
he was a scholar (student) or a master (teacher), he would be cut off.

b. The translation of the passage is said to be difficult; it may involve a proverbial statement that makes more sense in
Hebrew than in English. But the basic thought of the verse is simple: those who violate this standard must suffer the
penalty.

4. Verse 13: "And this have ye done again, covering the altar of the LORD with tears, with weeping, and with crying out,
insomuch that he regardeth not the offering any more, Of receiveth it with good will at your hand."

a. The Lord brings up another charge against many in Judah. The problem is that God finds their offerings unacceptable
on account of the tears and crying out being done before the altar. The cause of the tears is the indicated in the next
three verses: Jewish husbands were putting away their wives, and marrying foreign women (see verse 11).

b. The altar was being covered with tears, weeping and crying out. " ..The expression is a metaphor in which the
rejected wives were covering the altar with their tears, weeping and sighing to such a degree that the fire was
extinguished and the sacrifices were never received but rather rejected by Jehovah. The tears of these mistreated
wives stood as an impenetrable barrier between the worshipers and Jehovah" (Hailey, p.416).

5. Verse 14: "Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because the LORD hath been witness between thee and the wife of thy youth, against
whom thou hast dealt treacherously: yet is she thy companion, and the wife of thy covenant.”

a. The connection between this verse and verse thirteen is obvious, clearly marking the tears and crying described there
to be those of the wives who had been put away by their selfish husbands.

b. The wife and husband had been bound together in a covenant, a covenant which God had noted, and which committed
them to live together until death (cf. Rom. 7:1f; 1 Cor. 7:1ff). But the husband had dealt treacherously with the wife
of his youth, breaking his commitment with her for the company of a younger wife.

c. The demanding question which asserted denial of wrong-doing is thus answered by the Lord.

6. Verse 15: "And did not he make one? Yet had he the residue of the spirit. And wherefore one? That he might seek a
godly seed. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treacherously against the wife of his youth."

a. The ASV gives this rendition: "And did he not make one, although he had the residue of the Spirit? And wherefore
one? He sought a godly seed. Therefore, take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treacherously with the wife of
his youth.”

b. This is a very difficult passage; there are nearly as many interpretations as there are commentators.

1) Some have speculated that the reference in this verse is to what happened between Abraham and Hagar, which
Sarah instigated; however, there is no proof that this connection pertains.

2) Verse sixteen states God's plain position that he hates the human practice of divorce; this verse, therefore, has
some connection with that attitude toward the dissolution of a marriage.

3) Ezra 9:2. God wanted the Israelite lineage to be kept untainted by marriage with the pagans.

c. The verse may simply be stating God's plan for marriage, that he intended for there to be only one woman and one
man to constitute one marriage. God did not make two or more wives for Adam; he only made Eve (Gen. 2).

1) God had the means to have created many helpmeets for Adam; why then did he make only one? So thata godly
seed could be produced. Perhaps the reference is to the Sinless One who eventually came t0 take away the sin
of the world. Possibly the reference is to the godliness of any of the children produced by a marriage developed
according to God's plan for marriage and the home (i.e., one husband and one wife).

2) The warning is clear: take heed to your spirit lest you deal treacherously with the wife of your youth.

7. Verse 16: "For the LORD, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away: for one covereth violence with his
garment, saith the LORD of hosts: therefore take heed to your spirit, that ye deal not treacherously.”

a. Plainly stating the proposition, God affirms his hatred of man's sinful practice of putting away (divorce).

1) God hates it, but mankind often loves it. Only a few generations ago in America, the average person also hated
divorce, but not so with our present generation.

2) A common idea exists today in the thinking of many, that if a marriage does not work out, a divorce can easily
be obtained. Hence, we have evolved a diabolical practice called " no-fault-divorce,” in which a marriage can be
dissolved if both parties desire it.

b. God also hates the practice of covering violence. One who puts away his wife, coldly ignoring the damage such an
action produces and the tears it stirs, incurs the strong disapproval of the Almighty!

c. The verse closes by restating the strong warning with which the previous verse concluded. "Such a vigorous warning
and exhortation from the Lord ina former decadent and permissive age should not be silenced; its principle should
be heralded to the ends of the earth in our own time" (Hailey, p-417).
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D. Malachi 2:17: The People Have Wearied the Lord.

1. Verse 17: "Ye have wearied the LORD with your words. Yet ye say, Wherein have we wearied him? When ye say,
Every one that doeth evil is good in the sight of the LORD, and he delighteth in them; or, Where is the God of
judgment?”

a. A new subject is introduced by this verse. The prophet bluntly charged the Jews with having wearied God with their
words. They had tried the patience of the Lord.

b. They made the same mistake that earlier generations in Israel had made, namely by confusing good and evil. Isaiah
5:20f: "Woe to them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put
bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitier! Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!”
1) When a man or a society of men conclude that they are able to determine what is good and what is evil, using their

own subjective thinking to produce a system of beliefs that pleases their own hearts, they weary the Lord.

2) In American society, the current generation has decided that it is able to know what is right and wrong. But at the
same time, they deny that there is any real standard of right and wrong, that there is nothing which is wrong. We
are more highly-educated that any previous generation perhaps, but we lack one thing earlier generations
possessed: a firm belief in the authority of the Bible.

3) What God said to these ancient Israelites is equally needed by many of our own time, even by many within the
Lord's church. 1 Corinthians 10:12; 9:27; 2 Corinthians 11:3.

c. Another attitude they manifested is also a current problem. The Israelites had the disposition, and may have expressed
it in words: “Where is the God of judgment. "

1) In other words, we hear much about the judgment of God, how he punishes sin; but why is he not now doing s0?
Why does he not bring judgment against us?

2) In this life, oftentimes the wicked are as well-blessed with material prosperity and happiness as the righteous are;
sometimes, even more blessed (seemingly) than the saints. Butone must understand that God brings his judgments
upon man in his own ways and according to his own timetable. Psalm 73.

2. This verse introduces the rest of the book.
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MALACHI 3

A. i3:1-6:" .

1. Verse 1: "Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall
suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the
LORD of hosts."

a. The question was raised by the Israelites in the previous verse concerning the whereabouts of the God of justice. The
reply given by Malachi is found here. God promised that he would come; God's coming was in the person of Christ,
who was preceded by his messenger, John the Baptizer.

b. The messenger is identified in Malachi 4:5 as Elijah the prophet. But this was not the literal Elijah, but John the
Baptizer.

1) Isaiah 40:3: “The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in
the desert a highway for our God."

2) Matthew 3:3: "For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”

3) Mark 1:3: "The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”

4) Luke 3:4: "As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in the
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”

5) John 1:23: "He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said
the prophet Esaias."

6) Luke 1:17: “And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord."

7) Matthew 11:10-14: "For this is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which
shall prepare thy way before thee. Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen
a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. And
from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by
force. For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was
for to come."

c. The work of this messenger was to prepare the way for the Lord who would follow him. John recognized his relative
inferiority to the Christ, and pointed the people to the Lord.

d. By speaking of the appearance of the Lord as being sudden, he did not mean his arrival would be immediate, but
would be at a time when they were not looking for him; it would be unannounced.

1) When Christ was born in Bethlehem, his situation was not one which suggested greatness. He was bornina stable,
into a poor family.

2) There was even some doubt in the minds of those who did not know the truth about the virtuousness of his mother.
The city where he grew up was despised. He lived the life of a poor and homeless person.

2. Verse 2: "But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s
fire, and like fullers' soap."

a. The expectations of the Jews concerning the Messiah were not what God intended. Their conception was that he would
condemn and punish their Roman overlords; but in fact, he came to rebuke the Jews.

b. His work during his personal ministry included exposing the errors and sins of the people, especially the leaders in
the nation. Thus, his work was intended to be like a refiner's fire and the fuller's soap. The refiner of gold and silver
used a hot fire to burn away the dross, leaving behind the pure metal. The fuller was one who washed and tended
to cloth, cleansing it of dirt by a strong lye soap.

c. The work the Messiah continues to do is ordered along the same lines, calling all men out of error and sin; he rebukes
every sin and false doctrine; he promises punishment for every evil-doer, and hope for all who will believe him.

3. Verse 3: "And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold
and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness. "

a. "He will sit as a judge purifying and cleansing, but not necessarily as a destroyer. The special objects of his purifying
and purging operation will be 'the sons of Levi,' the priests, who had been brought under such serve condemnation
(1:6-2:9)" (Hailey, p.419).

b. But the priesthood meant is not the priesthood of the Old Law, but that of the New Covenant.

1) 1 Peter 2:5, 9: "Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ....But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation,
a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his
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marvellous light."

2) Hebrews 13:15f: “By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, thatis, the fruit of our
lips giving thanks to his name. But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well
pleased.”

4. Verse 4: "Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the LORD, as in the days of old, and as in
former years."

a. Following the work of the Messiah, when he had purified those indicated, these spiritual priests (Christians, the
church) would be able to offer sacrifices that are as pleasing to the Lord as those of former days, when old Israel
walked in the light of God's word.

b. The Lord did not suggest that Old Testament worship would be reinstated; rather, he was simply drawing a
comparison between the acceptable worship which the faithful in Israel offered and the acceptable worship which
would be offered under the New Covenant.

5. Verse 5: "And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the sOTCerers, and against the
adulterers, and against false swearers, and against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the
fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith the LORD of hosts."

a. "The Lord now comes to the heart of his reply to their questions (2:17). Not only will he come in judgment against
the priests, but he will come also against all the wicked among the people. From the beginning of their history the
people had been plagued with sorcery and witchcraft, practices controlled by evil" (Hailey, p-420).

b. He specifies several categories of error and sin which must be purged from those who would be acceptable to the
Lord: sorcery; adultery; false swearers; oppression; injustice; irreverence and disobedience (absence of fear for the
Lord).

c. The problem lying behind the sins mentioned was their lack of fear for God. When men reach a point where they
do not fear God, they have arrived ata disposition of heart that will permit them to do anything they please. We will
be unsuccessful in turning sinful men from their wickedness unless we can instill in them a healthy fear and awe of
Jehovah. To do otherwise, is merely to treat the symptoms of their problem, and not the problem itself.

6. Verse 6: "For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed."

a. God affirms his unchangeable nature in this passage, listing this as the reason why the Israelites were not immediately
consumed. If he punished them with the penalty they deserved, they would be utterly destroyed.

b. God had made promises that he would fulfill through the descendants of Abraham. If he punished the wicked Israelites
(the descendants through whom he planned to bless mankind) as was meet, he would have to change his plan; this
he would not do; this he could not do. Why? Because he does not change! His purposes remain constant; he will
live up 1o his commitments. Cf. 2 Peter 3:8f. What is said in reference to God's Son in Hebrews 13:8, applies with
equal force to God the Father.

¢. The verse makes no promise of unconditional salvation for anyone; it plainly states that God will not change his eternal
plan.

B. i3:7-12: .

1. Verse 7: "Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and have not kept them. Return
unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the LORD of hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we return?”

a. From the time of their formation as a nation, the character of the people continued unchanged: they consistently
violated their covenant with God, turning aside from his will regularly. While there were many sincere and righteous
people among the nation down through the centuries, yet the majority of the individuals and generaations did not walk
in the old paths (cf. Jer. 6:16).

b. God's blessings and promises were always conditional (Lev. 26; Deut. 28). They had departed from God's way; he
commanded them to return; but instead of admitting their error and repenting, they denied they had strayed.

2. Verse 8: "Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and
offerings."

a. In response to their denial of having departed from God, the Lord asks them this question: *Will a man rob God?"
He quickly charged them with having done so.

b. Stubborn and rebellious people are not equipped to confess wrong. These wicked ones demanded to know, "Wherein
have we robbed thee?" Their question formed a denial of God's accusation, demanding that God prove his charge.

c. Of course, the Lord would not make an accusation if he were unable to substantiate the indictment. He states that they
had robbed God in the matter of tithes and offerings, obviously meaning that they had short-changed him by failing
to give as they were commanded. See Leviticus 27:30-33.

d. "Jehovah had laid claim to 'the heaven and the heaven of heavens, the earth, with all that is therein' (Deut. 10:14).
Tithes and offerings freely given are acknowledgments of that ownership and of man's stewardship" (Hailey, p.421).
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How Men Rob God
V.P. Black

One way a man can rob God today is to withhold money from the collection plate. If an individual ought to be giving
thirty dollars on the Lord's Day and he only gives five, he has robbed God of twenty-five dollars just as surely as Jesse
James ever robbed a bank. So many members of the church have been stealing from God so long until itis respectable
in many places, but it is just as ugly in the sight of God today as it was in the days of Malachi. It is a common thing to
hear a man say, "Well, 1 know I don't give as I should.” He seems to think nothing of it. Brother, let me tell you
something. If you are not giving as you should, you had better start immediately, and soonet if you can.

What would you think of a man who would sit up in Sunday School class and say, "1 know I don't tell the truth as 1
should," or "I know I don't refrain from using profanity as I should, or "I know 1 don't refrain from adultery as 1
should.” What would you think of this man? Brother, every one of them is in the same category as far as God is
concerned.

Another way a man can rob God is to take it out of the collection plate. 1 was preaching in a revival in a certain town,
and one of the brethren said, * Brother Black, the most awful thing has happened here. " Upon inquiring 1 learned that
a brother had been stealing money out of the collection plate. This brother thought this was the first time it had ever
happened. 1 said, "No, this is not the first time, in fact, they are doing it all over the country.” He said, "You don't
mean it." 1 replied, “O yes, that is the most prevalent sin in the church." Now, it is true that most people steal the money
before it is put in the collection plate. What is the difference? One man holds outa part of the money he ought to give,
and the other man puts all in the collection place he should but helps count the money and steals what he put in the
collection plate. What is the difference? 1 tell you there is no difference, unless it is the difference between tweedly-dee
and tweedly-dum.

— = 0P PO

3. Verse 9: "Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.”

a. God's charge was not against a few isolated people in Israel, but against them all. The whole generation, with perhaps
a few isolated exceptions, was guilty of this sin.

b. God has a right to the portion that he required them to give 10 his cause; they would not starve if they did what he
demanded. And the giving was beneficial to them, for it developed in them the kind of hearts that are permitted into
heaven. It also opened the way for God to bring upon them even greater blessings.

¢. By robbing God, they were robbing themselves. When they refused to obey the Lord in this matter, they brought upon
themselves a great curse. To read their history for the 400 years between Malachi's time and the coming of Christ,
is to see the truth in the Lord's promise of punishment. Although wicked men may suffer some tremendous hardships
on earth, these are nothing in comparison to the horrors that await them in Gehenna.

4. Verse 10: "Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith,
saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not
be room enough to receive it."

a. The Lord offers them the opportunity of putting him to the test. If they would bring all the tithes into the storehouse,
they would be able to see that God's ability to bless is boundless.

b. God would open the windows of heaven so as to pour out for them a blessings that they could scarcely have place to
store. One would be foolish indeed to turn down such an offer! Yet they maintained their adamant claim to be
guiltless of wrongdoing.

c. God makes a similar requirement of us, that we give as we have been prospered. He has set no minimum amount
which we are to give, that amount being determined by the degree of love, faith, and trust we have in the Lord. He
promises that we will be given more and greater blessings.

d. 2 Corinthians 9:6-10: “But this 1 say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth
bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not
grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound toward you;
that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: (As it is written, He hath
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dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness cemaineth for ever. Now he that ministereth seed to
the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your
righteousness;)."
5. Verse 11: "And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall
your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts."

a. God's offer here is built on the condition that they follow the requirements of the previous verse. If they would do
that, not only would he open the windows of heaven for them, but he would rebuke the devourer for their sakes.

b. The devourerina reference to the enemies of their crops, such as the locusts, the weather, the east wind, and mildew.
Cf. Amos 4:9; Haggai 2:17. Obedience to God has many benefits! His providence can prevent many natural
disasters and provide many spiritual blessings.

c. Mark 10:29f: "And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren,
or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's, But he shall receive
an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with
persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.”

6. Verse 12: "And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the LORD of hosts.”

a. When the surrounding nations saw the marvelous blessings which Israel was receiving, they would recognize the hand
of God behind them, and called them blessed. This was what God had planned to occur. They were not required
to make converts to the Mosaic system, but by virtue of their obedience, which would result in their being
wonderfully blessed, the heathen would be drawn t0 investigate.

b. The land of Palestine was wonderfully blessed with fertile soil, and other natural endowments. Numbers 13:23: "And
they came unto the brook of Eshcol, and cut down from thence a branch with one cluster of grapes, and they bare
it between two upon a staff; and they brought of the pomegranates, and of the figs."

c. Not only would they possess a delightful land, but they would have God's added blessings! We are offered the
promise of having all we need if we will follow the way of God: “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you" (Matt. 6:33).

1. Verse 13: "Your words have been stout against me, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, What have we spoken so much against
thee?"

a. Again, the Lord brings a serious charge against them: They had spoken strong words against God. He was not going
to bless a people who were s0 rebellious and hateful, and who would even express their hatred for God in words.

b. What they had said in private conversations, and what they had thought in their hearts, Was not hidden from God's
knowledge. But they again denied the charge by asking another question: "What have we spoken so much against
thee?"

2. Verse 14: "Ye have said, Itis vain to serve God: and what profit is it that we have kept his ordinance, and that we have
walked mournfully before the LORD of hosts?"

a. They made the mistake of judging God's ability to bless only in terms of earthly considerations. When they saw a
man who was clearly wicked basking in the lap of luxury and happiness, while they themselves were in want, their
shortsighted conclusion was that God is unable to bless them.

b. The Psalmist considered this problem, and thought that serving God was pointless since the wicked seem to have an
easier life. But he changed his view when he thought about the full picture. Psalm 73:16-22: "When I thought to
Kknow this, it was too painful for me; Until T went into the sanctuary of God; then understood 1 their end. Surely thou
didst set them in slippery places: thou castedst them down into destruction. How are they brought into desolation,
as in a moment! they are utterly consumed with terrors. As a dream when one awaketh; so, O Lord, when thou
awakest, thou shalt despise their image. Thus my heart was grieved, and I was pricked in my reins. So foolish was
I, and ignorant: 1 was as a beast before thee.”

c. These Jews contemplated the situation, and concluded that serving God was only in vain (empty; meaningless;
unprofitable).

d. "It is as if they were serving the Lord for hire and as if he were indebted to them for their service. They had walked
mournfully, ‘in mourning apparel” (margin ASV), in fasting before Jehovah. Whether their mourning disposition
before Jehovah was sincere ot feigned is not a point at issue; the point is that they had put their confidence in the
outward fasting which was of no worth before Jehovah. This question had been clearly settled by Zechariah (chs.
7-8)" (Hailey, p.422).

3. Verse 15: "And now we call the proud happy; yea, they that work wickedness are set up; yed, they that tempt God are
even delivered.” '

a. This continues the description of the way the Israelites thought. Their conception of their covenant with God was
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mercenary. They followed the outward demands of the Law, but did s0 without sincerity, with their primary goal

being to get all they could out of the arrangement.

1) When the demands were placed on their devotion, they showed their true nature, becoming carping critics of God.
When God withheld certain blessings from them as a means of correcting them, they soured against him.

2) If there were no difficulties to overcome and if God showered them with material prosperity, they were content.

b. They considered the arrogant man who followed his own way as a happy man, which made the humble servant of God
unhappy and unblessed.

c. Seeing that some wicked people seemed to be prosperous, they concluded that these evil ones were built up, while
the righteous suffered. Therefore, they thought that wickedness paid more than righteousness.

d. Further, those who tempted God seemed to be delivered from judgments. So it paid, in their perverted thinking, to
renounce God.

e. The three pictures given in the verse of those who rejected God fit the same person: one who was arrogant, was also
wicked and tempted God in the same process.

£. Tsaiah 5:20: "Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that
put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!"

D. Malachi 3:16-18: The Faithful Few Fear God and Heed His Directions.
1. Verse 16: "Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another; and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a
book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name."

a. In studying the writings of the prophets, it is easy to get the idea that the whole nation, from the least to the greatest,
was in rebellion.

1) But even in the worst of times, there seems always to be a few who retain their faith in God. In Noah's day there
were only eight faithful ones; in Elijah's time, 7,000 in Israel had not bowed the knee to Baal (1 Kings 19:13-18).

2) This last decade of the 20th century is a time in America when the very great majority has renounced real faith
in God and the Bible. Pagan forces have been working feverously behind the scenes to rob the younger
generations of confidence in God and the Bible, supplanting that godly concept with a very strong appeal to the
appetites of the flesh. Consequently, we have a growing number in our land who reject the truth. This is so even
though some sectarian groups, those which specialize in entertainment and sensationalism, boast of great increases
in membership. Even so, the truth is being disparaged and rejected.

b. There was a faithful few in Malachi's generation who still feared the Lord, and hearkened to his word.

1) Though their names remain unknown 1o us, yet God acknowledged them as his own. These were men and women
of whom the world was unworthy, who were 100 good for this world (Heb. 11:38).

2) These faithful ones listened and learned from Malachi, and sought each other out, and spake often one t0 another.
Implied in this observation, is doubtless the offering of encouraging words to one another. Such communion
would produce strength and hope. Even in good times, when the gospel is popular, God's people need to
encourage each other; in troublesome times, encouragement is certainly essential.

3) Christians can exhort and encourage each other in singing (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16) and in other acts of worship
(Heb. 10:23-25).

c. God was aware of the struggles of the faithful, and was touched by their faithful determination. He wrote a book of
remembrance to record their faithfulness. Of course, the Almighty does not need a written record to retain memory
of anything; this is a figure of speech, describing the action with a concept familiar to us all, which gives assurance
to us. :

d. This book of remembrance is equivalent t0 the book of Life noted elsewhere in the Bible.

1) Exodus 32:32f: "Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin--; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which
thou hast written. And the LORD said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my
book."

2) Psalm 56:8: “Thou tellest my wanderings: put thou my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy book?"

3) Psalm 69:28: "Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, and not be written with the righteous.”

4) Psalm 86:6: "Give ear, O LORD, unto my prayer; and attend to the voice of my supplications.”

5) Psalm 139:16: "Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were
written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them."

6) Ezekiel 13:9: “And mine hand shall be upon the prophets that see vanity, and that divine lies: they shall not be in
the assembly of my people, neither shall they be written in the writing of the house of Israel, neither shall they
enter into the land of Israel; and ye shall know that I am the Lord GOD."

7) Daniel 12:1: "And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy
people:and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and
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at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book."

8) Philippians 4:3: "And | entreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which laboured with me in the gospel,
with Clement also, and with other my fellow-labourers, whose names are in the book of life."

9) Revelation 20:12: "And 1 saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and
another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were
written in the books, according to their works."

¢. The point in the reference 0 the book of remembrance is to encourage the faithful with the knowledge that God knows
them, he is aware of their struggles, and he will not forget them. Their faithfulness is duly noted by the Lord, and
their reward is sure (1 Pet. i:3-9).

1) 2 Timothy 2:19: “Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that
are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity."

2) Hebrews 6:10: "For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have showed toward
his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister."

3) Revelation 14:13: "And 1 heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the
Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow
them."

4) Revelation 22:14: "Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and
may enter in through the gates into the city."

5) 1 Corinthians 15:58: "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord."

£. These faithful saints thought upon his name. ‘This is characteristic of all mature saints. God is never far from their
consciousness; he is the focal point of their lives, their motives, and their deeds because he is the focus of their
thoughts. Before considering an action in life, God's will in consulted; he is given the position of priority in all their
affairs.

2. Verse 17: “And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare
them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him."

a. In a verse containing one of the most beautiful and expressive statements in the Bible, the Lord encourages the faithful
of all ages. First he announces that they belong to him. They do not belong to this world; they do not belong in hell;
they are God's and will be with him!

b. He affirms his intention to spare them in that day. There is a great day coming in which God will judge all mankind
(Matt. 25:31-46; Acts 17:30f; Rom. 14;10-12; 2 Cor. 5:10D).

1) The righteous will be escorted into glory; the unrighteous will be dismissed into Gehenna (John 5:28f; 2 Thess.
1:6-9).

2) The people that belong to God will be spared the horrors of the lost. Romans 5:8f: "But God commendeth his love
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by his
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him."

3) The majority of people live as if there will never be a day of accounting. The Judgment is even rejected and
ridiculed by many scoffers. 2 Peter 3:3: "Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers,
walking after their own lusts."

4) While God will send the ungodly away from his presence, he will spare his own people this tragedy.

c. The blessing in store for God's redesmed is described as his making “up my jewels." The ASV gives this rendering:
“And they shall be mine, saith Jehovah of hosts, even mine own possession, and in the day that I make; and T will
spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him."

1) The picture is one of God gathering together his possessions, those people who are dear to him, who are considered
by him to be precious and desirable.

2) The original word may not carry the idea of jewels, but the verse does describe God's people as special and
beloved.

3) Deuteronomy 14:2: “For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God, and the LORD hath chosen thee to be
a peculiar people unto himself, above all the nations that are upon the earth.” Deuteronomy 26:18: "And the
LORD hath avouched thee this day 10 be his peculiar people, as he hath promised thee, and that thou shouldest
keep all his commandments." Titus 2:14: “Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity,
and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” 1 Peter 2:9: "Butye are a chosen generation,
a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called
you out of darkness into his marvellous light.”

3. Verse 18: “Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and
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him that serveth him not."

a.

During the days of the Mosaic Law, mankind was divided into two camps: Jews and Gentiles. But there is a more
fundamental division in the ranks of accountable men: the just and the unjust; or the saved and the lost; or the good
and the evil.

1) Those who are perceptive, having been instructed by God's word and observant of the world around them, are able
10 note the difference between the two camps without difficulty; they can see that serving God is worthwhile. The
people of ancient Israel should have been able to perceive this distinction, as all men today should observe it.

2) In the final Judgment, there will be no room for doubt! It will be clear to all that serving God is worth the effort;
the reward is beyond compare, and the penaity for not doing so is too horrible to contemplatei

. The statement of the verse appears to be directed to the unfaithful of Malachi's time. If they do not repent, they will

learn the truth to their own dismay, and too late to be profited by that knowledge. If they do repent, how happy they
will be! Having formerly thought that serving God was pointless, they will have learned better.

. "In the great day of the Lord, at least, if not long before, it will be fully discovered who have been the truly wise

people; those who took up their cross and followed Christ; or those who satisfied the flesh, with its affections and
desires, following a multitude to do evil" (Clarke, p.805).
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MALACHI 4

1. Verse 1: "For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven, and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall

be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root

nor branch.”

a. In graphic language, Malachi depicts the destruction that is intended for the wicked. The point of the verse is evident -
evil men will be punished. But what is not as clear is: fo whom is the warning directed?

b. Certainly, the description fits the eternal judgment to be meted out against all the ungodiy, but the reference may have
the rebellious Israelites of Malachi's generation particularly in mind.

¢. The day of this judgment would be as an oven, in which all the proud and all that do wickedly will be as stubble; and
using the figure of a tree that is consumed, the burning will be so complete that neither root not branch will remain.

2 Verse 2: "But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go
forth, and grow up as calves of the stall."

a. Most modern commentators seem united in denying the messianic content of this verse, saying that righteousness itself
is the sun that was to rise. However, the translators of the KIV understood the passage to refer to Christ.

b. As the sun of our solar system gives life and light to our planet, s0 Christ gives life and light to those who believe in
him. New Testament passages describe the Lord as the giver of life and light:

1) Luke 1:78f: "Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us, To give
light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

2) Ephesians 5:14: “Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee
light."

3) Matthew 4:16: “The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow
of death light is sprung up.”

4) Luke 2:32: "A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.”

5) John 1:4,9: "In him was life; and the life was the light of men....That was the true Light, which lighteth every man
that cometh into the world." John denied that he was the Light, but that he came to bear witness to the Light; that
Light was Christ. Cf. John 5:35f.

6) 2 Corinthians 4:4: "In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light
of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them."

7) 2 Corinthians 4:6: "For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”

8) 2 Peter 1:19: “We have also a more Sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light
that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts."

¢. If the commentators are correct, righteousness is personified, and is depicted as giving light to those who fear God.
But the statement itself seems to clearly indicate a person, one who would have healing in his wings as he goes forth
on his great mission of mercy.

d. The reference to those who fear God going forth to “grow up as calves of the stall" is "an agricultural metaphor from
the care and feeding of livestock. Such carefully protected and cared-for animals exhibit a quality of playful happiness
that appears most desirable” (Coffman, p.298). Instead of "grow up as calves of the stall" (KIV), the ASV has
"gambol as calves of the stall." The figure portrays God's people as living happily in the Light.

3. Verse 3: "And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I shall
do this, saith the LORD of hosts."

a. The ultimate victory of God's people is figuratively described as trampling the enemy under their feet.

b. This statement likely grows out of the attitude the Jews expressed in Mal. 3: 14f, that it was unprofitable to serve God
since the wicked had things their way in this world. That may be the case for the time being, but ultimately God's
people will gain the greatest victory: heaven! And they will avoid the greatest tragedy - an eternity in Gehenna!

4. Verse 4: "Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with the
statutes and judgments.”

a. Malachi disagrees with modern scholarship which has denied that Moses authored the Pentateuch; the prophet affirms
the Mosaic authorship, and the inspiration of that great production.

b. The prophet, speaking God's word, instructed the Jews t0 remember the Law which God delivered to the nation of
Israel through Moses.

¢. The point: they were to obey all the statutes and judgments contained therein. All of the instructions and requirements
were to be heeded, not merely the decalogue.
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d. Why? To obtain the blessings God offers and to avoid the severe judgment which he promised to bring upon the
disobedient.

1. Verse 5: "Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD."

a. A great and terrible day of judgment was in the works, but before this tremendous event occurred, God would send
Elijah the prophet to Israel.

1) Some have supposed that Elijah the Tishbite, in person, would be sent; that since he did not actually die, God has
held him in readiness through the centuries to be sent back to earth.

2) But, as noted under Malachi 3:1, the New Testament shows that john the Baptizer is the person meant, that John
came in the spirit and power of Elijah. Luke 1:13: "But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy
prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John." Luke 1:17: "And
he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord." Matthew 11:7-14.

b. The "great and dreadful day of the Lord" is a reference to some tragic occasion in which the wrath of God would be
poured out upon the unrighteous. Such an occasion was the fall of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. The greatest of such
occasions will be at the second coming of Christ. Peter used similar language (Acts 2:14-21) to describe what was
transpiring on Pentecost Day, with perhaps the allusion pointing to the fall of Jerusalem or the second coming of
Christ.

2 Verse 6: "And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I
come and smite the earth with a curse.”

a. The work of John the Baptizer is described here. In the work that that great man of God did, men and women and
boys and girls were turned in the right direction.

b. "The mission of this Elijah, the forerunner of the Messiah, was to turn the affections of the people back to God and
his divine law. He was to restore a right relation between parents and children and to turn the hearts of the children
to the ancestral religion of their fathers. In this condition of heart they would be ready to receive the Messiah, for
they would see in him the fulfillment of all God's wondrous promises and the glorious hope of their fathers" (Hailey,
p.425).

c. If the work of John had not been successfully accomplished, it would have been necessary for God to smite the earth
with a curse.

d. It is interesting and no doubt highly significant that the Old Testament closes with the word curse.

1) This was the final statement to issue from heaven until the arrival of John; four hundred dreary, trouble-filled years
lay ahead of Israel before the coming of the Messiah's forerunner.

2) "All of God's prophets had done their work, but the people had rejected them all. There was no further word that
God could send. The hardened and rebellious nation would continue to exist (according to God's holy purpose);
but the precious fellowship of other days was gone for ever. A hint of all this may be found in these final six
verses....In the meanwhile, let the true followers of God keep the sacred Law and await the unfolding of the
purpose of the Almighty" (Coffman, pp.305f).



Bibliography

Bible, American Standard Version, (ASV), Thomas Nelson and Sons, New York, NY

New Analytical Study Bible, KJV, World Bible Publishers, Iowa Falls, IA, 1973

Clarke, Adam, The Old Testament, Vol. IV, Abingdon Press, New York and Nashville

Coffman, James Burton, Commentary on the Minor Prophets, Vol. 1, Firm Foundation Publishing House, Austin, TX, 1981

Coffman, James Burton, The Minor Prophets, Vol. 2, ACU Press, Abilene, TX, 1981

Coffman, James Burton, The Minor Prophets, Vol. 3, ACU Press, Abilene, TX, 1982

Coffman, James Burton, The Minor Prophets, Vol. 4, ACU Press, Abilene, TX, 1983

Deaver, Roy, Notes on the Book of Malachi, Austin, TX

Eason, J. Lawrence, The New Bible Survey, Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, MI, 1963

Gospel Advocate, Annual Lesson Commentary, 1965, Gospel Advocate Company, Nashville, 1978

Hailey, Homer, A Commentary on the Minor Prophets, Baker Book House Company, Grand Rapids, MI, 1972
Halley, Henry, H., Halley's Bible Handbook, Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, MI, 1965

Horne, Thomas Hartwell, Introduction To The Scriptures, Vol. IV, Baker Book House Company, Grand Rapids, MI, 1970

Jamison, Fausset, Brown, A Commentary, Critical, Experimental, and Practical, Vol. II, JFB), William B. Eerdmans Publishing
Company, Grand Rapids, MI, 1990

Josephus, Flavius, Complete Works of Flavius Josephus, Kregel Publications, Grand Rapids, MI, 1960

Keil, C.F. & Delitzsch, F., Biblical Commentary on the Old Testament, Minor Prophets, Vol. I, II, Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, MI, 1968

Lewis, Jack P., The Minor Prophets, Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, MI, 1966

Lockyer, Herbert, All The Books And Chapters Of The Bible, Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, MI, 1966

Pledge, Charles, Getting Acquainted With The Old Testament, Vol. 1, Pledge Publications, Memphis, TN, 1970

Pledge, Charles, Getting Acquainted With The Old Testament, Vol. 2, Pledge Publications, Memphis, TN, 1971
Ramsey, Johnny, Cover to Cover, Arlington, Texas, 1980

Robinson, George L., The Twelve Minor Prophets, Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, MI, 1926

Smith, William, Dictionary Of The Bible, Vol. I-IV, Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, MI, 1971

Vine, W.E., Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, Fleming H. Revell Company, Old Tappan, NJ, 1981

Wallace, Jr., Foy E., God's Prophetic Word, Foy E. Wallace, Jr., Publications, Oklahoma City, OK, 1946

Wallace, Jr., Foy E., Neal-Wallace Discussion, Foy E. Wallace, Jr., Publications, Oklahoma City, OK, 1933

Warren, Thomas B. & Elkins, Garland, Editors, The Minor Prophets, Power Lectures, Southhaven, MS

Webster's New World Dictionary, Second College Edition, The World Publishing Company, New York and Cleveland, 1968

Young, Edward J., An Introduction to the Old Testament, William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, MI, 1970

Young, Robert, Young's Analytical Concordance, Associated Publishers and Authors, INC., Grand Rapids, MI,




(og: 1) qooe[ J0F UOIIYE YL, ']
(¢-07 : 1) 2207 21quinp fo 22uDIquIMI4 IY ]
(qz: 1) pouonsend poypw YT, g
(qz : 1) pauonsonb a3essouwr oYy, °|
(qz : 1) .Buwreaa) ysypeap fo 2ouviquizmas 2y J g
(ez 1 1) P10 2y} JO JudULRYEIS BYT, ¢
(91 :1) PpIoT SY} JO JUBAIIS YT, 'Z
(e1: 1) pioT dy3 jo aanyduds oy, [
(8z-1:1) 200] swaip [0 2ouv4quuamas Y Y
(§-1:1)

2IUDAQUIWDL [0 UOLDADIIZD 2YF 1 U0ISSDFUL0 fo 20DSSIUL 29 ] T

D

woo.&o& jo doog 9Yy] :IYIe[ely

j £ep snowio[8 ‘4O
—3uwod s Aep 2wog
39A910] ‘Aol

paynsnl opf uisry
‘{Keme 1] suis Ay
paLiIed o paung
‘swr paaes af] Sullg
‘owr paso] o Suiary

(z:9) SSuim siy ur Suyesy Ym 3sUE ssausnoy3y Jo
ung oy [[eys sweu Lw 1es} 1eyl nok ojuf),, ‘urede wmzm.zmﬂw
noys oy} (4) Pue { Surwod SIE JO UIUILIUL Y3 MEEW.S& are
s1aSusssawu usyy se mou (¢) {£epo} pplom Iy} mtmms« uonen
-qusy os ‘paseadde  priopy ayp Jo 1ySI a3, 210339 smaf os.u £q
paioyns sem ssaustep jo potiad € se (7) [Uinial S JOIAES MO
DUB SOA[3SINO U2aMIDQ FUIAIIUL 03 SUlYIOU S 2131} OS ‘WdY}
usamiaq Surgiou sem 1Yy sy (]) :IsIxe spyjered [e1aAdg

awiy juasaid sy 3 (Yainy)
Su3) IS1IYD) JO SPLIE Y3 JO Teyy Yitm (]9eIST) YEAOYR[ JO IPM
o o uomsod sy Jo 33uspuodsariod 350 Ay} Fuimoys SE A.Nv
puE ¢ por) Jo saIdW 1apus) aY3 £q UojLqeg WO} pAUINIAL JUEY

Lz 4003438 J0 M0048 HHIL *1HDVIVA

~woX 3y} Jo 3EIS £110S 3} FUIMOYS SE (1) :syoadsaromy uf pue
‘op £ay], -puepodwi pue £11ael3 sepnoned e 2aey saroaydoad
sry yeyy teadde pnom 3t qualiEsa [, PIO 2413U3 Y} JO SUO [BUY
ay3 £ooydoad siy pue syoydoxd ay3 Jo 1se] Ay} SeMm IPE[EN 2uUIg
“3Ul} UMO INO JO 3130U00 24} JO sinjoid [npemod e SarY M
.Jooidax JO 3{00q,, dY} UL pajeaadl € a7e}s s [orIS] Ul SNYL
| £ep0) uOHEnyIs plioM 1o i MOH
-umep 210J2q Jsn{ INOY ISIHIEP 33 SBM 3] -Sungou papaau A3y}
yeys 393 Lyl (A E CI:¢) U3 jsureSe uoxods am ATy
wetay Ay, (£) ¢(8€) 3Ul Poqqos am 24Ty BRI, (9)
J(Lg) uwimer om peys wRUAL, (§) (L Z) oy
POLIEaAL 9M JABY URIIYM,, (¥) é(£1) W painjjod am
aary urIYM,, () (9 1) Qweu Ay3 posidsap am d4aey ul
213U, (2) ¢ (2 1) P P40 NOY3 ISEY URISUM,, (1) :soqnq
-a1 syoydoad ay3 pazerpndaz a1doad oy ‘snoajySii-jes Aj3ulasy]
-squpy  SRIETSNBOMETD §i77107 pajou St IYOB[RIN JO xomfmnwmw
drys10m 3113 JO JUSUIR[YIP S Yi0q pUE ‘a0 J13Y3 JO JUSLS[YIP
s,91doad a1y} 9010 119Y3 JO FUIWIFIP sysorad a3 yirm [e3Pp yjog
-porad awes Jy} JSOW(E JE pue suo1dniioo [enjiiids pue [B10S
swes oy} gHM [eap pue £103s1Y pue £osydoad juswrelsa], PIO 30
soged jse] oy wio} A3y} 0% ¢ gorpun{uod 950> Ul peat 3q £iqe
-1yoid pinod 1YOE[EN Pue YEILYPN JO s300q 2y} ‘Per} ul AN
~SIUTW S YEIWAYIN JO 9SO 3} I933E sieak moJ B IMQ pue YuIq
§ 51110 210J3q s1eak paipuny INoj Inoqe paIalstuT YO[B
‘(q1:¢) JUBUAAOD) O3 JO 108uassOT\[ 9y, SE snsaf p1o]
pass9[q Y} 30 syeads uasd SH (Bl ¢) ,Jo8usss3fy,, S oY St
ysudeg oup wyof Pequosap 9H (£1Z) (SISOH 0 PIOT 93 §O
108uassa]y 9y} S 3Y,, SWIYE Y ‘pooypsatad aniy 3y} Jo srdwre
x> ue se A>T Jo Supjesds sayl ‘U yeadai 03 Surao] ‘sureu
siy jo pnoid pawaes joydosd Sy} ‘peepul -yoruido pajueilem
-un ue Kjqeqoid st jeys sma[ Y} 03 YNW JuEAL SaWEBU VWS
. Ao3usssaw,, 10 Jp8ue Kw, 3uiuesws [ [EPYO UE FAERETED
se jo ySnoyy Suiaq IyE[E]y ‘UMOW{UR awreu siy 3y3noy} usaAd
oA®y SWOG 3UIEU JIPSUT AYF YRM joydoid ay3 st IOB[BN

mﬁﬁum—mz ao wGOmwNaOZ

SENITLNO AIAAINS HT1dId 44



| (51-€1:¢€)
pio] W jsureSe  uoyPgal 3O uoisuer® YL ¢
(z1-8°¢€)
aq—pio] W 0 JopuRl 03 UOREHOYK oy Z
C(z:¢) pioLAW O winye1 03 uonenoyxd YL 1
_ (s1-4:¢)
pio] Y} fo sabossawk 2y} ybnoufs HOUNQIII4 a1 d
(o-4:¢) T StH 03 Suipiodde diysiom YL ‘¢
(g-2:¢) SSUpIOLM [[E I340 JOPIA YL T
(1:¢) ssouloplim 34 U 20108 YL T
_ (o1:¢)
pio] Y1 fo s4abuassout 2} ybnosys uoynqiards Y.L %

(9:41:¢)
 uoYNnqIIa4 Y} fo buspoiap a4} : 2ouapLu0? fo abossawm ay ] 111

(941 :Z) YuRWIRIEISAH £q yomsue YL ‘€
(qz] :7) uoweziEuonE 1e 3dwone YL T
(e/1:2) uonpafar Jo [emoAe YUY, T
(L1:7) Gaopyus s po0pndod 243 40f a3nqo4 3L D
(9141:2)
Ly Y3 Ul {erjuspiacid o} jsurede sSuyesp YL ¢
(g1-11:2) ywey oW Jo &ymd ot Jo [eIEp UL T
(01-1 :T) ey 3 30 poopsarid ays 3o JueuR[ydp YL 1
(91-1 :7) 2Iaj0pu} S159144 29 40f aynqas 24 °d
$1-6:1) as3aA1ad 913 JO ssouaAiyer0a01d YT, ¢
(894 1) PO O suopyeiuasard o3 3o ssauzood YL T
(e£9:1) POD s10)q 2jdoad a3 Jo ssouauejoxd 3, 1
(¥19: 1) sSausno1b1]a4s s 21d0ad ay1 40f 24nga4 AL v

. (1:29:1)
2ynqa4 §o UOHDWDIIIP 3Y3 UOLIDUMIPUOD. fo abossaw oYL 11

N ‘gz61 ‘siopoig B 1edieH
NIOX MON ‘Staydodd JOULIT 22120 1 2y ] 981090 ‘wosuiqoy -
, ‘1061-€881 “0D sfeudesy B Aund SI0A _
MIN ‘WD W-PasOH — 219 s 14024 [ ‘ydesof ‘xoxied °
. -6v61 ‘asnofy Bumysyqnd "A ‘g - EUE
-tpuy ‘esueddepN ‘WIDIDJ 04 sabossapy [ uoum( 159138
"8£61-£06] ‘ss3d Aysyoapp)  :93pUqUIE) ‘W
pUD  YDMDYIZZ apbbop— 219'4 2bprqwv) “H "M ‘souted 'l

YBR[ UO Aydesdonqig

(9% 1) uefud jo Supuod YL °¢
(g:¥) a2 3y} 30 UOIRUWIIPUOD YT, ¢
(7991 1 ¢) R|EI%3 34} JO UOIEpUIWIWIOd YT, ']

(9:4-91:¢€)

: ony 10 JusWRdpajmoude 3 .
pioT ay3 fo sapusimrm il ybnodiyr wounqiajas 24 [ 40| (1) PoD 3 LA, il

(4-¢ 1) nesd 20} uoisiaae YL, T

62C J100¥dHd 40 ¥009d dHL TTHOVIVI SANITLAO >m>MD.w.MM._mHm 822




The Pollutions of Israel
Malachi Faced

V. Priests offered polluted and Memished sacs
L'L““ They used polluted bread (1), they
offered not the best of the flock but offered
rather the blind, lame and sick animals (1:8,
13), they offered the leftover and blemished
(1:14), and such sacrifices that even the Per-
sian governor would disdain! (1:8). Such
offerings were contemptible, vain, and
unacceptable (1.7, 10; 12, 13). The Law

e

A

JTequired the best sacrifices (Lev,
o s R . AR AL T, 40 € e s o H Y G R PLFTAT
Deut. 15:21).
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2. Priests corrupted the covenant and cansed
stunibling (2:8). There is even the implica-
tion that the priests would not offer for the
people unless they were paid (1:10 KJV).
Such “professional priesthood” attitudes
surely showed the depth of degredation to
which their honorable office had fallen.
Similarly one might note:

Few, even of those who are catled the
“ministers of Christ,” will do anvthing in
his service, out of pure love to Him, to
their work, and to the souls of men.
Inquiry is almost universally made about
the value of living, or the salary, and not
about the good of souls, or the interest of
true godliness: and few are found prompt
to those labors, however useful, where
there is no prospect of either profit or
credit, even though they be sufficiently
provided for by other means. But God has
no pleasure in such ministers, and He
refuses to accept of their mercenary obla-
tions.t

3. People withheld tithes, thereby robbing
God (3:8-12). God was waiting to “open the
windows of heaven and pour you out a
blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it,” but they must first
change their stingy ways.

4. Worship liad become only weariness and
drudgery to the people (1:13). They treated it
as a cow would “snuff” at food but refuse
to eat. Truly it would be “better to shut the
doors of the temple, exclaims the prophet,
than to offer such sacrifices in such a heart-
less manner!"”?

45

5. Gad's design of marriage was desecrated
(2:10-16). Some of them had married for-
cign wives, thus bringing the danger of the
abominations of idolatry, and others had
disregarded the permanancy of the maritaf
union. They dealt treacherously against the
wives of their vouth in spite of the original
design by God of one man and one woman.
If God had intended many wives for each
man, Malachi implies, then God surely
could have made Adam more than one
wife! (2:15).

The Principles of Malachi Timeless

Malachi made an appeat in two parts: (1
the present sins of the nation of lsrael are
casy to see, and (2) the “Day of Jehovah” is
coming.® The messenger who will prepare
the way is coming (1), the “Elijah” (4:5),
and this will pave the way for the coming
of the “great and terrible day of Jehovah”
{4:5). Such principles prove timeless inany
generation,

The book of Malachi presents four major
principles, all of which are presently
applicable to anv gencration that reads the
book: (1) indifference, (2) worship in a state
of decaX, (3) divorcing, and (4) eternal dis:

cipline in the law of God."

The Book of Malachi serves as a fitting
close to God's ancient revelation to His
people. A final appeal is made to the peo-
ple to purge out the wickedness found
among them and to render to Jehovah an
acceptable service. A final warning _is
given of inevitable judgment upon the
Jehovah's righteousness to be provided in
Him who would be the personal bond of
unity between Jehovah and His people.
There was no more that Jehovah could
say or do; therefore no word was heard
from Him until the silence was broken by
the messenger who would introduce the
Messiah. This messenger’s call to repent
was followed by he words of grace spo-
ken by Him in whom God was doing His
work and revealing Himself and His
will.10




in the words of another scholar, “This
oracle will never go oul of date as long as
the world has people who feel that though
nothing, is too poad for our homes, just any-
thing will do for the Lord.”!

Timeless and vibrant ave the messages of
“fehovah’s messenger’” as he struggles Lo
Bring God's people pack to God's Teltow-
ship and service.

“Ihe Tast spokesman utters his soul, and
rotires behind the misty curtains of the

oy

past.
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MALACHI’S SERMON ON
TRUE WORSHIP

Just as we are currently dealing
with problems of faise worship in the
brotherhood, Malachi had to deal with
these problems of the Israelites during
his day. He said they have “departed
out of the way...corrupted the
covenant of Levi...have not kept my
ways, but have been partial in the
law” and profaned “the covenant of
our fathers” (Malachi 2:8-10).
Malachi’s charge was mainly against
the priests, who were responsible for

“the worship. Today, as all Christians
are priests (I Peter 2:5, 9), we are
responsible for our worship towards
God. Malachi suffered with the same
problem we are suffering  with
today--unauthorized worship. Jesus
said to the Samaritan woman at the
well who worshiped vainly, “But the
ur cometh, and now is, when the
.e worshippers shall worship the
Father in spirit and in truth: for the
Father seeketh such to worship him”
(John 4:23). God has always
demanded worship to be in spirit and
in truth, both under the old testament
and the new testament. Malachi even
prophesied of worship under the new
testament when he said,
For from the rising of the sun
even unto the going down of the
same my name shall be great
among the Gentiles, and in every
place incense shall be offered
unto my name, and a pure
offering: for my name shall be
great among the heathen, saith

the Lord of hosts [Malachi 1:11;

cf. John 4:21; 1 Timothy 2:8].

This unauthorized worship took
place as offering polluted bread (1:7)
and animals that were blind, lame,
sick (1:8), and torn (1:13). These
sacrifices that were not even fit or

‘thorized for human consumption
oviticus 7:24; Ezekiel 9:14) were
thought to be pleasing to God. These
sacrifices meant to be holy (Leviticus
21:6) were not. However, this

repulsive worship came from an
equally repulsive attitude. They
looked upon the “table of the Lord”
and the sacrifices as “poliuted” and
“contemptible” or despicable and
despised (1:7, 12). It had progressed
to the point in which they viewed
their worship to the Almighty God
who favored them above all other
nations (1:2-4) in such a bad light that
they said, “Behold, what a weariness
is it!” (1:13). So they “snuffed at it,”
metaphorically as cattle that do not
like their food and blow strongly
through their nostrils upon it and
refuse to eat it. How could God’s
people view worship to him as an
oppressive drudgery rather than an
honorable privilege? Milton says,
«“Such acts of contumacy will provoke
the Highest to make death in us live.”
An unholy attitude towards worship
comes from an unholy attitude
towards God himself. God, through
his  prophet Malachi, asks the
questions, “If then | be a father, where
is mine honour? and if I be a master,
where is my fear?” (Malachi 1:6).
They neglected the honor to God as a
son and the respect due him as a
servant. This showed in their worship.
Therefore, God’s judgment towards
the worshiper that tries to worship in
an unauthorized fashion is “cursed”
(Malachi 1:14), especially when the
child of God vows through his
obedience to submit his will to
become God’s will!

However, does not God accept
any worship? This seems to be the
mindset of so many today, reflecting
the same attitudes of the Israelites in
Malachi’s day. Nevertheless, God
looked upon their kindling fire in vain
(1:10, ASV). Jesus said, “But in vain
they do worship me, teaching for
doctrines the commandments of men”
(Matthew 15:9). Vain worship
towards God is just as real today as it
was 2,000 years ago. Does this
concern God? Absolutely! Because of
their vain  worship, notice  the
powerful language he uses in Malachi
2:3: “Behold, 1 will...spread dung
upon your faces, even the dung of
your solemn feasts: and one shall take
you away with it.” First, observe the
language when he says. “your solemn
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feasts.” These feasts did not belong to
God! He did not take any part for
such- abominable acts. God does not
accept vain and unauthorized worship
today. Second, look at the picturesque
description of his attitude toward the
situation. They were to take the dung
of the sacrifices out of the camp
(Exodus 29:14; Leviticus 4:11-12;
16:27), because of its repugnance.
The spreading of it upon their faces
would be comical were it not serious!
By doing so, it would require taking
them out of the camp, an illustrious
lesson for their removal from God’s
presence. Such contemptible behavior
today will cause God to do the same
thing.

Now let us go to the very source
of the problem. God did not regard
their worship anymore (2:13). Some
tears were extinguishing the fires of
their worship. The context shows this
to be by the tears of the [sraelite
wives who were being divorced by
their husbands to marry daughters “of
a strange god” (2:11-16). This was a
huge problem at this time, as can also
be seen by observing Nehemiah, a
contemporary of Malachi (Nehemiah
9:2; 10:30; 13:3). Even Ezra had to
deal with this problem earlier (Ezra
9-10). The problem of intermarrying
with the heathen was in no way
racially biased. 1t was religiously
biased. God knew the dangers of
fellowshiping with those who did not
worship him properly. He knew the
false worship would influence his
children eventually. I wish all of my
brothers and sisters today would heed
the very same advice, instead of
falling into affinity with the heathen!
However, as long as so many brethren
continue to exhibit this damaging
attitude of tolerance, especially
towards denominationalism, then the
fires of worship will continue to be
extinguished.

According to Malachi, the proper
worshiper will revere God’s covenant,
his presence and his name (2:5). To
walk with God (2:6) implies you
agree with him (Amos 3:3). s your
worship in agreement with God? Put
his law in your mouth and remove the
iniquity from your lips (2:6).






Ezra — Malachi

July 5, 2007
Test on Malachi Instructor: James Meadows
General Questions:
1. How many verses in Malachi? . In how many of them is God
mentioned?
2. What does his name mean?
3. Name at least four characteristics of God found in Malachi.
a.
b.
C.
d.
4, About what year did Malachi’s work take place?
5. What method of teaching does Malachi use?
6. There are at least eight questions asked in Malachi. Name five of them.
a.
b.
c.
d.




[4 11.  God has a book of remembrance because he forgets.
7~ 12. Malachi said the Sun of righteousness would arise.

Bonus Question: Three points if correct.

What kind of spirit had set I n about worshipping and serving God (it’s not specifically

- .
stated in the text, but I mentioned it in class.) /X( MMM’
i v



Test No. 3

True or False

MALACHI

Malachi means "my messenger."

Malachi 1:2 is quoted in the New Testament.

Edom descended from Jacob.

Israel had a wrong attitude toward God.

They were giving God the leftovers.

God calls himself "a great King."

Israel was enjoying their worship.

Levi was faithful to God.

The priest is called the "messenger of the Lord."

God hates divorce or putting away.

The messenger to prepare the way was John the Baptist.
The "messenger of the covenant” was the Lord.

People can still rob God today.

The people said, "It is vain to serve God."

God has a "book of remembrance" because he forgets.
God does not mention his "jewels" in this book.

"The day" is mentioned at least twice in Malachi 4.
John the Baptist was the physically resurrected Elijah.
Luke 1:16-17 mentions the thoughts of Malachi 4:6.

The "Son of righteousness" is mentioned in Malachi 4:2.

July 1, 2011



1. "Wherein hast thou loved us?

2. "Wherein have we despised thy name?"

3. "Wherein have we polluted thee?"

4. "Wherefore?"
5.  "Wherein have we wearied thee?"

6. "Wherein shall we return?"

7. "Wherein have we robbed thee?"

8. "Wherein have we spoken against thee?"
9. "Sun of righteousness"”

___10. Priest'slips

General Questions

1. Explain "yet | loved Jacob, and | hated Esau."

"Healing in his wings"

They doubted the genuine-ness
of God's love.

There was a perpetual
departure from God.

Tithes were withheld.
Blasphemy.

The name of the Lord despised
by the priest.

"Should keep knowledge."
God's justice doubted.
The sacrifices were polluted.

Marriage rites were defiled.

2. What was God saying to them by the words: "A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master"?

3. Name at least three ways we can give God the leftovers today.

4. How had Israel polluted and profaned the table of the Lord?

5. Explain "Behold, what a weariness is it!"
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Why do you think God hates divorce so much?

What was the main work of the "messenger" that came before the Lord?

Explain he is "like a refiner's fire, and like fuller's soap.”

Why did God say the "sons of Jacob are not consumed"?

How had they robbed God?

What expression shows they were giving

some?

Name at least three ways we can rob God today.

What did they mean when they said: "It is vain to serve God"?

What did those who "feared God" do with one another?




What phrase in Malachi shows that one can depend on God's word?




MALACHI

Malachi means "my messenger."

Malachi 1:2 is quoted in the New Testament. /ﬁm 9,13
Edom descended from Jacob. Agéf”/ : 35 ")'3% 34! 9 g
Israel had a wrong attitude toward God.

They were giving God the leftovers.

God calls himself "a great King." [l Z/

Israel was enjoying their worship. /113

Leviwas faithful to God. &7 46—

The priest is called the "messenger of the Lord." i L

God hates divorce or putting away. 2 | / &

The messenger to prepare the way was John the Baptist. Fod.
The "messenger of the covenant' was the Lord. ri
People can still rob God today.

The people said, "It is vain to serve God." &t “/

God has a "book of remembrance" because he forgets.

God does not mention his "jewels" in this book. 7 7

"The day" is mentioned at least twice in Malachi 4. H 5 0 ('Z)/ g (’) }(’)

John the Baptist was the physically resurrected Elijah.
Luke 1:16-17 mentions the thoughts of Malachi 4:6.

The "Son of righteousness" is mentioned in Malachi 4:2.
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"Wherein hast thou loved us?

2. "Wherein have we despised thy name?"

"Wherein have we polluted thee?"

e

"Wherefore?"

o

"Wherein have we wearied thee?"

A~ 6, "Wherein shall we return?"

zf’; 7. "Wherein have we robbed thee?"
2~ 8. "Wherein have we spoken against thee?"
/9. "Sun of righteousness"

g 10. Priest's lips

General Questions

1. Explain "yet | loved Jacob, and | hated Esau."

"Healing in his wings”

They doubted the genuine-ness
of God's love.

There was a perpetual
departure from God.

Tithes were withheld.
Blasphemy.

The name of the Lord despised
by the priest.

"Should keep knowledge."
God's justice doubted.
The sacrifices were polluted.

Marriage rites were defiled.

/

2. What was God saying to them by the words: "A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master"?

3. Name at least three ways we can give God the leftovers today.




10.

1.

12.

Name at least four things God said about Levi in 2:4-6.

a. %M%M M"‘Mq—slw /744%%

C. Wﬂ/LZZ W 1,,\,@&6@/4

d. M &Wf/ é’W/ W‘i %4/ /ﬁﬂ/ﬂ@ﬂ/’é/

Why do you think God hates divorce so much?

What was the main work of the "messenger" that came before the Lord?

Explain he is "like a refiner's fire, and like fuller's soap."

Why did God say the "sons of Jacob are not consumed™?

How had they robbed God?

. What expression shows they were giving

some?

Name at least three ways we can rob God today.

a.

.



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

What did those who "feared God" do with one another? Wa jﬁw ZMLZO/U Ore-

What were they to remember? &ZL’/ /étf' /4 Pngzeon Vu /J—

What promise did God give in Malachi 4:5? J Zz/k// M ({%

. What warning did God give in Malachi 467
Vf/%w J,M é‘zﬂ@yﬁ Z//WZ/M W (etla e

In what sense was John the Baptist Elijah?

Who was another person that some people thought was Elijah?
What did Malachi say the "priest's lips" should do? %&/@/ ,L%a/&ag‘,&@

Explain "but cursed be the deceiver which hath in his flock a male, and voweth, and sacrificeth unto
the Lord a corrupt thing."

. How does the example of the widow in Mark

12:41-44 relate to this?

Twice God told them they profaned things (1:12; 2:11) and three times he told them they polluted
things (1:7; 1:7; 1:12). What does this mean?

How can we profane

the worship today?




John Kachelman in his book Studi ifists four things (all of them beginning with R) about the
Holiness of God. List them.
_ :
. / )
b. / W
c. K / [5? lﬂm
d. :[/ ﬁﬂ /)// W.f \




Test No. 10

True or False

"

/1.

aly)
& 3,
T a
7.
T e,
F 7
KI_s.
_7 9
710,
AR
T 12

/777~ 77CH

Malachi means "my messenger."

Malachi 1:2 is quoted in the New Testament. Bopree Tt 7
Edom descended from Jacob. Ag/@?v 35, 82 /‘ 34,1, &
Israel had a wrofl;gruémt"t\»iitwﬁc‘le’tbward God.

They were giving God the leftovers.

God calls himself "a great King." / )/ %

Israel was enjoying their worship. [ ) 2

Levi was faithful to God. A 4 — é

The priest is called the "messenger of the Lord." - 7

God hates divorce or putting away. . / ZQ

The messenger to prepare the way was John the Baptist. 3, /
The "messenger of the covenant" was the Lord. 3/
People can still rob God today. ?

The people said, "It is vain to serve God." %' / o

God has a "book of remembrance" because he forgets.

God does not mention his "jewels" in this book. 3,/ 7
"The day" is mentioned at least twice in Malachi 4.

John the Baptist was the physically resurrected Elijah.

Luke 1:16-17 mentions the thoughts of Malachi 4:6.

The "Son of righteousness" is mentioned in Malachi 4:2.

July 7, 1998



1. "Wherein hast thou loved us?

2. "Wherein have we despised thy name?"

3. "Wherein have we polluted thee?"

4
P
;ﬂ:__ 4, "Wherefore?'@
A

5. "Wherein have we wearied thee?"

6. "Wherein shall we return?"

&

6L 7. "Wherein have we robbed thee?"
_2_ 8. "Wherein have we spoken against thee?"
@/ 9

. "Sun of righteousness"

? 10. Priest’s lips

General Questions

1. Explain "yet I loved Jacob, and | hated Esau."

_a7" "Healing in his wings"

_b7" They doubted the genuine-
ness of God’s love.

< There was a perpetual
departure from God.

—ed" Tithes were withheld.

_e7" Blasphemy.

_f~ The name of the Lord
despised by the priest.

_g "Should keep knowledge."
A7 God’s justice doubted.

= The sacrifices were
polluted.

_j~ Marriage rites were
defiled.

2. What was God saying to them by the words: "A son honoureth his father, and a

servant his master"?

3. Name at least three ways we can give God the leftovers today.




/6.

10.

11.

19.

Explain "Behold, what a weariness is it!"

Name at least four things God said about Levi in 2:4-6.

fé{/u’ o‘f ‘éﬂo& .2 WS MM

C. u/vj’lv :“7%@ «nw‘ é‘g,@,wea MQ

. O At Loty oene ;/Ww V?&Z

Why do you think God hates divorce so much?

. What was the main work of the "messenger" that came before the Lord?

Explain he is "like a refiner’s fire, and like fuller’s soap."

Why did God say the "sons of Jacob are not consumed"?

How had they robbed God?

some?

. What expression shows they were giving

Name at least three wavs we can rob God todav.



C.

13. What did they mean when they said: "It is vain to serve God"?

14. What did those who "feared God" do with one another?

‘/ 15. What were they to remember?

What promise did God give in Malachi 4:5?

. What warning did God give in Malachi

4:6?

16. In what sense was John the Baptist Elijah?

17. Who was another person that some people thought was Elijah? CHR/s 7—mz /4/)3-15

18. What did Malachi say the "priest’s lips" should do?

19. Explain "but cursed be the deceiver which hath in his flock a male, and voweth, and
sacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing."

. How does the example of the widow in Mark

12:41-44 relate to this?

20. Twice God told them they profaned things (1:12; 2:11) and three times he told
them they polluted things (1:7; 1:7; 1:12). What does this mean?

How can we profane

the worship today?




John Kachelman in his book Studies In Malachi, lists four things (all of them beginning
with R) about the Holiness of God. List them.

a.

b.




EAST TENNESSEE SCHOOL OF PREACHING

01605, Ezra-Malachi

Final Test: Ezra 7-10; Nehemiah 1-13; Malachi S

Match the Following:

AR

w2
7?_ 3.

o ¢ A 4
£ 5.
6
d 7

%; 8.
v
_2- 10,

g4 T
7.5 K-
g0 0 13
g7 G 14
g.18 .5 15.
9.7 R _1e.
ﬁ.‘?-!__ff_)_w.
g17_L 18,
M.
3y 51 20

4

444 B.C.

432 B.C.

430 B.C.
Nehemiah

536 B.C.

458 B.C.

52 days
Restoration
Nehemiah
Nehemiah

Ezra

Opened the book
Joy

Joshua

Eighth day
Fourth part of a day
Clothes

God

Priests &t Levites

Tobiah

Instructor: James Meadows

July 14, 1999

Stayed in Jerusalem till this time.
Covers a period of 12 to 15 years. .
Zerabbabel led first group back.
Completed the walls.

Last of the historical books.

Key word in Nehemiah.

Son of Hachaliah.

Nehemiah’s first journey to Jerusalem.
Ezra comes to Jerusalem.

Date of writing of Nehemiah.

The people stood -

Gracious and merciful

. In the cities of Judah

Had a chamber in the temple
"Of the Lord is your strength"
Waxed not old

The son of Nun

Read in the book of the law
A solemn assembly

The scribe



"Wherein hast thou loved us?

"Wherein have we despised

thy name?"
£ 23.  "Wherein have we polluted
thee?"
Dp 24. "Wherefore?"
b} 25.  "Wherein have we wearied

thee?" /i
"Wherein shall we return?"

"Wherein have we robbed
thee?"

"Wherein have we spoken
against thee?"

¥;‘28.

U 29.

"Sun of righteousness"

a @ 30.

\

Priest’s lips

General Questions - Explain:

. Blasphemy.

; "Healihg in his wings"

. They doubted the genuineness of God’s

love.

-

. There was a perpetual departure from

God.

. Tithes were withheld.

The name of the Lord despised by the
priest.

aa. "Should keep knowledge."

bb. God’s justice doubted.

The sacrifices were polluted.

dd. Marriage rites were defiled.

1.  Why should all preachers, elders and leaders read Nehemiah often? ;IMMMMM

% W vo- Y., tred »’“M«flap

9. How did Nehemiah learn about the conditions at Jerusalem? %’Wm) v~ o"Z&«w

3.  What is a Persian word for the "king’s forest"? f PR AOISE

Name one place the word is found in the N.T.

LI R34 3

4, Clayton Winters lists four reasons hy they were able to accomplish the work in

such a short time. Name them.

a. ‘2/4/%* Wﬂw

b. W@/WW%&%

.. Tnitesffin paD Lord,

d. WWJ@A/ ,;zﬂg,r,,,,,, A yAY,
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5. Name two men who were leaders in the opposition to rebuilding the walls.
a. ézjm ZK ,ZM » b. W
6. Name at least four means that were used to try to stop the work.
N o liode o [ Freancn
C. @dg«ﬁ—u@:&»ﬂ Ahlens d._Faloer /xa oo
7. Explain "but thejr nobles put not their necks to the work of the Lord." ,%?t—“
AT

8. Name at least two thmgs greed and covetousness were causing some of the Jews to
do to their brethren?

27 o eesirte inTired
Dt3 Lo L2 e
9. Why did Sanballat and Tobiah want Nehemiah to come to the plain of Ono?
e A o) M&J&/
10. Complete this verse: "So built we the wall; and all the wall was W
together unto the half thereof: ,«;frﬁ (?3 4 .Co f? @vﬁ-w'ge«

11. Complete this verse (one of your memory verses). "And | sent messengers unto

them saying, /ﬁﬁw ﬁgf%”) e M%@V’AM
MM Mmaﬁ'%rwm 04«/ A lA ‘%«e

12. ame at least four things Nehemiah did when he recelved the news about
Jerusalem.

C. /M d. Vﬂ"fiﬁﬁz‘/

v
13. What does it mean to hear with understanding? & /2— %"”f 2t

,\“ -

WM@-}»}?)



C

14. Explain the "people were attentive." f') m,£ m e Do #5}-»4:-»’ -
SRACH e pt

15. What did the people do when Ezra opened the book? W ﬂ,g/

16. What does they lifted "up their hands" and "bowed their heads" suggest?

%W@ /ZQNM Wpﬂﬁ—v@@wﬂw/ém Mﬂ/w

20 L. Ll
7
N
(e Pt
N4
18, "Read in the book of the law distinctly." Bogd ool Zoms =
ﬂ“‘

i ]

v
19. "Gave the sense.’ W 'ﬂ@ 4}‘,& MQJM&M*’“)

Ld DT

20. "Caused them to understand the reading.” Mb} f Lo %Ma.,é

21. How many times is understandmg (or the meaning) mentioned? 5
How many times is "holy day" mentioned in Nehemiah 8? 3

22. What is the feast of tabernacles? ﬂ @QJ o7 M wﬂg«zﬂ ew,;)
/7
In what month was it celebrated? 7% mpﬂ,%

23. Explain "for since the day of Joshua...had not the children of Israel done so." 7#9—/

/Zm&,fzf’ ptaens Fro po bezey @JWA;‘A/

%\A—‘ ltoanb .
24, W en did Seventh Day Adventists say the sabbath was given? ;é—»v-— W v ﬁza
PP |

Prove this to be false. ,,%%J A ]~ / Aok, 7,)7 ~/4

o

25. What characteristic of the Spirit is mentioned in Nehemiah 9? %ﬁ%{




Y
Dok 920

26. What does it mean Israel "entered into an oath" with God? %A& AP
@QM ﬂj 7’»@ W ,%‘7.0@ &fw
27. What is David called in Nehemiah 12:36? Zp. // ya,

They praised God "with the musical

instruments of David." Explain: "/ //,A) M‘/%Mé» W 9Q Mj /,ép

28. What two races of people (according to the book of Moses) were not to come into
the congregation of Israel?

29. What did Elisashib do for Tobiah? W i R tndl or P> Z,UA

30. Why had the Levites fled to the fields to do manual work? %gg CCae
M %_&%\;I ,&ﬁf&

31. How were some profaning the sabbath day? __@4;&? &,,,,Q
Mf:{ ens Do et 2l

32. Explain "and their children spake haif in the speech of Ashdod." éz@&&y@

wwﬁ’w% ﬁﬂMrJ M4g, ;ﬁwwf&, @f" ‘

33. Who made Solomon to sin in his later years? _&M,«A P 2sip
34. Explain "yet | loved Jacob, and I hated Esau.” /Za/ L P e
i loens — Lrret QM% Leotlo AS 2t
bt G

35. What was God saymg to them by the words: 7\ son honoureth his father, an

d
servant his master"’ -/ ;é w
ﬁ*’-”o Y *‘”M/ﬁ/ %jj MM ﬁ%) (/&gm,eﬁ.., B

36. Name at least three ways we can give God the leftovers today.




( i/)
b. fj-féf/ Z’?«W ﬁ D020
L,
37. How had Israel polluted and profaned the table of the Lord? /éw M %
M Cpotmecrs it W W /{47'

38. Explain "Behold, what a weariness is it!" Zﬁw é/fﬂfe,ﬂ P M/W il

W Aﬂ"‘ ﬂ’/‘ éﬁbw %»fwzm
4

39. Name at least four things God said about Levi in 2:4-6.

7 -‘—W/%n("’@w‘!ﬁ‘ﬁ %&/

40. Why do you think God hates divorce so much’ M Mu‘%“
Ble W,@y o Moo

.

41. What was the main work of the "messenger" that came before the Lord? ©

# v

42. Explain he is "like a refiner’s fire, and like fuller’s soap." /7 Lttt 1@‘2‘2@“ Lot /aﬁ‘%ﬂ/

//%w»/ Y /»&é«’b *;W/ W

43, Why did God say the "sons of Jacob are not consumed"? M %‘Q
2 A mc.wx,/%O Wﬁ—f
44. How had they robbed God? W M«/ Y
/ﬁ%@" . What expression shows they were giving
some? &ow—; dzﬁ/ % Zi«f/ﬁ /42; ,é?i‘ﬂ
2T d e




P

45, Name at least three ways we can rob God today.

a. 4%_%4‘,4 éféﬁ MM
v 7

' i v " "
46. What did they mean when they said: "It is vain to serve God"? 2%:3 Logosr—
47. What did those who "feared God" do with one another? € (,4@,;7 A‘%ﬁ?,.of(b/

sflor s o Gon:
48. What were they to remember? 222 . é;&»« 7 %wa,au

What promise did God give in Malachi 4:5? M Los 524,%!._..‘_ . é% # ’é é;
%’é MM . What waming did God give in Malachi

4:6? /ﬁ lo e pao bb v Bls finee
49, In what sense was John the Baptist Elijah? M P % M M
&ﬂffmw v ﬁ//vﬂzﬁ
50. Who was another person that some people thought was Elijah? auwj

51. What did Malachi say the "priest’s lips" should do? / ﬁéﬁ# émyﬂ&.‘%ﬁw‘
v

52. Explain "but cursed be the deceiver which hath in his flock a male, and voweth, and
sacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing." Z,@ef, Y Y Y wﬁ,

/@é@, / How does the example of the widow in Mark

12:41-44 relate to this? ﬂ@/@g&f /&«//éj“d:f@/ﬁf{@ e «{)

53. Twice God told them they profaned things (1:12; 2:11) and three timeg he told
them they polluted things (1:7; 1:7; 1:12). What does this mean? beg

1’4
WW ,%ww How can we profane

the worship today? @mj M e @/;&#‘ Lped
vrrdappass Sl




True or False:

E 1. Nehemiah heard about the condition in Jerusalem in the 32nd year of
o Artaxerxes.

2.  Nehemiah confessed the sins of the child?en of Israel. /'é

3. Moses is mentioned in Nehemiah 1. /. €

4 Nehemiah brought the king’s daily meals unto him. /,’ /

5 It was dangerous to go before the king with a sad countenance. o) -2
6.  The queen is mentioned in Nehemiah 2. oL é

7 Nehemiah inspected the city at night by himself. 1l

8 Nehemiah told the people, "Come, and let us build the temple.” % I) ) 7
_L 9.  Nehemiah and the Jews were accused of treason. ‘o RO

7 _10. A fox is mentioned in Nehemiah. 4, 3

11.  They worked with one hand and had a weapon in the other. 4’// 7

wall. Y-, 2.3

]~ 12.  Nehemiah and the workers never did put their clothes off while building the
—J 13.  No fear of God caused the Jews to mistreat their brethren. 59

-7~ 14. Nehemiah perceived that God had not sent Shemaiah to try to get himto & // Z
go into the temple.

___f_l 5. Nehemiah begged God to hear his prayer. /']
_ 77 16.  Nehemiah was the Tirshatha. & 7
___F_ 17.  Ezra stood by himself on the platform. %, ot
7- 18.  The people lifted up their hands and bowed their heads. g b

E 19.  They found written in the law that Israel should dwell in booths in the feast
of the eighth month. &,/

Z 90. The words "made" and "create" are sometimes used interchangeably. 7, o/

F 21. God made the Sabbath known at the creation. 7/7%



T _30.

—

7 3.

At least five characteristics of God are named in chapter 9. 9’/ 7~/ &
God spoke by the Holy Spirit through the prophets. g9) 32

Israel was commanded to bring the firstfruits unto God. /2 3 S5
Eliashib was a faithful priest. /< &

Nehemiah gave command that the gates of the city be shut. / 319
Malachi means "my messenger."

‘24 &

Malachi 1:2 is quoted in the New Testament. <, ¢
4 Y

Edom descended from Jacob. ,&'w 75
Israel had a wrong attitude toward God.

They were giving God the leftoversf )

God calls himself "a great King." / LY
Israel was enjoying their worship. / ') 3

Levi was faithful to God. v ~0

The priest is called the "messenger of the Lord." 2, 7

God hates divorce or putting away. 7~ )/ A

The messenger to prepare the way was John the Baptist. 2,/
The "messenger of the covenant" was the Lord. 3 /

People can still rob God today.

The people said, "It is vain to serve God." 3/

God has a "book of remembrance" because he forgets. @’
God does not mention his "jewels" in this book. 2/17
"The day" is mentioned at least twice in Malachi 4.

John the Baptist was the physically resurrected Elijah.

Luke 1:16-17 mentions the thoughts of Malachi 4:6.



01605, Ezra-Malachi

Instructor: James Meadows

Final Test: Ezra 7-10; Nehemiah 1-13; Malachi July 14, 1999

Match the Following:

1. 444B.C.
2. 4328B.C.
3. 430B.C.
4. Nehemiah
5. 536B.C.
458 B.C.

52 days

® N o

Restoration

e

Nehemiah
10. Nehemiah
1. Ezra
12. Opened the book
13. Joy
___14. Joshua
15. Eighth day
_____16. Fourth part of a day
17.  Clothes
18. God

19. Priests & Levites

Stayed in Jerusalem till this time.
Covers a period of 12 to 15 years.
Zerabbabel led first group back.
Completed the walls.

Last of the historical books.

Key word in Nehemiah.

Son of Hachaliah.

Nehemiah’s first journey to Jerusalem.
Ezra comes to Jerusalem.

Date of writing of Nehemiah.

The people stood

Gracious and merciful

. In the cities of Judah

Had a chamber in the temple
"Of the Lord is your strength"
Waxed not old

The son of Nun

Read in the book of the law

A solemn assembly



22.

23.

—_—

24.

—_—

—

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.
30.

"Wherein have we despised
thy name?"

"Wherein have we polluted
thee?"

"Wherefore?"

"Wherein have we wearied
thee?"

"Wherein shall we return?"

"Wherein have we robbed
thee?"

"Wherein have we spoken
against thee?"

"Sun of righteousness”

Priest’s lips

General Questions - Explain:

V. lney UUUDLTU UIT BLliviisviinws == — - -
ove.

w. There was a perpetual departure from
God.

x. Tithes were withheld.

y. Blasphemy.

z. The name of the Lord despised by the
priest.

aa. "Should keep knowledge."

bb. God’s justice doubted.

cc. The sacrifices were polluted.

dd. Marriage rites were defiled.

1. Why should all preachers, elders and leaders read Nehemiah often?

2. How did Nehemiah learn about the conditions at Jerusalem?

3. What is a Persian word for the "king’s forest"?

Name one place the word is found in the N.T.

4. Clayton Winters lists four reasons why they were able to accomplish the work in
such a short time. Name them.

a.

b.




10.

1.

12.

13.

3/

——

Name at least four means that were used to try 10 stop the work.

b.

a/’__/

C—’//

d.
Explain "but their nobles put not their necks to the work of the Lord."

Name at least two things greed and covetousness Were causing some of the Jews to
do to their brethren?

e

b////

Why did Sanballat and Tobiah want Nehemiah to come to the plain of Ono?

Complete this verse: "So built we the wall; and all the wall was

together unto the half thereof:

e

-

/__———//

Complete this verse (one of your memory Vverses). " And | sent messengers unto
them saying,

S

Name at least four things Nehemiah did when he received the news about
Jerusalem.

b.

a//

C d.

What does it mean to hear with understanding?

e



15.
16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

What did the people do when Ezra opened the book?

What does they lifted "up their hands" and "bowed their heads" suggest?

"Caused the people to understand the law."

"Read in the book of the law distinctly."

“Gave the sense.”

"Caused them to understand the reading."

How many times is understanding (or the meaning) mentioned?

How many times is "holy day" mentioned in Nehemiah 82

What is the feast of tabernacles?

In what month was it celebrated?

Explain "for since the day of Joshua...had not the children of Israel done so."

When did Seventh Day Adventists say the sabbath was given?

Prove this to be false.




26. What does it mean lIsrael "entered Into an Oaur  witl vuus

97. What is David called in Nehemiah 12:36?

They praised God "with the musical

instruments of David." Explain:

28. What two races of people (according to the book of Moses) were not to come into
the congregation of Israel?

29. What did Elisashib do for Tobiah?

30. Why had the Levites fled to the fields to do manual work?

31. How were some profaning the sabbath day?

32. Explain "and their children spake half in the speech of Ashdod."

33. Who made Solomon to sin in h|s later years?
I WMr0ed 4
34. Explain "yet 1 loved Jacob, and I hated Esau.”

75. What was God saying to them by the words: "A son honoureth his father, and a
servant his master"?

36. Name at least three ways we can give God the leftovers today.



37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

C.

How had Israel polluted and profaned the table of the Lord?

Explain "Behold, what a weariness is it!"

Name at least four things God said about Levi in 2:4-6.

a.

b.

c.

d.

Why do you think God hates divorce so much?

What was the main work of the "messenger" that came before the Lord?

Explain he is "like a refiner’s fire, and like fuller’s soap."

Why did God say the "sons of Jacob are not consumed"?

How had they robbed God?

. What expression shows they were giving




13.
14.

15.
__16.
17.
18,
1.

20.

Nehemiah heard about the condition in Jerusalem in the 32nd year of
Artaxerxes.

Nehemiah confessed the sins of the children of Israel.

Moses is mentioned in Nehemiah 1.

Nehemiah brought the king’s daily meals unto him.

It was dangerous to go before the king with a sad countenance.
The queen is mentioned in Nehemiah 2.

Nehemiah inspected the city at night by himself.

Nehemiah told the people, "Come, and let us build the temple."
Nehemiah and the Jews were accused of treason.

A fox is mentioned in Nehemiah.

They worked with one hand and had a weapon in the other.

Nehemiah and the workers never did put their clothes off while building the
wall.

No fear of God caused the Jews to mistreat their brethren.

Nehemiah perceived that God had not sent Shemaiah to try to get him to
go into the temple.

Nehemiah begged God to hear his prayer.

Nehemiah was the Tirshatha.

Ezra stood by himself on the platform.

The people lifted up their hands and bowed their heads.

They found written in the law that Israel should dwell in booths in the feast
of the eighth month.

The words "made" and "create" are sometimes used interchangeably.



23,
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,

God spoke by the Holy Spirit through the prophets.
Israel was commanded to bring the firstfruits unto God.

Eliashib was a faithful priest.

Nehemiah gave command that the gates of the city be shut.

Malachi means "my messenger."

Malachi 1:2 is quoted in the New Testament.

Edom descended from Jacob.

Israel had a wrong attitude toward God.

They were giving God the leftovers.

God calls himself "a great King."

Israel was enjoying their worship.

Levi was faithful to God.

The priest is called the "messenger of the Lord."

God hates divorce or putting away.

The messenger to prepare the way was John the Baptist.
The "messenger of the covenant" was the Lord.
People can still rob God today.

The people said, "It is vain to serve God."

God has a "book of remembrance" because he forgets.
God does not mention his "jewels" in this book.

"The day" is mentioned at least twice in Malachi 4.

John the Baptist was the physically resurrected Elijah.



Memory Work - Fill in all the verses you have not said:

1. Ezra 1:1 - "Now is the first years

2. Ezra 5:1 - "Then in the first years

3. Ezra 7:10 - "For Ezra

4. Nehemiah 4:6 - "So we built

5. Nehemiah 6:3 - "And | sent

6. Nehemiah 8:8 - "So they read

7. Zechariah 6:12-13 - "And speak unto him




9. Malachi 3:1 - "Behold, I will

10. Malachi 4:5-6 - "Behold, | will send

Bonus Question (worth three extra points). What one act did Nehemiah do that others
before him had not done?

Bonus Question (If you get all of it right you receive five bonus points.)

John Kachelman in his book Studies In Malachi, lists four things (all of them beginning
with R) about the Holiness of God. List them.

d.

b.




gl o
7./

When Christ died the veil of the temple was rent. What did this signify?

e

-

The true Israel of God is characterized by genuine (12:10-14).

To what may 13:2be referring?

Give some reasons why you think Zechariah 14 cannot refer to Christ’s second coming.

-



————

/ 41. Jerusalem is pictured as a city of safety.

—_—

General Questions
e

1. Find and define at leas’c/ﬁfft'%ﬁ ‘prophecies in 7echariah about Christ.



-
e

-

Bonus Question: Five extra points if correct.

What words would be upon the bells (KIV) or bridles (margin) of the horses pictured in
Zechariah 147

-
-

e



9. Malachi 3:1 - "Behold, I will L

10. Malachi 4:5-6 - "Behold, | will send

Bonus Question (worth three extra points). What one act did Nehemiah do that others
before him had not done?

Yool e tuppul- Poek 114 73

Bonus Question (If you get all of it right you receive five bonus points.)

John Kachelman in his book Studies In Malachi, lists four things (all of them beginning
with R) about the Holiness of God. List them.

a. . Yl e > %ezé@mﬁ&go
b. ‘! i PR,

[ 4

s
c. . b Pore L

d. /! ~ foacloon?




U16U9, Ezra-Malachl

Final Test: Ezra 7-10; Nehemiah 1-13; Malachi

Match the Following:
1 444 B.C.
2 432B.C.
3 430B.C.
4 Nehemiah
___ 5 536 B.C.
____ 6 458 B.C.
_ 1 52 days
8 Restoration
9 Nehemiah
_ 10 Nehemiah
1. Ezra

12. Opened the book
13. Joy

14. Joshua

15. Eighth day

16. Fourth part of a day
17. Clothes

18. God

19. Priests & Levites

Instructor: James Meadows

Stayed in Jerusalem till this time.
Covers a period of 12 to 15 years.
Zerabbabel led first group back.
Completed the walls.

Last of the historical books.

Key word in Nehemiah.

Son of Hachaliah.

Nehemiah's first journey to Jerusalem.
Ezra comes to Jerusalem.

Date of writing of Nehemiah.

The people stood

Gracious and merciful

In the cities of Judah

Had a chamber in the temple

"Of the Lord is your strength”
Waxed not old

The son of Nun

Read in the book of the law

A solemn assembly

June 2005



21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

"Wherein hast thou loved us?

"Wherein have we despised
thy name?"

"Wherein have we polluted
thee?"

"Wherefore?"

"Wherein have we wearied
thee?"

"Wherein shall we return?"

"“Wherein have we robbed
thee?"

"Wherein have we spoken
against thee?"

"Sun of righteousness"

Priest's lips

General Questions - Explain:

1.

Why should all preachers, elders and leaders read Nehemiah often?

aa.

bb.

CC.

dd.

"Healing in his wings"

They doubted the genuineness of God's
love.

There was a perpetual departure from
God.

Tithes were withheld.

Blasphemy.

The name of the Lord despised by the priest.

"Should keep knowledge "

God's justice doubted.

The sacrifices were polluted.

Marriage rites were defiled.

How did Nehemiah learn about the conditions at Jerusalem?
What is a Persian word for the "king's forest'?

Name one place the word is found in the N.T.

Clayton Winters lists four reasons why they were able to accomplish the work in such a short time.
Name them.

a.




10.

1.

e

d.

Name two men who were leaders in the opposition to rebuilding the walls.

a. b.

Name at least four means that were used to try to stop the work.

a. b.

C. d.

Explain "but their nobles put not their necks to the work of the Lord."

Name at least two things greed and covetousness were causing some of the Jews to do to their
brethren?

a.

b.

Why did Sanballat and Tobiah want Nehemiah to come to the plain of Ono?

Complete this verse: "So built we the wall; and all the wall was

together unto the half thereof:

Complete this verse (one of your memory verses). "And | sent messengers unto

them saying,




13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21,

22.

What does it mean to hear with understanding?

Explain the "people were attentive.

What did the people do when Ezra opened the book?

What does they lifted "up their hands" and "bowed their heads" suggest?

"Caused the people to understand the law.”

"Read in the book of the law distinctly."

"Gave the sense."

"Caused them to understand the reading.’

How many times is understanding (or the meaning) mentioned?

times is "holy day" mentioned in Nehemiah 87

What is the feast of tabernacles?

How many

In what month was it celebrated?




24,

25

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

Llad Al d A AL A kel B AN Al AR T LD

When did Seventh Day Adventists say the sabbath was given?

Prove this to be false.

What characteristic of the Spirit is mentioned in Nehemiah 97

What does it mean Israel "entered into an oath" with God?

What is David called in Nehemiah 12:367

They praised God "with the musical instruments of David."

Explain:

What two races of people (according to the book of Moses) were not to come into the congregation
of Israel?

What did Elisashib do for Tobiah?

Why had the Levites fled to the fields to do manual work?

How were some profaning the sabbath day?

Explain "and their children spake half in the speech of Ashdod."




A\ AN

34.

35.

FIIW 1MW W WwIWIIVIL O WH T 0w 1A g e

Find and define at least nine prophecies in Zechariah about Christ.

a.

Give some reasons why you think Zechariah 14 cannot refer to Christ's second coming.

a.




36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

Explain "yet | loved Jacob, and | hated Esau.”

What was God saying to them by the words: "A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master"?

Name at least three ways we can give God the leftovers today.

a.

b.

C.

How had Israel polluted and profaned the table of the Lord?

Explain "Behold, what a weariness is it!"




42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

TILALIIW WL IWMAWL W W LI MW W W W aisn snme S wms == G e 8

a.

b.

C.

d.

Why do you think God hates divorce so much?

What was the main work of the "messenger" that came before the Lord?

Explain he is "like a refiner's fire, and like fuller's soap.”

Why did God say the "sons of Jacob are not consumed"?

How had they robbed God?

. What expression shows they were giving

some?

Name at least three ways we can rob God today.

a.

b.




TN

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

05.

VIIUL VIV LWy TV YV LIV UV UM G0 IV T WY YW T s

What did those who "feared God" do with one another?

What were they to remember?

What promise did God give in Malachi 4:57

. What waming did God give in Malachi 4.6?

In what sense was John the Baptist Elijah?

Who was another person that some people thought was Elijah?

What did Malachi say the "priest's lips" should do?

Explain "but cursed be the deceiver which hath in his flock a male, and voweth, and sacrificeth unto
the Lord a corrupt thing."

. How does the example of the widow in Mark 12:41-44 relate

to this?

Twice God told them they profaned things (1:12; 2:11) and three times he told them they polluted
things (1:7; 1:7; 1:12). What does this mean?

How can we profane the worship

today?




Nehemiah heard about the condition in Jerusalem in the 32nd year of Artaxerxes.
Nehemiah confessed the sins of the children of Israel.

Moses is mentioned in Nehemiah 1.

Nehemiah brought the king's daily meals unto him.

It was dangerous to go before the king with a sad countenance.

The queen is mentioned in Nehemiah 2.

Nehemiah inspected the city at night by himself.

Nehemiah told the people, "Come, and let us build the temple."

Nehemiah and the Jews were accused of treason.

A fox is mentioned in Nehemiah.

They worked with one hand and had a weapon in the other.

Nehemiah and the workers never did put their clothes off while building the wall.
No fear of God caused the Jews to mistreat their brethren.

Nehemiah perceived that God had not sent Shemaiah to try to get him to go into the
temple.

Nehemiah begged God to hear his prayer.

Nehemiah was the Tirshatha.

Ezra stood by himself on the platform.

The people lifted up their hands and bowed their heads.

They found written in the law that Israel should dwell in booths in the feast of the eighth
month.

The words "made" and "create" are sometimes used interchangeably.



23.
24,
25,
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
4.
42.

43.

MU IGUOL VU VU WUV IVUVY W WV UV TRV T ViU o e

God spoke by the Holy Spirit through the prophets.

Israel was commanded to bring the firstfruits unto God.
Eliashib was a faithful priest.

Nehemiah gave command that the gates of the city be shut.
Malachi means "my messenger.”

Malachi 1:2 is quoted in the New Testament.

Edom descended from Jacob.

Israel had a wrong attitude toward God.

They were giving God the leftovers.

God calls himself "a great King."

Israel was enjoying their worship.

Levi was faithful to God.

The priest is called the "messenger of the Lord."

God hates divorce or putting away.

The messenger to prepare the way was John the Baptist.
The "messenger of the covenant' was the Lord.

People can stili rob God today.

The people said, "t is vain to serve God."

God has a "book of remembrance" because he forgets.
God does not mention his “jewels" in this book.

"The day" is mentioned at least twice in Malachi 4.
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A.

INTRODUCTION TO THE MINOR PROPHETS

Introduction.
1. The Old Testament is not bound upon us today: Ephesians ~.14f: "For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and

hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law

of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, SO making peace.”

Colossians 2:14: "Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took
it out of the way, nailing it to his cross.”

a. However, there is much that we can learn from it that is profitable. Romans 15:4.

b. We can learn how God dealt with people in times past, in blessing or in punishing them. 1 Cor. 10:1-11; Deut.
11:26-28.

2. A study of Old Testament literature is important.

a. It furnishes us with a background which fosters a better understanding of the New Testament. Someone has
wisely observed, "The Old Testament is the New Testament concealed; the New Testament is the Old Testament
revealed. Gen. 3:15; Matt. 5:17.

b. It is likely that there is more ignorance on our part of the Minor Prophets than any other section of the Bible.

c. These prophets had a worthy message for the people of their day, and since human attitudes and practices
always follow the same pattern, there are many practical lessons for us today in their writings.

3. The Minor Prophets are called minor only because their books are short.

a. The Major Prophets include Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel.

b. The Minor Prophets are the last 12 books of the Old Testament. All of them are quoted or alluded to in the
New Testament except Obadiah and Nahum. New Testament writers knew by inspiration of the value of these
short writings.

_ A Brief Review of Old Testament Hebrew History.

1. Abraham entered Canaan about 2172 B.C. This time differs from the commonly-accepted view.

a. After he entered Palestine, he spent the rest of his life in that land, except for a sojourn in Egypt.

b. His son Isaac spent his whole life in the land of promise, and like his father before him, he actually possessed
only a small parcel of land which was used as a burial place.

c. Isaac's son, Jacob, spent most of his life in Canaan. In his old age, Jacob moved to Egypt at the invitation of
his son Joseph, after that illustrious young man rose to prominence there.

d. Jacob and all of his twelve sons likewise died there; and their descendants were enslaved to the Egyptians.

2. After four hundred years of bondage, God raised up Moses, and trained him for the great work of delivering the

Israelites from their Egyptian taskmasters.

a. After a series of harsh measures directed against the idols of Egypt, the Pharaoh was forced 10 permit Israel's
departure from the land.

b. At Sinai, God delivered his Law to Israel through Moses. It contained provisions for governing their civil, societal,
religious and spiritual needs.

¢. Due to sin, the Israelites were forced to remain in the wilderness for forty years, until the rebels had died.

3. Under the leadership of Joshua, Israel entered into the land of promise, taking it from the ungodly Canaanites.

a. For the next 450 years (Acts 13:20), the nation was governed by a series of judges, whom God raised up
meet certain emergencies. God was their king, and the judges were selected by the Lord to carry out his will.

b. But the time eventually came when the people were no longer content to continue under this arrangement. The;
wanted to imitate the other nations. When God's people try to compete with the world, they always come up a poc
second.

c. When Israel insisted on a king, God selected the man for the job. 1 Samuel 8.

4. For 120 years, Israel existed as a United Kingdom.

a. Saul reigned for forty years.

b. David succeeded him, and he also reigned for forty years.

c. At his death, Solomon ruled in David's place, again for forty years.

5. Then followed the period of the Divided Kingdom.

a. At Solomon's death, his son Rehoboam reigned. He was so unwise that he heeded the counsel of young men, whi
refusing to listen older and wiser men. His policies were so stringent that a rift occurred in the nation. 1 Kings 1

b. The ten northern tribes, plus elements of the tribe of Levi, united under Jeroboam to form the Northern Kingdor
also called Israel and Ephraim. Jeroboam quickly saw that his throne would be secure only if he could keep |
subjects from going to Jerusalem to worship at the temple. Hence, he established idols at Dan and Bethel, with



attendant religious system. 1 Kings 12:25-33.
1) The Northern Kingdom went farther and farther into apostasy, rejecting the warnings of the prophets, until
they were finally conquered by the Assyrian Empire in 721 B.C.
2) They then lost their identity as a separate nation.
¢. Meanwhile, the Southern Kingdom, also called Judah, existed side-by-side with its idolatrous brothers to the north.
It was comprised of the tribes of J udah, Benjamin and elements of Levi.
1) When Israel fell in 721 B.C., the Assyrians also tried to take Jerusalem, but were soundly defeated by the
miraculous work of an angel (Isa. 37 2 Kings 19).
2) But over the years, Judah also fell into idolatry and apostasy, and was overcome by the Babylonians in 606 B.C.,
and many were taken 10 Babylon (2 Kings 24:1-4).
3) In 597 B.C., more of them were carried into Babylonian bondage (2 Kings 24:8-16). The final stroke came in
586 B.C., when Jerusalem and the temple were destroyed, and all but a remnant of the Hebrews were taken away
(2 Kings 24:17 - 25:30; Jer. 39:1-10). ,
6. After seventy years of bondage (606-536 B.C.), the Israelites were permitted t0 begin their return t0 Palestine (2 Chron.

36:21). They were carried to Babylon in three deportations, and they returned 10 their own land in three operations.

a. The first return was under the direction of Zerubbabel in 536 B.C. (2 Chron. 36:14-22-23; Ezra 1:1-11; 3:1-13;
Isa. 44:28; 45:1ff). They had rebuilt the temple by 516 B.C. See Ezra 6:15.

b. The second return was led by Ezra in 457 B.C. This ready scribe in the Law of Moses (Ezra 7:6) fulfilled the great
work of restoring the Law in the lives of the people (Ezra 7:1 - 10:14).

¢. The third return was under Nehemiah in 445 B.C. This devout man Jed in rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem (Book
of Nehemiah). With the work of Nehemiah and Malachi, who were contemporaries, the inspired record of Old
Testament history came to an end. Four hundred years later, the inspired New Testament record began.

7. The following passages furnish data which helps establish the time for important events of Old Testament history:

a. Genesis 12:4: "SO Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was
seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran."

b. Genesis 21:5: ° And Abraham was an hundred years old, when his son Isaac was$ born unto him."

¢. Genesis 257 «And these are the days of the years of Abraham's life which he lived, an hundred threescore and
fifteen years."

d. Genesis 25:26: " And after that came his brother out, and his hand took hold on Esau's heel; and his name was callec
Jacob: and Isaac was threescore years old when she bare them."

e. Genesis 35:28: « And the days of Isaac were an hundred and fourscore years."

£. Genesis 47:8f: » And Pharaoh said unto Jacob, How old art thou? And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days of the year
of my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty years: few and evil have the days of the years of my life been, and hav
not attained unto the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage.”

g. Genesis 47:28: "And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years: SO the whole age of Jacob was an hundre
forty and seven years."

h. Genesis 50:26: "So Joseph died, being an hundred and ten years old: and they embalmed him, and he was put in
coffin in Egypt."

i. Genesis 37:2: "These aré the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with 1
brethren; and the lad was with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives: and Joseph broug
unto his father their evil report.”

j. Genesis 15:13: "And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is
theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years."

k. Exodus 12:40f: " Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four hundred and th
years. And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty years, even the selfsame day it came 10 Pi
that all the hosts of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt."

1. Galatians 3:17: » And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which
four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect.”

m. I Kings 6:1: » And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after the children of Israel were com¢
of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month Zif, which is the second m(
that he began t0 build the house of the LORD."

1. Genesis 41:46: " And Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph wer
from the presence of Pharaoh, and went throughout all the 1and of Egypt."

8. Some fact which are show by the above verses:
a. Abraham entered Canaan when he was 75 years old.



b. Isaac was born when Abraham was 100 years old.

c. Isaac was 60 when Jacob and Esau were born.

d. Joseph was 17 years old when he got into trouble with his brothers, who sold him into slavery.

e. Joseph was 30 years old when he was exalted as Pharaoh's right-hand man.

f. Jacob died after living 17 years in Egypt.

g. The 7 years of plenty passed (Gen. 41:53f).

h. During the first year of famine, Joseph's brothers came to Egypt (Gen. 42:1-5).

i. During the second year of famine, Joseph revealed himself to his brothers (Gen. 44).

j. Joseph was 39 or 40 when his father learned he was still alive, and Jacob was 130 when he moved to Egypt.

k. Since Joseph was about 40 when Jacob was 130 (Gen. 47:9), Jacob was about 90 when Joseph was born.

1. Israel spent 430 years in Egypt (Ex. 12:40f).

m. The Exodus took place 480 before Solomon began to build the temple, during his 4th year.

n. Solomon reigned from 974-934 (according to other studies).

0. Giving 970 B.C. as the beginning year of the temple's construction, the Exodus occurred in 1450 B.C.
9. Some important events and dates in Israelite history [the dates are my estimates]:

ABRAHAM BORN 2147 B.C.

ABRAHAM TO CANAAN 2072 B.C.

ISAAC BORN 2047 B.C.

JACOB BORN 1987 B.C.

ABRAHAM DIED 1972 B.C.

JOSEPH BORN 1897 B.C.

JOSEPH ENTERS EGYPT 1880 B.C.

JOSEPH EXALTED 1867 B.C. (AGE 30)

JACOB TO EGYPT 1857 B.C.

JACOB DIED 1840 B.C.

JOSEPH DIED 1787 B.C.

MOSES BORN 1530 B.C.

EXODUS 1450 B.C.

ISRAEL IN EGYPT 430 YEARS 1880 - 1450 (Ex. 12:40)

ENTERED CANAAN 1410 B.C.

JOSHUA & ELDERS 1410-1380 B.C. [?]

JUDGES 1380-1054 B.C.

UNITED KINGDOM 120 YEARS: 1054-934 B.C.
Saul 1054 - 1014 B.C.
David 1014 - 974 B.C.
Solomon 974 - 934 B.C.

TEMPLE BEGAN (1 Kings 6:1)

970 B.C. (480 Years After Exodus)

KINGDOM DIVIDED 934 B.C.
Israel 934 - 721 B.C.
Judah 934 - 586 B.C.




ISRAEL CAPTURED BY ASSYRIA 721 B.C.
NINEVEH CAPTURED BY BABYLON 612 B.C.
BABYLON DEFEATS EGPYT 606 B.C.
JUDAH UNDER BABYLON 606-539 B.C.
CAPTIVITY 70 YEARS: 606-536 B.C.
UNDER PERSIA 539-332 B.C.
1st RETURN ZERUBBABEL: 636 B.C.
2nd RETURN EZRA: 457B.C.
3rd RETURN NEHEMIAH: 444 B.C.
UNDER GREECE 332-63 B.C.
UNDER ROME FROM 63 B.C.

C. What is a prophet?

1. The primary meaning of the word prophet is "to speak for another.” Ex. 4:17; 7:1.

a. The literal meaning is "to boil up like a fountain” (Jer. 20:9). The secondary meaning is "to foretell."

b. A prophet of God was one who, having received the message from heaven, spoke for God, by inspiration. 2 Samuel
23:2; 2 Peter 1:20f. The message might relate to the past, or the future, or the present. It could be a message of
comfort or warning, or have an instructional theme.

2. The messages of God's prophets were not contrary to the Law, but called people back to the Law: Dt. 13:1-5.

a. The predictions they gave came to pass: Deut. 18:20-22.

b. The prophecies that contained threats of punishment were conditional: Jer. 18:5-11.

3. Old Testament prophets were known by several descriptive names.

a. They were seers because they were given divine insight into certain matters. 1 Sam. 9:9.

b. They were men of God because they belonged to the God of Heaven. 1 Sam. 9:6; 1 Kings 17:18.

c. They were servants of God because their lives were lived in his service. 1 Chron. 6:49; 1 Kings 18:36.

d. They were messengers of God since they acted in his behalf by delivering his prescribed messages (Isa. 42:19).

4. There were many false prophets during the Old Testament era.
a. Counterfeits usually arise where there is the genuine. Deut. 18:20-22; Jer. 28.
b. Some of these prophesied for political or financial gain.
D. There are twa classifications of Old Testament prophets.
1. The non-writing prophets included:

a. Enoch: Jude 14.

b. Abraham: Gen. 20:7,17.

¢. Miriam: Ex. 15:20.

d. Moses: Deut. 18:15-18; 34:10; Hos. 12:13. He authored the first five books of the Old Testament, but the material
is not of the same type as that written by such prophets as Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and the Minor Prophets.

e. Deborah: Judges 4:4.

f. The sons of the prophets: 1 Sam. 10:5

g. Samuel; Elijah; Elisha; Micaiah; and many others.

h. David (2 Sam. 23:1f) and Solomon (Proverbs; Ecclesiastes) were writers of Old Testament literature, but their type
of material is not identical to the Major and Minor writing prophets.

2. The writing prophets of the Old Testament operated shortly before and after the Assyrian and Babylonian Exiles. (See

Hailey, pp.18-24).

a. Ninth century prophets.
1) Obadiah - 845 B.C. (Date uncertain).
2) Joel - 830 B.C. (Date uncertain).
3) Jonah - 790-750 B.C.

b. Eighth century prophets (Assyrian Period).
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1) Amos - 755 B.C. (Operated in the Northern Kingdom).
2) Hosea - 750-725 B.C. (Operated in Northern Kingdom).
3) Isaiah - 750-700 B.C. (Worked primarily in Jerusalem).
4) Micah - 735-700 B.C. (Worked in villages of Southern Kingdom).
¢. Seventh century prophets (Babylonian Period).
1) Jeremiah - 626-586 B.C.
2) Zephaniah - 630-625 B.C.
3) Nahum - 625-612 B.C.
4) Habakkuk - 625-605 B.C.
d. Sixth century prophets (Babylonian Exile Period).
1) Ezekiel - 593-570 B.C.
2) Daniel - 605-536 B.C.
e. Sixth and fifth century prophets (Post-exile Period).
1) Haggai - 520 B.C.
2) Zechariah - 520-518 B.C.
3) Malachi - 440 B.C.

It was a time often characterized by economic and social repression in the land. The rich got richer and the poor got
poorer. Haughty women were often behind these sins. The rejection of God's word led to the corruption of society.

. Amos preached a message of social justice to the Northern Kingdom.

. Hosea described Israel's spiritual state as spiritual whoredom.

. Micah was a prophet who stressed the rights of the common people.

. Joel issued warnings, often stressing the "day of the Lord."

. Haggai stirred up the returned Jews to rebuild the temple.

_Malachi decried the indifference to religion the people of his time showed.

. The order in which the study of the Minor Prophets should be chronological, not in the order in which they appear
in the Old Testament. This approach will keep the study flowing along a "time-line." With this approach, it will be
possible to place the work of these great men in their proper time sequence, as near as we can establish it.

. The Minor Prophets, their times, and the location of their work are set forth in the following table:
PROPHET TIME LOCATION
Obadiah 845 B.C. Against Edom
Joel 830 B.C. Judah
Jonah 773 B.C. Nineveh
Amos 755 B.C. Israel
Hosea 745 B.C. Israel
Micah 730 B.C. Judah
Zephaniah 630 B.C. Judah
Nahum 625 B.C. Judah
Habakkuk 625 B.C. Judah
Haggai 520 B.C. Judah
Zechariah 520 B.C. Judah
Malachi 440 B.C. Judah




The Book of the Twelve

he Minor Prophets are not minor in the sense that their message is less important than

that of other pmphut& These are simpl_v the shorter pruphvtit books, minor in length,
as cnmpm‘od to the Major Prophets, which are longer books. No inspircd book of God can
be considered as “minor” in importance; the nunor proplwts contain a nurjor MESsage.
Known sometimes as “The Book of the Twelve,” these pmpl\clic works are inspin'd of
God (1 Tim. 3:16-17). From Hosea to Malachi, they are known as “the word of Joho\'ah”
(Hos. 11 Mal1:D Their message is not only Cod-breathed, but it is also very pertinent
and relevant to our present age.

Perhaps no section of the Bible has been more neglected. Most Bible students know the
basics of the law (Genesis to Deuteronomy), the history of Israel (Joshua to Esther), and
the poetic books of the OId Testament (Job to Song of Solomon), and most have a passing
knowledge of the books of the New Testament; but the prophetic books, and the last teeelee
Pooks of the Old Testament i pmfimhn‘, are unknown to a vast multitude of pooplv, even to
those who have altended Bible classes all their fives! Yet these books are rich in content,
modern in application, and utterly fascinating to study.

The Work of the Prophets

The popular concept of a prophet is that he foretells the future. A propliecy isa revelation
of future events, and to prophesy is to predict what chall someday come to pass. This view
of pmphecy has led to some bizarre conclusions. Tt leads pcoplo {o seek cryptic, hidden
meanings and to attribute strange interpretations to prophetic utterances. One preacher
claimed to find a pmphcp\' of modern automobiles in Nahum 2:4, “The chariots rage in
the streets; they rush to and froin the broad ways.” One must understand the meaning of
a prophet and his work. The Greek proplhetes signifies one who speaks for another. The
Classic case study is found in the example of Moses and Aaron. Moses complained to God
that he was slow of spooch, and God sent Aaron his brother with him, saving that “he shall
be to thee a mouth, and thou shalt be to him as God” (Ex. 1:16). Later, God stated that
“Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet” (Ex. 7: 1. The prophet, therefore, is as a mouth to
God, speaking his word, delivering his message, and announcing his precepts. The
prophet was also knownas a scer (1 Sam. 9:9). Some have said that the prophet should be
noted as a “forthteller” rather thana “foreteller.” Actually, the prophet was both. He spoke
forth the word of the Lord, buton occasion this involved the revelation of things to come.

Historical Background

Every prophet spoke from the background of his time, It is necessary, therefore, to
examine the historical context in which the prophets delivered their oracles. We have




Jearned this lesson with respect to other books of the Bible, particularly in the New Tesla-
ment, so that in the examination of a book, we seek information regarding, the author,
approximate date of writing, place, purpose, and period. The same kind of attention to the
historical background of the prophets will onrich our study and open this area of the Bible
to many who have not considered it before.

The Divided Kingdom

After the reigns of Saul, David, and Solomon, the kingdom divided into two parts: Israel
(Northern Kingdom) and Judah (Southern Kingdom). Jeroboam becare the first king of
lsracl. Rehoboam, son of Solomon, was the king of Judah. The kings of israel all did that
which was evil in the sight of God. In judah there was a mixture; some kings were good

“and others were evil. The Southern Kingdom had one dvnasty throughout its history, the
Pavidic lincage. In the Northern Kingdom, there were nine different dynasties. These
sometimes changed by means of force and violence. The capital of jsrael was Samaria.
Thus, the Northern Kingdom is sometimes identified as Israel, cometimes as Samaria, and
sometimes by the name of Fphraim, one of its tribes. The capital of the Southern Kingdom
was Jerusalem. The Gouthern Kingdom is spoken of as Judah, or as Jerusalem or Zion.

“The Northern Kingdom lasted for about two hundred years — from the time of the divi-
sion of the kingdom until 722 B.C. when the nation was carried into Assyrian captivity.
The Southem King({(\h\ fasted appm\imnlvly 135 vears longer, but ultimately was taken
into Babvlonian captivily in 586 B.C.

In thinking, of the pmphot% and their relation to the history of leraecl and fudah, there are
several factors to bear in mind:

(1) Did the prophet prophesy in the Northern Kingdon or the Soutleri Kingdom? Hosea and
Amos prophesied to lerael, while Joel, Micah, Zephaniah, flabakkuk, Haggai, Zechariah,
and Malachi pmphesied to Judal. Jonah and Nahum directed their prophecies toward
Nineveh, and Obadiah prophes‘ied regarding Edom. It will help us to know the areas of
major concern in the various prophets if we know where their prophecies were directed.

(2) Did the prophet propliesy before, during, or after the Assyrian and Babylonian captioity?
Keep in mind that the Northern Kingdom was exiled to Assyria in 722 B.C., and the
Southern Kingdom was exiled to Babylon in 586 B.C.

Pre-exilic: Obadiah, foel, Jonah, Hosea, Amos, Micah, Nahum, Zephaniah, Habakkuk.

Evilic: Daniel, Ezekiel (not part of the Minor Prophets, but mentioned here to indicate
that some prophesied even during the exile).

Post-cxilic: Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi. .
“Think how this information is beneficial: Some of those who prophesied prior to the

Jexile would be concerned about the threat of Assyria or Babylon; those who prophesied
during the exile would encourage the captives and look forward to the restoration to their
own land; and, those who prophesied after the return would encourage the people to arise,
and do the work that Ged wanted them to do.

(3) Wit were the political and social conditions that existed at the time? Basically, we can
determine these factors by noting what nation was in power at the time. Some prophets
lived and worked while Assyria was the dominant power, others when Babylon was in
control, and still others during the Persian period. We may categorize the Minor Prophets
as follows:

Assyrian Period: Obadiah, Joel, Jonah, Hosea, Amos, Micah, Nahum.

Babyloian Period: Zephaniah, FHabakkuk.

persian Period: Haggat, Zechariah, Malachi.
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So, even if a prophet focused on Judah, vet prophesied just before Israel was overcome
by Assyria in 722 B.C, itis cear that his pruph(\'_\' would be concerned to some degree
with the Assyrian threat. Assyria also wasa danger to Judah, although the nation was able
to resist Assvrian domination. All of the above elements are pertinent and helpful in the
study of the prophetic books.

The Surrounding Nations

‘Think about four nations in particular: Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, and Persia. During the
period of the Minor Prophets, Egvpt was a nation in decline. Assyria was an ascending,
power. Judah and jarael were small nations located between these rival superpowers.
They were located in a sensitive place. Some wanted to turn to Egvpt for protection; oth-
ers wanted 1o make an alliance with Assyria. Hosea compared lsracl to “a silly dove,
without understanding: they call unto Egypt, they go to Assyria” (Hos. 7:11). Isaiah, in
Judal, urged dependence upon God for deliverance, not upon Egypt or Assyria. It was
Assyria which took Jsrael into captivity in 722 B.C. Nineveh, capital of Assyria, fell in 612
B.C. (see discussion of Nahum), and Babvlon became the dominant nation. Nebuchad-
nezzar subjugated Judah about 606 B.C., and later destroyed the temple and took Judah
into Babylonian captivity in 586 B.C.

The Medo-Persian empire arose to supplant the Babylonians (Jer. 5111 Cyrus took
Babylon in 539 B.C.and in 536 B.C. he began the restoration of Judah o its native land.
Gaod directed the people to rebuild the temple which had been destroved by Nebuchad-
nezzar. This was finally accomplished in 516 B.C. (see discussion of Haggai and
Zecharial.

It should be noted that God sometimes uses nations to accomplish his purposes, even
when he does not approve of that nation’s conduct (see discussion of Habakkuk). Assyria
became the rod of God’s anger against his own people (Isa. 10:5). The Babylonians then
chastised and defeated Assyria. Thereafter the Medes and the Persians overcame the
Babvlonians. Each nation accomplished what God intended. God could utilize a world
power to accomplish his purpose and then punish that nation because of its sinful char-
acteristics.

Conditions of the Time

Many of the characteristics faced by the prophets, particularly during the 8th century
B.C., are familiar to us. These included:

(1) Period of peace and prosperity.

(2) Injustice toward the poor.

(3} OQutwardly religious, but inwardly indifferent.

(4) Formalism in worship.

(5) Apostasy from the truth.

These conditions abound in our society; in fact, our times are much like those which the
prophets saw. The messages of the prophets are sorely needed by this generation.

It is hoped that this issue of THE SPIRITUAL SWORD will provide an interesting
overview of the Minor Prophets, that it will be a study guide for future reference, and that
it will open up this section of the Bible to many who have not heretofore taken a serious
interest in these twelve books.

—EDITOR
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Test No. 4: Nehemiah 1-13

Match the Following:

444 B.C.

432 B.C.

f

)z{.
430 B.C. J4
Nehemiah /zf
536 B.C. /.
458 B.C. f
52 days
Restoration
Nehemiah
Nehemiah

Ezra

Joy
Joshua

Eighth day § .14

/ﬁ.
2
4
y
}(.
Opened the book )/
7
’
7

Clothes

God /

Priests & Levites }/

Tobiah / T

Fourth part of a day }/

July 3,2007

Stayed in Jerusalem till this time
Covers a period of 12 to 15 years
Zerabbabel led first group back
Completed the walls

Iast of the historical books
Key word in Nehemiah

Son of Hachaliah

Nehemiah’s first journey to Jerusalem
Ezra comes to Jerusalem
Date of writing of Nehemiah

The people stood
Gracious and merciful

In the cities of Judah

Had a chamber in the temple &2 / 0
“Of the Lord is your strength”

Waxed not old

The son of Nun

Read in the book of the law W 7 ‘ 3

A solemn assembly

The scribe & /



General Questions — Explain:

1.

Why should all preachers, elders and leaders read Nehemiah often?

How did Nehemiah learn about the conditions at Jerusalem?

Yernan, Lodd fs |2

What is a Persian word for the “king’s forest”? ﬂ &MM

Clayton Winters lists four reasons why they were able to accomplish the work in
such a short time. Name them.

C.

d.

Name two men who were leaders in the opposition to rebuilding the walls.

e p ot
a. 7 %MZM b. /. ﬁ’f,/c/(/ﬁ
Name at least four means that were used to try to stop the work.

. %ﬁ/w, b MWM

c. @}M / Mf‘/ d. %\”W

Explain “but their nobles put not their necks to the work of the Lord.”

“21&7 DL s Py oo Ue t7h

Name at least two things greed and covetousness were causing some of the Jews
to do to their brethren.

a. ’%774‘%/\7 “zﬁ'/j,p jﬁf M/&J //L'dﬁ)




10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Why did Sanballat and Tobiah want Nehemiah to come to the plain of Ono?
Bt Byt o Ao sicheif b 1 2

Complete this verse: “So built we the wall; and all the wall was ?tﬁ‘ 1; p Q

together unto the half thereof: L égg; 475 %{_ Zé/_Q £/ ,%ﬁg>

///L mﬂﬁ’/ Tl 14! L)
Complete this verse (one of your memory verses). “And I sent messengers unto

them saying, f dire /ZW < Wf pirhy po Bhet o
Ctryifl frrpee ﬁZh«ox/ Wﬁﬁ Y ,éle» Lot eatai
pra /zf A earpet /f; fw/Q W&'Zﬁ‘m) 5 Mu”(é 5)

Name at least four things Nehemiah did when he received the news about

Jerusalem.

a. bw b. MW/&Q
c. W d. W

What does it mean to hear with understanding? &4& ‘f/ /KZL MM?
ofl 2 cppl
/

Explain the “people were attentive.”

What did the people do when Ezra opened the book? Z/ gf/,; , /M

What does they lifted “up their hands” and “bowed their hands” suggest? %

Arteipce @fzil il Ble pirratip




17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

“Caused the people to understand the law.”

“Read in the book of the law distinctly.”

“QGave the sense.”

“Caused them to understand the reading.”

How many times is understanding mentioned? How many times is

“holy day” mentioned in Ezra 8?

What is the feast of tabernacles?

In what month was it celebrated?

Explain “for since the day of Joshua...had not the children of Israel do so.”

When did Seventh Day Adventists say the Sabbath was given?

Prove this to be false.

What characteristic of the Spirit is mentioned in Nehemiah 9?

What does it mean Israel “entered into an oath” with God?




27. What is David called in Nehemiah 12:36?

They praised God “with the musical instruments of David.”

Explain:

28.  What two races of people (according to the book of Moses) were not to come into

the congregation of Israel?

29.  What did Elisashib do for Tabiah?

30.  Why had the Levites fled to the fields to do manual work?

31.  How were some profaning the Sabbath day?

32.  Explain “and their children spake half in the speech of Ashdod.”

(5]

True or False:

_F

b RRR

3. Who made Solomon to sin in his later years?

/;
Nehemiah heard about the condition in Jerusalem in the 32" year of ;/ (_
Artaxerxes.

/<
Nehemiah confessed the sins of the children of Israel. l/ ‘ [9
Moses is mentioned in Nehemiah 1. ¥, &
Nehemiah brought the king’s daily meals unto him. At (
N 1o
It was dangerous to go before the king with a sad countenance. A |
The queen is mentioned in Nehemiah 2. . é

Nehemiah inspected the city at night by himself. ;l A



7 3.

7 25,

Nehemiah told the people, “Come, and let us build the temple. I /7
Nehemiah and the Jews were accused of treason.

A fox is mentioned in Nehemiah. L},’ 3

They worked with one hand and had a weapon in the other. /-71;: /7

Nehemiah and the workers never did pull their clothes off while building
the wall. 9&.{ 215

No fear of God caused the Jews to mistreat their brethren. b /'?

Nehemiah perceived that God had not sent Shemiah to try to get him to go
into the temple. &

Nehemiah begged God to hear his prayer.

Nehemiah was the Tirshatha. 7, & &

Ezra stood by himself on the platform. g ! //-

‘They found written in the law that Israel should dwell in booths in the

feast of the eighth month. ‘5" . /44

7 >
The words “made” and “create” are sometimes used interchangeably. v, b

God made the Sabbath known at the creation.

At least five characteristics of God are n apter 9 ‘/ 17
Rogdby e ooy Sposeens ) steol) Ghe e

God spoke by the Holy Spirit through the prophets. % / R Y ; [/
Israel was commanded to bring the firstfruits unto God. /&¢ 3 2
Eliashib was a faithful priest. /Z . L

Nehemiah gave command that the gates of the city be shut. { 2 /4

Bonus Question (worth three extra points).

What one %ct did Nehemiah do that_ others before h1m had not done?

l AL L4 z
I
_/l‘l “ =t 7 LA ‘ ACafea m’

'4.4

ll ,4 ll =i/ é LD /dé ’ZZ ,l/%’
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EAST TENNESSEE SCHOOL OF PREACHING
Test Number 6: Zechariah 6-14
True or False
1. Zechariah saw four chariots.
2. The mountains were of gold.
3. Zechariah understood what he saw.
4. These chariots are the four spirits (or winds).
5.  The black horses went into the south country.
6. They are pictured as walking "to and fro" through the earth.
7. A crown of silver and gold was to be placed on Joshua’s head.
8.  Zechariah mentions the BRANCH in chapter 6.
9. The BRANCH would build the temple of God.
____10.  The BRANCH would be priest and king on his throne at the same time.
11.  "They that are far off" refers to the Jews still in distant countries.
12.  The four chariots in chapter six symbolizes God’s protective providence.

13.  Zechariah received his second message from God (after the visions) in the
fourth year of Darius’ reign.

14.  The seventh chapter deals with the questions of fasting.

15.  The Jews asked about fasting in the seventh month.

____ 16, God mentions the fasts of both the fifth and seventh months in his answer.
17. God told them that their fasting was not for him but for themselves.

18. Instead of fasting God told them that they should show judgment, mercy
and compassion.

19.  God named four different type people that they were not to oppress.

20. Their fathers had listened to the former prophets.



2.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.

27.
28.

29.
30.

31.

32.
33.

34.

35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

40.

41.

2

A heart as an adamant stone is a soft heart.

People can reach such a state that God will not hear them.
God is pictured as being jealous in chapter 8.

God said Jerusalem would be called a city of truth.
Chapter eight pictures a "remnant” of people being saved.

"And they shall be my people, and | will be their God" is quoted in 2
Corinthians 6:16.

God admonishes his people to be strong.

The statement "speak ye every man truth with his neighbor" is found in
chapter 8.

God hates false oaths.
God names the fasts of four different months in chapter 8.

The first part of chapter 9 begins with a "burden" against the heathen
nations.

Tyrus was a sea-coast town when Alexander the Great destroyed it.
Chapter 9 mentions a bastard ruling over Ashdod.

Chapter 9 told them to rejoice because "behold, thy priest cometh unto
thee."

The king is pictured as being just, a saviour and lowly.

The king is pictured as having dominion over Palestine only.
Judah and Ephraim are pictured as a bow and arrow.

The goodness and beauty of God are pictured in chapter 9.
The idols they worshipped literally spoke vanity.

The diviners are pictured as comforting in vain.

The "nail" mentioned in chapter ten suggests security, permanency,
solidarity.



42.

43
44,
45,
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.

56.

57.
58.
59.

60.

61.

62.

3

Judah, Joseph, Ephraim, Egypt, Assyria and Lebanon are all mentioned in
chapter 10.

The cedars of Lebanon suggest strength or that which is at the top.

Joshua was told to feed the flock of God.

The scribes, Pharisees, and Sadducees are probably pictured in chapter 11.
The stave called Beauty meant unity or binders.

God is pictured as cutting off four shepherds in one month.

The covenant that God broke in 11:10 is the one he made with Abraham.
The price paid for the shepherd and his work was thirty pieces of silver.
Thirty pieces of silver was about the price paid for a common slave.

The potters’ field was a field where the very rich were buried.

A foolish shepherd is pictured in chapter 11.

Man does have a spirit in his body and God formed it.

"In that day" is mentioned at least six times in chapter 12.

"And | will pour upon the house of David" probably pictured the coming of
the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.

Zechariah 12:10 regarding those looking on the pierced one was fulfilled
when Christ hung on the cross.

Zechariah pictures a fountain being opened for sin and uncleanness.
The prophets and unclean spirits are pictured as being cut off.

The fathers and mothers of some prophets are pictured as rejoicing in their
lies.

"Smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall follow."

Zechariah 13:7 ("smite the shepherd," etc.) is quoted in the New
Testament.

Zechariah 14 pictures the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70.
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63. The Lord will stand on Mt. Olives in the next few years.

64. People are pictured as fleeing to the mountains in the final judgment.

65. Matthew 23 gives a good description of the destruction of Jerusalem.

66. Zechariah 14 pictured "living waters" as going forth out of Jerusalem.

67. Zechariah 14 speaks of the time when there would be one Lord.

68.  All nations are pictured as going up to literal Jerusalem to worship.

69. Bells upon horses shall be in that day.

70. Jerusalem is pictured as a city of safety.

General Questions

1. What do the following things picture about the Messiah?

a. "He shall build the temple of God"

b. "The counsel of people shall be between them both"

c. "He shall sit and rule upon his throne"

d. "He is just”

e. "Having salvation”

f.  "Riding upon an ass"

g. "His dominion shall be from sea to sea"
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h. "In that day there shall be a fountain opened..."

i.  "And his feet shall stand...upon the mount of Olives”

2. List what is promised in chapters 9-14.

a. Chapter 9 -

b. Chapter 10 -

c. Chapter 11 -

d. Chapter 12 -

e. Chapter 13 -

f. Chapter 14 -

3. List at least one prophecy about Christ in each chapter.

a. Chapter 9 -

b. Chapter 10 -

C. Chapter 11 -

d. Chapter 12 -

e. Chapter 13 -

f. Chapter 14 -

BONUS QUESTION: What did Zechariah say would go out from Jerusalem on that day?




(%

EAST TENNESSEE SCHOOL OF PREACHING

Test Number 6: Zechariah 6-14

True or False

7 1. Zechariah saw four chariots.

L 2. The mountains were of gold.

) E_ 3. Zechariah understood what he saw.

L 4, These chariots are the four spirits (or winds).

_L 5. The black horses went into the south country.

l 6. They are pictured as walking "to and fro" through the earth.
1 7. A crown of silver and gold was to be placed on Joshua’s head.
_Z_ 8. Zechariah mentions the BRANCH in chapter 6.

7 9. The BRANCH would build the temple of God.

The BRANCH would be priest and king on his throne at the same time.

“They that are far off" refers to the Jews still in distant countries. /gz P Lol
j Cpk 21l
The four chariots in chapter six symbolizes God’s protective providence.

Zechariah received his second message from God (after the visions) in the
fourth year of Darius’ reign.

"7 14, The seventh chapter deals with the questions of fasting.
_Ll 5. The Jews asked about fasting in the seventh month.
7/ 16. God mentions the fasts of both the fifth and seventh months in his answer.
7 17. God told them that their fasting was not for him but for themselves.
_Z_l 8. Instead of fasting God told them that they should show judgment, mercy
and compassion.
—// 19. God named four different type people that they were not to oppress.

Their fathers had listened to the former prophets. T
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A heart as an adamant stone is a soft heart.

People can reach such a state that God will not hear them.
God is pictured as being jealous in chapter 8.

God said Jerusalem would be called a city of truth.
Chapter eight pictures a "remnant" of people being saved.

"And they shall be my people, and I will be their God" is quoted in 2
Corinthians 6:16.

God admonishes his people to be strong.

The statement "speak ye every man truth with his neighbor" is found in
chapter 8.

God hates false oaths.
God names the fasts of four different months in chapter 8.

The first part of chapter 9 begins with a "burden" against the heathen
nations.

Tyrus was a sea coast town when Alexander. LheaGreaLdest;r@ye lt 5
Kl feor Prskf o e oDyt 6H) o Cortat
Chapter 9 mentions a bastard ruling over Ashdod

Chapter 9 told them to rejoice because "behold, thy priest cometh unto
thee."

The king is pictured as being just, a saviour and lowly.

The king is pictured as having dominion over Palestine only.
Judah and Ephraim are pictured as a bow and arrow.

The goodness and beauty of God are pictured in chapter 9.
The idols they worshipped literally spoke vanity.

The diviners are pictured as comforting in vain.

The "nail" mentioned in chapter ten suggests security, permanency,
solidarity.
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T 42. Judah, Joseph, Ephraim, Egypt, Assyria and Lebanon are all mentioned in
chapter 10.

/ 43. The cedars of Lebanon suggest strength or that which is at the top.

44, Joshua was told to feed the flock of God.

"7 45. The scribes, Pharisees, and Sadducees are probably pictured in chapter 11.

_E_46. The stave called Beauty meant unity or binders.

_L47. God is pictured as cutting off four shepherds in one month.

L‘}S. The covenant that God broke in 11:10 is the one he made with Abraham.
T 49, The price paid for the shepherd and his work was thirty pieces of silver.

150. Thirty pieces of silver was about the price paid for a common slave.

_&5 1. The potters’ field was a field where the very rich were buried.

7- 52. A foolish shepherd is pictured in chapter 11.

53. Man does have a spirit in his body and God formed it.

54. "In that day" is mentioned at least six times in chapter 12.

i
il
_ZSS. "And | will pour upon the house of David" probably pictured the coming of
the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.
il

56. Zechariah 12:10 regarding those looking on the pierced one was fulfilled
when Christ hung on the cross.

58. The prophets and unclean spirits are pictured as being cut off.

59. The fathers and mothers of some prophets are pictured as rejoicing in their

"
/ 57. Zechariah pictures a fountain being opened for sin and uncleanness.
lies.

60. "Smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall follow."

T 61. Zechariah 13:7 ("smite the shepherd," etc.) is quoted in the New
Testament.

/l 62. Zechariah 14 pictures the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70.
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F 63. The Lord will stand on Mt. Olives in the next few years.

_2_64. People are pictured as fleeing to the mountains in the final judgment.

_E_ 65. Matthew 23 gives a good description of the destruction of Jerusalem.
_Léé. Zechariah 14 pictured "living waters" as going forth out of Jerusalem.
167. Zechariah 14 speaks of the time when there would be one Lord.

__F’__ 68. All nations are pictured as gomg up to literal Jerusalem to worship.
169. Bells upon horses shall be in that day. /A.g, /,/ QY -t Moo /é/ S

/]71_{41(/‘ Lty A “Ledlbrs
7
/ 70. Jerusalem is pictured as a city of safety.

General Questions

1. What do the following things picture about the Messiah?

a. "He shall build the temple of God"

b. "The counsel of people shall be between them both"

c. "He shall sit and rule upon his throne"

d. "Heis just"

e. "Having salvation"

f.  "Riding upon an ass"

g. "His dominion shall be from sea to sea"




h. "In that day there shall be a fountain opened..."
i. "And his feet shall stand...upon the mount of Olives"
2. List what is promised in chapters 9-14.
a. Chapter 9 - pm—ud.z, /7 o M/Z/ﬁ%
b. Chapter 10 - //I/ﬂWV/ @//p,{;&) r@rr/n,e/w;im *f‘/JW/
C. Chapter 11 - ” f fzzo //%/ M S »j—
d. Chapter 12 - i /7 6 M&) M(//fo,,a@
e. Chapter 13 - a / b %W%
f. Chapter 14 - %W/m 57 724 Op/w%&w k//%,,.;,, /4 %/;7[294 ’
3. List at least one prophecy about Christ in each chapter.
a. Chapter 9 - (%1/ 9 -
b. Chapter 10 - /0! /4/- -
c. Chapter 11- [/}~ /7
d. Chapter 12 - [ 2 1p
e. Chapter 13 - /7!
f. Chapter 14 - /fl 7

5

BONUS QUESTION: What did Zechariah say would go out from Jerusalem on that day?

fﬁ/% i 4.4




EAST TENNESSEE SCHOOL OF PREACHING AND MISSIONS

Test No. 5 - Zechariah 1-8 Instructor: James Meadows
' June 6, 2006

Discussion Questions:
1. About how many months after Haggai began his work did Zechariah begin to

prophesy?

2. What does Zechariah's name mean?

Approximately how many men in the Old Testament had this name?

3. Who was Zechariah's father? Grandfather?

4.  Zechariah was both a and a

5. Approximately how many times is Zechariah quoted in the New Testament?

6.  Approximately how many times does Zechariah attribute his message to God?

7. Zechariah is divided into four sections. Name them.

a.

b.

C.

d.

8.  Zechariah 1:1-6 issues a call to repentance. What was the purpose of mentioning

the former prophets?

9.  Whatis the first vision?

How many horses? What lesson does the vision teach?




10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

What is the second vision?

What do horns symbolize? What

lesson does the vision teach?

What is the third vision?

Why was the young man fold not to measure Jerusalem, even though that was his
intention?

What lesson is taught by this vision?

What is Palestine called in chapter three?

Why?

What does "be silent" mean?

What is the fourth vision?

Why was Satan standing by?

What was signified by the taking away of Joshua's "filthy garments?"

Who is "the BRANCH?"

What does "the stone that | have laid before Joshua" signify?

What is meant by "l will remove

the iniquity in one day?"




16.

17.

18.

What is the fifth vision?

What is signified by the following things in the vision?

a. "The two olive trees"

b. "O great mountain"

¢c.  "thou shalt become a plain”

d.  "Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit"

e. ‘the headstone"

f.  "For who hath despised the day of small things?"
g. "the two anointed ones"

What is the sixth vision?

What main lesson is taught by this vision?

What two sins does God specifically mention in this vision?

. How do both of these represent both parts of the

ten commandment law?




19.

20.

21,

22,

What is the seventh vision?

What does the woman represent?

What lesson is taught by the ephah being carried to Shinar?

What does "for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye" mean?

Explain the following:

a. "Behold the man"

b. Heis the Branch

¢.  "He shall grow up out of his place"

d.  "He shall build the Lord's temple"

e. He "shall bear the glory"

f. He "shall be both king and priest on his throne"

g. "And the counsel of peace shall be between them both"

Prove that Christ could not be priest on earth




Zechariah saw four chariots.

The mountains were of gold.

Zechariah understood what he saw.

These chariots are the four spirits (or winds).

The black horses went into the south country.

They are pictured as walking "to and fro" through the earth.

A crown of silver and gold was to be placed on Joshua's head.
Zechariah mentions the BRANCH in chapter 6.

The BRANCH would build the temple of God.

The BRANCH would be priest and king on his throne at the same time.
"They that are far off" refers to the Jews still in distant countries.

The four chariots in chapter six symbolizes God's protective providence.

Zechariah received his second message from God (after the visions) in the fourth year of
Darius' reign.

The seventh chapter deals with the questions of fasting.

The Jews asked about fasting in the seventh month.

God mentions the fasts of both the fifth and seventh months in his answer.

God told them that their fasting was not for him but for themselves.

Instead of fasting God told them that they should show judgment, mercy and compassion.
God named four different type people that they were not to oppress.

Their fathers had listened to the former prophets.

A heart as an adamant stone is a soft heart.

People can reach such a state that God will not hear them.

God is pictured as being jealous in chapter 8.

5



24, God said Jerusalem would be called a city of truth.

25. Chapter eight pictures a "remnant" of people being saved.

26 "And they shall be my people, and | will be their God" is quoted in 2 Corinthians 6:16.
27. God admonishes his people to be strong.

28. The statement "speak ye every man truth with his neighbor" is found in chapter 8.
29. God hates false oaths.

30. God names the fasts of four different months in chapter 8.

Bonus Question: If you get all parts correct you will receive five extra points. Be specific in your answer.
The angel promised Joshua a three-fold reward if he was righteous in his personal deportment and was
faithful in his discharge of priestly duties. Name the three parts of the reward.

a.
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EAST TENNESSEE SCHOOL OF PREACHING
Test No.% - Zechariah 1-5 May 29, 1997

Discussion Questions

1. About how many months after Haggai began his work did Zechariah begin to
5P prophesy? R Hreilho og /' /) /) M /!
2. What does Zechariah’s name mean? ,ZZ@ M Ww

Approximately how many men in the Old Testamen(t had this name? 2 ¢

Who was Zechariah’s father? W Grandfather?

Zechariah was both a __#ﬁ%jb and a M@J
Approximately how many times'is Zechariah quoted in the New Testament? _L/
Approximately how many times does Zechariah attribute his message to God? ﬁ
Zecharlah is dividegl into four sections. Name, them.

£‘ /?é’;éﬂ«m z:»»ea // /-4 )
o ;2 7% 2z
Proagedrenee a//ﬁfm/;z:w(y = It/

8. Zechariah 1:1-6 issues a call to repentance. Wl/t was the purpose of mentioning

N oy A

a
b
c.
d.

the former prophets? Zeaep Zhe Lo /[&7
jyﬁ 27 LsZore LT ths o /14t
9. What is the first vision? M & //»'7"‘/7

, etz Ll gt
How many horses? / ?ﬂ What lesson does the vision teach? f bty ST
anu)‘ﬁ’ /( M"—' )Mﬂw Mﬁ? ﬂ'&&%"ﬂéi

10. What is the second vision? bf Ar /ﬂ/ ALt &J / 2’ é‘?’ﬂf:ﬂﬁ 1) (B 3)
What do horns symbolize? fdaw\e&/w WWW A
lesson does the vision teach? &Ze,- M Y, ,,,l«/

ey~ M gt bRt e T

11. “What is the third vision? Zde. m,.:,ﬁ 220 a )

Why was the young man told not to measure Jerusalem, even though that was his

intention? W ,W ) AD s
What IESSODVIS taught by this vmon’

p WXWWW&)M MM%

/ZVW !
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12. What is Palestine called in chapter@ M ZMQ ’ L ! /
Why? Zdonersw Lod 409 Aie M mﬂfw o A, f—éw
Wiyt does "be silens” mean? £, /()7 /Afﬁa 20— L a cadl
At ppppet Rl 4

13. “What is the fourth vision? 94,&41 . %ﬁ&\ 'M») M
;”//—/ 2w y was Satan standing by’ O ,;, e %M %‘7’»«*’
/. A/MM’%»
14. hat was signified by the taking away of ]oshua s "fi Ithy garments?”
_j %W@J é&%mwfﬂff#
15. Who is "the BRANCH?" )

What does "the stone that I have laid before Joshua" signify?

What is meant by "I will remove

16. ,What is the fifth vmon" (e, , ooy rw
/’Kwﬁ"ﬁ’* 6t 4
is sngn?ed the fol owmg things in the v1$|on"
a. "The two olive trees" f/;&a-a-— WW' p

b. "O great mountain”

c. "thou shalt become a plai V4 4‘ 7 il WJ
d. "Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit" kﬂ‘ mﬁﬁ /{ b= —

@?@M/” U prner g 2ol 27 Ly Ol

e. "the headstone &z%é’ﬁé/’wf@
M ?m wz;-») / A/— 7%

f. "For who hath desplsed the day of small thi s"" Z&d) ﬁ»—«p&a W
31/”37 WM%’(%@:&/F’ , , 67-..»%

g. %the two anointed on _M/ i
17. What is the sixth vision? 5&/ M 5. )~ 4

What main lesson is taught by this Vlswn »%%4/ L /
Db Sopuipraewmin v wegced,
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18. What two sins does God specifically mention in this vision? Mq &WQ

“ v
Mwﬁ / ;) 3) . How do both of these represent both parts of the
W 7
ten commandment law?

”“‘%W fefelrd —h yms) Hempyeracl — )
19. What is the seventh vision? Zé@» mww :34@ ' ' 2=/ /

What does the woman represent? %zg&.&w ( z
What lesson is taught by the ephah elaz carried to Shinar? M 6@%/ /9 ‘/ﬂ‘*'*/i>

/
20. What does "for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye" mean?

Bonus Question: If you get all parts correct you will receive five extra points. Be specific
in your answer. The angel promised Joshua a three-fold reward if he was righteous in his
personal deportment and was faithful in his discharge of priestly duties. Name the three
parts of the reward.

_%wmj /gﬂ*ﬁnw Z'7
77

b. 722.%,@ ey Crriided
C. &Mj é) /M/ée @maf /%w %(1«7 ﬂ?@ﬂ /ﬁ? .
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20. What does "for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye" mean?

21. Explain the following:

f.

g.

"Behold the man"

He is the Branch

"He shall grow up out of his place”

"He shall build the Lord’s temple"

He "shall bear the glory"

He "shall be both king and priest on his throne"

"And the counsel of peace shall be between them both"

22. Prove that Christ could not be priest on earth

True or False

SRR R

1. Zechariah saw four chariots. { ’

2. The mountains were of gold. b I

3.  Zechariah understood what he saw.L " /—)"

4. These chariots are the four spirits (or winds). lo E

5.  The black horses went into the south country. L'i b

6. They are pictured as walking "to and fro" through the earth.(w' /7
7. A crown of silver and gold was to be placed on Joshua’s head. L [l
8.  Zechariah mentions the BRANCH in chapter 6. b |-



EAST TENNESSEE SCHOOL OF PREACHING
Test Number 6: Zechariah 6-14 June 27, 2002
True or False
I 1. Zechariah saw four chariots. bi /
L 2. The mountains were of gold. b /
_& 3. Zechariah understood what he saw. ,{ . L,L
__Z_ 4. These chariots are the four spirits (or winds). 6 Lb
_& 5. The black horses went into the south country. 63 é’
i 6. They are pictured as walking "to and fro" through the earth. é 7
1. A crown of silver and gold was to be placed on Joshua's head. é / / /
8. Zechariah mentions the BRANCH in chapter 6. &</ 7=
_,_/_ 9. The BRANCH would build the temple of God. é )P~
_110. The BRANCH would be priest and king on his throne at the same time. é / / 7

1. "They that are far off" refers to the Jews still in distant countries. é' %

13. Zechariah received his second message from God (after the visions) in the fourth year of
Darius' reign.~ 7,/

F
j:_12. The four chariots in chapter six symbolizes God's protective providence.
&
114. The seventh chapter deals with the questions of fasting.

_EJS. The Jews asked about fasting in thé seventh month. %7 S

_Z_16. God mentions the fasts of both the fifth and seventh months in his answer. 7 ;

LW. God told them that their fasting was not for him but for themselves. "7,' é

_1_18. Instead of fasting God told them that they should show judgment, mercy and compassion. 7 | ?
119. God named four different type people that they were not to oppress. 7 '/ Z

LQO. Their fathers had listened to the former prophets. 7// -/ 7~

12, T _&21. A heart as an adamant stone is a soft heart.

937 = 9 ; A D e | = A 7 e & Y =rZ ) = TR T
V{' s (/ ‘ "{' A/’} / 7 f;/ / )\z; p [ ;')\ 'L {/ n)“ %" a'l \c;?l:’ T / «; l/r" /
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7" 9. The BRANCH would build the temple of God. b2

“7 10. The BRANCH would be priest and king on his throne at the same time. L3
E 11.  "They that are far off" refers to the Jews still in distant countries. (—)l' / 5

7/ 12.  The four chariots in chapter six symbolizes God’s protective providence.

Bonus Question: If you get all parts correct you will receive five extra points. Be specific
in your answer. The angel promised Joshua a three-fold reward if he was righteous in his
personal deportment and was faithful in his discharge of priestly duties. Name the three
parts of the reward.

a. AL /”"fyﬂ 144;’/& f
b. e g M‘%/% / i d\
C. W/ZM(/ /Z; L%Z@ k—// v/




EAST TENNESSEE SCHOOL OF PREACHING AND MISSIONS

Test No. 5 - Zechariah 1-8 Instructor; James Meadows
June 6, 2006

Discussion Questions:
1. About how many months after Haggai began his work did Zechariah begin to

prophesy?

2. What does Zechariah's name mean?

Approximately how many men in the Old Testament had this name?

3. Who was Zechariah's father? Grandfather?

4,  Zechariah was both a and a

5. Approximately how many times is Zechariah quoted in the New Testament?

6.  Approximately how many times does Zechariah attribute his message to God?

7. Zechariah is divided into four sections. Name them.

a.

b.

C.

d.

8.  Zechariah 1:1-6 issues a call to repentance. What was the purpose of mentioning

the former prophets?

9.  Whatis the first vision?

How many horses? What lesson does the vision teach?




10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

What is the second vision?

What do horns symbolize?

What

lesson does the vision teach?

What is the third vision?

Why was the young man told not to measure Jerusalem, even though that was his

intention?

What lesson is taught by this vision?

What is Palestine called in chapter three?

Why?

What does "be silent" mean?

What is the fourth vision?

Why was Satan standing by?

What was signified by the taking away of Joshua's "filthy garments?"

Who is "the BRANCH?"

What does "the stone that | have laid before Joshua" signify?

the iniquity in one day?"

What is meant by | will remove




16.

17.

18.

What is the fifth vision?

What is signified by the following things in the vision?

a. "The two olive trees"

b. "O great mountain"

¢. "thou shalt become a plain”

d.  "Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit'

e. "the headstone"

f.  "For who hath despised the day of small things?"
g. "the two anointed ones"

What is the sixth vision?

What main lesson is taught by this vision?

What two sins does God specifically mention in this vision?

. How do both of these represent both parts of the

ten commandment law?




19.

20.

21.

22.

What is the seventh vision?

What does the woman represent?

What lesson is taught by the ephah being carried to Shinar?

What does "for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye" mean?

Explain the following:

a. "Behold the man"

b. Heis the Branch

c. "He shall grow up out of his place"

d. "He shall build the Lord's temple"

e. He "shall bear the glory"

f.  He "shall be both king and priest on his throne"

g. "And the counsel of peace shall be between them both”

Prove that Christ could not be priest on earth




10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Zechariah saw four chariofs.

The mountains were of gold.

Zechariah understood what he saw.

These chariots are the four spirits (or winds).

The black horses went into the south country.

They are pictured as walking "to and fro" through the earth.

A crown of silver and gold was to be placed on Joshua's head.
Zechariah mentions the BRANCH in chapter 6.

The BRANCH would build the temple of God.

The BRANCH would be priest and king on his throne at the same time.
"They that are far off" refers to the Jews still in distant countries.

The four chariots in chapter six symbolizes God's protective providence.

Zechariah received his second message from God (after the visions) in the fourth year of
Darius' reign.

The seventh chapter deals with the questions of fasting.

The Jews asked about fasting in the seventh month.

God mentions the fasts of both the fifth and seventh months in his answer.

God told them that their fasting was not for him but for themselves.

Instead of fasting God told them that they should show judgment, mercy and compassion.
God named four different type people that they were not to oppress.

Their fathers had listened to the former prophets.

A heart as an adamant stone is a soft heart.

People can reach such a state that God will not hear them.

God is pictured as being jealous in chapter 8.

5



24, God said Jerusalem would be called a city of truth.

25. Chapter eight pictures a "remnant" of people being saved.

26. "And they shall be my people, and | will be their God" is quoted in 2 Corinthians 6:16.
27. God admonishes his people to be strong.

28. The statement "speak ye every man truth with his neighbor" is found in chapter 8.
29. God hates false oaths.

30. God names the fasts of four different months in chapter 8.

Bonus Question: If you get all parts correct you will receive five extra points. Be specific in your answer.
The angel promised Joshua a three-fold reward if he was righteous in his personal deportment and was
faithful in his discharge of priestly duties. Name the three parts of the reward.

a.
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Zechariah

Test No. 4 — Zechariah 9-14 Instructor: James Meadows

June 15, 2004
True or False
l L. The first part of chapter 9 begins with a “burden” against the heathen nations. 9 /7/
2. Tyrus was a sea-coast town when Alexander the Great destroyed it.
3. Chapter 9 mentions a bastard or mongrel nation ruling over Ashdod. ’7;'\ , ,3
4 Chapter 9 told them to rejoice because “behold, thy priest cometh unto thee.” o
5. The king is pictured as being just, a saviour and lowly. ’ 7
., 6. The king is pictured as having dominion over Palestine only. ’ /e
R Judah and Ephraim are pictured as a bow and arrow. 7 , (4.7 w
.8 The goodness and beauty of God are pictured in chapter 9. /\
0. The idols they worshipped literally spoke vanity. L7
_ 1o The diviners are pictured as comforting in vain. /7 . v
11 The “nail” mentioned in chapter ten suggests security, permanency, solidarity., h fe

12. Judah, Joseph, Ephraim, Egypt, Assyria and Lebanon are all mentioned in chapter ,
10. / d I; N P 4;,

13. The cedars of Lebanon suggest strength or that which is at the top. //

? 14. Joshua was told to feed the flock of God. / ?

~11s. Judah, Joseph, Ephraim, Egypt, Assyria, and Lebanon are all mentioned in
chapter 10.

[ 1e. The scribes, Pharisees, and Sadducees are probably pictured in chapter 11.

/C 17. The stave called Beauty meant unity or binders. / /i / 2



/ 34,
j 35.
~ 36,

God is pictured as cutting off four shepherds in one month. A e

The covenant that God broke in 11:10 is the one he made with Abraham.

The price paid for the shepherd and his work was thirty pieces of silver./y, Vs
Thirty pieces of silver was about the price paid for a common slave.

The potters’ field was a field where the very rich were buried.

A foolish shepherd is pictured in chapter 11. /// o fé/

Man does have a spirit in his body and God formed it. /i, ‘,'/

“In that day” is mentioned at least six times in chapter 12.

“And I will pour upon the house of David” probably pictured the coming of the
Holy Spirit on Pentecost. /& '/ p

[«

Zechariah 12:10 regarding those looking on the pierced one was fulfilled when
Christ hung on the cross.

Zechariah pictures a fountain being opened for sin and uncleanness. [/

The prophets and unclean spirits are pictured as being cut off. / g

The fathers and mothers of some prophets are pictured as rejoicing in their lies. LR

“Smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall follow.” . =/

Zechariah 13:7 (“smite the shepherd,” etc.) is quoted in the New Testament. / 7

Zechariah 14 pictures the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70.

The Lord will stand on Mt. Olives in the next few years.

People are pictured as fleeing to the mountains in the final judgment.

Matthew 23 gives a good description of the destruction of Jerusalem.
Zechariah 14 pictured “living waters” as going forth out of Jerusalem. / /7/' e
Zechariah 14 speaks of the time when there would be one Lord. / éf ; 7

All nations are pictured as going up to literal Jerusalem to worship.

s

[

T
/

4



Name and define at least three sources of false guidance (we noted them in class).

a.
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Test No. 3 - Zechariah 1-5

Discussion Questions

1.

10.

About how many months after Haggai began his work did Zechariah begin to

prophesy?

May 27, 2004

What does Zechariah's name mean?

Approximately how many men in the Old Testament had this name?

Who was Zechariah's father? Grandfather?

Zechariah was both a and a

Approximately how many times is Zechariah quoted in the New Testament?

Approximately how many times does Zechariah atfribute his message to God?

Zechariah is divided into four sections. Name them.

a.

b.

C.

d.

Zechariah 1:1-6 issues a call to repentance. What was the purpose of mentioning

the former prophets?

What is the first vision?

How many horses? What lesson does the vision teach?

What is the second vision?

What do horns symbolize? What

lesson does the vision teach?




11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

What is the third vision?

Why was the young man told not to measure Jerusalem, even though that was his

intention?

What lesson is taught by this vision?

What is Palestine called in chapter two?

Why?

What does "be silent" mean?

What is the fourth vision?

Why was Satan standing by?

What was signified by the taking away of Joshua's "filthy garments?"

Who is "the BRANCH?"

What does "the stone that | have laid before Joshua" signify?

the iniquity in one day?"

What is meant by "l will remove

What is the fifth vision?

What is signified by the following things in the vision?

a.

"The two olive trees"




17.

18.

19.

b. "O great mountain

¢. "thou shalt become a plain”

d.  "Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit'

e. "the headstone"

f.  “For who hath despised the day of small things?"

g. ‘"the two anointed ones'

What is the sixth vision?

What main lesson is taught by this vision?

What two sins does God specifically mention in this vision?

. How do both of these represent both parts of the

ten commandment law?

What is the seventh vision?

What does the woman represent?

What lesson is taught by the ephah being carried to Shinar?




4

20.  What does "for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye" mean?

Bonus Question: If you get all parts correct you will receive five extra points. Be specific in your answer.
The angel promised Joshua a three-fold reward if he was righteous in his personal deportment and was
faithful in his discharge of priestly duties. Name the three parts of the reward.




EAST TENNESSEE SCHOOL OF PREACHING
Test No. 5 - Zechariah 1% June 5, 2001
Discussion Questions
1. About how many months after Haggai began his work did Zechariah begin to

prophesy?

2. What does Zechariah’s name mean?

Approximately how many men in the Old Testament had this name?

3. Who was Zechariah’s father? Grandfather?

4. Zechariah was both a and a

5. Approximately how many times is Zechariah quoted in the New Testament?
6. Approximately how many times does Zechariah attribute his message to God?
7. 7Zechariah is divided into four sections. Name them.

d.

b.

c.

d.

8. 7Zechariah 1:1-6 issues a call to repentance. What was the purpose of mentioning

the former prophets?

9. What is the first vision?

How many horses? What lesson does the vision teach?

10. What is the second vision?

What do horns symbolize? What

lesson does the vision teach?




11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

What is the third vision?

Why was the young man told not to measure Jerusalem, even though that was his

intention?

What lesson is taught by this vision?

What is Palestine called in chapter three?

Why?

What does "be silent" mean?

What is the fourth vision?

Why was Satan standing by?

What was signified by the taking away of Joshua’s "filthy garments?”

Who is "the BRANCH?"

What does "the stone that | have laid before Joshua" signify?

What is meant by "l will remove

the iniquity in one day?"

What is the fifth vision?

What is signified by the following things in the vision?

a. "The two olive trees"




17.

18.

19.

b. "O great mountain"

c. "thou shalt become a plain"

d. "Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit"

e. "the headstone"

f.  "For who hath despised the day of small things?"

g. "the two anointed ones"

What is the sixth vision?

What main lesson is taught by this vision?

What two sins does God specifically mention in this vision?

. How do both of these represent both parts of the

ten commandment law?

What is the seventh vision?

What does the woman represent?

What lesson is taught by the ephah being carried to Shinar?
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Test No. 9: Nehemiah 8-13 July 2, 1998

General Questions - Explain the Following or Fill in Blank

1. What does it mean to hear with understanding?

2.  Explain the "people were attentive."

3.  What did the people do when Ezra opened the book?

4,  What does they lifted "up their hands" and "bowed their heads" suggest?

5.  "Caused the people to understand the law."

6.  "Read in the book of the law distinctly."

7.  "Gave the sense.”
8.  "Caused them to understand the reading."
9.  How many times is understanding mentioned? How many times -

is "holy day" mentioned in Ezra 8?

10. What is the feast of tabernacles?

In what month was it celebrated?

11. Explain "for since the day of Joshua...had not the children of Israel done so."




12.

When did Seventh Day Adventists say the sabbath was given?

Prove this to be false.

13.  What characteristic of the Spirit is mentioned in Nehemiah 9?

14. What does it mean Israel "entered into an oath" with God?

15. What is David called in Nehemiah 12:36?

They praised God "with the musical

instruments of David." Explain:

16. What two races of people (according to the book of Moses) were not to come into
the congregation of Israel?

17. What did Elisashib do for Tobiah?

18. Why had the Levites fled to the fields to do manual work?

19. How were some profaning the sabbath day?

20. Explain "and their children spake half in the speech of Ashdod.”

21. Who made Solomon to sin in his later years?

True or False

1.  Nehemiah was the Tirshatha.



2.  Emra stood by himself on the platform.
3.  The people lifted up their hands and bowed their heads.

4.  They found written in the law that Israel should dwell in booths in the feast
of the eighth month.

5.  The words "made" and "create" are sometimes used interchangeably.
God made the Sabbath known at the creation.

At least five characteristics of God are named in chapter 9.

8. God spoke by the Holy Spirit through the prophets.

9.  Israel was commanded to bring the firstfruits unto God.

10.  Eliashib was a faithful priest.

11. Nehemiah gave command that the gates of the city be shut.

Match the Following:

1. Emra a. The people stood

2. Opened the book b. Gracious and merciful
3. Joy c. In the cities of Judah
4. Joshua d. Had a chamber in the temple
5. ELighth day e. "Of the Lord is your strength"
6 Fourth part of a day f. Waxed not old

7. Clothes g. The son of Nun

8. Gaod h. Read in the book of the law
9. Priests & Levites i. A solemn assembly

10. Tobiah j. The scribe



EAST TENNESSEE SCHOOL OF PREACHING
Test No. 8: Nehemiah 1-6 June 30, 1998

Match the Following:

1. 444 B.C. a. Stayed in Jerusalem till this time.
2, 432B.C b. Covers a period of 12 to 15 years.
____ 3. 4308B.C. C. Zerabbabel led first group back.
4. Nehemiah d. Completed the walls.

__ 5. 536B.C e. Last of the historical books.

____ 6. 458B.C. f. Key word in Nehemiah.

7 52 days g. Son of Hachaliah.

8. Restoration h. Nehemiah’s first journey to Jerusalem.
___ 9. Nehemiah i. Ezra comes to Jerusalem.

___10. Nehemiah j. Date of writing of Nehemiah.

General Questions - Explain:

1. Why should all preachers, elders and leaders read Nehemiah often?

2. How did Nehemiah learn about the conditions at Jerusalem?

3. What is a Persian word for the "king’s forest"?

Name one place the word is found in the N.T.

4. Clayton Winters lists four reasons why they were able to accomplish the work in
such a short time. Name them.

d.

b.




14.

13.

15.

Nehemiah confessed the sins of the children of Israel.

Moses is mentioned in Nehemiah 1.

Nehemiah brought the king’s daily meals unto him.

It was dangerous to go before the king with a sad countenance.
The queen is mentioned in Nehemiah 2.

Nehemiah inspected the city at night by himself.

Nehemiah told the people, "Come, and let us build the temple."
Nehemiah and the Jews were accused of treason.

A fox is mentioned in Nehemiah.

They worked with one hand and had a weapon in the other.

Nehemiah and the workers never did put their clothes off while building the
wall.

No fear of God caused the Jews to mistreat their brethren.

Nehemiah perceived that God had not sent Shemaiah to try to get him to
go into the temple.

Nehemiah begged God to hear his prayer.

Bonus Question (worth three extra points). What one act did Nehemiah do that others
before him had not done?




The Plains of Ono. ... pavid R. Pharr

Principle is the principal thing.

Nehemiah’s mission to rebuild
the walls of Jerusalem stood on
principles of faithfulness to God and
separation from the peoples of the land.
Israel was to be a distinctive people and
it was necessary that Jerusalem be a
strictly Jewish city in order to maintain
their identity as the people of God. A
decade earlier, when Zerubbabel began
the restoration of the temple, he refused
the participation of outsiders. Both of
these great leaders rejected the
fellowship of Samantans, Moabites,
Arabians, and Ashdodites. It might
have seemed that their aid would have
been helpful and that the Jews ought to
have been more tolerant. The
Samaritans had even argued that they
shared faith in the same God (Ezra 4:2).
But Zerubbabel and Nehemiah knew
there could be no fellowship with their
adversaries.

The principle of separation and
distinctiveness applies to the church.

> Old Testament work on the city
+ temple is an illustration of the
mission of the church, the Lord’s
spiritual building (Eph. 2:19ff). This is
the principle of sanctification, which is
separation from the errors of the world
on the basis of the truth (John 17:17).
Loyalty to truth and
righteousness demands.: “Come out
from among them, and be ye separate”
(II Cor. 6:17). Separation applies not
only to issues of idolatry and morality,
but also to issues of doctrine. “If there
come any unto you and bring not this
doctrine {doctrine of Christ, the truth]
receive himnot into your house, neither
bid him God speed . . .” (Il John 9-11).
Itis as certainly essential for the church
to keep itself separate and distinctive as
1t was for the Jews with Nehemiah to

What a great publication that we enjoy.
Thanks for having us on your mailing list. .
I especially enjoyed the article on
“tasphemy Against the Holy Spirit”
.ana).

draw the line between themselves and
their neighbors.

Sanballot, Tobiah and their
confederates had no love for the Jews
(Neh. 2:10). They opposed
Nehemiah’s work by ridicule (Neh.
2:19; 4:1-3), threats (Neh. 4:7-11),
slander (Neh. 6:6-8), and intimidation
(Neh.6:10-14), We are looking
especially, however, at a shift in the
adversaries’ tactics that could have
been even more dangerous. They sent
word to Nehemiah that they wanted a
conference. They said, “Come, let us
meet together in some one of the
villages in the plain of Ono” (Neh. 6:2).
Though insincere, they were calling for
a unity meeting. They wanted to
negotiate a compromise. With some
dialogue they might be able to overlook
their differences. But Nehemiah
answered, “‘T am doing a great work, so
that I cannot come down” (Neh.6:3).
There would be no compromise on the
plain of Ono.

In teaching the truth, we are
often involved in dialogue. Whether in
public debate or private discussion, it is
necessary for those who differ to
exchange their viewpoints. Our
weapons are not camnal (I Cor. 10:4).
Thus, even controversy can be
managed with charity. In all dialogue,
however, there must be an unwavering
commitment to gospel truth. The
doctrine of Christ is not negotiable.
Scriptural worship cannot be bartered
for peace. The plan of salvation is
fixed; it is not on the bargaining table.
No truce can be brokered between right
and wrong.

There must be no compromise,
“no, not for an hour” (Gal. 2:5).
Whether we are dealing with
denominationalism or brethren teaching
error, there can be but one position.
The truth will not be surrendered and
the only remedy for error is repentance.

We continue to hear of
brethren who are meeting on a modern
“plain of Ono” to compromise the truth
and to minimize the distinctiveness of
Christ’s church. Some so-called unity

CAROLINA MESSENGER Page 8

meetings have emphasized
charitableness and acceptance
seemingly without due regard for truth.
A prominent preacher goes as a guest
preacher for the Baptists and instead of
correcting their error, he endorses them
and parrots their doctrine by saying that
all one must do to be saved is simply to
believe. Men who ought to be holding
up the arms of sound brethren are
instead locking arms and sharing
prayers with the false doctrines of
Promise Keepers. Others affiliate with
evangelistic outreaches which ignore
Bible requirements for salvation, and
then defend it by saying all involved
have many things in common. What
once was upheld as God’s truth is now
being excused as merely the “traditions
of our fellowship.” Denominations
once knew that on points of vital truth
we would strike no quarter. Now, in
some places, they are finding some of
our folks who will fellowship most any
doctrine.

Our own experiences and the
story of history are that while churches
of Christ have been ridiculed,
threatened, debated and slandered, still
truth has prevailed. What the enemies
could not win in battle, however, they
may be gaining through compromise.
Let us resist the flattery of the world’s
overtures, and let us stand on the solid
ground of the Book. We are involved in
a great work. There must be no
compromise on the plain of Ono.

- Think, continued from p. 3

Only 19% of those surveyed disagreed
with that statement. This means three-
fourths of those surveyed believed that
students should be exposed to the
concept of intelligent design along with
evolution (April 2006).

(Think is a new 30-page full-color
publication by Focus Press, edited by Jim
Palmer and Brad Harrub. Subscriptions are
$24, less with group rates. The magazine
focuses on contemporary concerns In
science, culture, family, etc. 392 Harding
Pl., Suite 220, Nashville, TN 37211.
<focuspress.org).

May 2008
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I

HI.

Nehemiah

INTRODUCTION

Date of Composition

A.

The authorship for Nchemiah's first journey to Jerusaiem is
dated.as_the_twentieth_year of Artaxerxes-(Neh~2:1),.which
is_estimated o be in the year 444 B.C,

The duration of his stay in Jerusalem was some twelve or
thirteen years, being the 32nd year of Artaxerxes (13:6),
which.is.eslimated lo be jn 432 B.C.

He went back to Persia for an unspecified period of time,
after which he returned to Jerusalem and was involved in
additional reforms (13:61f.).
The.composition.of Nehemiah would [ollow. the above
gvents; hus il is dated near 430 B.C..

The period of time covered in Nehemial is twelve to [iftecn
years.

Movemenls in the Restoration

A.

B.
C.
D

The first return of the people under Zerubbabel, Ezra
Chapters 1 and 2 (536 B.C.)

The coming of Ezra, Ezra Chapters 7 through 10 (458 B.C.)
The {irst coming of Nchemial, Nehemiah 2:1 (444 B.C.)
The {inal coming of Nehemiah some twelve to [ourlcen
years later, after 432 B.C., (Nch. 13:6).

The purpose of Nehemiah®

A.

General

1. To rebuild the walls of Jerusalem

2. To establish civil authority under himsell as
gOVCIROT

3. More civil and secular than the work of Ezra, cach

of which complemented the other

The work of Zerubbabel, Ezra, Haggai, Zechariah, and

M. F. Unger, Introductory Guide to the Qld Testament, pp. 4031
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I

Nehemiah were key individuals within the nation through
whom God worked to restore the people in the land as He
had promiscd them through their prophets.

Authorship

A. Iy the Hebrew Canon,.Ezra.and Nehemiah.are. one book.

B. Tradition has aiiribuied the Ezra parts and the Nehemiah
parts to the respective men.

C. These men were contemporaries and there is no good reason

(o reject the traditional opinion.

Developing Conditions in Palestine During the Exile (while they were
in captivity)

A. The destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple left Little of
value regarding people or resources.

B. Many of the Jews in the final days of Judah fled to Egypl.

C. The Edomites, Moabites, and Ammonites had pushed into
the territory once occupied by Judah.

D. These inlermarried with those remaining.

E. The Samarilans, occupants of the former northern kingdom,
had migrated southward, taking as much land as possible.

F. It was against such a population that Zerubbabel, Ezra,

Haggai, Zechariah, and Nehemiah had to contend.
OUTLINE OF NEHEMIAH

Nehemiah Restores the City Walls of Jerusalem (1:1-7:73a).

A. He learns of the distressful conditions in Jerusalem; he prays
(1:1-11a).
1. He hears of the distress (1:1-4)
2. He prays (1:5-11a)

B. - He requesls permission to go to Jerusalem (1:11b-2:8)

C. He arrives in Jerusalem and secretly inspects the walls (2:9-
16).

D. He motivates the people to build, and encounters opposition
from Sanballat and Tobiah (2:17-20).

E. The rebuilding of the walls (3:1-6:19)
1. The workers and the walls on which they worked

listed (3:1-32)
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2.

The opposition faced while building the walls (4:1-

23)

a. The scorn of Sanballat and Tobiah was met
with prayer and work (4:1-0).

b. The force of Sanballat, Tobiah, the
Ammoniles, and the Ashdodiles cause
discouragement (4:7-23).

2N

1)
@

€)
@

Nehemiah calls their bluff.
Motivates and encourages the
people

Manifests great faith—"Our God
will fight for us."

Organizes and arms the workers

c. Internal greed and covetousiess (5:1-19)

ey
@

The covetousness of the people
rebuked (5:1-13).

Nehcemiah, as governor, scts the
example of sacrifice and motivales
the people to liberalily and
fairness (5:14-19).

d. Continued difficultics {rom Sanballat and
Tobiah (6:1-19)

ey

)
@)

4)

Plot to get him to mect them away
from home (6:1-4)

Charge him with scdition (6:5-9)
Try to create fear in him by
motivating {alsc prophelts to spcak
to him (6:10-14)

Jewish correspondence with
Tobiah also fails, and the walls
are completed (6:15-19).

F. Provisions are made for the defense of the city (7:1-4).

G. The census of the returning exiles recorded (7:5-73a)

The people in general (7:5-38)

The priests (7:39-42)

The Levites (7:43-45)

The Nethinim (7:46-62)

Pricsts without genealogical records were disqual-

1.

ARl

o

ified (7:63-65).

The total of the returning exiles (7:66-69)
The gifts for the work described (7:70-73a)

IL Restoration Is Assisted by Ezra (7:73b--12:47).
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A. The Law read and explained (7:73b-8:12)
B. The Feast of Tabernacles celebrated (8:13-18)
C. The covenant renewed (9:1-10:27)
1. Public confession brings scparation from forcigners
(9:1-3).
2. Praise and confession is followed by a historical
survey of God's dealings with the Nation (9:4-37).
a. Praise and confession (9:4-6) '
b. The origin of the Nation (9:7-8)
c. The Egyptian sojourn and exodus (9:9-11)
d. The wilderness wanderings (9:12-21)
€. The conquest of Canaan (9:22-25)
f. Sin brought about cxile and servitude
(9:26-37).
3. The Icaders of the people sign their names in
devotion to the Covenant (9:38-10:27).
D. Fruits’of the restoration (renewed covenant) (10:28-39)
1. Purity of the marriage rite (10:28-30)
2. Observance of the Sabbath (10:31)
3. Support of the worship at the Temple (10:32-36)
4 The Priesthood sustained by proper contributions
(10:37-39)
S. Jerusalem is repopulated (11:1-35).
a. The leaders of the people plus one-lenth of
the remaining population are specified
(11:1-2).
b. Certain from Judah, Benjamin, the Priests
and Levites (11:3-19)
c. Those dwelling in other cities (11:20-35)
E. The names of the faithful priests and Leviles returning from
exile (12:1-26)
F. The walls are dedicaled (12:27-43).
G. Provision for Temple personnel is made (12:44-47).
Nehemiah's Second Visit Demands Additional Efforts at Restoration
(13:1-31)
A. The Book of Moses demands separation from the heathen in

Mo O

marriage (13:1-3, 23-29).

The Temple is cleansed by casting out Tobiah (13:4-9).
Levitical support restored (13:10-14)

The Sabbath observance is restored (13:15-22).
Summary statement (13:30-31)
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I1.

[II.

V.

VL

1. Negative: Cleansced from foreign influence

2. Positive: Established true duties and support of the
priesthood

3. Desire: "Remember me, O my God, for good."

CONCLUDING LESSONS

Whatever the faithful say, "Let us arisc and build," the encmy always
says "Let us arise and oppose."™*

A. "There is no triumph without trouble."

B. "There is no victory without vigilance."

C. "There is a cross in the way lo every crown that is worth
wearing."

Baxter correctly describes Nehemiah as a man of prayer, a man of
faith, a man of courage, and a man of action.”

It is possible to be honcst and devoted to God, and at the same time
be a successful business man. Nehemiah, Joseph, and Danicl all
affirm this maxim.

Leading the people of God will entail opposition from both within
and without.

A. Sanballat and Tobiah: Withoul
B. Covetous and greedy brethren who are willing for a few to
sacrifice for the good of all: Within

Self—sacrifice enabled Nehemiah to be an effective Jeader.

A. As governor, he refused to lake tribute.
B. He suslaincd many by his own funds.

Why will you be remembered? Why will Nchemiah? What was His
desire?

L

bid.

Baxter, Fxplore the Book, pp. 230-231.
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A. "Think upon me, my God, for good, according to all that I
have done for this people” (Neh. 5:19).
B. " Remember me, O my God, for good" (Neh. 13:31).

VIL The life of faith

Is sure of God

Acis with Him, and for Him
Declines all compromise
Trusts God

oow >

VI Fruils from the Captivity™

Purging of idolatry from the Nation

Synagogue originated

Collecting of sacred literature

Religion becomes personal and more spiritual.
The Law of Moses took on a grcaler appreciation.
Reunited the Nation

They were taught the purpose of God for them.

QEmEUOw>

WL L les  The leart of Hebrew History, pp. 256-257.
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