
 Early Old Testament History 1- Study Notes for Unit 5 Test 
 
 

 

Introduction:  Near the end of our last section we were introduced to Abram and his family who left Ur of 
the Chaldeans and settled in Haran.  God is about to call Abram as the beginning of the chosen nation 
through whom Messiah will eventually come. 
 
 

Notes on Genesis 12-15: 
 
12:1 - Leave your country - God calls Abram and begins to separate him out of his family and background. 
God will make Abram the father of the chosen Old Testament nation, Israel, through whom all nations will 
be redeemed. 
 
God did not call Abram because he was of a particular race or appearance, or for any other worldly 
reason, but because of Abram's heart of faith - Hebrews 11:8-10; Romans 4:9, 16-25; James 2:21-23. 
 
to the land I will show you - In verse 7 God promises to give this land to Abram's descendants. 
 
Here in Genesis 12:1-7 are three great promises of God to Abram.  All the rest of Bible history grows out 
of these three promises. 
 
1. The land promise - God would give Abram and his descendants the land of Canaan - 12:1, 7. 
 
2. The nation promise - God would make Abram the father of a great nation - 12:2.  The main fulfillment 

of this promise is in the nation of Israel, but God amplifies this promise in Genesis 17:4:  Abram will be 
the "father of many nations."  The Arabs, Edomites, and others also came from Abram.  Because of 
his faith, he is also the spiritual father of Christian believers in all nations - Romans 4:11. 

 
3. The blessing promise - All peoples on earth would be blessed through Abram - 12:3 (through his seed 

or descendant - Genesis 22:18).  This was fulfilled in Christ, descendant of Abram (Abraham), who 
was born of Abraham's nation but became the Savior of all nations - Matthew 1:1;  Galatians 3:8,16;  
Acts 3:25-26. 

 
12:4 - So Abram left - To leave a familiar home and go out into unfamiliar and dangerous territory, not 
even knowing exactly where God will lead, took great faith and trust in God - Hebrews 11:8.  Likewise God 
may require you or me to move into the unknown in order to fulfill his purposes for our lives. 
 
Through the years many of our Institute students have moved from distant homes to live and study in a 
city most people don't want to live in, not knowing how they would find jobs or where they would stay.  
Many people have exercised the same faith as they went into mission fields for Christ. 
 
12:5 - possessions...people - Abram was becoming somewhat wealthy.  A great household included many 
slaves as well as hired servants.  The family moved along living in tents and was like a mini-town. 
 
12:6 - great tree of Moreh - A famous landmark and possibly a recognized worship site for the Canaanite 
religions. 
 
12:7 - built an altar - Sacrificial worship to God characterized Abram's life - see Genesis 12:8; 13:18; 22:9. 
 It was appropriate and right to worship the God who was caring for Abram and his family and giving them 
an inheritance. 
 
12:8 - Bethel - North of Jerusalem.  Two generations later, Jacob will encounter God there as Jacob flees 
from Esau.  Jacob will dream of a stairway to heaven and will call the place Beth-El (God's house).  As 
Moses writes Abram’s story, he uses the name Jacob later gave the place, the name it was known by in 
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Moses' time. 
 
called on the name of the LORD - This expression is first found in Genesis 4:26. 
 
12:10 - Egypt - The annual overflow of the Nile River meant that there was almost always food grown in 
Egypt. 
 
12:11 - beautiful - Sarah was now 65 years old, but life spans were much longer then and this would be 
equivalent to perhaps 35 today.   
 
12:12 - they will kill me - Under that system, rulers and rich and powerful people took what they wanted, 
including other men's wives. 
 
12:13 - my sister - This was a half-truth, since Sarai was truly Abram's half-sister.  But it would be a lie, for 
it was meant to deceive the Egyptians into thinking Sarai was not Abram's wife.  Whatever is intended to 
mislead people is a lie. 
 
Abram was a great man of God who usually trusted God and did what was right.  But he lacked integrity in 
the way he handled this situation.  Abram should have trusted God to protect him rather than lying.  
Especially so after the promises he had received from God.  One of the evidences of the divine inspiration 
of scripture is that scripture tells the truth about heroes of the faith and does not hide their weaknesses. 
 
Let's remember Abram's experience today when God is guiding and caring for our own lives and we face 
situations that make us anxious. 
 
12:15 - taken into his palace - to become part of his harem. 
 
12:16 - treated Abram well - as a reward for allowing the king to have Abram's "sister" for a wife.  Abram 
became much richer in this way. 
 
12:17 - serious diseases - People who skip over God's moral boundaries often think they are getting away 
with it.  But everyone is accountable to God, God is not mocked, and it is an unchangeable law that we 
reap what we sow.  Breaking God's law always becomes costly in some way now, not to mention the 
eternal judgment. 
 
12:18 - What have you done to me by lying about Sarai?  Pharaoh had enquired spiritually and found out 
the cause of the diseases.  In spite of the evil brought on Sarai, Abram later resorted to the same lie in 
another situation.  Isaac, Abram's son, did the same thing regarding Rebekah, his wife. 
 
13:2 - very wealthy - Abram was a man much loved by God and is pointed out in scripture as an example 
of faith.  Obviously it is not wrong to be rich, in and of itself.  It is wrong to get wealth in sinful ways, or to 
serve wealth as a god and trust in it rather than in the living God. 
 
Not everyone can handle wealth without it becoming an idol to them.  Not everyone can own wealth 
without being owned and controlled by it.  Jesus said it is easier for a camel to go through a needle's eye 
than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven - Matthew 19:24.  If we can't handle wealth's 
temptations, it is an act of God's love when he keeps us from becoming rich. 
 
13:8 - we are brothers - The church needs to learn to say the same thing to each other and not weaken 
the work of the gospel by unnecessary quarreling and division.  When Christians or family members or 
couples or friends divide over conflict, the problem is not the conflict (everyone has those), but how we 
handle it.  People who want peace can usually find a way to have it.  We can keep unity if we all put the 
welfare of God's work, the family, and relationships above our own selfish desires. 
 



 

 3 

13:9 - Is not the whole land before you?  Although the whole land belonged to Abram, given to him by 
God, Abram was willing to let Lot take first choice.  Abram was willing to give up much to have peace.  
Love will do that.  Selfishness won't.  Sacrificial love is the answer for churches, marriages and other 
relationships.  A brother will sacrifice to keep peace with his brother.  Where people have matured in the 
spirit of Christ, division is much less of a problem. 
 
13:11 - Lot chose...plain of the Jordan, rich and well-watered, leaving the dry highlands for Abram.  Sodom 
and Gomorrah were already cesspools of moral wickedness (see verse 13), and Lot had to know this.  He 
chose on the basis of economics, not on the basis of what his family needed morally and spiritually.  
(Sometimes we approach job choices or political elections the same way.)  Lot already had enough, but in 
his greed to get more, he would eventually lose his wife and all but two children, and all his possessions.  
He would end up living in a cave and suffering moral disgrace. 
 
Today when we are attracted by a job or locality that promise more income, we need to weigh everything 
involved, not just the financial factors.  What kind of schools will my children go to?  Is the culture there 
wholesome or filthy?  What stresses will the job put on my marriage and my parenting?  Will there be a 
wholesome, live church where my family and I can grow and serve?  Where is it that God wants to use 
me? 
 
13:15 - All the land that you see - Just as Abram has showed Lot the land and offered him anything he 
wants, God now shows the land to Abram and gives it all to him.  Because Abram is willing to put peace 
and righteousness before gain, God assures him that he will have everything, even what he has seemed 
to give up.  God always gives us more than we sacrifice for him.  When we put God's kingdom and his 
righteousness first in our choices, God always adds the other things to us that we need - Matthew 6:33;  
Mark 10:28-30;  compare also Malachi 3:7-11;  Luke 6:38;  2 Corinthians 9:6-11. 
 
13:16 - like the dust - Abraham's descendants are later compared to the stars and to the sand on the 
seashore - 22:17. 
 
13:18 - Hebron - About 20 miles SSW of Jerusalem.  Later Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and their principal 
wives would all be buried there. 
 
altar - Abram continues to remember God as his source of life and wellbeing. 
 
14:12 - carried off...Lot and his possessions - Lot only thought he would be richer by moving to Sodom.  
Now the consequences of his choice begin to catch up with him. 
 
14:13 - allied with Abram - There was no territorial government, just small city-states and family bands like 
Abram's.  Abram and other groups like his made alliances for mutual protection. 
 
14:14 - 318 trained men - Abram was wealthy enough and powerful enough to have a small army of his 
own.  Notice that Abram is not a small man spiritually.  Although Lot has gotten in trouble as a result of his 
greedy choice, Abram still loves him and risks going to his rescue.  As Abram said before, "We are 
brothers."  A brother will rescue his brother. 
 
14:18 - Melchizedek - His name means "King of Righteousness" - Hebrews 7:2.   
 
Salem - Short form of Jerusalem.  Salem means peace.  So King of Salem means King of Peace - 
Hebrews 7:2. 
 
Melchizedek is used by the writer of Hebrews as a figure representing Christ.  The point is made that 
Christ, like Melchizedek, is a priest of a different order than that of the Levitical priests of Old Testament 
Israel.  In Hebrews 7:3, Melchizedek is described as "without father or mother, without genealogy, without 
beginning of days or end of life, like the Son of God he remains a priest forever."  The writer of Hebrews is 
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not saying that Melchizedek literally was not born and did not die, but that he just appears suddenly in the 
Genesis record without any explanation of his roots or his future history.  He is just there and his existence 
there does not depend on some genealogical connection, as did the authority of the Levitical priests. 
 
priest of God Most High - Although the Canaanites worshiped many lesser deities (idols), they also knew 
of a supreme God, God Most High.  Abram apparently equates that God with Yahweh, the God of Abram. 
We learn here that God had those among the nations who were serving him, although imperfectly. 
 
14:19 - blessed Abram - As a priest of God, Melchizedek was worthy to bless Abram and to receive gifts 
from Abram. 
 
14:20 - gave him a tenth - Tithing (giving of a tenth portion) to support God's leaders was well understood 
by these patriarchs long before Moses commanded tithing in his law, Leviticus 27:30, 32.  Jacob, after his 
dream of God at Bethel, made a covenant with God and promised to give God a tenth of all the prosperity 
God gave him - Genesis 28:10-22.  Although Christians are not under Old Testament law, and no specific 
law of a tithe is bound on Christians, we learn from the Old Testament the principle that God considers a 
tenth to be a reasonable portion that properly honors him without inflicting hardship on the giver.  The 
writer of these notes does not believe we can properly honor God if we give less than a tenth of our 
income (based on this insight into the mind of God). 
 
14:23 - I will accept nothing - Abram is wise in not becoming indebted to the king of Sodom.  This was the 
king of a wicked society and Abram did not want to owe him any favors.  There is also wisdom here for 
Christians.  It is not wrong to accept help when there are truly no strings attached, but don't become 
indebted in any way to people who might exert control over your life contrary to God's direction. 
 
15:1 - the LORD came to Abram - God never forgot Abram but constantly cared for his needs, 
communicating with him when Abram needed to hear something from God.  When you devote your life to 
God as Abram did, you don't have to be anxious. 
 
shield - Your strength and protector. 
 
15:2 - Eliezer - a principal servant in Abraham's household.  If there were no child to inherit, this servant 
would be next in line. 
 
15:4 - a son...from your own body - This was what Abram longed for, but it took a lot of believing because 
Sarah had been childless throughout their marriage and was now growing older. 
 
15:6 - Abram believed the LORD and he credited to him as righteousness.  Abram was accepted by God 
not because he was morally or legally perfect, but because he trusted God and believed his promise.  It is 
very important to God to have a relationship with us, and a relationship is based on high regard for each 
other and mutual trust. 
 
Paul quotes Genesis 15:6 in Romans 4:3; Galatians 3:6 as the precedent for justification by faith, not by 
perfection in obeying the law.  Justification by faith is the foundation of Paul's gospel.  Abram is an 
outstanding example of the faith by which we also must relate to God. 
 
Are you living like you believe God's promises are true?  Are you trustfully submitting to his word?  If so, 
God accepts you in spite of your human weakness and imperfections.  God justifies us (counts us 
righteous) because of our submissive faith, not because of our perfect record. 
 
In theology this is called "imputed righteousness," or "credited righteousness," not our actual 
righteousness which is so lacking, but Jesus' righteousness, the blood-bought righteousness, put to our 
account - see Romans 3:19-4:3,20-25.  When God looks at us he sees the righteousness of Christ, and 
he loves us, accepts us and delights in us. 
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15:7 - I am the LORD - the same God who called you to this land and has cared for you until now. 
 
15:8 - how can I know - Abram's faith was not perfect and he needed a sign.  Compare Gideon, Judges 
6:17, 36-40; 7:10-15.  God is merciful to our weakness.  As long as we are not rebellious, he gives us the 
extra help we need to believe. 
 
Bring me a heifer...goat...ram... - These are sacrifices to accompany a solemn oath and covenant.  God 
will promise in a way that Abram cannot doubt. 
 
15:10 - cut them in two - Solemn covenants were sometimes made by walking between the halves of the 
sacrificial animals. 
 
15:13 - Know for certain - God is making a solemn oath to Abram. 
 
four hundred years - God is using a round figure here.  The whole time in Egypt was 430 years - Exodus 
12:40.  Not all that time was spent in actual slavery. 
 
15:14 - punish - The Egyptians paid dearly under the plagues sent by God and in the destruction of the 
Egyptian army at the Red Sea. 
 
15:15 - great possessions - Before the Israelites left Egypt in the exodus, at God's command they each 
borrowed jewelry and valuables from their Egyptian neighbors.  This was God's way of repaying the 
Israelites for their suffering as slaves. 
 
15:16 - sin of the Amorites [Canaanites] has not yet reached its full measure.  When the Amorites became 
wicked enough, God would devote them to destruction and give their land to Abraham's descendants 
coming out of Egypt.  This is one of the scriptures which show that God withholds judgments until 
wickedness reaches a certain measure (compare Genesis 6:5-7; 18:20, 21; 19:13; Leviticus 18:24-28. 
 
15:17 - firepot...torch - Unmistakable symbols of God's real presence.  The sacrifice may have been 
consumed by God's fire as in other cases - Judges 6:21; 1 Kings 16:38. 
 
15:18 - covenant - A solemn promise and agreement.  God always relates to his people through 
covenants.  What promises to and from God are involved in the covenant we have with God through 
Christ? 
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