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THE HOME AS GOD WOULD HAVE IT
No. 4
Eph. 5: 25, 33; 6: 1-4--T Pet., 3: 1-7

INTRODUCTION,

1. There are three points or questions I wish to consider with you.

a.
b.
Co

What obligations do children have to their parents?

Why do fathers fail?

What obligations does a Christian companion have before a non-Christian
companion?

2. Let's consider:

BESCUSSION,
I. What obligations do children have to their parents? Eph. 6: 1-3; Col. 3: 20,

A.

II,

C.
D.
F.

H.
IO

'""Children,obey your parents in the Lord. . ."

1. '"Execute the commands of; be submissive to restrianint, control or command."

2. "For this is right." It is part of the moral structure of the universe ,
not mere convenience for parents.

3. "For this is well pleasing unto the Lord." Col. 3: 20.

"Honor thy father and mother; which is the first commandment with promise."

1. "That it may be well with thee."

2. "Thou mayest live long on the earth,"

Failure to teach children. Abraham taught. Gen. 18: 19; Deut. 6: 6, 7; II Tim.

3:.15; Prov. 22: 63 Eph. 6: 4.

Failure to discipline children. Eli I Sam. 3: 13.

1. 1,000 cases of Juvenile Delinquent studied in Chicago a few years ago showed
that in 977% of the cases mothers exercised no discipline and in 98% of the
cases fathers exercised none.

2. In April issue of PTA Magazine was comments by PTA Presidents regarding
formula parents using to train young of nation. (Copy--G. A. May 13.)

Partiality. 1Isaac and Rebekah. Gen. 25: 28. Jacob or Israel. Gen. 37: 3.

Inconsistency.

Improper example. I Kgs. 22: 51, 52,

Expecting children to act and think like adults.

1., Children think and act like children. c¢f. I Cor. 13: 11,

2.0 1 Corsa.lds 20,

Indifference,

Too Busy. I Sam. 8: 1-3.

Failure to let father be head of the house,
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NTHOU SHALT NI MAKE UNTO THRE ANY GRAVEN TiMAGEN

Exodus 20 :)=b=——

Introduction,

1. This commandment prohibits every species ofexternal idolatry. !

2+ The Second Cormmandment speaks of God as Spirit and this means "no images". It asserts
the spirituality of God and is a protest against idolatry and materialism.

3+ This commandment forbids the worship of the one God in the Wrong way. _

ve In most evaluations of the commandments this one would probably land at the bottom,
but "Tt is an interesting fact that Biblical writers mentioned it more than they men-
tioned any other commendment." (Blton Trueblood)

5. Let's consider:

Discussion:
I._WHAT IS IDOLATRY? ,
A. "The wo ship of a physical object as a god, esp; such worship of a made image; the
giving of absolute religious devotion and ultimate trust to something that is not
God; immoderate attachment or devoition to or veneration for something; respect
or love thal approaches that due a dviine power; an object of idolatry." (Webster)
B. "Idolatry originally ment the worship of idols, or the worship of false gods by
meens ofjdols, but came to mean among the OT Hebrews any worship of false gods,
whether by images or otherwise, and finally the worship of Jehovah through visible
symbols (Hose 8:5,6; 10:5) and ultinately in the NT idolatry came to mean, not
only the giving to any creature or human creation the honor or devotion which belong
to God alone, but the giving to any human desire a precedence over God's will (1
_ Cor, 10:1h; Gale. 5:20; Cols 3:5; 1 Pet. 4:3)." (Inter. SBE, pe 1449)
CPaul said covetousness is idolatry, Col. 3:5.
De. The Bible says to Christians: '
1. "neither be ye idolaters", 1 Core 10:7.
}‘ 2. "Flee idolatry", 1 Cor. 10:14.
3¢ "Keep yourselves from idols.!" 1 Jne 5:21.
IIT.THE SECOND COMMANDMENT SAYS:
Ae "Thou shalt not make graven images,n
1. This does not forbid photography and artistic paintings.
2+ The Roman&t Catholic Church uses images in worship but "they say the worshiper
ddes not indeed worship the images, but only worship in the présence of it, the
actual adoration going not to the icon but the Father above.! (Coffman) |
3¢ In fact "traditionally among Catholics vv, 1-6 are considered as only one
commandment, and v, 17 as two." (Footnot in Catholic Bible.)
Be This appears logical until we remember: "Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them,"
ls The command not only forbids making images, but forbids bowing to them,
2o In fact it is wrong to bow before men and angels in worship.
as Peter told Cornelius to-"stand up." Acts 10:26.
be The angel told John "See thou do it not." Rev. 22:9.
Ce "Thou shalt not serve them,"
TIT. SOME W XAMPLES OF VORSHIPPING IDOLS AND THE CONSEQUENGCES.
A. The children built a golden calf at 1it. Sinai. ExX. 32. Relate the consequences to

[ &2

Isracle ,
B. Jereboam built calves of gold and placed one in Bethel and the other in Dan. 1 Kgse
12 H 25"'33 ) »

1 This was the introduction of "easy relgiion" in Israel.
2, Resulted in the ruin of the people. 2 Kgs. 17:22,25
Ce The heathen world corrupted the image of God and the consequences were terrible,
Rome 1:21-32,
) D. Another consequence is thab man becormes Like that #he worships,
' 1. Psa. 135:15-18,
2e If one gets a false conception of God through his idol then it produces false
character. "For example, when one thinks of God as a being from whom a man can
hide, as did Adem; or as a being who is wicked and unjust, as did thewmsloth-



servant; or as a God who can be bribed, as did the wife of Jeroboam; in any such
case, the sinner breaks the second co:mu—mdnent by entertaining an unworthy mental
:unag,e of God's character." (Coffman)
IV. SOME IDOLS, THAT MEN HAVE TODAY OR WAYS OF BREAKING THE SECOND COMMANDLIN
A. Trying to worship God through a priest. When su.ch is dowe the priest becomes the
man's image, becawse he imagines he is getlting to know God through the priest,
and thus his conception of God suffers. '
Be Another -danger is that of ritual. :
l. The supposition that the surroundings are supposed to create the conditions of
true worship.
2. Some people say that they can worship so much better in certain buildings.
3. Some people make idols out of instruments of music because it helps them to wor-
ship better,
Le A truly spiritual worshipper needs an image to help him worship just as much as
a man with perfecty eyesight needs a pair of glasses., ;
C. Another danger is m on)un_uﬂ\mg God is like an image. Acts 17:29; Jdn. 4:24.
D, Another is the idol of Mossessions, getting ahead, etc. '

a
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THE ATTITUDE OF A CHRISTIAN IN THE MIDST OF A RACE CRISIS
{7%»%7763»uﬂa;ﬁzfzb¢%v‘5l&b~)f&79eahounﬁ

A CHRISTIAN CANNOT SCRIPTUALLY BE A PROSEGRATIONIST > NOR AN ANTISEGREGATION=-

15T, /'THE APOSTLE PAUL LIVED IN A DAY WHEN SLAVERY AS AN INSTITUTION, OR WAY OF
ECCNOMIC LIFE, HAD GOVERNMENTAL SANCTION: BUT HE DID NOT EXPRESS AN ATTITUDE OF
PROSLAVERY NOR OF ANTISLAVERY IN ANY OF HIS INSPIRED WRITINGS.

PAUL DID GIVE INSTRUCTIONS WHICH, IF FOLLOWED, WOULD MAKE THE INSTITUTION
OF SLAVERY OF NO RFAL CONSEQUENCE FOR EITHER THE MASTER OR THE SLAVE. IN HIS
EPISTLES TO THE EPHESTANS AND COLOSSIANS, ESPECTALLY, PAUL DEALT WITH THE VAR-
I0US RELATIONSHIPS THAT PERSONS SUSTAIN WITH EACH OTHER.

BEGINNING WITH THE SUBORDINATES, THE WIVES, PAUL INSTRUCTED: "WIVES,

BE, IN SUBJECTION UNTO YOUR OWN HUSBANDS, AS UNTO THE LORD:" BUT HE IMMEDIATELY
MOVED TO THE ASCENDANTS, THE HUSBANDS, AND INSTRUCTED: "HUSBANDS, LOVE YOUR
WIVES, EVEN AS CHRIST ALSO LOVED THE CHURCH AND CAVE HIMSELF UP FOR IT." (Eph.
5:22-25) WHEN WIVES AND HUSBANDS FOLLOW PAUL'S INSTRUCTIONS, THERE CAN BE NO
INBALANCE, INQUSTICE, OR REAL INEQUALITY OR DISPARITY.

NEXT PAUL MOVED TO ANOTHER CLASS OF SUBORDINATES, THI: GHILDREN, ANDHE Ii-
STRUCTED 2 "CHILDREN, OBEY YOUR PARENTS IN THE LORD: FOR THIS IS RIGHT:" BUT HR
AGATN TMMEDIATELY MOVED TO THE ASCENDANTS, THE FATHERS, AND INSTRUCTED: "YR
FATHERS, PROVOKE NOT YOUR CHILDREN UNTO WRATH: BUT NURTURE THEM IN THE CHASTEN-
ING AND ADMONITION OF THE LORD." (BPH. 6:1-4) AS WITH WIVES AND HUSBANDS, WHEN
CHILDREN AND FATHERS FOLLOW PAUL'S INSTRUCTIONS, THERE CAN LIKEWISE BE NO Ti-
BALANCE, INJUSTICE, OR REAL INEQUALITY OR DISPARITY.

PAUL THEN MOVED TO A THIRD CLASS OF SUBORDINATES, THE SERVANTS, AND HE TN~
STRUCTED: "SERVANTS, BE OBEDIENT UNTO THEM THAT ACCORDING TO THE FLESH ARE YOUR
MASTERS, WITH FEAR AND TREMBLING, IN STNGLENESS OF YOUR HEART:" BUT A THIRD TTME

HE TMMEDIATELY MOVED TO THE ASCENDANTS » THE MASTERS, AND HE INSTRUCTED: .

300

"MASTERS, DO THE SAME UNTO THEM (I.E. OBSERVE THE SAME PRINCIPLES THAT THE SERVANTS

ARE BENJOINED TO OBSERVE), AND FORBEAR THREATENING: KNOWING THAT HE WHO IS BOTH

THEIR MASTER AND YOURS IB IN HEAVEN » AND THERE IS NO RESPECT OF PERSONS WITH HIli."

(ephe 6:5-9)
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NOW, AS WAS THE CASE OF WIVES AND HUSBANDS AND THE CASE OF CHILDREN AND PARENTS,
WHEN SERVANTS AND MASTERS_FOLLOW PAUL'S INSTRUCTIONS, THERE CAN BE LIKEWISE NO
IMBALANCE, INJUSTICE, OR REAL INEQUALITY OR DISPARITY.

PAUL'S LETTER TO PHILEMON REGARDING ONESIMUS - PHILEMON'S RUN - AWAY SLAVE,
AND HOW THAT HE TjV‘JAS CAUSING ONESIMUS TO RETURN TO PH}ILEMON - JLLUSTRATES A DEIL-
TCATE APPLICATION OF THE PRINCIPLE THAT PAUL TAUGHT IN BOTH THE EP}[ESIAN AND
COLOSSIAN EPISTLES, THE DELICATE APPLICATION THAT PAUL MADE OF THE PRINCIPLE
TA A FINE POINT THAT IS WORTHY OF CONSIDERABIE INVESTIMTIbDT.

THE PRINCIPI_E TNVOLVED IN EACH OF THE CASES CITED T8 HUMILITY. JESUS
SET THE EXAMPLE: VWHE HUMBLED HIMSELF, BECOMING OBEDIENT EVEN UNTO DEATH 5
YEA, THE DEATH OF THE CROSS," AND FOR THIS "GOD HIGHLY EXALTED HIM," (PHIL.
238,9) AS WAS THE CASE WITH JESUS, THE CHRIST, SO IS THE CASE WITH MEN TODAY:
THE WAY UP IS DOWN. JAMES SAID: "LET THH BROTHER OF LOW DEGREE GLORY IN HIS
HIGH ESTATE, AND THE RICH, IN THAT HE IS MADE LCW."V JESUS COUNSELLED: NWHEN
THOU ARE BIDDEN TO A MARRIAGE FEAST « o« ¢« GO AND SIT DOWN IN THE LOWHST PLACE
e o o FOR EVHERYONE THAT EXALTETH HIMSELF SHALL BE HUMBLED: AND HE THAT HUMBLETH
HIMSELF SHALL BE EXALTED." (Luke 1/4:7-11)

TRUE ENOUGH, SLAVERY IS UNLAWFUL IN THE UNITED STATES. THE FINE PROENCIPIE
INVOLVED IN THE MASTER=SLAVE RELATIONSHIP, HOWEVER, OBTAINS TODAY IN BOTH
SOCTAL AND CIVIC RELATIONSHIPS OF A LIKE NATURE JUST AS I' DID IN PAUL'S DAY,
THE FINE PRINCIPLE INVOLVED IN THE MASTER-SERVANT RELATIONSHIP, OBTAINS IN
SUCH A5 THE EMPLOYER=-EMPLOYEE RELATIONSHIP, THE LITERATE--ILLITERATE SOCIAL
RELATIONSHIP, AND THE PRIVILEDGE-UNDERPRIVILEGED SOCIAL RELATIONSHIP. THE
SYSTEMS OF JURISPRUDENCE OFTEN REFER TO THE MASTER—SERVANT DOCTRINE.

THE ATTITUDE THAT A CHRISTIAN SHOULD MAINTAIN IN THE MIDST OF A RACE CRISIS

IS _NO DIFFERENT FRGM THE ATTITUDE THAT HE SHOULD MAINTAIN IN THE ABSENCE OF A

RACE CRISIS. THE CHRISTTAN MUST, IN THE MIDST OF A RACE CRISIS OR IN THE

ABSENCE OF A RACE CRISIS, CEASE FROM DOING EVIL, AND CONTINUE IN DOING WELL.
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HE MUST SEEK JUSTICE, RELIEVE THE OPPRESSED, JUDGE THE FATHERLESS, AND PLEAD
FOR THE WIDOW. HE MUST PREACH THE GOSPEL TO AIL MEN. HE MUST AINWAYS RE-
MEMBER THAT IN CHRIST THERE CA/NOT BE GREEK AND JEW, CIRCUMCISION AND UNCIR-
CUMCISION, BARBARIAN, SYTHIAN, BONDVAN, FREEVMAN: BUT GHRIST IS AIL, AND IN
ALL." (COL. 3:11) DURING A PERIOD OF RACE CRISIS, CHRISTIANS OF BOTH
RACES ~=——-WHITE AND BRACK -----ARE WITHOUT DOUBT UNDER SPIRITUAL OBLIGATTON
TO ACT, TO SPEAK, AND TO ASSOCIATE WITH DELIBERATE CAUTION. THIS THEY MUST
DO 50 AS TO REFRAIN FROM CREATING UNNECESSARY EXCITEMENT, RACE HATRED, AND
CONFUSION,

FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST MUST BE IMPRESSED WITH THE FACT THAT TRUE CHRISTTAN-
ITY WILL NOT PRODUCE A STATE OF ANARCHY, OR UPRISING, UNDER ANY FORM OF
GOVERNMENT. - AN EVANGELIST OF THE GOSPEL WHEN ENTERING A FOREIGN NATION OR
CITY IS UNDER NO OBLIGATION TO CHANGE THE FORM OF GOVERNMENT, THE SOGIAL
ORDER OR CUSTOMS, OR THE ECONOMY. IN FACT HE IS UNDER OBLIGATION TO REFRATN
FROM SUCH CHANGES. < PAUL BECAME ALL THINGST ALL MEN THAT HE MIGHT BY ALL
MEANS SAVE SOME. (L Cor. 93;20-22) THE PRINCIPLES OF CHRISTIANTTY CAN
PREVAIL AMONG A PEOPLE UNDER A MONARCHIAL FROM OF GOVERNMENT, @Ha0P-0RRaneinasans
AS WELIL AS A DEMﬁﬁoRATICAL FROM OF GOVERNMENT.

CHRISTTIANS WHO CHAMPION THE CAUSE OF THE NAACP, DR. MARTIN LUTH:R KING,
THE RACE DEMONSTRATORS, THE RACE RIOTORS, THE POLITICAL OPPORTUNISTS, EIC.,
ARE AS FAR REMOVED FROM THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST AS ARE ‘THOSE WHO CHAMPION TIE
CAUSE OF THE "NEGRO-HATERS," THE INFLAMED SEGREGATIONISTS, AND THE CRUEL AND
STUBBORN BASE FELLOWS. NEITHER THE CAUSE OF THE ANTISEGREGATIONIST NOR T HE
CAUSE oF THE PROSEGREGATIONIST CAN BE JUSTIFIED.
| THE PRESENT TREND ON THE PART OF A SEGMENT OF GOSPEL PREACHERS AND LEADERS
TO CRUSADE FOR THE CAUSE OF DESEGREGATION IS CONTRARY TO THE TRUE SPIRIT OF
CHRISTIANITY. 1IN THE FIRST PLACE, SUCH A CRUSADE WILL LEND SUPPORT TO THOSE
WHO OPERATE CONTRARY TO THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST. MUCH HARM AND DISUNTTY WILL

THUS UNNECESSARILY BEFALL THE CHURCH OF THE LORD. IN THE SECCND PLACE, SUCH
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A CRUSADE REVE'LS AN INFIRMITY OF ATTITUDE RELATIVE TO THE GOSPEL OF CHREBT. THRE
INFIRMITY IS A COMMITMENT TO A SOCIAL GOSPEL. IT IS IN ACTUALITY AN EFFORT
TO DISPIACE THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST WITH A SOCIAL GOSPEL.

A SOCIAL GOSPEL IS ONE THAT HAS LITTLE OR NO CONCERN FOR THE FUNDAMENTAL
DOCTRIVES OF CHRISTIANITY BUT HAS GREAT CONCERN FOR THE EFFECTING OF SOCIAL,
CULTURAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMICAL REFORMS. THE MODERNIST IS INTERESTED ONLY
IN A SOCTAL GOSPEL. HE BELIEVES THAT SO LONG AS THE ESSENCE (F THE TEACHING
OF CHRIST IS PRESENT, CHRISTIANITY ERXISTS, CHRIST OR NO CHRIST. TO THE
MODERNIST, JESUS IS GOD IN A SENSE NOT RADICALLY OR ESSENTIALLY DIFFERENT
FROM ALL MEN WHO ARE OF GOD, AND ALL MEN CAN BE CHRISTS IF THEY WILIL ONLY
FOLLOW THE ETHICS OF JESUS OF NAZARETH. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING IS A RANK
MODERNIST, AND IN THE MAIN THOSE WHITE MINISTERS WHO CRUSADE WITH HIM ARE
MODERNISTS. WI‘i‘H THEM, CHRISTIANITY CONSISTS IN BRINGING ABOUT SOCIAL
REFORMS.

CONVERSELY, THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST IS CONCERNED WITH THE DOCTRINE THAT JESUS
IS THE CHRIST AND THAT HE LEFT THE GLORIES OF HEAVEN TO DI_:E I THE PIACE OF
MAN -~ IN THE PLACE OF MAN WHO VIOLATED GOD'S LAW AND DESERVED TO DIE. JESUS
THE CHRIST DID NOT COME INTO THE WORLD TO CHANGE SOCIAL GUSTOMS, OR TO CHANGE
OR TMPLEMENT THE FORM OF GOVERNMENT, OR TO RAISE THE CULTURAL PATTERN, OR TO
RAISE, FOR THAT MATTYR, THE STANDARD OF LIVING. JESUS CAME INTO THE WORID
TO DIE IN MAN'S PLACE. HE CAME TO SAVE MAN FROM HiS SINS.

THE PRINCIPLES. OF CHRISTIANITY WERE NEVER INTENDED MGERELY TO CHANCE THE
SOCIAL, CULTURAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMICAL CHARACT:R OF A PEOPLE: THN CHANCES
BROUGHT ABOUT IN THESE FIELDS ARE INDIRECT AND SECONDARY BY PRODUCTS OF
CHRISTIANITY. THE BETTER WAY OF LIFE IS A NATURAL RESUTL OF THE LIFE AND
MISSION OF CHRIST.

LET THIS BE UNDERSTOOD: ANY CHRISTIAN WHO WILL NOT WORK WITH ALL, AS FAR -

AS POSSIBIE, IS UNWORTHY OF THE GOSPLE OF CHRIST. ANY CHRISTIAN THAT WILL Nar
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HELP TO PROVIDE FOR THE SPIRITUAL NEEDS OF ALL RACES WITHIN HIS COMMUNITY IS
UNWORTHY OF CHRIST, B UT A CHRISTIAN WHO LENDS HIS INFLUENCE TO THOSE WHO
LEAD RACE-DEMONSTRATIONS, AND THUS GIVE IMPETUS TO RACE RIOTS AND GENERAL
LAWLESSNESS, IS CERTAINLY FAR &STRAY FROM THE COURSE SET BY THE APOSTLE PAUL,
THOSE WHO WOULD MOVE NEGROES FROM THEIR OWN COMMUNITIES INTO ALL WHITE
COMMUNITIES, AND VICE VERSE, MBRELY TO HAVE DESEGREGATED CHURCHES ARE BEING
RIDICULOUS.

NO APOLOGY CAN BE OFFERED FOR THE INJUSTICES AND OPPRESSIONS THAT HAVE
BEEN PRESSED UPON THE NEGRO RACE IN THE PAST. ON THE OTHER HAND NO
APOLOGY CAN BE OFFSERED FOR THE SOCTAL AND POLITICAL UNREST AND OUTRIGHT
LAWLESSNESS THAT HAVE BEEN CREATED BY THE RACE-AGITATORS OF OUR PRESENT
SOCIETY. PAUL'S INSTRUCTIONS TO "SERVANUS" AND MMASTERSM ARE NOT BEING
FOLLOWED BY EITHER THE PROSEGREGATIONISTS OR THE ANTISEGREGATIONISTS. THERE
IS5 DEFINITELY A NEED FOR HUMILITY, RESPECT AND LOVE ON THE PART OF EACH.
THE CHRISTIAN MUST DO RIGHT RﬁGARDLESS OF WHAT ANOTHER OR OTHERS MAY DO.

"THEREFORE ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER YOU WOULD THAT MEN SHOULD DO TO YOU, DO YE
EVEN SO TO THEM,"

300
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"THOU SHALT NOT TAKE THE NAME OF THE LORD THY GOD IN VAIN"

Ex..20%:7
INTRODUCTION.
1. '"How marvelous is the name of God: George Dana Broadman extalled His name in these
words: "God's name (copy--p. 39-- Coffman)
2. God's name is holy.
a. The psalmist exclaimed ". . . holy and reverend is his name." (Psa. 111:9)
b. 1In the days of Nehemiah, the chosen people were taught to say--Neh. 9: 5.
Men have thrilled at (Psa. 8: 1)
3. God's name is often.mentioned in scriptures in terminology that indicates highest
adoration and affection.
e EX =208 7
b. Mt. 6: 9
c. Mt. 18: 20
dgieMELt 284419
4. "The third commandment guards the Eternal Name." (Coffman)
5. Consider:
DISCUSSION.,
T. The Phrases In The Third Commandment.

A. "Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God . . ."
1. Tt does not say "Thou shalt not speak,along.
2. Tt includes speaking as well as other ways.
3. It does not say--'"Please do this" and "Please refrain from doing that"
but it says '"Thou shalt nto."
B. Min wain?
1. ""In vain" is literally what we mean by 'vanity" or '"falsehood," anything
that is unreal or groundless.
2. Howwould you feel if you heard someone taking your father's name in vain?
C. "for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain."
1. The Hebrew word here is clean--the Lord will not hold him to be clesn that
taketh his name in vain.
2. This clearly reveals that "the test of moral cleanliness is the attitude
of a man to the name of God." (Morgan)

II, What The Third Command Forbids?

A. All irreverence toward God.

B. All careless and unnecessary references to Him or His attributes.
C. All unbecoming conduct in His worship

D. Every indication of the want of fear, reverence,and awe due Him.

TII.How The Third Commandment Is Violated?

A, It is violated by profanity.
1. One can profane the name by cursing and swearing are law, foolish vices.
a., July &4, 1775, General George Washington issued an order in which he
said: '"The General, most earnestly requires and expects a due obser-
vance of those articles of war, established for the government of the
army, which forbid profane cursing, swearing and drunkenness."
b. The NT forbids cursing and swearing. Eph. &4: 295 5: 4,
2. One can profane the name of God by one's actions as did Esau. Heb, 12:16.
3. One can profane the name of God by using the name presumptuously as did
the seven sons of Sceva. Acts 19: 13,
B. It is violated by frivolity.
1. The light, flippant use of the most sacrdd names as adocnments for amusing
stories and catchwords is condemned. Isa. 48: 1.
a. Jokes about God, Christ, heaven and hell.
b. Jokes about Bible characteristics, etc.
c. Such experssions as "Lordy, Lordy," '"God Almighty," "Gosh,'" etc.
2. Those that pray "Hallowed be thy name" should never use it except in
reverence and awe.



It is violated by hypocrisy.

L
2

3.

This aspect of the violation of the commandment is often overlooked.
The man who says '"Lord, Lord" but does not obey is taking God's name
in vain. '"Prayer without praise is blasphemy; praise without ador-

ation violates the third commandment. . .'" (Morgan).

When men do things to be seen of men, yet pretend to be serving

God they profane the name of God.” cf Mt. 6.
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"THOU SHALT NOT TAKE THE NAME OF THE LORD THY GOD IN VAIN®
Ex, 2027 ‘

Introduction,

L. Read or quote the text, also the A3V, .

2. "How marvelous is thename of Godl George Dana Poardman extolled His name in 4hese
wordss: 'God'g name not only signifies all his various titles, but his nature, at-
tributes, character, authority, purpose, providence, truth, and his kingdom, It
signifies all that CGod is, all that Cod does, all that he coumands, hence the fre-
quency with which his name occurs in Seripture." (Goffman)

a. It is found about 6,823 times in the 0ld Testament (Brown, Driver, & Briggs, p. 217)
bs ", o+ « holy and reverend is his name." Psa, 111:9

c. In Nehemiah 's day the chosen people were taught to say ", . ., blessed be thy
glorious name, which is exalted above all blessing and praise," Neh, 9:5
d. "0 Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all theearthl who has- set thy

glory above the heavens." (Psa. 9:1) . 3

3. "The third commandment guards the Eternal Name," (Coffman)

Le In this lesson let'!s consider:

Discussion,
I. THE WORDS OF THE THIRD COMMANDMENT.
A. "Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain . . "
1. "The Decalogue does not say, 'Plesae do this,' and 'Please refrain from doing
that.! TIts commands are an imperative !'Thou shalt noti" Tts penalties are
explicit and relentless. Evidently, the Biblical lawgiver discountenanced the
idea often advanced today that morality cannot be legislated into consghence.!
Isidor Warsaw, The Broken Tablets, p. 10) ‘

The name of God means that by which God has chosen to reveal himself to us.

a. L1 Shaddai means Almighty Cod.

be Jehovah-Nissi means the Lord our banner.

c. The Father means the Lord and God of love and tenderness.

de "I Am that I Am" (Ex, 3:14) or "I Am because I Amfq( f6btnote in ASV), "I

exist because I exist; heks the first cause, and you cannot get back of

him, His very name tells us finite mortals that it is idle to specualte

on how GGod came to be. His name is the uncrossable boundary of all humen
thinking," (Hugo McCord)

‘e "ain® Shav--"specifically falsehood, a lie; emptiness, vanity, nothingness . « «
Ephe 5:11; of idols, Jonah 2:8 . . . taking (up) the name of God in vain in-
cludes false as well as light swearing."(Wilson) "o

Co "for the Lord God (Jehovah,AST will not hold him guiltness that taketh his name

in vain," _
1. The word here means “clear, free, clean, etc.---The Lord will not hold him to
be clean that taketh his name in vain, .
2. This clearly reveals that "the test of moral cleanliness is the
man to the name of God." (Morgan) .
D. Jesus guaerds the sacred name of God in the praver "hallowed be his name." (Mt.
6:9)
1. Hagiazo found nly in Matt. 6:9 and Luke 11:2 in the N.T. .
2. Adam Clarke says the Creek word translated hallowed is made up of twe thoughts:
"earth" and "not"; hence the Father's name is not of the earth, -and must not
be dragged down to his foobstool." (McCord)
3. "The Inglish word Hallowed is from and Anglo-Saxon word meaning 'holy!, 'to
make holy,! and is found only here in the N.T.. In the Greek the word means the
same thing, 'to render, or to declare sacred or holy!, and thus, to conse-
crate . . o This means then that the name of God is to be considered as holy,
and to be hallowed or sanctified in our own life; that is, in every aspect of
life wherein God's name is used, either in prayer, or public speech, or in even
our thinking of God, the name is to be used with ubtmost reyerence." (M, Dods)
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c. "olly, of extremely common use, 1S described by the New ro
= = iy ) s hamt am FPor (o0 1
/’\) as Man exclamation of surprise, a cuphemism for God o o o
D, Tt is violated by hypocrisy or the use of God's name in a way uwmuru

d Dictionary

'5?;?%hﬂ9%ﬁﬂ

to its meanding.

H el r Lo s Nn4d s O 2
1, When men say "Lord, Lord" but do not the father's will. Ik, 620635 Matt, 7:21-23
e WIIOL b L i A )8 Qe £ H 2416
. Using his name presumptuously. Acts 19:13; cf. Heb, 12216
2 ing his n r

3, T he man who sings "ALl hail the power of Jesus! name!
. 1e man ng

but does not serve him,

i 1 phemy ; gl Jit] 3 abd jolates the third
n"prever without praise 1s balsphemy; praise withoub adoration vio L :

commandment. o " (Morgan.)

Conclusion.
1. Let every Christian hallow God's name.

2. Let every Christian exalt the name of Jesusabove every name, FPhil, 2:5-11






"YE ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH" : 304
Matte 5:15-=

Introductlion.

y Jesus 1s speaking primerily to his disciples, those who through Poverty

e

Se

4,

of

spirit enter his kingdom, the meek and merciful, the pure in’ heart, the

peacemakers, the ones who hunger and thirst after righteousness.

Although talking primarily to his disciples, 1t applies to all that will
accept the invitation extended to men by the Lord, becausd7that are will-
ing can become the salt of the earth, :

"Yo are the salt of the earth,"

e

D

Ce

If this is taken as a declaration of: our pirvileges, it flings a bow

of hope acposs: our skies' beautiful and alluring beyond our dreams.

If this is taken as a declaration of ourobligations and responsibilities,
it becomes an epitome of all the commandments and a sunming up of the
whole duty of man. ; !

If 1t is taken as a statement of fact, as it surely is, it becomed the
highest of compliments. "he 1s the salt of the earth" is one of the
highest compliments that can be paid to a man in any-comnunitye °

Iet us- observe:

Discussione

I. WHAT JESUS MEANT, "YE ARE THE SAIT OF THE EARTH." Mt. 6:13,

Ao

Be

Ce

Salt is a positive force in the world and * Christlans are to be.
le Balt is something that cannot be ignored, but when present must be..
recognized and when absent must be missed. : Bt

'2. All of us have experienced salt in home made ice creams It could

not be ignored, i ' )t
Se Christians are to be a positive force in the world, (M 'f‘ // 7
a. Christ was loved and khated, but could not be ignored. ‘
bes Christians are to be such salt that they cannot be ignored.’
Salt gives flavor and relish to what would otherwise be tasteless and
unpleasant. ; ; i
ls Salt wad added to many of the offerings under the lawe Levs 2:13.
2e Job'said "Can that which is unsavoury be eatan without saltZ" Job
6:6. {4 ) 4
5+ Salt is very precious.
a. Many things we could 'do without but salt is a luxury and necessity.
be Illuse. A king-asked his three daughters how much théy loved
him, Two of them replied that they loved him better than all the
gold and silver in the world, The youngest one said she  loved
him better than salte. The king was not‘'pleased with her answer,
as he thought that salt was not very palatable, But the cook,
overhearing the remark, put no salt in anything for breatfast
next morning, and the meal was so insipid that the king could
not enjoy it. He then saw the force of his daughter's remark.
She loved him so well that nothing ‘was godd without him,"
(A.C. Dixon, Thpuugh Night to Morning, p. 197). )
4. The world would be dull and stale without Christ as it was when he
came. And without those like him it would be without flavor,
Salt 1s a purifying agent. ;
le Salt does not exist to purify itself, but that which needs its
services.,

- 2e Christians are to be a purifying force in the world from which they

.D.

have been separated, Jn. 17:15-=17,

Salt is a preventive and preservative.

l, Salt stands as the avowed foe of corruption, impurity and decay and
says "Yhey shall not pass.” ; '

2. How ragidly the world would deterliorate without "the salt of the
earth." :




1KLY

11T,

3. Enough salt at the time of the flood brought to bear upon a world
that was rotting down could have saved it. .
4, Ten righteous men (the salt of the earth) could have saved Sodom and
Gomorrah. Gen. 1l8:25=33.
5. The safeguard of any nation is not is nat npal resources, geographi=
cal position, its standing and navy{i (Lo-)3 s)
a. Blljah was worth more to Israel t© Izher horses” and chariots .,
2 K, 2:12, /})/3: . .
b. A nation 13 onlyrmade safe by the chapacler o e
B. Salt causes one to be thirsty., € &;2"‘ MM/WU
l. After one has eaten salty pop-corn or food with a lot of salt he
craves water, ;
2, In like manner Christians, by their lives, are to cause the world
to thirst after the life-giving water. Jn. 4:13,14.
WHERE IS THE SALT OF THE EARTH TO MANIFEST ITSELF OR WHERE IS THE SPHERE
Or ITS ACTIVITY?
Ae. A Ghristian is not to salt heaven.
Be Christians are not to salt yesterday. Some Christians were real salt

yesterday, but today are doing nothing. &¢f Hror 3./

C. Christian are not to salt some ideal tom row which never comes .
D. Christians are to serve as salt now and in our own communitye

l, God told the children of Judah in captivity to seek the welfare of
the place where they lived. Jer. 29:4=7,

2s Christians are to make the place where they live a better plaoe by
thelr salting powere.

B, Christians are to exercise thelr salting power in the church. ,

1. Being salt in the church means more than just being present. (Some
just £fill a pew on Sunday morning.) It means active support, of the
worke.

2, & Chrlstlan that exercise no salting power 1s like a soldier that
wears a uniform but leaves all the fighting to others.

e Christians are to exercise thelr salting power in their home. <« °
HOW ARE WE TO SALT THE EARTH?
A. Chrigstians must salt the earth through characters. : ;

l, I must have salt in myself if I would salt the earth.'ﬂk. 93850,

2. Christians that have lost thelr zeal and enthusiasm are tasteless
and are like salt that has lost ist savor. No character more re-
pellent than the half~hearted mane
a. Consider the church of Laodicea. Reve 3:13=17,
be. How distasteful a saltless Christianl

Be Christians are to salt the world through contacte.

le I have salted meat many times and always put the salt and the meat
in the same box. The salt gives itself to the meat. It saves itself
by giv1ng itself for the meat.

2¢ In like manner “hristians, like the salt, must give themselves for
the world.
ae Josus came in contact with the world and literally gave himself

for 1t. Jn. 12:24.

‘b Jesus said of Christians, Mt. 10:39,

6, Ellugy "Mo ren riding in a sleigh were caught in a blizzard and
rushed toward home as fast as possible. One of them noticed the
form of a man lying in the snow and urged that they stop. Finding
him overcome by cold and needing exercise and stimulation one of
the men began to as'sist him while the other prqtested that it
would do no good and that they should hastily get inside .for their
own good. He therefore refused to wait and @rove away as the
"Good Samaritan" aided the victim of the colde Reviving him .e=-
nough for walking they were forced to plod several miles .to the
nearest shelter. As they reached their destination they noticed
the sleigh sitting outside. A stlll, snow covered form proved to

be the companion who would not wait. In ignoring the need of the

A\

en al



/' others he had deprived himself of bodily warmth which would have Az
o gaved his life. The others, by exercise, had remained alives

Only as one seeks to save others can he save himself., Only as one
exercises his salting power can one save himself and the world.
Jesus said, "he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it."

¥ Mte 10:39, 5

" . WHAT ARE SOME SIGNS OF DETERICRATION OR A SALTLESS CHRISTIAN.

A. A sal tless Christian is oné who has gone back to the earthly, worldly,
the carnal. 2 Poete. 2:20-22; Jas. 4:4. There is no longer a distinction
between the salt and that which it is supposed to salt.

B, No longer seeks the companionshfp of Christ, hils people and the sound
of his voice through his word. The joy and thrill of hearing him is
gone.

Ce A growing indifference toward the work which the Lord has ordained -
namely the evangelizing the world (Mt. 28:19); building upit the :
saints Ephe 4:14-16) and doing good to allwigt men. Gale 6:10; Jas. 1
27

Do The doom of salt without savor is to be drodden under foot of men.
(explain nature of salt in Jesus! time.)

Conclusione

"Yo are the salt of the earth." Are we really? What a marvelous compli=-
ment! What a fearful call to dutyl Are we really the salt of the earth?

Helps Used:

-

The Sermon on the Mount, Clovis G, Chappell, pp. 115=127. (Many points
~akan from this source.s

“. ’he Great Texts of the Bible, James Hastings, Vol. 8, pp. 100=1ll.

«+. The Sermon on the Mount, Isslie Thomas, ppe. 20=23.

4, Sermon Notes on the Sermon on the Mount, Frank L. Cox, pp. 11,12,

5. Many other sources consulted.






WTHOU SHALT NOT KILLY 37
Ex, @0113 B 2%

Introduction. .

1. Jesus said "thou shalt love thy nelvhbor as thyself" is the second commandment,
Matt., 22:39,40. This involves our duty to our nelghbor. . .

2. "Jith the second table of. the Decalogue bmﬂlns our duty to our neighbor,.The laws
of probity follows the laws of piety, 'that the river of justice may be derived
from the fountain of love to-God.! The second table shows the immense importance
of social life., It surrounds with eternal safeguards the undefeatable rights of
all mankind, It is meant to bring home to us the truth that none of us liveth to
himself end no man dieth to himself," (F.W. Farrar)

3. This commandment demands respect for the sacredness of humen life--one made in
the image of God. Gen. 1:26,27.

Le In this lesson let's consider: .

Discussion,
I. "THOU SHALT NOT KILLM———WHAT DCES THIS TEACH?

A. There are fifteen different Hebrew amd Greek words used in the Bible thaot have
to with killing or slaughter,
1."Haraz" - to slay. Gen. 12:12; Lev, 20:16; Eccle. 3:3.

2. "zabach" - to slaughter, Deut, 12:155 1 Sam. 28:2..

3. "chalal®" - to pierce, wound. Judges 20:39. «

he "babach" - to slaughter, Ex. 22:1; 1 Sam. 25211, : ‘

5, "muth" - to putto death., These verses definitely refer to God'scommands to

kill, as well as other killings. Ex. 1:163 Num, 1h4:15.
6, "nakan" - to smite, cause to smite. Gen, 42153 Mun, 35311,
7. "nagaph" - to go! rotnd. Isa. 29:1.,
8. "ratsach" - to murder, plefce. Ex, 20°13; 1 Kings 21:1 .
9. "shachat" - to slaughter, kill, Gen. 37:31; Lev. 1:5

10, "anaireo" - to take away, kill, Lk. 22:2; Acts ¢2.2.

11, "apoketeiono" - to kill entirely, M. 1 .@8; 23237,

12. "diachefrizo" - to handle violently. Acts 26:21.

13, "thuo" - to slauvghter, sacrifice.

14. "sphatto" - to slay, kill, wound. Rev. 6 h

15, ."phoneuo® - to @urder. Mt 5:21; 23:31; Mk, 10:19; Lk. 18:20; Rom, 13:9

B Jua. 11 /g ) 6 N

B. Tn Exodus 20: 13 the word used for Mkillh" is rabsach which means murder.

1. Ratsach is used six times in the 0.T. and always means murder. Ex, 20:13; Num.
35:07; Dte hil2;#17Kos. 21:19; Hos. 432,

2 Phoneuo the ree” word used 1n the -N.T. means thesame thing, Mt 5:21; 19:18;

3 s Mk, 10:19; Lk. 18:20; Rom. 13:9; Jas. 2:11; 4:2; 5:6,

3. When Jesus guoted the cownanqusnts to the youmgg ruler he said, "Thou shalt
do no murder® (Mb. 19218) which shows what God had in mind when he said "Thou
shalt not kill. . ‘

C. "There has never been a time, nor will there ever be, when it is right to commit
murder « « o 'In the image of God! is the divine seal identifying every human
borther as a special preperty of Almighty God, a beneficiary of the Blood of
Christ, and a potential heir to everlesting Life. Killing is a sin against God
and nhmqanJ." (Coffman, pp. 71-73) -

IT. WHAT DOE3 IT NOT FORBID?
A. Tt does not forbid all killir ~

1. God coananqu Moses to Ql"y ("harag") criminals on certain occasions, Deut.
13:9; Josh, 7:22ff,

2. God gave command for certain wicked nations to be slain. 1 Sem. 15:1ff,
B. It does not forbid-capital punishment.

1. "First, capital punishment, as the Latin origin of the term signifies; is
meant punishment which takes the 'head', and hence, the life of man; and in

this connection, itmeans that his life, for what is regarded as a justifiable
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36
to spare them, Did he violate love for enemies?
b, Are we to love the enemy of our neighbor, who is hurting our neighbor, more than
we love the neighbor himself?
ce PBut how can one love
) (1) How can one will
kill his family?
(2) How do you harmonize the fact that it is scriptural for usto appeal to
Caesar, in his capacity as dispenser of justice, and still love the enmmy?
(3) How can we harmonize love with sebting in motion, in anappeal to the police
forces which may involve the death of the enemies?
(L) Can we report the cirme of an eneny even though we know it may lead bo his
death and imprisonment?
(5) If we can harmonize the fact that we are to love our enemies, with the calling
of the police---which can result in bthe enemy being just as dead as if we
shot him ourselves-—-then Why cannot we harmonize it with our own use of
force if necessary?
d, "Is it possible to love and ab the same U
we must conclude that every officer who arrests a crimin
hin and evers warden who retains him can not possibly have an inberest in his
vltimate goode A mother who turns her son over to the authorities because he
has committed a crime does not necessarily hate her son. Resistance to his
eriminal ambitions may be the way of expressing her love, therefore it does not
follow that resistance and love are mutually gxclusive.t (Isabell, pe 26)
3, The doctrine of absolute non-resistence as the only way "of love" can be suffess -
fully challenged.,
a. God is love, yet he resists the evil end employs force agairst the wicked.
Psa. ]360
b. Jesus was the perfect example of love in action, yet he resisted the evildoers
in the temple, Jn. 2:13-16, '
) c. The 0ld Testament enjoined love bto enemies, yet also h£¢{€d (provided punish-
ment to evildoers.,
d. Parents are to love their children, yet they are to resist, with corporel
pusighoent if necessary, whenever {heir children incline toward evil, Prov,
18:2; 22:15; 25:13,1k.
e. Absolute reistence then is not the only way of showring love,
| ITI. WHAT DOES IT FORBID?
A. It definitely forbids the deliberate, wilfully taking of another person's
‘ life. Ex, 20:13; Matt, 19:18.
| n, It forbids suicide or self-murder under the same principle as taking someone
i elsel!s life,
! 8¢ It forbids all actions which may shorten Uhe lives of our fellowman.
] D. It forbids all laws that take awsy men's lives for minor offenses.,
B, Tt forbids all bad dispositions such as hate which leads to murder. 1 Jn. 3:15.
F, Tt forbids us withholding those means to sustain 1ife when we have it within our
power to give it.
¢, Tt forbids all riots and excesses which destroys life,

stand by and let the enemy

Conclusion
T, Hwmon 1ife is sacred and men must not play God in taking it.
2, But man must not violate the command by meking it keep him from accepting responsi=

bilities which God expects.
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¢ neHOU SHALT NOT COMVITT ADULTERYM j;’
Exodus 2031

Introduction,

1.
2e

)

P

°

Read or quote the text.

"There are only two kinds of personalities on ear h—e=men and women-— and true fellow-
ship, real communion (we are not speaking about communion with God) is limited to
hese two types of personality. Furthermore, men and women are distinctly different

- from each vther; neither is absolutely complete without the other. This is the way

God made us. Therefore, by our very creation, and our very individual natures,
there is inevitably, a powerful attraction tetween the two mrses, the most powerful
single force on earth (spiritual forces not here being gonsidered, for the time
being). God Himself has endowed men and women with personalities which complement
each other, which result in this powerful drswing toward each other, and God has
also provided a hely, pure, sacred institution, in which men and women may dwell
together in 21l the fullness of life, for their mutual joy, edification, enrich-
mentr, and strengtherning of 1i7e., This institution is known as marriage. Within

the boundaries of marriage the profoundest relabionships of men and women are hon-
orable and right, Outside of the marriage relationship, an intimate, personal,
physical relationship between men and women, of the most extreme kind, is definitely
wrong, and divinely prohibited. In other words, God has ordained that in marrdiage
men and women should Live togehter, and outside of marriage God has ordained that
men and women should not live tozehter in mutual physical intercourse., Thab which
the marriage relationship allows is known outside of that relationship by the two
horrible words——adultery and fornication. . « Is there anywehre in the Bible per-
mission for sexual relationship outside of the marriage state? Thelanswer.is an
absolute, unequivocal, uncompromising No, not from the first of Genesis to the

end of Revelation, and-any one teaching obhervise is perverting and disterting the
clesr teaching of the Word of God." ((Select Notes on The Tnternational Sunday School
Lesson, 1943, pp. 383-385) "o :

Adultery is mentioned by name 34 bimes in the 0.T. and 30 times in the N.T.
Fornicstion is mentioned 5 times in b .P. and 39 times in the N.T. : _

T his commandment has to do with our relationship with our fellovmen. It emphasizes
the sandtity God attaches to marriage. ' :

Tn this study let's consider:

3

iscussion. 8 .

ADULTTRY ——-1T5 MANT

Ao Naaph « « » toO commnt adultery; this word is confined to adultéry in the ex-
clusive sense of the term, or to fornication by a married person . . J(Wilson,
Lev. 20:10)

B. Moichos « « « denotes one vl
Tk, 18:11; 1 Cor. 6:9; Heb, 13:4" (Vine)

C. "Adultery (n'p, moicheia) is sexual intercourse of a man with another man's wife
(Exods 20:1h; Deut, 5:103 Leve 20:10) o o fA,an Richardson, A Theologieal Word
Book of the Pible, p. 16) h

D, Toichao (verb) » « « to have unlawful intercourse with another's wife, to commib

2dILerY « o o Mb. 5232 . o o "(Thayer's Greek English Lexicon, pe Llés

(o4

1

1o has mnlawful intercourse with the spouse of another,
1 no{

Er

L. "As to the word adultery, adulterion, it has probably been derived from the words
ad alterius torum, to anobher's bed; for it poing the bed of another men that
constitutes the act and thecrime," (Adam Clarke, Vole I, pl 1,06) .

F. "In scripture designates sexual intercourse of a man, whether merried or unmarried."
(ISEE, Vo. I, pe 63)

. Fornication refers to the sexual relationships of all forms outside of marriage;
Adultery is the unfaithfulness of a nusband or wife in this matter." (Peloubet's
Slect Notes, 1962, p. 65) ’

ADULTTRY~——A FAR-REACHING STN.,

L. It is a sin agadinst CGod. Gen. 39:9.
B, It is a sin against the family as it is against the woman's husband and the
children of the family, Cf. Gen. 39:7-9; Matt. 19:9

0
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303
"REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY TO KEEP IT HOLY" 5
Ex. 20: 8-11-

INTRODUCTION,
1. The fourth commandment is probably the most misunderstood and abused passage of
the ten.

2. It is for this reason that we propose to notice some revealing facts about the
fourth commandment:

DISCUSSION,
I. Some Facts About The Jewish Sabbath.

A.

B.

C.
D'

F.
I1, Is

The Jewish Sabbath was observed on Saturday, the 7th day of the week, in fact

sabbath means seventh.

When was the Sabbath Day given?

1. Those that believe it was practiced by Adam and others before Mt. Sinai
point to Gen. 2: 3, (But Moses is merely revealing in this verse:hundreds
of years later, what God had done on the Sabbath.)

2. FEven Moses did't know about the Sabbath until God revealed it unto him.
Neh, 9: 13, 14,

Why was the Sabbath given? Deut. 5: 15,

To whom was the Sabbath given? Ex. 31: 17

1. Not given to all men.

2. Not commanded in N. T.

How was the Sabbath observed?

1. Work was not to be done on the Sabbath. Ex. 20: 10; 31: 15, 16.

2. Fire was not to be kindled. Ex. 35: 3.

3. Couldn't gather sticks. Num. 15: 32,

4. ' Couldn't buy noz sell, Neh. 13: 15, 16,

5. Worship and sacrifices to God on this day. Observance.

6. Some little known facts about the Sabbath. In the course of every 50 yrs.
the Jews kept eight different classes of Sabbaths: (Lev. 25: 8ff.)

a. Sabbath day (Saturday)--2,600 days

b. Passover 100 days
c. Day of first fruits 50 days
d. TFeast of trumpets 50 days
e. Feast of tabernacles 50 days
f. Sabbath of years 2,520 days
g. Year of Jubilee 365 days
h. Days of atonement 50 days
Total in 50 years 5,785 days or 16 years, more than % of 50 yrs.

When dis the Sabbath end? Amos 8: 4-9; Lk. 23: 44,

There A Practical Application Of The Fourth Commandment Today?

A’

First, let us recognize that the principle of rest and recuperation is the

moral heart of the fourth commandment.

1. Jesus recognized this when he said, 'Come ye yourselves apart into a
desert place, and rest a while." Mark 6: 31.

2. The wise man shows that rest for man and beast is as old as Gos's dealings
with man. Prov. 12: 10.

Second, let us recognize that one day in seven for rest and worship is essen-

tial to man's well-being.

1. The first French Revolution tried to abolish this and substitute a day in
ten for rest, but it was a failure.

2. The Russian Communist laws at the beginning of the revolution sought to
eliminate this day, but events proved man cannot live without it.

Third, let us recognize that it is no longer the Sabbath that belongs to the

Lord, but the first day of the week or Sunday.

1. The church at Corinth was instructed to lay by in store on the first day.
L. Cor. 163 2.

2. Early disciples met on the first day. Acts 20: 7.

3. Pling, the Roman historian, about 114 A. D., reported the Christians met
on a fixed day.
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: 4, The "Lord's day" is the first day of the week. Rev. l: 10. 230;5
D. Fourth, the neglect of the day of worship is a wrong that shall cry to God until
it is righted.

1. God has so blessed America that today most people have two days in which
one is free from work. What a tragedy that the blessing has become occasion
for increasing neglect.

2. The non-worshipper often cries, "But Sunday, is the only day I have! It's
the only day you don't have.

3., Even members of the church somethimes use Sunday just like any other day--
as if it were their own for work.

IIT.Work Is Another Thing Required By The Fourth Command. Ex. 20: 9.
A. Man's great happiness is served by work. Gen. 2: 15.

1. The present day philosophy of doing less and leds for more and more is a
delusion,

2. Another deplorable development is the support of the loafer and free-
loader. Which is worse--the professional striker or the government which
supports him?

3. God's wisdom is "If any will not work, neither let them eat." TII Thess.

87 10;
B. "He who never works is unfitted for worship. He who never pauses to worship
is rendered incapable of work." (Morgan)

CONCLUSION,
1. There are two essential parts to the fourth command: a.work and b. worship.
2. The truly happy man is the one that gives careful attention to both.

7/ ( Ct# 24, ; W‘ % /9’2%9
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WHAT SHALL I PREACH? %

.cal, 1: 6-12

INTRODUCTION,

1. The story is told that a number of years ago a certain preacher came to a little
country town to conduct a series of gospel meeting. It wasn't long until several
began to tell hem what he shouldn't preach on during the meeting. Entering the
pulpit he mentioned this fact and then said, "What shall I preach on?" One man
arose and said!preach to the Jews, there is not a one in town."

2. Every gospel preacher has faced this dilemma at one time or another in his preach-
ing career because members of the church are always talking about what shouldn't
or should not be preached.

3. What shall I preach? ZLet's consider:

DISCUSSION,
T. WHAT I WILL NOT PREACH IF I LET MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH DECIDE.,

A.

D.

E.
F‘

11 not emphasize personal work because:

. Some have objected to their husbands engages in it as much as they are.

. Some resent being reminded that they are not as active as they were.

'11 not preach on visitaion because:

. Some have said T don't intend to visit on Monday night.

. Others have said I don't appreciate someone visiting me when I'm absent
because its nonme of their business.

1'11 not preach on church disciplene because some say "I don't believe in

church discipline."

1'11 not preach on first principles because some have said: 'We need something

harder and we should already know that.

1'11 not preach against religious error because some say ''we are not to judge.'

Thus if one leaves it to man to decide one is in a dilemna.

I
1
2
I
1
2

II, WHAT T WILL PREACH IF I LET THE BIBLE DECIDE,

A'
B.
C.

1'11 preach the gospel and not try to please man. Gal. 1: 9, 10.
I'1l preach the word as commanded. IT Tim. 4o 1-4.
In preaching the gospel, the word I'll emphasize:
1. Personal work because:
a. '"He that winnmeth souls is wise'": Prov. ll: 30.
b. '"they that turn many to righteousnessshall shine as stars." Dan. 12:3.
¢c. We are married to Christ to save others. Rom. 7: 4; l: 13; Johmn 15:8,16.
2, Visitation because:
a. That's what pure and undefiled religion is. Jan. L. 27
b. A failure to visit will result in condemnation.
3. Church discipline because:
a. Christian's are plainly told not to company with the wicked in the
dhurch. T Gor. 5: Lff.
b. To withdraw from the disorderly. II Thes. 3: 6.
c. Reject a factions man. Tit. 3105 11
4, TFirst principles because:
a. Tt is through obedience to them the last are gaved.  Rom. 6: 17, 18,
b. There is a need of reminding us all of what we know.- II Pet. 1l: 12; 3:1l.
5. Religious error because:
a. Christinas ave to try false prophets. 1T John 4: 1.
b. Christians are to beware of false prophets. Mt. Jiz 150
¢c. Christians are in no way to encourage false teachers. II Jn. 9, 10.
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"INGRATITUDE"
Lke 17 :].]."'19"'—"’

Introd. .

T, Jesus had gone to Ephraim follewing the raising of Lazarus and is now at some point
on the border between Samaria and Galilee, It was here he encountered ten men,

2. Letts consider:

I. THESE TEN MEN,

A, They all were lepers, Luke 17:11, "Because of our unfamiliarity with the dread
désease of leprosy, uch ef the horrer which attends it is lest upen us teday. o
Victims ef the horrible malady experienced a living death, Their hair fe&l frem
their heads and eyebrows; their nails leesened, decayed, and fell off; Jeint
after jeint of their teoes and fingers shrank and drepped eff; the gums were ab-
sobbed and teeth disappeared; and the nese, the eyes, the tongue, and the palate
were slowly consumed, Net infrequently whele seciens of the bedy disappeared,
and limbs which remained were often herribly disterted and rendered useless, Ten
sufferers, thus afflicted, full eof lepreus seres, their clothes rent, their heads
bare, their upper lips cevered; and crying meurnfully, 'Unclean! Uncleani went
out to meet Jesus." (Guy Weeds, G.A., Nev., 1948) ' ' ' ‘

B. They all obeyed the law by standing at a distance. ILk. 17:12; Leve 13:47,

Ce They all begged for mercye. ve 1l3.

D, They were all ready te receive a blessing. ' '

Ee They all passed the ‘test of faith---they went as the Lord commanded. Ve 1l

F, They were all cleansed, Ik. 17:1lk.

1I. THE ONE THAT RETURNED.

A. He was a Smaaritan, the others Jews, V. 1b.

Be He glorified Ged with a loud veice, v. 15. ' ‘

C. He fell on his face at Jesus! feet and gdve him thanks. v. 16.

D, Only one of the ten beturned.

TIT. "WINGRATITUDE IS ONE OF THE MOST UNIVERSAL AND DEEPLY SEATED OF HUMAN VICES o o o

A. Ingratitude is "lack of gratitude; forgetfulness of or poor return fer kindness
shown,"

Be Cne of the greatest causes of ingratitude is thoughtlessness or forgetfulness,
1. The nine who did not ceme back simply were average and ordinary peeples THEY

DID NOT THINKI '
2. The butler forgot Joseph in prisen. Gen, 40:23; 41:%.
3, One great cause of thoughtlessness is familiarity. We thank God for narrow
escapes and unusual blessings, but take for granted the everyday blessings.
IV. WE ARE ALL MORE LIKE THE NINE THAN WE CARE TO ABMIT.
A. We were all lepers———--in sin, Rem, 3:23. '
B. We all needed mercy and received it., Eph. 2:1=5.
C. We all had nothing--—-Ged gave us everything. 1 Chron. 29:1k.
(Pass out apple tract here te everyene present=———-read it slowlys )

jonclusione

Will you, like the Macedonians, (2 Cors. 8:5) give yeurself te the Lerd? Will you
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WHY I BELIEVE SOME THINGS ARE WRONG

T Pet. 3: 15

INTRODUCTION,

1. One question I'm often asked, "Why do you believe some things are wrong or dis~-
pleasing to God?"

2. 1In answering this question let us observe:

DISCUSSION,
I. SOME VITAL FACTS,
A. There are some thing that are always wrong. Consider the ten commandments.

Ex, 20: 1=17: Provs 6: 6-9.

B. There are some things not wrong in themselves,but may be wrong at times for
two reasons:

1. The one doing the deed may believe it is wrong. Rom. lye225 23,

2. The place where we do the deed may become a stumblingblock., I Cor. 8,
10; Rom. l4.

TI, WHAT FAITH INGOD AND HIS SON REALLY IS?
A. It is firm conviction, based on evidence. Jn. 20: 30, 31.
B. It is belief that he is all he claims to be. Heb. 11: 6.
C. Being convinced that God is, faith is taking God at his word. Ex. (Acts 27:25.)

1. Noah. Heb., 11: 7.

2. Abraham. Heb. 1ll: 8, 17.

3. 1Israel and Joshua. Heb. 11: 30.

4, .~ Ten Niepers. GLke 17: 11=19,

D. Faith then.
TIT WHY THEN DO I BELIEVE CERTAIN THINGS ARE WRONG?
A. Simply because God says certain things are wrong.
B. Why do I believe it's wrong to disobey the elders of the church. Heb. 13:17.
C. Why do I believe it's wrong to have an instrument of music in worship. Eph.
52195 Gol. 3315
D. Why do I believe its wrong to dance?

1. Tirst because God says it is. Dance in different forms appears 27 times,
only one time men and women dancing together. Ex. 32. Works of flesh are
lasciviousness - revelling - Gal. 5: 19-21.

2. Second, because of the fruit it produces. Tree is known by its fruit.
Mt. 7: 15-20.

E. Why do I believe the use of strong drink is wrong.

1. First, God says it is. Prov. 20: l; Prov. 23: 29-31.

2. Second, because of its fruit.

F. Why do I believe its wrong to neglect the assembly. Heb. 10: 25.
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DOING GOD'S WORK NEGLIGENTLY é%/ o
Jer, 48:10 el

Introductbion.

1. Did you knowthere are more than ‘@ billion people on earth today? Did
. you know that every 21 to 23 scconds a souls. goes 1nto eternity? Are
you awcre of the fact that most of chese souls are unprepared to face
GQQ°?n_?@Q judgment? Is their lost condition because of our careless
and indifferent attitude in many cases? T MR e ot
2. Are we satisfied with the way we are doing the Lord's work? Are we
willing to learn about negligence, 1ts causes and its gures.

Discussion?

I. WHAT IS THE WORK OF THE LORD?
A, Jer. 48:10, g
1. In our text the destruction oi vhe Moeabites was the Lord's worke
2. Cursed was Babylon if they did this work negligently.
B. Jesus did the work of God while on earth. Jn. 4234 9:hy 17: 4.
¢. Gemaliel recognized shot the apostles were doing the work of the
Lord. Acts 5:38.

.: ]%3£}W%§ﬁ§,ﬁ8‘g(}l§ "}El%%:g,adog%%g S&,I} ):}9 i%]?g{l%.,{girot s WOIrKoe A, 13 1 2%

g' imoohy worket of the Cor. 10:10,
Christians are created tO do God's works. Eph. 2:10.
» The work of the Lord is that work which God has commended to be done.
1§ may be a work of destruction, preaching, ministering, etc.
TI. WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO DO THE LORD'S WORK NBGLIGENTLY?
L. Negligence means iTallure Go exercise the care that the cirocum-
stances demand."
B. Negligent means ncareless; indiiferent; inattention to one's duty
or business."
¢, Paul told Timoty toO mmeglect not the gift that is in thee " (1 Tim,
L:14) Don't be careless aboub 1.
D. "How shall we escape, if we neglect so great slavation..." (Heb.
2941»3) If we are careless and indiiferentis meening of neglecto,
E. Peter said, miherefore I will not be negligent to pub,you agicys
"Z;yﬁw m—c«"‘;L

in remembrance of these things...? (2 Peto 1:12) "
G¢. To do the work of the Lord negligently means to do it in®a ‘Care-
less, indiiferent, unconcerned wWaye .
TII. WHAT CAUSES MEN TO DO THE LORD'S WORK NEGLIGENTLY?
A, WORLDLLINESS .
1. One tries "to do the work of God with one hend, while he advan-
ces his own interest with the other."
2. Matb. 6:24. No man cen serve two masters.
3, James Lik.
1+o l Jno 2:15'17'
B. Unbelief,
1. Unbelief kept Israel out of the land of Cenaan. Psa. 1061 24,250 8
Hebo. 3:19.
o, Unbelief pearalyzes che Lord's work today . Heb. 3:12. Cf. Mk
9: 24,
C., Fear, 7 .
1. rear caused Tsrael to do God's work negligently. Num. 13:20=-33,
2, The "spirit of fear" still hinders the TLord's work, 2 Tim. Lida
3, The fearful chall spend ebernity in hell. Reve 21:8.
D. Lukewarmness. Reve 3314-17.
TV. WHAT ARE_oOME CURES FOR DOING GOD'S WORK NEGLLIGENTLY?
A, Greater appreciation or the grace of God. Rom. 3:2L4; Eph. 2183
Titus 2:11; Heb. ly:lh=16, _
B, Recognition of his great love. Jh. 3:16; Rome 5:93 2 Cor. 5ell 1o%




C. Example of others.,
1l, Jesus' desire to do God's work was greater than his physical
hunger and thirst. Jn. 4:31-34, :
2. Paul was more concerned about doing God'w work than his own
life. Acts 20:22-24. : :
3. Epaphroditus was nigh unto death for the work of Christ. Phil,
230, ' N \ < :
D. Consciousness of how negligent service. displeases God. Jer. 48:10,
ook s v

Conclusion. "

The Lord's work is the greatest work in the world, It is the most
rewarding. Rom. 6:23; 1 Pet. lih; Rev. 2110, 1t deserves our c¢areful
attention every minute of every hour -of -every day. . .



e

“ S SOME IMPOSSIBILITIES ; 303
' Matt. 19:23-26-

Introduction.

) l. Ours 1is an age of things which several years ago were considered im-
et possibilities. (For Example: Telephone, television, planes flying more
, than 2,000 miles per hour, etc.) All of this clearly reveal that
things one time considered impossible are now possible,.
2. In our text Jesus plainly implies that many things are impossible with
men that are possible with God.
3« On the other hand there are some things possible with man, that are im=-
possible with God, as we shall see in the course of our lesson.
4, Observe some impossibilities:

Discussion,

I. IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOD TO LIE. Heb, 6:18; Titus 1l:2,

A, All his promlses in Christ are yea and amen and he is faithful., 2
Gops 13203 1 Cors 139, ; :

l, God fulfilled all his promises to israel. Josh. 21:43-45, l
i%nméﬁ$¢ﬁéﬁ

2. The Lord 1s not slack in his promises. 2 Pet. 3:9. 2.
B. The fact that it is Impossible for God to lie gives use striong ¢ Ofi=#
solation, : '

l. Cod made promise {in which he could not lie) to Abraham. Heb. 6:
15"15 ®

2. God confirmed his promise with an oath (in which he could not
- lie.) Heb. 6:16-20,
3. 8ince 1t is impossible for God to lie in his promise and his
oath we are certain to receive the blessing which he promised.,
4, The certainity of receiving the blessing which he has promised
and conpfirmed with an oath is a strong consolation (encomragement)
to us "to lay hold upon the hope set before us." Heb. 6:18.
C. Bven though the Bible says God cannot lie, some still make God a
dbap, 1 dn. 1410,
IT. IMPOSSIBIE TO BE SAVED WITHOUT THE BLOOD OF CHRIST.
Al The. life is in the bloed. leve. 17311, ; ' )
B. Without the shedding of blood there is no remission., Heb. 9:22.
C. The blood of bulls andg goats could not4akeée away sins. Heb. 10:1-4,
D. It took the blood of Christ. Hebe 9:11-=14,
le Shed for the remisSion of sinms., Mt. 26:28,
2. Church purchased with his blood. Acts 20:28.

3. God set forth Christ to be a "propitiation trhough faith in his
bloed", Rom, 3:24,25, ‘ '
4, Justified by his blood. Rom. 5:9.°
5. Redemption through his blood. Eph. 1:7. i :
6. Made nigh to God through the blood of Christ. %ph. 2:12,13,
7. Redeemed with his blood. 1 Pet. 1:18,19, : ;
8. Washed us from our sins in his own blood. Rev. 1:5.
9. Those that enjoy the final state do so bécause they have washed
their robes in the blood of the Lamb., Rev. 7:13,14, ; i
E. Even the Christian continues to need the blood of Christ. 1 Jn. 1:7.
ITI, IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE GOD WITHOUT FAITH. Heb. 1ll:6,.
- WA. Falth means to do what is commanded and trust God for the promise.
b N 1. Before Enoch was translated he had the testimony that he pleased
[ ﬁq@ é?ﬁ'(??b.jll:S) but without faith it i1s impossible to pleasse God.
Y, AV eb. 1ll:6 : : :
%@Qi 2. Noah built an ark by faith (Heb. 11:7) but Gen. 6:14-16,22,
/SN show that this consisted of receiving and doing what God saild
) and trusting God for the promise. 3
. W B. God commands the alien sinner today-Mk. 16:16,

f /, %. Fai%ﬁ W%} do yhat God commanded and trust him for the promise.

Fal rea-L28 that "the things which i i i '
are possible with God." Lk, 18:86.27: . o o imPossible with men







2

i % ; }bi

N

IV. IT IS POSSIBIE TO 30 SIN AFTER BEING SAVED THAT IT WILL BE IMPOSSIBIE

TO BE RESTORED. Heb. 6:4-6,

A. One may sin after becoming a Christian and receive forgiveness.

1, Simon through repentance and prayer could have received forgive-
ness. Acts 8:22, :

2. A brother "overtaken in a fault" may be restored. Gal., 6il.

8. One that has "erred for the truth" may be converted. Jas. 5:19,20.

4, If we continue to walk in the light and confess our sins the blood
of Christ continues to "cleanse us from all sin," L Jn. 1:7-9,
5., The church at Ephésus had fallen from their first love but could
% still repent. Rev. 2:4,5,

B. But one that has been "enlightened, tasted of the heavenly gift, made
partaker of the Holy Ghost, tasted the good word of God and power of
world to come", if he "falls away"( "fell away" AS) "it is impossible
oeeto renew them agaln unto repentance." (Heb. 6:4~6)

l, He is an individual that has lost faith, rejects the atonement, etc.
2. He is one that is wilfully , deliberately turning his back upon
the only sacrifice that remains., Heb. 10:26-29.

Ce. Yes, friends I firmly bellieve a man reach the point that i% is 1lit-

erally impossible to renew him to repentamce. ; il

V. IMPOSSIBIE TO ENTER THE KINGDOM OF GOD WITHE¢THE NEW BIRTH. Jn. 335,64

A. No detour around the new birth. )
l, Saul was a highly educated man (A. 22:3) but he had to be born
- againe. A. 22:16, (The completion of the new birth)
2. Nbcodemus was a wealthy man (Jn. 19:39) but he had to be born
agein., Jn. 8:3,5.

3. The eunuch was a man with great authority under Candace, queen
~ of the Ethipians (A. 8:27) but he had to be born againe. A, 8:356-39,

B. & physical birth consists of a (1) Beggttal, and (2) A coming forth.

C, A spiritual birth consists_of a (1) Begettal, and (2) a coming forth.
l. Man 1s begotten by the ~pirit through the word. Eph. 6:17; Jas. 1l:

18§ 1 Peb, 131850V i
2. Man comes forth (completion of new birth) out of the water of
baptism. Rom. 6:3,4. ! .

D, The Pentecostians entered the church, kingdom. Acts 2:41,47. Since
one cannot enter the kingdom unless he 1s born again they must have
been born again. What did they do% :

l. They heard the gospel, Acts 2:21-36.
2. They believed what they heard., Acts 2:37.

3+ They repented and were baptized for the remission of sins. A, 2:38;
41.

VI, S(ME OTHER IMPOSSIBILITIES.
A. Impossible to come to Christ uless drawn by God through the gospel.
Jn., 6:44,45; Rom. 1:16; 2 Thess. 2:14, ;
Be. Impossible to be a disciple of Christ and not put him firs t. Lk, 14:
863 Mt, 103373 Mt, 6333, ;
Ce Impossible to serve God and the world at the same time. Mt. 6:24;
Rom. 6:16-18; Jas., 4:4; 1 Jn. 2:15~-17. :

D. Impossible to die in sins and still be saved. Jn. 8:21; 2 Thess. 1:
7-9; Rev. 21:27, :

Conclusion,

Even though the Bible clearly declares these impossibilities, some still
are trylng to be saved without the blood of Christ, please God without faith,

 live as if it were impossible to be lost, enter the kingdom without the new

birth, be a disciple without putting the Lord first, disregard the gosepl
which is God's power to save, and live in sin as if God would save in sin.
My friends, these things are impossiblities with God, according to his will,
which will not be changed.
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SHARE CHRIST OR LOSE HIM %

Intreduction, : ' ; ;
le Recently while studying in the home with a family the man said: nIf every church
in town was as active and concerned as this church it would be wonderful?" Then
he asked: "But den't you think every Christian must put forth an effort te win
others?h ‘ ' :
2, Many people ask why Chri tians are always wanting te tell ethers about the Lord and
- His kingdoms There are four good reascns: ; ; g
a. 'Woe is unte me, if I preach net the gospel." 1 Cor, 9:16,"
be Christians labor under the Great Cemmission. Mk, 16:15,1%, % g
n, 4

c. God's great leve for us moves us to tell others, 2 Cor, 5:
d, The Christian knows that unless he uses what he has he will lose it," Mt. 25:28,
3e The New Testament does not teach the laity, clergy classes, but it teaches:
a. That every Christian is a priest, 1 Pet, 2:9, ' ‘
b, That every Christian is saved to save others. Rome 7:h4 '
¢e That the early church grew rapidly because every Chribtian preached the word.,
Acts 8 2[{-0 2 ! . !
ds That it was only when Satan convinced the early Christians te leave soul=winning
to a few that the growbth of the kingdom slewed down and the dark ages came,
Le In every church this sign could be erected: WANTED: GOOD SALESMAN,
a. Recently a friend was asked by an outsider why the church of Christ was gorwing

So rapidly: "It has always been a good preduct, but new it has more sales-
men,"

be The Lord needs good salesmen,
(1) Peter said: 1 Pet, 3:l5,
(2) Pavl said: Col, 4:6.
5. What are the characteristics of a good salesman?

Discussien,
T. A GOOD SALESMAN MUST FIRST KNOW HIS PRODUCT.
As One cannot be a successful salesman unless he knows his product,
B. One nust know the Lord and his will fer man if he would sell Him te men.
» Peter said "sanctify the Lerd Ged in your hearts." 1 Pet, 3:15,
2 Paul desire to "know him."(Phil, 3:8-10)
IT. A GOOD SALESMAN MUST KNOW HOW TO MAKE GOOD USE OF HIS TIME.
As The salesman that wastes Lime is the salesman that will lose his Jjobe
Bs Christians are admonished to "redeem the time" or "make the most of the time,"
Ephe 5:15,16, )
l. Waste is sinful indeed and it costs so much.,
2 By careful planning of our time we can win one soul a year,
IIT. A GOOD SALESMAN MUST BE ENTHUSIBSTIC ABOUT HIS PRODUCT.
A. If a salesman is indifferent and inconcerned about his preduct, hew can he sell
others on it, To be enthusiastic he must believe his customer needs the product,
B, If Christians are lukewarm about the claims of Christ on us, hew can we s ell
others on Christ?
Ce Let us stimulate our faith wntil zeal for the cause of Christ will consume us,
1. It was said of Christ: "The zeal of thone heuse hath eaten me upe" Jn, 2:17.
2+ Christians are to be zealous==Titus 280k o
De Let!'s let others see: ‘ ‘
1, The peace we have in Christ. Rom, Dl
2+ The joy of being a Christian, Phil, bhile
3+ The pewer it brings us. Phil, L4213,
IVe A GOOD SALESMAN MUST KNOW HOW TO SELL.
A. He must possess tack in the highest degree, :
B. Pazl put it this way: "That ye may know how ye ought te answer every man." Col,
l{.:o

Co Paul asked the Ephesians to pray for him that he might speak the mystery of the
gospel "as I ought to speak." Lph, 6:20,




D. When Jesus sent for the the twelve he admenished them te be "wise as speperts",
Mte 10:16.
Ee You can not be indifferent. te the opportinities of learning how,
V. A GOOD SALESMAN MUST HAVE AN INCENTIVE TO SELL.
A. Companies are regularly having sales talks, contests, promotions, etc, as incen-
tives. T j
B. Jesus offers the greatest incentives of all to be a salesman for him,
1, The knowledge that we are doing his will in winning souls, Rom. 7:le
2, The assurance that no effort, regardless of how small, will go unappreciated.
Mke 9shl. rraid. 35
3, The realization that in saving others we are saving ourselves, é Time 42:1l6e
L The happiness it brings to those that ebey. (More than 30 this year in this
congregation,)

Conclusione

1. I appeal to everyone of you tokbecemb a better salesman for thebLerd. Christ neeas
more, :

2,  The preduct is perfect. The potential customers are unlimited. The need ferrthe
product is dire, The results are plentiful.

n" )
3. Ohk eithers shares Christ or loses Christ.}



THE UNITY FOR WHICH CHRIST PRAYED N
: John 17:20~22-- .

fﬁtroduction.

On the night our Lord was betrayed he prayed the prayer, as recorded in
John 17, to God the Father. First he prayed fro himself (Jn., 17:1=- 8),
second he prayed for. the apostles "that they may be one, as we are.8fdn.
17:9-19)., Last he prayed for all that would believe on ‘him "that they all
may be one." (Jn. 17:20-26) =,

Jesus knew how to pray. I we had been there  we would have said "amen"
to his prayer and then gone out and worked for the unlty for which he
prayed. Jesus not pray for unity and then go out and establish a plurality
of churches and become the autor of Differing gospels that cause division.
Christ is not divided. (1 Cor. 1:13) He established only one church,

(Mt. 16:18) There is only. one spiritual Body. (Eph. 4:4; 1 Cor, 12:20)

Discussion,

I. CHRISTIANS MUST BE. UNITED AND LIVE IN PEACE WITH ONE ANOTHER.
A. God is not the author of confusion, but of peace-l Cor., 14: 53.
. God is the "God of peace." 1 Thess. 5:23.
o Our Savior is our peace and the Prince of Peace-Isa., 9:6,7; Eph. 2:14.
The church or kingdom is a kingdom of peace=Rom. 14:17,
The gospel 1s called the gospel of peace=Eph, 6:15,
They are to dwell together in peace~Psa, 133:1,
The church at Jerusalem was united and the members were at psace ]
with one another,
l, All that believed were together-Acts 2:44,
2. Of one heart and one soul=Acts 4:32,
3. What the apostles preached pleased the whole multltude-A 6:5a,
4, BEarly Christians assembled with one accord=-Acts 15:25.
H., They are to follow things which make for peace-Rom, 14:19,
I. They are to live in peace-2 Cor,., 13:11.
J. They are hotstpibttéocgndhdevour one another=Gal., 5:14,15,
K. Christians have heen brought into peace wibth one another-Eph. 2:14-16,
L. They are to strive together-Phil, 1:27,
M
N.

Q-hEUOQW

. They are to be llke-minded, having the same love, being of one ac-
cord, of one mind=-Phil, 2:2,
The peace of God 1s to rule the hearts of Christians=Col., 3:15,
O, They are to be at peace among themselves-1l Thess, 5:13,
P. They are to follow peace-Heb, 12:14,
Q. They must not have envy and strife among themselves=-Jas.,®:13,
II. WHAT KIND OF UNITY AND PEACE IS TO PREVAIL AMONG THE MEMBERS OF THE
CHURCH?
A. The same kind of unity that exists between Christ and God.
l, Christ prayed that the apostles might be one "as we are." (Jn., 17:11)
2. Christ prayed that all his disciples might be one "even as we are
ene," (Jn, 17:22)
B, The same kind of unity that prevails among the members of the phy-
sical bodys.
l. A recognition that each member #s-a part wof the body-l Cor. 12:
14-20,
2. A recognition that each member!' s part, regardless of how feeble,
is essential-l Cor, 12:21-24, épd/ 5-"/[-‘/
3, Each member having the same care one for another 1l Cor, 12:26=8'
C. The same kind of unity that prevailed in the church at Jerusalem.-
Acts 4:32,
o l., Men think and reason in their hearts-Mt. 9:4; Mk. 2:6., But they
were of one heart-A, 4:32. There they were one or united in their
thinking and reasoning.



2. We understand with the heart=Prov. 8:5; Mt., 13:15, But they were
of one heart-A. 4:32, Therefore they were one or united in under-
standing. (R :

3. With the heart man belisveth~Rom. 10:10. But they were of one
heart-A, 4:52. Therefore they were one or united in faith-Phil,

L3827 ;. BPh . 4u5ii ’ :

4. We purpose in our hearts-Dan, 1:8; 2 Cor. 9:7. But they were of
one heart-A, 4:32. There they were one or united in purpose. -

5. Men are to love with the heart-Mt., 22:37; 1 P&t, 1:22, But they

were of one heart-A. 4:52, Therefore they were one or united in
affections., '

Conclusion.

The unity for which Christ. prayed 1s possible. The very fact that he
prayed for it indicated its possibility. The church in Jerusalem was the
first church of ‘hrist and it had in it the unity for which Christ prayed,
The reason that Christ gave for having this unity (Jn. 17:20,21) should

cause each Christian. to put forth his best effort to help he church be
united, ¢ :
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WIVES OF ELDERS AND DEACONS
I Tim., 3:11

INTRODUCTION

1l A man's wife may disqualify him as an elder, as a deacon or as an effective
gospel preacher,

2, Generally no consideration is given to the wife of an individual that is being
considered as an elder or deacon.

3 But the Holy Spirit thought the matter important enough to give some qualifi-
. cations,

4 The wives must be:

DISCUSSION
I, Grave, I Tim., 3:11,
A, The meaning of the Greek word ''grave" is August, venerable, reverend;
to be venerated for character, honorable; sedate; dignified; serious
minded.
B This does not mean she can never have any amusement, but a giddy, flippant,
shallow-minded person is not suited for such a position.
Co She was to be dignified or respectable.
II. Not Slanderers., I Tim. 3:11,
A, To accuse false, used to refer to those that find fault with the demeanour
and conduct of others and spread their criticisms throughout the church,
B. Slanderer is translated from the same word as devil--an accuser, a slanderer.,
Co A busy-body, gossiper is condemned repeatedly in the Bible. I Tim., 5:13.
Die She will have access to reliable information which may not need to be

repeated.
I1II, "Sober" (NJV) "Temperate" (ASV-RSV)
A, '"Denotes of sound mind; hence, self-controlled, sober-minded.

B. Temperance:
1, Was preached by the apostles=--A., 24:25,
2, Must be practiced by all that strive for mastery. I Cor. 9:25,
3. Is a part of the fruit of the Spirit. Gal. 5: 22, 23,
4, Is one of the Christian graces., II Pet., l: 5-7,

IV, "Faithful in all things." (KJV) '"Perfectly trustworthy," (Williams Goodspeed
Translations)

A, Faithful in doctrine--Eph. 4: 14,

Bo Faithful to God=--Rev., 2: 10,

Ce Faithful to husband--Eph. 5: 22-25,

D, Faithful to children=-I Tim. 5: 14; Tit., 2: 3=5,

E. Faithful to whatever is committed to their confidence.

CONCLUSION
Surely, such a woman is one like Solomon described in Proverbs 31: 10-31,
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ELDERS B/sE
I Tim, 3:1-7; Tit., 1l:5-11

INTRODUCTION

l. Within the next few weeks it is the desire of our present elders that we appoint
more elders and deacons. For this reason we are bringing lessons on the subject.,

2 In discussing this subject several extremes can be encountered.
a. Having our minds already made up on certain points and refusing to consider
further evidence.
b. Two views are generally encountered about how many elders there ought to be:
(1) Some believe that every man meeting the qualifications ought to be
appointed.,
(2) Others believe we ought to have as few as possible.
(3) What is the answer?
a., First the Bible does not say how many?
bo Second there was always a plurality., A. 14:23,
¢, FEach church should have the number of elders necessary for

accomplishing the work in a proper and efficient and worthy
manner.,

c. Another thing encountered here is:
(1) Several have been crying for two or three years we need more elders,
(2) But then the cry 'we don't have anyone qualified."

3. In view of all these things it seems there is a great need for this study.
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Introduction, =7
A study of the Bible heart i1s a most important one, Some hearts need

to be changed and it is most important that man's heart be right because

God locks on the heart, (1 Sam, 16:7) The heart is the source of all con=-

dcut. LProv, 4:23) There is a vast amount of misunderstanding on the part

of the religious world and many Christians regarding the heart. (The heart

as many see it.)

Discussion.
I. WHAT IS THE HEART? 1 PGl §i A2~
A. The word heart may refer to the blood-pumping heart-2 Sam, 18:14; —
l. Absalom died when thrust through the heart with darts.
2. The people on the day of Pentecost did not die when pierced in
the heart with the gospel. :
3. Thus two diff'erent hearts must be talked about,
Be Th%'word heart may refer to the center or middle of anything-Eze, 27:
4:fsa., 46:2.
Ce The heart of the inward man means:
l, The affections of the mind.

a, Matt, 6:20,21--Possible for a man to live on earth and his
heart (affections) to be in heaven, ;

b, 2 Sam., 15:6-Absalom "stole the hearts of the men of Israel,"
(He stole or won their affections)

ce 1 Kings 11:1-10--Solomon's wives turned his heart (affections)
from God to idols,

2. The mind, understanding, the whole moral inner man.,

a, Luke 24:38; Acts 8:22--".,,why do thoughts arise in your
hearts?"w=-a thought is a mental act--a mental act is an opera-
tion of the mind.

b. Hosea 7:11--"Ephraim also is like a silly dove with'4# heart,"
Heart is the opposite of silly--A silly person is one without
understanding--idence the heart means the understanding.

c. Dan, 4:16,3486lebuchadnezzar was given a new heart--After 7
years his understanding returned to him--Thus must be the same,

d, Heb, 8:10~-~Compared with--Heb, 10:16,

IT. THE CHARACTER OF THE HEART.
Av The Bible presents a very dark picture of the unconverted hearte--
Jer, 17:9; Matt, 15:19, MAR N, 7:2/~33
B The character of a man's heart is seen in hls conduct,
le A good heart will show itself in the practice of good things=NMt.
1225597
2. An evil heart will bring forth evil things=--Mt, 12:35Db.
3, Simon sinned because his heart was not right--Acts 8:21.
4, Sometines we defend the evil conduct of one by saying, "He does
these things, but he's a good man at heart." This is not true,
C. The words of one's mouth reveals what is in his heart--"for out of
the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh," Matt, 12:34,
l. A person that is always talking a bout God, Christ and the church
has a heart filled eith these things.
2. A person that is cursing, swearing telling jokes has a heart fill-
ed with these things,
III. THE EXERCISE OR FUNCTIONS OF THE HEART. (Put this part on the board)

A, Intellect. , C, Will,
1. Thinks--Prov, 23:7, G£/. 615 1, Purposes--2 Cor, 9:7.
2. Understands--Matt, 13:15, 2, Intends--Heb, 4:12,
b, Belleves--Rom., 10:10. 3. Obeys=-=Rom, 6:17,

& 'Be*Emotions,
1 1, Desires--Roms 10:l.: ) W_/Q,j % 7. b

‘25 Loves~=Matt,-22:37% VT b )
3, Trusts--Prov, 3:5. ’ : /%,2{ Ll



®°

o Bt tobvi swme 19d8q

Jo goefqus aedoad @ sT euo od0Jeq jaeey JO ofuryo ® oq- 48N 8xsyyg . °*JsTIYD
gnsep JO UOTITTL Y3 Ut nasd quegqaodut Laea ' sheTd qa8ey eUg ‘sex

e | eUOTSUTOUO)



| THE BIBLE HEART NO. 2 YT G
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4

Introduction,

Having shown in the previous study what the heart is, the character of
the heart and the functions of the heart., It is our purpose in this study
to takk about the change of heart and how it is accomplished, Also the
purity of heart and its importance.,

Discussion.
I. WHAT TAKES PLACE IN THE CHANGE OF HEART?
A. The affections, mind and understanding must be changed,
B, The Intellect must be Changed,
l, The heart thinks=-Thus all evil thoughts must be changed-Isa, 55:
7e
2, The heart understands--The sinner s understanding is darkened-
Eph, 4:18=The entrance of God's word gives understanding=-Psa,
119:130,
3., The heart believes--Man's belief must be changed-Faith is based
on testimony-Thus man must hear right to believe right<Rom, 10:
17 Mk 163165,16,
C. The Emotions must be Changed,
l, The heart desires-=In changing it must desire the right things-
Prov, 11:23,
2. The heart loves--It must not love the world-l John 2:15=Must love
the Lord thy God--Matt, 22:37.
3, The hearts trusts--In being changed it ceases to trust in self
and trusts in the Lord--Prov, 3:5,
D, The Will must be Changed.
1. The heart intends--Man must not intend to do evil for such is
wrong in God's sight--Mt. 5:28,
2., The heart purposes=-In changing man must purpose to cease serve
ing Satan and resolve to serve Jehovah,
5. The heart obeys, or man obeys from the heart--Man must not obey
Satan but the Lord--Heb, 5:9.
ITI. HOW IS THE HEART CHANGED?
A. The Intellect 1s changed by Testimony.
1, Lawyers present facts and conclusions unto jarors to change their
intellect,
2. God, through the facts of the gospel, changes the intellect of
the alien sinner--John 20:30,31.
B, The emotions of man are changed by attractions,
1, The affections of a young man are turned from one young lady to
another by her power to attract. o/ = S k5! [ —
2, In the same way God turns the affections of the sinner from the
world to him thru his love §1 John 4:19) manifested in Christ=--
(John 3:16; Rom. 5:8)
Coe The will of man is changed by motives,
1, Parents use rewards and punishments to change the will of dis-
obedient children,
2. God changes the will of the sinner in the same way-Rom, 2:4; Acts
796 1000 1091530y BLENIAL SN eandnd Ve,
III. THE PURITY OF HEART. 3i !
A. Man must have a’ pure heart to see God-Matt. 58, ) .
1. ‘Christians are to love one another with a pure heart 1 Pet 1'22'
: 10T DIMGE BR2250 rus
-~ 2+ The end'o¥ purpose. of the gospel is a pure heart-l Tim. 1 5
1B, What 1s the purity of heart?
1, It is more than the change of heart although a change of heart
precedes and 18 neceSsary to pruity of heart,
2. Purity of heart is the heart cleansed, purified and made  free' from
'8in’and® the guiltiof sin. i
C, How: is the heart made pure or cleansed9
1s By the blood of Christ-=-1 John 1:7; Ref. l 53 Col. 1 14,
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DISCOURAGEMENT
I Cor. 10: 1-11; Rom. 15: &

INTRODUCTION,

1. Tell, in story form, the history of Isarel from the time of the increased bondage
to the east side of Jordan. Exodus 1 ff,

2. From all this history your attention is directed to three occasions of discourage-
ment in the history of Israel and why?

DISCUSSION,
T. Num., 21: 4-9. "The soul of the people was much discouraged. . ."
A. The discouraged were God's people.
B. The reason for the discouragement--"because of the way."
C. 1It's very easy for members of the church to become discouraged today.
1. Preachers become discouraged and quit.
2. Elders become discouraged. One of the elders in this town said to me,
"It's so discouraging to put forth so much effort and see so little response."
Teachers become discouraged.
Personal workers become discouraged.
Members become discouraged.
D. We must not grow discouraged. Gal. 6: 9; II Thess. 3: 13; Heb. 12: 1-3,

(S8 S V]
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A BACKSLIDER
Heb, 3:12,13

{ {
Introdictien, : - ' : y
le Read a number of verses emphasizing faithfulness, Mt, 10:22; Acts 2:42; 1,:22
1 Cor, 15:58; Gal. 6:9; Hebs 12:1;Ja8, 1:12; 2 Pet, 1310,11; Rev, 2:103 22:1h4. WHY?
~+ ALL OF THESE, VERSES PLAINLY EMPHSIZE THAT ONLY THE FAITHFUL WILL BE SAVED ETERVALLY,
2. As a gospel preacher it is my responsibility te help you te be faithful, ;

a. By reminding yeu eof things you may already knew, 1 Tim, 4:6.

be B y coentinuing in the dectrine, 1 Tim. 4:16. ' :

c. By reproving, rebuking, and exherting. 2 Tim, 4:1-5,

3¢ As a gospel preacher it is alse my responsibility te peint out danger signs te yeur

spiritual success, because: .

a. It is only as you recognize the dangers signals that you will de anything abeub
your condition., The American Cancer Seciety has leng warned the public. ef
"Seven Dan-er Signalse" :

b. There are likewise danger signals in serving the Lerd,

he Thus: .

weo

Discussien,
I. WHO IS A BACKSLIDER? ‘ "
A. The thought cemmonly prevails teday that a backslider is ene that has Just
. completely quit the church---he is, but are there others? ‘
Be Backslider:

l. "To fall away or relapse from a previeusly adopted faith, pesitien, er line
of cenduct; revert te an earlier and werse conditien,® "Te lapse merally or
spiritually in the preactice of religien." (Webster) ! *

2+ "A backslider is one who has gene backward instead ef forward, He is one who
once knew the Lord, whe has now ferskken Him; he is one wheo has gere back
inte the ways of the world; he isene whe has lest the zeal and interest that
characterized him immediately follewing his cenversion." (Donald Hunt{

a, He has gone backward instead ef forward,
be He has new fersaken the Lord,
ce. He has gone back inte the ways of the werld.,
d. He has lest the zeal and interest that ence characterized him,
II. IS _IT POSSIBLL TO BACKSLIDER? ,
A, Tt is not only pessible, but it is happening te nearly 50% of those baptized inte
Christ,

Be 17 times the word backslide appears in the Bible, all in the 0,T., 13 times in

Jeremiah, ' i

Ce Jesus Christ witnessed some backsliding during his Personal ministry. Jn. 6:66,
Ds Christians are warned:
1. 1 Cer. 10:12,
2. Hebo 3 s12,
E. Some peeple are bent en backsliding from the Lerd, Hes. 11:7,
ITT, WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENT WAYS ONE MAY BACKBLIDE?
A, One of the mest ebvieus ways of backlsiding is te just fersake the Lord,
1, Israel in their backsliding had fersaken the Lerd, Jer., 2:19.
2, Demas ferseok Paul, 2 Tim, A4:10,
B. Another ebvieus way of backsliding is to just ge back and engage in the ways of
the world, 2 Pet, 2:20,21, :
Ce A way of backsliding that is not se ebvieus is te backslide in heart, ﬁ%ov. 131k,
1. Israel did backslide in heart, Ex, 16:3. ‘
2+ Israel lusted after that they formerly enjeyed, HNum, 11:4ff; CR. 1 Cax. 10:6s
3¢ One can backlside in heart teday., Lusting after ene's former manner of live,
because lusting is sin, even though ene may net actually engage in the actof
sin,
Ds Cne can backlside by lesing his zeal and interest fer the Lerd, Rev. 2:Le




IV. WHAT ARFE SOME EXCUSES GIVEN FOR BACKSLIDING? .

A, "Ibs se discoukaging. JYou try te help peeple and they wen't let you., You try to

teach people and they won't listen, May family won't help me."
B "Bro. Se and Se hasn't dene me right se I just quit.”
1, Jesus didn't quit because Peter didn't de him right.
2, Jesus didn't quit because Judas didn't de him right, . .
3, Paul and Barnabas had sharp contentien, but neither quit. A. 15:39.
Ce "I just den't like the way some things are dene, se I quit."
D. "My suggestions are not even considered and appreciated, so It1l just stay- eut
of the work," . ; "

Ve WHAT IS YOUR CONDIRION AND NEED IF YOU HAVE BACKSLIDDEN?
A, What is your condition and need if yeu have lest your zeal and interest?
1. The Lerd has semething against you. Rev. 2:4,
2. What is yeur need? You need to repent and get busy. -Rev. 2:5.
B. What is your conditien and need if yef have net only left, but have gone back
inte the ways ef the werld?
1. Your condition., 2 Pet, 2:20,2l,
a., Worse than at beginning.
b. Better not te have known truth.
c. Like the dog and swine,
2. Repent, pray and confess is your need., Acts 8:22; Jas. 5: 116
C. Backsliders need te reburn to the Lord and let him heal you. Hes. Lyl h.

Conclusion,

1l. Remember, only those that continue falthfully in the hepe of the gespel have the
promise of eternal life, Col, 1:23,

2. If you are a backlsider you are net faithful, : Why net de Ged's will new?



AL,

SEVEN WORDS FROM THE CROSS

Tnbreduction, ~

1. During eur Lerd's Personal Ministry he chese several places from which he did his
preaching and teaching~--we will call them pulpits. s
a. One ene eccasien he chese a crewded street in Jeriche as his pulpit. Ik, 19,
be On another eccasien he stepped inte the bew ef a ship. Mt. 13,

c.’ The greatest sermen ever preached (Mt. 5,6,7) was preached on a meuntain-side,
d. Many times he preached in the temple,
e, The last message preached by eur Lerd was frem the pulpit ef the cress. :

2. Describe the sveurging, carrying ef the cress, nailing te the cress, and what he
saw while en the cress,

a, Our Lerd while en the cwess uttered seven statements,
be In 4,000 years of Jewish histery the dying werds ef enly 3 men are recorded,
(1) Jaceb, the first Israelite, A

(2) Meses, the first lawgiver,
(3) Stephen, the first maptyr.
ce The dying werds ef eur Lerd live on,

3. We need te consider the seven stateéments of eur Lerd frem the cress when we realize
§l) There was never a pulpit like the pulpit ef the cress. (2) There was never an
audience like that assembled at Calvary, and (3) There was never a preacher like the
dying Christ, X

£l

Discussien, ’ ’ :
I. "FATHER, FORGIVE THEM; FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO."™ = Ik, 23:88. s i
A, The first werd speken by eur Lerd was te his enemies, the second werd te a sinner,
and the third werd te a saint. '
Be It is te bé expected that when one is dying he will have semething te say.,
1, Men sentenced te be executed teday are generally asked if they have any final
words. : ;
2+ These that 'were executed generally had semething te say and all &xpectedithe
Lord te de se.
Ce Our Lord speke woeds of mercy--"Father, for give them?" .
l, Whe? Jews, Hered, Pilate, etc, . H o
2¢ Why? Fer they knew net what they de, |
3¢ When was that prayer answered? ’
a, Not while he was en the cress.
be Not during the forty days., A
Ce But en the day ef Pentecest when Peter's sermon wasinterrupted, "What shall
we do?" (I've never had my sermens interrupted) ;
De You and I had a part in the érucifixien. He died for our sins, If these people
had te repent and be baptized te be fergiven, then we must do the same,
II. 'TODAY SHALT THOU BE WITH ME IN PARADISE." IK. 23:43.
As The secend word speken by eur Lerd was te a thief.
1. When Jesus was on the cress he was abused even by the thieves, but ene relented
and begged the Lerd te remember, He had the cervage te accept him thre,
2. People often argue abeut whether the thief was saved or not.
as I believe he was saved, er else Paradise is without meaning,
be Consider Paradise,
3¢ Then people ask, "Can I be saved like the thief?"
&+ Do you want te be on a cress, turn te the Lerd and beg?
be "Oh, that's net what I mean." I knew what you mean, You mean, can I be
saved witheut being baptized. '
Co First ene would have te preve the thief was net abptized, Cf, Mbt, 3:l=b,
0. de Second, Heb, 9:16,17, says (Quete) The thief was saved under the0.C., we
) live under the NEw C. which requires baptizm, Geeorge Washingten, Themas,
Jeffersen, Abraham Linceln, Andrew Jacksen, didn't pay income taxes, Suppese
I tried te get around it by saying they didn't. It weuldn't werk because
they lived befere the law requiring such was enacted,
B . We live under a law which requires mente be baptized,




ITI.

iv.

"WOMAN, BEHOLD THEY SONI®"  (Jn, 19326) - - -MBEHOLD THEY MOTHER." (JN. 19:27)

A. The third werd speken by eur Lerd was speken te his mether.
Bo A number of things must have fleeded Mary's mind as she ebserved her Sen en tle
Crosse
C. But when Jesus leoked at her he said, "Weman, heheld they Son.“
1le The Lerd was not belling her teo leek at him, but leok at Jehn wh§ frem this
' day forward will be yeur sen.
2. Jolm was'te behold his mether and frem that day ferward te care for her.

‘Do Christian are te care for their parents,

1. One that does net care fer his parénts is werse than an infidel, 1 Tim, 5 8
2, There is net a church in this town that would fellewship an infidel, yet
Paul says a Christian that will net care fer his parents is werse than an
infidel,
UMY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME?" Mt. 27:46.

Ve

VIl

K, The fourth werd was spoken abeut the 9th heur er 3:00 in the afterneen.

B, Many unusual and terrible events have happened since the death ef Christ, but
the sun didn't cease, On this day the sun blushed in shame,

Ce God had actually fersaken his Son., He made him sin fer us and these sins
actually separated God and his Sen, 2 Cere 5:21,

THE FIFTH WROD WAS "I THIRST," T 1G:28

R, Jesus Christ Whe créated everything thirsted.

Be "I thirst™ is his-humanity speaklng and it reveals Christ as ene of us.
1, Heb, 2:9,10,14,16-18, He is like us.
2, Heb, L4:14=16, He can be teuched,

THE SIXTH WORD WAS "IT IS FINISHED." JN. 19:30. ; Mo

A, He came teo fulfill the law and bring redemptien te all men - Mo 5:17,18,

Be. He finished the work Ged gave him te do. Jn. 17:k4. . ; '

THE Sh@:!;H WORD "FATHER, INTO THY HANDS I COMMEND MY SPIRTIT." IK, 23% L6,

A, Even in death Christ "committed himself te him that judgest righteously."
1'Pet, 2:23, . '

Be He could have said what Paul did "I have fought a goed fight. . M2 Tim, /4:6=8,

Ce Can you cemmend your soul te the Lord?

Yo

Cenclusion, ‘ . .

1, The Lord!s word is finished, but it our$? He laid the feundatlen, but we must live
and build thereen, He gave the turth, but we must teach it.

2. Jesus is still en trial every time we face a chéice,

3e You must make a break with sin and accept the Lerd,
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THE FOLLY OF DELAY

1. Jesus Christ came to this earth and llved among men for 33 years.

12
be
Ce

He stayed on earth 40 days after his resurrection. A. 1:3.
One the day he ascended he gave the great commission, Mk, 16 8153 16
Even at the time ascended hwo men dressed in white said he would return. -A+-1:1]

2+ You know the story that Jesus died for you, what he told you to do. Why do you
delay'? =
3e Three scritpures will begin our thinking:
a, "hke speed, haste and stay not."™ 1 Sam, 20:38,

be
Cc

Le It

D:Ls.

David said ""the king's business required haste.," (1 Sam. 12:8,

Again David said, "I made haste and delayed not to keep thy commandments,"”
' Psa, 119:60, »

is foolish and dangerous to wait,

'I. DELAY T35 AN INDICATION OF UNBELIEF. - :

Ao
Be

Ce

De

E,

L Ls

If a doctor told you that you needed surgery -in order to live what would ydu do?
It would depend upon whether or not you believed hinm,

Tonight at 12:00 Bro,. is going to throw $100,000 from the top of the
auditorium in $20 bills? Where will you be at 11:307

The childfen of Israel were in captivity, God delivered #hem and brought them
to Kadest~barnea, (Tell intervening events) ‘ ,

l. They sent 12 spies into Canaan, 10 spies gave a report that we can't take the
" land--2 said we can, .

2+ The congregation believed the 10 and lingered, delayed to go in,

3e Why? Hebs 3:18,19 said they could not enter in because of unbelief,

You've heard about the man who stretched a wire across Niagara Falls., "He rolled
a wheel barrow across the Falls on a wire, When he returned to the bank, the
roup who saw his feat gave him a round of applause, He asked, 'How many of you
think I could take a man in the wheel-barrow and roll him across”' Almost every
hard was raised, He said MAll right, one you get in and let's go.," He didn't
get a taker; not a one., Oh, they belleved he could do it, but no one was w:."l.:l_:mb
to commit himself to his care."

If you really believe with all your heart in God if you rea.lly believe Jesus

is the Son of God, if you really believe you are in sin, if you really believe
you!ll face God J_n judgment, if you really believe you'll burn in hell if you
don't obey the gospel you will obey., The fact you haven't yet is an indication
of unbelief,

DELAY IS TO TEMPT GOD?

Ao
Be

Ce

D.

We canmmot tempt God to sin. Jas, 1:13,

But we can tempt God in the sense of putting him to proof.,

1, The Deveil tempted the Lord to put God to proof, Mt. 4:5-7. God has so
promised butto foolishly place my self in danger is to tempt God to let me
die,

2o When you refuse to obey the gospel you are tempting God to let you die in
that condition,

We can tempt God by trying his patience, '

1. Israel tried the patience of God, Num, 14:22,23; Psa, P8:56; 1 Cor. 10:9.

2, Just as e child tiies the patiente of the parents so man can try God,

3+ God is patient. Rom, 2:4; 2 Pet, 3:9,15,

Lo But even the patience of God can be worn thine
a. God's mtience grew thin when David moved the ark contrary to God's will,

2 Sam, 6:1ff,
b. It grew thin when Korah, Dathan and Abiram plotted against Moses, Num,
16:1£1,

Some of you are trying God's patience and are saying "God you wouldn't let me
die unprepared," You've heard the truth time after time but done nothinge.



ITI. DELAY IS DISOBEDIENCE, '
A, FEIiX delayed in obeying God and lived in disobedience, A, 2h,22),,25,
Be Every day you delay you are disobeying, it matters not why you wait.
le One man said to Jesus "Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.n
- Mbe 8:21, He wanted to wait. :

2¢ Man has many excuses, but you are living in disobedience every day you delay,
IV. DELAY TS A STUMBLING BLOCK, 1

A. Jesus teaches the seriousness of being a stumbling block, Mt, 18:6,7.

Be Many husbands and wives are stumblingblocks to each obher through delay,
Ve DELAY IS FATILURE,

A, The deffay on the part of the captain of the Titantic; to take precautions ré-
sulted in failure, '

Bg Man in St. Louis had every opportunity to obey the gospel, but he waited too
Ce I read about a man that owned an owl and -bragged that it could whip anything with
feathers., Another man with a rooster made the same brag, They put them in a c, e
and the rooster flogged the owl to death., His owner always explained the owlts ~
failure to fight "He's just thinking,™ The moral is that the owl died thinking,
De There is a great lesson here., How many people have you known that died thinking
about doing the Lord's will?
1, The Lord will not ask "Did you intend to obey the gospel?" but "Did you obey
the gospel?n
2+ Peter asked "what shall be the end of them that obey not the gospel of God?"
i Peto Ll»:l7o ’ i

3¢ Paul answered that "they shall be punished with everlasting punishment," 2
Thesse 1:7=9) . g .

Conclusion

1. Urgency is'the theme of the Bible. The dJailor and his house obeyed after midnight,
A, 16:25ff, i _The eunuch obeyed immediately,

|
2. Why are you waiting?

3+ Closing passages Psa, 119:60,
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SOME FACTS . YOU. NEED, .T:0 /A FACE
medks 15311=19-

Int, e
le There is no lesson that needs to be more pressed upon our minds than the lesson of
"Facing the Facts." There are at least two good reasons:
&, We live in an age when men refuse to face facts.
(1) Refuse to face fact about our national budget,
(2) Refuse to face facts about Communism and Cabholicisms
(3) Refuse to face realities of life and go to bottle
(4) Fathers and mothers refuse to face facts about their children sometimes,
be It's only when one faces facts that one will really change.
2+ The son that left home "came to himself," v, 17, Implies that he had been beside
himself, He faced the facts. He was homeless, hungry, penniless, while his father's
servants had plenty,
3¢ Just like this boy there comes a time in all our lives that we have to face facts;

reality,
a. In school, ce. Relative to health,
be In business, d, Financially,

Le We must face certain Biblical facts:

Discussion,
L. GENERAL FACT--="WHATSOEVER A MAN SOWETH, THAT SHALL HE ALSO REAP,® Gal. 6:7,8.
A, In the realm of seeds one always reaps what one sows,
Be In the realm of every day activities we reap what we sow, _
1, Those that engage in sexual activities outside of marriage will reap what they
sow---disease, pregnancy, shame, etc,
2+ Those that engage in drinking and such practices will reap what they sow,
3+ Those that refuse to face the facts about every day affairs of marriage will
reap what they sow,
Ce In the spiritual realms one reaps as one sows.
1, Israel of old sowed the wind, but they reaped the whirlwind, Hosea 8:7.
2. The wages of sin is death, Rom, 6:23.
IT. YOU NEED TO FACE THE FACT OF LIFE ITSELF.
A, We are alive - we feel, think, reason, and know,
l. Life is not a senseless dream,
2. "Life is real, life is earnest,
And the grave is not its goal;
Duest thou art to dust returnest,
was not spoken of the soul," ‘
Be We must accept the brevity of life, Job, 14:1,2.
Ce We must be constantly aware of the uncertainity of life., Jas, L4:13,14.
D, We must realize the purpose of life,
1. Life did not originate by accidnet nor is it without a purpsoe,
2+ The Divine purpose for life is pla'nly revealed in the scriptures, Feccle, 12:
1.
E. We must take into account the destiny of life, Fccle. 12:7,
III. YOU MUST FACE THE FACT OF DEATH, '
A. Death is appointed unto all men., Heb, 9:27.
Be Men look at death in different ways.
ls Jacob faced death, when hethought Joseph was dead, as a man that "refused to be
comforted," Gene. 37:35. ’
2. David, on the other hand, faced death as a fact. 2 Sam, 12:15-25.
Ce Have you faced the fact that death is a reality?
1Ve YOU NEED TO FACE THE FACT THAT THERE WILL BE A JUDGMENT
A. EVIRYONE will stand before thegreat white throne, Mt. 25:31=3/.
Be Bveryone will appear before the judgment seat, 2 Cor. 5:10.
- G Everyone will be judged according th the things written in the books. Rev. 20:11-15.




D. You will be in the judgment and the”soon'er you ‘face this fact the better,

Conclusione

1, The easiest course is "like the proverbial ostrick", to hide one's head in the sand. =

+ 2, But refusing to face the facts won't change the facts.
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APPOINTMENT OF ELDERS AND DBACONS
1 Cor. 14:40

) fntroduction.

2. Bub consider some of the different things that were done when the church was togethers —
a. "They continued stedfastly « . " A 2:41

- 'b’;”géfg‘éﬁmeﬁmés guestioned the action of certain members before the whole church, =

Ce They sometimes called the group together to discuss problems, A. 6. g

~d, Sometimes there was testimony before the congregation in behalf of another, A, 9:26,27.

e, Sometimes the church was gabthered together to give a report on what was dones As 14;27.

b fse On some occasions matters of trouble and discipl}ine were reported to w’g,rhgmwhole

church, Mt. 18:17; 1 Cor. 5.
-3, Now all-this has been said, ti emphasize that our servige will be different today.
 ho Lebl's consider:

B A AT T O
T. THREE PRINCIPLES TO BE OBSERVED IN SELECTING AND APPOINTING ELDERS AND DEACONS,

N. "Let all things be done decently and in order," 1 Cor, 4:40e

~B. Tet all things be done unselfishly and with love for the congregation.

¢y Co Let every act be done with a view of maintining and preserving the wity of the
: congregation, T
IT, THE CONGREGATION SELECTS HER OFFICERS, e — e
A, The apostles instructed the ,church'-j_n, Jerusalem to look out among them seven men.

A 633.
- B, You have selected the men whose names are soon to be mentioneds —
1. The fact that you have pub their names forth is evidence of your approval,
2. The fact that you have not objected shows that you accept them to serve as
— officers in this congregation. — - ——
_I1I. HOW IS THE FORMAL APPOINTING TO BE DONE?

Py

L. The usual prodedure is Lo announce that ."Since there have.beeén no:objections:5,
.. Bro. So & So, will be considered an elder or deacons in this congregations -
 B. In the early church elders were "ordained in every church," Acts 14:23; Tit. 1:5.
1. "Opdained" (cheirotoneo) "Primary meaning is to stretch forth the hand, It
~ came to mean to choose or to appoint by extension of the hand; and finally it
came to mean to appoint with reference to the method of appointing."
2, Substituting this definition for the term "ordained™ in A. 1,:23 we have "the,
appointed elders inevery church®  They are made elders by appointment. '
Q. In the early church the ordaining was usually accompanied by laying on of hands,
prayer, and fasting. Acts 14:23; 13:1-3.
IV. FORMAL APPOINTMENT., S R o Re—————— e e
X. Tmpress the men by reminding them of the privilege and responsibility that is
theirs, (Preacher)

Be Ilders give their remarks:

1. Read the names of the men to be appointed, S o e
2, Give them opportunity to make short statements of ‘apprection and acceptance,

@, Formal Acceptance by the congregation.
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THE PROFITABLENESS OF GCDLINESS W 39«9
1 TLH. 4o  Quae

Intm;duction. W : ? égﬁhd %ﬁﬁy /ru'—-r?

1. In the days. of MalacHi the Jews were saying "It is vain to serve God'

y and what profit is it that we have kept his ordingnce...?' (hal. i
' em gngggg‘ag %gﬁ; ¥} attitude, )?
2, Y6t i%£%§§?§ 638 a questio ﬁﬁ tgggilstians still ask, at tun@i Does a
pay to be a Christian? 1Is:1t profitable to be rellglous°

3+ Does the Bible say anythlng about the profitableness of godllness? If
so, what?

Discussione.
I. WHAT IS G(DLINESS?
Ao What 1t is not? : ; ' :
le¢ Is 13 not a way of galn. (ASV).1 Timi 635. -
a. Simon tried to use 1t this way. Acts 8:18,19.
b. Such are thode that each things they ought not for fllthy luc=
Pe, Titud Lill,
* 2e It is not ungodliness and world ljg lusts. Titus 2:11,12.
Be What it 1s? :

le Godliness 1s another word for Godlikeness. TUsed 15 times in the
New Testament.

2+ "Careful observance of, or conformlty to, the laws of God ' (Webster)

3+ It 1s that "practical plety which influences for good, Whlch leav=

*  ens with a holy leaven all classes of society " (Macknight)

4o Godliness 1is an "operative, intense piety, which, springing from
an intense love for God, manifests itself in love for his creatures."
(Shepherd )

5. "Practical Religion," (James Hastings)

6e It 1s sometimes used to refer to the doctrine that promotes godli-

. nesse. 1 Tim, 3:16,
"_{. GCDLINESS IS A LIFE TO BE LIVED, ' j
A. A prayful live of godliness and honesty pleasing to Gode 1 Tim. 2:1=3,
Be The lives of men and women to become their profession of godliness.
: W Time 219,10,
C+ Exercise thyself unto godlinesse 1 Time 4:7.

l., Exercise is activity or exertion for the sake of 1mprovement.

2. Exercigsing unto godliness is to exercise unto improvement in godly
livinge

D. A life of godliness with contentment is great gaine. 1 Tim. 6:6; Phile
4:11=13,

ls The godly man is not always greedily seeking the treasures of this
worlde 1 Tim. 657,84

2. The ungodly man gveedlly geeks the treasures of this world and errs
from the faithe 1 Tim, 639,10,

E. The man of God to follow after godliness. 1 Tims 631ls
"e A form of godllness is not enough. 2 Tim. 3:1=5,
Go Godliness is so important that God has glven us all things that "per=-

tain unto life and godliness." 2 Pet. 1l:3.

He Godliness, along with the other graces guarantees us entrance into
heavene 2 Pete. 1:7,11¢
I. Godliness prepares us for thQ judgments 2 Pets 3:10~13,
III. GODLINESS IS PROFITABIE,
A. In this lifees (Our Text) >

l. The ever watchful presence of Gode Psa. 13%sl&4, (God sees every
good deed and word.,) ; : : 2

2e The supplylng of our daily needs. Mt. 6:33; 2 Cor. 9:8; Phil. 4:19;
MK, 10:29,50, ‘ '

3e Assurance that all things work together for goods. Rom. 8:28,




4. Access to the throne of God through Prayer.

ae¢ A moerciful high priest to intercede. Hebe 4:14~16.

be The Holy Spirit to help. Rom. 8:26, .

¢. His ears open to our prayers L Pety 3¢12,
S5¢ Help in time of temptation. 1 Cor. 104G 2 Pets 280,
6. Followship with the most wonderful beople on earthe 1 Jn. 1l:7.

Be In the 1life’ to come,. . !

le Hat of the tree of life in the Paradise of God. Reve 2:7,
2e Shall not be hurt of the second death. Rov. gelly '
3s Hat of the hidden manna and the new name givens Rev. 2:17,
4, Power and the morning star. Rev. 2:27,284

Se¢ Our name in the book of life and confessed before the I athere Rev.
555, ' ‘ '

6, A pillar in the temple of God. Rév. 3:12.
7¢ Sit in the throne of Christe Rev. 3:12,
8. All needs fulfilled. Rev. F:13-17,°
9. Singing praise to God forever. Rev. l4:1-5, :
- 10, Eating at the marriage supper of the Lamb. Reve 19:6=9, '
1l, Enjoyment of the beauty and splendor of heaven. Reve '21:11-22:5,

Conclusione

Quote 1 Tim. 4:7,8 again. Yes, it pays to be a Chris tian. It pays to live
a godly lifes It pays in this 1life and it will more than repay what may have
been lost, in the life to comes You can't afford not to be a Christian. You

may think you can, but it's to your advantage in this life andCthe life to
come to be a Christian. ¢ .
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TMPRESSTIONS OR GOD—PL A%ING SERVICES
1 Cor. 1lL:1EE

Introductlon.

L

Impressions are so important? Eliab made quite an impression on Samuel 1 Sam,

1627

2¢ What kind of impression do you and I make? A first impression means a great dif-
ference sonetimes,

3. God's greatest servants have always been concerned with the impressions they make
on people,

a, Abraham refused to have strife with Lot because "we be brethren". and "ths Cane
aanite and Perizzite were in the land." Gen. 13:7. He was concerned about
the impression,

b. Joshua was ashamed that Israel turned her back on her enemies, and God's great
name was involved, Josh., 7:5,9. The Canaanites will hear about this.

¢. Our speech should make a good impression. Col, 4:6.

Le Hven our worship services will make impressions:

a. Those that visilt our services will says we are mad or:

be God is in us of a truth. 1 Cor. 14:23=25. .

5« Now here is the the question: What do outsiders say when they visit our serv1ces¢

Do we impress them for good or bad? We do, if:

Qiscussi&n.
I. OUR SERVICE IS AN INTELLIGENT SERVICE. 1 Cor. 14 :1ff,

A, Tt is a service where the preaching and teaching are understood. v. 6=9,
l.Have you ever attended a service when you didn't know what was going on%

2. Suppose I were to use these words in pfeaching: "In promulgating your
esoteric cogitations, or articulating your superfi@ial sentimentalities and
amicable, philosophical, or psychological observabions, beware of platitud-
inous ponderosity., Let your conservational commtinications possess a clarified
conciseness, a compact conprehensibleness, coalescent consistency, and a con-
catenated cogency." (G.A., Oct, 21, 1965)

3e Patil said it would be better to speak five words in the service and be
understood than ten thousand words and not be understood. v. 19,

Le Lincoln, even when a boy said he sought to put the thoughts of obhers in
language M"plain enought as I thought, for any boy I knew, to understand."

5. Spurgeion tried to express himself in words that even the unlettered
household servant could understand.

6. Jesus, the wisest and greatest teacher, spoke to the humble folk of Palestine
"as they were able to hear", not as he was able to speak. Mk. 4:33.

7« The great masterpieces of literature have been in simple language-—-ILincolnt!s
Gettysburg Address—--the sermon on the mount---etc,

B + It is a service where the prayer is understood. 1 Cor. 14:14,15a, 16,

Ce It is a service where the singing isunderstood., 1 Cor. Lli:l5; th. 5:19; Gol,
3:16. (Consider the words: '"Here I raise my Ebenezer", It means Hitherto
hath the Lord helped us" or "The rock of my help."

IT. QUR SERVICE IS A SPIRITUAL SERVICE., 1 Cor. 14 :11-19,

As It is not a formalistic service,
le Formalism means the using or observing of external religious forms without

the life and spirit of religion." (Webster)

2. Formalism was plainly condenmed in the 0ld Testament, Tsa, l:11=15,

B. Jesus sald we are to worship God "in spirit and in truth." Jn. 4:23,2)4.

Ce Paul said "I will sing and pray with the spirit." 1 Cor. 14:15.

Des "Be filled with the Spirit." Eph, 5:18,

IIT. QUR SERVICE IS A MATURE SERVICE. 1 Cor, 14:20,

Ae This verse hints that ehe Corinthians were indulging in a childish display of
their gifts. They were like a.child with a new toy.
Us Lo The Corinthians were like children because they preferred dazzling gifts to
Christian graces,

2. They were like children to whom a piece of candy is far better than a valuable
treasure,



Be Too many members of the church today want something senbational today,
l. Preacher must be able to entertain or else he is out.
2. Services must have something startling
3. We are like children when we prefer a striking ritual or some imposing
service to seeing the true values of the Lord!'s Supper, prayer, etc.

IV. OUR SERVICE IS AN ORDERLY SERVICE, L Cor. 14:40,

A+ Decently means "Appropriate; proper, suitable,
Be Orderly meanss "Arpanged, organlzed pattern, sequence,
C. Paul instructed the Corinthians to have a planned service., 1 Cor. 1/:27.

D. The women were instructed to keep silent in the services to keep down con-
fusion. 1 Cor. 14 :34,35.

V. WHAT DO OUTSIDERS SEE IN OUR SERVICE?

A. They see a friendly group of people.

Be They see a united congregation,

Ce They see some singing and some sitting silent,-

Do They see some talking, writing notes, passing pictures, etc.
Ee They see passing in and out all the time,

Conclusion,

1. What do people say when leave our service? "They are mad" or God is in them?
2. Do we cause people to fall down and worship God or do we drive them away.

3. A service that impresses for good is an intelligent, spiritual, mture, and
orderly service, -



BELIEVING A LIE 0 {3/3’4
2 Thess., 2:10-12 :

Introdustion.

P () Today there is the very popular idea that 18 matters not what a man

& ‘believes, so long as he. 1s sincere and honestly follows his convictions,
he will ultimately land in heaven. This principle, my friends, is not
accepted by anybody in any field except in the fleld of religion.

When the Titantlc was making her malden trip the passengers sincerely
believed she could not be sunk. Disregarding the wireless telling of ice-
bergs comlng from the North, and continuing to believe a lle, resulted in
more than 1200 going to the bottom of the sea.

Many things are involved in believing a lle and some of these we pro-
pose to discuss in this lesson,

Disoussioh.

I. DOES BELIEVING A LIE MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE?

A. It makes a difference in physical things, why not in the spiritual?
(Would my drinking deadly podson, sincerely believing it was medil-
cine, make any difference?)

B, It causes one to disobey the commandments of God. Gen. 5 1=6

C. It detours from the truth. Titus 1l:14.

Ce It will condemn men to eternal damnation. 2 Thess. 2:11,12; Rev.
22:14,15,

 II. SOME EXAMPLES OF BELIEVING A LIE.
. A. Gen, 37-Jacob believed a lie. Tell the story. (Would Jacob have
. acted any differently if what he believed had been the truth?)
s iBhe best known example of believing a lie is the story of the old
ind young prophet. 1 Kings 13, R
The young prophet was fooled under the gulse off
Kings 13:11~17., (Some of the most wicked thingﬂz
of religion~l Kings 21). e
2. Took man's word over God's word. 1 K., 135:18,19, :
3¢ The end of the young prophet is a warning to all against believing
a lie, 1 K, 13:22-86,
ITII. GOD ALLOWS THOSE THAT DO NOT LOVE THE TRUTH TO BELIEVE A LIE.
A. To those that love not the truth God "shall send them strong de-
lusion, that they should believe a lie." 2 Thess. 2:10-12,
l, God does not send delusions directly upon those that love not
the truth.
2 .Ahab's dealing with Micailah is the Bible's great example of how
God sends strong delusion te those that love not the truth,
but have pleasure in unrighteousness. 1 Kings 22:1=29,
8+ The strong delusion 1s the fruit of man's own thoughts and ways
(Jer, 6:16~19) yet God may be said to send it because he has or=-
dained that every seed shall produce after its kind,
B, Some individuals had rather hear things that tickle their ears than
the truth., 2 Tim. 4:1-4,
IV. SOME LIES THAT MEN ARE BELIEVING TODAY.
A. "There is plenty of time to obeéy thse gospel and meet the obligations
of 1life." Jeames 4:13-17; 2 Cor. 6:2,
B. "Baptism 1s not essential to salvation." Mk, 16:16; Acts 2:38; 1 Pet.
S381.
C. "One church is just as good as another." Acts 2:47; 20:28; Eph., 5:23;
Rom, 16:16,
D, "It's impossible for a saved person to so live as to be lost," :
le Those that teach such are of thelr father the devil, Jn. 8:44; Gen,

314,
2, It 1s posslble to so live as te be lest, Gal., 5:4; 2 Pet, 2:20-22,
4/,Af,gu9'%u AR = (over) e



Conclusione

Surely all are ready to cry out, "How can I be sure that I am not
belleving a lie? How can I be sure that I am not being blindly led?" The
only ones that we can safely follow are the inspired apostles of Christ. :
What they have spoken is the truth and no lle. Anything you cannot turn )
to the book of God and read for yourself 1ls a lie, regardless of how sln-
cere, zealous the one presenting the teaching. Paul's statement must be
accepted. (Gal, 1:8,9) The only safe course 1s to belleve and obey just
what God -has said., I plead with you to do that NOW! ] '
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"SHOW THY FATTH"
Ja:s ° 2 : lll»—zé""“

Introductions

1le It is possible that in many congregatlons there would be those who would walk out in
anger if the preacher said: "There are some of you that claim to be a Christian but
have nothing to prove it", or "Some of you have the faith of demons."

2. Yet that is exactly what James says about some Christians, They have a "s&y—so, but
nob & do-so religion, It talks, but it does not walk," That my frimls is exactly the
sitvation we find in too many cases today.

3. James says "Shew me thy faith." -,

Discussion,
I. WHAT IS FATITH?
A, Faith is believing that God is and that he is a rewarder of those that dlllgently
seek him, Heb, 11l:6,
Be Faith is believing God-~--what he says.
1. Abraham believed in the Lord. GCen. 15:6.
2. The people of Nineveh #believed God,"™ Jonah 3:4,5.
3+ Paul. told the men ofi the ship to Rome "for I believe God, that it shall be even
as it was told me," Acts 27:25. ,
Ce The colored preacher sgid faith is like this: "If God tells me to jump through a
brick wall, its my place to jump and God's place to provide the hole."
De Thus faith faht saves is faith that moves——-it shows itself,
1. Noah believed God-—he showed faith, )
a. God told Noah he was going to destory the world, Gen, 6:13,17.
be. He told Noah to build an ark. Gen, 6:14. ;
ce Noah believed God and built the ark—-his faith showed itself. Heb., 11:7; Gen.
6:22; 1 Pet, 3:20,
2¢ Abraham believed God---=he showed faith,
a, He went to another country. Heb., 11:8,
be He offered Isaac., Heb, 11:17.
c. James uses Abraham as an example of one showing faith, Jas. 2:21-23,
3¢ The Israelites had faith--they showed it.
a. They kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood., Heb, 11:28.
be They crossed the Red Sea. Heb. 11:29.
c. When Israel quit believing they showed it. Psa. 106:24,25, '
Lhe The four frineds of the Palsied man showed their faith., Mbt. 9:1,2; Mk, 2:1-5.
ae Jesus "seeing their faith," Mbt. 9:2.
be When Jesus "saw theie faith." Mk. 2:5.
5+ We likewise show our faith by our works., James gives fdwe reasons why faith
without works is worthless.
a, It cannot save the sinner. Cf. Jne. 3:3,4
b. It will not help others. Jas. 2:15,16.
ce It has not a shred of evidence as to its reality. 2 :18,
de It is not better than the faith of demons. 2:19.
Cce It is dead like the body without the spirit., 2:26
IT. HOW FAITH SHOW ITSELF IN THE LIFE OF AN ALIEN SINNER?
A+ Do you believe that you must confess Christ., Rom, 10:10. Do you believe that?
le The eunuch showed that he believe in confessing Christ. A, 8:36,37.
2. The rulers, on the other hand, showed they did not. Jn. 12:42,43,
3e Show that you believe it.
B. Do you believe that you must repent{ A. 17:30,.
q l. John the Baptist told the Pharisees to prove their repentance. Mbe 3:8,9
2¢ Show your faith,
Ce Do you believe you must be baptized. Mt., 16:15,16,
L. The Pentecostians showed their faith, A. 2:38,41,
2o Show yours.




ITI. HOW DOES FAITH SHOW ITSELF IN THE LIFE OF A CHRISTIAN?

K. It shows itself in the practice of pure and undefiled religion., Jas. 1:27; Not
in word and tongue, bub deed. 1 Jn. 3:16,18,

Be It shows itself in faithful attendance. Heb. 10:25.
le The church in Jerusalem showed its faith., A. 2:42.
2. The church at Troas showed its faith. A, 20:7,

Ce It shows itself in living:
l. Like we Want to go to heaven. Phil, 2:13,14. , k-G
2. Like we believe that we'll stand before the judgment seat, 2 Cor, 5:10,
3. Like we believe that hell is a real place, 2 Thess. 1l:7-9; Mt. 13 -:47-50,

Conclusion,

l. Quote James 2:18, . _
2. You say that you believe these things. Then why are you sitting still? Show your
faiths Do it right now. '
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n 247 E A - "MISTAKEN NOTTIONS ABOUT THE FUTURE CORRECTEDM o
ﬁ7 i Jase L:13-5:6mm—m ‘ 2
Introduction, .
L. The futurel What does the word bring to your mind?

24

3e

Lo

ae A beautiful house, with a handsome income, frinds, fame, etc,

be Is a material outlook as far as you see in the future? ’

ce When we look into the fubure -we should not overlook the never ending future which
begins after things are-no longer important, : ’

While most of us spend much time thinking about the future we:

a. Think wrongly about it. . opi=x

be Provide inadequately for it. y

Our text deals with those who make the fearful, tragic and erroneous thinking about

~the future,

All of us need to let James correct mistaken notions about the fuﬁure.

Diseussion,

14

IT.

"I CAN PLAN MY FUTURE WITHOUT GOD'S HELP. Jas. A4:13-16,
A+ Look .briefly at the presumptuous planning of the traders.
l. The time when they will leave=today or tomorrows
2+ The city is their own selection,
3¢ They will remain there a year,
he The business they will pursue is trading.
5o They will receive gain,
B Now if you are shocked by this callous presumption, consider our own practice:
1. Do not all of us make plans presuming we'll be here to carry them out?
2. Let me aks you teenagers a question: How much longer are you planning to live?
Is God included? : i
3¢ You middle-aged, are you living and acting as if you have plenty of time?
he Tt's easy for those who have reached the "golden years" to see those that are
80 or 90 and presume 15 or 20 years mofe in their own life,
Ce James challenges the attitude by showing it is sin.
l. Tt is the sin of glorying in human ignorance. v. lh4a. (Look at the shaky
foundation of ginorance upon which you are building,)
2¢ It is the sin of forgetting life's uncertainity. v. lib.
3+ Tt is the sin of ignoring God!'s sovereignty. v. 15.
"MY FATLURE TO LIVE UP TO WHAT T KNOW WILL BE EXCUSED." JAS. L:17. :
A. How often today does one hear "I know that 1'm not doing what I should" or "what
I could?"™  (Is there the feeling it will be excused?")
B. The "therefore" connects James! conclusion with what has Just been said,
Lo You knew the future was uncertain,
2+ You knew t .abt God was sovereign over all,
3+ But you didn't make your plans in harmony because you felt you would be excused.
Cs Beloved, here is one of the most prevalent sins in the church today-~priding our-
selves in our knowledge, but doing nothing many times,
l. Some assume they are good because they are not bad.
2+ Goodness is positive-not merely the absence of the bad.
a. The barren fig tree was not an evil growth., Mt, 21:19,.
(1) Tt was not only fruitless, but added pretence,
(2) Those who are doing little are disposed to pretend to be doing more
than they really are,
bs lMen are so wedded to the premise that it is possible to be saved on the
basis of things not done that some will even argue Wt with the Lord in the
Judgment. Mt. 25:42,43. (It was the good they had failed to do)
ce "Every judgment parable in the N,T. reveals that the punishment meted out
was not for something bad the individual involved did, but something good
he did not,"
de The one talent=man was wikced in a sense foreign to our usage today. (Mt.
. 25) He was wikked because of the good he did not dol
D. There will be not msxcuse for failure to abide by his revealed will,




III, "IF I GET ENOUGH OF THIS WORLD!'S GOODS, I SHALL BE SECURE." JAS. 5:1=3,

Ae Notice how onel's thinking about the future deterlorates.
1, First, God is ignored.
2e Secomd violation of knowledge is minimized,
3e F¢nally, dependence is placed on the material alone,

B. The rich man thought his future was secure because he had enough worldy goods,
Lke 12 :13-21.

Ce James reveals three evident things about earthly gain.
1, First, riches cannot prevent misery, $:1.
2. Second, earthly riches do not endure. v. 2,3a. -
3s Third, earthly riches do not save. The heaped up treasures for the last

days turned out to be trash. v. 3b.
Le Tt is most difficult to convince men of these tr ths.
IVe "HOW I GET WHAT I POSSESS IS NOBODY'S BUSINESS" JAS. 5:l=6

L. This has always been the false reasoning of those who leave God out of tnelr
plans for the future,

B. It is God!'s business how you get what you possess,
1, First, he hears the cries of those from whom you have gained wealth dis-

honestly. Ve ke

2. Second, he sees the mamer of living in which you are engaged. v. 5a.
3. Third, you are fattening yourselves for the day of slaughter. v. 5b.

Conclusion.

1, People in the first century has mistaken notions about the future Jjust as people do
today.

2. But the happy note then and now "Come now" (4®l3; 5:1) Correct your nbtions before
it is too late,

3. "The immediate future is not so important as the eternal future,"
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REMEMBERING, AS AN INCENTIVE TO GREATER SERVICE
Deut. 4:32; 32:7=~—==-

TIntroductions

L.
2e

The word remember, in its different forms, appears some 204 times in the Bible,
The book of Deuteronomy might -well be called the book of remembrance,
a. The children of Israel have come to the end of 40 years of wandering and
are now on the east side of the Jordan,
be Moses, knowing he cannot cross Jordan into Canaan, is giving Israel some final
instructionse.

(1) The first 11 chapters of Deuteronomy call meny things to Israel's remem-
brance., "He reminds his people of the battles they had fought with the
Canaanistish tribes, the difficulties that bdocked their advance, and tne
discouragements that appaled them." (Hastings)

(2) Throughout the remaining chapters remembrance is mentioned many times,

3+ The book of Deuteronomy is full of suggestions about memory. We purpose to notice:
Discussion, ’
I. GOD HAS ALWAYS CALLED UPON PEOPLE TQ REMEMBER AS A MEANS TO GREATER SERVICE,

1I8

A. 13 Times in Deuteronomy alone God calls upon his people to remember,
Be When giving instructions about flight from.Jerusalem Jesus said "Remembor
Lot 's wife." (Lke 17:32).
Ce It was a common practice of the prophets to relate the past as an incentive
to greater service, Cf, Nehe 9.
De. Stephen began his great sermon before the council with the cal] of Abraliam,
Acts 7.
Ee Paul began his sermon at Antioch in Pisidia with God leading ILsrael out of Lgy—
pbe Acts 13. :
F, Paul told the elders from Ephesus to remember. A. 20:3L.
Ge The Lord called upon the church at Ephesus to remember. Reve 2:5.
SOME THINGS WE OUGHT TO REMEMBER AND THE PURPCSE FOR WHICH WE OUGHT TO REMEMBER THEM.
Ae " o o o Remember the day when thou camest forth out of the land of Egypt all the
days of thy life.! Deut. 16:3. Cf, 5:15.
le The day they came out of Egypt was the birthday of the nation and to remember
it was to print upon the heart the sense of debt to God.
2. In the same way we must remember and never forget the day we were made free
from sin,

a. Paul called upon the Geng}l s (all n tlons) to regember what they were ﬁz /)

the past., Eph., 2:10-22, wt dzes
b. The reason that some Chr stla s do not add the Christian graces is because
they have forgotten that they were purged from past sins, 2 Pet. 1:5-9,
3. We keep the Lord's supper in memory of the sacrifice that freed us from our
sins, lt. 26:26-28,
B. "Remember, and forget not, how thou provokedst the Lord thy God to wrath in the
wilderness," Deut, 9:7,
le Israel's LO years in the wilderness had been one time after another of pro-
voking God, yet he had been longsuffering.
2+ You may not remember the caldndar day of your conversion, but you can remen-
ber many days of sin since, But why remember such:
a. First, that we may understand the longsuffering of God and praise him for it.
be. Second, that we may grow in penitence,
ce Third, that we may abstain from hasty judgments of others and be more patient,
Ce "Remember all the way which the Lord thy God ledl thee these 4O years in the
wilderness." Deut, 8:12,—
1. Israel was ever to be mindful of God's providential care and watchful protect-
10N e
2¢ Christians are to remember all the way that we are under the providence and
guidance of God,

D. "Remember the Lord thy God; for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealtho"
Deut., 8:18,



1l. After Israel entered the land of Canaan there might well be a tendency to for rget
God,

2. How often today do men forget that it is God who nges us the power to get what
we have,

E. "Remember what Ajalek did unto thee by the way." Deut. 25:17, A

1. Amalek had killed the defenseless stragglers. Learn from this what men are Capa
able of doing and get wisdoms

2. Our Lord warns "Beware of men " IMt., 10:17. Through dealing with men we are to
gain wisdom and use it as a help in Christian living.

11T, FINALLY, THE HISTORY OF THIS CONGREGATION NEEDS TO BE REME“BJRMD A3 A BASIS FOR GREATIR

SERVICE,
A, Begin with the establishing of the congregation,
Be Observe the growth, the disputes, .and the problems,
C. Consider four years ago and today

1, Average Bible Study attendancei—180---—=-=350

2. Average Worship attendance 201 375
3. Average Wednesday evening 100 235
Le Bverage contribution QBO” -$900

D. Consider some reasons why:
1. Complete dependance upon Gods Prov. 3:5.
2+ Complete unity and cooperation. Psa. 133:1,
3+ Dedicated and willing leadership.
Le Faith in the promises of God. k. 9:23; Phil. 4:13.
5, Willingness to work in the interest of lost souls. Bccle, 931103 -Cole 3317,

} Conclusion,

ls In concluding I say to you what Moses said to Israel "But your eyes have seen all the

! great acts of the Lord which he did, Therefore shall ye keep all the commandments which
? I command you this day, that you may be strong « . « " Deut. 11:7,8. :

! 2+ Also let us learn from our own past that the future is bright if we contihue to depend
upon God, practice unltj, have dedicated and willing leadership, grow in faith, and

are w1lllag to work in the interest of lost ‘souls,



© » e

=~ o

ypmm

Fore 88 R

Q, D A

A
k2 |

2Ny g
wiDiI9ITeE!

ST atatny

THE PURSUIT OF FXCELLENCE
1 Gor'y 1l 312w

IntToduction;

1. There are a number of scriptures in the Bible that use the word excellent,

2e

as The word in its different forms appears 52 times in the 0ld Testament,

be Paul instructed the church at Corinth to "seek to eéxcel LMW1 Sor, 14:12

Cce The way of Christ ia a “more excellent way." 1 Cor, 12:31

de The law of lMoses was glorious but it had no glory "by reason of the glory that
excelleth." 2 Cor, 3:10,

€ Christians are to "approve things that are excellent,! Phil, 1:10D,

fs Paul counted all things but loss "for the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ." Phil, 3:8,

ge Christ has obtained a more excellent ministry, Heb, 8:6,

he Do whatever we do with our might, Eccle, 9:10,

i. Do all heartily, Col, 32235

All of these verses indicate several things:

as First, our Lord is excellent above all others,

o Second, his way is the most excellent way,
Ce Third,He expects us to engage in the most excellent Things.
de Fourth, he expects us to put forth our most excellent effort,

3¢ But in the pursuit of excellence all must realize that there are some Price-tags:
Discussion,
L. ONE PRICE TAG TO EXCBLLENCE I3 DESTRE,

IT,

A. Jim Whitaker, the first American ever to scale lt. Liveretts said when asked if
he would succeed, "I will." He désired to succeed and he believe he could,

Be Jesus Christ teaches that to attain excellence one must deisre and believe ,

1. "If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth," Ik,

9:23- '

2¢ "What things soever ye desire, when ye pary. . o Mk, 11224,

Ce You must desire that which is goods Prov, 11:23,

Ds What is your desire? How strong is it?
there must be the desire?

A SECOND PRICE TAG TO EXCELLENCE IS SINGLENESS OF PURPOSE (R HIGH GOALS.

As Our world is filled with people that are just exi
in life,

Be Then there are others who have purpose, but they are so lowly,
divided that such an individual is in a constant turmoil,

Ce The apostle Paul had a single purpose in life, Phil, el A,
dividual decides the rest is easy).

Ds I challenge you to decide what you want to be and where you want o £0s Give
purpose to your life,
1. Barl Nightingale set a goal of retirin

per year income, He did}

Re Churchill set a goal of becoming England's preatest servant., He did}

If one would ever attain to excellence

sting-~-~they have no purpose
Or they are so

(Once an ine

g at 35 years of age with a $50,000

IIT. A THIRD PRICE TAG IS PREPARATTON AND HARD VORK.

Iv.

Ae loses spent 80 years preparing for a work of 40 years,

Be Christ spent 30 years preparing for a work of 35 years.

Ce Each one must recognize thatpreparation is essential to a successful work,

De In preparing it takes hard work, Bill Bradley, the great All-American was such
because he worked at it. Bailey Howell is a great professional becawe he worked
at it,

Es Bro. White, a great gospel preacher now dead, was successful
engageds He was asked why., He replied, "15 hours a daye.!

F. Paul was successful because he worked at it,

THE FOURTH PRICE TAG TO EXCELLENCE IS PROPER CHOICES.,

A. From the time that God placed man and woman in the Garden of Eden man has had
to make choices, Gen, 2 & 3

in every work he




-

B. Joshua challenged Israel to "Choose ye this day whom yy will serve." Joshe 24:15,
C. Pythogoras, the Greek philosopher, was one that didn't want to make a choice., But he

dide
De A wrong choice can destory your life. The Story of the last Supper.
B. A right choice means you must learn how to say "NOW AND "YES!,
Gonclusion,

1, The pursuit of excellence is the only road to true happiness.

2. The price is high, but the benefits are worth the price.



THE WAY OF SALVATION '
Acts 16:17- ‘ . . Fo
Nor S ) )

Introduction. :
L. What does salvation mean to you? Doe it mean to you what it means in the Bible? How
is it used in the Bible?
as The word salvation denotes deliverance, preservation, etc.
be It is used of material or temporal deliverance,
(1) National-——A. 7:25,
(2) Personal-——A. 27:3k.
ce It is used of deliverance from sin. Rom. 1:16.
de It is used of future salvation., Rom. 13:11.
2. There is not a more interesting and profound subject that can be studied by man than
his salvabion,
a, Much misunderstanding prevails today because man has limited salvation to two or
three requirements, .
b. But a proper sutdy of any subject must included all which God requires.
3. The Bible teaches: '
2, God will have all men to be saved, 1 Tim. 2:4.
b. God has made it possible for all men to be saved, TPibet2:11,
ce God is longsuffering to the end that men may be saved, 2 Pet, 3:9.
Le The purpose of this lesson is to show that salvation is ascribed to many things, all
equally important to man's salvation--- man's justification. 1 Cor. 1:18; 6:11,

Discussion,
I. THERE ARE TWO SIDES TO MAN'S SALVATION.
A. There is the divine side, Eph, 2:8a; Tit. 3:5,
l. God is the Savior of mam, 1 Tim, l:l.
2¢ Christ is the Savior of man, Ik, 2:11,
3+ The Holy Spirit has a part in man's salvation.
B JThere is the human side,
Ll. Peter told sinners to "save yourselves., . o" A. 2140,
2+ Paul instructed the Phillipians to work out your own salvation., Phil. 2:12,
IT. THERE ARE MANY DIFFERENT THINGS INCLUDED IN THE TWO SIDES.
A. The Divine Side, ' ’ '

1. God a. Grace., Eph, 2:5,8; Tit, 2:11.
e (1) Grace has to do with favor shown to an inferior and yet there
is no obligation on the part of the superior to show the
favor,

(2) What is grace? Both thé 0.T. and the N.T. emphasize that gra
is the free gift of Gode Gen., 6:8; Eph, 2:8; 2 Tim, 1:9,
(3) God's grace is manifested in so many ways:
~Grace came by Jesus Christ. Jn. 1:17.
~Saved through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ-A, 15 :11,
-Barnabas saw the grace of God=-A, 11:23,
-We believe throguh grace. A, 18:27,
-The gospel (word) is the grace of God. A. 20324, 32.
-Wle are called by the grace of God. Gal, 1:15.
be Mercy, Outward manifestation of pity; it assumes need on the
part of him who receives it, and resources adequate to meet the
need on the part of hom who shows it.
(1) The Father's attitude toward the prodigal son isone of mercy,
Lk, 15:20, '
(2) The forgiving Lord has mercy on his servant., Mb, 18:27.
c. Love, Jn. 3:16,17; Rom. 5:8,9.
d. Pleasure., 1 Cor. 1:21,
2¢ Christmmm—mm——— -2, Coming of Christ, 1lk. 19:10; Mt. 1:21.
b. DeedSo Jno 20:30,310
c. Words. Jdn. 5:34.
de His name, A, L:12,



e, His death, Romse
fo HiS blOOdo Hebc

ge Resurrection.
3, Holy Spirit——-——-—a, Convictss
b Helps in

5:6=~8,
9:12"llirn :
Rom, [L:ZB. .
Jn. 16:8.
prayers. Rom. 8:20.

¢. Renewal of Spirit. Tit, 3:5,



Y
THE WAY OF SALVATION. 5.
Ao 16:17 a ¢

NO, R

Introduction,

1, There are those (Primitive Baptist, etc) who conterd that there are no conditions to
be met by the aline sinner toward salvation.

2+ The meening lesson emphagized the divine side of salvation, but there is a humen side,
But let us always be mindful that the human would not have been possible had it not been
for the divine part first,

3e Yot the Bible emphasizes that man must do his part. : ]
8 Man must do his part in becoming a Christian, Mbt. 7:21; A, 2:40; 10:34,35; Heb. 5:9.
be Man must do his part as a Christian, Phil. 2:12; 2 Pet. 1:3,k.

Le B ut what is man's part? By what is man saved?

Discussione
I. MAN'S SALVATION IS BY?

A, Words, Ae. 11:14,
B o Preaching, 1 Cor. 1:21,
Co Love of the truth. 2 Thess. 2:10.
D, Receiving the word. Jas. 1:21,
E. Entering the fold, Jn. 10:9,
Fo Works of faith., Jas. 2:24.
Ge Obedience, Hebe 5:9
He Hearing, Rom, 10:14~17,
Io Fai'th‘ Romo 5:10
Je Repéntance. R Cor., 7:10,
Ke Confesslhion, Romes 10:10,
L. Baptism, Mk, 16:16; 1 Pet, 3:21,
M, Calling on his name, &. 2:21. ;
N, Keeping in mind the gospel. 1 Cor. 15:1-l.
O. Heeding and continuing in doctrine, 1 Tim, 4:16.
P, Hope, Rom, 8:24.
Qe Pire., 1 Cor, 3:15,
Re Men saves selfs Ao 2:40,

IT. THE QUESTION IS NOT WHICH ONE SAVES?
As A1l combined insure to us salvations
Be If one can be left oub which one?

Conclusions,

ls Man's salvation results from believing and accepting God!'s part and boeying his
cormands e

2. How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation, Heb. 2:3.



