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Christian Certainities
1 John 5:13-21

Introduction,v
1. Our world is one full of uncertainities,

a. The bnsiness world is uncertain, "

b. The boy just out of high school ic uncertaLn about his future.

- 8, Many men are uncertain about their jobs, '

- d. The whole world is in a state of uncertainity because of the war situtation,
2. Yet in the midst of the world of uncerta’'nity certainity is greatly desireibv every
man,

—a., A great jury goes to great-length to be certain about a decision,
b, Many hesitate to make decisions because they want to be certain,

3. Lsn't it wonderful that in the midst of uncertainity there are so many certainities:
—a. Rom, 8326 TSRS e-L Pat, lolf. _— SRR
b/ 1 Cor, 15 58 d 1Jn.235.

4o The certa nities that we want to discuss at this time are:

Discussions
I, THE CERTA NTTY OF ETERNAL LIFE, 1 Jn, 5313,
A, In other woeds we con logically accept the fact that we are saved,
B. But how can I know?
-1, First, by accepting what God has done for us in his Son,
-a, He wag manifested to take away our sins. 1 Jn., 3:5,
b, Again as God's children we have Christ as our Advocate when we sin, 1 Jn,

211,%, Zicrl Dife 1O o Zhe H%Lﬂ/ ‘ 2. =
2. Second, bycbglleving{;éb/ God- has told us in his /w'ga/. . // J
a, He prom134s us eternal life. 1 Jn. 2:25.
b, His promises are yea. 2 Cor, 1:20; 2 Pet., 339,
¢, He def nitely says we have eternal life., 1 Jdn. 5¢13,
~ C.9Eternal life is beyond our greatest comprehension,
1, "It doth not yet appear what we shall be 11ke." 1 Jne. 312,
— —————2—Wle—shall-beo—1ike-hin -1l —— : S ——
II. THE CERTAINITY OF PRAYER, 1 Jn, 5314,15, ,
A, It is certain because we always try to ask according to his will., v. 1l4; Cf, Mt, 7:
Be It is certain because we have an understanding high priest that gives us boldness
~_to come to the throne of grace. Heb., 4 ,14-16, , ,
C. The ears of the Lord are always open to his children. 1 Pet, 3:12,
I1TI, THE CERTAINITY OF HOLY LIVING BEFORE GOD., 1 Jn, 5318,
A. The man that is born of God does not practice sin., 1 Jn. %:9; v. 18,
l. Reasone---His seed rema neth in him. 4:9; Cf. Lk, 8:ll.
2+ The Psalmist said "Thy word I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin aga‘nst
, thee " Psa, 119:11, ,
B. The man that is born of God is kept from the wicked one. l Jn, 5:18,
1, God provides a way of esape. 1 Cor. 10:13, '
 Re Jobe dJob., 1 S
IV. THE CERTAINITY OF SEPRRAT ON_FROM THE WORID, 1 Jn, 5:19,
' A, When we obey the gos gospel we become a new creature, 2 Cor, 5:17,
B/ We put pff the old man and put on the new. Eph, 4:22-32,
C. Our high priest is separate from sin, Heb. 7:26,
D. The final separation will take place at the judgment. Mt, 25:31-33,."

Conclu31on.

, Beloved, it is only as we are convinced of the certa nities of life that we become
the devoted servant that God wants us to be. There are some things of which one can be
““certain, o . o B
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THE TREND AWAY FROM GOD
Psa, 1) 41

Introduction,

'l.

Llw

"We are now living in a time when the whole inherited body of our theological 1naguage
is disappearing into the past and a new history is dawning in our midst before which
bheology is increasingly becoming speechless , o o The Chrfstian can no longer find
security in an absolutely sovereign God who exercices a beneficent -nd providential
government over the world . ., » That God has disappeared from view, We can ndflonger
truly know God in the present. The God who appears is alien and lifeless . « o in

no sense a source of redemption and life. , . Theology must resolutely confine the

Christian name of God to the past and wholly refrain from proclaiming his redemptive

presence in our historical presence . , . Only the death of God can make possible the

advent of a new humanity . . . All America is called to freely accept and will Lhe
death of God."  (Christianity Today, Dec. 17, 19653 v, 22) )

The statewment just read is not the ranting of a Communist Fanatic, but part of a

speech delivered by Thomas J. J. Altizer, Associate Professor of Religion ab Atalntals

Bmory University., ' ﬂ

During recent years both in our nation and-thveughout. the world there has been a Cem

finite trend away from God and from religion, il '

a. Several years ago the supreme Court handed down the opinion that it was unconstit-
utional to read the Bible and have class prayers as relgiious exercise in the public
schools, » . N :

be Recently the Supreme Court upheld the ruling of New York's Education Departnent
that forbade Kindergarten Chidlren in state school to offer thanks for their
cookies before they ate them, )

ce. It was a common practice in years past to have a baccalaureate sermon at the end of
the school year—--this is on the decline. ; ]

de In England only seven percent of the British people £0 to church services as much as
three times a ¥ear., 93% do not attend even three times a year, 4

€. In America 60% of the American people have their names on & church roll, but less
than 8% can be found at church services on any Sunday morning.,

Lo The 'image!* of the church generally has declined in the last generation.

ge The Vimage' of the preacher is far down the list on desired vocations.

In view of recent decisions and Presents trends one wonders:

a. How long it will beé before the express "In God We Trustt will disappear from our
coings A

b. How long will it be before someone, under the principle of separation of churc and
state, introduce a bill to remove the chaplaincy from the U.S. House of Represent-
atives and Senate, ;

c. How lohg will it be fore the chaplian is removed from our armed forces?

de How long will it be before the Presidential oath of office will be administered

without the Bible? ; ;
e, How long will it be before the tax exemption status of religious property will be
eliminated? LRy
Let us consider:”

THE TREND AWAY FROM GOD IS NOT NEW,
A. David wrote Wrhe Tool hath said in his heart, there is no God." Psa., 1l :dks
B. The prophets lived in an age of spiraling prosperity when men turned away from God
and need to be called back,
L. Isaiah wrote of this need, TIsa. 1:17-19,20,
2. Hosea wrote of this need, Hos. hil, 26,
B. There is a basic truth., Prov, Sy 312,30,
Ce In April, 1822, the French philosopher Auguste Comte said as man matures he puts
away chilldish and superficial beliefs.
D. Karl Marx sought to deny God when he said "religion is the opiate of the people,
Eo Sigmund Freud attacked the idea of Cod and Christian Faith as a kind of self~illusion,




F, Nietzsche placed this thought in the mind of the madman, Hitler.
G, Walter Reuther recently declared that "Man is God,"
TT. THERE IS A TRAGIC ABSENCE OF RELIGIOUS TRAINING.

A.

B.

In
dg

2e

3e

Lo

our large public institutions the trend is toward atheism.

Tn the training in the fields of science, social studies, etc, there is the
finest, bubin ethical and moral principles, it is deficient.

Under the principle of academic freedom Communists may speak on campuses, but
a preacher may not be welcoie,

Some Communists even occuply flaculty positions.

Just remember one elementary truth: If one does hob pladr}lowers in a garden,
ome has weeds. If one does not teach honesty, self-control, etc, one will
reap degeneracy.

Ta the absence of moral and religious instruction to the living masses of young
America, our nation is in peril. .

L.

2e

3e

Lo
5e

There is a rising crime rate., Dach quarter's report shows a rise, Ours is the
highest in the world. ;
There is a breakdown of the home.
a., One out of four marriage fail, and each year 750,000 children become parhb
of a divorced home. '
b. The decline of parental authority.
here is rebellion and anarchy ahong the people.
a. Mobs in the streets protest laws they do not like, rather than changing them
in proper legal wayse
b. Thousands marching in various cities protesting goverental policies.
¢, Public burning of drafbt cards with assurance that the press will be present.
d. Resentment of authority on every hand by young and old alike,
There is a new morality that declares that chasity end virtue are no longer
needed, ‘
Tnmoral and degrading entertainment is openly advertised.

6, There is an amazing growbth of alcoholism and drug addictione
TIT. THE ANCIENT FOUNDATICNS ARE STILL NEEDED. “

A, The only foundation on which morality and ethics can be built is religion.

1, Take Cod eut of the picture and one has no absolute standard,, but personal
preference. : : '

2. Try convincing a young man that he ought not to steal with God and the Bible
out of the picture. ’

3. Try convincing a young man that he ought not to be immoral with God and the
Bible out of the picture. ‘

B. Our Lord came into the world when men were turning away from God.  Rom, 1:21~31.

Romo 3:10,18. i

¢, Jesus Christ began with the individual to try to save the world. dJn. Ll:ll; 14:6.

Conclusion,

1. Jesus Christ is the hope of the world---the only hope. If Those of us who clain to
be Christians will speak out in word and deed we can reverse the trend away from God.

2. @ sick, unhappy, confused and despairing world awayits our message. Let us be up and
doing.
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\" THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON
L Rev. 16:12-16

Introduction
1. Read or-guote the text,
2. Probably the most sensational aspect of dispensational premlllennlallsm is the so=
called "battle of Armageddon.™
3e Every major war that has ever been fought has been preceeded by the declaratlon "the
Battle of Armageddon.'
a. In the 1860's when the Civil War was fought it was this battle,
b. Hugh headlines blazoned the "battle of Armageddon" just before World War I began,
: ¢, World War II was the battle of Armageddon.
Lo Hal Linds8y, the most widely read advocate of dispensational premlllennlallsm today,
describes the battle of Armageddon like this, "Lindsey asserts that political indi-
“cations susgests that likely Israel will soon be invaded by a confederation of Arabs
African forces ‘headed by Egypt. When this happens, Russia and her allies will use such
as an occasion to invade and conquer (for a short time) the Middle East. Subsequently,
the Russians learn of the progressive mobilization of Oriental forces (under Red
China) and Western European forces (under the Anti-Christ, a fuehrer-dike dictator),
She will prepare to fight but will be completely destoryed (probably in a nuclear
attack) by wester Europe (which is supposed to be the revived Roman Empire), Accord—
ingly, this sets the stage for 'the final climatic battle of Armageddon: the combined
forces of the Western civilization under the leadership of the Roman Dictator and the
vast hordes of the Orient probably united under the Red Chinese war machine.! This
mighty battle between the Oriental forces (with 200 million soldiers) and the armies
of the Anti~Christ will occur 'with the vortex centered at the Valley of Megiddo.! So
many will be illed that "blood will stand to the horses'bridles for a distance of
200 miles northward and southward of Jerusalem', in fact, Lindsey claims, this war
will spread over all the earth destorying 01t1es like London, Paris, New York, etc.
blqally, tas the battle of Armageddon reaches its awful climax and it appears that
all 1life will be destoryed on earth--in this very moment Jesus Christ will return to
save men from self-extinction," (Wayne Jackson, "The Battle of Armageddon", Pre-
millennialism, True or False, Edit., Wendell Nlnkler, Fort Worth: Winkler Publications,
1948, p. 130)
5, In this study let's consider:

Discussion.
J. THE NATURE AND DESIGN OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION.
A. The book of Revelation is a book of signs and symbols. Reve. 1l:1

1. The language of symbolism "was a mode of expression frequently adopted by Jewish
writers toward the close of the Old Testament dispensation, when, owing to
foreign oppression, it would have been ddangersus to speak plainly in matters
afifecting the national interests." (J.A. M'Blymont, The New Testament and its
Writers, London® A. & C. Black, 1893, ®. 277)
a. It revealed the truth to those "initiated in the significance of the word

pictures."
b. It concealed the truth from those who would abuse them,

2. "Westcott and Hort's Greek New Testament lists over five hundred references and
illusions from the Old Testament in Revelation, The Christians, being familiar
with the Old T estament Scriptures, would understand the symbols, hence grasp
the message ; their enemies would not," (Wayne Jackson)

Be Victory is the key of Revelation,

1. "overcome" is one of the key words of Revelation,

2, "The Greek word nikao (ovewcome, conquer, victory) is found twenty-eight times
in the New Tesbament and seventeen of these are in Revelation." (Wayne Jackson)

'3, The ultimate victory over God's enemies and the glorious triumph of Christien~
ity are the objects of Revelation,




3. AN UNDERSTANDING OF UHY HISTORY CF MEGIDDO WILL HELP U3.

A

B.

Ce

llegddo was "an important city of W Central Palestine, overlooking the ¥lain of

lisdraelon. It dominated the intersection of important trade routes =247 served as

the key to the defense of the Jordan Valley (from the $) and the Coastdl Plain

(from the )." (Charles F, Pfeiffer, Baker's Bible Atlas, Grand Rapids: Baker Book

House, 1961, p. 309) :

1. Har-Magedon literally means mountain of Megiddo,

2e "The fact that the hill of legiddo was about 70 feet high in John's day, and vas
in the vicinity of Carmal Range, justifies the use of Hebrew har used ldosely
in the 0ld Testement for 'hill! and 'hill country' . . " (R.J. A. Sherriffs,

The New Bible Dictionary, J.D. Douglas, ed., Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 197k,

Pe 505) ‘

. « o more battles have been fought on this plain than on any other in the world."

(Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, A Bible Atlas, New York: Rand McNally, 1954, p. 15)

le "It is not unlikely that the deliWerance under Deborah is regarded as setting
the pattern. T hen Sisera had 900 chariots of iron (Judz. 4:13) but in Isrsel

here was scarce a shield or spear among 40,000 (Judg. 5:8). Israel's position
was completely hopeless, Put when the Battle was joined 'the Lord routed Sisera
and all his chariots and all his army' (Jude, 4:15 RSV). So will it be at the
last day. llowever strong the forces of evil may appear, and however hopeless the
position of those of good, God will win the victory. He will resoundingly over=
. throw the evil," (Leon Morris, The Revelation of St. John, Crand Rapids: Lerdmans,

1973, pe 192)

2o It was here that Gideon won a great victory over the Midianites. (Judges 7)

3. Josiah was killed in battle here, (2 Kgs, 23:29)

Lo “Unat Yarathom is in Greek history; what Austerbitz is in Irench history; whab
Sedan 1s in German history; what CGettsburg is. in Awerican history; what iaterloo
is in Snglish history; thet was Armageddon_in Hebrew history,!

Its not uncommon for places to become symbols for concepts,

1. The Creek word gehenna for hell relates to the Valley of Hinnom, (2 Kgs. 14:3)

2. Zion (Reve 14:1) and Jerusalem (Rev. 21:2) are symbols of CGod's spiritual city.

3s Pabylon is symbolic of all that is opposed to God (Rev. 14:8)

Le "TIhe Old battle-ground becomes the symbol of the decisive struggle., It is ralsed
in meaning: it is a type, not a locality." (W. Boyd Carpsnter, Allicott's
Commentary On The Whole Lible, Grand iapids: Zondervan, 1959, V111, p. 609)

a. Armageddon is used as a symbol of "the final overthrow of all the forces of
evil by almishty God." (MHorris, op, cib.)

b. "le seem to be on safe ground when we understand the sncient battle-ground ot
llegicdo as a type of the final stand of the en-mies of rirhteousness against
the Lord at His appearing.” (Russell Bradley Jones, The Triumphant Christ And
His Church--—An Iixposition of the Revelation, Birmingham: Jones, 1971, p. 88)

Ce "o o o it will be remembered that this is apocalypse., Har-Magedon may stand
for the battlefield wihtout indicating any particular locality," (Isps, vol.
IT, p. 1340) ' -

de "Hence, Hor-Magedon is the symbol of every battle in which, when the need is
greatest and believers are orpressed, the Lord sudienly reveals his power in
the interest of his distressed people and defeats the enemy . . o That final
tribulation and that appearance of Christ on clouds of glory to deliver his
people, that is Har-Magedon," (i, Hendriksen, More Than Conquerors, Grand
Rapids: Paker Book Hosue, 1952, pp. 196-97)

ITT. A STUDY OF PHB CONTEXT OF REVELATICH 16 IN WIICH ARFAGEDDOH IS MENTIONTD.

A.

B

Ce

D

First, this is the only place in the Bible where this term is found.

sSecond, it occurs near the end of Revelation 16 which pictures God's bowls of wrath
"designed to be wniWersal, strictly punitive, and final." (Vayne Jackson)

Third, the plain of Megiddon is only 20 miles long and 1) miles wide~far too small
to accomodate the hundreds of millions of soldiers to engage in this battle.
Fourth, surely no one belie¥es that literal frogs are coming out of the mouths of
literal creatures to literally lead the literal soldiers in the literal valley of
liegiddo. (Rev. 16:13)
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Lo Fifth, "that great day of God Almighty" (Rev. 16:14c) is "the day of God's
final judgment," (William Arndt & F. W. Gingrich, A Greek-FEnglish Lexicon of the
New Testament and Other Barly Christian Literature, Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 1967, p. 347) Acts 2:20; Rom, 13:12; Phil, 1:6,10; 2:16; 1 John L:17;
#Jude 6, Rev, 6:17.
F. Sixth, the expression "come as a thief! is used quite often in connection with
the Lord's second coming tojudgment, Matt, 2h:43; 1 Thess. 5:2; 2 Pet, 3:10
Ge Seventh, the warning to watch is used regularly in connection with the day of
the Lord. Matte 2h:42,44; 25:13; 1 Cor. 16:13; 1 Thess. 5:6
He Lighth, the battle is vividly described in Revelation 19:11-16,
1, First, the one described here is truly Christ,
a, "faithful and True"---Rev, 3:1)
b, "His eyes were as a flame of fire"-—Rev. L1:143 2:18
Co "his name is called the Word of God"———John 1:1,14
2+ Second, white is used throughout the book as a symbol of victory,
a. "a white stone"---Rev, 2:17
b, "walk with me in whiteM——-Rev, 3:h,5
ce "clothed in white Raiment"——-Rev, Ll
de "ehold a white horse——-Rev, 6:2
€s "white robes'—--Rev, 7:13,1)
3¢ T hird, "in righteousness he doth Jjudge and make war", 19:1lc
ae The Lord's judgment is in righteousness and truth, Rom, 2:2
be But he will judge at his second coming, Matt. 25:31Lff; Rev, 20:11-15
Le Fourth, he will smite the nations at his coming, 19:15
a. The sharp sword no doubt symbolizes the word of God, Cf., Heb, L:12; Rev,
1:16; 2212
be He will judge with his words, John 12:48
Ce 2 Thess, 2:8 shows he will destory his foes "with the spirit of his
mouth" at his coming,
5 Fifth, Wayne Jackson gives the following summary of argument on these verses
and I belieWre he teaches the truth,
a. "The battle of Armageddon will occur when Christ comes to judge (Rev, 16:
16; 19:11),
b, But He will judge at His Second Coming(,Matt. 253313 Jdn, 12:hé>.
co The battle of Armageddon will thus take place at his second coming,

a. The Armageddon war will take place when Jesus destorys his enemies with
the breath of His mouth,

be But such will occur at His coming (parousi),
ce Therefore, Armageddon is the punishment inflicted by Christ at His Second
COming °
L. Ninth, the battle described here1§§1%2e>§&me battle described in Revelation 20:
Awill

8=10 in which Cod's chief enems be cast into the lake of fire and brim—
stone,

Conclusion,

le The idea of a literal physical battle being the battle of Armageddon is totally false,

4. Thsoe who are ready at the Lord's coming will go into the Supper (Rev. 19:6,7) but
those unprepared will be destoryed in the battle of Armageddon---the last day,
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IS LIF“ WORTH LIVING?

Tntroduction.
1le Over twenty thousand Americans take their own lives every year. Lvery day fifty-five
men and women”die by their own hand. Two die every hour. One dies Lvery thrty
minutes, .
2+ Why?' Simply, The answer’to this wide-spread, self-lnflxzted carnage lies 1n the
belief that life is not worth living.
3. Suicide is now the nation's tenth ranking cause of death, , '
a, One account told of a young girl in Lgnland that leaped to her death frorxa high
window of a famous cathedral,
be Another told of a young man in New York who climbed out onto a promlntory'of a
building and was about to jump: FEveryone pleaded with him in vain, Among his
last words were these "I wish someone could convince me that life is worth

living?®
Le The rlstng rate of suicides seems especially strange at a time when our l%v:ng
- standard is higher than ever before.. i%"

"a, Never have people been so wellfed, clothed and housed.

b. Never have there been so many luxuries,

ce Never has there been so much entertainment,

ds Never has there been a time when science has extended life for most people.
5. Strangely enough people are guestioning whether life is worth living.

Discussion,
I, WHAT ARE THE CAUSES OF SUICIDES?
A, Sociolegists and psychologists mention a number of factors.
N 1. Such things as illness, distress, financial reverses, frustratLon, loneliness,
aimlessness, and a failure to love'and be loved:
2. Suicides appear in some instances in lives frought with dlfflcultles and suffer-
ingge: o
a. A person finds circumstances so hard he feels he cannot go on,
b, Immanuel Kant, the noted philosopher, pictures man's struggle to live like
the dove might regard the resistance of the air.
c. Actually it is theresistance whlch enables the dove to fly and planes to
remain aloft.
d., Many of the difficutlies of life add challenge and gzest to life,
(1) Paul's conflicts were his challenge., 2 Cor. 11:24~27.
’ (2) He was not overcome, but helped, 2 Cor, 12:10,15,
3+ Suicides sometimes come out of a background of luxury and affluence.
a. A movie star occasionally commits suicide, "He had everything to live with,
but nothing=to live for," i o
- be The words .of the Bible are appropflate here, i
(1) Jesus. Ik. 12:15,
(2) solomon. Prov. 30:8,9
t3) Paul. 1 Tim, 636,
Lo The despondent negative attitude toward life results not so much from the cir-
cumstances which surrounds a person, as from the inner reaction to such cir-
cumstances,
aes One person posses little, but is truly grateful.
b. fnother person has everytling, but finds no joy in life,
¢, One mother beams with Joy over a new baby while anotmr has eyes full of
hatred and resentment.,
d. One person is crushed by*life while.another is challenged by life.
IT, T VIEW OF THE DISTRUBING STATISTICS AND FACTORS THAT LEAD TO SUICIDE, TFWOULD LIKL
TO SUGGEST FQUR STMPLE, BUT PROFOUND RULES, FOR LIVING,
A. Dependence Upon God.
l. Man, regardless of his education, is unable to cope with all the problems of
life, Jers 10:23.




2. Man still needs God's guidance., ' Psaes 23:le -
3 Jesus emphasized his eternal presence. Mt, 28:20,
Le Paul showed our great need of God. Phil., 4:6,7,13.
5 The greatest deterrent to suicide and the ablllty to face difficulties is a
strong relgiious faith., 2 Cor., 4:8,9, 165173 Hom. 8:31,35,37. :
Be W1111n<ness to accept our lot,
1. Paul had learned to accept his lot, Phil, B:11-13, Cf, Acts 16 :25ff,
2. It is often difficult to accept:
a, Poverty in the face of luxury.
b, Illness in the face of health,
C. Live in the present,

1, William Osler wrote "If the load of tomorrow be added to that of yesterday and corried

today, it will make the strongest falter, Live in day=tight compartments, Dontt
let yesterday and tomorrow intrude into your life. Live one day at a time. You
will avoid the waste of energy, the mental distress, the nervous worries that
dog the steps of the man who is anxious about the future,"
2. Jesus said "Be not therefore anxious for the morrow; for the morrow will be’
anxious for itself. Sufficent unto the day is the evil thereéf." Mbt. 6:34,
3. Living one day at a time enables us to overcome difficulties that would 6v@r—
come us if we saw them all at once,
Le Tt is good to encourage our young people to look to the future, but it can be
© hurtful to the present, h
a. lle can leave our pre—schooJ child dissatisfied until he reached school; the
grade school child is dissatisfied until J nior High, and so on_ untJJ dcubh
comes, we continue to live in the future,
D, Accept a worthwhile challenge for life, ' 4 )
- 1a Paul was able to undergo tremendous persecutions because he had a Lrowendous
: dedication to Christ, . Phil, 3:13,1k.
2. Victor, Frankel, in his book "Man's Search For Meaning, tells about his unforte
unate eklstence in a concentration camp during YWorld Waf 1T, He was herded bo-
gether with undreds ofothermen, fed and treated generally like an animal,
Llfe became unbearable, in the filth and deprlvatjon of the concenﬁratlon C AllPe
Men came to lose all OL their previous civilized senstivities and beh.ved al-
most like ferocious enimals. Frankel makes the comment that many died and
many others lost touch with reality. Those who survived, he observes, were thos -
continued to have purpose in life, Then, he suggests ou;te penetratingly, that in
our modern ‘high-complicted, sometimes ruthless twentieth:century civilization, the
ones who w111 survive are the ones who have worthwjile purpose in life, This
that Christ provides for our life.

Conclusion,

1. We remember with appreciation the words of Longfellow, in his A Psalm of Life,
"Life is reall Life is earnestl
And the grave is not its goal;
Dust thou art,
To dust returnest,
Was not spoken of the soul,!
2. To those who have found life burdensome and overwhelmlng, we would say in the words of
the familiar hymn,
"Bring Christ your broken life, so Marred by sin,
He will create anew, make whole againg
Your enpty, wasted years He will restor?,
And your inigquities remember no more,"

S



WEYAMINE YOURSELVESH
2 Cor. 13:5

Introd,

1. At this time of the year many of you have or will be busily engaged in taking inventory. -
You are examing last year with a view to hbhib year. You are testing your profit or
loss:

a. You might take for granted that you made a profit and not even check,
b. You might possibly get by with this for a year or two, but the day of reckoning would
come and you might realize that you were operating at a loss,

2. The automobil® industry has what they call "proving grounds" and all automobiles must
be proven or tested before they are put on the market,

3.Paults admonition, 2 Cor. 13:5. Notice:

a, What to do? (1) "Examine"——-To test, prove, approve.(FL/H/472)—
(2) "ProveM—w——Test, prove, with the expectation of approving,
(3) "Know yourselves"
be Who? "Yourselves" i
ce Why? (1) "whether ye be in the faith", Cf, Acts 6:7; Gal. 1:23; Jude 3.
(2) "whether Christ be in your"
B, Results? Approved or Reprobates
Le Let us observe:

Discussion,
I. WHAT IS TO BE THE METHOD OF SELF=EXAMINATION?
As Tt should be done with perfect candour or honesty., Its easy to examine someone
else with complete honesty, but refuse to apply the same rule to our own lives,
B oIt should be carried on as under the eye of the omiscient and all-searching God,
Ce The standard by which we judge ourselves should be the high and infallible word
of God because this is the standard by which we will be finally judged.
De There should be no attempt to exalt self and run-down others,
IT. WHAT ARE TO BE THE FIELDS OF SELF=EXAMINATION?
A, In Christian Living. Rom, 12 :1,2,
1. A man proves an ax by trying it under varying circumstances,

2+ A man proves his religion to himself and to others by seeing it work under varying
circumstances, ' :

Bes In observance of the Lord's Supper., 1 Cor. 11:28,

Ce In love, 2 Cor. 8:24. ’ ' '

D¢ In our works or deeds (test them by God's word)., Gal. 6:4; Eph. 5:10,

E. In our growth, 1 Pet. 2:1,23 2 Pgt, 3:18; Heb, 5:12-14, (Are you stronger
spiritually than you were one years ago?)

Fe In our interest for lost souls., Rom, 10:l.

Conclusion,

1. After the examination what do you find? Is Christ in you or have you just been
pretending?

2. Are you a reprobate or a growing, dedicated Christian in God!s service?
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TTRUE TO A COMMITMENT

When General George Pickett alerted his troops for the famous charge at Gettys-

burg, another commander, Wilcox, rode up to him and taking a flask of whiskey from

his pocket said, "Pickett, take,a drink with me, In an hour you will be in torment

or in glory." Pickett refused to drink,"saying: "I promised a little girl who is

waiting and praying for me down in Virginia that"I would keep fresh upon my lips,

wntil we should meet again, the breath of the vidlets she gave me when wé parted,

Whatever my fate, Wilcex, I shall try to'do my duty like a man." Thus, for his

wordt!s sake he rode to glory w1thout the smell of liquor upon his breath. He was

true to his word,

A commitment is a promise, vow, eath, trust, etc., Observe some uses of theword in

the Bible,

as Gene 39:8———=i, , , he hath committed all that he hath to my hand."

be 1 Kgse 14:27-"Rehoboam ", . o committed them unto the hands of the chief of the
guard, !

Ce Psa, 31l:5~===!"Tnto thine hand I commit my spirit . . "

de Rom, 6:lb=——=tWhosoever commiteth sin is the servant of sin o o "

Discussione

Ls

IT.

ST

IN THE OLD TESTAMENT WHEN THE JEWS MADE AN OATH OR TOOK A VOW TO_THE LORD, THEY
KEPT IT, :

A. The law required that they keep any promise they made, Deubt, 23:21-233 Num,
30223 Eccles 5:h4; :
Be S0 binding were vows under the law that Jephthath kept his rash vow. Jud, 11:30f
IN THE NEW TESTAMENT THE FORCE OF COMMITMENT IS BRULY REALIZ ED.
A, Paul said unto the Jews were committed the oracles of God, Rom, 3:2.
Be  Ag dlspensatlon of the gospel was committed unto Paul, l Cor. 9:17; Cf. Gales
237 ;
Co "Keep that which is co mmitted to thy trust. o " 1 Tim, 6:20,
D, We have committed our souls te God, 2 Tim. 1:12,
TODAY WE ARE COMMITTED TO THE LORD.
A, When a boy is inducted into military service he is sworn in, to defend the
constitution, to fight for his country, to march and fight under its flag,
Be When a couple are married vows are taken——--committment are made.
Ce Christians are married to Christ. Roms Tl -
1. Baptism was our marriage ceremony., Rom, 6:1-5, 2
2+ Bro, Marshall Keeble told at Freed-Hardeman in 1965 about going up into
Kentucky to hold a meeting. He was staying with a widow who was the head
of a Baptist Church, She went to hear him preach and he taught her the
truth, She desired to be baptized, so she went to a trunk and got out the
beautiful dress she had been married in years before. Some friends objected
that she could not be baptized in that because it was her wedding dress. She
said I am getting married to the Lord.’
De Preachers have a commibtment to the Lord, I committed myselfs
ls To war a good warfare, 1 Tim, 1:18,19,
2. To be an example and to study., 1 T1m¢ ) 12,13,165
3+ To preach the word, 2 Tim, L43l=5,
Ee Elders have a commitment to the Lord. Elders commit themselves:
l. To be an example and to lead the flock. Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:2,3,
2, To labor in the Lord's work, 1 Thess. 5:12,33, '
3. To watch in behalf of the members of the congregation, Heb, %3:17,
Fo Deacons have a commitment to the Lord, You committed yourself:
le T use the office of a deacon well, 1 Tim, 3:13,
2, To serve this congregation. Acts 6:1-7,
Ge Bible class teachers have a commitment to the Lord. You cemmitted yourself:
le To mould the lives of those that you teach, :
2 T, recognize the great responsibility of a teacher. Jas, 3:l.




He Every Christian has a commitment to the Lord, When you confessed Jesus Chrlst
as Lord and were baptized you commited yourself to:
1, Give self to the Lord. Rom, 12 :1,
2, Abound in the work of the Lord, 1 Cor. 15:58, Aboy was asked if his’
father was a Christian., He replied, "Yes, but he.is not working much at it
Jjust now," Not as many church workers as members.,
3. To go to others with the gospel. Mk, 16:15,
Lo To sing praises to Gods Eph., 5:19,
5, To assemble wit! God's people. Heb, 10:25,
6, To grow in grace and knowledge. 2 Pet. 3:18,
7. Love your brother, 1 Pet, 1l:22,
8+ To do good unto all men, Gale 6:10,
9. Assume a responsibility in the local congregétion and its work.
a. Bach Christian is to be identified with a local congregation and to
work within its framework. This congregation belongs to all of us,
"This building and this work belongs to all of use

b. In Nigeria three men were baptized by a m1351onary recently come from
the United States. The date of their baptizm was Sept., 26 l96h. Tow
of them lived in one small village and the third, Lagarus, llved aboub
ten miles away, The preacher promised to meet W1th the the two the
following Sunday, Lazarus promised to be there, The missionary didn't
believe Lazarus would come for he said, "You see, I am from America where too
many converts of a yester year would not walk ten blocks, much less ten
mlles, to study God!s word, I am from America where people who have
money sufficient to buy many Bibles still s eldom see fit to seriously
study one," He could have said I am from America where members of the
church promise but feel no compulsion to keep it.," Tt did not seem
likely that Lazarus, who did net own a Bible, who could hardly feddj
who was an elderly man with ten miles to walk, would come, No, by
Anerican standards, he wouldN8t be there, But he was, and a second and
third time, The mlssionary went to his village to teach after his
third walk, In mix weeks, seventy-five souls were baptized in that one
area, The First was Lazarus! own brother.

Gonclusion,

1, God and Christ were .nd are faithful to thelr commitments for us,
a, God is faithful., 1 Cor, 1:9.
b. Christ was true to his commitment. Mt., 20: 28

2, One that claims to be a child of God must be true te the commitments one
has made to Gode To be otherwise would be like a wo an who has played the
harlot insisting that she is true to her husband, or to a traitor claiming
he is loyal to his country while giving secrets to the eneny.
One cannot be true nor loyal to God and Cprist without being true te the
commitments one makes to them,

3¢ If you have been faithIess to you commitments, now is the time to change all
that,.
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THE SIN OF MURMURING
Phil, 2:12-16

Tntroduction

1, Have you ever been around someone that murmuredand complained all the time? How deo
you feel? Somet imes husbands ‘and wivés complain to each other about their feéllngs
all the time,

2o Are you ome that is never satisfied? Do you murmur and complain?

3. I propose to talk with you about the "sin murmuring,"

Discussion
T WHAT DOES "MURMUR" MEAN? )
Ae Tt means to " mutter, murmur, grumble, say anything in a low tone."
Be It is used of " indignantcomplaining,®
Ce It means " indignant complaining or displeasure,"
Do Murmurings then stand for all sorts of ill-concealed, half checked, and
half= uttered complaintse
Ee Disputings are murmurings come to the surface and breaking out into captious
and angry discussions,
Fe A murmurer is one who complains, Jude 16,

II, SOME BIBLE EXAMPLES OF MURMURING AND WHY

as Three days aftér thi children deft Egypt they were murmurlng about not having
" any water, Exe 15:23,243 Cfe 17:1,3,
Be They next murmured about not having food, Ex, 16:1,2, They later murmured
" because of the food they had, Num, 1l:b, i :
Ce After the spies gave report about the giants they murmured about hise Nume 1/:1,2;
Deut, 1327 ( to be discontented,) “ 8
Do Later they murmured about the authority of Moses and Aaron, Num, 16:3,11,
e After God caused the ground to swallew up Korah and company the people
" murmured against Meses and Aaron, Num, 16241,
Fo The laborérs in the vineyard murmured against the goodmen because of their paye
T Mbe 20:¢11, ‘ :
Go Israel murmured against princes becausg they kept their word, Josh, 9:16-18,
H, When Jesus ate with Matthew whe scribes and Pharisees grumbled, Ik. 5:30.
I, The Jews grumbled because Jesus said " I am the bread which come down from
heaven," Jne 6341,
Jo There was murmuring in the early church, Acts 6:1 ff,

IIT, SOME WAYS IN WHICH WE MURMUR AND COMPLAIN TODAY.

Ao Some are callled upon to suffer persecutions, sickness, etc., We may muriur
- and complaine
Be We may murmur and complain about our jobs,
Ce We can yurmur and complain about the work we do in the church of how
much we give,
D, We may murmur and complain about the way things are done,
1. Question: Is it because they are done wrong?
2+ Questiont Or because they are dot done our way?

IV, SOME CONBIDERATIONS WHICH MAY ACT AS CURES OR CORRECTIVEZ.

Ao God's attitude toward murmuring. ’
1, " Bub with many of them God was dlopleased....." 1 Cer. 10: 5.
2o " Neither murmur ye..ee" 1 Cor, 10:10, '
" 3, "Do all things without murmuring.iee" Phil, 2:1),
Bes The injurois moral effect of murmuring.
1. It effects the murmur himself by maklng him unhappy.
2. It effects society in general for it is very disteessing to all that hear it,
Co Christ example should keep us from murmuring in our trails, 1 Pet, 2:21-23,
De The hope of the future when all our reasons for complaints will be overs




1, Our light afflictious but for a moment,

2, Sufferings of this life not worthy to be compared, Rom, 8:18,

3e¢ 1 Peb, 4:12,13,

CONCLUSION

2 Core Litl7.

l. Thankfulness for Godls biessing will cure murmuring,

2e Greater dependence on Gode
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THREE THINGS THAT EVERY MAN I3 GOING TO DO 801 -

Introduction. :
1, Man is a free moral agent and
2, Most of us choose to do about

Tid

has the power to choose-~Josh, 24:15.
what we want to do. Our cholces are gen=-

erally governed by our likes and dislikes.

2, There are things in regard to
do:

this 1life that we often say men have to

a, Have to pay taxes=-~In this man has a choice-Pay taxes or go to jail,
b. Eat food and drink water--En this man has & choice--Eat food and

drink and live or refuse and die.

£, |

4, But, it is our purpose in this lesson, to call to our attention three
things in which we will have no choice, we're going to do them whether
we want to or not. Every man is:

Discussione
T. GDING TO DIE-~-HEBREWS 027 4

A, Although we are going to die, and cannot avoid it, we can determine

what kind of death it will
14 Death to a Christian is:

be, Meaning:

a. A sleep--1 Thess, 4:13ff.

b, The pubting off of this earthly tabernacle in readiness to re=~
ceive a greater--2 Cor. 5:1,

c., Not the end of everything-~1l Cor, 15:51-55,

2. Death to the sinner i8¢

2, The end of all opportunity to prepare--This truth taught by
the rich man and Lazarus=--Luke 16:19=-31.
b. Since he dies unprepared he will rise one day unprepared and

be condemned--John S5
B. Friends, we do_'t have the

28,29,

power to keep from dying, but we do have

the power to dfe as a C, ristian,
II. GOING TO STAND IN THE JUDGIIENT%#MATT, 25:31; REV. 20:11,12,

A, Stand in the judgment to give an account of ourselves--2 Cor, 5:10;
Rom, 14:12--(To give an account means & reckoning; a statement and
explanation, as to one's discharge of responsibilitles; The act or
fact of accounting, as to God, for one's conduct-Webster) Some of
the things for which men are going to give an account.

1., Christians and sinners alike, forevery 1ldle word--Matt. 12:36,37,
o, Christians for the way we have forgiven our brethren-Matt. 18:25~

35,

3., Christians for the way we have used our talents--Matt., 25:14=-30,
a., Relate the account emphasizing verse 19, b, Some have buried

their talents.

4, Sinners, that speak evil of Christiasns, are going to give an ac-
count for it--1 Pet, 4:3-5.

a, This same thought is
Gen., 12:1=3.
b, Men ought to be afrai

expressed in God's promise to Abrahame-=

d to speak evil of C ristians.

5, For the way we have heard the word of God=--Luke 8:18,

6. Elders are going to give
through their negligence

led God's word=-2 Cor., 4

an account for every soul that is lost

7. Preachers are going to give an account for the way they have hand-

:1320‘ RS

B.  Going to stand in the judgment to have our whole life made knowne==-=

7° 1 1 Tim, 5:24,25=Eccle. 12:14

0 Bo* receiie rewards and puni
1. They that have done good
2. Tyey that have done evil
+ v Mavta 25:41, :
D. Although we' have no choice
» @ choice as to how we will
¢ 1, With boldness if we have
2. With fear if unprepared.

shments .
an eternal home-=Matt, 25:34, .
or failed to do good, eternal punishment-

about standing in the jﬁdgmentuwe do have
stand. . A
loved God and our fellowmane-lfJohn 4317,

1l
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WHEN_DIFFICULTIRS BECOME DOORS o 9
Phil, 1:1-21 ,

In.t., %
1. Read or quote Phil, 1:1-21 : ]
2+ On Tuesday evening Bro., Maurice Hall said "God has used the war situations and tene
sion in Saigon to advance the gospel in Vietnam," ' '
3. Listen to Paul: "But I would you should understnad, brethren, that the things which
happered unto me have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel,.® 1:12,
- a, Give a few comments on first eleven verses, i
be Paul was able to turn difficulties into doors because his life was Christ=centered
and gospel-saturated, IListen: '
(1) "Your fellowship in the gospel"-it means more to me than I can tell.™ 1:5,
(2) ™the furtherance of the gospel"—the outcome of my imprisonment. 1:7.
(3) "the defense of the gospel"=--this is my occupation and everybody who knows
me knows it, 1:17 !
(4) "the faith of the gospelM-——-~this is the scheme of reality in which I want
all my Christian friends to stand. 1:27,
Le Libilities can become assets. Frustrations can be transformed into fulfillments.
The very troubles that might stop the gospel can be captured and made to serve the
gospel, TIt's not what happens to us, but how we react to what happens, It's not the
tragic event but the turning of thé event into something other than tragic—~this is
the viectory,

5 Difficulties can become doors., But what are some difficulties that may become doors?

Dis,
I. PHYSICAL HANDICAPS OR LIMITATTIONS MAY BECOME DOORS.

A, Pafll's physical handicap or limitation had become a door to the furtherance of
the gospel. How? 1:12,

1, "So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other
places." 1:13, Wider publicity for the gospel. ‘

2o "And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds o o
1:14, Greater courage for the brethren.

Be Many doors of opportunity were opened to Helen Keller through her blindness,

Co Fannie Crosby wrote many of the songs that we sing in our worship to God even
though she was blind,

D. Leslie Fortune, paralyzed from the waist down has had many doors opened to him
since his paralyzis,

F, Yesrs ago a professor in Richmond, Virginia, was lecturing to his students and
quoted Rome 8:28, One of his student said: "But, professor, you don't believe
that 'all things work together for good!---all the pain and suffering and misery—
do you?2 His reply "The things themselves may not be good, but you can make
them work together for good," Before that day's sun went down his wife was
killed in and automobile accident and he was left a cripple, When the President
of the college visited him he said "Tell my students that Rom. 8:28 still holds
good," Before a year had passed he died., They inscribed Rom., 8:28 on his tormb,
Crippled, he congmered, Physically deprived, he grew spiritually,

II. PERSECUTIONS OPEN DOORS.

A, God opened a door of faith unto the %entiles to Paul on his first journey even
in the midst of stoning. A, 127, 1988,

B. Aé"greab door" was opened in;&ﬁg%gb?sgven though the adversaries were many, 1 Cor,
16:9. EFfTES G

Co A "d'oor of utterance was opened while he was in bonds." Col. 4:3.

De The persecution of the Jerusalem church was that which opened doors. A, 8:l-l,
1IT. THWARTING OF ONE'S OWN DESIRES MAY SEEM DISASTEROUS AT THE TIME, BUT MAY OPEN DOORS.
A, Paul wanted to preach the word in Asia, but God forbade him. Acts 16 :6-8.

Bs But God was opening a door for Paul., A. 16:9ff; 2 Cor. 2:12.

Cs One should not struggle against the hindrances of God, but use them to open greater
doors.




TV. DIFFICULTIES THAT SEEM USELESS AT THE TIME MAY OPEN DOORS OF HELPFULNESS LATER.

A, Joseph's sale into Egypt seemed usless and terrible at the time, but God used it
4o save much people alive," Gene 50:20,

Be Joseph's imprisonment seemed unfair since he had done no wrong, but through -
that occured it opened a door to a position of prominence and power. Gen. 39,40,

C. Ahasurerus's choice of Esther to be his queen may have seemed adifficulty for
her, but it opened a door of salvation for her people later. -

D, Daniel's night in the lion's den for refusing to quit praying may seem foolish
to some, but it opened the door for opportunity to glorify God's name, Dan, -6s

B, The young high school girl's refusal to reign as Queen of the High School Ball
may look out of place, But once she gave her reasons why, it brought the-whole

- school to their feet in respect for her convictions.

Conclusion. ' r

1. Difficulties can become doors, frustrations can become joys, if you and I will let
them, ' '

2, Tn the midst of difficulties Paul was thankful and joyful., Phil, 1:14~21,
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EVIDENCE OF CHRISTIANITY ; 2265/ 483
The Conversion of Saul 7 )
Acts 9:1-18

Eat, ' 1
T. Read or quote Acts 9 1-18,
2. There are four main points we want notice in the next few lessons about the conversion
of Saul.
a. First, what is conversion.
be Second, what does one do in conversion.
c. Third, the actual conversion of saul
de Fourth the conversion of Saul becomes one of the greatest proofs of the truthfulness
of Chrlstlanlty.
3. Let's consider:

Dise
I, WHAT TS CONVERSION?
A. Tt means "to turn aboubt, turn towards; a turning from and a turnlng to."
B. The original Greek word Strepho, occurs 18 times in the N.T., and is translated

turn, in every instance, except Mt. 18:13., In all these instances except one, that
which was turned, turned itself, :
Ce The orlglnal Greek word epistrepho, occurs 30 tlmes.

l, It is translated turn 22 times,

2. It is translated convert or converted 8 times,

3. In a large majority of these cases that which was turned turned itself.

Ls There is nothing in the word itself showing which wasy the turning is, whether
from good to bad or bad to good, The context must determine: For example:

2 Pet, 2:22,
D, "Converted to God, means turned to God, and nothing else,"
II. WHAT DOES ONE DO IN CONVERSION OR IN TURNING TO GOD?
A. A person that turns to God properly or in the Bible sense must undergo three
distinct divine changes:

1. A distinet divine change in the heart.

2+ A distincet divine change in the life, or character.

3e A distinct divine change in the state or relation.

Be In order to these three distinct changes God has Bhree distinct appointmentss

1. Faith is appointed to change the heart.

2. Repentance is appointed to change the life,

3. Immersion is appointed to change the relation,

Ce Let's notice first the distinct divine change in the heart,

1. What is meant by a distinct divine change in the heart? Such a change destorys
the love of sin and establishes the love of God in the heart.

2. What produces this chanze? TFaith, as we have seen, but to illustrate more fully
let's)suppose a man of 45 in our community. (Check: Gospel Preacher, Vol. 1,D.
138ff

3« One grand mistake supposed by many about the change of heart is that it is
evidence of pardon, '"Pardon is not a change in us, but an act of pardoning in
heaven for us." Ills A man condemned to die. Pardon is obtained in Nahsville,
but he hasn't heard about it yet. Does he rejoice. No., Because he doesn't know
it yet. It does not take place in him, but in Nashville for him,

De Now let's noticg thg distined divine change in life,

l. A change iné& is useless unless there is a corresponding change 'in life,

2. Repentance is appointed to change the life because it means a change of purpose.
As 17:30; 2 Cors 7:8-11.

3« Repentance does not change the past life, but the penitent regrets the past life
and looks to the future,

Le It's only when the sinner is changed in heart—-the love of sin destroyed, and
changed in mind or life 80 as to quit practicing sin that he is a proper subject
of pardon.

E. Next, let's observe the-aange of state or relation,




1, Though the sinner is changed in heart and mind by faith and repentance, his relation
remains unchanged. When Israel of old followed Moses to the Red Sea they
were changed in heart by their faith in him and changed in mind by there following
hlm, but their state or relation to Lgypt remained the same,

2. It is irmersion into Christ that changes the state, It has not power to change the
heart and life., That's why you find good people that have not been immersed and
you find bad people that have been immersed,

3. Illustration:
aes No two persons can properly enter a marriage relatlonshlp without three chan 7es

(1) Change of heart

(2) Change ¢f mind or life

(3) Change of state :
b, When they begin to date their heart is gradually changed, and then you begln'to

see a change in their life, But has their state changed? When does it change?

Not until the marriage ceremony, ; g

Con,

T. The person whose heart has beenchanged by faith, whose life has been changed by PE
pentance and whose state has been changed by 1mmer31on is a converted person,

2. Just like on Pentecost and Acts 3., Peter told them to "turn" because faith has
already changed their heart, repentance has changed their life and nothing re-
mained but a change of relation-—~thise was the turning commanded.
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CONVERSIONS IN ACTS (VD)

SAUL OF TARSUS
Steve Miller

BACKGROUND

Doremus Hayes noted the impact Saul’s

conversion had on the world when he wrote:
The greatest event in the history of the human race was
the birth of Jesus. The greatest event in the life of Jesus
was his resurrection from the dead. After these two
moments of primary importance in the history of the
human race and of the Christian Church, the next most
momentous occurrence in their history was the

conversion of Paul (Paul and His Epistles, p. 27).

In Paul’s inspired words, he reflected on his
early life: “I am verily a man which am a Jew, born
in Tarsus, a city of Cilicia, yet brought up in this
city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to
the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and
was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day. And
I persecuted this way unto the death, binding and
delivering into prisons both men and women” (Acts
22:3-4) and “Circumcised the eighth day, of the
stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew
of the Hebrews; as touching the righteousness
which is in the law, a Pharisee; Concerning zeal,
persecuting the church; touching the righteousness
which is in the law, blameless” (Phil. 3:5-6).

At the stoning of Stephen, “the witness laid
down their clothes at a young man’s feet, whose
name was Saul” (Acts 7:58). Here is the first
mention of Saul of Tarsus in the New Testament,
Paul the persecutor! Concerning Stephen, “Saul was
consenting unto his death” (Acts 8:1). “As for Saul,
he made havoc of the church entering into every
house, and haling men and women committed them
to prison” (Acts 8:3).

Saul was very zealous in his opposition to
Christianity. “And Saul, yet breathing out
threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of
the Lord, went unto the high priest. And desired of
him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if
he found any of this way, whether they were men or
women, he might bring them bound unto
Jerusalem” (Acts 9:1-2).

Later, Paul reflected on his previous lifestyle,
as, “Who was before a blasphemer, and a
persecutor, and injurious” (1 Tim. 1:13). He counted
himself the “chief of sinner” (1 Tim. 1:15).

HIS CONVERSION
“And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus:
and suddenly there shined round about him a light
from heaven: And he fell to the earth, and heard a
voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest
thou me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the
Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is

hard for thee to kick against the pricks. And he
trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou
have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise,
and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what
thou must do. And the men which journeyed with
him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no
man. And Saul arose from the earth; and when his
eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him
by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. And
he was three days without sight, and neither did eat
nor drink” (Acts 9:3-9).

The Lord then appeared to Ananias and sent him
unto Saul (Acts 9:10-19). Ananias obeyed and went
to Saul (Acts 9:17-18; 22:12-16). Ananais followed
the instructions of Christ and went to the house of
Judas where Saul had been instructed to stay. When
Saul regained his sight, Ananias stated: “The God of
our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest
know his will, and see that Just One, and shouldest
hear the voice of his mouth. For thou shalt be his
witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and
heard. And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be
baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the
name of the Lord” (Acts 22:14-16).

What did Saul do? He believed in Christ (Acts
22:10). He repented of his- sins and was willing to
obey the Lord, “And I said, What shall T do, Lord?”
(Acts 22:10). He was baptized. He was not a
Christian until he had been baptized into Christ
(Gal. 3:26-27).

Jesus Christ appeared to Saul on the road to
Damascus to make him an apostle (Acts 26:16-18).
One of the qualifications of being an apostle was to
have seen the risen Lord (2 Peter.1:16). Saul was
chosen by the Lord (Acts 9:15-16).

j aul. of Tarus to the Christia
_faith is one of the great evidences of Christianity,
The remarkable change effected in Paul’s life by his
conversion affords one of the strongest internal proofs
that Biblical teaching and history are true, especially in
their testimony to Christ. How to account for Paui’s
conversion has been a conundrum for skeptics and
liberalists second only to the problem of Christology. If
Paul’s account of his own conversion is true, it
establishes the truth of Christ and Christianity. Thus,
we see its crucial place in Christian Apologetics. It is

another keystone in the arch (L. S. Keyser, A System Of
Christian Evidence, p. 117).

Saul went from being a persecutor of Christians
to being a faithful disciple of Christ. He received
remission of sins after he was immersed (Acts
22:16). He was called to be an apostle and minister
of the gospel of Jesus Christ.--13 Preston Estates,/ .
Paintsville, KY 41240-8641.

“We need to be careful lest we become so
involved in the mechanics of the Scriptures that
we miss the message of the Scriptures.”



PAGE 24

MARCH 1998 0 THEREFORE STAND

(Continued From Page 19):

to maintain their faith in a hostile educational
setting, as in our state schools. This was and is a
great idea! Why do brethren who operate our
schools use false teachers, allow them to teach their
error and then to remain silent when they do teach
error? With the teaching of Grady, and others like
him, why should brethren pay the extra funds to
send their children to schools, operated by brethren,
where their faith can be undermined and destroyed,
rather than strengthened? Why do brethren send
their money to colleges who allow teaching to
destroy the very unity of the church for which Jesus
prayed (John 17)?

To some our colleges have become more sacred
and more important than the church of our Lord for
which He shed His blood (Acts 20:28). The
colleges, and many of their teachers along with
some brethren, believe that what is taught is above
being questioned.

When questioned one is often rebuked with the
remark: Who are you to question any college or
teacher in a college? Many assume, and wrongly so,
that whatever is taught in our colleges is always in
harmony with the Bible. We can prove this is not
the case. However, this ought not be so.

The Lord did not die for ANY college among
us. The church of our Lord is above ANY college
among us. The church began without ANY
college and does not need our colleges to survive
and to be strong.

I am not opposed to Christian colleges. We
have three children who attended and graduated
from two different Christian colleges. We need to
understand the Scriptures, the role of the church, the
purpose of our colleges and the amenability of all
men to God and His Word, Christian and
non-Christian.--Editor, 148 Alta Street, Marietta,
OH 45750-2607.

~ e~~~
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(Continued From Page 22):

could eat and live forever. If sin had not entered the
picture, Adam and Eve could have lived and would
still be married to each other. Alas, sin did enter
(Gen. 3:1-13) and with sin came death (Gen.
3:3,19). Marriage, by God’s design is for a lifetime.
Since death ends the mate’s life, it also ends the
marriage. By Divine design marriage is to last until
“death do us part” (Rom. 7:1-4; 1 Cor. 7:39).

What do you think? One man and one woman
enjoined by God in a lifelong relationship
committed to fulfilling each other’s spiritual,
emotional and physical needs. It is so simple! It just
might work. After all, it was designed to work this
way.--P. O. Box 351, Hundred, WV 26575.
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THE FICKLENESS OF HUMAN NATURE Y5y

Int.

1. Read or quote Gal. Ll:l-=2/,

2.ﬂ3&lat1a was one of the fourteen states or provinces of Asia Minor. The inhabitants
of Galatia were a Celtic race, In physique they resembled the Germans——-men of* large
stature, fair skin, blue eyes and light hair. In temperament they were restless
and impulsive,

a., Paul preached to the Galatlans on hlS second journey and establlshed churches,
A, 16 6 o
be On his third journey he "went over all the country of Galatia and phrygia in
order, strengthening all the disciples." - A, 18:23.)
3. The main lesson in Galatians 1 and 2 is Paul's defense of his apostleship. -
a. First, he declares that he did not receive his message from man., Gale, L1: 6—12a.
be Second, it came by the revelation of Jesus Christ. Gal. 1:12b.
ce Third, he gave several reasons to prove his points. g, B
(1) He couldn't have learned it from his past. Gal. 1:13,14. i .
(2) Immediately after his converion he preached in Damascus. Gal. 1:17,
(3) It was three years before he went to Jerusalem and then he saw just one
of the apostles and stayed but 15 days. Gal, 1:18.
(4) 14 years later he went up to Jerusalem and told the gospel he preached to
the Gentiles and the apostles accepted him and it. Gales 2:1-10,

Le Bub there is another lesson that is less prominent, but not: less important, and
certainly not less needed,

5. Letls consider the "Fickleness of Human Nature,!

Discussion,
I, WHAT IS THE MEANING OF FICKLE?
A. Webster defines fickle thus:

1. "False, deceitful, inconstant . o o"

2. "Marked by lack of steadfastness, constancy, stability; given to ready
change, inconstancy, whimsical choice, or unpredictable variability.™"

B. In view of the meaning of fickle, a fickle person is descrited in a number of
ways in the Bible:

1, Jesus descirbed him as one that hath not root in himself, Mt, 13 :20,2l.

2. Paul shows that such a one is a child "carried about with every wind of
doctrine," Iphe L:llh.

3. Such a one, as James shows "is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind
and tossed,™ Jas. Ll:6,.

IT. SOME EXAMPLES OF FICKLESNESS OF HUMAN NATURE.
A. Ahab's servants, faithful to him while he lived, willing turned over the heads
of his 70 sons to Jehu, 2 Kgs, 10:1ff,
B .When Jesus Cprist made his triumphant entry into Jerusalem the people "book
branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet him, and cried, Hosanna: Blessed
5 bhe’Kihg of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord." Jn. 12:13,

But one week later these same people shouted "crucify him," Jn, 19:15.

C. When Paul and Baynabas healed a cripple at Lystra the people shouted "The gods
are come down to us in the likeness of men" (A, 14:11) but at the persuasion

of certain Jews they stoned Paul (4., 14:19). ,

Ds When Paul preached at Galatia they received him as an angel, "ven as Christ
Jesus" and would have plucked out their eyes for him (Gal. 4:14,15) but certain
false teachers quickly turned them against him,
E, Fickleness ia a trailt possessed by many of our day.

le We see it in basketball fans who idolize a team as long as it wins, but turn
against it when it loses,

2o We see it in the rise and ebb of popular applause for public leaders. Presi~
dent Theodore Roosevelt returned from Africa, Egypt end Europe with rare
specimens for the Smithsonien Instituee and crowned with the highest academic
honor of Great Britian was welcomed by a million shouting, cheering, waving




enthusiasts in New York. The same day he said to his sister "and they soon will be
throwing rotten apples at me "
3. We see it ihen a new preacher moves to work with a congregation. Members run over them~
selves to do him honor, but time cools the ardor and everything is wrong. They
fickle members loved him so much they almost ate him, and later when he bears down
with the gonel such members wish they had eaten him up.
he We see it in every congregation. There are many members of the church that the
elders never worry about and there are others that give them ulcers,
IIT. WHAT ARE SOME CAUSES AND CURES FOR FICKI.ENESS‘?
A, A desire for a change .
1, "Give us a king to judge us." 1 Sam., 8:6,
2o The Galatians were satisfied with the gospel for a while until somethlng dif-
ferent thing came along. Gal, 1: 26,
3¢ Too many today are "looking for novelty a.nd gimmicks, etc,

Be Ignorance. Rom, 10:1,

Ce Good words and fari sppeches, Rom. 16:17,18. .
le Outward appearance changes us too often. 1 Sam. 16 37,
2+ We can easily pay too much attention to the way one says somethmg rather to

what one says.
3. One church member remarked concerning his handsome preacher, that it was
worth his salary just to see him walk down the street.

De Itching ears.s 2 Tim, A4: 1 T
1, If one desires to hear merely what pleases then one will change according as

one is pleased.
2. If one desires to hear what pleases then a former firiend may be conmdered
an enemy because they tell us truth, Gal. 4:16,

E. Inexperience or Immaburity., Heb. 5:12-1l.
le A child can easily be moved from one thing to another,
2+ An immature member of the church can easily be swayed.

Conclus ion

X

1. A flckle member is the very opposite of what a Christian is supposed to be. Acts
] 14.2 i Gory 1538 )89 Phil, 1:27. .
2. What kind of member are you? Are you established in the truth?

=
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BVIDENCE OF CHRISTIANITY, NO., 2 : 3
The Conversion of Saul g
Acts 22:1-16— . . . o

Int, - i § 3
L. In 1967 the Presbyterian Church is coming out with a new Creeds This church will
be doing something in the Creed that no church has ever done before. "Speak of the
B ible without bearing witness to its inspiration." Does this emphasize the think-
ing of our time that Christianity is out of date and needs revision., If so, does
. this not emphasize more the need of lessons on Evidences. :
2. Last Sunday evening we noted a lesson on conversion and studied seven main points:
aes Conversion means a turning to God.
.be In conversion one undergoes three distinct changes:
(1) Change of heart : :
(2) Change of mind or life, . - ¢ § L
(3) Chenge of state
ce These three distinct changes are brought about by:
(1) Faith
(2) Repentance
(3) Baptism
3¢ Now in our study of the conversion of Saul, if he was truly converted, we will ex=
pect to find three distinct changes brought about by these three distinet divin
appointiments, , :
he Lett's consider:

Conclusion, ,
I, WAS THERE A DISTINCT DIVINE CHANGE OF HEART IN SAUL?
As In order to answer this question we need to observe the kind of man Saul was.
1, He was a very religious man. Gal., 1:13; A, 26:5,
2¢ He was a zealous individual., Gal. l:lh;
3. He was man with a good consicence, A. 23:1. 3
Lo He was a man that thought he was doing right. A. 26:9.
5 He was a well educated man. A, 22:3, ° '
6, He was a persecutor of the church., A. 8:3.
ae He made havock of the church,
b, He was breathing threatenings and slaughter,
Co He persecuted it unto death. A, 22:4; A, 8:1, — .
7+ Even though Saul had all these great points he was the chief of sinners.//wmw./i/Z
Bs A change of heart means one dies to the love of sin and establishes God in his
hearte It is very evident that Saul died to the love of his former manner of
life,
Ce Since a change of heart is brought about by faith, if Saul was changed in heart,
then we would expect to find evidence of faith.’ '
1. Faith comes by hearing the word of God, Rom. 10:17. :
2e Saul heard God's instructions and shewed his faith by obeying them, A, 9:6=8,
TI. WAS THERE A DISTINCT DIVINE CHANGE IN THE MIND AND LIFE OF SAUL? '
Ae Saul's mind before the occasion was to destory Christianitys A. S:le
Bs Saul's life before this occasion was busily filled with destructive acts to the
church, A, 7,8,90
Ce After the Lord appeared to him om the road he wént three days without sight,
neither did eat nor drink. Also he prayeth., A, 9:9,11,
D, Since repentance brings about a change of mind its very eWident that Saull's
mind was changed which resulted in a change of his life,
IIT. WAS THERE A DISTINCT DIVINE CHANGE OF STATE IN SAUL?
&, Some would say "Certainly there was a change of state since Saul was saved or
converted when the light shined around him." But, if so:
1., He was saved before he knew the Lord, so he would be converted even before his
heart was changed, A. 9:5. ' :
2¢ He was saved before he even had faith which changes the heart. A. 9:3,4.




Conclusions,

Be Others would say "Certalnly hlS state was changed since he was saved or converted
somewhere on the road.,"™ 'But, if- ‘803
1, He didn't know it, A. 9: 6.' :

2. The Lord didn't know it. "A..9: 5,

3. Ananias didn't know it. A. 9:17. -

L, He was yet in his sins. A 22:16.

5. He was an unhappy saved man. A. 9:9

Ce Still others would say "Certainly he was saved or his state changed before
Ananias came becausé hé called him Brother Saul." A common manner of address
among the Jews, Cf. As 2: 29,37.

Do It is true that faith and repentance had already changed Saul s heart and mind,
but if baptism is God's appointment to change the state, and %t is, then We would
expect to find baptism a part of Saul's conversion.

1. Ananlasétold him to "e « ¢ arise and be baptlzed and wash away they sins , o o
A, 22:1
2¢ "e o o and arose, and was baptized," A, 9:18,

ES

' ons

1. My friends, in these first two less we have observed that true Bible conversion
involves’ (l) A change of heart, (2) A change of mind and life, and (3) A change
of state, These chan-es are brought about by (1) Faith, (2) Repentance, and
(3) Baptism.

2+ The two main purpose have been to impress us with (1) true Bible. conversion and
(2) to determine if Saulls conversion was a true conversion,

3¢ Having determined that it is a true conversion then any evidence based on it can
be accepted w1thﬂﬁéservatlon.



SUNDRY LESSONS FROM BALATIANS FIVE
Baln Beas

Tntroduction,

1.

26

3
Lo

Tn Calatians e the apostle Paul shows a contrast of the bondage of the law and the
freedom in Christ. ' 7 '
In Gal. 5:1=12 Paul shows that to serve the law was to abandon Christ,

a. The free are commanded to stay free, 5:l.

be Itts either circumcism or Christe  Which? 5:2-4,

¢, The teue basis of hope. Gale. 535,6.

de A friendly and stern word, Gal, 5:7=12,

In Gal, 5:13=6:18 Paul gives some stern warnings against abusing our liberty in
Christ, ’

The above thoughts constitute the basis tesson of Gal., 5, but in the midst are
found other great lessons., From this chapter we 1lift four grealb verses for our
consideration,

Discussion,

I.

IT.

I1T.

GALATTANS 5:1--="STAND FAST THEREFORE IN THE LIBERTY WHEREWITH CHRIST HATH MADE US

FREE, ANDBE NOT ENTANGLED AGAIN WITH THE YOKE OF BONDAGE."
A, "Stand fast" means "stability and steadfastness,
Bs In the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free,
1, The service of a slave is a service of bondage and fear. (01d Law)
2. The service of a child is one of joy and love., (The New Law)
Ce The Galatians were about to become entangled agin with the bondage and require-
ments of the law, Cf, A, 15 :10,
D, It is possible for usto fail to stand fast and become entangled agin in the ways
of the world. 2 Pet, 2:20-22,
GATATIANS 5:7--"YE DID RUN WELL: WHO DID HINDER YOU THAT YOU SHOULD NOT OBEY THE
TRUTH?"
A, "Ye did run well , , oM
1, We are admonished to run the race well, 1 Cor. 9:24-27,
2. We are to lay aside everything that would hinder us from running well. Heb.,
1231,20
Be "Who did hinder you « o "
1. Paul assures them that he had not hindered. v. 8.
2¢ S0 many people allow people and things to hinder them.
a, Some ajlow friends to hinder, Some would not hesitate to leave friends
to go to work, but the same ones will not leave them to go to worship.
be Some allow family to hinder, This is more understandable than allowing
friends but neither is excusable, Mbt, 10:37,
¢, Some allow pleasure to hinder, One must not allow it to choke the word,
Lk, 8:1L, ' ’
d. Some allow business. This is dangerous. Mt. 16:26,
GALATTANS 5:15--"BUT IF YE BITE AND DEVOUR ONE ANOTHER, TAKE HEED THAT YE BE NOT
CONSUMED ONE OF ANOTHER." (ASV—="BUT IF YE BE BITING AND EATING UP ONE ANOTHER,M)
A, "Biting and eating up" are images drawn from carnivorous animals furiously
fighting with each other,
Be "Devourt-=l'eagt up" here means that intense desire to vex and damage an antagon-
iste
Ce The idea is taken from wild beasts which tear their victims to pieces till
nothing is left.
D, In Acts 7 we have a scene of people actually rushing upon Stephen grinding
and gnashing their teeth., Acts 7:54.
Ee Camnibalism-~(1) The eating of human flesh by a human being; (3) the pecking
and tearing of the live flesh of its own members in the domestic poultry flock,
(L) the act or practice of weakening or destroying a competitor or rival.

JabL



F. Spiritual cannibalism is all too prevalent among God's people.

IV, Galatians 5:17-—-"FOR THE FLESH LUSTETH AGATINST THE SPIRIT, AND THE SPIRIT AGAINST
‘THE FLESH: AND THESE ARE CONTRARY THE ONE TO THEOTHER: SO THAT YE CANNOT DO THE
THINGS THAT YE WOULD."

A. The constant battle between the spirit and the flesh is the reason we cannot
always do the things we would.,

B. A recognition of the works of the flesh will help usto overcone the flesh.
vve 19-2L,

Ce A recognition of the fruit of the Spirit will help us to follow the leadership
of the Spirit. vve. 22 23.W

|

Conclusion.

1. We must fadllow the directions of the Holy Spirit.

20 If we follow the dlrectlons of the Spirit we will produce the fruit of the Spirit in
our life.



EVIDENCE—~~THE CONVERSION OF SAUL, NO. 3
4 Acts 9 :

Introduction,

1. How many of you have ever been to London, Bngland? Now is there anyone here
that does not believe London is a real place? Why do you believe there is a
place like London even when you have never seen it? "Oh, the evidence is suf-
ficient to convince mel"

2¢ In the same manner one accepts or rejects Christianity on the basis of evidence,
Cfe Jne 20:30,3l, Now, if you are as honest about Christianity as you are about
London, you will readily accept it if the evidence is sufficient,

3+ In what way then does the conversion of 8aul constitute evidence?

L. Lett's consider:

1

Discussion.,
I. BHE EFFORTS OF TWO SKEPTICS TO DISPROVE CHRISTIANITY,
As George Lyttleton was born atHaggley, Worcestershire, England January 17,
1709, and died on Tuesday morning, August 22, 1773, aged sixty-folir years.
1, He belonged to a very distinguished family .
2. He was educatéd at Eton and Oxford.
3. He soon entered Parliament and for many years the name of George Lyttlé-
ton was seen in every account of debate in the House' of Commons,,

L, He was rapidly advanced to some of the highest posts that England had to
offer,

5. He wrote many letters and books.
6. He was at first led to reject the Christian religion.

B. (George Lyttleton and his friend, Gilbert West, fully persuaded the Bible was
an imposture set out to prove 1t. Lyttleton chose the "Conversion of Saul!
and West chose "The Resurrection of Christ." Both men sat down to their

“respective tasks full of prejudice,
C. Later, in a letter to Gilbert West, Lyttleton wrote: "The conversion was of

itself a demonstration sufficient to prove Christianity to be a d1v1ne reve=
lation.')

II. THE PROCEDURE FOLLOWED BY LYTTLETON, 1

Ao First, he brings before us all the facts we have in the Bible about the con~
version of Saul, Acts 9,22,26; Gal, 1:11-16; Phil, 3:4=-83; 1 Tim, 1:12,13;

L Gors 15183 2 Qor. 1:1l; Cols Llili '

B. Second, he lald down four prop051tlons Whlch he considers exhausts all the

0531b111t1es of the case,

1, Either Paul was "an imposter who said what he knew to be false with an ine
tent to deceive", or :

2. He was an ehthusiast who imposed on himself by the force of an over heated
imagination", or

3¢ He was "deceived by the fraud of others", or, finally

Lo What he declared to be the cause of his conversion did all really happen;
"And therefore the Christian religion is a divine revelation.!

III. THE FIRST PROPOS(TION, "WAS PAUL AN IMPOSTER?M et

A, Is the story of Paul conversion so often repeated in Acts and the Epistles
a fabrication, put forth by a designing man with the deliberate purpose and
intention of deceiving/

Be This raises the question of motive, What could have indiced him while on his
way to Damascus, filled with implacable hatred against his whole sect, totrun
around and become a disciple of Christ?

1. Was it wealth?
8. All the wealth was on the side of those he left,
B, He cast in his lot with those that were poor.
c (lz Some sold their possessions to help others,




(2) Saul suffered hunger many times. 1 Cors 4:11,12°
(3) Saul worked with his own hands, A. 20:33,34.
(4) Saul is the picture of a shivering old man in a Romand prison near the end, 3
2/ Was_it_reputation? . R U )17 5
ae Reputation was on the side of those he left, : P oy
Be Those with whom he united were held in universal contempt.
(1) Their leader had been put to death as a common crlmlnal.
(2) The leaders were ignorant fishermen.
(3) They were accounted as filth of the earth, 1 Cor. 4:13.
3% Was it power he was after?
a. It is true that men have put forth spiritual claims to gain; power and promlnence
Was this true of Saul? 4
be His whole career shows the absence of self seeklng.
(1) He didn't interfere with civil power or try to form any templral power of
his own, b S
(2) He assumed no preminence over other Christians, T
(3) He didn't consider himself worthy te be called an apostle,”
(4) He spoke of his co~workers as "fellow-laborers," ,
(5) He didn't flatter the churches or pander to them, but rebuked them severely.,
Lo Was his motive the.gratification.of : )ggper passion?

a, Many have pretended to receive divine revelations as a pretext in order to indulge

Sl N PP el W W
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: in loose conduct,
5 be Paullts whole life is to the contrary.
(1) 1 Thess. 2:10,
; ¥2) 2 Gor. 7:2.
Wsmﬂrwmmmemm to receive a divine.revelation. in
“orde , : restige lnwadvanc1ng Chrlstlanlty?
ae Saul had set out to destroy MY Bt why the sudden change regarding
the unpopular teaching of Christ? ‘
(1) Would he have endured the loss of all things for a fraud? Phil, 3:4-8
(2) Would he have spent such a life for a fraud?
(3) Only the strongest conviction he had received a revelation could have changed
him,
be But suppose Paul had attempted such a fraud W1thout any motive, He would have
failed,
! ~ (1) He could not have become so adept in the mysteries of Christ through that
learned from those that looked upon him as their worst enemy, :
(2) Had he made up the story he would have located it in a place so there could
be no witnesses to refute it., (Cf. Joseph Smith and the Golden Plates)
(a) His conversion took place in the open with witnesses,
(b) Had it not really occured the witnesses could have refuted what Paul 581d "
(8) Paul told Agrippa none of these t ings were done in a corner. A. 26:26, |
(d) If he were an imposter then all his miracles were simply tricks. Could ‘
he have converted the Gentile workd on deception against all the powers
of evil?

QWIS

Convlusion,

After viewing the first proposition we must conclude (1) That Paul was not a

cheat telling a trumped-up story about his conversion, and (2) if he were he could
not have succeeded,



BURDEN REARING 359
G’al ® é v 1—6 ¢

Inte
T, Read or quote Gal. 6:l=b6,
Discuss, in the introduction, verses 1,3,L.
a. The responsibility of bhrlstlans in restoring the erring., Cf., Jas, 5:19,20,
b. The responsibility of thinking soberly and humbly.
ce The responsibility of proving one's own work.
3. Verses 2 and 5 teach the fact of burdens®
a. The value and workh of burdens should be known. They develop the best in us, -
(1) A diamond is a lump of coal that stayed on the job when the pressure was one
(2) A gem is not polished without rubbing and a man is net perfected without
trails, Jas. 1:2,3. y
b. Difficulties strengthen and life is made useful.
8, Life issuch that we all have burdens. ; '
(1) The circus is a place of fun, but even if one dles the show must go on.
(2) Rich and poor alike have burdens. '
d., In life there are physical, mental and spiritual burdens. o
(1) Christ manifested his interest in the physical when he healed the bllﬂd.
(2) He menifested his interest in the mental when he raised Lazarus.
(3) He manifested his interest in the spiritual when he died for us.
. be Our text reveals that there are:
a, Burdens we help one another bear and (2) burdens each one must bear.

Di LS. V
T. WBEAR YE ONF ANOTHER'S BURDENS AND SO FULFILL THE LAW OF CHRIST." GAL. 6:2.
A, "Burdens® (boros) has reference to a crushing load.
1. These are burdens in which the Christian may reasonably accepthelp.
2. These are burdens in which Christians must practice helping one another,
Be What are some burdens in which we must share loads?
1l Burdens of sorrow, '
a. raul said the sorrowing of a brother should be ours. 1 Cor. 12:26,
be I cannot take your place, but I can put my hand on your shoulder and let
you know that I stand by.
2. Burdens of sickness and care.
2. Christians are to have the same care ene for the ether. 1 Cor. 12:25,
be I cannot be sick for you but I can mow your lawn, cook your meal, carry you
to the doctor,
¢. The doctor cannot be sick for you but he can lighten and shorten your sick-
ness by his advice,
d. Your boss cannob be sick for you, but ke can continue your pay while you are
sicke
3. Burdens of weakness. ‘ ‘
a, Christ bare the burden of our sin and weakness, 1 Pete. 2:2).
b, The strong are to bear the infirmities of the weaks Rom. 15 :l.
Lo Burdens of sin, ’ ' '
2. Oin is a bondage (Rome 6:17); a weight (Heb, 12:1); and sentence of death
over us (Rom, 6:23).
Co Who are the people that we can help bear their burdens?
1ls You can help the elders bear their burdens.
a. By causing them no undue concern about your falthfulness.
be By taking part in the work they plan,
ce By commending them for their vision.
d, By offering to help teach, visit, etc.
2. You can help bear the burdens of the song leader.
a. By arriviving on time and not distracting by arriving late.
b, By sitting near the front and jeining wholehearted in the singing.
¢, By commending him for his efforts and work.




3e

You can heop bear the burdens of the Bible School directory and teachers.
a. By being present for the classes,

be By studying your lessons.

¢. By bringing others,

1. "FOR EVERY MAN SHALL BEAR HIS OWN BURDEN." GAL. 6:5.

A. "Bufden" means responsibility-it is like a soldier's pack.

Le
26
3e

Christ bears some burdens for us. Mb. 11:28-30,
Others cen help us bear some burdens, Gal. 6:2.
But there are some burdens that we must bear ourselves,

B, What sre some of these burdens that each one must bear?

Le
2e

3e
Lo

5e
6s
7o

You must bear your own cross in following Christ. ILk. 14:27. '
You must bear the consequences of your own sing., You may repent, receice pardon, but
you may still suffer the consequences. Cf. David,

You may need to bear the bufden of disfigurement. ’ '
You must bear the burden of making a choice of whom you will serve, Heb., 11:23-27,
JOSho 21’.{.215. “ ¥

You must bear the burden of Christian duties, Prayer, singing, visiting, etc.

You must face the death, Heb. 9:27, '

You must face the judgment. 2 Cor. 5:10.

Conclu31on.

1, The two verses we have noticed seem contrafiictory, but it is net really so you can see.
2. The kingdom of God is ain reality a community of souls in which each must bear his own
burden as well as each helping the other to bear his burdens,



NEVIDENCE-~THE CONVERSION OF SAUL, NO. A4 535?

Int.

1. In our previous lesson we began to notice the efforts of twe skeptics te disprove
the Bible. One of the skeptics took the "conversion of Saul',

2. Lord Lybttleton laid down four preopositions which exhausts all possibilities of the
case., We noted the first one last week regarding the possibility of Paul being an
imposter, It was impossiblel

3., Now let's observe:

Dise
T. WAS PAUL A DELUDED ENTHUSIAST WHOSE OVERHEATED IMAGINATION IMPOSED ON HIM SO THAT
C/ HE IMAGINED TO BE TRUE THAT WHICH HAD NEVER REALLY TAKEN PLACE?
A Wm
;. le He is a person who is or believes himself to be inspired or possessed by a
divine power or spirit.
J/2. A person who is visionary, extravagant or excessively zealous in his religion

beliefs or emotions—---rapture, madness, marked emotionalism,
(zB. What are the elements that make up the character of this type of man?
4 1o Great heat..of.teupter.

Na. It is time Paul had intense fervor, but his geal was his servant and not
his master,
b, He had tact which proves self-control---he became all things to all men.
1 Cer. 9:19=23.
‘'ce Paul did not have the blind, inconsiderate, indecent zeaj of an enthusiast.
v 2. Melancholy, (Depression of splrlts, moody)
,1,a. There was great sorrow over his former persecution of the church but no
gloomy melchancholy such as fanactics inflict.
be In whgtever state he was he had learned to be content. Phil, A:l@.
L84 Igporancq& Paul could not be aseused of ignorance. A, 22:3.
| he Credulilye Belief or readiness of belief on slight or uncertain evidence.
" \ae. Paul could not be a stranger to the miracles of Christ.
be He had all the ev1dence from Pentecost to Stephen,
5. m’%ﬁ.‘%?
(1R Men of this type generally flatter themselves that on account of their
‘ superior worth they receive special gifts.
b, All of such is absent from the life of Paul.
(@(1) When Paul had to speak of himself to prove his apostleship he apolo-
gized, 2 Cor, 11: 1ff.
(2) When he had a vision of heaven he spoke in the third person to cover
" his own name, 2 Cor. 12:1-12.
(3) He always gave God the credit, 1 Cor. 3:4~7.

o) 6+ Bub.suppose.Rayl, was.in.some.way.swepk.away.by. enthusiasn.and. inagined. Lhe-

e.L0ing...
() ao In such circumstances men always see what they want to see and dmagine

what is already imprinted on their mind.
be In view of Paul's fixed purpose if this last be true then what would Paul
have imagined and what vision would he have seen? One urging him toward
his fixed purpose, surely.
ce +t would be just as impossible to change the whole line of Paul thinking
without a cause, =s for the mighty river to rush back up a mountain steep,
') without a cause,
IT. WAS PAUL DECEIVED BY THE FRAUD OF OTHERS?
| A, Tt would be morally impossible for the disciples of Christ to imagine such a
fraud at the instant of Paul's greatest fury.
2 Be It was physically impossible for them to do it.
3 Co No fraud could have produced the subsequent miracles and the powers upon which
Paul called to prove his apostleship.




¢ TII. CHRISTIANITY IS PROVEN TO BE A DIVINE REVELATION.
[ A We have furnished sufficient evidence to show:
@ Le. That Paul was not an imposter deliberately proclaiming what he knew to be
A false with intent to deceive,
in;5,2. That he was not imposed upon by an overheated imagination.
¢ 3, That he was not deceived by the fraud of othcrs. 5
2. Be Unless, theréfore, we are prepared to lay aside the use of our understandin
and all the rules of evidence by which facts are determined we must accept
the whole story of Paul's conversion as historically and literally true.
5 Cu We have therefore the supernatural and the Christian religion is proven to -
be a revelation from God,

Conclusione ' A
Le Christianity is a divine revelation, Gale kbl y12,
2e If you reject Christ where will you go? Jn. 6:68,



JG0
'GOD'S BTERNAL PURPOSE
" Eph, Ll:1-12

Int,
1. Read or quote Ephesians 1:1-12,
2. One of the main discussions of our time is between those who think:
a. That God is working his eternal purpose in this world, or
be That man - with all else - is the product of blind, 1rrat10nal forces, created
by a chain of accidents, and soon to be destroyed by a man made accmdent.
3¢ Many think that Ged has no particular plan for man and the earth, but he just made
them, wound them up, and is waiting for them to run down,
Lo But the Bible says:
a. "according as he hath chosen us in him Before the foundation of theworld."
Ephe lil.
be "According to the eternal purpoxe which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord,"
Epho 3 ll.
Co "4 o o to them who are theé called according to his purpose." Rom. 8:28,
5¢ It is in the Ephesian letter that God's eternal purpose is discussed in great deatil.

Dise

T. "BLESSED BE THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO HATH BLESSED USWITH
ALL SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS IN HEAVENLY PLACES IN CHRIST: ACCORDING AS HE HATH CHOSEN
US IN HIM BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, THAT WE SHOULD BE HOLY AND WITHOUT
BLAME BEFORE HIM IN LOVE: HAVING PREDESTINATED US UNTO ADOPTION OF CHILDREN BY
JESUS CHRIST TO HIMSELF, ACCORDING TO THE GOOD PLEASURE OF HIS WILL, TO THEPRAISE
Of THE GLOBDY OF HIS GRACE, WHEREIN HE HATH MADE US ACCEPTED IN THE BELOVED.!
Eph., 1:3=0,

Aes God is the source of all our blessings, ) : ‘
1l. He is the source of physcial blessings. Jas. 1:17; Acts 14:17; Phil, A4:19.
2. He is the sourve of spiritual blessings. These blessings are in Christ. 1:3,
Bes @ed has chosen us in hime v. A
1. God chose ug in Christ—~-~the place,
2. God chose us in him before the foundation of the world---the time, (Discuss
Rom. 8:28=30 here,)
36 God chose us that we should be holy and wit out blame bBeofre him in lovegp=w———
"~ the plirpose,
Le That we should be to the praise of his glory. 1:12.
Co God has adoped us as his children,
ls The word adopted means "to take by free choice into aclose relationship
prev1ously not existing « o " I is used five times in the Bible, all in
Paul's epistles, Rom, 8:15,23; 9:4; Gal. 4:5; Eph, 155
2¢ Adoption means sonship and brlngs'
a. Privileges.,
(1) Wear the family name, A, 11:26, -
(2) Share in the family inheritance. Rom, 8:16,17,
(3) Enjoy fellowship of the father., 1 Jn, 1:3,
bs Duties=—---obedience, honor, trust, cooperation, etc,
IT. SOME OF THE SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS IN CHRIoT ARE ENUMFRATED. 1:7-12,
As Redemption and forgiveness of sins. V. 7.
le "The word 'redemptiont implies that our former existence was one of slavery
from which we required to be ransomed." (Bruce)
2+ Forgiveness denotes release or separation,
3e The place of our redemption is in Christ. v. Rome 3:23-25,
Le The price of our redemption is the bloed of Christ., v. 7; 1 Pebt. 1: 18 519
5¢ The faé%ﬁof our redemption has been made known by God. v. 9,10,
ae The prophets of old spoke of this salvation, but dlen't understand it.
1. Pet, 1 9"‘120
be It was revealed by the apostles and prophets. ILph. 3:1-6,




ce It meant both Jew and Gentile being oneln Christe. Eph. 2:14-16.
B. Inheritance or heritage.
le It is in Christ.
2. It is according to God's eternal purpose,
3. It is reserved for us.. 1 Pet. 1l:4,5, '

Cone

1, All spirituval blessings are in Christ. ve Be-
2+ The Ephesians got into Christ when they heard, believed, and were baptized.
A, 19:1-5; Cf, Gale 3:26,27.

Eph, 1:13;
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THE UNITY OF GOD'S PEOPLE OR WHY DENOMINATIONALISM IS WRONG

John 17:20,21l--=

Introduction,

1., There is nothing more clearly taught in the New Testament than that God

wants all his people to be one.

2.

b.

Co
2oiaiin

Christ prayed for it-Jdn, 17:20,21.

The apostles taught it-Eph, 4:3-6,

1 Gopy 18103 BPatly Li87.

light of these truths it is hard to see how anyone can have the

proper regard for God without striving for this unity. But in our study
let us begin by considering:

Discussion, .
I. SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PEOPLE COMPOSING THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH .

A,

G
D.
B

F.

They were united in their creed, that is, in what they believed,

for that is the literal meaning of the term "creed,"

1, John 5:16; 20:30,31,

2, To believe in Christ is to give assent to all the New Testament
teaches about him,

They wore the same names,

1. No group, with divine approval, wore a peculair name to distin-
guish them form other Ghristians--1 Cor, 1:10-16,

2., As individuals they were:
a, In their relation to Christ---disciples(Acts 6:70; believers <.

1 Pet, 1:21); Christians(Acts 11:26). ,Jﬁgélggz;

b. In their profession--saints(l Cor. 1:2). .
c. In their relation to each other---brethren(Acts 15:36),

3, Collectively they# were:
a. the caurch(Eph, 1:22); church of God(l Cor, 15:9)
b. as congregations--churches of Christ(Rom. 16:16)

They were one in their effort to evangelize the world-Acts 8:4;

1.-Core 4:17;,:Gale 15629, , %

Those who obeyed the gospel bacame a happy brotherhood-Acts 4:32;

2 Cor, 8=9, : '

They were united in-worship

United in organization--Elders or bishops, deacons=-Phil, 1:1; Acts

20:28,

v/I1. CONTRAST THE ORIGINAL STATE OF THE CHURCH WITH PRESENT DAY CONDITIONS.

A,

Every phase of original unity violated,

1. One church then--Over 250 different todgy and each claiming some
relation with Christ, :

2. In early days it was enought to say I am a Christian, but today
~expected to give denominational affiliation, »

Some facts to help us see the difference between then and now,

Origlanl State : - Present Day
1., One creed-All believed th 1, Numbers of creeds=-No two in
same thing. : perfect agreement,
2. All wore the same name. ; . 2, Have adopted human names,
3. United in effort to evange- 3, Divided into parties each
lize the world. ; ‘teaching his own peculiar
( doctrine,
4, Happy brotherhood. \ 4, Bitterness, envy, jealously,
; r s ‘ etc., Why? 1l Cor, 3:1-3, -
5, Simple Worship 5, Find nearly everything in
: | worship today.
6., United in orgeniztion . : 6. All forms--Very few, if any,

churches have elders and .
deacons like in New Testa,
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362
SOME PROBLEMS AND NEEDS OF OUR TIME

INTRODUCTION,
1. How often have you heard someone say, '"But the needs and problems of our time are
different. The Bible doesn't seem to meet these needs."

a, It is time that we live in a rapidly changing world and life bears little re-
semblance to that of our parents.

b. But in the midst of all this man has not basically changed. He still has the
same wants, indinations and desires, the same needs--food, clothing, water,
shelter--and commits the same sins, lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and
the vainglory of life."

2. 1t shall be our purpose in this study to observe:

a. Why men may be thinking this way, and

b. To observe one solution to the problems.

DISCUSSION.
I. The New Morality Of Our Time Turns Men From The Bible.
A. One of the foundaiton stones of the 'mew morality" is the removal of God
from man's thinking.
1. Some try to do this by thinking of man as God.
2. Others try to do this by trying to convince man that God is dead.
B. The second foundation stone is the change of attitude toward man.
1. The Bible teaches that man is made in the image of God. Gen. l: 26, 27;
25 0]
2. The '"mew morality'" holds that man is simply a highly developed animal,
without a soul and conscience.
C. The third foundation stone is a change of attitude toward the scriptures.
1. In times past it has been sufficient to say "It is this way because the
scriptures say it is."
2. But today men do not look upon the scriptures as from God.
D. A fourth foundation stone is the teaching that there is no absolute right or
wrong.
1. The scriptures list a number of things that are sin. I Cor. 6: 9, 10;
Gal, 5: 15, 21; Rom. l: 29-32,
2. But the new morality says such things are not necessarily wrong. Any-
thing is right if the situation is right.
E. The result of such reasonging is that man has finally found "sanction for sin"
cf. Isa. 5: 20, 21, If there is no law, there is no sin. I jn. 3: 4.
IT, What America Is Today Contributes To Such Thinking.
A. Suppose we resurrect a character, let him travel America and I think he would
tell us we are sick,
B. One of the first symptoms would be the secularization of our country.
1. Secular means "relating to the worldly or temporal as distinguished from
the spiritual or eternal."
2. 1In 1840 the President of every major college in America was a clergyman or
connected with religion. 100 years later such was not ture.
3. When village were built in New England they centered the town and churches
were built inthe center.
C. A second symptom would be the obsession with Ease and Entertainment.
1. Paul wrote to Timothy '"men shall be lovers of pleasure more than lovers of
Godi!V " TT Tims- 3: 4,
2. Look about you and you'll think it has come to pass.
D. A third symptom would be a lack of moral fiber.
1. T believe that the signers of the Declaration of Independence meant it when
they vowed to give their lives for its protection.
2. A study of today's morals will reveal little commitment to daything. Cheating,
etc. prevails,
E. A fourth sympton would be conformity.
1. 1Individuality is being strangled in our society today.
2. Men become part of a group and confrom.
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IIT.,One Of The Greatest Needs Of Our Time Is Involvement Or Commitment.
A. Ours is an age of alienation or unwillingness to get involved.
1. In New York 32 persons heard a woman scream for help, but not one rushed to
her aid because 'we did'nt want to get involved."
2, 1In Oklahoma City a woman delivered her baby in the street as a taxi driver
and two others sped off whenthey saw it.
3. In Bubbalo, New York 20 people watched through the windows of a resturant
as a 66 year old man bled to death from stab wounds.
4. 1In Sept., 1965, Hurricans Betsy killed 81 in New Orleans and left thousands
homeless. Men forget the needs of others and charged enormous prices.
5. The priest at the Levite didn't want to get involved.Lk. 10: 25-37.
B. Alienation or unwillingness to get involved plagues the church today.
1. Church members rush to church, get up and rush out. The person next to
you becomes a face in the crowd.
2. Too many members of the church today are unwilling to get involved:
a. In Bible Study. II Tim. 2: 15,
b. 1In Visitation. Mt. 25: 31-46,
c. In Personal Work. Jn. 15: 1ff; Rom. 7: 4.
d. In Any Phase Of The Work.

CONCLUSION,
The Bible is just as revelant today as ever. It still meets man's needs. It can ful-
fill your if you'll just get involved. Try it!






o E,XALTED CONDITION.
(Made alive)-2:1,5.,
raised us up rtogether“-2 6a.
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LOVE OR THE MORE EXCELLENT WAY
1l Core. 1l34/==p~
No. |

Introduction,
1, Read or quote 1 Cor, 13:1-13,
2. There is nothing in allliterature that compares with this chapter. ;
3. One of the last, slowly murmured sayings of Whittier, the poef, as he lay dying was
~ this: "Givew—-my love===to===the world.,"
a. The supreme need of the world tody is net more elequence, more knowledge or more
wealth, but morelove,
be. The real secret of making men over is not se much in scolding them for their evil
although this has its place, but planting within them a new love,

Le Tt shall be our purpose‘1E/fQEE\EE\fiﬁfLEfffgﬂﬁ/%o discuss the subject of "Love,™"

: ; NV
Discussion.

I. THE GREATNESS OF LOVE MUST BE REALIZED.
A. Love is greater than elequence, 13:1.,
1. Preaching, regardless of how elequent and clever, which does not proceed fpom
a Christian heart, which is not inspired by the love of souls, and whose object
is not the salvation or edification of men is vain.
2« Singing, regardless of how beautiful and lofty, is vain unless motivated by
love,
B. Love is greater than prophecy. 13:2a.
1. Have you ever thought how wonderful it would be te be able to foretell the
future?
2. But we ané}gave something greater and that is love,
Ce Love is grea er than the knowledge of all mysteries, 13:2b,
D. Love is greater than faith that could remove mountains. 13:2¢.,
Eo Love is greater than charity. 13:3a,
1. Some men give to be seen of men, Mt, 6:1,2.
2+ Some men are willing to sell their possessions to meet the needs of others.
As 2345,
3e But all this is vain unless motivated by love.
Fe Love is greater than martyrdem, 13:3b.
Go Love is the greatest commandment., Mbt, 22:34-40.
He Love is the "fulfilling of the law,"™ Rom, 13:10,.
I, Love is above all things., Col. 3:14; 1 Pet, 4:8.
Jo Love is the royal law, dJas, 2:8.
K., The greatness of love motivates us to study it more,
IT. WHAT IS LOVE?
A. Love is not passion or physical attraction,
l. Passion seeks its own gratification.
2. Amon's treatment of Tamar is an example of apssion, 2 Sam. 13:1-15,
B, Love is not tolerance of the opinions and views of others even if these opinioens
and views are contrary to God's word.,
Co Love is goodwill toward our fellowman intensified (it acts) and sanctified (It is
set apart.)
D. Our love for God is the keeping of his commandments., dJn. 1h: 23; 1 Jehn 533,
Ee The test or measure of one's love is how much of one's own personal ple sure one
is willing to forego for the well=being of the object of one's love.
l. The test of a mother's love for her child is determined by sacrifice,
2. A @hristian's love for God and his fellowman, the objects of his love, is demm~
onstrated by the sacrifices for them,
Fo There are many examples ?f what love really is:
1. The object of Abraham s love was God and he was willing to sacrifice his son,
another ebject of his-love, to obey God., Gn.22,
2+ Amram and Jochebed had such great faith in God and such great love for Moses
that, at the risk of their own lives they hid him, Ix, 2:1ff.
Se Dav1d's love for Absalom was so great that he would have died in his plce,
2 Sam, 18:33,




L. God's manifested his leve for us in what he gave, 1 Jn. 3:16; 4:XQ,
5. Love seeks the welfare of those that are loved and delights in their fellowship,
T .

Conclusion,

1, In conclusion let me ask you to think:
a. More homes would be happier and less divorces would be obtained if greater love ex—
isted between husbands end wives,
b. Greater peace would prevail in the world and fewer wars if geniune love ex1sted be-
tween people.
c.More fervor and zeal would be seen in our churches if deep-seated love for lost
souls prevailed in the heart of every Christian,
d. Greater devotion and faithfulness to God would be seen if every Christian really
loved the Lord,
2, Sinner, friend, do you love the Lord? Then obey his commandments,
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THE ARHMOUR OF A C&nISTIAﬁ
Eph., 6:10-18-

< “ 0 .": g—/dz) wa/g:;*y,’i'ﬁw%
i%zu—u/max/TZZ%:j%Zzéijfj«*Ze%vav g s

Introduction,”/ ¢ é
P 1.The Christian life is presented many times as a fight, war, battle,
)) 1 Tdmg 6:12-2 Tim, 4:7=1 Cor, 9:26,

2. We are admonished to put on the armour of CGod to be able to fdehy

this battle--Rom., 13:12-Eph, 6:11,13,

3. In our study about the armour of a Christian, from Epn. €y 1ot usg
keep in mimd that Pawl wrote this letter while in prison., He was
chained to a soldier, at least one was. close by, suggesti ng to him
,the armour of a Christian,

¥ SCUSSION,

; I. THE CHRISTIAN'S FOH IN THIS BATTLE,

A. Not flesh and blood--It is not a foe that we are always able to
see~-Eph, 6:12
Be The devil and the Bnseen powers of darkness.,

; 1. He is the "wicked one" and takes the word out of a man's

i : heart--Matt, 13:19,

i 2. He is a murderer--John 8:44,

; 5, He is a liar~~John '8:44.

i 4, He is therprincefof this world--John 12:31,
s s .

| 5, He 18 "the god of thls worldl--g Cer, 4:4,

s 2 different names given to the evil one.
II. HOW CHRISTIANS ARE TO MEET THIS FOE.
Ao Ihe lrue Source of Strongth,
l, Be strong in the Lord—-Eph. 6:10-(Joshya 1:6,7-9; 10:25;
L:-Oopy 46515
2..1In the'power of ‘his mlﬂht-—(The might belonﬁs to God and
Christ--1 Chron. 29:12, but by falth it becomes our s=-Eph,
: 3:14=17,) :
D B. Put on the whole armour of God
' 1. It 1s the.armour tnat God has provided and we are to puie 10
all -on,
2, lMan tried for 4000 years to save himself and could not ; now
. he must accept God's way--1 Cor, 1:21, 0
i T DIPPEREFT PIECES OF THIS ARNQUT
A. "Our loins girt about with the truth., e :
1. The Roman soldier girded h-JSOlf. He carried his possessions
s+ lhBhis sirdle and ‘it braced him, '
2. A Christian is to gird himself ‘with the truth'to be prcoqred
to enter the battle--the t“Ubh is-=Pag, 11011561y Jobhn 17517
Hpliy L:16 ;
By "Having on the brcastplato of righteousness,"
1. The breast plate. of the Roman soldler covered him from neck
to thighs; made of rings or scales, flexible. Some covered
ront and back, Protected the vital parts' of the body,
2y The breastplate of righteousness is_put on by the Christia
by obeying. the commandments of God--1 John 3% 73 1 Jehn 23 29
Y (A man cannot successfully defend himself aéalnst Satan un=
. less he is righteous,)

C, "Our feet shod with the preparation of the gospel,'

- 1. The legs of the Roman soldier was covered with greaves and
his feet bound with sandals. Spikes .or nails Were in thn
soles to give a firm foothold,

2. The foothold of the Christian must be steady, flrh and is
. made so by:
’) 8, The peace of justiLiCatjon-—Rom. 511,
b, The peace that guards his thoughts--Phil, 4:7.
c. Must always be ready to go forward to preach the gospel--
- : Mark 16¢15,16, 4
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I\
LOVE OR THEMORE EXCELLENT WAY
1 Core 13:4~8
No. 2

Intreduction, . '

1. Read or quote 1 Cor, 13:1-8, i .

2¢ The greatness of love is emphasized in the first three verses of this chapter
vhich we discussed last Sunday, als e we discussed what leve is,

3e As we learned in our study, love is hard te define, but easy to be seen,

Le Letls consider what love dees not de, ;

Discussione X ; : oy
ITT. ILOVE WORKETH NO ILL TO HIS NEIGHBOR. Rem. 1319,104 ) :
Ay The first questien we need te ask is, "Whe is my neighber?" Lk, 10:25-37,
Bs One that loves his neighber in like manner as he leves himself will net
. commit against his neighber any of the offenses named by Paul. Rome 13:9,
Co One that leves his neighbor as himself will practice tke. golden rule toward
. his neighbers Mt, 7:12, . q
De One that leves his neighber as himself will feel an obligatien of teaching
to one's neighbore Rom 1:14=17,
IVe LOVE ENVIETH NOT V Ab,
Ae Invy is that unhappy feeling one has because anether has that which ene
wants,
Be In order to properly understand the expression "leve envieth not" we need
to observes
le What causes men te be envieus?
as The poessessiens of others,

(1) The Philistines were envious of Isaac's possessions. Cen. 26:1)a

(2) David said he was M"envious at the foolish, when I say the
prosperity ef the wicked," PSA. 73:3.

(3) Being envious of the possessions of others is one of the
greatest causes of the dissatisfactiens of life. We are so
busy envying what others have that we fail to appreciate our

« ouwn blessings,
be The ability of others to do things which we are not. able to do,
(1) Rachel envied Leah because Leah could bear children and she
- couldn't, Gen. 30:l, ; '
~ (2) ZInvieus of others ability will cause ene heartaches nmany times,
Vee One can be envious of affection or attention bestowed on others.

(1) Josephts brothers envied him because his father loved him
more, Gene 37:4,11.

(2) Such envy prevails in the home and church too often,

de The authority that others have,

(1) Kerah, Dathon and Abiram envied the authority of Moses,
Num. 16:1—3, PS&. 106:160

(2) Many church problems today are caused, because men envy
more authority than is due,

e€e The beautiful and fair appearance of others.

(1) In Ezekiel 31:8,9, the prephet pictures Assryia as being
beautiful and fair above all others and envied for it.

(2) Do you envy the beauty of others?

fo Popularity. : :

(1) The Jews envy the popularity of Jesugand crucified him,M, 27285 °

(2) The Jews envied the pepularity of Paul and Barnabas. Acts 13:hh, 156

(3) Sometimes preachers envy the pppularity of other preachers,
Phil, 1:14,15 .

(4) Elders may envy the popularity of the preacher or the preacher
of the elders,




2, What envy will cause men te d@. e AN U

de

be

Ce

de

8.

fo

To murders

(1) Envy caused Cain to kill Abel. L Jn. 3:12,

(2) Envy crucified the Son of Ged, Mbt. 27:18.

(3) Every envious persen is a petent:_al murderer. ES Jn. 3 15&~

To sell his brother,

(1) Envy caused Joseph's brethers to sell him inte Eqypt. Acts. 7:9.

(2) How many membersof the church have been moved by envy te sell
another brother into misery, heartaches, etc., through slander,
gossip, etc. #

To destroy the property of others. Because the Philistines were

envious of Isaac, they filled his wells, Gen. 2681, 150 2 e

Tt caused the Sadducees to cast the apestles. inte prism.Acbs 5 17 18,!

To speak against the truth of Ged, Actse. 17:5.

Confusion and every evil work., Jas. 3:16. y

C. From all of these points it is easy to see that love and envy are as opposite
as blak and whibte==no wonder Paul said, "Love envieth not." '

De Do you have trouble with the green——eyed monster of  envy? Pubt it away.
Edgar Ae Guest once saids

. Conclusion.

g

Put Away Envy

I wender if the poppy shows
the slightest envy of the rese?
Or if the pansy wastes its time
Regretting that it cannot climb?
Do blossoms of a yellow hue
Complain because they are not blue?
Do birds which God designed to sing
Envy the: wild duck's fletter wing?
And does the sparrow sadly mourn
Because he was not a feldfinch born?
I cannot say, but fancy not, '
Fach seems conbtented with his lot,
Tis only man who thinks that he
_Some other man would rather be,

Love worketh no ill to his neighber and leve envieth not, Surely one can see why
love is the fulfilling of the law,



550 el : 36"
LOVE OR THE MORE EXCELIENT WAY

i Core 13:14,"'8

INT.

T. Read or quote 1 Cor. 13:4=8.

2+ In the long ago when farmers needed new land they clearned the stumps and trees in
order to plant the see,

3« In studying nearly any subject it is necessary to remove many obstacles before one
can clearly see the truth,

Le In our study of love we have already observed two thingss love does not do.

50 Let's consider some more things love does not do.

Dise '
V. LOVE VAUNTETH NOT ITSELF, IS NOT PUFFED UP." v, AC,
A. "Does not show=off" (Pul. Com.); "does not parade itself" (McGarvey); "does
not thrust itself forward" (Lipscomb)
B. Love keeps us from boasting about our superiority over'others, if such we have,
ls A lack of love was cuasing some of the “orinthians to exalt themselves due
to spiritu,l gifts, ' '
2. "Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth." 1 Cor. 8:1.
3« Love makes us think soberly. Rom. 12:3.
VI. LOVE DOTH NOT BEHAVE ITSELF UNSEEMLY." v. 52.
Ao Self love often betrays itself in its unbecoming behavior and cares not how
offensive its actions may be to others,
B. Love always behaves itself decently and properly under all circumstances.
VII. LOVE SEEKETH NOT HER OWN. 13:5.
A. Love that seeketh not her own does not mean unconcern for one's own self and
happiness, but such is not sought at the 4xpense of others, Examples:
l. It denies for others-—--Christ. 2 Cor., 8:9; Phil, 2:5-8; A, 10:38, :
2¢ It becomes all things to all men---Paul, 1 Cor. 9:19-23; 10:33; L Thess, 2:8,
3¢ 1t is concerned about other's welfare---Timothy., Phile 2:19-21,
Be Christians are admonished: ' ‘
l. To not seek to just please themselves., Rom, 15:1-3,
2o To seek wealth of others. 1 Cor. 10:2ks Phil, 213,k
Ce Love that "seeketh not her own" is the principle that will convert the world
because:
l. There will be no lack of funds,
2. There will be not lack of workers.,
VITI. LOVE IS NOT EASILY PROVOKED. 13:5,
A, It is hard to make a person angry that is under the influence of love.
Be Christ was oppressed and &fflicted, yet he opened not his motph, Is. 53:7,
IX. LOVE THINKETH NO BVIL. 13:5,
As The person influenced b7 love tries to think evil of no person,
Bs The person influenced by love does not impute wrong motives to one's failures.
Co The person influenced by love, even when evil is done, tries to think the
best until evidnece proves otherwise,
X. LOVE REJOICETH NOT IN INTQUITY. 13:6.
A, Tt does not rejoice when someone dommits evil,
Be It deos not find pleasure when others sin.

Conclusion,

1. Beloved, can't you and I sse that the world!'s greatest need is love,
2+ Thus love can be seen by what it does not doe
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LOVE, OR THE MORE.EXCELLENT WAY 5
1 Cor, 13 =,
NOe l‘, o= ! i

TNTRODUCT TON

1. The Bible especially speaks of twelve particulars the Cpristian does in love,
as "holy and without blame before God in love," Ephe 1243
be "Does all things in loves" 1 Cere 16slh, / :

¢e Edifies the body in love. Ephe 4tlbe ¥ s
ds Forbears one'another in love, Ephe ks 2. % ’ ' “ :
es Increases in love = 1 Thess. 3s 12 10
fo Is truthful in love = 1 Jn, 3:18 1l ; . :
gs Is infeigned in love = 2 Cor., 6:6 2 /
he Keeps himself in love = Jude 21 j2.
ie Knit together in leve - Col, 2:29
Je Rooted and grounded in love - Eph.-3:17% . ST R
ke Speaks fruth in love.-~ Eph. 4:15.})

. le Walks in love - Ephe 5:2 ¢

2e¢ Love is essentially a part ef the character of a Christian, There are certain ones:
the Christian can and will leve, »

DISCUSSION 1 4 s j
) Te THE FIRST OBJECT OF TH: CHRISTIAN'S TOVE IS GODe MI. 22:34-38, g

K¢ Why should we love God? 5 ' ' '
l. He first loved uss 1 Jn. 439,193 Jne 3:16; Rome 5: 8 ,9; dn, 14321 R
ae God!s love precedes our leve creating in us the eager desire to keep
" Christt's preceptses 1 Jn. L4319 : ' ;
_ be God!s love follows our love rewarding us for keeping the precepts.: Jdn.- 1421,
2¢ He has promised a crown of life te them that love him, Jas, 1:12
3e ALl things work togethér for good to them that love God, Rom. 8:28

e I we love God, what will we do? P :
1, We will put his kingdom first in hée life,- Mbt, 6:33 .
2 We will keep his commandmentss  Jne 14:23,243 1 Jne 533« ("We will keep on
~ keeping his commandments,") ' N
3e We will love our brethren, 1 Jne 4:20,21,
aes Loving a brother is proof of leve for Gode
be Hating a brother while claiming to leve God makes one a liar,

N

II, SEOOND CHRISTIANS ARE TO LOVE ONE ANOTHER.

AeWhy are Christians to love one another? ' oo
le It is a commandmeht of Gode dJne 13:34; 153173 Rome 13:8; 1 Jn. 33233 2 dag 5%
2¢ It is the badge of dlsclpleshlp. Jdne 13:35,

as The world recegnlzes priests and nuns by their clothes, members of secities
by their rings or badges, but disciples are to be recognized by their love
for one another,
be The heathen spoke of the love of the early Christians.,-
3o He that loveth not his brother is not of Gode 1 Jn. 3310 o Y
Le He that leveth not his brother abideth in death, 1 Jn. 3 14
5 Those that love one another are born of God and know Gode 1 Jn. 47,8
be God!s love for us moves ug to love one anothere 1 Jn. 4:9=11,
7o If we love one another God dwelleth in us, 1 Jn. 4212,




8e It is proof of our love for Gods 1 Jne 4:20 = 532,

B. How are Christians to leve one anbbther?
1. Love without hypecrisy. Rome 12:9 - ke
2. Love with a pure heart fervently. 1 Pet, 1:22

Ce What are some things loving one another will cause us to do?
1., Perfer another before ourself, Rom, 12:10 ¢ ' :
2, To minister to one another's needs, 2 Cor, 8:8,2,; Heb, 6:10; 1 Jn, 3:160- 18,
3. To serve one another. Gal, 5313, ' ° ; i 3
Le To try to restore those that err, Gals 6:l; Jas. 5:19520.
54 To forbear or bear with one another in love, - Ephe 4:1,2.

64 To walk in leve, Ephe 5:1,2, ,
7+ To provoke one another to leve and good works, Hebs 10:24,
8e To be pitiful and courteous to one another., 1 Pet,-3:8 iy

9, To cover one anotherts sins, 1 Pet. 4:8 ( Not by upholding them but peinting
them outs 2 Core 2:l~l)

ITI, 'I‘H:I'.'Eﬂ.'l£ WE ARE TO LOVE OUR NEIGHBOR., Mbte 22:36-40.

IV, FOURTH, WE ARE TO LOVE OUR ENEMIES, Mbte 5:43,4ke

Ao Why arc we to love our enemies?
l.Christ loves his, Rome 5: 8,10
2+ That we may be the children of Gode Mbt. 5345
. 3¢ That our reward may be great. Lks 6:35.

Be What will we do if we love our enemies? .
1, We will do them good even if they do us evil, Mbte Hehh=A7
2¢ We will not have the " get~even" spirit toward them, Rom, 12:19,
3¢ We will feed and give drink.e Rome 12:20,21,

CONCLUSION

tl s . \ . : i ] X
ls " And now abideth faith, hope and charity, and the greatest of these is, charity,"
(.1 @ore,13:13) | ;

2o Love fills and warms our souls toward God and our fellowmen, ;

3¢ " Love is the golden chain that binds,
The happy souls above, -

And he is an heir of heaven.that finds . .
His bosom aglow with lovees" oo
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ANDRFW fHE ORDINARY DISCIPLE ‘ | (jkoq

Introductson

T, One of the most profitable ways to study the Bible is to study the lives of people,

2, The character that we are studying at this time is mentioned but 12 times in the
Bible, but what we read each time makes us want to know more about him.

3. This character was of the city of Bethsaida.

L+ This character is not one of the pgajor characters hike Moses or Paul, but it may

be

that the ordinary men give us more encouragement

Discussion. N/)ME
T. HE HAD ‘A GOODAOR A GOOD REPUTAT ON.

A,

Be

Ce

IT. HE

Andrew means"manly"
1. It ws a Father's ambition and a mother's hope to have a manly son.

2. Cod told Jeremiah to look in the city of Jerusalem "if ye can find a man."
Jers 5¢ls .
3+ Diogenes walked through the streets of Athens with a laméVgn his hand. When
asked what he was doing, he replied: "I am looking for a man." When told

there were men all around him, he said: "These are pigmies, I'm looking for
real men. X
Lo David charged Solomon his son, just before he died, "Shew thyself a man,"
1 Kgs. 2:2.
Andrew surely was such a man that regardless of what he said people believed hlm.
1. "Je have found the Messiah" was as startling and hard to believe then as if
someone were to announce today "Jesus has returned."
2. But Peter had lived with Andrew and knew him and if Andrew said it was so
then it was so. :
Solomon said "A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches « « " Prove
22:1,
KEPT HIS NAME GOOD AND ADDED LUSTHER TO IT.

Al

B.

JIT. HE

Some start with a good name, but do not keep it good,

1. Jezebel was a good name until it was worn by the wife of Ahab. She wrecked
ite No man would call his wife Jezebel to compliment her,

2. Judas was a good and honorable name but itwas wrecked and became dishonorables

3. Take heed that you do not wreck your.name or reputation.

Andrew not only kept his name Bood but he added luster to it,.

1. David added luster to his name and it appears more than 1100 timesin the Bible
second only to God's,

2., Paul added luster to his name by his life and work.

3, What will you do for your name.

WAS A MAN THAT WAS ABLE TO TAKE SECOND PLACE GRACEFULLY.

A.

B.
- Ce
IV. HE

o

Six out of the twelve times that Andrew is named in the Bible he is referred to
as the brother of Simon Peters

le No one likes to constantly be referred to as "so-and-so! brother.

2. Andrew seems only to have been concérned with the Mastér's cause.

John the Baptist was a man able to take second place., dJn. 3:25-30,

Can you take second place? Can you humbly work in a greater's shadow?

WAS A MAN THAT FOUND SCMETHING TO DO WHERE HE WAS.

A,

Be

Ce

De

Solomon said ". o o the eyes of the fool are in the ends of the eartq." Prove
17:2h. (Some people are always talking about what they would do somewhere else, )
Abe Lincoln's no-good brother was going west and Abe told him "If you are not
going to work it won't do you any good to go West and if you want to work there
is no need to go.M

Mr. Conwell gave a great lecture on "Acres of Diamonds". The man in question
had diamonds all about him, .He was rich but did not know it,

Booker T. Washington frequently gave a lecture on the subject "Let Bown Your
Bucket Where You Are', The sermon subject originated from a story concerning

a ship in the South Atlantic., Tt was a sailing vessel becalmed in quiet weather,
It had been calm for several days. The fresh water supply was exhausted., They
setnt out a distress signal to a steam-driven vessel approaching and said, "We



V. HE

despertely need fresh water, The reply was, "Let down your buckets where you are,!"
They were indignant and sent back he message, "You misunderstood. We are in des-
peratett need of fresh water.," They replied, "We didn't misunderstand you. Let
down your buckets where you are." They were in the mouth of the Amazon River which
is two hundred miles wide. :

A1l of us need to let down our bucket where we are just as did Andrew,

WAS A MAN THAT BROGUHT OTHERS TO JESUS. :

A.

Be
Ce
De

Andrew was the man that brought Peter to the Lord. dJn. 1:40-42a.

1. He finished the task which he began. He was a go-getler.

2, There might not have been the eloquent Peter on Pentecost if there had not been
the ordinary Andrew before, .

Andrew brought a small boy to Jesus with fiave loaves and two fishes. dJne. 6:5=9,

Adrew and Philip brought the Greeks to Jesus. dJn. 12,

Andrew recognized and was doing what is our mission in theworld today--~-to bring

souls to Jesus. To do so, we must: ' )

1. Teach people the goodness of God, for that leads men to repent, Rome 2:4.

2. Teach them the severity of God, Bor that restrains men from sin and causes them to
seek to escape the wrath of God to come. Rom. 11:22; A. 24:25.

~ 3, Teach them to count the cost of discipleship lest they become discouraged and

E,

quite. 3 ’
Lo Teach them how to come to Jesus because no one ever came by accident. Jn. G:lh,45.
TF WE HAD MORFE, ANDREWS IN THE CHURCH WE WOULD HAVE LESS EMPTY PEWS IN THEBUILDING.

CONCLUSION

1. We may never be a Paul but we can be an Andrew---a man with a good reputation, that
kept his name good, Book second place gracefully, found work where he was, brought
others to-.Jesus,

2. Andrew was an ordinary disciple, yet extraordinary: Consider the Poem:

"AN ORDINARY DISCIPIE!

"Just an ordinary member

. Of the church "I heard him say,
But you'd always find him present
Even on a rainy day.

- He had a hearty handclasp
For the stranger in the aisle
And a friend who was in trouble
Found.sunshine in his smile
When the sermon helped him
He told the preacher so,
And when he needed comfort,
He let the preacher know.
He always gave so freely
And tried to do his share
In all the ordinary tasks
For which some have no care
His talents were not many
But his lovesfor God was true
His prayers were not in public,
But he prayed for me and you
"AN ORDINARY MEMBIR!-
T think T would say
He was EXTRAORDINARY
In a humble sort of way." Sel.



SOUND  DOCTRINE

Tibe 2:1; 1 Tim, L:b; 6:3 -

INTRODUCT ION

2e

3e

Lo 1]

by To a sincere seeker after God +his poses a number
of problems, :

as He sees good, sincere people in all religions.
be He sees each one "proving" his doctrine by the Bible,
Ce He sees each of the doctrines contradicting one another,
de He wonders which one to accept because:
(1) If they are all right which one is best for him?
(2) If they are all wrong then how does one determine what is truth?

Such a state of affaips is sad indeed when one realizes that: - °
(1) Our Lord prayed that his followers all be one., Jn, 17:20,21.

(2) The early Christians were one,  Acts 4332,
(3) Paul begged Christians, 1 Cor, 1:10,

In this study we purpose to observe three‘points, namely:

(1) There are False Teachers and False Doctrines.
(2) How Can one Recognize False Teachers and False Doctrine,, '
(3) What is to be out attitude toward false teachers and doctrines?

g:=FALSE DOCTRINES AND FALSE TEACHERS IN THE WORLD,
esuswarns us to " beware of false prophets," Mt, Teel5%

wB; Some teach for doctrines the commandments of men, Mt, 15¢9

Ce Jesus told his disciples to " beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the
- Sadducees,"  Mt, 16:11,12, (o

De Elymas sought to bervert the rightways of the Lord, Acts 13:10, 4

He Paul warned the giders from Ephesus against false teachers, ‘Acts~20328—31.

Fo Paul spoke of false teachers and deceitful workers, 2 Gor, 11;133.

Ge Do not give heed to doctrines of devils. 1 Tim, 4:1, ;

Ho Speak the things' that become sound doctrine implies things wnsound, Titus, 21
Is Be not carried away with " divers gnd,étrange doctrines,n Heb.‘13:9.A

Je There shall be false teachers among you, 2 Pety 2:1

II, HOW CAN ONE RECOGNIZE FALSE TEACHERS AND FALSE DOGTRINE?

Ae One cannot recognize a false teacher by his manner of speech because many false
teachers are fluent speakers, Rom, 16:18,
Be One cannot recognize a false teachers merely by his appearance because false

teachérs may appear as angels of light or in sheep's clothing, Mt, 7:153
- 2 Cors 11:13-15,

Ce In recognizing false teachers and false doctrines,

1. One must accept the standard that there is Just one systen of truth,

as The Bible speaks of the doctrine of Christ in the singular, :
(1) The Holy Spirit guided the apostles into all truthe Jn. 16:13,"
_(2) The early church continued in the apostle's doctrine, Acts 2:42,

(3) Many were obedient to the faith, Acts 6:7,
(4) ™ T am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ." Rom, 1:16,
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2, One must test the prophets and thetr teac

(5) Paul taught the same thing in all the churches, 1 Core L:17.
(a) But he tgught the faith he once destroyed, Gals 1323
(b) The faith he once destroyed was the same the other apostles
tauvghte
(6) There is just one gospel. Gale 1:6=9,
(7) There is just one faith. Ephe Az UL OO S
(&) The faith has been once delivered : o ALl o

3. Johﬁ*AaﬁbniSheS'CﬁfiStianS'tO'ﬁ%y“the' irit
b, The Bereans tested Paul's teachings by
were so, Acts 17:1l, »
c. In order to test false teachers one must know what they teacheixamples,
(1) If one teaches a man's saved by " faith only" I know he is a
false teachers
(2) If one teaches baptism i§ wnessential he is a false teacher,

TII, WHAT SHOULD BE OUR ATTITUDE TOWARD FALSE TEACHERS AND FALSE DOCTRINES?

Mo

Be

First, we must recognize the different reasons why men speak things con-
trary to trubhe & : s

1, Some are more concerned with their own traditions than the truth of Gode
Mke 72 8,9 ' ’

2. Some are’teaching merely for selfish reasons and not for the souls of
men. Rom, 16:17,185 2 Pete 2136 ' ' .

3, Some handle the word of Cod deceitfully to deceive peoples 2 Gore 23173
L22e ) '

Lo Some dont!®t love the truth. 2 Thesse. 2:10,

5e Some are ever learning but never able to come to a knowledge,oO
truthe 2 Time 337 :

6, Some are hohestly, sincerely mistaken, but -don't know its &

7. Thus why one does a thing will help determine our attitude
this one.

Second, we must recognize the disaster of false doctrines.in and out of
the churche Ll 3 v
1. Souls are lost. The gospel is the power of God unto salvatione

( Rome 1316 ) but when changed it loses it power.

- 9, Men are made infidels, Which one? Jesus knew this. Jolme 17:20,21s

Co
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Fo

Third,. we must not. try to force truth upon those that don't want ite -
Mte T31=5. ) ) : ,
Fourth, we must always speak the truth in love, Tph. Lel5e

Fifth, we must be gentle, meek, and patient in teaching those that
oppose- themselves, 2 Tim. 2:2)=264

Sixth, we must not in. anyway encourage false teachérs whether it be in-
the churchcor out of the churchs Roll. 16:173 Tite 33 9=11; 2 John 9%11,

1§ st i pnche
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SOUND DOCTRINE

Tite 2:1; 1 Tim, 4:6; 623 =

INTRODUCT ION

2.'

3e

Led: seiibh mapy diffevent teachings, each claiming to be upheld and

3 3@ s ;:‘I; . E. i ¥ 8
t Qnﬁ%&d& YGods To a sincere seeker after God +4his poses a number

of problems,

2s He sees good, sincere people in all religions,
be He sees each one "proving" his doctrine by the Bible,
ce He sees each of the doctrines contradicting one another,
de He wonders which one to accept because:
(1) If they are all right which one is best for him?
(2) If they are all wrong then how does one determine what is truth?

Such a state of affaips is sad indeed when one realizes that:
(1) Our Lorxd prayed that his followers all be one, Jn. 17:20,21.

(2) The early Christians were one.  Acts 4:32,
(3) Paul begged Christisns, 1 Cor, 1:10,

In this study we purpose to observe ‘three points, namely:

(1) There are False Teachers and False Doctrines,
(2) How Can one Recognize False Teachers and False Doctrine,,
(3) What is to be out attitude toward false teachers and doctrines?

;iFﬂLSE DOCTRINES AND FALSE TEACHERS IN THE WORLD,
JeWarns us to " beware of false prophets," Mt, 7:15,

‘BY Some teach for doctrines the commsndments of men, Mbte 15:9

Ce Jesus told his disciples to " beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the
- Sadducees."  IMt, 16:11,12, TR

De Elymas sought to pervert the rightways of the Lord, Acts 13:10,

T

e Paul warned the elders from Ephesus against false teachers, Acts 20:28-31,
Fo Paul spoke of false teachers and deceitful workers. 2 Cor. 11:13:.
Ge Do not give heed to doctrines of devils, 1 Tim, kil Al

He Speak the thihgs“that become sound doctrine implies things uwnsound. Titus, 2:1
Ts Be not carried away with " divers and Strange doctrines,t Heb.113:9.~

Je There shall be false teachers among you. 2 Pet, 2:1

TI. HOW CAN ONE RECOGNIZE FALSE TEACHERS AND FALSE DOCTRINE?

Ae One cannot recognize a false teacher by his manner of speech because many false
teachers are fluent speakers, Rom, 16:18,
Be One cannot recognize a false teachers merely by his appearance because faolse
teachérs may appear as angels of light or in sheep's clothing, Mte 7:15;
- 2 Core 11:13-15, :
Ce In recognizing false teachers and false doctrines,

1. One must accept the standard that there is Just one system of truth,
as The Bible speaks of the doctrine of Christ in the singular, '
(1) The Holy Spirit guided the apostles into all truth, Jn, 16:13,"
(gg The early church continued in the apostle!s doctrine, Acts 2552,
" (3) Many were obedient to the faith. Acts 637, '
(4) " I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ." Rom, 1316,



(5) Paul taught the same thing in all the churchese 1 Cor. L:17,
(a) But he tgught the faith he once destroyeds Gale 1:23
(b) The faith he once destroyed was the same the other apostles
tavghte
(6) There is just one gospel. Gal. 1:6=9,
(7) There is just one faith. Ephe 45 LIRS
(8) The faith has been once delivered .
2, One must test the prophets and their teac
’ “a, John Adfmonishes Christians to try the
b. The Bereans tested Paul's teachings by
were so, Acts 17:11, >
ce. In order to test false teachers one rmust know what they teachelixampless
(1) If one teaches a man's saved by " faith only" I know he is a
false teacher.
(2) If one teaches baptism i$ unessential he is a false teacher,

TTI, WHAT SHOULD BE OUR ATTITUDE TOWARD FALSE TEACHERS AND FALSE DOCTRINES?

Ao First, we must recognize the different reasons why men speak things con-
trary to truthe o ;

1, Some are more concerned with their own traditions than the truth of God,
Mko 7: 8,90 ! ’

2, Some are teaching merely for' selfish reasons and not for the souls of
men, Rom, 16:17,185 2 Pets 2:3. ; & .

3. Somé handle the word of cod deceitfully to deceive peoples 2 Core 2:17;
’-p:2o ’ » :

Lo Some dont't love the truth. 2 Thess, 2:10,

5, Some are ever learning but never able to come to a knowledge,O

! truthe 2 Time 327 :

6, Some are honestly, sincerely mistaken, but don't know it,

7. Thus why one does a thing will help determine our attitude
this ones

, Be Second, we must recognize the disaster of false doctrines,in and out of
| the churche Sl § .
1. Souls are loste, The gospel is the power of CGod unto salvatione
( Rom, 1:16 ) bubt when changed it loses it power, ’ '
5 - - 9, Men are made infidels, Which one? Jesus knew this. John, 17:20,21

Co Third,. we must not. try to force truth upon those that don't want ib,
I““It. 7:1"5. . . &
Ds Fourth, we must always speak the truth in love, Bphe L4215

j '~ E, Fifth, we must be gentle, meek, and patient in teaching those that
! oppose- themselves, 2 Tim. 2:24-26,
l

F, Sixth, we must not in. anyway encourage false teachérs whether it be in-
the churchoor out of the church, Rom, 16:173 Tit. 3: 9--11l; 2 John 9#l11,
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371
BARNABAS, A GOOD MAN

ACTS 11 : 22-26

% INTRODUCTION ;

le I covet your attention this evening but T do not have a novel plan to obtain it 1ike
John Smith used on one occasion. He was visiting a camp meeting and was asked to
speak, "Two or three preachers had already spoken. He was relatively unknown at
that time and people began leaving, And to get the attention of the beople, he said,
"Stay and hear what the great -Augustine said, Augustine said that he weuld 1ike to
have seen Romein her glory, Paul on Mars Hill and Christ in the fleshn, Some of the
people came back and were seated, but still others were leaving, Then Smith said
"Stay and hear what the great Thales said, He said that he was grateful that he was
born ‘a man and not a beast, a Greek and not a Barbarian, a man and not g woman, "
Still others remained but some were leaving, Finally, he said, " Stay and hear
what old Cato saide Cato said that he regretted three things in his life: first
he spent a day in which he did nothing good ; second, he made a trip by sea when he .

might have made it by land; third, he told an important secret to a womane " ( Sermons
And Tectures, Good Pasture, p, 137 ), :

2e¢ The minor character we are studying this evening is mentioned 29 times in the Bible,
e H is name was .Joses, :

be A levite,
Ce Of the comtry of Cyprus, :
de Introduced Paul as a Christian to the apostles at Jerusalem, Acts 9:27 1
€s Was sent by the church at Jerusalem to labor with the church Antioch ' Acts 31822,
T4 Went to Tarsus and-brought Paul back to Antioch where they labored together one
year,  Acts 11:25,26, ‘ ‘ .
8e Joinedswith Paul in carrying a contribution to the poor saints in Jerusalem,
Acts 11329,20, i :
he Accompanied Paul on his first missionary journey., Acts 13-14, :
i. Went with Paul to the council at Jerusalem to discuss the circumecism question,

Je Sharp contention between Paul and Barnabas about who to carry on 2nd Jjourney,
Acts 15236 - 41,
ke Was carpied away when Peter-quit eating with Gentiles at the arrival of certain
Jews from James, Gal, 211,13, ‘
3e The man we are discussing is Barnabas, Acts 11:22-26, i
Le Barnabas was called a good man? Why? We are not interested in the world's definition,
but in Godts, Tt is hoped it will help us to be good e :

DISCUSSTON
L. BARNABAS WAS A COOD VAN BECAUSE HE WAS GENEROUS, He was generous in three ways,

A, He was a man of generous hand, Acts ) 332-37,
l. "Bar" means son- "nabas" means consolation or exhortation,
2e The apostles gave him the name because of the quality orf exhortation in which
he excelled,
3¢ I vionder if we were given names according to the things in which we excel in the
church, :
Le The church needs Mmore men of generous hand,
Be He was a man of generous judgement, Acts 9:26,27,
le The apostles and Christians at Jerusalem were afraid of Paul,
2e But " Barnabas took himg"
3+ The Church needs more Barnabases to help the week and new members, - extend a
\ friendly and warm hand,
Ce He was a man of generous heart, Acts 15:36-41,
le Paul did not think it good to take John Mark with them on the second Jjourney,
2e Barnabas stood by Mark in his greatest hour of need as we all need someone to
stand by us at times,




TT, BARNABAS WAS A GOOD MAN BRCAUSE HE WAS A GOOD TEACHER AND FATLTHFUL CHRISTIAN.

A. He was a man full of the Holy Spirit. = Actse 11:2h.
1. Barnabas was completely under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
2, Every Bible teach@r must allow his or her life to be completely guided by
the Holy Spirit. ’ e
B. He was a man full of faithe Acts 11:2L.
1, He was completely convicted and grounded in the truth.
2. Every teacher must haveﬁconviction.

ITT. BARNABAS WAS A GOOD MAN BECAUSE IE WAS TRUSTWORTHY

A. He, with Paul, was entrusted with the 8ffering from the brethren at Antioch to
the brethren ab Jerusalem. Acts 11.:27-30.
B, He, along with Paul, went to Jerusalem to discuss the question circumcism., Acts 15:1,2
C. When the ehurch at Antioch needed a preacher Barnabas was chosen, Acts 11:22,
Do A good man is a trustworthy men

Iv. BARNABAS WAS A GOOD MAN BECAUSE HE WAS MISSIONARY MINDED.

A, Barnabas was ready and willing when chosen, by the Holy Spirit to preach the
gospele Acts 13:1-3. :

Be A Zood man is interested in telling the world about Christ Mte 28:19,20;
Mko 16:15,163 2 Tim, 2:12 ‘

V. BARNABAS WAS A .GOOD MAU BECAUSE HE WAS A GOOD STICKER.‘

. A, He didn't quit the church when Paul became more prominent.
B. He didn't quit when he and Paul had trouble over who would accompany
them on the second journey. Acts 15:37-39 ’
C. He stick with Mark even after Mark had left them on the first journeye.
1 Core 9:b; 2 Time L4:sll; Acts 15:36ff. L
D. The church always needs those that will ® stick".

CONCLUSION,

1. Very few men in the Bible are called good men, but Barnabas is ohe of thew.

2, Barnabas was a good man because (1) He was generous, (2) He was a good teacher
and faithful Christisn, (3) He was trustworthy, (1) He was' missibnary minded, and
(5) He was a good sticke - x

3o Now if we whnt to be a good man then let's be a Barnabas.

”



THE SERIOUS SIN OF BEING A STUMBLINGBLOCK ‘

ML, 1831 - 7 ( ASV); 1 Cor, 8:9; Rom, 14:13,

“

TNTRODUCT TN

1. Read or quote the text,

2+ From these bassages we learn several truths:
2e It is possible to be a stumblingblock,

3e Mark 9:42 ang Mte 18:7 will emphasize the importance of this lesson,
he In this study we propes%to notices;

() DISscussTon
—2oCUSSTON
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A, Webster defines g stumblingblock as " g bar or hindrance to righteous living;

an impediment to belief or understanding; an obstacle in the way of g planned
Or progressive development or act,n

T -

i” Be To stumble, me s-to so trip as. to be. hindered in faith or to be turned out
of the way, " Reoomi/? /),
Z Ce A stumblingblock then is any cause of stumbling, perplexity, or errort an
' obstacle or impediment to steady progress,n c
L) " .
ﬁiﬁ IT. GOD'S PROPLE ARw NOT TO BE STUMBLINGBLOCKS,
= A.ﬁUnder the law of Moses God told his people not " put a stumblingblock before
= the blind." T1ev, 19:14,
%; Be Paul said that no man is to put an occasion of stumbling before his brother,
{i Rom, 14:13, '
i Ca Our Liberty is not to become 2 stumbling block to others, 1 Cor, 8:9,.
De Christ is against those that cast g stumblingblock before others, Rev, 231l
IIT. THERE ARR SOME INNOCENT STUMBLINGBLOCKS., ;
Ae Christ is an innocent stumblingblock, Rom, 9132,33,
le He is a stumblingblock to some because of the way he came into the Worlde
his lowly birth, Mt, 13:53-57; Mk, 6:3
Re Some stumble at the surroundings of his daily life,
3e His crucifixion Was a stumblingblock to the Jews, 1 Cor, 1:23,
Be The word of God is an innocent stumblingblock,
1. The word of God was given to save the souls of men, Jas, 1121,
2¢ But some stumble at the word of God, 1 Pet, 2:8,
Ce Christians are sometimes innocent stumblingblocks,
L. We may do things and say things that cause people to stumble and yet
We are never aware of ite
2e How we need to daily practice providing things honest in the sight of a1l
X en, 1 Cor, 8321, E
Ds Our own pPhysical features may become innocent stumblingblocks, Mke 9:43-48,
@ Be Persecutions may be innocent stumblingblocks, .- e 432 .
P L. Trails and tribulations should strengthen our faith, Jase 112,

s,
” o

2e But they cause some to stumble, Mt, 13: 20,21,

i
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IV, SOME WAYS IN WHICH,WE MAY BE STUMBLINGBLOCKS.

Ao An improper exanples
1, The Bible gives several example of this truths
a, The sons of Ell became a stumblingblock to Israel and caused men,
by their example to abhor the offering of Gode 1 Saile 2:17,2he
be The priests in the days of Malachi caused many " to stumble at the
lawe" Male 2:8e :
¢co Paul warns the strong brobher to-not become a stumblingblock to the
weak by his example. 1 Cors 8:9,10; Roms 1h:2Le .
2, Some specific ways. in which our examples may be a stumblingblocke
a, Lack of zeal,on the part of older Christians will soon cool the .
ardor of new convertse , ' )
b, Negligence in attendance will soon have new converts and weak doing
the samee ¢ “
co Indifference toward Bible Study.

BeoBy things that we sage Jase 1l B
1. Peter was an offense unto the Lord by whab he said. Mbe 163234
2, e may be a stumblingblock in this realm by the way we Say thingse °
" cfe Ephe Ltlle
3, Ve may be a stumblingblock in this realm by whalt we actnally say. Some

s

say and then think 1ater, cfo Prove 15:1,2; ~dase 15194

CONCLUSTION

1. Brethren, It is a sepious things,to be a stumblingblocke Mb. 1837

o, Tet us love and obey the word of God that there be no stumblingblock. Psa. 119%
1654 . : "

3, Let us practice 5elf- deniel rather than cause a brother to stumbles 1 Cor. 8:
133 Rome 15:1=3. .



) INTRODUCTION :

I3
" TOVE OF THE TRUTH n
2 Thesse 2:10

i
2e

3.

Read or quote 2 Thess, 2:1~12 & Zecharich 8:16-19,

There has never been an age in the history of man when love of the truth was more

greatly needed. This is true for several reasons,

as Our age says there is no such things as absolute truth, )

be Unbelief asks " What is truth with a cynical contempt for those who believe that
they have found it, R

Ce Shepticism asks, what is truth with the saddest doubt as to the possibility of
attaining it.

At the time that Jesus Christ stood on trail for his 1ife Pilate asked " What is Truth?w

( Jne 18:38) This question rises in importance when one realizes that:

as God is God of truth, Deut., 32z ‘ '

be God is abundant in mercy and truth, Ex, 34:6. ;

Ce Christ is truthe Jne -14:6 . i .

de The Holy Spirit is the-spirit of truth. Jn. 16:13, ¢

€s The church is the pillar and ground of truth., 1 Time’ 314,15, ’

fo All acceptable service to God must be in tryth. Joshye24:lh; .John 4323 .2l

he In our study this evening then we propose to notice. (1) What is truth, (2) Some
Reasons Vhy Men Ought to love the truth, and (3) Some Things A love of truth will
cause Men to Do, ) 5

DISCUSSION T GBRAL bt E

I, WHAT IS TRUTH?

IT.

Ae The woman of Zarephath said t6 Elijah " the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth, !
" 1 Kingse 17:24. :

Bs The paths of the Lord are merey and truth, Psa. 25:10,

Ce The law of God is truthe Psa, 119:142, -

Ds The commandments of God are truth, Psa. 119:151, '

Ee The Holy Spirit guided the apostles into all truth, Jn. 16:13,

Fo 'The word of God is truth, dJn. L7307,

SOME REASONS WHY MEN OUGHT TO LOVE THE TRUTH,

Ao Men ought to love the truth because it is priceless. Prov, 23: 233 Rev, 3:18,

1. Tt is priceless because of the one that gave ite Jne 1:17; 1L:6,

2¢ It is priceless because.of what it is able to doe AT
s It makes men free, "Jn. 8:32, ( From Sin - Rom, 6:17,18; Worry - Mt. 6:33;

fear of death =~ Hebs 2:14,15; etc, )
be One is sanctified by truth, Jn. 17417,
 Ce Ome is purified by obeying truth. 1 Pet, 1:21.
3e¢ It is priceless because it endures forever, 1 Pet, 1:23-25,

Be Men ought to love the truth because of God's desire for man concerning the truth,
God desires that mens '
1. Obey the truth, Mt. 7:21.
e Speak the truth in love, Eph. 4315,
3e Gird himself about with truth, Ephe 6:14,
Le Come unto a knowledge of the truth, 1 Tims 2tk
5 Rightly divide the truth, £ Tim. 2315,
6e Be established in the Lruth, 2 Pet, 2:12,



Ce Men ought to love the trubth because there are so many false teachers and false
doctrines in the world todays This:truth is established in a number of ways:
1., Jesus warns us to " beware of false prophets." Mte 7215
2, Some teach for doctrines the commandments of men. Mbt. 15:9,
34 Jesus told his disciples to " beware of the leaven of the Pharisecs and of
the Sadducees," Mbt, 16:11,12. ' i
Lo Elymas sought to pervert the rightways of the Lorde. Aéts 13:10,
5, Paul warned the elders from Ephesus against false teachers, Acts 20 28=31,
b, Paul spoke of false teachers and deceitful workers, 2 Core 1ll:l3.
7, Do not give heed te doctrines of devilse 1 Time Lels 4
8. Spesk the things that become sound doctrine implies things unsound, Titus,-2:l,
9, Be not carried away with " divers and strange doctrines." Hebs 1329
.10. There shall be false teachers among you. 2 Pet, 2:l,

Do Men should love the truth because the judgment of God will be aécording to truth,
- Rome 2326 3

Te Men should love the truth because one cannot be saved without such love., 2 Thesse
2:100 7. g :

1, To love the truth is to believe the truth, 2 Thess. 2:12,
2, To love the truth is to obey the truthe 1 Jn. 5:3

e Men should love the truth lest they receive a strong delusion, believe a lie -
and be dammed, ‘2 Thesse 2:11,12, i

“

TII, SOME THINGS LOVE FOR TRUTH WILL CAUSE MEN TO DO.

Ao Tt will cause men to eagerly seek the truth,
1., The rich young ruler came running to Jesuse Mk, 10317,
2, The common people heard the Lord gladly. Mk. 12:37.
3, The people came to the temple early in the morning. ILk. 21:38
L The Samaritans begged the Lord to stay and teache dJne L4240,
5, Bro, Phillips read the Bible 23 hours without stopping to eab or sleep
so he could find answer to one questione . » 2
be Your eagerness for truth is an idiciation of your love for truth, 1

Be Tt will cause men to tryt to test everything to be sure it is truth,
1. The Beresns tested Paulls teaching Acts 17:11.
2. John tells Christians o try the prophets, 1 Jn. L:l.

Ce It will cause men toﬁalwafs with truthful in their dealings with others. Ephe 4325,

CONCLUSTON

The trutﬁ is,précibus.;God deéires all to receive it. Have you? Remember the truth
makes men free (Jns 8:32) but it must be loved ( 2 Thess. 2:10) believed ( 2 Thess. 2:13)
and obeyed (.1 Pets, 1322 )o . - ; . ' )

E



IEIN
FULLY PERSUADED THAT GOD IS ABLE &
Rom, /:18-25-- ;

Tntroduction. ‘

1. The very first verse in the Bible says "in the beginning God . « " (Gen. 1:1) There
is no greater subject that can challenge the mind of man "because our concept of
God determines our views of the world, sin, life, duty and conduct,"

2+ The thought of God has brought dlfferent responses from.dlfferent people.
a. The Atheist asserts there is no God.
Be The Agnostic says he cannot tell whetehrr there is a God or no.
¢. The Materialist boasts that he does- not require a God.
de The Worldly Tool wishes there were no God.
es The Christian says he cannot do without God. .

3+ There are so many things that we will not know about God this side of eternity but
there are some things clearly revealed:
ae The God we sdrve is not brick and mortar. A. 17:22-29,
b, Nature tells us something about God, Psa. 19:le
ce The invisible things such as his power and God head are revealed by things made,

Rom, 1:20,

LBut today we purpose to notice with you two things about God of which you must be

fully persuvaded if you would be faithful.

Discussion,
T. GOD IS ABIE., ROM. 4:2L,
As What does it mean to be able?
- le "Having sufficient power, skill, or resources of any kind to accomplish an ob-
jects capable, competent."
2+ God has sufficient power, skill or resources to accomplish all according to
his will,
Be Vhat is the importance of being fully pewsuaded that God is able?
1. Shadrack, Meshack and Abednego!s firm belief that God is able enabled them
to face and overcome the trial of the fiery furnace. Dan., 3:16-18.
2. Daniel's firm belief of this fact enabled him to overcome the ordeal of the
lion's den. Dan. 6:18-23.
3 Being fully persuaded that he is able enabléd Abraham to accept God's proml
bven when reason said no.
a. God promised Abraham a son when h/ and his wife were past bearing. Rom,
l..p :19‘-210
be God told Abraham to kill Isaac., Reason said God could not call his seed
in Isaac if Isaac were dead, but "being fully persuaded.," Heb, 11:17-19,
Le Paul had the strength to suffer for Christ because he was persuaded that he
is able, 2 Tim, 1l:12.
IT. GOD IS FATTHFUL.
A. To be faithful means to be able as well as true to what one promises. 1 Core. 1:9
Bs In Christ Jesus all his promises are yea and amen., 2 Cor, 1:20,
Ce God is faithful and able.
ITT, WHAT IS GOD ABLE AND FAITHFUL TO DO?
A. God is able to raise up children of stones. MWMt. 3:9. (This shows that God does
not do all he is able to do.)
B. He is able to destroy both body and soul in hell, Mt. 10:28.
Cs He is able to preform all that he has promised. Rom. 4:21,
1. He has promised to riase the dead. Jn. 5:28,29,
2. He has promised to save those that believe and are baptized. Mk, 16:16,
3+ He has promised to destroy the world., 2 Pet, 3:1ff.
Le He has promised to reward the faithful., Rev, 2:10,
He is able to graft into the body all that believe. Rom. 11:23,
He is able to make all grace abound twoard us., 2 Cor. 9:8,.

He is able to do exceedingly abundantly above al] that we ask or thin Hph, 2_
204
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He is able to change our bodies into the likeness of his glorious body. Phil, 3:20.
He is able to keep safely that which we have committed to him, 2 Tim. 1:12,
He is able to save and destory. Jas. L:12.

H. He is able to keep us from falling., dJude 24,
Conclusion,
1. The man that is fully persuadgd that God is able to do these things is one that

2e
3e

1+o

takes God at his word, ]
What two wonderful thought: God is Ablel God is faithfull

Sinner friend, God is able to save you. Erring brother or sister God will receive
you back,

Our God is able to deliver theg.w
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TEENAGERS FBR CHRIST S
T Tim. L:12

Introduction,

1.

2

Responsibility for the souls of men and women is the most serious task God ever
gave because eternity is at stake.

a. 1t is for this reason that @od made elders, men of experience, respon51ble for
souls,

be We must be grateful for their work and give them support.
Many times we are tempted to think saving souls is the job of adults and youth

. has no part in it.

3e

5e

Satan keeps whispering the lie in your ears that you have no responsibility till
you are older, He knows that if he can preveit your service now there are two
things that work to his advantage:

a. First, not many people serve Satan through youth and then suddenly turn and
and become dedicated Christians., This is the reason for God's warning.
Feele., 12:1,

b. Second, if you wait until you are mature in every respect you wnll deprive
God of some of the finest service which could be rendered.

(1) What is Samuel had waited until middle age to begin to serve God?

(2) David slew Coliath while still a boy.

(3) Josiah began to reign over corrupt Judah at 8 (2 Kgs. 22:1) and was only
16 when he determined to destory idolatry. (2 Chrone 34:3).

(4) Through the efforts of young people much good has been accomplLshed in the
past and can be today.

I want to talk to you therefore about "Teenagers For Christ."

Our Lord expects great things of yofi because you have the power to shape the

lives and destines of countless thousands to come,

as The Lord expects greal things of you because he loves you.

be High expectation should have a tremendous impact on you,

Discussion.

I.

IT.

11T,

Iv.

THE LORD EXPECTS YOU AS A THINAGER TO BE A GENTUNE CHRISTIAN,

A. This means more than Jjust being baptized and going to church-——it means
"Christ-onee™

B. He expects you to be a Christian at school---do your best work---be honest
and uprighte--be of service.

C. He expects you to be a Christian at home like the Lord. (ILke. 2:5la.)
Respect to your parents, kinds to your brothers and sisters,

Do If you have a job God expects you to be loyal to your employer and to serve
him as you would the Lord.,

e Regardless of where you are teenagers God expects you to be concerned with the
question "What would Jesus do if he were in my place?"

THE LORD FEXPECTS YOU TO BE AN EXAMPLE. 1 Tim, 4:12,

Ao Everything you do can be accepted as standard for Christians.

Be You do not have the right to engage in anything that would not be proper for
others Christians to do.

Ce If you are disturbed because your parents, the preachers, elders, etc, in-
sist there are certain things you cannot do, then make up a list of the 10
people you consider the most faithful Christians and you'll find these things
are not a part of their lives.

De Can you measure up to God's expectaion that you be an example?

THE LORD EXPECTS YOU IN HEAVEN.

Ae The Lord died for you and God expects to see you in heaven.

B. He has gone to prepare a mansion for you if you prepare for it. Jn. 14:1-3.

C. If you were to dlpl today would God be disappointed that you coild not come
hone°

L.);\AHILT O;‘ 2l J].?, JJJ CT ]’ON‘ Je
d. Alright vou've made up your mind that you are gOLng to be a reallydedicated
Christian, but Satan immediagely presents two objections that are very important




to us:

1. You have to give up so much to be a Christian that you can't have a good time,

2. You can't be popular and be a Christian.
Be First, let!s consider you have to give up so many things that you can't have a
good lee.
le If you are a teenager for Christ is is true you must give up whatever comes
between you and Him,
2. The Bible positively condemns some things-—--adultery, drunkenness, soeallng,
lying. ; ‘
3. There are others things----car, sports, boyfriends, girl friends=--that may
be right but if they come between us and the Lord they must be given up,
Lo But does God require us to give these things up because he's just rying to
be mean, or does he not know what is best for us and in his loving way has
told us to leave these things alone in order to really have a good time,
(Do you really believe the sinner is happy?)
5. Also we have to consider what we get to determine if it is wortnwhlle to
give up some things. ;
a. Tou have sacrifieced and given up things because you wanted oomeL1Ln~ else
more.
. b, Heaven is worth any price. .
C. Second, we may fall victim to the deception that if we are devoted, consecrated
Christians we .can never be pppular.
1. Too many teenagers and adults believe that its only as one goes along with
the crowd that one can be well liked.( :Jsz A Aa’
2. It is not true that you must be unpopular because you are a Chf‘St]aﬂ.
Ay 2544,
3s Now T want to tell you how to be a "popular" Christian,.
ae First of all, Be a Christian.

(1) You hl'l disgust people if you talk Christianity, but fail to practw
it. -

(2) You need not expect to be popular with anyone if they find you don't
really have any convictions, but go along with anything, talk one
thing and do another,

b. Second, be humble,

(1) No one likes a showoff aboult how good he is expecially in reiwrlon.

(2) Your convictions must be unwavering but your attitude must be .one of
havughtiness, but humility. - G

.c. Third, be .a servant, ,

(1) The rule that Jesus gave works in every relationship of life., Mt.
20:26-28,

(2) The popularity of others is not "some pull" or "the teacher Just
didn't like me", but rather they have proven themselves.

(3) If you want to % elected to some position of honor, take adbantage
of the opportunities to serve,

(1) Don't blame Christianity for your lack of popularity but blame a lack
of Christianity for it.

d. Fourth, be considerate of ophers.

(L) In our selfishness we often forget to be considerate of others., But
the popular you know are considerate of others.

(2) You'll be amazed abt how much more popular you become as your interst
and consideration of others 1ncredses.

e, Fifth, be apprcciative,
(l) Be appreciastive of what others do for you. (Mother, Dad, frxends etc)
(2) Ingratitude is so common that a kind "thank you" is really notlced.
Conclusion,. \
il Lot me plead with you to not just be teenagers, but be teenaters for Christ.

2. There will be trials and disappointment but think of the Joy of living with
God through eternity.

zz_?‘",
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i : THE SIN OF " DO - NOTHINGNESS "

&3 INTORDUCTICN

&

ls One day a preacher wes met on the street by a neighbor. " How many members in your
congregation now?" "50" was the reply. " How many are active?" M"50" was the reply.
" You must have an unusual congreration if all are active," "Yes, 25 are active
for me and 25 are active against he," ) ’ W

2e Recently the Southern Baptist Church raﬁwa survey of her members and fqund that
59 out of every 100 were not active in any sense,

3e It is presently estimated that in the southern states 50% those who hawe obeyed
the gospel " are not presently identified with any congregation and newver attend
a church service," .

he There are 50 adults in this church that are not even enrolled in a BibZe class
and on any given Sunday morning we have an average of 80 adults and children
.absenty On Wednesday evening we have 104 that are not even enrolled in "a Bible
class and we have an average of 139 absent every Wednesday night,

2¢ During the past several years llve made it a practice to try to read 1 & 2 Timothy
and Titus, in fact I have memorized most of these three books, These books were
written to a young preacher, I read them regularlys
2e To constantly remind myself of what Cod expects of me as a preacher,
be To constantly remind myself that preaching includes: -
(1) Reprov - (a) "To convict, confute, refute, usually with the suggestion of
putting the convicted person to shame," ( Tine) '
(b) ™ To chide as blameworthy; administer a rebuke to; call
attention to remissness in a kind or gentle way: seek to -
@) . correct, M
o (2) Rebuke - (a) To criticize sharply; censure severly,
‘ (3) Exhort - (a) To incite by argument or advice; urge strongly; to give
warnings or advice, to Mmake urgent appegl," )

(b) "To admonish, exhort, to urge one to pursue some course of
conduct .

f* (¢) Tt includes such thoughts as comfort, beseech, interest,

" desire, call for " ) ’

%j 6e During the time that T have been in your midst T've tired to preach sermons that
< did all three, ’ ' i

Lud 2s I've tired to preach sermons that comfort and strengthen because I realize

L. your’ problems., ‘

(&3] be Tlve tired to preach sermons that cause you to respond,

p-3 7e The sermon of the morning is rebuking in its nature, especially to those ﬁhat

E; need it,

C  DISCUSSION i
f T. GOD TYPICTS HIS PEOPIE T0 BE ACTIVE.

Ao God Expects Us To Be Betive Because Of The Price He Paid For Us, Jne 3:163
- 1 Cor. 6:19,20; 1 Pet, 1:15=19,

Be God expects us to be active to overcome the devil, 1 Pet. 5:8.
Ce God never intended that his people be lukewarm and indifferent, but dynamic
and wide awake, Reve 3:14~17, To Be Active:
\ 1. We'must sow with the Master, 2 Core 9:6,
' Re We must use what we have, M, 25:29,
Examples: Several years ago the Reader Digest Published an article concern-
ing sea gulls that were starving in St. Augustine Florida. They had for-
gotten how to fish, For several years the shrimp fleet operating out of the

harbor had tossed them scrips from the nets, When the boats left, the gulls
had lost their natural ability to catch fish., Talents must be used or lost.
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We are now riding on the highest crest of religious interest in the history of
tnls country. Never before has there been a greater opportunity, but if allow-
ed to pass it may never return,

The greatest mistake that any individual can make is the mistake of doing
nothing, The sin of " do—nothmgness" is real and all about us and dangerous.

1T, FIVE PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE WHICH EMPHASIZE THE SIN OF INACTIVITY OR " DO=NOTHINGNESS ¢ 1t

Mo

Be'

Ce

De

Lo

ls One

The One Talent Man, Mb, 25:14-30,
1. He was guilty of the sin of " do-nothingness. n
ae He had not wasted the tglent.
be He did not open it on intoxicating liquor,
ce He did not gamble.
de He didn't throw it away.
2. The less in the parables is clear,
ae The sin of " do nothingness" is real.
be The stn of " do nothingness is wicked and slothful,
ce The sin of " do nothingness" will lead to eternal condemnatione,

The Certain Samaritan. ILuke, 10: 25-37,

1, This story is one of the world!s most famous and it contains eternal truth
from the Son of Gode
2, The priest and Levite:did not beat the man or rob him. They did nothing.
3+ The Samaritan did something.
a. He had compassion and bound his wound
b. He took him to the inn and cared for him, B
Le One camnobt read this story without realizing the scathing denunciation
Jesus placed upon the sin of " do-nothingness,"

The Barren Fig Tree, ILuke 13:6-9,

1. This story again makes clear the sin of " do-nothingness,"
a. The tree did not produce wormy fruit.
be Tt just did not produce fruit at all.
c, It was barren and eceitful,

2+ The storJ'te“ches us thet to go before the judgment bar of God barren is to
go unprepared and be comdemned.

ae We must do something if we plan to go to heaven when we die, Mbe 7:21,
be Those that do have a right. Reve 22:1h.

ce Faith without works is dead., Jas. 2:26,

The Vine & The Branches, dJn. 15:1-6,
1, Jesus did not teach that once we are a vine there is nothlnb to doe ;
2. Jesus taught that unless we produce we will be cast into the fire.
The Pharisees said but did not. Mbt. 23:2,3,

1. Phariseeism is not limited to the first century.

2, A1l today who claim to be a @hristian, yet never do anything, do not
have a sympton of Phariseeism, they have the disease. i

CONCLUSION

of the greatest opportunities is afforded us today in the Bible class. When

it grows, individuals,grow, attendance grows, contribution grows, mission work,
grovs, and the community becomes a better places

2. Tn our age there is much to do. Shall we be labled as a generation uhab got the
job done or as the " do-nothing" generation who fiddled and fussed.

3e The

story of the Talents, the good Samaritan, the Vine and the Branches and the

Barren Fig Tree ought to put the fear of God in our souls. Rom, 13:11,
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THE CERTAIN CONFRONTATION
Amos 4 :1-12-—-

Tntroduction,

1.

2

Our world todey faces a certain CONFRONTATTON s AN INEVITABLE ENCOUNTER, A DREAD-
FUL SHOWDOWN, AND THIS CALLS TO OUR MINDS THE WORDS OF AMOS M Prepare to meet
they God,!

ABOUT 100 YEARS THE PHILOSPHY OF COMMUNISM WAS CONCEIVED IN THE EVIL MIND OF K.

MARX,

4. IT I3 AN IDEACLOGY--ATHEISTIC, DEHUMANIZES VAN, REGARDS HIM AS AN ANIMAT AND
TOOL OF THE STATE., BELIIVES IN AN INEVITABLE WORLDWIDE CLASH BETWIE CGAPTTAL
AND LABOR, A BLOODY REVOLUTION, WHICH WITL DIVEST ALL PROPERTY OVWNERS OF THEIR
POSSESSIONS, AMD ERASE ALL CLASS, 30CIAL, AND RACTAL DISTINCTIONS.

B. THE INTENT CF THE COMMUNITST IS TO "BURY US", DESTORY DEMONCRACY, FRT :DOM, AD
-CHRISTTANTTY. TO THIS END THEY HAVE BUEEN MAKTING PREPARATTION,

ce THETR ABILITIES ARE THE WY"JSOI‘-E WEAPONS TN NUCLEAR ARSENAL. 100 METAGON BOMB.
A& A U.S, SENATOR HAS REMARKED THAT TT WOULD SORGH 6 ST TES IF FIRED AT THE
RIGHT ALTITUDE ON A CLEAR DAY,

DIS,
I, THE CTRTAIN CONFRONTATION MAY HAVE ALREADY BIGUN .

A. Our PRESIDENT HAS COMMITTED OUR NATION 1IN SOUTH VIE TNAM, DRAWN THE LINE AND
WE WILL STAND HERE AND FIGHT, THE INEVITABLE ENCOUNTER WITH COMMUNISM WE
HAVE DECIDED MUST TAKE PLACE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. NE'RLY 250,000 TROOPS ARE
THERE AT THE PRESENT TIME.

B. THIS INVOLVES DANGERS TO ALL OFUS AS IT COULD EASTLY ESCALATE INTO A WORLD~
WIDE CONFROWTATICN OF FREE STATES AND COMMUNIST STATES.,

C. THE MOST SERIOUS THREAT SEEMS TO BE POSED BY RID CHINA., RUSSIA HAS ATMAYS
BACKED DOWIN,

le RED China has the atom bomb, and a more sophisticated one then generally
IS REPORTED. "WINTELLIGENCE REPORTS STATE THAT CHINA HAS A NUMBLR OF
BRILLIANT CAPABLE SCIENTISTS. IN FIVE YEARS AT THR MOST (PERHAPS SOONTR)
RED CHINA WILL HAVE A ROCKET SYSTEM WITH NUCLEAR WARHEADS ATMED AT BEVSRY
POPULATION CENTER OF THE UNITED STATES.

2. THERE IS NO KNOWN. DEFENSE AGAINST MISSLE ATTACK. WE TAIK OF ANTI-ROCKETS
BUT AS YET THERE IS NO DEFENSE AGATNST THEM.

3+ THROUGH INTELLIGENCE AND PUBLIC PRONOUNCEMENTS OF THFE CHINESE OFFIBIALS,
VE KNOW THAT RED CHINA IS COMMITTED TO USE THESE IMPLEMENTS OF WAR THE
MINUTE SHE HAS THEM. IT IS HER PURPOSE TO START WORLD WAR TIT. SIE DESIRE
MILITARY CONFLICT WITH THE WEST BELIEBVING THAT ONLY CHINESE COMMUNTSM WILL.
- SURVIVE THE HOOCAUST. SHE WANTS THIS SHOWDOWN. i
Le RESULTS OF SUCH A S OWDOWN s

8. EITHER OF US COULD MAKE THE FIRST ATTACK AND THEOTHER WOULD HAVE THE
POWER TO RETALIATE.

b, IT IS ESTIMATED THEY COULD KILL 30 to 60 MILLION IN THE FIRST BLAST,
AND WRECK OUR INDUSTRIAL SYSTEM.

Ce WE COULD KILL UP TO 300 MILLION CHINESE BUT WOULD STILI LEAVE 450
MILLION AND HFR INDUSTRIAL SYSTEM WOULD BE UNIMPAIRED BECAUSE DIVERSIFIED, -
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de. ALTERNATIVE IS LAY DOWN AND LET COMMUNISTS TAKE US. BUT THEY HAVE I -
READ” BOASTED THEY WILL KILL EVERY THIRD AMERICAN OR 60 to 70 MILLION,

SOME MILITARY MEN URGE WE RELEASE OUR BOMBS AND ROCKETS ON RED CHINA RIGHT
NOW AND RETARD HER PROGRESS, START THE WAR, BLAST HER RESEARCH CENTHRS » AND
HOLD OFF THIS CERTAIN CONFRONTATION. OTHERS SAY SUCH ACTION IS MORAILY
UNTHINKABLE, ALL WE CAN SIT AND WAIT, SIT AND WAIT, EVEN IN VIET NAM TODAY,
SIT AND WAIT WHILE RED CHINA CONTINUGS TO PREPARE,

D, THE HOUR IS LATE,

L.

ILLUS. TWO SMALL BOYS TOOK THE FAMILY CLOCK APART AND PUT IT BACK ‘TOGETHER,
DURING THE NIGHT THE FATHER WAS AWAKFNTD WHEN "THE CLOX STRUCK 117 times
WITHOUT STOI'PING. "SARAHM » HE SAID EXCITEDLY TO HIS WIFE, "YOUSD' BETTHER
GET UP} ITS LATER THAN I EV/R KNOWED IT TO BE."™  YOU MAY SMILE » BUT NEVIR

HAS THE WORLD BEEN SO CLOSE TO MASSIVE TOTAL DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY AND LIFE

2e

FROM SPEECHES OF WORLD LEADERS OF TODAY > OUR WORLD HAS NOT MORE THAN THN
YEARS TO SURVIVE. THIS IS NOT AN ALRMIST OR PREACHER, BUT WORLD ILIADERS.

3¢ We mAY HAVE FIVE YEARS OR LE3S--=-DEPENDING ON REA 6hina,
lye THE WORDS OF AMOS ARE TERRIFYING AND REVELANT: "“PREPASE TO MEET THY GODe !
IT. ILET!'E LOCK AT: &

A. THE WORID.

1,

2

COULD GOD BE SAYING IN OUR NEWSPAPER HEADLINES » MIORLD, PREPARE TO MEET THY
GCD, "

=

WORLD SIRZED BY YORLD-WIDE REBELLION, UNREST, LAWLESSNESS AND TRRESPONSTRI

BEHAVIOR. PSYCHOLOGISTS CAN'S EXPTAIN IT. 2 Tim, 3:1-5,

B. OUR NATION,

L.

2e

L

IS GOD SAYTNG TO AMERICA AS AMOST SATD TO ISRAEI 2700 YEARS AGO, "AMERICA
PREPARE TO MIBT GOD,™

LOOK AT WHAT AMOS » THE HERDSMAN, MOUNTAINTER PREACHER DECLARED, CAME OUT OF
HILLS OF TEKOA, IN CRUDE CLOTHING » PRONOUNCING JUDGVMENT THAT WAS UNREFINID
AND UNLETTERED, TUEY CHATIENGED HIS RIGHT TO SPEAK, HE ANSWIRED.: AMOS T3Xl315,
THEY RIDICULED HIM, BEAT HTM INTO UNCONSCTOUSNESS s HUNG HIM ACCR3S HIS DONKEY
AND SENT HIM BACK HOME.

PREACHERS NOT REALLY “ESPECTED TN U.S. TODAY. TIT IS THE SCTENTISTS. AMERICA
IS TRUSTING SCIENCE MORE THAN GOD. PEOPLE WANT SELFISH SINFUL PLEASURR NOT
RELIGION. YOUNG MEN WANT TO BE SCTENTESTS AND ROCKETERS NOT PREACHERS.
PEOPLE DON'T REALLY PAY ANY ATT INTION TO PREACHERS.,

AMOS INFURIATED ISRAEL BY PREACHING "JUDGEMT IS COMIIG ON THE NATION." Amos
5 3180

&, They laughed at Amos., ILook at oup prosperity, our wealth, our houses of
ivory, our silken couches of comfort, our women beautifully attired,
Amos gave a reply. Amos 2:6,

be America never had it so good-~higher gross national product, longest

prosperity cycle on record » boasting now that we canSt have a depression,
have two car and two boat families, -
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ce Bub God SAYS, MWAIT A MINUTE AMERTCA, ONE BILLION PEOPIZ GO TO BED HUNGRY,
MILLIONS DO NOT HAVE A THIN TIN ROOF OVIR THEIR HEADS, AND MOST TRAVEL ON

THEIR FEET, AND GOD CALLS US TO JUDGMENT FOR BEING INSENTIVE TO HUNGRY, STARV=

ING NEED, SUFFERING MV,

6. LOOK AT OUR CHURCHES.

4o Israel said to Amos: "Look at Bethel and Gilgal, look at the crowds with

their sacrifices, but Amost said in bringing sacrifices they were multiplying
sin. Amos 5:/.,

bs In America better churchbuildings, larger crowds s larger membership, yet in a
period of moral declind,

7. Peace

ae Amos prophesied that God would bring judgment by war upon Israel, Young men
slain ON BATTLEFIELD AND YOUR WOMEN LED AWAY INTO SLAVERY LIKE CATTEI, WITH
HOOKS IN THEIR NOSES. ISRAFL SAID WE HAVE PEACE. AMOS REPLY: "YOU SAY PIACE,
PEACE, BUT THERE IS NO PREACE."

be AMIRICA CRIES OUT FOR PEACE, WE ARE SINCERELY STRIVING FOR PRACE s WE WANT IT
DEARLY., BUT WE ARE NOT WILLING TO PAY THE PRICE FOR PEACE,

(1) Not doing THE THINGS NECESSARY FOR PEACE. FOR EXAMPIE 70¢ OF BVERY FEDERAL
TAX DOLLAR GOES TO SUPPORT WAR, HOT, COLD, PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE,

(2) OUR SPEACE EXPLORATION IS PRIMARILY MILITARY. ARE PSENDING MORE MONEY TO
LAND A MAN ON THE MOON THAN ALL THE CHURCHES OF AMERICA HAVE SPENT ON
FOREIGN MISSION WORK ALL THE YEARS THIS COUNTRY HAS BiEN A NATTON,

(3) DOUGLAS MCARTHUR SAID AT THE FND OF WORLD WOR II s AFTER JAPANESE PEACH
TREATY WAS SIGNED, "SEND 10,000 CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES TO JAPAN," NTHE
DOORS ARE WIDE OPEN, WE CAN WIN JAPAN AND THE ORIENT TO JESUS CHRIST
IN THIS GENERATION."™ THIS NUMBER OF MISSIONARIES WOULD NOT COST AS MUCH
A5 ONE ATRCRAFT CARRIFR. BUT WE SAID AIRCRAFT ARE MORE IMPORTANT THAI
MISSIONARIES. WE ARE TN TROUBLE IN THE ORTENT TODAY.

€4) PIRSONALLY FEW ARE PAYTNG THEPRICE FOR PEACE. WE MUST LIVE THE KIND OF
CHRISTTIAN LITFE THAT BRINGS PEACE: PEACE TO A COMMUNITY: PTACE TO A PREOPLE »
PEACE TO A NATION, :BWACE TO A WORLD: CHRISTTAN TALK IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR
CHRISTIAN WAIK.
8. AMOST SAID GOD'S PATIFNCE IS WORN OUT. GOD SAID, "I SENT YOU FAMINE AND YOU TURNE
NOT ¢ DROUTH, BLIGHT, INSECTS, DISEASE, WAR AND YOU TTRHED NCT: NOT PREPARE TO M T
THEY GOD.,

9 COULD GOD BE SAYING TO AMERICA, "I SENT YOU WORLD WAR I » DBEPRESSION, WORLD WAR IT,
KOREA, AFFLICTION UPON AFFLT TION AND YOU TURNED NOT: NOW PREPARE TO MERT THEY GOD.

RAT]

TVe LET!3 GET PERSONAL.

A. WHAT CAW IDO TO AVERT THIS DISASTHROUS ENCOUNTER? ARE WE HELPLESS VICTTIMS?

.+ Lo Just prior to the outbreak OF WORLD WAR ITI, DR, CARL, G. JUNG, PSYCHIATRIST,
OF SWITZERLAND, WAS ASKED BY ONE OF HIS CLIENTS: "DR. JUNG, HOW DO YOU KiEP
YOURPATTENCE WITH US AND OUR PUNY PROBLEMS, WHEN EUROPE IS FATLING APART AND
YOU HAVE WORK OF WCRLD IMPORTANCE?"  THE CELEBRATED BSYCHTATRIST ANSWERTD:
"BICAUSE THE WORLD PROBLEMS START WITH THE INDIVIDUALS." (MY FRIENDS, SO DO :
THE SOLUTIONS. )
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Be BEING A CHRISTTAN PREPARES USINDIVIDUALLY FOR THE CERTATN GCONGRONTATION AND OUR
ULTTUATE APPOTNTMENT WITH GOD. IF NUCLEAR BOMB DOEBN'T. GET US, DEATH WILL~THEN
THE JUDGIMENT. HEB., 9:27; Rom, 14:12; 2 Cor. 5:10







!‘ ONE THING GOD HAS ALWAYS REQUIRED i
* T Sam, 15:22; M, 7:21— | S5 S

1. What do these passages of scriptures mean to you? "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday,
and today, and for ever. " (Heb., 13:8) Jas., 1:17; Heb, 1:12. ; :
. 8o You will observe the same truth emphasized in all these---~God and His Son ave al—
ways the same and are not always changing, ‘ )
b. To many people these statements mean God has' not changed in the way he does things,
-+ (1) The Holiness argue that since God once preformed miracles, then he still’ does.
(2) The users of instrumental music argue that since God once allowed their use
then he still does, ' ¢
c. These passages do not teach that God is the same in that he still does things the
same way or requires the same of men., 5
(1) God no longer makes men of the dust of the ground,
(2) God no longer requires men to build arks.
2. These passages teach that God is the same: s
3+ In his hatred of sin, - Ex, The flood. Gen. 6. Death of his Son,
bs In his love for mankinds
¢ce In his longsuffering,
de Tn his requirement that man obey him,
‘3¢ It is to God's strict requirement of obedience to which your attention is particularly
' directed this morning, The importance of this lesson: :
as I'irst, Ben Bogard in his debate with Hardeman said "If one believes,it matters
not whether he ever obeys a'command or not," “
b. Second, because a failure to understand this vital truth is the reason for so nany
"isms" today, i § ' )
ce Third, the words "do" and "obey" appear some 2,000 times in the Bible which indicates
their importance, X ' :
) Le We purpose to observe:
Discussion, -
L. WHAT DOES OBEY OR OBIDIENCE MREAN?
As "To obey means to be obedienct to; tp execute the commands of,"
Be There are two passages of scripture that show’ "to obey" means "to do":
le Mbe 7:21=s—t, , ; he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven." ’
Re Hebs 5:9-—==MAuthor of-eternal salvation'to all them that obey Him," o
-Ce Some commands that illustrate:obedience .
1. Children obey your parents, Eph, 6:13 What does it mean:
2+ Servants obey your Masteérs, Hph. 6:5.
D. The Idea of obedience implies: o ' \
1. Man has ‘the ability to obey (He can think and understand ),
2. God has given commands that man can obey (They are not impossible. @& Jn. 3:3)
3+ The very fact that God gives a command implies its essentiality.
IT. OF WHAT DOES OBEDIENCE TO GOD CONSIST? FOUR ESSENTTIALS: :
As First, one does it because God says do it. Some people do what God says do but they
don't do it because God said do it. '
Bs Second, one must do what God says do. A number of people "baptize" but don't do what
God said do---substitute sprinkling and pouring. Cf. Rom. 6:3,4; Col. 2:12,
C. Third, one must do it in the way the Lord said do it.
By Fourth, one must do it for the re:ison the Lord said do it, DIxample: Baptism.
ITT. ARE THURE DIBLE BXAMPLES OF THOSE THAT DIDN'T STRICTLY OBEY GOD?
A. Adam and Tve,
1. God's command~-—-"But bf the tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not
eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt sure-
ly die." Gen., 2:17.
2+ The temptation and disobedience-—="Ye shalt not sure die." Gen, 3:4. Tey ate the
forbidden fruit. Gen, 3:6.
3¢ Results or Consequences———a. Man died spiritually. d. Sorrow and pain to woman
b. Physical death came on the race.
c. Serpent cursed, €. Man to earn his bread,

\



L« Why? Simply because they didn't do what God said do.
Be Lott!s wife, : )
1. God!s command8="look not behind thee . . " Gen. 19:17.
2. Disobedience——-"But his wife looked back. . " Gen, 19:26.
3. Consequence-——=tshe became a pillar of salt . . " Gen, 19:26,
Lo Why? Simply because she didn't do what God commanded.
Ce Nadab and Abihu.
1, God's command-—--"Ye shall offer no strange incense thereon . o." Ex. 30:9, .
2, Disobedience—-——="They "offered strange fire before the Lord, which he commanded
them nobe" Lev, 10:l. !
3+ Corsequence—mmme— "And there went out fire from the Lord and devoured them ., o "
Leve 10:2,
he Thy? Simply becave they dddn't do what God commanded.
Do Uzzah—-Removal of ark from Kirjathjearim to Jerusalem. )
1. God's comnand-—=Staves to stay in ark at all times—-lx, 25:14. No one, bxcept
42«ayé§§3§§ to touch the ark. Num. 4:15,
24 DiQOsndloace————U put forth his hand to hold the ark," 2 Sam. 6:6,
3s CODQGQUOHCG-~~"""pOd smote him there for his error." 2 Sam. 637,
Le Vhy? ulJplj because he didn't do what God commanded. ’
K., Thus in every case when man disobeyed God punished hlm. This is a vital lesson,
IV. AR THERE BIBLE EXAMPIES OF THOS THAT STRICTLY OBEYFED GOD?
A. Noah built the ark., Gene 6:14=22,
1, It took great faith to even build the ark as God directed under the oerJmqunceo.
2, Woah did M"according to all that God commanded him., " Gen, 6:22,
3. God blessed him for his obedience,
D .Abraham left his country and offered his son. Heb, 11:11~19.
Ce Moses built the tabernacle.
1ls God's command to Moses « Ex. 25:9 )
2..Moses did everything just like God commanded. Ex. 40:16,19,21,23,25,27,29,32.
D In every case where man obey8d God elways blessed.
WHY ARE THESE EXANPLES A PART OF THE OLD TESTANENT?
A. MiHATsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning." Rom, 15 A.
We learn:
1. That God condemns man when he does not obey.
2. God blesses man when he obeys,
B. We must not do the things they did contrary to God!s word, 1 Cors 10:6-12,
VI. GOD"EXPECTS OBEDIENCE FROM US. ‘Mt 73213 -Hebs 5:8,9 Rev. 22:1l.
A. He does not expect us to build and ark 11he Noah, or offer our son as did Abraham,
B.+Blut he does expect us to obey what he says:
1. He that believeth and is baptiged shall be saved, Mk, 16:16 ,
2. Add the Christian graces. 2 Pet, 1:5-8, ' [ -
3. Partake of the Lo ~d's supper nd give every first day of the week. 1 Cor._léfl,Z;

Conclusion,

1. The 0ld testament cries out that God has always expected strict obedience to his commands.

2+ The New Testament states the sametruth. = Gal., 1:7-9; Rev. 22:18,19.

e
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| SUGGESTIONS OF SATAN

|
{
i
|
1
|
i
i

Int,
1. Definition of our terms:
a. Satan.
, (1) He is , busy fellow. 1 Pet. 5:8. ) .
§ (2) He is like a serpent—--Gubtility, Gen, 3:1; 2 Cor. 11:1-l.
3 G)Heislﬂmzzmmﬁnglhm~%hﬂhsme%
be Suggestion,
(1) "o put (as an idea, proposition, or impulse) into the mind,
(2) To insinuate, esp, an evil or false thought into the mind of,
(3) To mention as a possibility; to implie.m &
(L) To arouse, often by indirect means, the thought of, the desire for, the
temptation to comnit, or the like.
(5) The arousing of ideas, or a thought pattern, in one's mind by another,!
2+ There is tremendous power in suggestion and almest everyone uses it in one form or
another,
ae. Parents use it in healing the afflictions of their children,
be Doctors use it extensively with their patients,
c. Faith healers use in their campaigns.,
de Different experiments prove the power of suggestion.

(sl
3+ One of Satan's most powerful weapons is suggestion,
8s He uses them with power toward teenagers,
(1) "Your parents don t really want you to have a good time,!
(2) "Your parents don~t really understand and don't try,"
be He uses them with power toward parents, '
(1) "Your children don't want you to try to help them, "
(2) YYur children are not trying to do what is right,"
he Ve purpose in this study to notice four major suggestions that Satan has made to man:

[Sle]

Dis,
I. YOU CANNOT SIN SO AS TO FALL AND RICEIVE CONDEMNATION.
A. The Garden of Tden, Gens 3:1-6,
1l. Satan's Suggestion; "You will not die." v, Le God will not punish you,
2 i u ¢ "You shall be as wise as God,"
Bs Israelites commit fornication with Moabites, Num, 25:1ff,
l. Friendly relations can be established,
2e You can gain beautiful wives and you will not sin against God.
Ce Ananias and Sapphira, Acts 5.
le You will receive the praise of men,
2. You will be more acceptable to God.
D, Satan's suggestions are still followed today by men,
le Once a person is saved he is always saved-—-one cannot fall. 1 Cor. 10:12,
Re Too many Christiasns have imbided this doctrine,
IX. YOU CAN USE IDOLS AND IMAGES IN JORSHIP AND STILL BE ACCEPTABIE TO GOD.
Ao Aaron and the children of Israel Built the golden calf., Ix, 32:8, ("We're not really
worshipping this,")
Be Solomonts wives turned away his heart after other gods, 1 Kings 11l:4. "Go ahead and
marry them, youlre stonrger than they, 1
Ce Jereboam built two calves to aid the people, but "this thing became a siny for the
people went to worship," 1 Kings, 12:28,
D, The Gentiles began to worship idols. Rom. 1:23, )
s Many use idols in worship today believing Satan's suggestion that they are merely
aids to the real worship,
ITT. GREAT SACRIFICES ON YOUR PART ARE JUST AS ACCEPTABLE AS OBRDIENCE.
A. Saul the first king of Iisrael © ought this and accepted Satan's suggestion., 1 Sam,
15:20-23, ~
1. Great sacrifice is Just as acceptable,
2e You must please the people because they made you kiﬁ?b




.

B. Bhe Pharisee of Luke 18 told God all .the sacrifices he had made and thought he
was pleasinge
C. Many people still believe that great sacrifices are Jjust as acceptable as obedience.
TV, YOU MUST KNOW SIN IN ORDER TO OVERCOME 1T, !

T. The church at Thyabira probably argued the same about those in her midst with the
doctrine of Balaam, Reve 2:24. ; : )
B, Argument of mahy hristianss

L
2e

3e

One must associaste with sinful people to know them, 1 Cors 15133,
Tt is not wrong to go to sinful places as long as one has a ¥view of doing
good.e

Tt is not wrong fore me to do sinful things as long as T have good oe someone
else in mind. Rom, 6:16=23. °
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THE NEED FOR INVOLVEMENT -

INT.

1. The seventeenth century poet-preacher John Dunnn gave to the world these now widely
quoted words: Mo man is an island,- entire of itself; every man is a pilece of the
continent, a part of the main., If a clod be washed away by the sea, Europe is the
less, as well as if a promontory were, as well as if a manor of thyg friend!s or of
thine own were: any man's death diminishes me, because I.am involvdd in mank:ine,
-and therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls; the bell tolls for thee,n

7« These woeds are revelan because each one of us is deeply involved in all of mane
kind and there is nothing that happens anywhere in the world that affects people

. ﬂmtisnd;anmﬁerofom?cmmmm. .

2+ From the very beginning of time man has been involved with his.fellowman though he
has not alPays reslized it: 8D’

-8s After Cain killed Abel the TLord said’ "Where is Abel thy brother?" Gen, 4:9,

b. Cain Answered "Am T my brother's keeper?" Gen, 4:9,10.

Ce He didn't realize until later that the answer was "Yeg, W ,

de There are still descendants of Cain who are cursed with their own lack of concern
for their fellowman,

3. Ours is an age of two great evils; regarding involvement:

2. The evil of refusing to get invovled with the dangers and needs of others,
(1) The incident of Kitty Genoverse in New York City.
(2) The Subway Crisis in New York, .
be The evil of becoming too invo¥ved, Jesus told about the seed among the.thorns
that was choked, Mt, 13:22,

Le There are many examples of real involvement in the Lord!'s work,

ae Vhen Bro. G.C. Brewer was preaching in Sherman, Texas, he became involved, He
was waling home from his office one noon for lunch. Suddenly, out of the blue
came a crisis, He has just passed some little children playing in a yard when
he saw a mad dog, frothing at the mouth, coming toward those children, There
was no time to call the police, no time to get a gun, no time even to pick wup a
stick to fight with, so Brother Brewer met that dog head-on with his bare hands,
and killed him, Of course, he had- to take the rabies shéts. There was some
suffering invokved and some time lost, but some children lived,

b. The Samaritan became invovled, "This Samaritan really was a rather irrabional-
man, He should have had the sense to See that this was a dangerous spot and if
he remained he likewise might be robbed and beaten. He should have had the in-
sight to realize that the man he was helping was a man of s race that looked up-
on his own race and that he would likely get ne thanks for his effarts, -After
all, he was a Samaritan, despised by the Jews, and.looked dowm upon as if he were
a dog. But he stopped, Tt invovled unselfishness and love, " "o

c. Right here in this congregation we have some of the greatest examples of real in-
volvement found anywhere, ,

In my Judgment, the heaviest problem which faces the elders of most congregations is

the responsibility to help each member of the church become totally invovled.

R
°

Dis.
TR CONGREGATION THAT FOLLOWS THE EXAVPLE OF CHRIST AND THE JRRUSALEM CHURCH WILL IN=-
VOLVE MORE AND MORE MilMBIRS. )
A Chrisb's activities are described in one verse in the Bible. Mt, 9:35.
Be The church in Jerusalem was a marching, powerful, wonderful church because it
had at least three things to invokve its members.
1. A teaching program that includes public and private 'teaching. Acts 2:063 52
L2; 834,
a. It is through teaching that men are drawn to Christ. Jn. 6344,45,
b. It is through teaching that solid growth takes Place, Acts 20:32; 1 Pet. 2:2,
¢. Those involved in teaching are involved in the most challenging and satis-
fying task on earth,
2. A benevolent program,




a. Tt took seven men full of theHoly Spirit and wisdom to administer the
benevolent program of the model church. Acts 6:1ff,

b. Great things happen when a congregation is invovled in a dynamic program
for the poor, lowly, and downtrodden.
(1) Tt softens the heart of the community.
(2) Tt builds goodwill for the church..

Aladila e e
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(3) Tt draws people to hear the gospel. . ii

. (§) Tt makes us appreciate the blessings we have. =

3, c. A mission program, N
a, The model church had a mission program that invovled every member. A. 8:l. N
(e teach against clergy and laity in the church, but we practice it in our. 1|

worka ) s

be A1l of you that contribute are involved in the weekly support we send to Bro. =¥

Jack London,
ce All of you need to become snvolved in our door to door mission work each week.
(1) Tt is our job to plant and God's Job to give the increase. 1 Cors 326,
(2) Give some examples here of the length of time ti sometimes takes.
1T, INVOLVEMENT BRINGS HAPPINESS AND FULFTLIMINT. ‘

brrveiior—D Sy 1

N, You find the great enjoyments from everything in your life when you really beceme oy
involved in them. . ped
B. You find the joy and fulfillment in being a Christian when you really become in- -
* folved -
\'TTT. TN VIEW OF THESE GREAT TRUTHS WHAT ARE THE REASONS WHY MORE DO NOT BECOME INVOLVED?
KA. First, fear, paralyzing fear, which leads people to think "I don't know how; T
cantt." . - .
1. One overcomes this fear if there is a force greater, .For example: "Tmagine
o man driving home at'the end of the day and he is passed by a fire engine, As
he comes to his street he see that it is his house that is on fire.. He stands
there in front of his house shocked, weak and helpless until someone says, "Your
wife is in there." Suddenly he is spurred to action, runns to the back door,
flings it open, crawls through the smoke and drags his wife to safety. He
saves her life., His fear is overcome when he realizes that his wife!s life is
ot stoke. He became involved., Would he have become just as. involved had it
been his neighbort!s house down the street." .
2. Love for the cause of Christ will overcome the fear of getting involved.
B. Secondj it is bigger, is selfishness. ‘ »
1. Men say, "Why should T get involved? Why should T risk my money, or my life,
or my reputation, or my.job, or even my time, for somebody I do not even knowf!
2, But thst is not Christianity.
a. God became involved. Jn. 3:16; Rom. 5:8.. (93
b. Paul became involved, Gale 2:20. o)
| C. Bhird, there is indifference. : ; Q
i : 1, We get so busy, so preoccupied with our own that we are indifferent to the world! s
f needs. >
| 2., The answer to all this is: .
3 a. The love of God, Me, 12:30.
1 b. Love for our fellowman. Mk. 12:31. 0
. Conclusion Sf
1 ~ Christianity is not a spectator sport. When one has come to a certain building and 'ﬁ
. spent a few hours a week one has not discharged his responsibility to the Lgrds There ‘“
. 35 no limit to what thé church can accomplish if all will become involved. : ¢
% The greatest thing that can happen in your life is to become involved in the Tord!s 2,

| work., Tt will give new tone and new meaning to your life, Happiness comes in a degree
you have never known before. Others are blessed and the Lord is glorified.
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