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THE BIBLE CLASS TEACHER 6/6.2
2 Time 202528 HDREE S 1O .

Introduction,

\) The greatest work one can do 1is to teach lost souls how to be saved. Every

Jhristian should be a tedcher--Heb., 5:12., Some teach in a private capa-
city and some teach in a public manner, It is our-purpose in this lesson to
study about the public Bible class teacher by noticing: Mo

Discussion,
I. THE RESPONSIBILITY OF BIBLE TEACHERS. .
A, James 3:1l--""be not many masters (teachers AS),
j 1. James is not trying to discourage us from being teachers:because
Jamés 5:19,20, seems to indicate he wants us to be teachers.
2., He is attempting to discourage those that are filled with worldly
ambition from tampering with the sacred word of God; desiring to
be teachers merely to fulfill a:personal ambition,
3. He discourages such by saying "we shall receive the reater con-
demnation," (Greater in this life and greater in the world to come.)
B. The responsibility of the Bible teacher is further emphasized when the
teacher realizes that that which he teaches:
1, Deals with souls--Matt, -16:28~2§. (The public school teachers deal
with teaching men how to liveé here, but the Bible teacher not enly

is teaching how to live here, but eternity.) gf%%ﬁfuaﬂkgzzzg,@éééy .

2. Brings men to-Christ--John €:44,405. cé%Z4£0w
3. A means of spiritual growth--1 Pet. 2:1,2. s s s 7 e
4, Means oi%gg%aing Christians saved--Matt, 28:19,20 ﬂn?gégzgazﬁﬁb“ﬁﬁng
@, The future “Fhe world lies in the hands of the Bib ¢ cT5s eschers., ‘
II. PREPARATION BIBLE TEACHERS OUGHT TO HAVE--EZRA 7:10. :
K, Preparation of heart to seek the law of the Lord,

/<7 'B. Willing to do its BT g By p,/%M AS/Y,

Co Willing to.teach it to aothers,
2wales QUALIFICATIONS OF THE BIBLE TEACHER. C
A. Must be a sinecere, genuine Christian--1 Tim. 4:16, ("If he does not
know the way, he-is unprepared to teach others; if he knows and will
not walk there, hé is unworthy to lead,") .
B. Must be sound in dbctrine~-Titus 2:1.
1, Teach the word of God and not one's opinions and views. :
2. Firm believer inJEpe power of the word he teaches-Rom, 1:16; Isa,
56:11, o116 4 2.2 0; - ’
C. Must be an example!‘%ﬁ?thpuﬁi ﬁ;ﬁano%iiemember much you say, but
they'll remember you.) The teacher must be an example: :

l. In your attitude toward God's word=--Pgsa, 119:97. (If the teacher

doesn't love God's word the student can soon detect it.)

2, In practicing what you teach--1 Tim, 4:12; Rom, 2:1; 17-24,. (The
preacher preached on "Honesty" on Sunday morning; on kMonday morn=-
ing he rode a streetcar and the driver gave him a dime too muchj
he returned &t and the driver said, "I heard you sermon yesterday;
Waht if he dhan't returned 1t?)

3. In regualr attendance. Heb, 1@:29, (Little Johnny listened atten-
tiverly as his teacher emphazized the importance of attending e very
service of the church, determining never to miss again., Sunday
evening he looked and looked for his teacher, but she could not
be found. Little Johnny went away a disbeliever.) A

4, In your pepsonality. Since your pupils will be just like you, you
ought to be true, thoughtful, thorough; you ought to govern your
time, tongue and temper, 5 -

o 5. In enthusiasm, : )

D. Must be a prayerful individual., (No teacher Will succeed without mueh
prayer to God., Every member of the church oqught to pray for [the
teacher--Eph, 6:18,19,) 1



E., NMust have a passion for lost soulsq
1. Jesus--Matt, 11:28; 28187,
2. Paul--Rom, 10:1,2.
5+ The teacher that has a passion will teach in such a.way that the
student can see your are interested in him, ¢ X
F./ Must be willing to prepare to.teach--One cannot teach what he does A\
not know himself.
1., Wrong way.
a. Read your lesson about 30 minutes before you try to teach 1it,
b, Have the attitude, if you teach the little ones, that they won't
know any better so it doesn't havter how you prepare,
c., Prepare merely-to take up the alloted time.
2., Right way. \
a. Read your lesson at the beginning of the week and think about
itrall the week,. \If ‘time permits study it a little every day.
b, Try to anticipate the questions your students will ask and be
ready with an answer,
c. lMake application of the t ruth learned to your life and the
life of your students
G, Be Tactful--To be tactful means to have the ability to know what to
do or say in dealing with others so as not to unnecessarily offend.
He Be Firm, frank, sincere and gentle, 1l Thess, 2:11;
IV. THE REWARDS OF THE BIBLE CLASS TEACHER.
A, Invisible Rewards, :
1. Teacher is paid in the knowledge he gains. (Knowledge of God's will(
2., The help he does and gives.the student. (Teachers sometimes dis-
couraged because they don't seem to be doing any good, but if you
,-are doing your best, the results will be seen later,)
B. The visible rewards., . ’
1, Seeing one you have taught obey the gospel, (What joy? What a reward)
2+ The eternal reward at the end of the rocad, Jesus to Pebér-Matt Vi
19:29, ./
V. WHAT PARENTS CAN DO TO MAKE THE BIRLE TEACHER'S WORK EASIER.
A, Help and be sure your child has his or her lesson each time. (I notice
several study lesson after you get to church., Wou're cheating yourself)
B, Visit the classes and encourage the teacher, .
C. Tell the teacher eften how much you.appreciate their work.
D, Don't, talk about the teachers,

Conclusion.

Beloved, a great responisbility rests upon the Bible teacher, but the re-
wards, both visible and invisible, are:.enough to cause -each teacher to work

harder and encourage others to become teachers. Will you work hardér in the
future? Will you.be a better teacher?



SURPRISING THY SAVIOR 4216; ég
Mark 6:T1=6; M. 8:5-13; LK. 7:1-10

TNTRODUCTION:

1. Read or have someone read the texts.

2. Do people sometimes surprise you? In fact have you made the statements, "Itm
surprised" or "Itm not surprised,™

3, The word surprise carries with it the idea of astonishment, marveling, an emotion
excited because somebhing occurs unexpected, sudden, or different from what one had
expected or anticipated,

Le There-are only two recorded instances where our Lord marveled or was surprised at
people. ‘

5. We purpose to notice them under the heading (1) Surprising the Savior Sadly and
(2) Surprising the Savior Gladly,

DISCUSSION:

I. SOME PEOPLE SURPRISE TIH SAVIOR SADLY. Mk. 6:1-6.
K, Read the verses and give background and brief comments on them,
B. UWhy wasathe Lord surprised? "Becavuse of their unbelief," 1. 6:6.
Ce Why was he surprised at "their unbelief?"
1., He was surprised at their unbelief despite his great interest in them,
a. On an earlier occasion the Lord hadcome to Nazareth, taught in their
synogogue and told th-m the truth, but they thrust him out of the
city and tried to throw him over a cliff, Ik. 4:16-32,
b, Now the Lord has returned to teach in their synagogue again and to do
mighty works but they still can't accept him.
2, He was surprised at their unbelief despite their great advantages over
many others,
a. They enjoyed the Lord's presence and teaching.
b. They had heard about and admitted his mighty works.
D, There are many today that must still surprise the Lord because of their unbelief
in view of our many advantages.
1. The Lord must be surprised at those that hear the gospel time after time and
refuse Lo obey it.
2, The Lord must marvel at the unbelief of the church in doing what he has
commanded many times.
3., The Lord must be surprised at people that have so much done for them and then
show such great ingratitude at times,
TI. SOME PUOPLE SURPRISE THE SAVIOR GLADLY. Mb. 8:56133 Tk. 7:1-10.
A. Read the verses and give background and brief comments on them.
Be Why was the Lord surprised? "I have not found so grezt faith, no, not in Tsrael."
I_'Lt. $:lOo
1., The Lord was surprised at such great faith because of who it was that had it.
a. The man was a Gentile - he was "not in Israel"
b. He was a ceaturion in the Roman army.
ce If some Jew had menifested such faith, the Lord would not have been as
surprised.
2, The Lord was surprised because of the quality of his faith - "so greatl faithe"
a. The Jews believed the Lord could perform mighty works but they thought
his presence was necessary,
(1) WMary at death-of Lagarus. Jn, 11:21.
(2) The nobelman at Capernaumn. Jn. 4:49:
b. The centurion believed that all that Jesus had to do was just speak the
word. Ike 7:7=G.
3, The faith of the Centurion was great for several reasonss
a, Tt was based on facts he had learned about Jesus. Lk. 7:2,3.
b. It overcame great obstacles: '
(1) The prejudice of the Jews.
(2) The pride of one in his position.
¢. Tt was unselfish. He thought about his servent.
d. It was a faith that worked. ’




(1) He had built a synagogue for the Jews, Ik. 7:5.
(2) He went to Jesus about his servant.
v is faith in God and in His Son. ;
C. The Lord is still gladly surprised by many today.
l. The Lord must still be surprised when he sees the grest faith of some
in heathen lands today.
2. He must be surprised when he sees the great devotion of some that seemly
have the least ability.

CONCLUSION=

Every individuval is tefore the Lord today, We are either "gladly surprising" him or
"sadly surprising' him.
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nThe Power Of A New Love! G % 4

2 Cor. 5:13=15

TNTRODUCTICN

get in the way. Then a ! vears went by, h

"At some time in slmost all of our lives, we have known some young man who was
rather irrvesponsible or reclkless in youth, but who surprised us a few years
later by being very sendable and very successful in some business interprise,
Tt may be that you said something like this, ‘'Why, I used to know him when...?
and vou described him as reckless and undependable, almost worthless, You
mentioned how he raced the family car through the streets, and that he was rather
careless about obedience to his parents! commands, and then you said, 'I'm amazed
£hat he has become such an outstanding business leader. Tt's just a change

night to day.! 'ell, it is not really so v a change. It is a change, of
course, and on the surface i+ looks like he is an entirely different man
actually 1t means o he was an undependable
reckless boy, his 3 and he did -not let anybhing
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motured, he married, he settled
down, he began to goel changed, Now his goal is bheing
a respectable hushband and building a profitable business, Having changed his
zoal he follows the new goal with the e i ity that characterized his
youthful pursuit of the other. Iis present desire has crowded out the old’
desire, end the irresponsibility is al
first devotion. "

Thomas A #dison in his early days of school was a surprisingly poor student,

w
&
=
(]
{:).
€

[©]
S
(&)

1

1 cone because he has a new love, & new
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liost of his teacheps despaired of ever making anything useful. out of him, yet

he became one of the world!s greatest inventors., He spent 18 hours a day in
his laboratory carrying out experiments which resulted in great inventions.
Iis new devotion, new purpose had crowded out the irresponsibility of earlier
days.

Most of us can look back and in our early lives remember time when we were
aimlessly moving about wasting bime and energy. Vhen a freshman in High School,
I read 59 novels, particularly Zane Grey. But somehow these have been crowded
out with more important reading now. !

A1l of this reminds us of a sentence by the Apostle Paul. 1 Cor. 13s11. "The
greater, deeper devotion, and the deepening and maturing of thought crowd out
many things in our lives," This principle is of tremendous value in tackling one
of the biggest problems we face, w

DISCUSSION:

T.

OURS 15 A WORLD TO EE RAMADE.

K. Tle live in a wicked world in which there are a ‘great many wicked people.
1. There are people who zive themselves to their passions. A
2, There are t ]

N

hose who hate,
3, There are those borne dovn with greed,
Lo There are those with which profanity is con
B, The way to get rid of these sins is simply to find a new love,
1. The noted British preacher, Thomas Chalmers, a number of years ago,
preached a sermon called "The ixpulsive Power of a New Love,"
2. One grows out of uselessness into usefelness largely in terms of discovering
a new love and devobion.
¢. There are two ways of trying to remake our vorld and the individuals in it.
1, @ne way is to describe sin in all its viciousness.
2. The newspaper account show the ugliness of sin.
b. Yeb when it is described realistically those engaged in it find it
hard te give up becauses /
(13 Tt is deceitful. Heb. 3:13.
(2) Tt is enticing. Jas. 1:13-15.
(3) It is pleasant. Hebs 11:25.
2, The better way, mer= lasting way is te plant seme higher and nebler

R

leve in the heart which will crevd out the leve ef evil.




as One camot get rid of the old without putting in the new. liph, h122232,
b. Convincing a man of the folly of sin may cause him to leave it a little
wn17v, but he'll soon go back unless it is replaced with something

greater,
(1) Solomon tasted e¥§ryth1ng that could oe tasted and even though
they were wrofig he kept going back. Eecles, 2:11.
(2) Jesus spoke of “such & power when he snoke of the emptv house and
unclean spirit in Mbt, 12:43-45.
ce It is essential that the ugliness of sin be replaced with something
no”m beautiful and lasting.

II. ILVIL MUST BE OVERCOME WITH GOOD OF WHICH THHERE ARE MANY EXAMPLES.

A, Moses at the time he made the greatest decision of his life, Heb, 11:24-26,
l. On the other hand was Lgypt with all its glamour, its wine, its women,
its songs, its power, etc.
2. But his love for God and his people crowded out the love he might have had
for Egypt.
Be The man who became the apostle Peter,
1. There was o time when Peter loved fishing and earned his living thus,
2. But the day came when the deeper love of being a fisher of men crowded out
his former love. Mk. 1:17,18,
C. Take the man who loves the drink and let him visualize himself two ways
1. Onc the other hand he is a slave of a vicious habit.
2. But let him view himself sober, self-control, etc.
3. He comes to hate the one and it crowds out the other,
; D, Here is a mon who cuts corners in business.
E 1. On the one hand is a dishonest ma ,
2, But look at the self-respecting, honest man,
%e The love of God crowds out the love of evil.
11T, HE BIBLE AND ITS USE IN THE POWSR OF A NEW LOVE
i A. We need to fill out lives with that which is Uorthy
1. We need to fill it with pictures of inspiring lives hanging on the
¢ walls of our heart,
a. Abraham and his great faith,
b, Job and his devotion to God,
ce. Joseph and his purity.
d. Daniel and his courarce,
e, Ruth and hae’loyalty
f. Jolm and his love,
g. Paul and his zeal.,
2. We need to fill our lives with inspiring passases of mcriptures.
; a. The 23rd Palms, inspires us to live <loser to God.
ﬁ b, When we are tempted to read that which is not pure. Phil. 4:8,9.
| 3. We need to £ill our lives with Christ.,
é a., Focising our lives on Christ often enought we become like him Cor,
318,
b. Chric leng are to be transformed into likeness of him., Rom, 12.1,2.
Be. The writers of some of the world's greatest literature recor "nized that we be-
come like bhat with which we £ill our lives,
5 1. "Nathaniel Hawthrone in his dittle story, "The Marble Faun," tell about
| a man who came to be like what he lived with. )
1 2. His other story "The Great Stone Face," tells of a boy who grev to look
f like the granlte face on the mountainside because he looked at it so often.
! 3. Then there is George Elliot's "Silas Marner" which tells the story of an
i old miser whose life was changed by the coming of a little-child into his
f life, :
Conclusions

1. "Robert Louis Stevenson relates a story of a young traveler who visted for a
time in a house surrounded by beautiful scenery. Tn the room where he slept
there was hanging the wall the picture of a licentious, but beautiful woman,
The young man was conscious of the evil in the face, but the picture *had the
powerful fdscination for him, It was the last thing he saw before he wne to

o
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F' sleep and the first thing on which his gaze fell when he awoke, He soon realized
that the woman was gradually absorbing his thought throughout the day.
Then one day, the daughter of the family, who had becen away [rom home, returned,
The man and the young lady pa:sed on the stairs, and it was love at first sight,.
f/‘) TThen the young man went to his room that night he looked at the picture and smailed,
: Tt had lost its power and inluence, He had found a new and pure love,"
2. The apostle Paul put it in plain language in Gal. 2:20.
3. T urge you to let the love of Christ and his kingdom come into your he t that ye
May be born again (Jn. 3:5,) and become a new creature. 2 Cor. 5:17.
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=t Introduction,
‘S 1. lhy preach on Communism will be a question 1mmed18tely asked by many?
to such preaching will come from many:
a. "Qur business is to preach Christ (1 Cor, 2:1,2) and we ought to leave Communism
to.the..government..t
(1) Communism is more than a matter for the government as you will soon see,

(2) Communism is a philosophy of life which challenges Christ on every basic
position,

b. ‘_Ihgxg_ang_ghhgng_yho do.not, thlnk one.should preach on it because they trefuse

Objections

(l) Desplte the tremendous ev1dence whlch confront them on every hand they continue
to hide their heads in the sand like the !proverbial ostrlck
(2) To refuse to believe Communism is a danger is to reject the testimony of
law enforeement agencies like J. Edgar Hoover and others, N
c. "hen there are others who adopt what dis called the 'middle of thcr%adjphuqmy

(1) This is based on the fallacious assumption that patriotism is equally as bad .“_
as Communism,

S8O00RUM & PEASE “I

(2) The "middle of the road" philosphy reminds me of the practice of the American
Indians who tled a prisoner between two horses and stampeded the horses.

_Christianity. aad f‘repdom tend to

: : (l)?"As we look at the first century Christiens, living under oppression and ty-

) _ ranny and realizing that 'the cend of all things is at hand! we are struck with
the fact that theirs was not a "gloom and doom!" philosophy. They were con-
fident, yes, cheerful, not because of world conditions, but beccuse they knew
by faith that their destlny was in the honds of a victorious God.! (20th Cen-
tury Christian, Feb., 1962, p. 3)

(2) In this same cheerful confldence the Christian can, with faith in God, and love
for his fellowman, go forth to meet the challenge before him,
2. In this lesson we purpose to (1) Define Communism and Socialism, (2) Define Christ-
ianity, and (3) Give Scriptural Reasons for opposing it.

Discussion.

@b T+ WHAT IS COMMUNISM AND SOCIALISM?
A, Communism:

1. "COMUUNISM, IS, AL . . ; TON : (1) THZ ABOLITION
OF ALL FORMS OF RFLIGION (2) THu DESTRUCTION OF PRIVATT PROPERTY AND THE AB-

OLTTION OF INHARITANCE; (3) ABSOLUTE SOCIAL AND RACTAL EQUALITY; (4) REVOLUTION
UNDER THE LEADZRSHIP OF TH? COMMUNIST INTZRNATIONAL; (5) BNGAGING IN ACTIVITIES
IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES IN ORDER TO CAUSE STRIKES, RIOTS, SABOTAGE, BLOODSHED, AND
CIVIL WAR; (6) DESTRUCTION OF ALL FORMS OF REPRESENTATIVE OR DILOCRATIC GOVI:RNS
MENT, THCLUDING CTVIL LIBTRTTES SUCH 4S FREEDOM OF SPTECH, OF THE PRESS, AND OF

E A ]

ASSEMBLAGE: (7) THS ULTIMATE OBJ.ICTIVE OF YJORLD REVOLUTION TO ESTABLISH THE
DICTATORQHIP OF THE SO~CALLZED PROLZTARIAT INTO A UNIVIRAL UNION OF SOVIET
SOCTIALIST REPUBLICS WITH ITS CAPITAL AT MOSCO'/; (8) THE ACHIRVEMENT OF THESE

ENDS THROUGH EXTREIE APPEALS TO HATRED." (House Report 2290, House of Re-
presentatives, January 1931)

2¢ "IN BEALITY ;. COMLUNTISH TODAY. TS e MARK TS RIRIED, o C8,COUL DIRICTED e AT RN ATEON AL
CONSPIRACY AGATIIST THE PRESENT SYSTEI OF CIVILIZATION BASED ON A GOD-DENYING
PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE, SUSTAINED BY FAITH IN THE DIALECTIC, BACKED BY THE DEVOTION
OF ITS FANATICAL BELITVARS AND TO AN UNCERTAIN EXTENT BY THE ARMGED MIGHT OF
RED ARMIES." ("A Dictionary of Communist' English, Bales, p, 38)
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3, WIn brief, communism is the dogmatic worship of a self-righteous idol derived
from logical absurdity and deceit, and sustained on fanaticism, power, and
blood." (Possony 1, 1%, Quoted in Dictionary by Bales, p. 38)

L. ColMUMTISM IS, A PHILOSOPHY, OF LIFE, AUD TNDBAVORS. IO, TXLLAT. IHa. UNIVERST sl LEE
HISTORY, AND THE FUTURE. IT EMBRACES ATHETISM, DIALECTICAL MATERIALISM AND CLASS

STRUGGLE AS INTTIGRAL PARTS OF ITS EXPLANATION. ITS CONCLRN IS NOT ONLY 'ITH
THEORY BUT ALSO 'ITH ACTION. THUS MAR X EMPHASIZ:D THAT HE VJAS NOT INTURIESTED
STIPLY IN UNDERSTANDING THE 'TORLD, BUT IN CHANGING IT. AS A PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE
COMMUNTSH TNDEAVORS TO DOMIN/TE AND TO CONTROL THE OUTIR LND THE IMMIR LIFE OF
ITS DEVOTERS WHO ACCEPT ITS DISCIPLINE IN &V :RY PART OF THEIR PRIVATE AND PRO*
FESSTONAL LIVES. THUS IT HAS BUEN CALL ED A RELIGION OR A ROLIGION-SUBSTITUTRE
BY SOME. 1IN FACT, BERTRAND RUSSELL LABSLS COMMUNISM, AS IT HAS DEVELOPID IN
RUSSIA, LS A "POLITICAL RELIGION ANALOGOUS TO ISLAM.! (Bales, Communism, Pp. 18)

B, Socialism:

1. Socislism is pob communism. (although they are bed partners) but it is the trans-
ition stage from Capitalism to Communisim.

a. Kaeushehewhodethis.bowsos-about. Sociclisn: "e CANNOT EXFECT THE AMRBRICANS
TO JUMP FROM GAPTTALISHM TO COMMUNISM, BUT W CAN ASSIST THEIR ELECTTD
LEADERS IN GIVING AMERICANS SMALL DOSES OF SOCIALISM, UNTIL THEY SUDDENLY A-
VAKE TO FTND THEIY HAVE COMMUNISM.® (I Dare YOu!, Smith, p. 38)

B.. likolai Tenin soid: " UE LLSO SA THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO EST.ABLISH COM~
LUNTSM AS THE I MEDIATE SUCCESSOR TO CAPITALISM. IT IS, LCCORDINGLY, PRO~
POSED TO ESTABLISH SOCTALISM AS SOMETHING UHICH WR CAN PUT IN THE PLACE OF
OUR PRESENT DECAYING CAPITALISM. HENCE COMMUNISTS 'ORK FOR THE ESTABLISHLMENT
OF SOCTALISM AS A NECTSSLRY TRANSITION ST/GE ON THE ROAD TO COMMUN ISM, "
(Ibid, p. 38)

2. Harold MocMillian of lngland saids "THERD 1S NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SOCILALISM
AND COM{UNTSM EXCEPT THIS: SOCIALISM IS SOFT, COMMUNISM IS HiRD; SOCIALISM IS
PINK, COMMUNISHM IS RED. SOCT.LISM CATS YOU DOWN BIT BY BIT BY A KIND OF ANGSTHETIC
PROCESS, IT MIGHT BE CLLIED MERCY KILLING. COMMUNISM JUST KNOCKS YOU ON THE
HEAD." (Tbid, p. 38-39)

C. Look at the platforms of Socialism and Communisms:
1. Socialist Platform:

a. Socialism advocates Government ownership of industry, Railroads, Banks ond
Lland,

b. Government planning of production.

c. Government control of priccs and wages.

d. Heavy, progressive income tax.

e, Extremely heavy inheritance tax,

£, Full employment and government control of medical services.

2. Communist Platform:

a. Factories owned by the state.

b. Centraliztion of communication and transportation by the state.
c. National bank control.

d. Abolition of private land ownership.

e, Hentral planning of production.

f. Heavy, progressive income tax.

g. Abolition of inheritance,
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II. WHAT IS CHRISTIANITY?
A. Christianity is o philosophy of life planned by God, revealed by Christ and in-
spired by the Holy Spirit. It includes the whole of man.
B. Christianity involves belief and acceptance of certain vital truths,
1. God is the Supreme Ruler of the Universe, Creator, and Father, Gen. 1:1;
Aots 17:25ff; 2 Cer. 0il7,18; Heb, -8:10.
2. Jusus Christ is the Savior of the world, the Son of God. Mt. 1:21; Acts 4:
125 dn. 3116,
3. "1 death, burial and resurrcction of Christ are fundamental focts to be be-
lieved., 1 Cor. 15:1~4,
Le Man is a sinncr and in nced of salvation. Rom., 3:23,
5. There are some things right and wrong becausc God's law had made it so.
6. Heaven and hell are real places. Jn. 1h:1-3; Mb, 25:46; Mk. 9:43,

ITT. SOME SCRIPTURAL RiASONS 'IHY CHRISTIANS MUST OrPOSLE COMMUNISIM.
Ao The Christian warfaore ds.bo leastine down Jdmaginabions and. cyery high thing that
exalteth dtself aecainst Lhe knowledege of God and bringing into captivity every
thought to the obedience of Christ." 2 Cor, 10:4.

1, The Christion then must be ageinst a system that denics the existence of God
and seceks to destroy all faith in God,
2, The Christion believe that Christ died to save men and must be against a
~ system that denies Christ is Savior and man is a sinner.
3, The Christian belicves thnt mon has an immortal soul of great value (Mt., 16:
26) and must be against anytiing that views mon as economic and class animels,

1. -Communists.promise.cnything.and. make any. ageeement. which will further, conmun-~
isieandebreokeonyz.of them when . to their advantage, = '"i LIE CANNOT B TOLD BY
A COMMUNIST TO PROMOTE COMLUNISM BiCAUSE IF IT PROMOTES COMMUNISM IT IS5 J. TRUTH
NOT A LIE. !'IT HAS MEAN , ON THE ONE HAND, THAT THE PARTY REGARDS AS
WHOLLY CORRECT THE SUBSTITUTION OF FALSEHOOD FOR TRUTH UHEREVER F.LSEHOOD
PROMISES TO DELIVIR IMORE USEFUL RESULTS.  IT HAS MEANT, ON TH B OTHER HLND,
THAT THE PARTY REGARDS ITSHLF AS BOUND BY ITS OUN SOLEMNLY AFFIRMED 'IORDS,
WRITTEN OR SPOKIN, ONLY 50 LONG 4AS IT CAN GAIN MORE BY ADHERING TO THESE
WORDS THAN BY SCRAPPING THEM, M (Dictionary, Bales, p. 61)

2..Communists believe that the right or wrong of a thing is detdrmined Wy what
serves class interest the best,

3. Communists talk of peace, the good life, justice, plenty and personal li-
berty while all the time they practice slavery, murder, and starvation. Such
are false apostles and deceitful workers. 2 Cor, 11:14,15.

C. The Christion. must. be againsh.onv.syshon.bbhol . s80ks k0. dastror eSS wh
1. Sometimes Communists claim to be very much in favor of religion and may even
use it if it serves their purpose,

a, In 1935, Farl Browder, then national chairman of the Communist Party said:
"You may be intcrested in knowing that we have preacher, preachers active
in churches who are members of the Communist Party." (Communism is the
United States, New York: International Publishers, 1935, p. 335)

b. By infiltrating religion the Communist hope to accomplish the following:



" iy

: Ly B L (
. T E !
- 5 - . ) . .
. B L » : B i s . Y = ° f
- . b #7 » 3 .
. . ;
DI . N
. ek e & 3 2
. . . . : ] $ 805 * - i ‘
& e & .. N3 & ® Yim y :
+ i . .. t N i N ) ; i - ; T
s ¥ Looe . Eghe ¢t ¢ : : )
. - -
: ’
L e, : A s 3 )
2 7 ax ok 4 :
: 5
i : ¢ s : o .
. . i -
. . {
=y !
. =t & . b A. ' - i
[ . . st PR T i !
oo v E 3 :
: IE § SEEN . B
WEE . 18 A :
B e T e
. » *
P " ’
. ) H :
it :
B b ' )
. i
Sy TEC
. .',
T = §
P )




‘&b

(1) "To use the names of religious leaders to give prestige to commimist front

organizationss.,

(2) To circulate the idea that non=collectivistic systems are immoral.
(3) To give their opposition to anti-communists the influence of their religious

office,!t

2. The true attitude of Communists toward Christians and Christionity are best
reflected by statements from their leaders:

Qe

b.

Co

WIN 1923 IN /. SPEECH B¥FORE THW DEPARTMENT OF ,EDUCATION IN RUSSIA, LiNIN
SAID: 'GIVE US THE CHILD FOR EIGHT YLARS, AngT1JILL BE A BOLSHEVIST FOREVER.
WE HAVE STRUCK KINGS FROM THE EARTH: NOJ LET "US STRIKE THE KING FROM THE
9K, VE MUST HATE. HATRED IS THT B.LSIS OF COMMUNISM. CHILDREN MUST BE
TAUGHT TO HATT THEIR PARFNTS IF THEY ARE NOT COMIUNLISTS. IF THEY ARE, THEN
THE CHILD NEED NOT RESPECT THIM, NEED NO LONGER WORRY ABOUT THEM . . o Rli-
LICION MUST BE ABOLISHED., THE BEST COUN'RY IS A GODLESS COUNTRY. IF RE-
LIGION "/TILL PASS OUT QUIITLY, OUR ATTITUDE WILL BE OiE OF BENGVOLINT TOL~
TR.ANCE: BUT IF IT RESISTS, WE VILL HASTEN ITS EXIT BY VIOLNCE - PROPORT TONED
TO ITS RESIST.NCE." (20Th Century Christion, Scpt. 1955, p. 9, Brewer)

LUNACHARSKY, ONE TIME COMMISSAR OF iDUCATION IN RUSSTA, SAID: "I HATE CHRISI=
TANITY AND CHRISTIANS: TVEN THE BEST OF THUM MUST BE RECARDED S OUR UORST
ENEMIES., THEY PRULCH.LOVE OF ONE'S NEIGHBCR /ND MuRCY, 'HICH IS CONTRARY

TO OUR PRINCIPLES. CHRISTIAN LOVE IS AN OBSTACLE TO THE DEVELOPMENT GF THE
REVOLUTION. DOYN WITH THE LOVE OF ONE!'S NEIGHBOR! WHAT E NEZD IS HLTRED{ "

THE A B C OF COMMUNISM" IS 4 ST.NDARD "'ORK FOR USE IN THE COMMUNIST PARTY
SCHOOLS. IT MAY BE BOUGHT FROM THE D.ILY 'ORKER OFFICE IN NE- YORK, IT
SAYS "RELIGION AND COMiUNTISH ARE INCOMCATIBLE. !'RELIGION IS5 THE oriuoM ¢
THRE PROPLE!. SAID K.LRL MARX., IT IS THE TASK OF THE COIMTUNIST P.RTY TO

M.K THIS TRUTH COMPREHENSIBLY TO THD V/IDEST CIRCLES OF TH: L/,BORING M/..S5ES.
IT IS THS T..SK OF TH® PARTY TO IMPRESS FIRMLY UPON TH MMINDS OF THE VTORKERS,
RVEN UPON THE MOST B.ACKWARD, TH.LT RELIGION HAS BIiLN N THS PAST, AND STILL
IS TOD..Y, ONi OF TH: MOST PO'IRFUL Ma.NS AT THT DISPOSAL OF THE OPPRESSORS
FOR TH? MAINTEN/NCE OF IN¥QU.LITY, EXPLOIT..TION, LND SLAVISH BIEDIENCE

ON THE D.RT OF TH® TOIL'RS. MANY VEAK-KNGED COMMUNISTS RELSON AS FOLLOUS:
IRELIGION DO S NOT PREVINT MY BEING /i COMMUNIST. I BELIGVE BOTH IN GOD

AND IN COIEUNISM. MY F.AITH IN GOD DOBS NOT HINDER ME FROM FIGHTING FOR

THE CAUSTH OF PROLETV.RIAN RIEVOLUTION.Y This train of thought is radically
false,

Tn o pomphlct entitled, Questions ond /mswers to L,cerican Trade Unionists,
Stalin's interview with the First .merican Trade Union Delegation to Soviet
Russia, Stalin says: '"Does that mean that the party is neutral TOUARD RE-
LIGION? NO, IT DOES NOT. VI CARRY ON, AND WILL CONTINUETO CALRRY ON, PRC-
PG/NDA GATNST RELIGIOUS PREJUDICES . . o THE EiRTY CANNOT BE NEUTRAL TOARD
RELIGION, AND DORS CONDUCT ANTI-RELIGIOUS PROPGLNDA AGAINST ALL AND IVERY
RELIGIOUS PREJUDICE, BECAUSE ALL RELIGION IS SOMETHING OPPOSITE TO SCIENCE,"
!

Conclusion,
1, Today 3% of the Communist world controls 97% of the world, ‘
2, When Jesus Christ lived on this earth 3% of thc world controlled 97% of the it,
" but the principles he taught freed the world.
3, The same principles will free men today, The battle for the minds of men is on and

we must fill them with the principles of Jesus Christ,
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"CAN RELIGION SURVIVE?"™

INTRODUCTION :

1.

20

3e

Lo

5e

There are a number of scriptures in God's word that speak of the eternal nature of

the church and religion. Dan. 2:hh4; Mb. 16:18; Heb, 12:28,

In view of these scriptures it may seem strange that we would ask:

a. Is the church in our time in really serious trouble?

be Is it floundering and losing its way? ' : _

¢ce Has it outlived its usefulness? ' .

de Is it outmoded, and unable to cope with the complex problems of a space age?

e, Are there cracks in the walls of Zion that indicate they are begimning teo crumble?

There are many religious leaders who feel they see a handwriting on the wall for

religion in our time, - . A »

as A prominent Jewish sholar, in a recent (1966) issue of Judaism, declared.that the
Christian era has come to an end. (Christianity Today, April 29, 1966, pe 29)

be A Baptistminister in Georgia warns that "the twentieth century may parallel
the fifth...as another !dark age of negligible religious impact on civilization."

ce Dietrick Bonhoeffer, German minister executed by the Nazis in 1945 contended that
the world is coming to the point of being able to get along without religion, and
therefore needed a 'religionless Christianity.'" (U.S. News & World Report, April
18, 1966, p. 56. *

de Surveys reveal that in the 1950's only 1L4% of Americans felt religion was losing
its influence, o e

e. Now thefigure is 45% and for collegians it rises to 62%.
1.) Yet 2 out of 3 Americans are church members,
20) And L4% reportedly attend each week, ) : :

At least 3 explanations can account for the extreme and pessimistic views of the

church and religion, 5

ae People have become sick of the ineffectual efforts of sectarianisme .

be. They have the "social center" view of the church, believing that its primary function
is to minister to the social needs of the world, :

¢e They never have known the religion of Christ in its purest form.

Winthrop Hudson of Colgate University has expressed three conditions necessary to the

survival of the church. Because I' believe they are scriptural and logical I purpose

to study them with you,

"

DISCUSSION:

I.

THE CHURCH MUST PREACH A DISTINCTIVE MESSAGE TO THE WORID TO SAVE IT.
X. The world Hoes not need a message that is flimsy, frothy, insipid and compromising,

1, Tt must be told in no uncertain terms that it is sick, silly and sinful,

2. It, along with the church, must quit attempting to excuse sin, apologize for
it, and explain it away.

3, It must be made aware that calling sin by modern sophisticated names -
psychosis, mania, illness, emotional disturbance, complex - does not make it
anything less than sin,.

Le It must be made to realize that one cannot make heroes of wretched moral perverbs

Bs The Apostles had a distinctive message - the gospel of Jesus Christ. Rome 1:16,

1. The message preached by the Apostles warned the sinner that:

a, The way of the transgressor is hard., Prov. 13:15.
be The soul that simmeth shall die. Ezek. 18:20,
c. We shall reap what we sow. Gal. 6:7,8,

2, The message of the apostles reasoned of righteousness, temperance and judgment
to come, Acts 24:25; Tit. 2:11,12.

3, The message of the Apostles plainly revealed that one who engages in sin will
endure etérnity in a devilts hell, Rom, 1:29-32p Gal, 5:19-21; 2 Thess, 1:7-9;
Reve 21:8e

Co In a world that is no longer able to define good and evil the church must have a
distinctive doctrine - Suprene Court recently said it cannot define obscenilbye




II. THE CHURCH MUST POSSESS A STRONG MISSIONARY ZEAL,
o Mission endeavors are the life-line of the church because there can be no church

and no salvation of souls without evangelization.,

1. Lyman Beech said, "The greatest thing in life is for one human being to bring
another to Jesus the Christ as his Savior,n : (

2. Commenting on the existence and extension of the church, Emil Bremner wrotes:
"The church exists by mission, just as fire exists by burning. Where there is
no mission, there is no church i~ ;

3 Gladstone wrote: NThe supreme task confronting the church is how to bring the
truths of the gospel into vital contact with all classes of people," .

Le Mott said: "I our gospel is the truth, we are under obligation to Propagate
ite If it is not the truth, we ought to forsake it " "

5. Jesus gh§%St said, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creabure,..!

» F] . i

(. 28:15,20)
B. The missionary zeal of the early church, _ '
l. It is described in-eW verses in the Bible, Acts 82h; 11:19,
2¢ It is seen in the results, "Daily additions" (Acts 2:47); "many believed! (Acts 4:4);
"multitude both of men and women" (Acts 5:14), | .
: 3 It is seen in their sending out preachers, Acts 11:22; Acts 13:1-3,
IIT, THE CHURCH MUST EXERCISE INTERNAL DISCIPLINE,
A. Discipline is essential to order and constructive schievement everywhere - home, school,
factory, army, ete, S A
Be Worldliness and righteousness are the bitterest of foes and between them there can
be no fellowship., 2 Cor, 6:14-17, | .
l. The church must be compassionate with sinners because of human frality, but never
indulgent of evil, _ ;
2¢ The church must be the refuge of sinners seeking redeeming grace, but never the
haven for the worldly, * o
4e The church cannot tolerate the leaven of evil lest the whole becorrupted,
1 Cor. 5:1-13, .
3+ The church must have g distinet moral conviction in s world of immorality and
vice, . '
5¢ The church must obey the distinct commands of the Lord to withdraw fellowship
from those that walk disorderly, 2 Thess, 3:6, .

CONCLUSION:

l. Can the church survive? Will she survive?

2. Yes, the church can survive if she preaches a distinctive nmessage, (2) maintains s
missionary zeal and (3) exercises internal discipline,
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NCHRISTIANITY VS COMMUNISM!
"The Beliefs of Communism"
No. 2

Introduction.

1, Last Sunday evening we defined Communism, Socialism and Christianity. We also gave
some scriptural reasons why Christians must oppose Communism.,

2, In

opposing Communism the Christian must be guided by Biblical principles. 'The

Christian who does battle with Communism is pre-eminently the man of a book, His'
" allegiance is to God in Christ; his guideposts are revealed in God's written Word,"
3. Some guidlines the Christian must use are:

e

Serve the truth. ,

(1) This first guideline is the spur for our study because we are obligated to
know the truth about our enemies. :

(2) The Christian has no right to entertain half truth or lies, even about his
enemies,

(3) The "moral demand upon the Christian is unmistekable: we may not label any-
one, or anything Communist until first we know precisely what Communism
itself implies; and further, not until we know that this someone or some-
thing assuredly merits this classification." ("Communism and Christian
Faith", DeKoster, p. 122)

b, There must be an examination of self., 2 Cor. 13:5.

Ce

(1) Communism is a total threat to our whole way of life,

(2) Since such is true we need to examine our life and that of our country to see
if the threat of Communism may not be God!'s way of warning America.

Love your enemies., Matt. 5:44.

(1) A Christian must oppose the principles of evil with all the forces of his
being. :

(2) But also recognize that every person, even a Communist, has a soul that
needs to be saved.

L. Tt shall be ofir purpose in this study to notice the beliefs of Communism,

Discussion,
T, COMIIUNISM IS ATHEISTIC.

A.

B.

Ce

The communist position concerning orgins is atheistic.

1., "He denies the existence of God and affirms instead the existence of matter,

2. He "maintains that it is reasonable to believe that matter created life and
that life's manifold forms, including man, have evolved yithout the operation
of any force or forces beyond those which we see workingimatter today."
("Communism~-TIts Faith and Fallacies", Bales, p. 36)

Karl Marx was an atheist before he developed the philosophy of Communism.

Marx made atheism such an essential part of Marxism that it "cannot be conceived
with atheism,"

In 1948 "The Ten Commandments" of Communism were published for the Young Com-
munist League and the League was told "If you are not a convinced atheist, you
cannot be a good Communist or a real Soviet citizen, Athelsm is indissolubly
bound to Communism. These two ideals are the pillows of the Soviet power."

Atheism is not laid down as a formal requirement for membeiship but "a worker
who will join the Communist Party, who understands the elementary principles
of the Communist Party, must necessarily be in the process of liquidating his
religious beliefs and, if he still has any lingerings when he joing the Party,
he will soon get rid of them." (Ibid, Bales, p. 37)






SN Ly -
&', \,\/b yeé )
4¥ F."0f course not all atheists, are communists, but all indoctrinated commnists are
atheists, interested in the spread of atheism, since only when people's hearts have
been voided of faith in God is it possible to instill faith in Marxism."
1. God, to the communist, is the symbol of man's self-abnegation. (denial of self-
desire.
2. God is also a reflection of man's enslavement to the economic system.
3, Thus communists believe that the annfhilation of religious consciousness is es—
sential to man's complete mastery of the world,

G. Some ex~communists, who have told of their conversion to Communism, have testified that
atheism prepared the way for the acceptance of communism,

1, "CHARL®S DAVID BLODGETT TOLD THE HOUSE UN-AMGRICAN ACTIVITISS COMMITTER: !'IF YOUNG
PEOPI; DOW!T HAVE A FIRM FOUNDATION IN GOD ANC CHURCH, THEY ARE COMIUNIST MATERTAL.
ONCE T DIDN'T BELIEVE IN GOD, I WAS AN ATHEIST . . . AND THE COMMUNIST GOT ME,

THEY WAY THEY GET THE PEOPIE '/HO DON'!'T BELIEVE. . . WHO DON'T HAVE FATTH."

2, SINCE ATHEISM IS SO BSSENTIAL TO COMMUNISM, WHITTAKER CHAMB:RS BELIEVED THAT “THD
CRISIS OF THE WESTERN /ORLD EXISTS TO THR DEGREE IN WHICH IT IS INDIFFERENT TO GO .“

TI. SINCE COMMUNISH IS ATHEISTIC THEN UHAT OF NECESSITY MUST BE SOME OF THE BELIEFS F COM¥*
MUNTSM?

A. Rffort is made to discredit faith in God by insisting that in our scientific age
we must walk by sight., Cf. 2 Cor. 5:7.
1. This overlooks the fath that atheism itself involves faith.
2. The man that denies God is affirming, and must believe, that matter itself created
our present world order and life.

B, The communist believes that God does not exist.
1, The communist cannot prove this because he would have to know everything and be
© everywhere, ’
2. The fool hath said in his heart, "There is no God." (Psa. 1i:l)
3. Stalin's daughter has recently revealed her past doubts and her present belief in
God.,

C. The communist finds atheism and materialism so hard to believe that he has created
his own God and called it dialectical materialism,

1. He has taken matter and idealized it into a Creator who is benevolent and irres-
istible,

2, Thus the Communist god is an idol, a creation of men. Reinhold Niebuhr said of
communism, "Its ostensible atheism is less significant than its idolatry. It war-
ships a god whé is ungualified ally of one group in humen society against all
others." (Bales, p. 4O,41)

D. The communist scoffé at the idea of the BEternal God but he must believe in the eternal
existence of matter,

1, Something has always existed for something now exists.
a, If in the beginning there was nothing there could not be anything now,
b, Since out of nothing comes nothing.

2. Therefore, everyone must accept the fact that something has always existed,
a. Bither God (Spirit) created matter, life and mind.
b. Or matter created mind, consciousness and intelligence.
¢. Which is reasonable?

E. The communist must believe in the spontancous generation of life from non-life,
1. Scientists agree that this earth could not always have supported life.
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an. Therefore life has not forever existed on this earth,

b, But life is now here so if atheism be true, life must have come into existence
by a natural process, yet scientific study shows that life comes from life,

2. "The creation of life, by the non-living and from the non-living would be a greater
miracle thon a creation by a living Creator." (Bales)

3. Communists live in the hope that scientists will some day create life.
a. Lven so this would not prove that the non-living created life in the past,
b. If would only prove that an intelligent being, in this case man, can create life,

T. The communist must believe that the order found in nature and in man is the reéult

of chance or of something labeled fate or law, which is non-intelligent and non-
conscious,

1. Atheists usually concede that there is at least "apparent design" and order in
" nature,
2, Since its extremely hard to believe that a non~intelligent force could do this
the atheist just crowds it out of his mind,

Conclusion,

1. Tts easy to say "How ridiculous" but the Communist believes these things with all the
fervor of his being. The following letter from a young communists shows how committed
the communist are to an empty hope, (This young man had grown up in a home in the
South, had attended Sunday school, and had been surrounded with all of the common ex~
periences of young person in our land, Yet somewhere in the process of his education,
he had lost faith in God, the Bible, and the spirituol nature of man and expoused the
materiolism that is known as Communism,) Here is his letter:

"{hat SEEMS OF FIRST IMPORTANCE TO YOU IS TO ME BITHER NOT DESIRABLE OR IMPOSSIBLE
OF REALIZATION., BUT THERE IS ONZ THING ABOUT "THICH I AM IN DEAD DARNEST-AND THAT IS
THS SOCIALIST CAUSE. IT IS ilY LIFE, MY BUSINESS, MY RELIGION, MY HOBBY, MY SUEETHEART,
UIFE, AND MMISTRTSS, MY BREAD AWD MAAT., T WORK AT IT IN THE DAYTINGG AND DREAM OF IT
AT NIGHT. ITS HOLD ON Mj GRO'S, NOT LisS:iNG, AS THI GOGE3 OM. I'LL BE IN IT THS
REST OF MY LIFE. IT IS MY ALTER-EGO. WHEN YOU THINK OF ME, IT IS NACESSARY TO THINK
OF SOCIALISM AS WELL, BiCAUSS I'M INSEPARABLY BOUND TO IT.

NTHEREFOR® I CAN'T CARRY ON A FRITNDSHIP, A LOV: AFFATR, OR EVIN 4 CONVORSATION
"ITHOUT RELATING IT TO THIS FORCE "HICH BOTH DRIVES AND GUIDES MY LIFE. I BVALUATE
PIOPLE, BOOKS, IDEBA3, AND NOTIONS ACCORDING TO HOU THEY AFFECT THE SOCIALIST CAUSH
LND BY THEIR ATTITUDE TOTARD IT.

"I HAVE ALREADY BZIN IN JAIL BECAUSE OF MY IDEAS, AND IF NICESSARY I AM READY TO
GO BAFORE A FIRING SQUAD. 4 CHBRTAIN PERCENTAGE OF US GET KILLDD OR IMPRISONED. LVEN
FOR THOSE HO RESCAPE THESE HARSHER LNDS, LIFS IS NO BiED OF ROSES. 4 GENUINE RADICAL
LIVES IN VIRTUAL POVERTY. HE TURNS BiCK TO THE PARTY EVERY PENNY HE MAKES ABOVE
VHAT I3 ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY TO KEEP HIM ALIVE, B CONSTANTLY LoCK FOR PLACES YHERD
THE CLASS STRUGGLE IS THE SHARPEST, EXPLOITING THESE SITUATIONS TO THE LIMIT OF THEIR

POSSIBILITIES. /0 LEAD STRIKES. 'L ORGANIZE DEMONSTRATIONS. ~ 'L SPLAK ON STRELT
CORNER3. 'I& FIGHT COPS. 'H GO THROUGH TRYING EXPERIENCES MANY TIMES LACH YEAR 'HICH
THE ORDINARY IZAN HAS TO FACE ONLY ONCE OR TUICE IN A LIFETIME.

MAND VHEN UE'RE NOT DOING THESE MORE EXCITING THINGS, ALL OUR SPARE TINMG IS TLKDN
UP WITH DULL ROUTIN® CHORES, BENDLES3 LIG TTORK, IRRANDS, ETC., HICH ARE INWSCAP.ABLL
CONNECTID WITH A LIVEE ORGANIZ.ATION.

NRADICALS DON'T HAVE TIME OR THE MONEY FOR MANY HOVIES OR CONCERTS OR T-BONE STLAKS
OR DECENT HOMES AND NI CLRS. 'IB'VE BEEN DESCRIBED AS FANATICS., WE ARE. OUR LIVGS ARE
DOMINATED BY ONI GRIIAT, OVERSHADOVING FACTOR-~THIE STRUGGLE FOR SOCTALISM.

MELL, THAT'S YHAT MY LIFE IS GOING TO BE. THAT'S THE BLACK SIDE OF IT. THEN
THER? IS THRE OTHER SIDE OF IT. W5 COMUNISTS HAVE , PHILOSOPHY OF LIFL WHICH NO
/MOUNT OF MONEY COULD BUY. '3 HAVE 4 CAUSE TO FIGHT FOR, 4 DEFINITE PURPOSE IN LIFL.
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) 1R SUBORDINATE OUR PZTTY PERSONAL SZLVIS INTO 4 GRIEAT MOVEMENT OF HUMANITY. Wi HAVE A
MORALT, AN esprit de corps SUCH AS NO CAPITALIST ARMY EVCR HAD: ' HAVE A CODT OF
CONDUCT, 4 "AY OF LIFE, 4 DEVOTION TO OUR CAUSE THAT HO RELIGIOUS ORDER CAN TOUCH.
AND "7 LRE GUIDED NOT BY BLIND, FANATICAL FAITH BUT BY LOGIC AND REASON, BY ANEVIR-
"ZIDING TDUCATION OF STUDY AND PRACTICT
WAND TF OUR PMRSONAL LIV SBI HARD OR OUR NGOG APPGAR TO SUFFER THROUGH SUBORD-
INATION TO THE PARTY, THIN 17} ART ADTQUATELY COMPENSATED BY THE THOUGHT THAT TiCH OF
US I3 N HIS SMALL WAY HELPTUG TO CONTRIBUTZ SOMETHING NII AND TRUE, SOMUTHING BIITTHR
TO LiJKIND,

2, "Mhere is that devotion, that willingness to sacrifice and that spirit of aggressive
action of the first century that carried the gospel to the then known world? Lové can
conquer hate, therefore Christianity can conquer communism which is based on hate,
This battle will not bc won or lost on a battlefield, but in the minds and hearts
of men, Of the ultimate end of the struggle we need have no fear...If we are really
following the example and teachings of Christ our Savior and King. °







WHOW MUCH IS LIBERALM ?
Psa. 116:12; 2 Cor. 8:7 . ; &ég

Introduction,

4

2.

Sa

ll'o
5.

To the thoughtful and sincere Christian the amount of his contribution to Christ is a

matter of vital concern, ‘ ‘

a. He understands that what he gives evaluates his relationship to God and measures the
depth of his spiritual life,

be Many Christians have learned to give, give regularly and in the proper spirit, but
many have not.,

Liberality is the only accepted standard in giving to God,.

a, God has not commanded a donation as though he were and object of charity and we his
benefactors,

bs He has not said give something as thought every man were a law unto himself.

c. He has declared in distinct and unmistakable terms " He that giveth, let him do it with
liberality." Rom, 12:8, -

d. "So until we have giver liberally we have not given at all," (Mac Layton)

e. Some of the beauty of the other Christian graces is missing as long as a Christian
does not give liberally. 2 Cor. 8:7, ’

In discussing stewardship there is no more beautiful word in the N. T.' Than " iberality."

a. The word in its wvarious forms appears 11 times in the N.T. ’
(1) 4 times it is rendered Msinhgleness,!
(2) 3 times it is rendered "simplicity,"
(3) 3 times it is rendered "liberality."
(4) 1 time it is rendered bountifulness."

bs Thayer says it means "singleness, simplicity, sincerity, mental honesty, without a
self-seeking, openness of heart manifestingitself in benefactions."

co Trench adds "to spread out without wrinkles or fold,"

d. The word "liberality" points in two directions:
(1) Inwardly to an honest, pure, single heart, without the ugly wewnds-, Hrinkles and

folds of self-concern, - ‘

(2) Outwardly to generous giving and benefactions.

€. God's command to be liberal then is not an arbitrary thing, but is wrapped up in the
very nature of the Christian life,
(1) "A man gives liberally because he is a good Christian, not just to become one,!
(2) "Stingness withew® meterial means is sure evidence of a shriveled and withered

soul within,"

During the time you've been a Christian you can be proud of your growth in many areas,

but "Have you grown in liberality?t

Let's consider some questions about "How much is liberal?h

Discussion. ¢

gL

I."WHY DIDN!'T GOD SET THRE AMOUNT AS HE DID THE JEJS?!

A. The first reason is that if God had named a definite amount we would do no mére than
that .

1. ‘Every sincere Bible student knows that God is far more interested in what our
giving represents #¥¥#¥ in relation to our ability then in amounts,

2. God is interested in the development of our larger spiritual life and he has put
us on our honor and love to make this possible, (Love knows no limit.)

B. "The second reason God has not set the amount is that free-will giving, "as each man
hath prospered in his heart", was good enotigh to carry the gospel in the beginningto
the entire world, and that in thirty years, and it is good endugh today." (Col. 1:23)

LVEN THOUGH GOD HAS NOT SPELLED OUT A SPECIFIC ANOUNT, HAS HE GIVEN US ANY GUIDELINGS

TO HELP U3 DETERMINE HOW MUCH IS LIBERAL.

A. The Old Testament can inspire us to an acceptable amount in giving, )
- 1. The OL.T. Scriptures were written to give us patience and comfort. Rome 153k4.
2. Paul used 0.T. example to show the amount pleasing to God in supporting those
preaching the gospel., / GCe¥, 9’9 so, ' :
3. Abraham gave a tithe to Melchizedek., Gen. 14:20,
h4s Jacob vowed to give a tenth. Gen. 28:20-22,



5. Tithes were bound on the Jews as a part of the Law of lMoses, besides many free-
will offerings. Num. 18:20,

6. On one occasion they gave "more than enought for the Lord's work." Fx, 3635-7.

. In the 0.T. we gather examples of people giving 10%, 30 to 50%, and more than enough,

Which one of these is our staendard? Most people say 10%.

1. To bind the tithe or any part of the lLaw of Moses on Christians is to fall from .
the grace of God? Gale 5:k.

2. To bind the tithe on Christians because Christ practlced it is a poor argument
because he also kept the other ordinances of the law,

3. Some contend the tithe is a good and far proportlon to demand for the support of the
Lord's work, but what is lacking in this argument is N.T. authority. "We have been
liberated from the tithe, that we may become liberal." .

he To bind the law of the tithe on the Christian may cast a stumbling block to his
salvation.

a. God may require 20,30 or even 50% of his income.
b. There is danger in even suggesting that the tithe is the beginning place because
some make it the maximum insted of the minimum.
ITI. DOES THE STATEMGNT "WE ARE NOT COMMANDED TO GIVE A TENTH" TEACH TRUTH AS WELL AS ERROR?
A, The temth is we are not commanded to give a tenth, but the error inferped is we need
not give as much as a tenth.

1. The N.T. nowhere tells us to give less than a tenth, )

2. The man who argues for less than a tenth says more about his heart than he in=-
tends because he shows his direction to be: "He aims to do as little as he can."

B. There are great, impelling scriptural reason why every Christian should give much
more than a tenth, not on the basis of any law, save the law of love, honor and grace.

1, First, that requlred of the Jews was for the support of a local, temporary ministry,
whlle we give for an eternal (Dan. 2:44), unshakable (Heb, 12: 28) and blood-bought
(Acts 20:28) kingdom,

2. Second, by no stretch of the imagination can we think the first members of the
church at Jerusalem gave less to Christ than they gave to Judaism., Cf. Acts L: 2y

3. Third, Jesus gave an indisputable command that his disciples' righteousness
exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees. Mbe 5320,

Lo Fourth, "It is a blessing to be a member of the Kingdom of God far surpassing
01tlzensh1p in any earthly kingdom, yet many think nothlng of paying far more in-
come tax than they give to Christ. Why they must learn is that both God and Caeasa
must have their rightful dve. Mb. 22:21,

5. Fifth, most Christians allow more than a tenth of their personal budget for luxury

tems by no means necessary to sustain life and often contrary to the will of God.
Many men who would consider themselves cheapskates if they didn't give a waitress
a 15% tip, never dream of giving to Christ on the the basis of that same percent-
age. ,

6. Sixth, people all around us are giving much more than a tenth to sectarian causes
and the advancement of error, Can we sit idly by with leass than a 3% in our
membership while those in error give with more zeal.

7. Seventh, there is the undeniable truth that those who practice giving much
more than a tenth to Christ are the most reliable and devoted workers in the church
in other ways. They are the leaders, the teachers, and the soul winners, Apostasy
in this precious circle of bountiful givers is virtually unknownJ

8. There may be arguments against giving much more than a tenth but they will be by
people who have never tried it.

a, Tt is dishonest to criticize a man until you give what he is doing an honest try.
b. The fact those who practice it rarely every quit is convincing proof it is a
good thing. *
o WHEN IS A MAN LIBERAL?
A. Ts a man liberal who gives §1, 2 10, 20 out of an income of $100 per week,
Be If ore man gives a tenth, anotner an nlnetleth and another a thousandth, is one
liberal, the other less llberal andthe other 1ess still,
Co Is each men practicing a v1rLue but only in various degrees.
D, God has not set the amount, but he has glven us scriptural reasons whjch lead us to
give much more than a tenth how much more is left to the purpose of our own heart
and the depth of our love for God. ;




P
Y. HOW MUCH IS LIBERAL? LG § Gant
A. How much is liberal depends on how much-we have prospered. 1 Cor. 16:1,2,
"Prospered much, give much; prospered little, give little,"
B. How much is liberal depends on present needs in the kingdom,
1., Geniune Christians say we are ready to distribute to the necessity of saints.
Rom, 12:13.
2. Geniune Christians, according to their ability, send relief to those in need.
Acts 11:290
3. Barly Christians considered nothing their own until the need was met. Acts 4:32,
C. How much is liberal depends on the opportunity at hand. Gal. 6:10.
D. How much is liberal deperdds on pssential principles of scripture,

l. Putting God!'s kingdom first., Mb, 6:33,
2. Giving up something for Christ. Mt. 16:2L,
3. We must show by our giving that Christ is indeed the Lord of our life.
a. Isaiah's ancient story with a modern meansing. Isa. 44:1l4. By offering of
residue he whowed his contempt of idol—god.
b. The natives of the New Hebrides roast a pig and eat it, then offer the tail in
worship to their gods.

B. How much is 1i eral depends on ability., 2 Cor. 8:12. (When John Wesley was a young
preacher he got 30 pounds; he lived on 28, and gave 2. In his prime he received 60
pounds. He then lived on 28 and gave 32.5

Fo How much is liberal depends on how good and example one wants to become,

1. An enthusiastic example can be set more in giving than anywheré slse, 2 Cor. 9:2.

2, Words are cheap, but liberal giving proves God is in the soul more thananything
else,

3. Bro. Clifton Rogers tells about the giving of a teenager in a congregation where
he worked,
"During a Building Fund Drive fbere appeared in the con.ribution a check for one
thousand dollars with his signature on it. Unusual? Inthis instance 5 decidedly
so, for the donor was a high school senior who had earned that money working in a
grocery store after school, on Saturdays, and during summer months over a period
of years. When the mother of the lad was contacted by an elder to see if it
were all right for the boy to give that amount, she said simply, 'it is his
money., He earned it.! When the young man was contacted to see if perhaps he
really meant to give it or meant to buy a bond. He was embarassed that he had to
explain his contribution.

Unusual? Ir deed so. There mas a mother , dad and four children in the family, no
automobile,”an ice box rather than a refrigerator, and this lad planned to attend
college, VWas he under obligation to give such a gift? Do you think others

ought to do the same? Do you need to inguire who watched the bricks going upon
that building the most,.

Conzlusion, ’

d. We have been enriched that we may be liberal. 2 Cor. 9:1l.

2+ God makes grace abound toward us. 2 Cor. 8:9

3+ It take ™wice as much power to gebt an airplane oof the ground as it does to fly it,
and once it is up, there is still the "sound barrier." To the speed of sound the
air in front of the plene creates a drag that increases with its spped. But once the
plane exceeds the speed of sound the craft moves on to unhindered freedom and greater
and greater speeds. In giving there is also a "barrier'" of excuses the devil creates
for stingy and niggardly giving. But as one has the courage to begin giving much
more than a tenth to Christ he reaches the place where he knows he pleases God and can
go on to greater heightsl® (lMac Layton)
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THE PROBLEM OF ABUNDANT LIVING 6/4,7
Jne 10:10

+ ITntroduction.
1. "Science has been able to add years to life, butthe greatest problem is how to add life
to years." (Leroy Brownlow) ;
2. There are many scriptures which emphasize the abudance of Christianity.
8. The grace of God has abounded toward us. Rom. 5Fl5,
be He hath abounded toward us in all wisdom. Eph. 1:8,
c. He has given abundant mercy 1 Pet, 1l:3. o :
d. He is able to do "exceedingly abundantly above all that ask or think." Eph, 3:20,
€. We are to abound in the work of the Lord. 1 Cor. 15:58, '
f. We are to abound in the Christien graces. 2 Pet, 1:8,
3. Jesus said he came to give life abundantly or "above the common®. Jn. 10:10,
Abundant living is an art and we should apply ourselves to the earthly duty of culti-
vating it. ’
a. The art of living isnot necessarily found in many years of existence, '
(1) Methuselah lived 969 years (Gen. 5:27) but so far as we know he never accoip-
lished one worthwhile thing, ’
(2) "We live inm deeds, not years; in thoughts, not breaths;
In feelings, not figures on a dial,
We should #¥if&# count time by heart throbs: He most lives
Who thinks most, feels the noblest, ats the best,."
be Successful living does not necessarily depend on secular knowledge,
(1) Solomon was the wisest man of allages, yet he exclaimed "For in much wisdom
is much grief: and hethat increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow.," Eccle., 148,
£2) A knowledge which forgets God leads to sorrow,
c. Neither is graceful living achieved in the accumulation of wealth,
(1) Jesus said, "A man's 1ifg¢ consisteth not in the abundance of things which he
possesseth," (Lk, 12:15 '
f2) One may be successfil, yet unhappy, miserable, and die a failure.

Discussiion, :
I. THE ABUNDANT LIFE REVOLVES AROUND A CENTER. )
© AJ"An illustrative story was told by Admiral Byrd concerning his first expedition to
the south Pole. He said that he left his isolated hut one day for a brief trip of ex=
ploration, and then in a sudden blizzard he became hopelessly lost. in that barren
whiteness there was nothing to give any sense of direction. He knew if he should
~strike out blindly to find his hut, and if he should fail, the chances are he would
freeze in the storm. He had a long pole which he always carried to feel for holes in
the ice; and so he stuck it in the snow and tied a scarf to it. he said; &That was
my center., If I failed to find my hut, I could return to the center ard try again.
Three times I tried and failed; and each time I returned to my center, withoutwhich
I would have been lost and would have died. In the fourth attempth, I stumbled upon
my hub.tw : i ’ , '
B. Every life, to be safe, must have a center, a point of reference.
4. There must be a home port, a place where we can return.
a. In mathematics it is found in the de¢imal point,
be In literature it is found in the basis rules of grammar,
2. In religion the center is found in Christ. ' ’ ’
a. Paul said, "For me to live is Christ."™ Phil, 1:21, Cf, Gal. 2:20.
b, He is "the way, the truth, and the life.," Jn. 1l4:6. ” :
c¢. We all make mistakes and sin but as long as we have Jesus as our center and
return to him for pardon, strength and direction, there is hope for us.m ;
IT. THE ABUNDANT LIFE REQUIRES OPTIMISM, ’ '
A. The difference in attitude between the optimist and the pessimist makes for su ccess
or failure,
1. The pessimist says, "If I do"'t try, I can't fail,"
2. The optimist says WIf I don't try, I can't win,"
Be A Christian should be exceedingly optimistic,




1. "I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me." Phil, 4:13.

2, WIf God be for us, who can be against us?" Rom. 8:31l.

3, "I will fear no evil: for thou art with me." Psa. 23:4. ’ ’
he "Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me." Jn. 1h:l,

Ce Optimism gives one a sparkle and a magnetic abtraction that pulls the world to him,.

1. Jesus Christ was an optimist and look how people flocked to him,
2. The world is not going to follow the man that has a gloomly outlook on life, ‘
a. We like the person who enjoys the doughnut rather then the one that gripes about
the hole,
be We like the man of Iively vitality and is able to instill it in us.

III. THE ABUNDANT LIFE IS HESITANT TO FIND FAULT AND CRITICIZE.

Iv.

A. The meek and humble person has a consciousness of his own imperfections, which makes
him more tolerant of the faults of others. Mbe 7:3. _

Bs The fault-finder conderms himself through his criticism of others. Rome 2:1,

Ces We 'should not be discouraged when people find fault with us for even Jesus Christ
had his critics. .

D. We cannot please everybody but we can do right, and that is all that really matters,
1 Peb. 33d7.

THE ABUNDANT LIFE REQUIRES FORGIVENESS.

A, Forgiveness is a beautiful act-—-too beautiful for uglypeople.

B. Forgiveness is a big thing----too big for little people.

C. Forgiveness is one thing we cennot receive unless we forgive, Col. 3:13; Mt., 6:15,
D, Forgetfulness is one of the characteristics of true forgiveness.

1. This is the way God forgives. Heb, 10:17.

2. "Wehen the missionaries first went to Labrador they found no word for forgiveness
in the Eskimo language. So they had to make a new word which in Eskimo literally
meant"not-being-able~to-think#about-it-any-more,"

3. Forgiveness which forgets enables one to put behind him all wrongs he has suffered
from others and thus find a new life, /

a. Joseph was a men that knew that life is too wonderful to be ruined with hate
and bitterness, Gen. 41:51, " ' '

b. We never read of Jospeh saying "I resent', "I'm offended", "I've taken ex-
ception", "I don't like"w, "I've been mistreated."

L. Forgiveness is a matter of mercy rather than justice.

a, "A mother who knew this sought the pardon of her son from Napoleon. The emperor
said it was his second offense, and justice demanded death. The mother replied,

"T don't ask for justice; 1 plead for mercy." "But", said the emperor "He
doesh't deserve mercy," The mother cried, "Sir, it uould not be mercy, if he
deserved it, and mercy is all I ask for. "well then, said Napoleon, "I will h

have mercy and pardon your son.® And He did.
We too need mercy, not justice.

V. THE Aiamﬁnmr LIFE' IS UNAFRAID.
* A. Fear is one of the greatest adversaries of the happy and successful life., (Whole
creation afflicted with fear.)
B. Fear is overcomby faith, hope and love. 1 Core. 13:13.
1. Our faith in God sustains us. Psa. 27:13.
2, Hope serves as an anchor for thé soul. Heb. 6:19.
3., Love casts out fear. 1 Jn. 428,
C. Be of good courage realizing that you may lose a few battles without losing the war,
VI. THE ABUNDANT LIFE LIVES ONE DAY AT A TIME. Mt. 6:3k4.
Conclusion,”

1le Is your life what you want it to be? Do you have the abundant life?
2. Isaish said "Bubt they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount

Wetwt” with wings as eagles."  Isa, 40:3l. Jn. 10:10. DMarge Green has a book "A Life
With Wings." '



BOORUM & PEASE “NGIEAR" B

£/ 0
WTs YOUR GOD TOO SMALL?W
Jne 16:3; Rom, 1:16-23

INTRODUGTION:

le All of the ills of the human race can be laid at the door of this one fault:
"because they have not known the Father, narme,"
2o The title of our lesson is not meant to imply:
a. That God is a different character to different people.
be That there are as many God's as there are people,
3., Our title is only used to challenge our thinking about the only God there is.
a., "Our individual thinking about God will vary according to our respective
levels of growth and maturity, but whatever knowledge we have of Him must
be in harmony with the pattern of His revealed character." (Amlch, Pe 324)
be One of the saddest things about even many that are Christians is-that they
do not have a satisfactory relationship with God and are sometimes puzzled
as to what role He should play - as a result they never get to "know whom
they have believed." (2 Tim, 1:12),
he There are, of course, several reasons why we cannot have a complete knowledge of
God s
. a, Our finite minds are unable to grasp a complete knowledge of Infinite ones,
b. God chooses it to be this' way. He does not desire that we see Him face to
face in this life, but deems it necessary we have a different relatienship,
¢. Another reason our view of God is limited is because of preconceived human
ideéas which try to '"categorigze" God,
5. The purpose of this lesson is to investigate some of the limitations we place on

our relationship with God and to see, if by eliminating them, we can.draw near to
Him,

DISCUSSION:

I. SOME HAVE RETAINED A CHILDHOOD GOD.
A, When the wise men came to the stable where Jesus was born "they fell down,

and worshipped Him." (Mt. 2:11)

1. This sign of a virgin mother and child was all the evidence those men
had that "God is with us." (Mt. 1:2,3)

2, Their knowledge of God M"manifest in the flesh" was.then limited to an
infant in His motherts arms. (1 Tim., 3:16)

3., After Jesus had grown to maturity and revealed "all the fullness of the
Godhead bodily" (Cols 2:9) it would have been absurd for these same men
to have worshipped before theimage (mental or material) of this baby in
His mother's arms,

a. In the first instance their knowledge of God was enough to save them,
be But after full revelation the "star of Bethlehem" has been supplanted
by "the Sun of Righteousness." (Mal, 4:2)
B.- How many professing believers attempt to go through life with onlv a child~
hood knowledge of God,

1., TFor examphe, many adults think of God as a grand old man 31mply because
that is the picture they had of God when they were children.

2, J. B. Phillips in his book, "Your God Is Too Small" tells the story of
some Sunday School children who were once asked to write down their ideas
of what God is like., With few exceptions they. wrote: "God is a very old
gentlemah living in heavenee.e"

3. How many adults think of God as klnd and gentle, and merciful, and comnp-
letely old-fashioned.

a. He is completely out of touch with the affairs of the modern world.

b. He was "a big men in His day" but He has outlived His time.

ce "To point up this old-fashioned God complex, a group of older adoles-
cents were asked to answer, without reflection, this question: ‘WDo
you think God understands radar?® In nearly every case the reply was
*No* followed by a laugh,'of course, as the conscious mind realized the
absurdity of the angwer." (Amick, p. 325)




Le A great multitude of educated and mature minds reject the God of the
Bible simply because the god.that they see in the attitudes of professing
believers is completely inadequate to cope with the problems of adult life,
a, It has led meny moderns to charge that Christianity is nothing more

than a regression to the parental protection of childhood.
b In some cases adults simply substitute God for their childhood parent.
ce At one extreme of a long list of childish disturtions is a milk-sop
god who would not stand and fight for a principle of right.
de At the other end is an overbearing tyrant just waiting to pounce upon
his victims for some technical flaw in their behavior,
e, None of these human-projections is the God presented in the Bible,
fo '"When a mature men or woman is afraid to bring his or her faith in
God out into the clear light of honest investigation, then he or
she is obviously sheltering a childhood delusion."

5. The apostle Paul instructed the Corinthians "in malice be ye children,
but in understanding be men." (1 Cor. 14:20) Any person with a mature
understanding of God's character is never afraid to pit his faith against
the doubt and skepticism of this sceintific age.

II. SOME THINK OF GOD AS A PERFECTIONIST.

A, This idea of God can bring more guilt and unrest than any of the others.

Be Can we be 100% perfect in this life? Nol

Ce Then what does it mean "the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished
unto all good works?" (2 Tim. 3:17)

1., This verse emphasizes the perfection of the Scriptures and what they are
able to do for us,

2 It is true God is perfection himself, but he is no perfectionist, in that
he asks us to do that which we are unable to do,

D. Jesus reveals the secret of it all when he says "come.....learn of me" (Mt, 1§,&$ 29)
1. To learn #mplies:

a. Growth, 2 Pet, 3:18; 1 Pet, 2:2,
b. Making and correcting mistakes,
c. A steady, upward progress toward some goal. Phil. 3:13,14.
2, I can never be 100% perfect, but I can be growing in that dlrectlon.

Ee If one haunts his conscience w1th the idea that God demands 100% perfection
then one can never be free from guilt because one can never measure up to
that demand.

I1I. SOME THINK OF GOD MERELY AS A "SPOIL-~3PORT.M

A, The idea of Christianity as a negative religion only is too prevalent to be
ignored.,

1, Statisticians tell us we are losing 50% to 75% of our young people to
the world and one of the primary reasons is that fact that we have been
brought up to feel that life is a list of "thou shalt nots",

2. There are negatives in God's way, but if we overemphasize these to the
neglect of the more numerous positive areas of freedom, we fail.,

3. If our idea of God is limited to his vetoing our pleasure and activities,
we cannot begin to have the abundant life.

a. Some children consider their parents nothing more than hindrances to
their pleasures,
be Some look upon Godand being a Christian as something that stands in
the ways,
Be One should accept the knowledge that God made us and he surely knows what

is best for us, Consider these thoughts:

1. Name one thing God forbids you to do that 1s rlght and good for yOoU,

2. Why- does:God-foFhddsror ication’t L Jore Tl
a. Fornication ~"Flee fornication" - l Cor. 6 :18

(1) It is sinful
(2) It is distructive physically, mentally, emotionally , & spiritually.
(3) It brings shame and suffering.

be Heavy Petting which is just another name for what the Bible calls
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fornication and sociology books call "sexual promiscuity."

CONCLUSTON ¢

ls One can have a right concept of God because God has revealed himself unto man,
2. Jesus Christ revealed God unto us., Jn. 1l:1,14; 14:9,






THE PROBLEM OF DISCERNMENT £/
Heb, 5:14; Phil, 1:9,10

INTRODUCT ION ¢

1. Teenagers ask the question "But what is right and wrong? What can I do?" Adults. say,
"I can't decide, It's hard to make decisions, Which will be best." All of these have
to do with the problem of discernment,

2. Definitions of terms,

a., Discern - it means to see and identify by noting differences,

(1) It is not a problem of choosing between the pleasant and the unpleasant, “but
rather between the good and the bad - what may be pleasant may be bad and what
may be unpleasant may be good,

(2) It is not so much a matter of what pleases me but what is best for all concerned.

b. "By reason of use® - Practice or habit,.

(1) Long practice with the right standards enables the Christian to effect the right
discernment.,

(2) The mental faculties of the Christian, exercised at first on simple truths
are later increased to apprehend and discern.

3. Much trouble can be prevented through farsighted discernment.

a. Great men have blundered because of faulty discernment. Job 32:9,

(They were great in spite of their mistakes; but to the extent they faltered in

discernment, they decreased their greatness.)

b. Each one needs to develop the habit of weighing matters.

Le Lett!s consider: “a oo V/ a ./
) JAleat 7 xﬂ’iéé«/‘ a A@ﬂ
DISCUSSION : R ﬂ o W%,-/_,{,’,, fje 2 :ﬁ u{.» f?’
/ Py /1/5 2 4/9 A -;?1‘/““/ "

I. THE PROBLEM OF DISCERNMENT BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL. d

A. The majority are against any attempt to classify good and evil, as taught in Heb, 5:14
1. To many nearly all moral practices are good.
2., To others almost all religious teaching are right.
3“f‘"To such individuals the right or wrong of an act or teaching is not in thedeed or
precept but rather in the mind of the participant or instructor, and thus what may
be right for one may be wrong for another and vice versa, .
a, Lvery man is a god unto himself.
bs If true, no man could ever choose evil, provided he believed it to be good and
no way which seemed right could ever be wronge
¢, The Bible teaches the very opposite., Prov. 14:12.
Le Some ways are good and some ways are bad,
a. Switching and perverting the road signs will not make abad road good or a
good road bad, but it will bring woe.
b. God pronounces a woe upon those that call ewdl good, and good evil, Isa. 5:20,
Be The right or wrong of a thing is not Jjust a matber of personal thinking,
1. "Since truth and right are facts rather than abstractlons then I must change
my mind to f£it them rather than change them to fit my mlnd.
2 One of the greatest sins of the age is man's futile attempt to change right to
fit himself rather than change himself to fit right.
3. The Bible freely speaks of the good and the evils
a. Good man -(Psa, 37:23) Evil man - (Psa. 140:1)
be Good works - (Mbe 5:16) Evil works - (Jas. 3:16)
c. Good words - (1 Kgs. 12:7) Evil speaking - (Eph. 4:31)
d. Good path - (Prov. 2:9) Evil course - (Jer. 23810)
e, Good advice - (Prov. 20:18) Evil council - (Isa. 7:5)
fo Good name = (Prov., 22:1) Evil name - (Deut. 22:19)
ge Good fruit - (Mt. 7:17) Evil fruit - (Mt. 7:18)
h, Good heart - (Lke 8:15) Evil heart - (Heb., 10:22)
i, Good morals -~ (L Cor. 15:33) Evil dealihgs = (1 Sam, 2:23)
j« Good report - (Phile 4:8) Evil report - (2 Cor. 6:8)

IT. THERE ARE MANY EXAMPLES OF BIBLICAL FATLURES IN DISCERNMENT.




A. The young prophet deciewed by a lie (1 Kgs. 13)
1, Tell the story of his devotion, courage and strength,
2. His downfall is wrapped in one statement: "He failed in discernment,"
Be The rich man who was called a fool, Ik, 12:16-21,
1. He was smart enough to make money but he was not smart enough to discern material
and spiritual values,
2. His tragedy was one of discernment.,
Ce Same tricky Pharisees who tried to trap Jesus, Mbt, 22:15-22,
1. They could not comprehend two loyalties - earthly and heavenly,
2. They thought Jesus couldn't but his dlscernment showed them there is a place for
both. (Mt, 22:21)
De Mar‘bh&. Ik. 10 ‘38—1.;.20
1. She had to choose between two important things: preparing a meal or listening to
Jesus.

2, Jesus revealed to Mary and Martha who had the greatest power of discernment.

IIT. WHAT ARE SOME GUIDEPOSTS TO W ISE DISCERNMENT?

A. Faithe One of the greatest examples of discernment and its cause is that of Mbses.
Heb," 11:25,25.

Be Hopes This is another power which influenced Moses in his choice, Heb., 11:26,
Ca Love; ,

l. "If a man love me, he will keep my words." Jn., 14:23. ’
2. Some fail to make proper discernment because of love for human glory. Jn. 12:42,43.
3+ Some fail to find the truth because of lack of love, 2 Thess, 2:10-12,
D, Courage.
1., Courage will surely help me make the right decision., Mt. 10:28.
2. TFear often gets in thewy of wise decisions: fear of financial loss, fear of job
loss, fear of promotion loss, fear of public disfavor. 1 Sam. 15:24.
Ee Sincerlty rather than deceit,
Fe Cautbion,
1. "Watch ye" 1 Cor. 16:13.
i 24 Prov, 22:30
Ge Investigation.
1. never reach a decison of consequences without full investigation.
2. Rashness is not the behav1or of a prudent person. Prov. l3316 cf. Acts 17: Il.
H. Examples of Jesus, fﬂ
l. Tt was prophesied fo Chrlst "He may know to refuse the|geed and choose the.ex&%:“
Isa. T:15,
2+ Jesus perfectly discerned every problem and every issue of life, Heb. 4315,

CONCLUSTON 2

L.

2

"Principles rather than abuses of principles, Right here is where so many people err. They
start out to fight the abuse of a principle and end up fighting the principle. They throw
eut the baby with the wash, Every good thing has its dangers, even the pulpits,!(Brownlow)
It is the Christian's duty to discern good and evil, throw out the evil and retain the

good, Much trouble has arisen in the church because of poor discernment., One of the

daily and most urgent problems of the Christian is dlqcernment.
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FELLOWSHIP
Acts 2:42; 1 Jn,-1:3,7 g
INTRODUGTTON :
1. The conversion and hope of the world depends upon the fellowshlp of Christian people,
2+ There are but two reasons why it is not maintaineds
as Rither we do not know what theterm means or
be - We fail to appreciate its importance, '
3s The prayer prayed by our Lord is the very shadew of the cross empha51ves fellowship,
8. First, he prayed for himself. Jn. 17:1=5,
be Second he prayed for the apostles. Jn, 17:6-19,
ce Third, he prayed for men that would believe their word. Jn, 17:20-26, A
d. All of this emphasizes that the most fertile field of 1nf1de11ty is the lack of fell-
owship among professed followers of Christ.
Le '"Fellowship implies oneness, unity, and coherence among the members of any organization!

(N. B. Hardeman) and no organlzatlon can succeed unless fellowship prevails among its
members,

5« Since every Christian surely wants the church to succeed, ard it ‘cannot without “fellow-
ship, then our study becomes v1rtualLy eSeentlal.

DISCUSSION

I. JHAT DOES FWLLOUSHIP MEAN 2

IT.

A look at the uses of the term in the Bible should help us understand it better,
le The word "fellowship" is translated from the Greek word "K01non1a" in the
following places: Acts: 2:42; 1 Cor. 1: 9s 2 Cor. 8 L Gal 2:9; Eph, 3:9;

2 The word "Koinonia," (or family word) in other places, is translated:

b, Communion, 1 Cor, 10:16; 2 Cor. 6:1; 13:144
c. Distribution. 2 Cor. 9: l?. P

It means "a state of associate, conradeshlp, company of equals, mutual relation
among members of the. same church, commmion." (Webster)

It means "Partnership, joint partlclpatlon it implies agreement." cf. Amos 3:3,
"Common participation in religious pr1v1lege." (McGarvey)

"Common interest and mutual participation in’those thlngs which concern the welfare

"Something held in commonj" literally sharing in common s

l. Partners in the blessings of the death of Christ. 1 Cor. 10:16,

2. Partners in the strength and comfort of the Holy Spirit. 2 Cor., 13: lh.h

3. Partners in the suffering of Christ, Phil. 3:10; 1 Pet., A4:l3. e
Le Partners in the blessings of the gospel., Phil, 1;5.

5. Partners in the favor and protection of Gods 1 dJne. 1:3.

A,
Phil, 1:5; 2:1; 3:10; 1 Jn. 1:3,6,7%
a. Contribution. Rom, 15:26,
d. Communication, Philemon 6.
e. Communicate, - Heb, 13:16,
f. Partakers. Mbt., 23:30,
g+ Partners, Lk, 5:10.
Be
Ce
D.
of each other." (Boles) -
Fe
Ge TFellowship among Chrlstlans means we ares
HOW DOES FELLOWSHIP EXPRESS ITSELF?
A.

If a company of business men erganize and have any hope of success there are a few

things that must be understood and accepted by each partner in the company,

l. Each partner mist have the same purpose and the same end in mind,

2. It must be understood that each member obllgates hn1self to do his part of
whatever work is necessary.

3. It is expected that each one will bear his part of the expense, o

Le It is implied and understood that the conduct of each member will be such as
will sell the business to the expected customers, :

5 Lvery member must be willing to share in whatever profits and losses may come,

6. All of these are easy to understand and every person ‘'will endorse theése state-
ments. :



Be The church of the Lord is the greatest business company on earth, and all Christians
are partners in it. Let each one ask himself:
1. Was my purpose in becoming a member of this company the same as every other
worthy member?
2¢ Did I understand, when I became a member, that I was obligated to do my part
of the work necessary for its success?
3. Did T expect to bear my part of the expense so necesQary to carry on our bu51nesq,
Le When I became a member of God!'s great company was it my definite purpose to
conduct myself so that I would be helpful and not harmful to all the other -
members?
5 Am I willing to share the Joys as well as the dlsapp01ntment that comes .from
being a member of the company? :
IIT. WHO MAKES UP THIS GRUAT COMPANY WITH WHOM WE HAVE FELLOWSHIP OR PARTNERSHIP?
A, Gode 1 Jdn. 1:3, , :
l. "Because we are partakers of the divine nature as we escape the corruption that
is in the world." 2 Pet., 1:3,4. :
2. We must walk in the light. 1 Jn. 1l:6.
Be Christ. 1 Jdne 1:3, "Because of the common sympathies which his life and suffering
have established between himsel.f and us."
C. The Holy Spirit, 2 Cor. 13:14; Phil, 2:1, "Because we partake of the strengthening
and enlightening influence of his teachings and he dwells in us,"
De Other Christians. 1 Jne 1:7, It is only right that we have fellowship with each
other because we are:
l. Fellow - citizens. Eph. 2:19,20,
2, Fellow - heirs., Eph, 3:6; Rom, 8:17.
3. Fellow - soldiers. Phil. 2:25; 2 Tim. 2:4,5.
Le Fellow - laborers. Phile 4:3; M. 20:1.
5. Fellow - servants, Col. 1l:7.
6. TFellow-travelers, Hebs 11:13,1L.

7. Fellow - helpers. 3 Jn., 8; Gal. 621l A S A{44 $;ﬁggﬁfﬁi{
IV, WITH WHAT AND WHOM MUST W NOT HAVE FELLOWSHIP? : B T
A. Devils, 1 Cor. 10520, *f* o
Be With unbelievers and unrighteousness. 2 Cor. b6: s1,-16, 7, fM Z . fﬁ«‘*i/ ,g/f xv’ J"‘ vl qdﬁ)
ce With works of darkness, Fphe 5:11. - '“Z L:V oy
De With false teachers, 2 Jn. 9 = 11, : fyﬂ g

ls T cannot fellowship or be a JOlnt—partaker with any man who preaches or practices
that which I believe the Bible does not authorize,

2, I could not call upon a member of some denominational church to lead prayer
because I respect him too much to ask him to ask God!'s blessings upon a lesson:
T know he doesn't believe,

3. Baptist and Methodists can have no fellowship,

Ee There cannot be fellowship between the faithful and the wilful, indifferent Christian.
2 Thess., 3:6,

CONCLUSION

1l Again, we repéat our opening statement: ®the hope and conversion of the world depends
upon the fellowship of Chrlstlan people, ™

2¢ "IL can not but be evidént, in the light of the considerations we have oubmltted that our
churches have by no means fully entered into ®the fellowship,.' We have resources enough to

» fulfill our mission, but they fail of appropriation. THERE IS NO GENUINE PARTNERSHIP of
labor and of expenditure. The mass of our membership exhaust their piety in church-going,
sermon~-listening, and the payment of sudh trifling sums as must be paid to maintain a
respectable standing, The genuine workers are few; so are the voluntary contributors,
Thgre is no consecration of all to Christ - no laylng down of all our treasures at the
apostles! feet, The result is leanness barrenness, impotency., We are smitten with mildew
‘and blasting - the locuts and caterplllars eat up our substance., We receive little in return,
We are shut out from the highest JOYS of spiritual fellowship, because we shut ourselves out

from its highest DUTIES, We are looking for happiness in a wrong direction. - We seek it in
selfishness, in ease, in the world's voluptousness; it is found in giving, in toiling, in
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suffering, in condescension, in compassion, in self-denial for other! good.

"The abode of happiness is in Bethlehem, in Gethsemane, at Calvary, and in the eternal
home of love and joy to which THESE ONLY lead. We can only know the 'power of Christ's
resurrection! after we have known 'the fellowship of his Sufferings,! and have been
made 'conformable to his death.! The beatitudes of the Sermon on the Mount distill
not in the souls that riot in abundance and revel in selfish enjoyments. Heaven's
immortal fellowships belong only to a brotherhood of heroic and patient sufferers,
who have 'come up out of great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb,?

"Man of sorrows] divine Sufferer} toiling Son of God! teach us to be willing
to know the fellowship of Thy labors and Thy sorrows, and to give our little all to
Thee, who gavest all for us. Then shall we have fellowship with each other; then
will Thy blood cleanse us from all sin; then shall we have unclouded views of Thy
glory, and rise to the possession of the everlasting fellowship of heavenly rest
and joys" (New Testament Christianity, Vol. 1) Z. Te Sweeney, page 450wL52.






WOHEL PROBLEM OF VORRYM 7y
Phile k:6; Moo 623l

INTRODUCTION:

1. One of the greatest everyday problems of the Christian is WOrTY, fretfulness, anxlety
and care.
a. I must work daily to overcome it, lest it overcome me. ‘
be "Life can be harassed with worry or beautified with contentment, depending'upon how
I make it; for both are inside jobs."
1) 1 is true that outside influences may encourage us to anxiety, but we don't
have t6 let them in.
(2) To some extent we are creatures of habit. "Years ago a mother and daughter
© got into the habit of writing the gloomisst letters to each other. There was
no sunshine in their lives,"
(3) The habit of fretting had so taken hold of one man that he often worrled because
he had forgotten what he was supposed to worry about, -
2, God does not want his children to be anxious., Phil. 4:6; 1 Pet. 5:7.

DISCUSSION s

I, WHAT IS WORRY AND WHAT DO PEOPLE WORRY ABOUT?
A. "Mental distrell or ag1tat1on resulting from concern usu. for something impending
or anticipated,"
Be "Characterized by extreme uneasiness of mind about some contingency."
C. Worry then is a thought process and since it is, then it is reasonable to assume
that we can control it by changing our thinking. _
le By thinking upon the things that are dlametrlcally opposed to the thoughts
which produce anxiety.
2. Now let us think upon the worry preventives and antidotes - preventlves to
those who are not worrying and anitdotes to those who are,

“1T.  SOME PREVENTIVES AND ANTIDOTES OF WORRY.
"~ Ae luch faith repels worry, while little faith invites it. g
1. Sometimes we believe our doubts and doubts our beliefs, Peter had this trouble
and it was his little faith. Mt. 14:31. o
2. Our sea of life has its boisterous winds and if our faith breaks, our anxiety
forms,
a. Te need to believe that God who feeds the birds and clothes the grass of the
field will care for us. Mt, 6:25=31,
be !'"Overheard In An Orchard!
"3aid the robin to the sparrow
tT should really like to know
Why these ansious human beings
Rush about, and worry so?!

Said the sparrow to the robin,
tFriend, I think that it must be
They have no heavenly Father .
Such as cares for you and me."  ...Glizabeth Cheyney.
By Trust in the Lord keeps spirits from dropping low.
l. Jder. 17:7,8-
2., Prove. 3:5. - " :
3, An example is in order: WAll through life we trust our safety to bridges
built by man., The supporting peirs are deep down beneath the water, We do
not doubt their strengbth. We do not worry when they tremble or swerve in the
storm — we trust the builder, Significantly but vitally more important, lifets
highways has its bridges resting deep down in the wisdom of God:, hidden in the
depths of time and eternity. No bridge of God ever collapsed. 1t is easy to
trust the bridge if I trust the Builder."
L An aged man went through the Bible and wrote Uproved" by every promlse or bridge
of God.,
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5, One of the sweetest tribute to the vitalizing power of trust is Psa, 23:1.
6o I know not the future, but I know the God who is in it,
An acceptance of self helps to prevent fretfulness,
1, Jesus asked, "Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit to his stature?t
}&to 6:270
2., UWeare on the road to contentment when we accept ourselves as we are,
a. One lady said the happiest day of her life was the day she accepted the fact
she couldn!t be a beauty queen,
be Realistic living demands that we accept the fact that different people
have different talents and various degrees of ability.
(1) Worrying about being a one=~talent man won't make us a five-talent one,
(2) Complaining about what we do not have won't give us more,
wwm ‘
It is scripbural to say "I can' prOVLded one is linked to the Lord. Phil., 4:13.
2. Tt tzkes much strength to live up to our reponsibilities in life, but strengbi,
physical, moral, and spiritual is a growing quality and as we use it, it develops
according to our needs., Deubt. 33:25.
3, 1 should not worry about performing my duties, All that is expected of me is the
best I can do. "The world is wide S
In time and tide,
And God is guide,
Then = do not hurry.
That man is blest
Who does his best
And leaves the rest,
Then - do not worry." Charles F. Deems,
Rlanning and-making-the day=before preparation is a safeguard against many worrisoue.
o s
1, The man that built the tower could have prevented his worry. Lk, 14:28-30,
2. General Foch said, "Battles are won the day before."

Wm the Lord relieves us of the heavy weights of anxiety. Psa. 55:22.

1. There are many problems which defy solution and unless we learn to shift them to
the Lord, we will be pressed downe.

2+ The camels which bears heavy burdens during the day bows at night for them to
be taken off. We need to learn to kneel at night.,

My counti ings.instead of my cupposed misfortunes enables me to see_how
well of f % ieaﬁw@uwg%

le It is only then that I can say "blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with
benefits, even the God of our salvation." Psa. 68: 19.

2. There is a great blessing in counting my blessings. Sing song here "Gount Your
Blessings" page 30k )

Living life a day at a time will spare me many misgivings

1. Jesus said, "be not therefore ansious" (ASV) M. 6:34.

2+ The Master aimed the passage at the common mistake of trying to live life in a

lump,
as Trying to solve today the problems of a lifetime is enough to worry anyone
to deathe

b. Today has enough of its own burdens without trying to pile on tomorrow's.
¢e Some people cannot efficiently do today's duties for worrying about tomoprow.
My _cnltivating myself to see good. 1nste;§ evil in the w rlqw;s a shleld aaalnst
‘the darts of worry. Prove 16: 27.’% Lyt j:“ 2.
1. Complaint about evil in another may be actually compla1n1ng about uhe evil
me.,
2. I am not suggesting that we should not be reallstlc, but I am suggesting that
we often see a reflection of ourselves.
a. e may see good because we are good.

b . n 1 ] er.l n n 1 e'Vil.
c. We may see defeal, because we are defeated.
de M W M fear B noon o afraid.

e. " n t clouds i 1 have a haze over our eyes.
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CONCILUS LI ¢

1. There are so many good things in the world - all I need is to train my eyes to see
them, As I see more good, I sce less cause to worry.

My God, I thank thee who hast made
The earth so bright,

50 full of splendor and of joy,
Beauty and light;

-
Someny glorious things are here,
Noble and right." .+ oAdelaide .. Procter.

2o 17 I smile at the world, the world will smile back.

"Keep your face with sunshine 1it,

Lauph a little bit!

Gloowy shadows oft will flit,

If you have the wit and grit

Just to laugh a little bit ¥ ....J. B. Cook

3. Remember, we worry sbout two groups of thinss (1) Those we can help and (2)

those
we can't help, If we can help, then do them; why worry.

If we can't help, why worry?
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UBH NOT CONFORMEDN

Rom, 12:1,2

INTRODUCTION s

L.

2

3e

Do you consider yourself a conformist or non-conformist? Are you seeking fashion or

favor? ‘

Paul's statement make men responsible for their surroundings.

a, argument of necessity to excuse our wrong actions was not a part of Paul's philosophy.

b. The freedom of our will enables us to select from our circumstances that which is
best,

The motive behind Paul's plea and our actions would be "the mercies of God." (Rom, 12:1)

Throughout the first eleven chapters Paul discusses all that God has done for us.

a, Justified freely by the grace in his Son. Rom. 3:24-26. ’

b. GCod gave His Son even while we were sinners. Rom., 5:6-9.

c. No condemnation to the faithful in Christ. Rom. 8:1,

d.. Rom, 8:33"39 -

e. Rom, 11:33-36.

Le Based upon all. this Paul makes these pleas:
DISCUSSION:
T. PRESENT YOUR BODIZS A LIVING SACRIFICH.

1%,

A, "Present.,"
l. To present or to yeild is to cease to resist,
2, Yielding means also ceasing to with-~hold - let God have full possession,

Be A living sacrifice - continually, once for all, and let them stay presented.
1. Present in such a way as to glorify God by our bodies. 1 Cor. 6:19,20,
2. As one alive from the dead, Rems 6:3=5,
3. Present the very best of our years to God.

Ce Holy = Devoted - it means "God first, God last, God everywhere, God as the spring
of thought and word and deed,

D. "Acceptable" or "well-pleasing" This can only be true by being constantly employed
in these things that are well-pleasing to God.

E. "Which is your reasonable service." In view of all that God has done for us, present-
ing our bodies is a reasonable service,

UAND BE NOT CONFORMED TO THIS WORLD.M
A, TWhat does teonforu" or Wconformity" mean?
1. "To have the same shape, outline, or contour."
2. "To become or be Like,!
3. "Correspondence in form, manner or character,"
Le "o not be fashioned in the mold of the present age or state of things,"
5. M"Don't let the world around you squeeze you into its mold."
6. "The molding of the life and character by the system which prevails around you,"
Be. This admonition is greatly needed because:
1. God's people had a tendency to conform in ages past.
a., Israel wanted a king to fbe like all nations." 1 Sam. 8:19,20.
b. Israel destroyed her spiritual life when she began to become like the
nations about her,
2. Conformity to the ways of the world results in the ruin of the church,
a. Sardis was dead because she had conformed to the secure feeling of the city.
Reve 3:1-2.
be Laodicea had conformed to the lukeward and self-satisfied condition of the
people about her, Rev. 3:14=-17.
3, There is great danger the church today is trying to conform to the world in:
a. Faith - Members of the church feeling that it is not really important if we
are a little wrong. Jude 3,
b. Worship = (a) Desire on part of many members to have services that appeal
to our physical senses.




(b) Attending only when it is convenient and in some cases Jjust
r:lismissin:7 comnletely.
6o lorals -

l. "They are going to enrrage in sexual acts anyway, so let!s show them how to
keep from getlting pregnant,.!
2. Leaving home and letting teenagers have the house,
De Dress, 1 Tim, 2:9,10; 1 Pet, 3:1-4
l. Wearing of shorts and other brief apparel by both men and women has come
to be largely accepted.
2. Mixed bathing is an accepted practice.

3. Men and boys wearing their hair like women ans women wearing theirs like
men, 1 Cor, 1l:1-16,

IIT. UBE YE TRANSFQRMED, "

Ao M"Transformed" means "to undergo a complete change which, under the power of God, will
' find expression in character and conduct."

Be " How?
1., "By the renewing of your mind."
2. By realizing that we aré new creatures, 2 Cor. 5:17.
3. By looking into the firror and being changed into the glory of Christ, 2 Cor. 3:18,
Le By contlnu:x.ng in the work. Jas. 1:22-25,

Ce Why? "That ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of Cod,"
Rom. 12:2 c. !

GONCLUSION

le It's the easiest thing in the world to be a cohformist - "go along with the crowd,!

2. But it takes real courage and COI‘lV.LCthIl to be a non-conformist. Jesus was a non-conformist.
Whay are you?



THE, PROBIEM OF ENENIES e 4 A
M. 5:43,5%

TNTRODUCTION ¢
le Tt is an honor to have friends: but it in not necessarily a dishonor to have enemies -
in some cases it is as complimentary to have enewies as friends.
2. It is no compliment to live so many years and never had an enemy.
as Christ had his enemies.
be Paul had his enemies,
c. Christians will suffer., 2 Tim. 3:12. Tas
de "ioe unto you, when all men speak well of youl" (Ik. 6:26)
Let's consider:

Je

DISCUSSION:

I.

1T,

IIT.

WE _TAY HAVE SRS WITHQUT, CALISE, Psa. 35:19; Job 19:28, WE VAY HAVE ENEMIES WHEN
IT IS NOT OUR FAULT. ',

A.  One reagon is the unfairness of unreasonable peo 2 Thess, 3:2,

1. TInnocent people have been mJjustly blamed on the notion that the fault is
half one and half the other. Impossible to have lasting friendship with
unreasonable people. .

2e Some people need a whipping boy and if you have been elected, then you
may be whipped without cause. : -

and decides you are an evil person who deserves to be opposed,
le It may result from a debt that is not paid,
-2+ It can be caused by misrepresentation regarding a transaction whereby one is
cheated, (The cheater hates the cheated, )
3¢ It can occur because of exorbitant prices charged for services rendered,
(People have a tendency to hate those they mistreat.)
he Tt may happen because of job interference,
Dnuniby may result fron p

B. A pefusal to

et bbbl QRGLAR 2. D80 O, 2001
People have a tendency to he
about them,

2 I try to keep from learning ugly things about people for this reagon, also
"the ungodly man diggeth up evil.® (Prov. 16:27)
Ge  Belng.sugcessiul or porplan 1oy HE =M=V T=tarh RTWRAe v W 7o s TN 20 o 0 D AL (O T

WE MAY HAVE FNEMIES WL HAVE MADD

i5mgu* o LS
we know something ugly

Ae Our greatest and most spiteful enemies are those who consider us a personal threat
in some mamner to ther,
1. Dignity, job advancement, popularity - "You are interfering with my plans;
you are hurting me; and I don't like you.n
2¢ Herod sought the life of Jesus for this reason. Mbt, 2:1-18.
Be One business man's conception of a good man was one that traded with him and a
bad man traded with his competitor.
Ce Any kind of threat to another's welfare tends to make enemies, cf, Diotrephes,
3 John 9, '

WHAT TO DO ABOUT FNEMILS,

Ae Do good unto them,

l. Jesus said, "Love your enémies, bless them that curse you, do good to them
that hate you.!' Mbe 5:4)e



2. P?ul Said. "feed hlm.ooco I Rome 12 200
3. HNever retalwate. Rom. 12:19,
Le David's goodness toward Saul, softened Saults heart. 1 Sam. 24:17.
Be Pray for them. Mte 5:l4h,45.
1. Jesus prayed for his enemies. Lke 2323k
2e Stephen prayed for his enemies, Acts 7:60,. :
3, "Two business men were bitter enemies because they were competitors. The
ennity wags destroying both of them and their businesses. One of them, spealking
of the other, said to the Dreacher, You see Old So and So., He is the lowest
down, conniving, theiving skunk in this town.! The preacher said,'You don't
like him...? And he blurted out, 'Like him? T hate himi' The preacner
continued, 'Sam if you don't overcome this, it is going to wreck your health
and ruin your business. The thing for you to do is to pray for him each -
night., Ask God to bless him and his business as well as you and yours.?
After much reasoning the business man agreed that he would try. That night
he prayed, 'Dear God, I promised the preacher that I would try to pray for
01ld Skin Flint. You know I don't mean it, but I promised I would. So bless
him as well as me, if you see best.! The next night it was easier, and so tle
next. In time they became good friends, their businesses prospered because
they were building it instead of fighting each other,
Ce Refrain from getting on the level of an enemy.
1, Jesus refused to do this, 1 Pets 2:23,
2., You camot 1ift up others by pulling yourself down to their level
D. Rejoice not at the failings of an enemy. Prov. 24:17.
e Remember that it is throush Godts commandments you can be made wiser bnan your
enemies., Psae. 59:1,
¥, Ve can pray for deliverance from our enemies, Psa. 59:1.
Ge God is stronger then our enemies and can care for us despite them. Psa, 23 5e

COUCLUSTION ¢

T canmot always help having enemies, but I can help my attitude toward them,
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THE PROBLIIT OF FRI IV

Inb,. Wﬁ"
T. The normal life is one of frwendsnlp.
a. Friends are a reflection of.our own worthiness and a source of help for our ‘own
inadequacies, . .
b. Friends are precious responsibilities; therefore, 1.have the problem of choosing
friends, of making and holding friends, and of being a friend.
2. "A friend is like bread for a.hungry appetite; like a balancing pole for walking the
tight-rope of life; like a soothing ointment for the cuts and bruises of life; like

a golden link in uhc chain of life; and like a vine that clings te us despite our
weaknesses, !

3. What _one possesses-anather may lack.
a. e o,1 possess some things in common, but we all are not endowed alike,
be. We find strength in others for our weaknesses, and they fird hlep in in us for
their failings, This is what makes friendship so delightful,

"There's happiness in little things,
Theret's joy in passing pleasure.

But friendships are, from year to year
The best of all life's treasure,"

Dis. - :
T. THE S“L!PTVOI OF FRIINDS IS A GREAT PROBLEM, : : ;

Ao Solomon made it wvery plain that one should be very careful in the selection of
friends. Prove, 22:2L, Verse 25 reveals the reason for this admonition.

B. Paul said "Evil companionships corrupt good morals." 1 Cor. 15:33 (ASV) -

Co Thus it is evident that our selection of friends should not be based on wealth,
education or prestige, but rather upon their being the right peopme regﬁrdleos
of their status in 111e.

. Do The qualities needed to make and hold friends are also the qua lnt1es to look for
in the selection of friends.
II. MAKING AND HOLDING FRIBNDS,
A. Be friendly, ' :
1. "A wan that hath Ir’endsmuot show himself friendly." Prov. 18:24.
2. Frieddliness is a quality of Christianity; sourness is not.,

>Q§ \§3.,Joon Wesley said, "Sour godliness is the devil's religion.” :

N N\ 4. Even a dog, wit’ oht reading books, knors how to make frlends and 1n luence
i“‘% \ ' people,

\-1 5. Bobby B urns, the Natignal Poet of Scotland, while visiting in a strange city

became very lonely. He visited one of the churches and’récéived a hand of
welcome or a smile, B efore leaving he wrote this verse on the iljleuf ofa

§§\" hymal.

ez >

"As cauld a wind as ever blew;

3\
A .- Ma caulder Kirk, and in't but few;
As cauld a 1jnist°r's eler spak;
& Ye'll all be hot ere I come back,"

6. Nould it have been different if 3 Jou and I had bﬂen in the audience.
Be Be helpful in adversity. :
1. "A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for adversity." Prov. 17:
170 ) ] P
| %Q\ a., You cannot get and retain friends with bare compliments.
) be. They are drawvn and held by siving tokens of your love because tney are
tokens of yourself,
c. In the adverse circumstances of the man who was robbed and woundﬂd, it is
very obvious who made the friend. He was'a brother "born for adversity."
2+ Adversity shows who your readl: friends are. ’Ihefe are many people who_are
_good at_being-friends until you need.a friend.
>« Possess a humility that will cause you to mix and mingle with all classes of

people,




De

G

1. Social, intellectual or financial snobbery will not make or hold friends.
2+ In "lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than himself®, Phil 2: 3.
3+ e never look up to the person who is stuck up.
Lo We can get down among the people without getting down on their level of sin.- ,
-a. dJesus assoclated with all classes of people including sinners and publicans, =i )
Mt. 9:11. -
be Our Lord never pulled back form sinners feeling he was too good to touch
them. He permitted a sinful women to fall before him, bathe his feeb with
her teaps and wipe tham with her hair. Ik, 7:36-48. Some members of the-
church would be horrified and feel they were dLSéL&CGd for llfe.
Be unselfish,
1. Phil, 23,
2+ Christ came to minister, not to be ministered unto. Mt. 20:28,
3. Some people are too self-centered to have many friends. They get up in the
morning with this attitude: "Let's see-—-just what can some of my friends do
today to make me happy?t : _ "
Ls There was a childless couple whose prayer was: Lord, bless us two
And that will do.’
5 And an old bachelor is supposed to have prayed: Lord bless only me
That's as far as I can see,™

Be tolerant,

1. Col. 3:13. ‘

2¢ If T want to be tolerant and withhold judgment of me from others, then I must
not juwige. Mte 7:le Years of .experience teach us that we are less likely to
have all the facts than we would like to think and very seldom know all the
circumstances.

3+ A look at our own weaknesses will help us to be more Lolerant of bhe weakness of

others., Mt. 7:3.

Be sincere, truthful and honest.

L. Phil, 1:10; Rom. 13:13,

2+ One of the most repulsive traits of the Dharlseos was L elir 1n51ncer1ty. Mte 232
e

3. True and lasting friendship with the Lord or anvone else-begins on the 1DSLde.

L. Priendship must be natural and spontaneous. : _

Follow the-Golden Rule. . A . . .

1. Mbe T2l2, .

2+ Following this rule \L]l keep one from taking advantage of his erends.

3. One lady said, "I used to admire Ruth and expected that we should be good
friends, but she's borrowed so many things and never repaid them that It've del
cided T don't want anyone for a friend that takes such liberties,'

He Be Stable,
1. No friendship can be any stronger then: th° people 1nvolved
2+ Friendship is something that should gro" deep and not be easily swayed from its
purpose, -
3. A double-minded man will not make a very good friend. Jas. 1:8.
I. Be loyal,
l. One of the things thst gave Paul strenrth and comfort when he was a prisoner in
Rome was the lovalov of his friend Onesiphorus, 2 Tim. 1:16.
2¢ One of the things that hurt poor Job was the disloyalty of supposed frleﬂds
Job. 19:14,19.
3. Sometimes disappointment in a friend comes because of our unressonable expectat—
ions. They have their wealmesses 100,
Coaclus:on.
1. All of the things we have mentioned will make me a friend. and as. L become one,
. others will respond and become my friends,
2. Personal Question: If I were sopeone else, would I want me as a friend?



THE, GHRISTTAN GRACES P

s

Z Fet, 1:1~12 : ‘ o

Introduction. '

l. Read or quote 2 Pet, 1l:1-12,

2. God's promises to man are "exceedingly great! so as to influence man to become like
his Son, '

3. Man escapes sin "through the knowledge of Jesus Christ." 2 Pet, 2:20.
a, Such knowledge reveals that as an alien sinner he must believe (Heb. 11:6), re-

pent (Acts 2:38), confess (Rom. 10:10) be baptized (Acts 2:38).

-be One is then freed from his sins. Rom., 6:17,18,

Le At the point one becomes a servant of rlghteousness he then begins to add the ChrlstO
ian graces.

Discussion, '
I. "AND BESIDES THIS, GIVING ALL DILIGENCE . . " 2 Pet. 1l: 5.
A, "And besides this',
1. The American Standard has "and for this cause,"
2. It is an exhortation based on verse 4., Since God has given us exceedlngly great
. -and precious promises we are to be "giving all diligence,"
Be U"giving" ("adding on your part!" ASV).

1. The literal meaning is "bringing in by the side of"™ which means that man is to
bring his part, although small and insignificant, along side God's part. This
.suggests that God has a part and man has a part in his salvation.

20 GOd'S part. -
a. He has given unto us all things that pertaln unto life and gddllness. 2 Pet,

1:3; 2 Tim, 3:16,17; Jude 3.
b. He has called us by glory and virtue. 1:3. By the gospel. 2 Thess, 2:14;

1 Pet. 2:9. '
¢, He has given unto us "exceedlng great and precious promises." 1l:4.- For-
giveness of sins, ¢ 16:16; eternal life, 1 Jn, 2:25.

. 3¢ Man's part., - Supply the Christian gré¥aces, L5,
Ce "All diligence."

1, Diligence means "to hasten; the quality of persewering in doing something with
the most careful painstaking attention.," It's the opposite of careless, lazy
and indifferent. Lo '

2. Some reasons for giving diligence,

a, Our part.in our salvation, though small and insignificant when compared with
God's part, still must be brough along side God's part if we would enJoy
God's blessings. Thus let us hastenl
b, Spiritual things are of far greater value than temporal things and we must
give more diiigeni suudy and preactice to spiritual things than temporal,
c. It plays and important part in men's salvation.
(1) Rule with diligence. Rom, 12:8,
(2) Work with diligence. Heb. 6:10-12,
(3) 2 Pet, 3:14.
II. THE GRACES CAN BE DIVIDED INTO FOUR GROUPS.
A. Those necessary to form the Christian character.
1. Virtue 3. Self-contp6l
2+ Knovledge L, Patience.
Be That which reveals the follower of Christ to be a servant of God. godliness,
Ce That which reveals one a member of the family of God. brotherly-kindness,
De That which reveals one well-disposed toward all men., Love,
ITT. SOME ENCOURAGEMENTS FOR ADDING THE GRACES.
A, Negatively., 2 Pet, 1:9., The man that lacks them:
1. "Is blind and cannot see afar off" ¢Nearsighted)
a. He cannot discern the elementary things of the gospel.
b. He sees only the things of the world and those close at hand, (Possible for
two men to sit in worship and each see different things.)




c. The Christian sees more than the temporal things. 2 Cor. A4:18,
2. "Hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.!

a. The term "hath forgotten" occurs nowhere slse in the New Testament and means such
a one has accepted forgetfulness,

be He is no longer influenced by the recollection of his obedience and acts as he dit
in his former condition.

c. The Christian who has forgotten the cleansing from his old sins is the worst kind
of ingrate,

(1) "He has forgotten the greatest possible blessing from the greatest possible
giver at the greatest possible cost," (Tolle)
(2) Tt is no wonder that such a Chrlstlan's life is destitute of the graces,
(3) Nine of the ten lepers were ungrateful. Ik, 17:11-19,
B. Posit 1Vely'.
1. They keep us from being barren (idle) and unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord

Jesus Christ, 1:8,

a., An active life is pleasing to God..

be A fruitful Christian life pleases God. Jn. 15:8,

ce A complete knowledge of Jesus Christ is the goal toward which Christian act1v1ty
should be tending.

2, By giving diligence to them we are making our calling and election sure. 1:10,

a. This destroys the teaching that certain ones were elected to be saved before the
foundation of the earth and there is not anything they can do about 1t A thing
that is sure cannot be made surer.

be It shows that man has apart in working out his salvation. Phil, 2:12.

3. Such a one shall never fall, 1:10, .

a. This shows that it is possible for one to fall from God's grace. 1. Cor, 10:12;
Heb. 3:12; 2 Pet, 2:20,

b This shows that it is possible to keep from falling by addlng the graces,

Lo An entrance into heaven assured to such a one. 1l:ll. :

a, It shall be ministered,

be It shall be ministered abundantly. Jn, 14:1=3; Rev. 7:13-17, ‘

c. It shall be into the everlasting kingdom of Jesus Christ. .Mbt. 25:46; Rev, 22:14.

Conclusion,
1. Such wonderful promises and assurances must stir us to action in adding the graces.
God's promise is built on four pillars:
a, God's justice, which will not suffer him to deceive,
be God's grace or goodness, which will not suffer him to forget.
¢e God's truth, which will not suffer him to change.
d. God!'s power, which makes him able to accomplish.,
2. Let us do our part and God will do his part.



SACRIFICE
Heb. 13:15,16-- 479

Int ®
. I, Just outside the little town of Collins, Miss., is a family (Men and wife) that earn -
their living by gathering eggs on a chieken farm seven days a week, Their income is
very small but their zeal for the Lord's cause is tremendous. Recently some of their
neighbors visted them, A family that includes several children. While visiting they
heard our daily radio program and enjoyed it very much. The Brewers encouraged them
to listen every day. One of the little girls said, "But we don't have a radio."™ The
Brewers, in the next few days, managed to buy and trade for a used radio and gave to
this fanlly. This represented a real sacrifice,
2. Christianity itself has a sacrifice as a part of its foundation. Heb, 9:26; 10:12,
3, What does sacrifice mean?
a. "Primarily denotes the act of offering." (Vine)
b. "Destruction or surrender of something for the sake of something else: giving up of some
desirable thing in behalf of a higher object." (Webster)
c. "To suffer loss of, give up, renounce, injure, or destroy, often for an ideal or
belief or for an advantegeous or beneficial end." (Webster)

d. The word "sacrifice! translates & Hebrew wo ds for various kinds of sacrifice and
occurs 350 times.
Le Let's consider:

Dis,
I. WHAT WAS INVOLVED IN A SACRIFICE UNDER THE LAW OF MOBES?
A, It had to be the best uhey nad. Bx. 12:5,27; cf. Mal, 1:8,14.
B. Everyone was expected to make sacrifices. IEx, 23:1
C. Tt had to be offered without leaven. Ex. 23:18. ¢f, /@V. 5] %,
D, It had to be in obedience to God and not merely a substltute fé; obedience, 1 Sam,
15322,
E. It cost them something. 2 Sam. 22.2A.
F, It had to be from the heart andffirely a form, Isa., 1:1l,
IT. THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS A SACRIFICAL LIFE,
A. Consider the sacrifice made by so many to make Christianity pos 81ble to us.
le Jeremiah, the prophet of righteousness.
a. Placed in stocks in the high gate in Jerusalem, Jer. 20:1-3,
b, Put in a dungeon where he sank in the mire. Jer.38:1-6,
2, Jesus the Son of God, Phil, 2:5-9.
3. Paul, the stalwart missionary. Phil. 3:4=9
Be. The sacrlflce and resurrection of Christ should motivate us to sacrlflcal 11v1ng.
1le Christ lived in Paul., Gal. 2:20.
2+ Paul desired a knowledge of the power of his resurrection, Phil. 3:10.
3. Christ's sacrifical death became the apostle'!s appeal for sacrifical living,
2 Cor. 5:13=15,
C. The Christian's sacrifice is necessary to fill out Christ's sacrifice. Col. 1:24.
D. The Christian is to present himself fully to the Lord., Rom, 12:1,23 2 Cor. 8:5.
E. Christians must offer their money or earthly possessions to God,
le Paul speaks of the gift from the church at Phlllppl as "a sacrifice acceptable,
wellple:sing to God." Phil. 4:18,
2. The poor widow made a real sacrifice to God. Mk. 12:41-4h. ' '
3. The Macedonians truly had learned the lesson of sacrifice. 2 Cor, 8:l=k,
he Paul exhorts the Hebrews "Bubt to do good and to communicate forget not: for w1th
such sacrifices God is well pleased." Heb, 13:15,16,
F. Peter Zlews the whole of using all of our gifts as sacrlflcal living. 1 Pet. 2:5,20;
431216,
ITI. IN PLAIN LANGUAGE WHAT ARE SOME PRACTICAL LESSONS THAT I MUST ACCEPT?
A. I must deny myself of some things. ILk. 14:25-=33,

1. Preachers L. Bible teachers

2. Elders 5., Young people (some denying whole summer to do mission w
3. Deacons 6. Parents




B. I must put first things first. Mb. 6:33,

Conclusion

1. B ro, Conrad Steyn sacrificed a thriving undertaker business to come to school here,
2. Bro. Phil Liebrandt gave up a highly paid government job to become a gospel preacher.

3. These Mormon Elders that come to your house are giving two years at their own expense
Just to teach Mormon doctrine.

. Christ gave his life for you. What are you sacrificing for him?



! THE PROBLEM OF TIME - | }’é?(?

. Introduction,
.1, Time has always been a problem for man, because he has only a limited amount of it.
- 2. One of the most common expressions heard is "I just don't have enough time,m 1

"3, Our days are few and wrought with trouble, Joh. 1J: Ly 2e
‘Lo Let us consider:

Discussion,
I. SOME PROBLEMS RELATIVE TQ TIME, ; .
A. T have the problem of learning my frality and the measure of my days.,
l. I know life is short for the other fellow, but I am inclined to think time
will tarry for me.
2. Life is something we live daily, so man's frality is a dally problem, Psa..
39:h; 90:12,
B. I have the everyday problem of protecting my body and car:mg for my hea.lth that
my days may be lengthened. Psa, 90:10, ,
1. By reason_of strength man's years may be increased,

L § 2. Whatever contributes to my longevity is a daily problem and I must work at it.
tad Ce I have the problem of redeeming time. Eph. 5:16.

!{‘g 1. Redeem means to buy back and we need to buy back as much as we can of what is
<, wasted, -

e 2. Idleness is not for the Christian, Gf. Mt. 20365 1 Tim. 5:13.

& D, I have to daily face the temptation of procrakt:matlng until tomorrow to do what
- should be done today. 2 Cor. 6:2; Heb, 3:7,8.

- 1, Tomorrow is in the realm of the unknown. Prov, 27:1.

@ 2. Tomorrow is the fool's day. Jesus called one man a fool because he pla med
Cj bzg things for tomorrow at the expense of neglecting his soul 8oday. Ik, 12:
£

3 Now let's do a little soul-searching about the problem of tomorrow. .

a. What about the letter I was going to write Tom and Mary tomorrow? Now it
has been so long I am ashamed to write,

b. And what abowt wuhe thank you note I was going to write tomorrow to Sue?
She has been so thoughtful of me, Oh how time flleS—--—l'b has been =mix
months, ‘

_ C. What ever happened to that tomorrow I was going to beg:.n read:mg the Bible

_ everyday‘?

d. And what about that tomorrow I was going to visit gra.ndmother" She will not
be with us long.

e, What about my saying I would visit Henry in the hospital Lomorrow'p He is

. now well, but when he needed me I let tomorrow stand between us,

f. Then there was the tomorrow I was going to visit the new family that ‘moved
down the street and invite them to church. They are no longer new, It
has.been a year and I have never met them,

Ee And there was that tomorrow I was especially saving to begin attendlng
Sunday evening services. The years have passed and I am just a Sunday
morning attender,

h. And what about that tomorrow I was gomg to apologize to Pearl for the Wrong
I had done her? Now what was once no more tha.n an ant hill has become a

- towering mountain,

i. That bad habit was go:Lng to be broken tomorrow, but ‘that tomorrow has never
come and the habit is stronger than ever,

Jeo Tomorrow I was going to be a light in this old world; but because it tekes
effort to keep #il in the bowl and the globe shined, I have walted for a
day to come which seldom ever comes—-—tomorrow,

it ' f was &
L Poem—-——"Tomorrow :ﬁ %
UI /. W was going to be all that a mortal should be Tomorrow,
ﬁ// % e &W& No one would be better than he Tomorrow, EE ;Z:;) / ‘/é,
€z

My potand 2 Each morning he stacked up the letters he'd write Tomorrow. v
‘1’/“"' 7‘9’”‘”’“"“’ /A,f Tt was too bad indeed he was too bugy to see Bill, Ayt %

B¢ Y %ﬂw but hetd promised to _do :|.t Tomorro J W{ ‘? ‘u)ﬂ
B AL T e 2000 Ttomsrirr 7 ‘&‘W,«,—i’é/ D d b ks aed




IT. SOME OTHERS THAT HAVE HAD THE PROBL#EM . OF TIME,

A.

Be

Felix failed to overcome the problem of time.

1. Paul preached to him of "righteousness, temperance, and Judgment to come,™.
Acts 24:25a. >

2. Felix answer reveals that he failed to overcome this problem. Acts 24:25b.,

The foolish virgins were good women but they failed to solve¥ the problem of”

time, Time ran out on them before they completed their preparation. Mt. 25: 1—

i R =

TIT. WASTING TIME IS A PART OF OUR PROBLElM, SOME WAYS IN WHICH ONE MAY WASTE TIME ARE:

A,

Be
Ce

D,

Ee

Ge

He
I

Je
Ke

L.

Lack of application,

1. 1f we accomplish anything we must apply ourselves. Eccle.. 9:10, .

2. The child refuses to apply himself very long because he had rather play, but
adults are to put away this characteristic. 1 Cor. 13:11,

Reading cheap literature.

L1is The country is filled with cheap, unwholesome literature,

2. My duty is to think on higher and nobler things. Phils 4:8.

Unwholesome recration. : ‘ ’

1. The world is pleasure mad. 2 Tim. 3k

2, Everyone needs recraﬁtlon, but let's be sure it recreates.

Meditating on fanciful injuries is a very hurtful way to waste time, .

1, Carrying chips on the  shoulder takes time and strengbh that could be used
constructively,

2. Forget it. Leave vengeance to the Lord, Rom, 12:19,

Pondering past-mistakes, ‘ :

1. No accountable being is perfect and great men have made great mlstakes.

2. Paul forgot those things-behinds "Phil, 3:13. .

3, When God forgives he- forgets (Heb, 8:12) and so should we,

Many people waste time worrying about what msy happen in the future,

1. We need to have faith that enables us to believe all things will work out
for good. Rom, 8:28,

2. Here are three time-saving rules:
a, Turn loose of yesterday, for it is gone,
be Do not reach for tomorréw for it has not come,
c. Grab today for it is here.

Gossipi or lending ears to gossipers is a sinful way to squander tnmeL Lev.
19:16; Prov. 26:22. '

‘Some waste time by lying in bed longer thl is needful or helpful. Prov., 20:13,

ANOTHER DEVASTATION OF TIME is unusually long telephone conversations.

1, The telephone is one way an individual can mvddb your prrhvacy anytime they
like.

2. They can hold you to an unusually long telephone conversatioh.

Many people kill time by crucifying it on the cross of dlsorgan:x.zatlon. They

are always busy, but never seem to get anything done.

Time is also wasted through slow movements,

1, Paul wrote Timothy "to:come to him with all speed." Acts 17:15.

2. "Lincoln was known for many qualities, one of which was his wit. -On one
occasion he rented a horse and buggy to got to a town where he was scheduled
to make a political speech. The opposition conspired for him to get the
showest horse in the livery, thinking he would be late for the speech. When
Lincoln returned he said to the livery man, 'I suppose you keep this horse
for funerals.!' t'No, no', replied the owner, Lincoln continued, 'Well,

I'm glad to hear that; for if you did, the chances are you wouldn't get the
corpse to the cemetery in time for t.he resurrection,

3¢ I can save time by moving faster, provided I do it adv:.sedly.

Hesitaney in making decision will steal our time,

1. We are against making hasty decisions.

2. But the person who can never na.ke up his m:md is alwe.ys lagging behind.




THE CHRISTIAN GRACES ¢5
2 Pet, l:1=12.

)
w~

INTRODUCT ION ¢

L.
2e

Emphasize fact that he is writing to Christians. (Place these points on flannel)
Talk about the graces,

BISCUSSION:

I,

IT.

I1T.

Iv.

Ve

KNOWLEDGE

A. The knowledge referred to here is discrimination. It is gained by, and grows
out of, the practice of virtue, ’ '

Bs The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge. Prove 1:7.

C. If one can become a Christian by hearing one sermon (Acts 2) then progress is
needed,

Do Paul prayed that the Philippians! love might abound in knowledge and judgement.,

E. He again prayed that the Colossians might increase in knowledge, Col, 1:10,

F. Such knowledge comes by use of our senses, Heb. 5:1.

Ge Grow in grace and knowledge, 2 Pet, 3:18,

TEMPERANCE.,

A, Self-control,

B, Paul reasoned with Felix of righteousness, temperance and Jjudgment to come,
Acts 24:25, : :

Co A man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. 1 Cor, 9:25,

Do A part of the fruit of the Spirit is temperance. Gal, 5322,23,

E, Elders are to be temperate, Tit, 1:8,

PATTENCE.

Ae "The grace which enables us to bear afflictions and calamities .irith constancy
and calmess of mind, and with a ready submission to God's will,"

B. "It includes a positive resistance of evils and a stedfast bearing up under them,"

C. It is through faith and patience that we inherit the promise, Hebe 6:12.

D. Have need of patience, Heb, 10:35, ' '

Ee The husbandman and prophets are an example of patience., Jas. 5:7-10.

Fe Job is an exgmple of patience, Jas, 5:11l, ° : '

Ge Trials and tribulations work patience. Rom. 5:1=L; Jas. li:l-=l.

He The greatness of our hopes determines the extent of our parience, 2 Cor, 4:16-18;
Rom, 9:25; Rom, 8:18,

GODLINESS,.

A. "Denotes that reverence or respect for God which is the sincere feeling of the
heakt in view of His nature and character.m

Bs God-ward-ness, a state of mind which accepts God as the sole object of its
adoration and reverential respect, the central object of its trust, and the
infallible source of all religious responsibility. !

Coe The basis of patience is the holy reverence one has for God.cf. Moses Heb. 1L:27.

D, Paul said, "godliness id profitable,"l Tim, 4:7,8.

E, One develops godliness through Bible study (2 Tim., 2:15), meditation, worship.

BROTHERLY KINDNESS.

A, Godliness and brotherly kindness supplement each other.

Bs The reverence the Christian has for the Father can inspire him to an affectionate,
loving regard for the Fatherts children, : AT

Ce Love of God and love of our brethren are vitally connected. 1 Jn. L27=11,20,21;

'521,20

LOVE
A. 11 Cor. 13,
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THE PROBLEM OF EMPLOYMENT f)/§§

Intc 3

1. One of my daily problems is to make a 11v1ng. To do this I must be either self-employ™
ed or employed by others,

2, With most of us there is the necessity-or problem of labor; but without it, there are
more stressing problems,

3. Thus what may actually be considered a problem by some is a friend and preserver,

Lo Letts consider:

Dis,
T. THE BIBLE TEACHES THE NECESSITY OF LABOR. '
A, From the beginning God has appointed man a jobe. Gen. 2:15,
Be After man fell, the law of labor was renewed. Gen. 3:19. :
Ce Solomon used the ant as an object to teach us the urgency of labor. Prov., 6:6-8,
D. The law of labor is so fixed thato God says its either work or starve. 2 Thess, 3:10.
. 1, The bedt way to fight poverty is to go to work.
2. We must labor for what we have.
a. The cat likes the fish, but dreads the wadlng.
be We like gold, but hate the digging, "
E. There must be royalty in work for God worked. Gen. 2:2.
IT. MAN NEEDS EMPLOYMENT FOR HIS OWN GOOD.
A, Man needs employment for the strength of his mind and body.
le An unused muscle remains undeveloped and w1thers into helplessness,
2. An unused mind will remain undeveloped,
B. Man needs work, for it is work that helps to make the man.
2 1. While the farmer cultivates the crop, the crop cultivates the farmer.
2. Whatever one puts into his work is what goes into him. (Honesty or dishonesty; etc
C. You can never enjoy the sweetness of rest and sleep until you have tasted the -
bitterness of rigorous toil. Eceles 5:12, :
D, Unless one is engaged in constructive work, idleness may ensalve him to destructive
deedS ° » .
1. Some were not working and became busybodies at Thessalonia. 2 Thess. 3:11,
2. Some retired people blight their days with gossip, slander, hate, strife, etc.
III. WHAT ARE THE CHARACTERISTICS OF A GOOD WORKER?
A. The good worker sees not only what he does, but what it does for others.
1. I should see my little labor as a necessary part of the world's work,
2. It enhances one's feelings of accompllshment.
Be Bhe good worker is enthusiastic.
1. Do whatever you do with your might. Eccle, 9:10,
2. A banker once said, "There can be no substitute for brains, but if there could
be, it would be enthu51asm."
Ce. The good worker is one that is happy in his employment.
1. If you camnot be pleased with yoru job, find another.
2. A personnel man put the question to 100 men, "How many of you fellows are
thoroughly satisfied with your Jjob?"
a. Only five hands went up.
be "What's the matter?"™ he asked,
(1) "ot enough money."
(2) "I'm not interested in this kind of work."
(3) "I took this job until something better comes along."
3. It has been estimated thabt 75% of the American labor is not producing more than
50% of its capacity. (Lots of people are being overpaid whide they whine for
better jobs)
4o Paul had learned contentment (Phil. 4:11) and you can turn work into play, if
you. love your job.
5, "It's not doing the thing we like, but liking the thing we have to do that makes
1life happy."




D.

E.

Ge

The worthy worker is a diligent worker.
1. The hand of the diligent worker maketh rich. Prov. 10:4.
2. The slothful man can never succeed. Prov, 22:13, )
a., "Dan and Sam were two brother whose farms lay side by side, In the spring Dan
said, 'The weeds are coming, but weeds as well as grain are part of the

Creator'!s plan; so we must be resigned.," And he lay down for hisusual afternoon
nape

Sam said, 'I can be resigned only to what 1 cannot help." So he went to work and
ploughed and hoed until his fields were cleared of weeds.

You know the results. Sam prospered and Dan didn't. The years broadened the
differences between the two, Dan said, 'Why are you always propering, but I
am not? Tvery hing you do succeeds, whlle everything I do fails,"
b. He didn't know that to pull ahead you must used your head. He didn't know that
the trouble with success is it takes work, He didn't know that the 'Man of the
Hour' never watches the clock., He didn't know that while the successful man
tips his hat to past accomplishments, he takes off his coat to present dutles.
The good worker is honest.
1. Employees steal several million dollars worth of goods from their employers ‘each year.
2. Honesty is a most necessary quality. Rom. 12:17; BEx. 20:15; Eph. 4:28,
3. Honesty requires that I give an honest day's work for an honest day's pay to my
employer.
L. Honesty also requires that my employer not expect more of me than he willing to pay
for it.
The good worker is productive,.
1. There will always be a demand for a productive worker. :
2, Jesus exemplied this prn_nc:lple when he cursed the fig tree that didn't bear, Mte. 2119
The good worker hses his mind to ¥ improve his work.
1. There will always be a place for the person who thinks,
2. "Think" should be placed before each mind,
3. "Why He Failsh

"There's many an industrious man
Who never gets ahead,
Because he does not tn:_nk or plan,
But trusts to luck instead.
Het's not a slacker or a shirk,
This plodder in life's grind;
But though he always minds his work,
He never works his mind.

Conclusione

1,
e

The problem of employment is an everyday problem, "

The good worker is like a good watch: Open face, busy hands, pure gold, well x_*egillated
and wound up.
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FATTH, AND VIRTUE ’l"ﬁéb
2 Pet, 1:5

Int.

1, Do you truly want to go to heaven and live with God throughout eternity? I trust that
each one will answer yes to this question. Yes, T want to go more than anything else,

2. The Bible clearly reveals that we can know that "we are making our calling and election
sure! and that God has revealed unto us how to receive "an abundant entrance into the
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,." ( 2 Pet, 1:10,11 )

3, "And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtueees."

Lo Place on a flameboard the steps in becoming a Christian and show that faith is the
foundation out of which all the others come,

Dise
T, FAITH IS THE FOUNDATION.
A, Faith is firm, unshaken confidence, conviction or belief in the truth of a proposition,

a person, statement based upon testimony concerning them, Heb. 11l:1,

Be Faith is essential. o

1. Our hearts are purified by faith, #,/4/%

2. Sanctified by faith, Acts 26:18

3o The Just live by faith. Rome L1:17

Lo Justified by faith, Rome 3:28; 5:1

5. Stand by faiths Rome 11:20

6. Walk by faith 2 Core 5:7 )

7o Overcome the world by faith. 1 Jne 5:4

Ce It is out this foundation that we are to supply virtue,
II. ADD TO YOUR FAITH VIRTUE,
K. Virtue Definied,

1, "The virteous person has come to mean to us a person withdrawn from the dirty
world and all sinful ideas, While it includes all that it includes more than
negative goodness." ( Ministert!s Monthly, Vol. No. 4, Dec. 1957)

2+ "Tt means Christian manliness and active courage in the good fight of faith."

( Pulpit Commentary, Vole 22, Ps 4) ‘
3¢ "Virtue which faith supplies is courage and soul viger, the manliness and the
determination to do that which is righte" ( Woods) )

lys "The Labin word vir means a man or a hero; and the Tatin word virtus meant the
special quality of the man or the hero." )

a, To be manly was to be virtuous; to be virtuous was to be manly.
be The Greek word conveyed the same conception, ’

5, Bub when we speak of manliness in the Christian sense we are talking about
manliness after the type introduced by Jesus Christ. ’

a, Tt is not the Greek or Roman type of manliness which was a life of gelf-

_ assetrtion, of mere courage, or of the tendency which says the race is to the

swift and the battle to the strong.

be It is that kind of life which:
(1) Realizes itself in service,
(2) Spends itself in saving otherse ]
(3) Has as its ideal the life of Him who when he was reviled, reviled not

_ againeee »
Be Virtue is faith in enerpetic action, _

1, We employ the word in this sense when we say there is virtue in a medicine to
cure a particular disease, ‘

2, On one occasion when a woman touched the hem of the Lord!s garment he rimmediately
knowing in himself that ¥irtue ( he was conscious of hifeees"fMke 52:30%

3, The faith that works is energetic actione Jase 2:14~26, .

L. "Bveryone remembers the well-worn tale of the pious lady of Vermont in the Un1§ed
States, the view from whose window was blocked by a rocky hill, and who determined
to test the promise to faith that it should be removed and cast into the sea.
And, according to her lights, she prayed and prayed the night through, tell the

2



Davm peeped in at the window, and there was the hill unmoved, "Ahl" she said,’
njust as I expected " But there came along that way a prospecting engineer,
with his instruments and chain measures and dumpy leveller, and examined that-
hill and accurately measured it. It was in the way of a new railroad, and he
expressed his firm faith that it could be removed. The Company at his back
adopted his’ fgith, and he added to his faith virtue in the shape of twe
thousand navvies, and in a few months that hill was removed, If he had had
no faith, he would not have put on the navvies; and if he had not put on the
navvies his faith would have been uninfluential and inactive, He added to his
faith virtue; he added to his orthodoxy activity.; he added to his creed
conduct; he added to his conviction action, His faith was as the grain of
musbard seed, which, when the life or substance is awakened within, moves what,
in comparison with its size, are literally mountaines. And so the engineer
removed the mountain that resisted the preyer, unmixed with action, of the
Christian lady of Vermontg ) :

C. Virtue is often translated courage -manly courage — determination to do what

is right, : '

1, In the French Revolution, Lafayette was dismissed from the Army, declared an
exile and a price was placed on his head, This great hero was captured
while trying to escape to America and was imprisoned in Germany. He was
offered freedom if he would join in a plot against France., Even though ill

and threatened with a long confinement should he refuse to cooperate,
Lafayette boldly replied: tNeverl I am still Lafayette,"

2. There are many examples of the same type of moral, manky courage in the
Bibles ¥
a, Joséph had the courage to say No when tempted by Potiphas wife, Gen. 39:

7= '

be Ruth had such courage to leave her home and stay with her mother-in-law,
" Ruth 1:16-18, | ’

ce Daniel manifested the same type of courage on two different occasions.
" Dane 1:8; Dan. 6:10, :

d, Shadrach, Meshack, and Abednego refused to bow down to the golden image.
" Dane. 3:16~18, '

8. The apostles refused to quit preaching Christ even though facing death.

Acts 4:19,20; 5:29, :

3. There are many occasions when virtue, real courage is needed by the
Christian, ’ '

a, It takes real manhood to confess oneself wronge -

(1) David said, " I have sinned against the Lord." 2Sam, 12:13.

(2) Few scenes in English history are more touching than the one which
closed the long struggle between Edward I and the barnons over the
Charter," when Edward stood face to face with his people in
Westminister Hall, and, with a sudden burst of tears, owned
himself frankly in the wrong."

(3) The prodigal son gained his manliness, not lost it, when he said,
"Father, I have sinned.se" (- Lks 15:21) .

be Young people, it takes far more courage to stay with convictions, when
called "chicken" than to do what you are dared to doe

ce Young lady, you need moral courage to say No to the temptation to
surrender your virginitye

de It takes real courage today to stand firm on absolute truth when the
majority says there is no absolute truth.

© CONCLUSTON
1. "Once in Northern India a detachment of soliders were led against a band of
robbers who had entrenched themselves in a strong position at the head of a



55 Coa s
narrow gorge. The troops were marching adong the valley between the steep sides, when a
sergeant and elewen men separated from the rest by talking then wrong side of the ravine.
The officer in command signalled them to return. They, however, mistook the signal for
a command to charge. For a moment they looked up the rocky heights, and saw their
ememies above the ramparts. Then with a ringing cheer they clambered up the steep side,
At the top were seventy robbers, sheltered behind a breastwork. It was a desperate
encounter, but aginst such odds it could not Last long. Six fell on the spot - the eest
were hurled backward into the depths below, Wow it was a custom in that nation when any
of their bravest fell in battle to distinguish the most valiant by a thread tied round
the wrikt - a thread of red or green silk, red denoting the greatest courage. Some
litbtle time afterwards the English troops found the twelve bodies stark and gashed, but
round the wrist of each was tied the scarlet thread - the distinction of the hero. 3o,
even amongst a wild and savage robber horde, bravery, the bravery of an enemy, is a thing
to be reverenced and honoured.". (. The great ‘texts of the Bible = P, 165-166)

2. I challenge you today to truly pledge yourself to the Lord and " add to your faith
virtue® because it is really needed,






THEPROBLEM OF INDIVIDUAL LEADERSHIP ‘ 1¥Q}y

Int.

T. In every congregation there is the leadership of eldrs, deacons, teachers and various
committees, but there is also the leadership of the individual,

2. My chief problem i#) with myself,
a. What others may de in this realm will not solve my problem of doing some leading.,
be L must forge ahead regardless of what otheps may do.

3. BEvery congregation needs capable and enthusiastic group leadershlp, but, perhaps, the
most crying need is self-initiated activity.

Disa
I. THERE ARE MANY EXAMPLES OF INDIVIDUAL LEADERSHIP IN THE BIBLE,
A, Joszgh of Arimathea stands out as a noble example of personal leadershlp. Mte 27%
5=
1., When Jesus was crucified there was a need for his body to be buried and Joseph
filled the need,
2. It took foresight, determiration and courage. ’
3. His was not the work of a group or the fulfillment of an assignment.
Le It may be ?hat other disciples thought about it, but only Joseph did it.
. Be Tt was Andrew s individual leadership that directed Simon Peter’ to Jesus, dJn., 1:
UL,424 -
1. No committee gave Andrew this job, but he saw the opportunity and did it.
2. The Great Commission{lMt. 28:19,203 requires personal leadership in soul-winninge
3, God's chain reaction plan will work but it demands personal initiative,
Ce The individual members-of the church in Jerusalem exerted leadership in spreading
the gospel, ’
1, A painful persectuion scattered them abroad, dut they went everywhere preachung.
Acks 8:L.
2. This took leadership and they had it.
3. If there is enough inward compulsion, the outward manifestations we call in-
itiative will follow.
a. The word of God shut up in Jeremian's bones as a burning fire compeIled him
to speak the words of God. Jer, 20:8,9%
b, His word "in mine heart as a burning flre shut up in my bones will compel ne
to seek the lost whether I'm on a commiittee or not.
c. When the heart is running over, there is no place for it to ‘go exectp
through the eyes or mouth---~tears or words. Mt., 12:3k.
A, This explains the most effective and dynamic program of evangelism the world
has ever known----individual. leadership. : '
D, A couple showed individual leadership in teaching a preacher. Agtd 18 :24-26.
1l. Aguilla and Priscilla taught Apollos.
2, This was not a group effort or a project planned by the elders. It was rather

the work of a couple who saw their duty and did it withotu consulting flesh and
blood,

3. This was a work which required?*

a, Concern and they manifested it.

b. Love and they showed it.

c. Knowledge and they taught it.

d, Sacrifice and they made it.

e, Self-reliance and they demonstrated it.

f. Leadership and they had it. '
F. The Good Samariatan individually led in relieving human suffering. Ik. 10:30-37.
F, Cornelius led in getting a group together to hear the word of God. Acts 10:24.

TL. EXAMPLES OF INDIVIDUAL LEADERSHIP OUTSIDE THE BIBLE,

K. The Tirst church ever established in Fort Worth, Texas, was the Lord's church and it
was the result of individual leadership. Fort Wbrth was a small village when Broe.
Dean rode into the village with a pistol in one saddle bag and a Bible in the other,
He worked as a harvest hand during the day and preached to the settlers at night.




When the harvest was over he rode away leavin
souls,

B. BRO. Leroy Brownlow conducted his first gospel meeting when he was eighteen and
had been a Christian less than a year. He was not called by a church to hold
it but took it on his own in this little community. He borrowed song books and.
benches, He made signs of cardboard and crayola, At the end of ten days 14
had been baptized into Christ., Individual leadership,

C. The Paradise Orphan Home at Farmington, Ky. is the result of the individual .
leadership of a family---~the Murdock family,

ITT. SOME PREREQUISITES OF LEADERSHIP.
A, You to lead, 4
1, Now this may sound simple, but its a profound truth,
2. "You cannot lead where you do not go,
You can't tell what you do not know,"
B. Knowledge, : :

" 1. Bach Christian is commanded to add to his virtue, kmowledge. 2 Pet, 1:5,
2 We should be ready to give an answer for our hepe, 1 Pet, 3:15, ‘
3. "Zeal without knowledge id dangerous, just as knowledge without zeal is use-

less.M s
Wisdom——~—=certainly enough to know the difference between forcing and leading.

o A boy scout who was battered and bruised was asked by the scout master.what

" happened, He stated that he had tried to help an old lady across the street,

""But what caused to get hurt?" He replied "She didn't want to goLM"
2. Jesus said if people wi.rl not iet you .ead them, then don't force them.lest
~ you cast pearls before swine, Mt, 10:lh; 7:6, .
Ds Conviction, ’ ’

L. Paul said, "I believed, and therefore have spoken." 2 Cor. L:13.

2+ Great leaders have always been men and women of great convictions.
E. ViSiono

le If T lead them I must have the ability to see what needs to be done,

2. "Where there is no vision, the people perish." Prov, 29:18,

Fo Sacrifice., It costs to lead others and no one can be a leader without paying it.
G. Courage.

1, Tt takes courage to push ahead,

2. Fear, overcaution has been the cause of many a defeat., Cf, Eccle. il:h.
He A tough skin,

1. One who leads must take criticism, most of which will be destructive and
unjust. ) '
a. If you lead the band, you must face the music,

b. The greater the leader, the greater the criticism, so it may be a compli-
ment to be criticized.
Ce Criticism is sure to come so just keep a few things in mind, .
(1) Be sure you're right and go ahead because you will be criticized right
or wWrong.

(2) Bome of your critics will be .those that are doing the least and hate
to see others working, .
(3) Some of them will be evil people and such will not make you evil,

2. As Harry Truman once said, "If you can't stand the heat boys, then get out
of the kitchen,"

g a little congregation of eight

C.

Conclusion,

1. Beloeved, the problem of individual Jeadership is an everyday problem,

2. Be a part of the organized work of the church, but look for opportunities to1be in-
dividual leaders also."
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THE PROBLEM OF CONTRARY WINDS

:Mark6:h8

INTRODUCTION ¢

L.

This was an actual experience of the early d1301ples on a literal sea. Reverse winds
necessitated more "toiling in rowing."

2 God knows best,
as He gave us the winds for the distribution of heat and rainfall.
b, If the heat from the sun stayed where it fell, the equatorial region would be too
hot for life and the northern regions would be locked in eternal frost,
3¢ We cannot have winds however without having them sometimes’ for us and sometlmeo
against us, but this keeps life from being dull and boresome,
Qe Change makes life more interesting and struggle makes man stronger.
be In countries where the least effort is required for man's survival, he has had
the least initiative, lowest ambition and made the slightest progress.
DISCUSSTION ¢
I, WE HAVE TO ROW AGATNST CONTRARY WINDS.

As Man still has to battle contrary winds, '
L. Man must face elements in the material world and wrestle with the forces of
evil in the moral and spiritual world., Eph. 6:12.
2. God permits the winds to blow stopnlnc them occasionally lest man be overcomes
1 Cor. 10:13. '
Be There is no escape from opposing winds 31mply by becomlng a Christian as God'
children in all ages had to face them,
1, Joseph. ' )
a. Joseph was sold into slavery by envious brothers (Gen. 37:28) - thlngs
going wronge
b. As a slave his name was ruined by a conspiring woman (Gen. 39: 7—20) -
things were getting worses
c. But God was preparing him for a great purpose (Gen. 41:38-41) opposing
s ; winds were driving him in the right direction, but he didn't know 1ﬁ.
2e Paul
a., He had to battle dlscouraglng forces. (2 Cor. 11:24-27),
be But he declared that they happened for good, )Phil, 1:12).
Ce Adverse winds discipline use
1. Having plans to go astray teach us to depend more on God. Jas. 4213=15,
2¢ God knows we need chastisement for our good. Heb., 12:11,
Do Negative circumstances try mants faith.
1., Abraham was tried when he offered Isaac. Heb, 11:17.
2 Through this trial God knew that Abraham feared him. Gen. 22:12.
B. Opposing winds provide an opportunity for our greatness (if we have it) to shine
as gold, Job:
l. The greatest of all the men of the east, Job, ltl=le
2. On a certain day he lost all, Job. 1:13-19. He had been great all alone a
deeper and nobler greatness began to shine like pure gold., Job. 1:20,21,
3. He was afflicted with sore boils and had to contend with his wife, Job., 2:9,10,
Lo His friends chided him, .
5 H e said, "ihen he had tried me, T shall come forth as gold," Job. 23:10.
e Contrary winds can strengthen us bV calling for more fortitude,
l. God permits things to be fixed against us to teach us to set ourselves
against them,
2. Moses had to go through a period of struggle for his great task.
3e An easy liver is like a mushroom, which, growing up in a night, is but a
pulpy thing.
e But the osk and there a men like that. Psa. l:1=3,



IT,. SOME DISTRESSING WINDS WE MUST MUIET,
Ae Betrayal by supposed friends,
1, Judas betrayed the Lord, Mt, 26:1Lff,
2¢ The disciple is not above his Master. Mt, 10:24,
Be Persecution by enemies,
l. This is another opportunity.
2¢ We camnot control the conduct of others, but we can control our own conduct,
Mto 5 lF}-I-o
Ce Lying tongues which hurt you in all phases of your life,
1. "Where there is smoke there is a little fire" O Oh, no, there was a lot. of
smoke about Jesus, Paul, ebeo, but no fire at all,
2. Lying tongues is an annoy1ng experience,
Ds Financial backsets,
l. Loss of job, failure to get a promotion, etc,
2e¢ If I cannot do what I wish, then I must wish to do what I can.
3. The Christian is helped by Ik, 12:15. »
Le A bank president lost every perny during the Great Depression, Did he give up?
He bought a few suits and began to peddle from door to door. He gradually
grew and became rich.
F. An accident whiclh brings physical and financial injury.
k 1., It can teach us patience., Phil. 4:11.
2. It can bring new resolves, Phil. 3:13.
F'e Loss of health,
l. TLost health can be regained,
2¢ If not it can help us learn to live with the ailment. IIT Jne 2.
Ge Dlsapp01ntments of various kinds,
: Paul, 1 Thess., 2:18,
He Death of a loved one,
1. Death is appointed, Heb. 9:27,
2o We find balm in Job's words. Job, 1:21.
3. We also find a strong resolve in David!s words, 2, Sam, 12:23,

ITT. FAITH IS SOMETIMES LOST WHEN THINGS GO WELL,
Ao There is danger of losing faith when things go well. Psa. 55:19, . '
Be One of the disadvantages of good times can be forgetfulness of God., Cf. Lk, 12:16-20,
é, Another is pride and self-sufficiency. Prov. 16:18,

CONCLUSTION ¢
1. Stormy winds cause the anchor to take a stronger érip.

2+ No matter whichway the winds blcw, I can set my sails so it will be an advantage,

3« "Then whatsoever wind doth blow
My heart is glad to have it so:
And blow it east or blow it west,
The wind that blows, that wind is best "
Caroline A, Mason,
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THE PROBLEM OF SELF-IMPRISONMENT
Jn. 8:32; Acts 22:28--

Inb.
T. It can be said of every American "I was free-born" but are we really free?
a. It seems strange that free people would imprison themselves, but millions have.
b. There are meny prisons besides the ones made of. stone and iron bars.
(1) "Stone wa'ls do not a prison make, nor iron bars a cage."
(2) One of the characters of Charles Dickens expressed it correctly when- he said,
. T wear the chain I forged in life," :
2, Let's consider some Of our self-made prisons.

Dise
I. THE PRISON OF INFIRIORITY. . : .
K. This is an exaggerated sense of inadequacy and it fosters a feeling of defeat,
Be A1l of us at times have to fight the feeling of inferiority. The self-assertive
person is no exception, in fact, he may be the worst.
Ce The feeling of insufficiency is certainly no proof that one is incapable,
D. We can tear down those prison walls of inferiority we have built around ourselves.
1. To do so, we cannot submit to them. Paul refused to submit to his thorn in the
flesh, but fought a good fight. 2 Tim. 4:7.
2, When we are threatened with the feelings of inferiority we need to take our
problem to God &n prayer.
a. Nehemiah and his followeds faced enough ridicule to give anyone inferiority
feelings but they went to God in prayer. WNeh. L:l-l.
b. In everything pray. Phil. 4:6. _
3, We need to engage in positive thinking, trusting in the Lord to help us. Psa.
L6:1; 9¥:17; 2 Core 4:13; Phil, A4:13.
II. THE PRISON OF SELF=SATISFACTION.
A. Self-satisfaction has become for many people the self-made prison which has restricted
their activities,

1., Self-satisfaction is a kind of living death—=--no climbing, growth or improvement.
2. Some people cannot be any better because they do not want to be any different.
Rev. 3:17.

B. Most people are satisfied if they live up to the standards and demands of the average

1. The Bible teaches "Seek that ye may excel." 1 Cor. 14:12,

2, The average is the midway mark, but we must try to get a#mﬁb%he average.

3., Here is a ball and chain for each ankle:

a, "I am doing as well as the other fellow."
b. "Why should I be expected to do better than the average."
11T, THE PRISON OF SUPERSTITITION.
A, Many people in the land of the free are held in the bondage of superstitition,

1, When Fiiday the 13th comes, the world has to stand still for them.

2, If a black cat crosses their path, all special activities are cancelled for that
day.

3, If they break a mirror it is a bad omen of trouble and they feel they must go to
bed to prevent it.

B. Superstitibn has reached such proportion that the American people are spending over
$125,000,000 every year patronizing the various forms of it.

1. Almost half of the American people believe in some form of fortune telling.

2, Instead of going to the Bible for guidance (Psa. 119:105) they allow life to be
shaped by a certain day, a black cat, a ladder, abroken mirror or a toothless old
lady in a dirty tent.

C. We are commanded to remain free of superstition and other fables. 1 Time. 4:7.
Ds In proportion to our-belief in God's running this world, we are freed from super-

stition, Acts 17:24328; 2 Tim. 1:12,




IV, THE PRISON OF RESTLESSNESS.
A. A generation of bewildered, perplexed people pace their prison like a lion in a
cage-—--a casuabglance at our society reveals this,
1. Giving oneself to intoxicants is the futile search for a restless people to
find release,
2. Gambling is another manifestations of unrest.,
3. Our vision of greener pastures across the fence is Hften an illusion created
by our own restlessness,
L There are as many-as 25,000 sulcldes some years in America,
Be How do we solve this unlversal problem of unrest.,.
1. We must understand the true design of living. We are not here Jjust to eat
drink and be merry, but the spirit must have communion with God. Eccle, 12:13,
2. We must give ourselves to a cause bigger than ourselves, Mt, 5:5; 11:28; Phil,

LsTe
3. We must have an approving conscience. Acts 24:16,

Lhe We must quit thinking so much about ourselves and start thlnklng about others.
2 Cor. 8:9.

Conclusion.,

l. One of my daily problems is to remain free of self-lmprggaﬂeﬁfzofzgiéf:fw
2. Whatever that entails is my dally JOb.
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THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST W 995
Rets 1:ll; Rev, l37=r= A !

N Introduction.

The second coming of Christ was a cardinal truth with the apostles;
one they ever kept before the early Christians., It was the firm belief
in, and ever looking forward to his coming, that sustained them through
many difficulties. Likewise, it needs to be vividly impressed upon our
minds.,

Discussion,.

\ T. CHRIST IS COMING THE SECOND TIME.
A. He said He was,
1. Matt, 24:42--"know not what hour your Lord doth come.,"
5. Matt., 25:27--"and them at my coming..."
Paul tauecht ite=-l Cor. 1:7; 15:23; 1 Thess, 2:19; 5:3; 4:15; 5:25;
2,TheSsv.2317%

w

C. James taught it--James 5:7.
D, John--1 John 2:28.
E. Peter--2 Pet., 3:12.
II. NATURE OR MANNER OF HIS COMING.
A, Suddenly--1 Thess. 5:3.
B, In an hour when men think not--Matt, 24:44,
G§ Visible,
1, Come as he left--Acts 1l:1l,
2, Every eye shall see him--Rev, 1:7--(This does away with the
theory that one or two see him.)
D. As a thief in the night--L:Thess, 5:2; 2 Pet. 3:10.
y E. Audibly----John 5:28: 1 Thess, 4:16.
'\ P, Accompanied by angels---Matt,.25:31; Matt, 13:40-41.
Go In flaming fire--2 Thess., 1:7,8, :

III. PURPOSE OF HIS COMING. .
A. It is not to set up an earthly kingdom. (Premillenial theory false
because: )
1, Bhrist's kingdem net ef this world--John 183256 :
2, Christ's kingdom already been established--Mk, 9:3; “ots 1129
Acts 2:1,47,
3, His secend ceming will mark the end ef his reign and not the be=-
giming--1 Cor. 15:24-28,
4, Ne scripture reveals Christ will ever set foot on earth again,
B. Te raise the dead--John 5:28,29; 1 Cor, 15:51ff; Phil, 852021,
C. Judgment--Matt, 25:31; Rev, 20:11; 2 Tim, dsls 2 Corg DilD,
1. Righteous rewarded--Matt. £5:34.
2, Wicked punished--Matt, 25:41.
B, @ther events are:
1. Destruction of heaven and earth--2 Pet. 3:10-12,
2., All things made manifest--1 Cor. 4:5; 1 Tinm, Bt24,285,
IV. ATTITUDES ABOUT HIS COMING.
‘ A. Some scoff at the idea--2 Pet., 3:3,4., No new thing:
1. Noah and the flood--Gen. 6.
2. Lot--Gen, 19:14. X
3. Men scoff now, as they did then, because such a thing has never
happened before.
B.:Unconcern and indifference--Matt, 24:37-39,
-1, In the days before the flood mer went about their business un-
concerned., :
.9, Such conditions do prevail, and will be prevailing, when Christ
comes agdin, :
C. The faithful will welcome his coming--2 Pet. F:135s 2 Timy 417588
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THE PROBLEM OF SELF-DISCOVERY

2 Cors 1335
TNTRODUCTION ¢

L. Self-discovery is a big and personal problem.
2. IBach needs to discover himself,

3« The need is more common than many suppose.

e Most people seem to have a very imperfect comceptlon of what they really are,
5 Lett's consider:

DISCUSSION :
I, SOME WHO FAILED TO SEE THEMSELVES AS THEY WERE:
@ Ae David, one of the all~time greats, marked his life with a fallure to see himself
as he Wase
1. Tell the story of David's sin with Bathsheba and other deeds connected.
2 Sam. 1l.

2. God then sent Nathan to David and in the story that Nathan told, David
discovered himself and confessed his sin, "I have sinned agalnst the
Lord," (2 Sam, 12:13)

3+ The moral for us is: We may have many wonderful and noble traits and still
need to discover ourselves,

B. The Pharisee who went up to the temple to pray did not see his true state,
Luke 18:10-1J
l. The Pharisee went to brag on himself and thank God he wasn't -like others,
2, The Publican knew himself and said, "God be merciful to me a sinner,"

Ce The members of the church at Laodicea had a gressly perverted view of
themselves, (Reve 3:14=17.)

IT. SOME WHO DISCOVERED THEMSELVES.

A. The chief butler, made famous by Joseph and Joseph's dreams, saw his faulty
life. Gene 41:9.

Bs Isaiah got a more vivid and realistic view of self when he saw hlS sinful
nature in contrast with God!s holy nature., Isa. 6:5.

Ce Peter found himself in the most painful. -

1. Jesus told his disciples that all of them would be offended because of him.
Mt. 26331,

2. Peter showed that he dldn't really know himself when he denied that he
would, Mte 26:33,

3. Peter really found himself and his weakness through a base denial of the
LOI’do I\‘ﬁ::o 26:69ff0
Le We may fall when we think we are strong. 1 Cor. 10:12,
De The Prodigal Son.
1. The prodigal son pictured himself as an enterprising young man who could
make his own way in the world without anyone's help. Lk, 15:11ff.,
2. The Bible says, "And when he came to -himself" Lk. 15:17. (He really saw
. himself as he was,) ’
IIT, SELF-DECEPTION IS THE MAIN HINDLRANCW TO SELF-DISCOVERY,Jers 17:9; Gal. 6373 Jas 1 2]&
1 Jn. l.jﬂ SOME WAYS WE DECEIVE OURSELVES AND THUiiiﬁlL TO DISCOVER OURSELVES:

SOORUM & PEASE “N

A. The commen and comfortable practice of looking @f the sins of others instead
of our own.
1. "There was an elderly man who often wore a coat patched with many colors.
He said the patches on the side represented the sins of his neighbors
When asked about the patches on his back, he replied, they represent my
sins, but they are where I can't see them,"
2. It's easy to see the faults of others, but we seldom see our own,
4, The spendthrifts can give a great sermon on the sins of the miser,
be Jesus said something on this subject, Mbt. 7:3=5,
Be Another deceitful exercise which hinders self-discovery is the measurement of
ourselves by others who are weaker and less fortunate.




1. The Corinthians measured themselves by themselves.2 Cor. 10:12,
a. One can't discover self if he spends all his time trying to cover
self with a false standard,
be I am what I am, no matter what others may be,
2. Here is the true measurement.,

de G'al 6 l{..
be I must daily prove or test myself by the true standard of Christ and
his word. -

c. "Just go to the mirror and look at yourself,
And what the man has to say;
For it isn't your father, or mother, or wife,
Who judgment upon you must pass.
The fellow whose verdict counts most in life
Is the one staring back from the glass,m Author unknowm
C. We are hindered from self=discovery by assuming virtues which are not our owm.,

1., Here is a man who takes pride in his family, but what has he done to meke
his family name great and honerable?

2., Here is another man who prides himself upon belonging to a large active,
and. generous church, but what has he done to make it thus?

3o A man is not honorable because he has an upright family; neither is he an
active and generous Christian just because he has membership in a live
and liberal congregation.

D, e deceive ourselves by disgulsing our sins with new names.

1. You havé seen.thé covebtods man who labeled his sin "thrift." .

2. You have seen the stingy man who refused to give to the church who called
it humidity - he was too "humble" to let anyone see him give more than a
nominal sume!

3. There is the person who neglects the worship services, but boasts that he
or she is a Christian everyday in the week.

Le The drunkard is not a drunkard, but sick.

5. The murderer is mot a murderer but mehtally ill,

6, The delinquent boy and girl are not delinquent, but the parents are responsib...

B, §,1f-discovery is hampered by the gratifying deciet of changing the Lowm of ocur
5ins,

1, The Bible says "Thou mhalt not kill™ (Ex, 20: 13) Man thanks God he is nob
a murderer, but he hates an enemy and hopes a car will run over him, It
is still murder. 1 Jne 3:15.

2. Another says "Thank God, I am not a thief 1t t,he holds sup others N /
for goods and services, Prov. 22222, / %} - flclid 4,,“ ’é “ﬂ%

3, One thanks God he is not an adultere ecause e has not fommitted the
actual act, but he lusts after a woman. M. 5:28.

CONCLUSTON s

Q} I should dally and dilig enbl;) strive to discover myself, but I tell on myself
whether 1 see myself or not.

(2) T should be honest with myself and try to see myself because I am what I am
‘amd what I will be my destiny. Gale 6:7,8.

@ The time for self-examination is short. All will eventually be made knovn.
1 Tim, 5:24,25.



GOD OPTIS DOORS 2475
Acts 1L 27————m

Tntroduction, -
T. "And when they were come, and had gathered the church together, they rehearsed all
that Cod had done with them « « " (Text) s
a. The church at Anbioch had sent Barnabas and Saul on the first missionary Journey,
Acts 13:1-3. ' =
b. What did Paul rehearse to the church at Antioch?
(1) He told them about the -expergence at Paphos with Elymas the sorcerer and Ser-
gius Paulus. 13:4-13. ' ’ '
(2) He rehearsed how they preached at Antioch and how the Jews rejected, bulb many
Gentiles -accepted, Acts 13:14-52. ' ‘ ' '
(3) He told how the Jews stirred up the Gentiles at Iconium and they escaped stoning
only by fleeing to Lystra and Derbe. 14:1-7.
(1) They healed a cripple at Lystra and the people abt first thought théy were
gods, but later the Jews persuaded the people who stoned Paul,  14:8-20.
(5) They returned to the places where they had preached and appointed elders in
every church, 14:21-26,
2, Paul also told them "how he (God) had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles."
3. Let!s consider: i | :

Discussion,
T. ALL THAT GOD HATH DONE WITH ME DURING THE RECENT CAMPAIGN IN BERMUDA.
. This is essential because you sent me and deserve to know the value of your support.
B. There were 9 women, two elders and 18 preachers that worked in the campaign,
besides the local members.
Ce Theisland itself:
1. Tb is 21 miles long-——-5 miles wide at widest point---2 or 3 hundred feet at
narrow point.
2. It has a population of 50,000 made up of Inglish, lAmericans, Portuguese, Negros
etc.
3. The religions on the idland are many-——--all the way from the Church of Ingland
which is the state religion to the followers of Garner Téd Armstrongs
Lo The people are very religious, very helpful and very courteous,
D. Our program:
1. The first day we spend on and off of a bus touring the island which proved
very enjoyable and profitable,
2. On Thursday, Friday and Saturday we called on every house on the island leaving
brochures and inviting people to the meeting.
3, On Sunday I taught the adult class and Wayne Nmwons preached., We had 1) re-
storations and 1 baptisms
Le On lMonday through Saturday we met at 9:00 for devotion and assignments.
The remainder of each day was spent in visibing and studying wit'. those the
attended the night before., Relate some of the studies.
5, Our services each night begin at 7:30 and lasted from 1% to 2% hours,
6. The meeting ended with 19 baptisms and 18 restorations, bhree being baptized
at 12:15 before we left at 2:00,
II. GOD OPENS DOORS OF OPPORTUNITIRS.
1. Paul told the ohurch at Antioch how God had "opened the door of faith unto the
Gentiles !
1. The figure of a "door" is used a number of places in the Bible,
a, Jesus said "I am the door of the sheep." Jn. 10:7. ’
b. Paul said "a great door and effectual is opened unto me. 1 Cor. 16:8,%
¢. A door was opened for Paul at Troas. 2 Cor. 2:12,
d. Paul asked the Christians at Colossee to pray that "god would open unto us
a door of utterance." Col. 4:3.
e. The Lord told the church at Philadebphia "I have set before thee and open
door." Rev. 3:8,




2. Paud wos called to preach to the Gentiles and God opened the door as he went forth,
Acts 26:16-18.

Be Some doors that God has oepened through this effort. .
le A door of opportunity to reach the Portuguese people. (Tell about the service,
the results and future plans,) o
2+ Doors were opened into many homes which will result in salvation to many souls,
3+ A door is dpen to this congregation to engage in future campaggns by sneding an
elder, deacon, qualified member or preacher,
he A door of realization was opened to me personally,
(1) a realization of need of special study in some areas. (Came through certain
studies, . : :
(2) A realization of how there are people who have never heard the simple trubhs
which you and I teke for granted, (The old blind colored man who listened

with such avid interest and then said, "I never knew that before" or "We never
- had that explained before,m

Conclusion.

l. God is still opening doors thatwe can enter, but we)muét lest fhey be closed.
2+ God will still use us if we will allow him to guide and control our lives.



LT

THE PROBLIM OF SELF*TMPROVE! TNT

Introductione

T. We have the daily challenge to improve ourselves and develop more beautiful and
beneficial lives. 2 Cor. 3:18; Heb. 6:1; 1 Pet. 2:1,2,
2. Bach scripture calls for a conscious effort self-improvement.
a. Few things remain static, including character.
be I must pull myself up thorugh purposeful and conscious efforts or aimlessly allow
myself to be pulled dovm by the care and forces surrounding me.
3. Let'!'s considers

Discussion, .
I, WAYS AND MEANS OF SELF=IMPROVEILINT, 4&“927
A. Self-discovery is a prerequisite to selféézzgg;éry, which was discussed in our last
lesson.

B. Reading the Bible everyday encourages personal excellence,
1. The most revealing agency in self-discovery---essential to self-improvement—-—-
is God's word, which is described as a mirror of the soul, Jas. 1:23=25,
2+ The word of God is a sword which cubs and pricks the heart. Heb. 4:12; A, 2:37.
3. The Bible is like a fire which refines and a hammer which pulverizes. Jer. 23:29.
Le The word of God is both milk and meat. 1 Cor. 3:1,2; Heb. 5:12-14; 1 Peb, 2:2,
5. There is tremendous productive power in readint the Bible every day. Psa., 1l:1-3,
6. An elderly woman once said she had read the Bible thpeugh 14 times and each time
for the specific purpose of seeing if there was anything God commanded her to do
that she wasn't doing.
7. Great men have spoken of the merits of the Bible,
a. Horace Greeley---"It is impossible to mentally or socially enslave a Bible
reading people,'
be George Washington---"It is impossible to rightly govern the world without God
and the Bible,"
¢. Daniel Webster-—--"There is no solid basis for civilization but in the Word of
Gode I make it a practice to read the Bible through once
every year."
C. We can upgrade ofir lives by picking associates who contribute to our goodness.
le A warning. 1 Cor. 15:33. If one runs with the goats one will smeall like the
goats,
2. Associations are like leaven, 1 Cor. 5:6.
3. God issued this protective command. Prove 22:24,25.
Lhe The ways of Solomon's wives became his ways. 1 Kgs. 1l:k.
5, The ways of Herod'!'s guests were adopted as his ways. Mte. 14:9,10.
D. We can cultivate the more attractive personality by thinking on rightthings:
1. As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he. Prov. 23:7.
2. We are told to tlink on high and noble things. Phil, 4:8.

E. Examination of one's daily life with the resclution to excel is a stimulus to

better
living. Here are some areas in which we ought to question ourselves:



SOME AREAS OF SELF~TXAMINATION IN WHICH WE OUGHT TO LOOK EACH DAY AND GIV QUR SELVES
& GRADE. _

1. Have I spoken evil of any person this day? U'Speak not evil one of another," Jas, 4:1ll
2, Have I taken the name of God in vdin? "Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy
~ God in vain," Ex, 20:7, . . -
3., Have I been a gossiper? "Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among they
©" people.," Lev, 19:16. .
B. Have I this day been quick to speak and quick to wrath9 "Let every man be swift to
" hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath." Jas., 1:19, -
5. Have I been a peacemaker on the job, in the school, in the church and in .every walk
© of 1life? M"Let us therefore follow after the .things which make for peace," Rom,-1L:19
6. Have I been unselfish in all my dealings? "Look not every man on his own things, but
"~ every man also on the things of others," Phil, 2:4.
7. Have I thid day been-free of malice and hate? "For we ourselves also were sometimes
foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice
- and envy, hateful and hating one another,!" -Tit, 3:3.-
8, Have I been free of envy of another'!s honor, position, possessions or success° "But
" envy is the rottenness of the bones", Prov, 14:30,
9. Have I been compassionate and sympathetic? - "Finally, be ye-all of one mlnd; having
- compassion one of another; love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous," 1 Pet, 3:8,-
10, Have I refrained from being retaliatory and vengeful? !"Not rendering evil for ev1l
"~ or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing.,!" 1 Pet, 3:9,
ll. Have T been longsuffering and gentle? "But-the fruit of the Spirit is love, Joy,
_ peace, long-~suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith," Gal. 5:22,
L2¢ Have I this day been sincere in all my effairs? "That ye may be 51ncere»and without
" offense till the day of Christ," Phils 1:10, ' '
13+ Have I been honest in all my dealings? - "Thou shalt not steal," Ex, 20115,
14, Have I been coopérative in the home , on the Job and in the church, "We then as
. workers togethery" 2 Cor, 6:1, : o
15, Have I been tolerant of the fhults of others, conSLderlng myself? "And why behold-
est the mote that is in thy brother'!s eye, but consideret not the beam that is in
" thine eye?t" Mt. 7:3,
16. Have I been fair and just in all my relatlonshlps? What doth-the Lord reQuire of
" thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy Gody" Mic. 6:8
17. Have I been forgiving, refusing to harbor grudges? "But if ye forgive not .men
" their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses," Mt, 6:15,
18, Have I been thankful for my blessings? "Be ye thankful" Col, 3:15, -
19, Have I been industrious? "Slothfulness casteth into a deep sleep; and and idle
" soul shall suffer hunger." Prov, 19:15, '
20, Have I been thrifty? .- "Gather up the fragments that remain, that noghing be lost."

Jn, 6:12, ; A
21, Have I kept my word° "Covenant breakers . . , worthy of death,"  Rom, 1:21,32
22, Have I been easy to entreat? "But the wisdom that is from above is first pure,
then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated," Jas, 3:17.

23. Have I today followed the Golden Rule? "Therefore all things whatsoever ye would
- that men should do to you, do ye even so to them." Mt, 7:12,
2lLs Have T been content in the path that I must travel? "For I have learned in what-
- soever state I am, therewith to be content." Phil, 4:1l,
25. Have I today found happiness and sharéd it with others? WRejoice in the Lord al~
ways: and again I say rejoice,” Phil, L4:lk.

Con, There is much power in resolution., There is power in "I will," We are human
and therefore imperfect. Let us go on unte perfection.m
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THE HOLY SPIRIT

™) E QD
DUVRUIIVE & TE

Ne. 1
s :
C John 16:13
0 INTRODUCTION:
l. The only source of information about the Holy Spirit is the Bible,
a. One can learn much about God - His existence, power, etc. - from a study
of nature, Psa. 19:1,2; Rom. 1:18-20,
be But from the study of nature one can learn nothing about Christ and the
Holy Spirit.
ce Our only source of information about Christ and the Holy Spirit is the Bible
and to it we must twrn without preconceived notions, feelings, etc.,
2 The study of the Holy Spirit is of tremendous importance for several reasons:
a, First, there is probably more confusion and ignorance on this subject than
any other,
be Second, very little teaching has been done on the subject.
¢e Third, there are those today in the church who are claiming to receive
promptings of the Spirit other than through the word,
d. Fourth, some of the most militant groups are followers of Garner Ted Armstrong
and Full Gospel Business Men who claim baptism of the Holy Spirit.
3. But in order to have an understanding of the work of the Spirit, it is important
that we understand the question, "Who is the Holy Spirit?" a very essential
® question since some think him a "vague, impersonal force!" or just the word of God.

% DISCUSSION:

g;ﬂ I, THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT PROCIAIMS PERSONALITY.
E“‘i’j - A, He teaches and quickens the mind., Jn. L 26
El

3 B. He testifies, Jn. 15:26,

Co He is able to'reprove and convict. Jn. 16: 7,8.
- 1, Aets 2236,37

s 2. Acts 24:24,25, -

A D. He guides, Jn., 16 b

< E., He leads and forbids, Acts 16:6,7.

N F. He speaks, 1 Tim, 4:l,

A. Ge Only a person can do these things,

«5 I, THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS THE CHARACTERISTICS OF A PERSON.
e A. He is called the "good Spirit." Neh, 9:20.
Bs Mind. Rom. 8:27. ' '
C. Has affection —="love of the Spirit." Rom. 15:30.
7 D Knowledge. 1 Cor, 2°11,
Q E. Will, 1 Cor. 12:11,
(3 ITII, THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A DIVINE PERSON AS SEEN IN A NUMBER OF WAYS.
A, He is a member of the Godhead, Acts 17:29; Col. 2:9.
1, Three distinct members, yet one. 1 dn. 5:7.
2. All three members mentioned in John.l5:26, :
3¢ The Father, Son and Holy Spirit present at the Lord's baptism, Mt, 3: 16 9170
Le All three members are mentioned in comnection with the baptism of a bel:.ever
tOdaYo Mt 28:19:
Bs He has attributes that are divine.
l. Omipresence, Psa, 139:7-=10,
2., Omipotent, Micah 3:8, -
3. Omiscience, 1l Core 2:10,11
Le Eternal, Heb, 9:14.
C. His work manifest divinity. :
1, His work im the material creation. Gen, 1:1,2; Job 26:13; 33:4,
2. He is the source of the miraculous, Mt. 12: 28
3. His work in regeneration, Jn. 3:5.
L. H is owrk in the resurrection. Rom, 8:11.




CONCLUSION ¢
1., All evidence proves the Holy Spirit is a person, a divine person.

2., Since the Holy Spirit is a person then we would expect to find him active in
the ways of a person,



IJ+

 THE HOLY SPIRTT HELPS CHRISTIANS
Rom, 82206 -4 3

INTRODUCTION 3

1.

2

Definiti nﬁ of help and helper,
a. Help\®/(1) Antilepsis) - "To take, lay hold of , 50 as to support."
(2) "It is mentioned in 1 Cor 12:28; as one of the ministrations in the
local church by way of render:«ng assistance,e."
(3) Epipkouria - strictly denotes such aid as is rendered by a.n...ally,
an auxiliary." (Vine)
be Help (verb) - (1) "To assist.”
(2) "Signifies to take hold with at the side for assistance,..hence,
~ to take a share inj help in bearing, to help in general," (Rom.
8:26) (V:me)
ce "An act or instance of giving aid or support.! (Webster).
God is pictured as help to his people,
a. Israel was called a "happy people," because the Lord "the shield of thy help.h
(Deut, 33:29) Psa, 115:9,10; Psa, 121:2, ,
be We can go to the throne of grace for help. Heb. 4:16,

3¢ We all need help in living the Christian 1life and the Holy Spirit is a helper.

Le Let's consider some ways in which this is done. ;

DISCUSSION: " “ JELT
T. THE HOLY SPIRIT BEARS WITNESS WITH OUR SPIRIT THAT WE ARE THE CHILDREN OF GOD. Rom. 8:

A, Give the background to this statement, Rom, 8:l=l5,

- B, Notice that Paul is not telling us how to become children of God, but how to

continue such, Although this is_ true it involves:
l, The questionof how one becomes a_child of God in the first place.
2. And the assurance that he is a child of God now,
C, Some ways the Spirit does not bear witness:
1. By a stJ.ll small. voice, It is not said in this passage or anyother.
a, One cla:.ms that such a voice tells him he is a child of God,
be. Another is told likewise but each told differently.
2+ By our feelings, our emotions, our impulses, Feelings differ, even in an
individual.
3. Not by a miraculous, direct revelation.
D. The H oly Spirit witnesses through His word.
1. The apostles spoke by the direction of the Spirit in revealing the mind of
God to mane 1 Cor, 2#6-13,
2. The prophets spoke by the Spirit,
a. Israel sinned, but had been promised that if she returned she would be
blessed, Neh, l 859
b. How? ",,,and test:.f.Ledst against them by they spirit through thy prophe‘cs."
Neh, 9 30,
c. Peter said the Holy Spirit bore testimony through the prophets, 1 Pet, 1l: lO-
3, The Holy Spirit spoke to the seven churches of Asia through the written word,
Reve 1l:ll: 22l,
he The writer of Hebrewsccalls the written words of the Spirit the witness of
the Spirit on that subject. Jer, 31:33 31;, Heb, 10:15,
E. The Holy Spirit testifies what is essentlal in becoming a child of God'& living the
Christian life,
1, The Holy Spirit 14
a, Believe - Rome 521
be Repent & Rom, 2:4
¢. Confess - Rom, 10:10
d. Be Baptized - Rome 6:3,4,17,18,

Man's Spirit bears tes’c:mxony
a., Believed
b, Repented
¢. Confessed
d. Baptized

THE TWO WITNESSES AGREE -~ ONE IS A CHILD OF GOD



2. The Holy Spirit 2, Man's Spirit

a. Yield bodies’to’ rlghteousness a. Doing this
" Rom. 6:11-13,16,
b, Walk aftér Splrlt not flesh, b. Doing this
" Reme 8%k,
ce. Bringing forth fruit. . ¢e Doing this
Gals 5:22,23 : o
II. THE HOLY P IRIT HELPo US IN OUR PRAYERS3. Rom. 8:26,27,
A, We do not need to know the answer to every question that might be raised about
-+ Paul's statement to know that the Holy Spirit does help us.,
B. We do not have to know exactly how the Spirlt does it in order by falbh to know
that the Splrlt does it.
C. We need help in our prayers because:
; l, "We know not what we should pray for as we ought." We often ask wrongly:
aes Moses asked God to let him go into Canaan but the Lord said, "Let it suffice
thee; speak no more unto me of this matter." Deut, 3:23-26.
b. Paul asked the Lord to take:- away his thorn but the Lord said, "My grace is
sufficient for thee..." 2 Cor, 12:9,
co We often ask for stones instead of bread, Mc, 7:8-=11,
2 We, so often, cannol express ourselves due to afflictions, anxiety,-etc,
a, Hezekiah said about talking to God "Like a crane or a swallow, so dld
I chatter..." Psa. 3821},
be David said, "I am so troubled that I cannot speak."Psa, 77:4.
IIT, THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS CHANGE US INTO THE IMAGE OF CHRIST. 2 Cor, 3:18.
‘ A, We behold as in a glass the glory of the Lord, v 18 a The glass is the New Covenant
which reveals; , '
1. Christ as Prophet (Heb. 1:1,2) priest (Heb. bz s14) and king. (Acts 2: 36).
2., His power, majesty and authorlty.
3¢ Christ our example to follow, 1 Peter 2:21-23,
Bes Are changed into the same image from glory to glory. : '
1., The Bible plainly teaches a change or transformation., Rom. 12: l s
2. We become more like him every day and one day will be completelj like him,
Phil, 3220,21; 1 Jdn. 3:2.
Ce Even as by the Splrxt of the Lord, :
le Paul has been discussing the cowenant of the spirit in contrast-to the covenant
of the letter.
2. The Bpiritt!s revelation of Jesus and our study of such brings about the change.,
CONCLUSION:
le The Holy Spirit is very active in the life of a Christian,-

2 A proper appreciation of the power and work of the Holy Spirit becomes a greab source
of strength,

3+ Thus we rest in the assurance that the Holy Spirit is our- help - he does put his
shoulder underneath and help us bear the load,
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CTHE INDWELLING CF THE HOLY SPIRIT 2 ’ X ) #
Rome 8:1l——e 34,2" ¢

>Introduct ion,

le A number of years ago Bro., N.B. Hardeman, in a debate with Ben M, Bogard one of the
- Baptist Church's most effective debators, denied the direct and immediate influence
of the Bpirit "in addition to the wr:.tten or spoken word,"
2. Through the years gospel preachers have successfully denied in debate that i;he Holy
. Spirit operates directly upon the simner in conversion, separate and apart from the
wofd of Gode .
3. But today some are cla:Lm:mg to receive dlrect unpressa.ons from the Holy Splrlt in
their lives,
a, Bro. Buy Woods tells about the brother ont he West Coast makmg the same. arguments
the Holiness have made for years. !
b, Some claim to, be able to speak in tongues. i
Co Another reported that he was preaching on-a certa:m street corner with la.ttle
success when the Holy Spirit instructed him to go to another corner where he en-
Joyéd great success, .
Le As we begin this study let some things be clearly understood'
a. The question is not, Does the Holy Spirit dwell in Christians, but how does the
. Holy Spirit, dwell :Ln Christians?
be. Second, how the Holy Spirii dwells in Chrlstlans should never be made a test of
fellowshlp as long as we believe that one obeying the gospel from the heart re-
. celves the Holy Spirit.
c¢e Third, the Holy Spirit does dwell in Christians whether we ever understand how or
not. I accept the fact that my sp:Lr:Lt. dwells in my body although I do not claim
to fully understand how,
5« Ietts consider:

Dls. ‘
T. THE SCRIPTURES AFFIRM THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT DOI]S DWELL N CHRISTIANS.
A, Acts 2:38 . ~ B, L Core 6:19
B. Acts 5:32 - : F. Eph, 1:13; 4:30
Ce Rom, 8:9=11 G. 1 Thess. 4:8
Ds 1 Cor. 3:16 H, Jude 19

I. To deny then that the Holy Spirit does dwell in Chrlstla.ns would be to d.eny plain
passages of scritpure, :
IT. SOME THINGS TO CONSIDER ABOUT THE SPIRIT'S INDWELLING. :
A. God dwells in Christians. 2 Core 6:16; 1 Jn, 4:12,15, No person, so far as I
. know, contends there is a literal, personal actual, bodlly 1ndwell:mg of Gode
Be Christ dwells in Christians, .Ephe 3:1h4=17, :
l. This verse affirms that Christ dwells in "our hearts by faith."
2. But how does faith come? Rom, 10:17,
3. Thus by hearing the word of truth, we are strengthened with power M"through the

Spirit" (who gave the word) and Chrlst dwells in our hearts through faithe!

C. The Holy Spirit dwells in Christians and there are certain passages that indicabe
how,
1, Paul asked the Galatians "Received ye the Splrlt by the works of the law, or by

the hearing of faith?" Gale 3:2.

a. This statement is rhetorical, put in this form for emphasis. It'!'s meaning
is "You did not receive the splrlt by the works of the law, you did receive
the Spirit by the hearlng of faith."

be "By hearing the faith" is, literally, by the message of faith (Marg:u.n,
American Standard Translation).
c. Thus through the Christian system the Spirit came to the G;?J.at.ians.
2. Two Parallel-passages:

a. Eph, 5:18,19-~--Notice "be filled with the Spirit."

b. Col. 32 lé—--—-—-Notlce "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wis-

dom, "
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for Christians that he does not. do through his sword. Eph. 6:17,

give us faith,

enable us to enjoy the new birth.

give us light.

He does it through the word.

He does it through the word.

give us wisdom, He does it through the word.

convert us, He does it though the word, Psa. :
He-does it through the word, Psa, 19:8, -

open our eyes. -

give us understanding,
quicken us. He does it through the word.
save us, He does it through the word.

sanctify us.
purify us, He

make us free from sin.
impart unto us a divine nature,

Rom, 10:17.

He does it through the word. 1 Pet,

Psa. 119'136. .
2 Tims 3:14,155 Psa. 1927,
19:7.

He does it through the word., Psa., 119: IOA.
Psa, 119: 50. :
Jas. 1321,

He does it through the word, Jn. 17:17.
does it through the word, 1 Pet, 1:22,
cleanse us, He does it through the word, Jn. 15:3.

fit us for glory. Does it through the word.
Does it through the word,. . Psa, 119:28,

Affirm that the Holy Spirit dwells in Christians only through means of d1v1ne
truth does

strengthen us.

not imply several things:

Does it through the word, Rom. 6:17,18-
Does it through the word. 2 Pet., l:k.

Acts 20

does not imply that the Spirit and the word are the same, Eph. 6:17.

does not imply that prayer is ineffectual,

does not imply that providence is nullified.
does not imply that the Holy Spirit is limited to the word in every activity.
(There may be a 1,000 ways in which he acts that are not know“because God has

. not revealed them.)

6. Tt does not imply a denial of the word ef the Holy Splrlbﬁ?
IIT., THE FACT THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT DOES DWELL IN US IS A POVERFUL INC NTIVE~TO HOLY LIVING.

A. Since our body is the temple of the Holy Spirit and we are bought with a prlce,
therefore glorify God in body and spirit. 1 Cor. 6:13-20.
B. The same obligation of using our body members for purposes of rlghteousness is -
stressed by Paul to the Romans. .Rom, 6sl-13; 12:1,
Ce The Bible emphasizes agaln and again the importance of keeping our bodies as- flt
as possible for the Master s use.
e L Time s ;
2. 2 T,mo 2 19"210

Conclusion,

1les One of the most powerful incentives to Christian living is a reallzatlon of bhe ine .
dwelling of the Holy Spirit.

2. I may never be able to fully understand in every detall just how he dwells in me, but
I believe it, and w1ll be moved to act aecordLngly. :



DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT WORK MIRACLES TODAY, No. 1
Acts 2:22; 4:16; I Cor. 12:10

INTRODUCTION:

1. Read or quote the texts.
2. Miracles were very much a part of the 0ld and New Testaments.
a. There are 54 miracles recorded in the 0ld Testament.
b. There are 60 miracles recorded in the New Testament.
(1) 34 performed by our Lord.

(2) 26 performed by angels, the apostles and certain disciples.

3. Miracles are the very heart of Christianity.
a. ". . .with the truth of miracles the entire citadel of Christianity stand or falls.
For it's beginning is a miracle, it's author is a miracle; it's progress depends
upon miracles. . . If the principle of miracles be set aside, then all the
heights of Christianity will be leveled with one stroke, and naught will re-
main but a heap of ruins. If we banish the supernatural from the Bible, there

is nothing left us but the covers." (Christlief, Modern Doutb and Christian
Belief, p. 286)

; :
b. "A Christianity without the confirmation of miracles, the tokens of God's ap-

proval, is one without a spimal column.'" (Stanley Sayers, 'For This Cause,"
p. 128)

4. The subject of our discussion is a very timely one because 'there are countless
numbers of people in the world today, representing many religious organizations,
who claim to believe that miracles are currently being performed’by the power of
God." (James Tolle, "Have Miracles Ceased?", Tradf, p. 3)

5. In this study let's consider:

»”

DISCUSSION:

I. SOME THINGS.THAT ARE NOT A QUESTION IN THIS ISSUE.

A. It is not a question of whether or not they were performed yesterday.
1. Christ and his apostles did perform miracles. Acts 4:12)/5

2. It is not what they did, but where is the passage that says they are for
today?

B. It is not a question of power.

1. God has power enough to do anything He chooses, but it is nd what God can
do but what does God do?

2. God can make peas grow on a rosebush, but His law is that they grow on a
pea vine.

3. Tt is not what God can do, but what is His law concerning that particular
thing?



