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be Will we give them a Spiritual heritage in which the lukewarm is the
normal and considered to be the average?
c. Will we give them a heritage in which we rely on tricks rather than on
substance to win inbterest in the gospel of Christ?
d. Will they be ignorant of Godt!s word because we have been so little concern-
ed about it?
CONCLUSION s
1. God did not disown and ubtterly forsake his people, but they began to live on a
lower spiritual plane,
2, The people of the days of the Judges gave to the people of the times of the kings
less of a heritage than they had received from the days of Joshua.
3, Many serious tragedies befell the Jews in later history that had their roots in

l(,.

the period of the Judges.

nIf we are insistent that we be a lukewarm, uncommitbed people, God will give us
up. In so doing, we will make the decision to spiritually :_mpa:.r the heritage
which we give to our children., Ours is the respons:.blllty!
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ls Ruth, the book of our present study, is one of undyihg loveliness and charm, It
makes such en impression upon the poet Keats that he alluded to it in his Ode To
A Nightingale,

2. Dr, Jommson, on one occasion, read it to an enthralled London Club, making oub that
it was some new work, finally telling them that it came from a book than many of
them despised - The Bable.

3s 'Benjamin Franklin once read this story to a group of skeptics in Parls, France, At
the conclusion, they remarked that it was the most marvelous story they had ever
heard and suggested he have it printed. He revealed to them that it had- already
been printed., '

Le The events recorded in the book of Ruth took place during the days of the judges,

Judges 1:1,

a. "The Book of Ruth is a 1ove story told in four chapters. It gives us a glimpse
of every-dey life in Bethlehem; in home and in harvest-field, in its general
gossip and its law suits, more than three thousand~ years ago." (Sermon Outline
Bible, p. 406)

be After the spectacle of every man d01n that which was right in his owm eyes, it
is refreshing to read this lovely'lnc1denn thattook place in"he midst of spirit-
val, moral and political confusion and lawlessness that we saw recorded in the
book of Judges.! (Hayden)

cs The two books make an interesting contrast. "The book of Judges reveals a famine
of faith; whereas Ruth unveils a fortune of faith. Judges reveals apath* und.er
prov1dence. Ruth reveals action amid famine " (Paul Southern)

5« The chapters in Ruth have been described in the following ways:

ai Campbell describes them thus:

(L) The Choice of Faith. Chapters 1 & 2

(2) The Venture of Faith, Chapter 3.

(3) The Reward of Faith., Chapter l.

b. Southern puts them like this,

(1) Chapter one is Ruth resolving,

(2) Chapter two is Ruth rendering.

(3) Chapter three is Ruth Resting.

(L) Chapter four is Ruth Rewarded -
6s The key words of the book might be love and faith and the key verse—-Ruth Lell,
7o With these introductory thoughts in mind, lats consider:

DISCUSSTION

I, THE STORY IN THE BOOK OF RUTH.
A, The events connected with Elimeleck and Naomi as they leave Palestlne sojourn

in Moab and Naomi returns. Chapter 1.

Be. Ruth gleans in the field of Boaz and it seems to be "love at first Sl’hu."
Chapter 2,

C. Naomi instructs Ruth in  carrying out the requrements of the 1av on marriage.
Chapter 3.

D. Boaz meets reguirements of the law and marries Ruth., Chapter h.

IT, THE CHIEF CHARACTIERS IN THE BOOK AND GOD'% OVER-RULING PROVIDENCE IN- THEIR LIVES.

A. Naomi - Mapra.

l. The word "Naomi!" means "pleasant,.!

2. Upon returning to Bethlehem, she refused to be called this name because she

said, "I went out full, and Jehovah hath brought me home again emplby.!
(Ruth. 1:20)

3+ ©She asked to be called "Mara!" which means "bltuer n

Le "aomi and her family 1éft-becdusecof a famine, but left with abundance, novr

she returns empty., How often this is the case! We leave true riches in the
search of something that looks more promising, -ut™find that what we are
seeking is all in vain. Yet, even in this, we see the providence of the
Lord}! Had Naomi and her huspand found riches and prosperity in the land of
Moab, and had Elimelech lived, probably neither she nor Ruth would have

been blessed with the distinction which they now enjoy. Truly, Naomi returnec
home empty in order that she might be made full of the Lord " (“The 0ld Test-




ament Books and Their Message in the Christian Aye " pe 106)

Be Ruth, blessed of the Lord.

Lle Ruth became a widow at an early age. ©She became "a widow in order that
she might become a mother in Israel and in the lineage of Jesusy uhﬁ
son of God." Ruth 1:4,5.

2. Ruth's love, devotion and depth of conviction are stated in Ruth 1: $16,1.7,

3+ The prov1dence of God led Ruth to "light on a part of the field belon”L“
to BO&Z." Ruth 2¢ 3.

Le '"iho could know, gleaning in that gleaning field what that union of two
righteous souls in the quiet stately march of history would bringl! And
yet, out of that, after the flesh, came Jesus." (Campbell)

Ce DBoaz, a Man of Stature.

1, He was a mlrhty men of wealth and of the family of Elimeleck. Ruth 2:1,

2, He was a man of high moral character or elsé he would have taken advantage
of Ruth when she came to him by night, Ruth. 3:1-15.

3, He was an honest man or else he would have trampled the right of a kinsman
nearer than he was, Ruth, 4:1-12.

Lhe The providence of God had cast Ruth into his life but he still followed
lawful proceduros to triumph,

Do God!s action in the lives of all these individuals shows that God rules in
the affairs of men,

1. He is not an unconcerned by-stander

2. Ample proof of the providence of God and the fact that he is dutifully
concerned with the affairs of men.

MORE VALUABLE TRUTH GLEANED FROM THE BOOK OF RUTH.
A. God is no respector of persons,

1. By the acceptance of Ruth into the lineage of Chrlst God showed that
He is not and has newer been, a respector of persons.

a. To the Jew, a few centurles later, Ruth would be just another
Gentile on the level with the beast,

b, Racial prejudice is still one of the curses that lingers to haunt
nmankind,

2. It took a miracle to convince Peter that God is no respector of nersono.
Acts 10:34,35,

3+ The principles and récompense of righteous dealings are not dependent upon
race, bubt are as valid for a Moabite as for a Jew,

Be Hircumstances neither make nor destroy believers,

1. Boaz had all opportunity andwealbh, but was faithful and true. ;

2. Ruth had no opportunity or childhood training, but nevertheless became gloricus
in character,

3. Any individual can rise to great helghts when God is his env1ronﬁenu.

Ce Ruth!s choice sets before us a great example,

1. She chose the true God, "Thy God shall be my God." l:léc.

2. She chose the right paths, "Whither thou goest I will go." 1: léb.

3. She chose a godly home. "Where thou lodgest I will lodge.!" 1l: Léa.,

L. She chose godly associabes. "Thy people shall be my people." 1l:léd.

5. She made a wise choice because it was right and because of conseguences.

6., She made a personal choice - no one persuaded her to make it, no kinsmen
set the example for her - of her own accord.

7. She made a determined choice. She refused to allow Orpah's return to move
her or Naomi's entreaty.

8. She was rewarded for her choice and her name has a permanent place in
history.

D. Another important aspect is the Qenalovy Llisted in Chapter L of Davidts
descendents,

1. About 1,000 years earlier Abraham had been chosen of God to found a
nation thOUOh whom the Savior would come, In the book of Ruth, we have
the founding of the family within that nation. :

2, David's great grandfather was half Canaanite (Boaz, son of Rahab I, 1:5)
and his great—grandmother (Ruth) was Moabite — a foreglean of a Messiah
for all nations.,




K28 Call
CONCLUSION %

1, The book of Ruth occupies a very prominent place in the word of God. It acts
as a bransition between Judges and 1 Samuel,

2. Just as Ruth had to make a choice so you must make one - the God of heaven or the
god of this world,

3+ Make a choice like Ruth, and you'll be rewarded.






DOES THE GOSPLE NEED A CHANGE? o 5 7
: Gal, 1:6-8 o ;

Tntroduction.
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Our world is truly an age' of change and no men of intelligence can deny iy

a. We now have aircraft that can fly over 1800 miles per hours ‘

b. We have landed instruments on the moon, :

c. Instead of riding a horse to preach the gospel we now ride powerful jets,

de A thing that is here today may be changed tomorrovs £ .

Tn the midst of all thse changes there is the cry that we need a new gospel or the

gospel needs to be changed to be revelant.

a. The modernistic cry has long made this plea. . _ : :

be The Presbyterian Church resbitly changed here creed to suit the desires of the
people by denying the fnspiration oflthelBible, L :

c. The Unitarisns have changed their religion to syit the desires of the people by

denying tlere is a personal God and in Dec. 1967, one of their leading preachers
abandoned prayer entirély.

d. Some members of the church are now advocating that we need a more revelant gospel,

But if the gospel needs to be changed then, it means that one or more of the following

‘things have changed. gl

Discussion.,

Te

1T,

HAS SIN CHANGED?

A. Uhere is the man that will affirm that sin has changed? o
1, Sin has always been,. and is now, the transgression of God's wille 1 Jdne 3tk
2. The sin of omission has always been failure to do. Jas. el e :
3, The sin of commission has alweys been overt acts contrary to God!s wille 1 Jn. 5:17.
B. Where is the modernist that will affirm that the sins of the past are not the sins of
today? ' : :
1. Some seem to ‘think that the sin of homoscxuality is new today, but it is as old as
Sodom. e :
" a., Homosexudlity has to do with sexual desire toward, and sexual activity with,
: onets own SeX.. : : v
b. The men of Sodom refused the daughters of Lot and desired the men in his house,
Gen. 19:5,8; Aorv.// 27 ' : ; :
2. Some seem to {;m‘nk that the "hippie" movements and similiar movements where men and
boys have qualities more characteristics of women then men are new things, but there
were the effeminate in Corinth. 1 Cor. 639
3. Paul gives a whole list of sins which the Gentile world was guilty of and they re-
mind us of today. Rome. 1:29-32; 1 Cor. 6:9,10, They were changed by the gospel.
1 Cors 6411,
Cs The gospel came to answer once and for all the problem of sin. Sin has not changed
nor will it ever change. The next question would be, if sin has not changed then
HAS MAN CHANGED?
. Doth the 0Old Tesbament and the New Testament abound with examples to show that man
has not changed.
1, Pride and desire for unlawful knowledge caused the downfall of the first home,
Gen. 3:1=b. ;
2, Strong drink coused loah to curse his own descendents. Gen. 9:2L,,25
3, The desire for worldly gain brought shame to the family of Lot just as it does many
today. Gen. 13:11=13, ' :
L. Adultery brought David to his saddest hour., 2 Sam. 11,
5, Failure to restrain his children caused the house of Eli to be cut off. 1 Sam. 3:13,
6. 1 Cor. 10:6, says we are not to lust after these things as they did,
B. Jeremiah, 700 years before Christ stated that men cannot guite his own steps wit oub
divine guidance., Jer. 10:23.
1. World conditions today show that man is still unable to direct his own steps.
a, When we are not safe to even walk the streets of some cities at night whe will sg
that man has improved?

b. e are involved in war today that is far above the power of mere man to solves




2+ Man is as helpless and hopeless withoutChrist today as he has ever been,
Ce Men has not changed. MHe is the same weak creature' he has always been,

| III. HAS GOD GHANGED?

A.God has not changed. Jas, 1:17.
Be God still has the same attitude towars sin and-the sinner.,
1. Sinstill separates man from God, Tsda. 59:1,2,
2+ The sinner will still be separated from God in eternity. 2 Thess. 1:7-9,

IV. HAS SATAN CHANGED?

A. Where is the man who believes the Bible at all who will affirm that the Devil is getting
better or that he is dead? ; ' :

Be Is there any evidence that Satan has ceased to tempt man?

Ce Is there still evidence of his work in a world torn by bloodshed and strife?

D+ The thinking man can <ill see the influence of Satan and knows he is still wallini about
as a roaring lion., 1 Pet, 5:8, ) . : ; ;

Coqg;ysion.

P

1.

2
3.

If SIN hes not changed then the gospel is 5till need as the cute for sin, TIf MAN has not
changed he is still subject to sin. If GOD has not changed’he still condemns sin and longs
to save man, IF SATAN has not changed he still has to be overcome by the gospel of Christ,
If all these have not changed, and they haven!'t then there is no need to change the gospel,
We dare not change the gospel because even a little change makes a tiemendous difference,
"Once in a little village there lived a man who had lost his health and his gife. All he
had left of his family was one daughter. She remained single in order to be neatr her
father in the lingering years of a severe illness. He finally got better and one thing that
the doctor said would help him was to go abroad, go to some health resort in Burope and
stay several months, This he did leaving his daughter at home. She had lost her héalth
nursing her father., "When the ship, on which her father was returning, was a few hours out

* from-shore-he decided to send hig daughter a message and t is is the way it read: MpAPA

WELL ON BOARD---HAVE BEST HORSE TO MERT HIM." The operator who received the message Said:
"IT has boen misspelled, that dsntt what it means" and so this sad and tragic change was
made: "PAPA FELL OVERBOARD--HAVE BEST HWARSE TO MIET HTM. M When they brought the message
to the deughter delicate in health, her heart failed and she fell dead., When the ship
landed the sad news was brought to her father that his daughter had died ingtantly, Upon
going to the home they found her lying on the floor with the messadge in her hand stating
that "papa fell overboard." That did it?  The operator on the shore who hcangéd the
messageg! THE GOSPEL MUST NOT BE CHANGED BECAUSE IT DOES NOT NEED TOBE CHANCED.
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THE BIBLF - 1 Samel -

JINTRODUCT ION s

hs

There is probably no book in the Bible with more familisr stories than the book of our
present study, and each story illustrates in graphic terms messages that are fresh

and vital to us today.,
2+ The times of Fli and Samuel is an era of transition from the days of the judges to
the kings of Isracl.
a. The story of Hli serves as a background for the ministry of Samuel
be. The story of Samuel serves as a preparatory stage for Israel's demand of a king.
3+ The events in 1 Samuel cover a period of some 100 years in the history of IsraeW
from the birth of Samuel to the death of Saul.
Le The key word of the book might be obedience and the key verse would-be 1 Sam, 15:22,
5+ Let!'s consider: Sl ;
DISCUSSION :
I, THE CONTENTS OF THE BOOK.
A, Samuel,
1. The birth of Samuel. 1 Sam, 1-2:11, 18-21,
aes Hammah prays for a son, 1l:l-l1l, ;
b, Eli assures her that God will grant a son. 1:12-19,
c. Damuel is lent to the Lord by his mother. 1:20-21.
2. The call of Samuel, 3:1-18,
a. God calls to Samuel at night. 3:1-10.
_be . God gives Samuel a terrible message about Eli's house, 3 11-18,
3+ The ministry of Samuel,
a, He is established a prophet in Israel. 3819=21s Lel,
b, He judges Israel 4O years. L:2-7:17.
(1) Battle with the Philistines, Eli's sons slain, ark lost, L]l dies,
Le2=22,
(2) Many evils befall Philistines because of the ark. 5:l—6s ?l.
(3) Samuel pleads with Israel to obey God and pleads for victory over
the Philistines, 7:l=17. -
_C. Samuel anoints Saul as king. '
(l) Israel asks for a king. 8:1-22.
(a) Because Samuel. was old and his sons walked not in his TaYSe
82l=5,
(b) God instructs Samuel to give them a king but point out what He!ll
do to them, 8:6-18,
(c) They desire to be like the nations about them. 8: 19-22.
(2) Saul is selected as the first king. 9 & 10 - :
(a) Saul comes to Samuel while seeklng his father's asses, ch., 9
(b) Saul anointed with oil. ch. 10.
de Samuel reasons with Israel and admonishes them, 1 Sam. 1l & 12,
e, Samuel reproves Saul, :
(1) TFor offering an offering upon the aluar. 1:8ame 134,
(2) For failing to obey God in the matter of the Amalekites. 1 Sam. 15.
~ f. Samuel anoints Pavid as king., 1 Sam, 16,
B. Saul., First king of Israel., _
1. He was of the tribe of Benjamin, 1 San. 9£21;
2. Physically he was higher than any of the people. 1 Sam. 10:23, :
3. Saul is successful as a warrior until he begins to disobey'God. 1 Same Lled 55
Le Saullecores jealous of David and seeks to kill him the rest of his life,
i 5« Saul kills himself after injury from Philistines/ 1 Sam. 31.
Ce David.
- 1. David is anointed king by Samuel at Bethlehem. 4 Sam. 163 1—13.
2. David plays the harp for Saul. 1 Sam. 16:14-23.
3e David slays Goliath. 1 Sam. 17. ; :
Lo David and Jonathan are close friends. 1 Sam. 18:l-k; 19:1-7; 20: 1~A2.
5 David marries Saul's daughter, Michal., 1 Sam., 18:17-30; 19:11-17.
6. David flees from Saul into the wilderness. 1 Sam. 19:18-20: 1; 21-31,



1T, SOME MESSAGES FOR US FROM THE BOOK OF 1 Samuel,
B

A,

B.

Co

D

It is possible for great men to Tail as fathers,

1. FEli and Sammel were both great men as far as their performance of religious
duties were concerned but they both largely failed as fathers., e

2. The historian relates incidents in life of Ili's sons and then says,
"and the sin of the young men was very great before the Lord," 1 Sam, 2:17.
Why did he fail?
a, He appears to have largely ignored them while-tending to other duties.,

(1) B1li "heard all that his sons did unto Israel."(z 22b) A father that

has to hear what his children are doing is not watching very effectively

(2) "Eli was very old" (2:22a) which may indicate he had waited oo
long to train them,

b, He lightly rebukes their sins, "Why do ye such things?,..for it is no} good
report that I hear." (2:23,24) ",..notwithstanding they harkened ot
unto the voice of their fathen,t (2:25)

(1) There is a time to be lenient, but it was leng past with Elitg‘sons.
(2) Like so many modern parents E11 appears to have thrown up His
hands "there's nothlnn T can do with these boys. I can't make them
do right.t .

c. Rli vebuked his sons, he argued with them, but "he restralned them not!"
when e Ruew .they were doing wrong.(3: 13)

3. Samuel failed to learn a lesson from Fli.

a. He grew up in the same home with the hoys.

b. He persona!ly received the message of God against the boys.

¢, He personally knew or saw the punishment that came, :

d. The blot against Samuel's record is that "his sons walked not in his ways,
but turned aside after lucre..." (1 Sam. 8:3,5)

Le There is more involved in child training than to ask "why did you do that?n

This book also proclaims the fact that great advantages and remarkable opportun-

ities do not guarantee success,

l. BSaul started out with God on his side. 1 Sam., 10:7.

2. BSamuel was on his side, 1 Sam, 1O.: :

3. All humen history fails to record a greater failure than Saul - a men that
could have been so great., "Saul's history is a stern warning of the fatal
consequences of uncontrolled self-will, of the inevitable descent of an wnre-
pentant heart from bad to worse, of Lhe hopeless hardening which results fron
neglect to use grace given," (The Cambridge Bible, "Samuel I} Tnt., P 37)

ho Regardleus of opportunities and advantages the heart must be firm and steady
in, its allegiance to principle and its loyalty to God,

lMan co-operates in the growing purpose of God. This is seen in two ways:

. Lo The career of Saul showed the people the folly of wanting a king like other

nations,
a, God hoped to dlssuade Israel from a king by showing them the memner of a
king, 1 Sam, 8:6ff,
b.. Bubt when they kept clamoring for one God gave then a klng that they might
Llearn the folly and wickedness of the thing asked,
ce Be careful about clamoring for something in God!s presence - He may give
it to you when you don't need it.
2. The career of Dyvid pointed out how God would give them an ideal klﬂ’ and gave
them a higher conception of their coming king.
3. .God's purpose is set forth in both the success and failure of men,
God's victories are accomplished through the Disobedient and obedient alike.
1. It .is not Godl!s victory that is determined by man's attltude, bub nan’s place
in that victory,
a. -Samuel and David were obedient and were used and saved,
be Saul was disobedient and was used, but destroyed.
2 Man's attitude toward God does not affect his wictory, but does deuerM¢ne man's

destiny. =
a. Loyal souls q1d the ?Lnal victory and tHen share in the rantures of that
vieltory, and

b. Rebellious souls aid the final victory and then share in the wreauh of that
rictory
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Ee There is not anything that will take the place of obedience to God, 1 Sam, 15:22,
1. Saul thought sacrifice would be just as pood.
2, Jesus said those that do his father'!s will, will enter the kingdom of heaven,
F. There are certain parallels in the life of Samuel with that of Christ. :
1. The birth of both was foretold to their mothers. 1 Sam, Lel7s Lke L33l
2. Both of them were early found in the House of the Lord. 1 Sam. 1:248F8; L, 28LfT,
3. Almost identical expressions describe their growth as boys, 1 Sam. 2:26; Lk, 2:52,
Le Both were faultless in the eyes of their fellowmen. 1 Sam. 21263 12853 iy 200)2;
5« Both spoke the word of God. 1 Sam, 3:10ff; Jn. 12:49. :
6. Both were men of prayer. 1 Sam, 7:5; 12:23; Lk. 6:12,
7 Both trained others to follow in their steps., 1 Sam, 19:20; Mk, 3:lk.
8. Samuel typified Christ's work as:
a. Prophet -~ 1 Sams 9:19; Acts 3:22,2,
be Priest - 1 Sam, 10:8; Heb, 8:1.
cs dJudge - 1 Sam, 7:15; Acts 17:31.

COUCLUSTION

1. The experience of the past is made to afford lessons of warning and encouragement for
the present,

History becomes the means of calling man to a sense of their high duty to God and being

warned of the inevitable consequences of disobedience to Him,

3¢ 1 Samuel fits into the great message of the Bible - the glory of God and the salvation
of man,

Ze






THE BIBLE--IT SAMUEL 5 -57 g

TNTRODUCT TON &

L. Second Samuel covers a period of approximately 40 years in the history of Israel -
nearly all of David's reign as king.

2. "The story of the second book of Samuel is one of triumph end tragedy, the rise and
decline of King David, the triumph of his public life and the tragedy of his private
one," (Hayden)

3. The key word of the book might be Msin' and the theme "The exceeding sinfulness of
Sj.n."

he The key text might well be 2 Samuel 12:13 ~ "And David said unto Nathan, ‘T have
sinned against the Lord, And Nathan said wto David, the Lord also hath put awsy
thy sinj; thou shalt not die."

5 t shall be our purpose to review the history of the book, note some practical
lessons, and show its relation to the general theme of the Bible,

DISCUSSION:

I. THE BOOK OF IT SAMURL DIVIDES ITSEIF INTO THREER PARTS.

A. David is esteblished as king of Israel. (il Samuel 1-10.)
1. The story opens with David receiving word of the death of Saul and Jonathan
and he lamented over them. ch, 1 ;
2e David dis then set up as king over Judah (2:10) and reigned 734 years in
Hebron. (5:5).
3. At the same time Abner who had been captain of Saul's army set up Ishbesheth
to be king (2:8-10) over the rest of Isracl, ~
ke Finally David was made king over all Israel and reigned in Jerusalen for
33 years (5s8).
a. As king over all Israel he rapidly gained victories over the Jehusites,
Philistines, Moabites, Syrians, and Edomites., (Chs. 5,8,10)
b, He also moved the ark from Kirjath-jearim to Jerusalerm. (Ch, 6)
B. The second division - David sins and many calamities follow., (Chapters 11-18)
l. David comuits adultery with Bathsheba. (Ch. 11)
a. He has Uriah murdered to cover his sin.
b. Nathen rebukes David. (Ch. 12)
2+ Absalom conspires against David. (Ch. 15) .
a. Absalom wins the hearts of Israel through some powerful political means,
(15:1=6)
b, Absalom is defeated when his head got caught in a giant oak and Joab
killed him, (18:9,14)
Ce The third division shows David repenting, being forgiven and his kingdom
" established. (Chas. 19-24) '
1. Sheba rebells against David and is beheaded by his people. (Ch. 20%
2. There was three years of faminebecause Saul had slain- the Gibeonites, (Ch. 21)
.3« .David speaks a long psalm in praise of God. (Chs., 22,23)
4o David sins in numbering Israel, God sends a pestilence, and D;vid buys
Araunah's threshing floor. (Chgs2k) : :
II. LESSONS TO BE LEARNED FROM THESE LO YEARS OF ISRARL!'S HISTORY.

A. The first lesson is God's providential care in the 1ife of David and the nation
of Israel.
le God exalted David from the sheepcote to be ruler over Israel, 2 Same 7:8.
2. David,.on several occasions, recognizes God as the one that exalted him to
be ruler over Israel., (2 Sam., 6:21; 7:18.) :
3. God rules in the kingdoms of men. Dan. ully, 125,92,
Le God's pgovidence works in our lives. Rom. 8:28.
B. The second lesson ig the folly of division.
1. Uuring the time that David reigned at one place and Ishbosheth at another,
Israel was weak,
2. Jesus sgaid that a house divided against itself cannot stand. Mt. 123264
3. Division and friction will sap the strength of any church. cf, Psa. 133:1l.
Lhe Two major causes of division: A
a. Taking matters of faith (questions on which the Lord has legislated)
and relegating .them to the level of opinion and judgment.
be. Taking matters of judgment and elevating them to the level of faith or
lave



C. The third lesson is on the folly of fleshly lusts.
1. David gave in to his fleshly lusts and, even though forgiven, suffered
conseovegcos the remainder of his da/s.
a. The child died. 12:18,
b, His daughter Tamar was raped by her half-brother Amnon. 13.
c. Amon was killed by Absalom. 13:28,29.
d., Absalom led a rebellion against his father. 15:1ff, .
e. His wives were violated publically. 16:21-23.
2. James warns: of the consequences of fleshly lusts, Jas. 1l:lh,15.
De A fourth great lesson to be.gained is the importance of proper attitude of heart
before God.
1. David sinned on more than one occasion, but when made conscious of it confessed
"I have sinned." (12:13; 24:10,17).
2. Godly sorrow must characterize the heart of every individual that would
please God. 2 Core 7:%-11.
E. A fifth lesson is the emphasis on God!'s grace and mercy.
1. When David truly repented God forgave him which shows his willingness to
forgive.
2. God's grace and truth are even more fully revealed in the gospel. Jdn. 1:17.
F. The sixth lesson is on consecration and devotion to God's service.
1. David did much to exalt the worship in Israel.
a. He moved the ark to Jerusalem., 6:12,
b. He desired to build a temples 73l,2.
¢, He wrote many psalms used in WOTSth.
d., He refused to give to God that which cost him nothlng. 2&.2@.
Ge Qther thought provoklng lessons from select verses,
~ 1. David recognized the chief good even in his enemies., 2:33,38.
2. The contents of a prayer from a sincere and thankful heart, 7:18-29,
34+ Proper attitude in the death of a child. 12322,23.
L. The kind of fiiend that no one needs., 13:1-3,
5. The feelings of old ahe. 19:35,
6. When it is better to fall into God's hands rather than men. 24:1h,
I. II SAMUEL IS RELATED TO THE OVERALL. PURPOSE OF THE BIBLE. .
A. There are some prophetic statements in F:Samued that refer to Christ.
1. Chapter -82 is almost identical with Pé&lmesde)
2. II'Samed 731k is quoted in HéBIEEES, and applied to Christ.
3. EEBamueliRR450 and Bsailme-184H9 are quoted in Remedlit9 as "prophetic of the
times when the Gentiles wouid glorify God for his mercy." :
B. II Samuel tells of the establishment of David's throne jn Israel. II Sam. 7:12-1},16,
}. This was typical or feoresentatlve of the throne on which Chrlst would
I‘e:LO‘n.
2e he angel annougeed that Christ would sit on David's throne. Lk. 1:¢4895
e uotes Amos 9:11 (Acts 15:16,17) to show that Christ is.now on
David's throne. ; :
L. "Possibly this is the most significant way that EEs8emeel is related to the
unfolding of God's plan and to the overall purpose.of the Bible. - It
records the establishment of David's:earthly throne, which was typical or
representative of the spiritual throne on which Christ seigns. David is
both the fleshly and the royal progenitor of Christ.!"(Frank Van Dyke)
C. It records events in an important period of Israel's history and shows how the
purposes of the law of lMoses were being accomplished.,
1. The worship of Jehovah,.the one true God, was preserved and 1dolabr“ wa
prevented from spreading.
2. It was also helping prepare the way for Christ by showing man .the exceedingly
sinfulness of sin and that he could never save himself by the strict demands
: of a legal system.
GONCLUSION :
oy 1 Samuel is a rich book, both in its contents and its relation to the overall picture,
2. We need to learn well these lessons from II Samuel as therhelp us to grow and

appreciate God!s purpose for men in so many waysS.
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THE BIBLE - T KINGS

TNTRODUCTTION 2 * ‘
le The book of 1 Kings plays an important part in the development of the oversall purpose
of the Bible: "the glory of God and the salvation of men through Jesus Christ our
Lord,"
2¢ Just:as 1 & 2 Samuel were originally one book in the Hebrew text so were L & 2 Kihgs,
a. The two books of Kings continue the record begun in Samuel and complete the story
of the Hebrew Kingdom, They cover the rise, glory, division and apostcasy of the
e Joich [Cincdon, "
b, "Where, however, the two books of Samuel cover only one century of history, the
two boolks of Kings cover four - with the result that less detail is glven,!
(Hayden, "Preaching Through The Bible, p, 58) . ]
3¢ The - key word of the book might well be "glory" and the theme "the Lord reigneth,!
ke The key text could well be 1 Kegs. 8:10,11,
oo Let's consider:

DISCUSSTON:

Ie

THE CONTENTS OF THE BOCK OF I KINCS.
A. The death of David and the reign of Solomon. 1 Kgs. 1-11.
1, It has been pointed out that the book is "bounded by death" - David ab the
beginning and Ahab at the end. 23103 2220,
2. Solomon is established as king "on the throne of David his father.m 2:12,
a. He had Adonijah put to death, 2:13-25.
b. He replaced Abiathar as priest. 2:26, .
Ce He had Joab put to death. 2:28-3L.
3. Solomon prays for wisdom and manifests ite 1LKpgse 34 X
“Le Solomon builds the temple of the Lord and dedicates it\l Kgs, 4-9,
(Key verses - 6:1,7,37,38; 7:1,51; 8:9,21,23,56; 9:3-5 :
5. Solomon receives royal visitors and his wealth increases. 1 Kgs. 10.
6. Solomon!s wives turn him from the Lord and fadilures begin.l Kgs, 1Ll i 650 0l
13315'2311-30 2
The Kingdom is Divided. 1 Kgs. 12:16. /
1. Rehoboam refuses the demand of the people and ten Efibes revolts 1 Kgs. 12:1-1¢
2. Jereboam begins to reign over the ten tribes.l Kgsdf 12:20,
a. He builds two calves of gold.l Kgs. 12:25-33, ' :
b. He is rebuked by the young prophet from Judah.l Kgs, 13.
c. He continues to sin and Cod punishes him. 1 Keb. 14,:1-20,
3« Other kings that reigned during this time were:

o]

oo DA G TSRAEL

ae Abijam -15:1-8 a. Nadab - 15:25-32, '
be Asa -~ 15:9-2) b. Baasha - 15:33-16%7,
c. Jehoshaphat - 22:41-50, ‘ c. Elah - 16:8-14,

de Zimri - 16:15-=20.
e, Omri = l6:21-28,
. Ahab -~ 16:29-22:40.,
Ahaziah - 22:50-53,
Ce Elijah and some of the outstanding events of his 1ife. 1 Kgs, 17-22, -
1. EBElijah is fed by the ravens and later by the widow of Zarephathy L Kegs, 1% 22
2. Ilijah challenges the brophets of Baal on Mbt, Carmel.l K 148,
3. Elijah flees for his life from Jezebel. 1 Kgs. 19:1~14, :
he TElijah receives a threefold- job: g
as Anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. 1 Kgs. 19:15.

<
bs Anoint Jehu to be king over Israel. 1 Kgs.  19:16a
c. [Mnoint Flisha to be prophet in his place. 1 Kgse. 19:16b-21,
5. Ilijah rebukes Ahab for taking Naboth's vineyard. 1 Kgs. 21, :

D, "If the New Testament is accepted as the word of God, so must 1 Kings be acdepted.
The New Testament writers and speakers place their approval on 1 Kings, including
the supernatural portions, ?

a. Jesus mentions the glory of Solomon. Mt, 6:29,

be Jesus mentions the Queen of Sheba. Mt, 12:42,

Ce Jesus mentions the widow of Zarephath. Ik, L326.

d. Stephen mentions the temple that Solomon built. Acts Tl



A

e. The activities of Wlijah are named. Rom. 11:3,4; Jas. 5:17.
£, Jezebel is named. Revelation 2:20,
E., Archaslogical findings confirm the conbents of 1 Kings. ;
1. The invasion of Judah by Shishak in Rehoboam!'s reign (L Kgs. 14:25) is proved
by the inscription of Karnak.
2., The stebles of Solomon's horses in lMegiddo (10:26,28; 9:15,19) have been
discovered.
3. - Omri, king of Tsrael (16:21-28) is mentioned by the loabite Stone in 850B.C.
L4+ Many others could be named.,
T. SOME PRACTICAL L?TS‘*” FROI L KINGS.
A. David's advice to hl& Son Solomon is good advice for every father to give his
son. 1 Kgs. 2:1=3,
B. Solomon prayed for wisdom just as we may pray for wisdom.
1. Solomon saked for wisdom because he recognized his own inability for the
task, 1-Kaas 3:5,73%
2 Jumes says: M"If any of you lack wisdomn, let him ask of God..." (Jas. 1:5-7)
C. Solomon spared no expense in building God the finest house man could ouilo where
his glory might dwell.
1. Tt was the glory of God filling the house that made 1t so great. 1 Kgse 6:10,11.
2, Just as the glory of the Lord dwelt in the temple built by Solomon so the upfw
of Cod d”o]ls now in his temple (the church 1 Cor. 3:16) and in every Christ
(1 Cor. 6:19,20).

D. Solomon's apostasy stands as a
8!

_J-

T warning against marrying outside the children ofCod
1. Solomont!s wives Lurned his heart gway from God. 1 Kgs. 11:k.
2. Likewise many today are turned away from the truth by the influence of a husband
or wife.
"3, The influence of one's companion is great. el X Keas 21325,
B. Jereboan introduces convenientereligion to Ispael and it has been with us ever
since. 1 Kgse 12 284
F. A warning against being deceived under the guise of religion is gained from the
experience of the young prophet., ,
1, Just because one claims to be a s¢ ervant of God doesn't make him one. 1 Kgs. 13:18.
2. dJust because one claims to be telling the truth doesn't make it the truth.
1 Kings. 13:18.
Ge God's people 1mot be comn] etely on his side as the contest at Carmel shows.l Kgse
183 17—?11f. cf. Mbe 62243 Mb. 12:303 Jas. hihe
He Al ofus like Elijah, have times when we go sit under our JuanO tree,
1. He reached the point where he thought he was the only one faithful to God,
(L.Kgse 19:4,10) just as we may do.
2 ' Ttts easy o become discouraged end be ready to auit.
Ts Grown men and women can sometimes act like children, 1 Cor. lh 20,
1. Ahab pouted when he didn't get his way. 1 Kgs. 21:1-1k.
2. Many today in the church pout and are immature,
a.. Pout when uhCV dontt get their wa,
be May not quit the church but part1c1pdbc less,
J. . Godl helps those believe a lie that desire to do so. ;
1, Paul said CGod sends a strong delusion to those that love not the truth.
2 Thess. 2:10-12,
9 The exﬂﬂp?e of Ahab and Jehoshaphat with the prophet Micaiah illustrates
how God does thise. 1 K 1Se 22:1-36.
K. Children usuelly follow the example of their parents as Ahaziah followed Aheb
and Jezebel. 1 Kgs. 22:51-53. .
CONCLUSTION ¢ ! §
1. It may be said that 1 Kings stands all tests as an "authentic productlon of inspired
literature and is truly a part of God's Holy Word.
2. Tt shows the fulfillment of God!'s promise to preserve the seed of David wntil Christ
should comne. .
3. It!'s contents contain some of the most moving, exciting and spectacular stories ever
written. Tt's teaching is of great, practlcal value to the modern day Christiaon.
s "Therefore, may 1 Kings never be Tooked upon as a book of dry Jewish history, but rat
let it be counted as one of the great important portions of the Gre abest Book on eartn,
the Bible," (Stewart, "The OLT. Books and Their lMessages In The Cﬂrluulaﬂ Age i pe. L4
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"WHY CAN!T THEY SEE IT?n
MGe 13.10-17

INTRODUCT ION ¢
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24

3e

[r'
Dl

AERE

Have you ever sat down with one of your children to explain an arithmetic problem

or a history question? TUhen finished the child asks, "What does that mean?" you ask,

"iThy can't vou see that?w

Have you ever studied with an individual about some religious questlon and when

finished he still seems perplexed. You are ready to ask, "Why can't you see that?n

During the past two weeks, we have learned that there is a way that is right and

camnot be wrong. e have compared God!'s way and man's way., Several of you have

expressed by a statement or question, the thought as to "why the religioms world

can't see that.n

With these thoughts in mind, lett!s consider:

JUSSTON ¢

HO” THE WORD SEE IS USED IN THE BIBLE:

A+ Tt means physical sight. "Go and shew John again those things which ye da hear
and see," Mbt, 112/,

Be It means means mental siﬂhb."aee thou tell no man.," Mbt, 8:l4.,.

C. It means preception or understanding,

l. "And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaias, which saith, By hearing ye
shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not
perceive,!! Mt, 13:1L

2. "Why reason ye, because ye have no bread? perceive ye not yet, neither under-
stand? have ye your heakt yet hardened? Having eyes, see ye not? And having
ears, hear ye not? 'and do ye not remember?! Mk, 817,18,

3. Jesus said to the Pharisees "If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: bub now
ve say, we see; therefore your sin: rﬂmawneth." Jn 9:41.

SOME REASONS THY PEQ “T“ DO 10T ST (perceive).

as Some do not have the mental capacity and are therefore not responsible.

B. Some fail to see because of a lack of attention. Mt. 13:13,19.

Ce Some have closed their eyes, Mbe 13:15,

D. Some have some kind of veil over their eyes when they read or hear. 2 Cors 3:lh; L:k.

E. Some "received not the love of the truth that they might be saved." 2Thess, 2:10,.

WHY CAN!'T THE RELIGIOUS ”O‘?*u SEL THESE THINGS?

A, "He that believeth and is bapbtized shall be saved..." Mk, 16:16. They may read
this verse with the veil of "baptism is not essential to salvation" over their eyes,

B, "There is one body and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling
Bphe L:L. "One church is as good as another! blinds many.

C. "Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hjzms and spiritual songs, singing and making
melody in your heart to the Lord." Eph, 5:19. Some have h&rdened their heart with
"But God didn't say not to use the piano.t

Ce OSpeaking in ton;ues has ceased, "Charitj never faileth; but whether there be
prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tonpg UPS, they shall cease; whether
there be knowledge, it shall venish away." 1 Cor. 13:8.

WHY CAN'T MUMBERS OF THE CHURCH SEEL THESE THINGS?

A. . "But seek ye first the xln"don of God, and his righteousness; and all these things

shall be added unto you," Mt. 6:33.

Be ”Thou shalt love the Lorx d thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind." Mt. 22:37.

Ce "As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby.!
1 Pet. 2:2, "Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." 2 Tim, 2:15.

D. "Upon the LerC day of the week let everyone of you lay by hjm in store, as God hath
prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come," . Cor. L6iRs

E, "ot forsalking tle assemblind of ourselves together, as the manner of some isj
but exhorting one another; and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching,!

H eb lO‘?5.

P "Hyven so faith,
thou know, o vair

.

if it hath not works, is dead, being alone." Jas., 2:17. "But wilt
n man, that faith ‘1u oub works is dead," Jas. 2:20.



CONCLUSION :

1. Cod has revealed his way through Jesus Christ (Jdn. 15:6) unto man,
2. A1l men that would be saved must follow God's directions. Mu, 7:21=23,
. 'a, Oneée that-builds on God!s -word is llke a house built on a solid foundathQ.

Mte T:2h,25.
b. One that dqes not build on God's word is llke a house bullt on Sand, Mbt,. 7q?6 27.

»



THE BIBLE--I1 KINGS H¢o
TRAMES [HEADo WS ‘

Introduction. !

1. The book of Kings belongs to "bthe great period of oral prophets and oral prophecy,!
a. The form of the book is historical, but "it is history from the prophetic

. standpoint,! '

b. In the period covered in 2 Kings such prophets as Ilijah, Elisha, Tsaiah, and
Jeremiah, "were faithfully testifying of the moral foundation of the nation,
vindicating the righteousness of God and rebuking sin and upholding the divine
ideal to which God's people as a nation has been called." (The 0ld Testement
Books™, p. 147) .

2. Chrles H. Roberson, said that "the chief aim of !Kings!' is didactic, the impart-
ing of great moral lessons backed up by illustration from the nation's history
and from the lives of its heroes and leaders."

3, The key test of the book "The Lord removed Israel out of His sight, as he had
said by His servants the prophets." 2 Kings 17:23.

L. The key word might be downfall or desolation and the theme "LhC.C3 ino off of

o - i

a, 21 times we read that "So-and-So" did that which was evil in the sight of
the Lord, but only 8 times do we read that "So-andSo" did that which wes right
in the sight of the Lord,

b ."A period of history of approximately 265 years is recorded with the dowmfall
described, its causes listed, and a solemn warning put forward for the benélit
of others." (Hayden, p. 62)

5, With these thoughts in mind let!'s-consider:

Discussion.
I, THE CONTENTS OF IT KINGS.

A. "2 Kings opens in-the midst of an account of the reign of Ahaziah ovér Israel
and ends with the destruction of the Kingdom of Judah and the desolation of
Jerusalem, -and the burning of the temple, followed by a notice of libBeration
of Jehoichin from-his Babylonian prison.! :

1. .The kingdom.of Israel came to an end when its capitel, Samaria, was de-
stroyed by the Assyrians in 722 B.C., after lasting 250 years. -2 Kgs. LT
2. The kingdom of Judah lasted nearly 150 years after Israel came to an’end
~ when Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem in 586 B.C. 2 Kgs. 25.
Be Elisha, the prophet, and his work. 2 Kgs. 1--13:2l,
1. Elisha is associated with Flijah in his last days. 1==2:12,
a. Elijeh and his last association with the king of Israel.
b. Elijah visits the prophets with Elisha and he is then taken into heaven.
2:1-12, :
2. Elisha performs many miracles in Israel. 2:13=13:21,
a. He parted the waters of Jordan. 2:13=15.
b. The spring of waters is healed at Jericho. 2:19-22,
c. The denouncing of the mocking youths (there were delinquents in the land)
244 23-'25 Y
d. The victory over the three kings of Moab., 3:1-25.
e. 0il is provided for & widow to pay her debt. A4:l-7,
f. The birth, death, and restoration of the son of the Shunammite woron,
L 28-37, :
g. The healing of the poisoned pot. £4:38=41 '
he The multiplying of the leaves to feed many. Lsh2-Lh.
i. The healing of Naaman the leper. 5:l=19,
jo The smiting of Gehazi with leprosy. 5:20-27.
¢. The causing of the iron to swim. 6:1-7,
1. The horses and chariots of fire in the mountains. 6:8-17.
m. The smiting of the Syrians with blindness. 6:18-23, '

- . 3. The.death of Elisha. 13:14-21,
C. Many of the kings of Israel and Judah are named in the book (also 1 Kings) and
their reigns and associated events are described.



IT.

le Israel had 9 dynasties.and 19 kings.
Jereboam---22 Years——---1 Kgs. 1.,:20. Jehoahaz-—-17 years-—--2 Kgs, 13:1.
Nadab——m—m——mm 2 Yearg————=1 Kgs. 15:25, Hehoashmr—ee16 years~—-2 Kgs. 13:10,
Baashgmm=—=2l, Years———m-I kgs, 49 420,33, Jereboan 2-41 yesrs—--—2 Kgs. 14:23.
Elahmwm—me 2 Yearg~——-——=1 Kgs, 16:6, Zechariosh-- 6 Mo, =—=2 Kgs. 15:8,
AT gk T 7 Dayse—-—- -1 Kgs. 16:10, Shallum = 1 Moy==—-=2 Kgs, 15:13.
(075l ERE—— 12 Yearg—w——-1 Kgs, 16:23. HMenahenm—==10 Yrs, =2 Kgs., 15:1L,
Ahobmmemeem22 Yearg——r—. 1 Kos. 16:29, Pekahigh=——— 2 Yrs,—--2 Kgs, 15:23.
Ahaziah=~—- 2 Yearge———l Kgs, 20:51 Pekoh=r-mmna=20 yrg—-=2 Kgs, Lheay,
Jehoram—-—12 Years—————2 Kgs, 3:1, Hosheammrmre 9 yprg——--2 Kgs, 17:1.
Jehu————- —=28 Yearg—————2 Kgs. 9:10:36,

2e¢ Judah has 1 dynasty, 19 kings and one queen.
Rehoboam~—~=17 yrs=—l Kgs, 1/4:21 - Jotham————- 16 yrs-—-2 Kgs. 15:32
Abi jah—smeme 3 yrs—~--l Chron, 13:k,2 Ahagmm—— 16 yrs—-=2 Kgs. 16:1
A8 L] yro——-E Kgse 15:20 Hezekiah==-29 yrs———2 Kgs. 18:1
Jehoshaphat=-25 yrs—-——2 Chron.17:1;20:31. Manasseh===55 yrs---2 Kgs. 21:1
Jehoramem——- 8 yrs—--2 Kgs, 8:16 Amone=e=ismm 2 yrs—-—2 Kgs, 21:19
Ahaziah=mew— 1 yr—-—2 Kgs, 8:25,26 Josiah=-—=3L yrs—-=2 Chron. 3l:l
Ahtaliah. 6 yrs—-—-2 Kgs, 11313 Jehoahag==~ 3 Mo,--=2 Chron, 36:2
Jehoagh—w -, L0 yro———2 Kgs, 12:1 Jehoiachim-1L Yrs—--2 Chron, 36:5-
Amaziah 29 yrs—-—2 Kgs, 14:1 Jehoiachin- 3 Mo,--~2 Chron. 36:8,9
Azariah 52 yrs———2 Kos, 1531 Zedgkiah~--11 Yrs, 2 Chron.. 36:11

Des The downfall of Israel.

ls The reasons why Israel fell are given by God. 17:6~17,
a. Sinned against the Lord their God. v. 7.
b, Walked in the statutes of the heathen. v. 8.
ce "Did secretly tlose things that were not right against the Lord their God,®

Vi 9e

de Set up images, idols, and high places. vv. 10-12,
e. Rejected the warning of the prophets, v. 13451h,
f. Rejected statutes and left commandments of God. v. 154di6¢

g+ Offered their children as burnt offerings.
2« The nation that carried them into captivity was Assyriaw 17:3,6,23..

Ve 170 g

Bs The downfall of Judah.
- 1. Some of the reasons for Judah's fall are listed,
8. Did more evil than the heathen nations about them, 29 11,1:6,
b. Manasseh shed immocent blood in Jerusalem. 21:16,
2+ Babylon carried Judah into captivity for 70 years. 2 Chron. 36:21-23.
8. The first group in 606 B.C. 24:1ff, .
b. The second group in 597 B.C® 24:10ff.
c. The third group in 586 B.C. 25:1ff,
SOME PRACTICAL LESSONS FROM ITI KINGS.

As The tremendous influence and power of an example vividly illustrated.

1. Ahaziah, the king with which 2
evil in the sight of the Lord"

father, and in thé way of his mother, and in the

22:52b,

2.
father, the chariots of Israel,
13:14.,

Hoshea, the father of Hegekieh,

3

2) but Hezekiah "did that which was right in the sight of God.,"
s ()

3)

Kings begins

(1 Egs. 52:52&). He "walked in the way of his

way of dJereboam . . ." 1 Kgs,

BElisha recognized the tremendous power of flijah when he said "My father. mv
3 : J PRRLLY

and the horsemen therefo." 2 Kgs,. 2:12; cf,

did evil in the sight of the Lord (2 Kgs. 17:1,
(2 Kes, 1831~

2. Despite his father'!s wickedness he must have had a godly mother.

b, Timothy had such a grandmother and mother. ;
Jesus emphasizes that we are to be the preserving power of the comminity where

l[..

we are., Mt., 5:13-16,

B. The essentiality of doing what God says do 1s illustrated by Naaman., 2 Kgs. 5:l-ll.

1. Neaman was cured when he comple

2 Tim. 1:4,5.

ted what God required and not before,

® LVEBN,, ISYId B WNNOOS

» the son of Ahab and Jezebel, "did
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2, There are three valuable lessons to be gained in noting why Neamen did not
at first obey God. :
a. Tt was different from the way he thought. 5 :11.
b. He thouzht one place and one way was just as good as anotler. 5 212,
G« It was too simple., 5313,
C. Our responsibility and opportunity today is like that of the four lepers,
1. The four lepers had good tidings that needed to be told. 7:1-9.
2, We have good tidings that need to be told. Mbt. 28:18-203 Lk. 2:10.
D. Tt is dangerous to trust in bruised reeds. 18:2L,
1.Despite the warnings of the prophets Israel trusted in the bruised reed of Byt
to save them from Assyria,
2. Many todey are brusting in brusied reeds--doctrines of men, power, money, etc.
E. "What have they seen in thine House?" 20:15
1. Hezekiah showed representatives from Babylon everything in his house when they
came to visit.
2. What do people see in your house and mine in the way of:

a. Authority d. Love
b. Literature e, Relision

D

c. Happiness

Cone Jusion,

T. "2 Kings is valuable for its deep religious teacliing and the insight which it gives
us into CGod's providential and morsl government of the world."

2. Tt is a rich treasury for adwonition and learning.

3. The references to 2 Kings in the New Testament are striking evidence of it being a
part of God's word.

L. Tt confirms such statements as "Godspake by the mouth of his holy prophets . . oM

1 Bet. 3:21.
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"MORE THAN GONQUERORSM
Romans 8:26-39

ODUCTION :

e e e

TTs

Read or quote the textb,

Emphasize Rom, 8:37 - "Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors througl
him that loved us." A number of years ago William Hendricksen wrote-a book on
Revelation and entitled i "Ebre Uhan Concuerors."

In the midst of a world: o bainy Christians - young and old, mature and im-
mature - are often ing wondering if there is really certa 1nbV.

In the midst of a world of war, turmoil, hatred, racial prejudice, Hs’rrusu and
general jmhappiness 3 ristian no“ds and can have something that enable s-hfm to
be WGOd wants him ‘
In the text of the morning are four statements: (1) "And we know that all things
work together for good..."; (2) M"If God be for us, who can be against VS, 1z
(3) ™le are more than conquerors!; (L) "I am persuaded."

3 ”‘U "‘:SIOI‘I :
. And we know that all

. things work together for good: to them that love God, to thenm
wjjo are called according to his purpose, Rom. 8:28. :
As "And we know."
I. In a Iife speculation, supposition, imag
fort to find a men who says, "I know,"
2. How many of us often quote these words, not so much because -we believe then,
: but because we want to believe them? ;
3¢ The expression "I know" was often on the tongues of the apostles, Rom, 8¢
22.23%¢ 2 Goby 5sls 2 THm 131235 1 Jns 2434
Be HATH thlnws work together for good."
1. First, Paul does not asseit that all Lli,ps hat happen to the Christian
are good, but "that all things work together for the ultimate good.!

a., "Something that occurs to-day may be the beginning of a series of
circumstances which will not come to fruibion for the next twenty
years, but the next twenty years will prove how essential the almost
unnoticed ‘circumstance was for our later good. One of the most inter-
esting features of history if - to observe how things of an apparently
opposite nature have worked-togebther for some universal-benefit -
things whicn at first sight could scarcely have been believed toe have
any poséible connection with each other. And yel they have been as
closely connected as the links of a2 chain or the cog-wheels-that work
into each other in a piece of machinery," (Great Texts,  Vols 1k, p. 92

b. When the physician has prescribed some medicine, we go-to the h nist
to have it made up; and he takes one ingredient from this phial, and
another from that, and another from edsewhere; any one of these-taken
alone might kill ag outright, but when they have well compounded and

rixed, they work together for a perfect cure.
20 Second, we must make no mistake about what Paul means by "good,!

a., Good in God's sense of the word. ,

b. Good here does not mean unsullied and unmixed joy and happiness. If
one thinks that all things work together to give the godly man all he
desires, keep him free from trials, etc., he'll be disappointed.

c. The good to which all things work together is the end or purpose God
has 'in mind,

(1) This world is a training place for character.
(2) To be in the image of Christ. 2 Cor. 3:18,
3. MA1l things" include:

a. The hope set before us, Rom. 8:24,25,

be The heln of the Holy Spirit. Rom. 8:26,

¢. The eternal purpose of Cod. Rom. 8:28c.

de God uses man's evil to bring good. Gen. 50:20,

e« The dlLlLthoﬂs of life worketh for good. 2 Cor. 4:17.

What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?

Rom, 8:31.

L= b

rination, etec., it's a genuine com-
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God is for 18, s
1. God' Mve his Son to die Tor us even while we were sinners, Rom., 8-323, 5:8,
2, TIf God gave his Son then he surely will never withhold any of tne lesser
things. Rom. 8:32b.
Since God is for us observe u;ab is true and what cannot happen’?
1. No one can lay a charge against God's elect and make it stick because
it is God that ixuulf1€uﬂ" and he is for us. Ve 33
2ev o lhe oqlr one bhat can condemn us is God. Ve 34
B Chrlut died and arose and ascended to remove the only thing that
cause (God to condenmn.
b, If we sin He is at God's right hand to intercede for us. V. 34D,
3. Nothing can separate us from "the love of Christ.l Ve 354
8.4 il e 10v¥ of Christ!" here is his love for us, not our love for
b, When af lloclon, distress, persecution, Lanlne nakedneos, peril, or
sword arise Codts children seem to get the 1rpre ssion that MHe bau Tor-
saken them, bUb ¢ >s are rather proof of his presence than
his absence,
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"{ay in all these thincgs we are more than conquerors through him that loveth us,!

Rom. $:37.
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A conqueror is "one thab conquers; one that wins or overcomes aniadversary.!

Since the Christian is more than a conqueror several things must be true:

1. The Christian overcomes the trials of life,

2., The Christian not only overcomes them but he rises above them,

3, The Christien is more than a conqueror because he uses the very © things that
are trials to strengthen his character.

L. Ve not only overcome our enemies, but even makes theh fight on our side,’
¢f, Acts 163 235-103 Rev, 319, :

5. The final victory is when we pass into neaven.

The Christian is "more than conguerors" "through him that loveu us.t Ve B,

Why?

1. I am free from sin in Him, 8:2,

2, I have all spiritual blessings in him., Eph. 1:3.

3., He strengbhens me, Phil, 4:13.

ko I am complete in Him, Col. 1:10.

IV, ""For I am persuaded, thab neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalitics,
nor powers, nor thincs present, nor things Lo come,.." Rom. 8:38,
A+ All things - eawoAlv and heavenly — can ngver separate us from God's love,
B, Paul had the strength of persuasion that all men must have to please God.
cf. Rom. 42:20,2L,
CONCLUSION
i, Jhat peace the Christian can enjoy if he!ll only believe these promises.
2, Only our own apostasy can separate us from the love of God and with such assurance

what does the Christian have to fear?
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THE BIBLE - EZRA
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The book of Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther all belong to the same period of time,

a. The first group of Jews was carried into captivity about 606 B.C. by Nebuchadnezzai
2 Kgs2h:l; Dan, 1-5, »

mb. The second group of Jews was carried into captivity about 597B,C. 2 Kgss 24:10.

¢. The third group was carried into captivity in 586 B.C. and Jerusalem was destroyed.,
2 Kgs. 25; 2 Chron, 36:14~21, i ; i
ds These books are a continuation of the history begun in Kings and Chronicles, .
The events of Esther occur between the lagtverse of Fzra 6 and Ezra T2l
€+ These three books cover a period of some 100 years (538 B.C. = 440 B.C.), althaigh
. events of only about 4O years are actually stated, e
It was 70 years from the time the first group was carried into captivity (606 B.C,)
until the Jews returned in 537 B,C. ; : ; :
2. Jeremiah has prophesied they would be in captivity .70 years., Jer. 25 :3;’ 29810,
be The writepof Chronicles has mentioned that in Judah!s going into captivity for
.70 years the words of Jeremiah were fulfilled, 2 Chron, 36:21, ~
¢. God, through Isaiah the prophet, prophesied that Cyrus » When he came to power,
would allow the Jews to return home. Isa, 44 :28; 45:1,

d. FEzra begins with the words that Cypus gave the decree for the.Jews to return,
Ezra 1l:1. .

The key text of the book is Ezra 6:1L. .
The key word would be reconstruction and the theme "overcoming opposition.!

The purpose of the book is "to show that God fulfilled His promise to restore His
exiled people to their land, It shows how God did this through the instrumentality
of the great heathen monareh and through chosen men from the people as Zerubbabel,
Jeshua, Bzra, etcyess The Jews were restored to their land that they might bring
forth Christ."(%0ld Testament Books," p., 186-187) ’ .

a5

6. Let's consider:
DISCUSSION : ;
I. THE RETURN UNDER ZERUBBABEL. Eazra 1:1-6:22, :
A. Cyrus gives the decree that all the Jews that desire may return home, l:l-,
B. Approximately 50,000 Jews with many of the vessels of the temple prepare to
return, ls5 = 2:70, : .
. Ce The building began in the 7th month after their return, 3:1- 13,
1. The altar of burnt offering is built first. 381,26 >
2. The foundation of the temple was begun in the 2nd month of the 2nd years.
A 3:,8'713. : »
D. The work is hindered and stopped for some 16 to 18 years, L:1-24a,
l. Zerubbabel refused the help of the Samaritans in the land and they -"troubled
them in building," 4sl-16. ! ] -
as They hired counselors against them, L35, .
b. They wrote an accusation against them to Ahasuerus and later to Artaxexes
. of Persia, L3616, - .
2. The king sends a letter to Rehum and Shimshai of Samaria to -stop the work of
the Jews, 4:17=24a, :
Ee The work is resumed again during the 2nd yedr of the reign of Darius. 4:24b - 6322,
l. The prophets Haggai and Zecharish rose up to stir up the people, 51,23 611k,
2+ The Samaritans once again try to stop the work by sending a letter to Darius,
5 33-170 Kat »
3+ Darius finds the decree of Darius and sends a letter back to "let ‘the work of
this house of God alone." 6:7, “ -
Lo The temple #d finished on the "third day of the month Adar, which was in the
6th year of the reigh of Darius.m" 6:15, .
IX, THE RETURN UNDER EZRA. 7:1 - 10skl,

A, Ezra,
l. Ezra was a "ready scribe in the law of Moses." 7:6,
2. Ezra had prepared his heart: 7:10
a. To seek the law of the Lord.
be To do it :
cs To teach in Israel statutes and judgments,
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Ezra led the second group of Jews back to Jerusalem to restore the law and the

worship.

1. The king gave a decree that Ezra was to receive all the help he needed,
7:11-28; 8¢36,

2. Ezra and all the company gather by the river Ahava to fast and pray before
they begin the journey. 8:1=30,

3. They left Babylon on the 1lst month in the T7th. year of Artaxirxes. 7:7=9; 8331=35.

Ezra finds a need of many reforms when he arrives in Jerusalem.

1. The people and the priésts have intermarried with the inhabitants oi‘ the
lands, 9:1,2; 10:18=L),

2+ Bzra prays to God before the people and it results in confess:.on and. repentance
on the part of the people, 9:3~15; H 10:1=17.

SbI%E PRACTICAL LESSONS FROM EZRA.

A.

B.

C.

D,

E.

Fo

Go

God uses both the righteous and unrighteous to accomplish his purposes,

1. Cyrus, Ahasuerus, and Artaxerxes were heathens, but they became instruments in
the hands of God. God called Cyrus '"my shepherd, and shall perform all my
pleasure." Isa. 44:28.

2+ Zerubbabel, Ezra and Nehemiah were righteous and used by God.

There can be no compromise with the forces of evil in the Lord's work,

1. The Samaritans offered their help in building the temple. A4:2,

2. Zerubbabel said, "You have nothing to do with us to build an house unto our
God." 423, ; '

3.7 There:can be: no cempromise with evil today. 2 Jn. 9=11l.

Discouragements and oppositions will come in many forms to any good work,

1, The old men who had seen the first temple took part of the Jjoy out of th:.s

work by their tears when they compared the two. 3:11l-13,

2. The Samaritans hired evil men to frustrate their purpose., L:5.

3., The Samaritans made accusations against them, 436,

L. Some of the greatest d:.sonuragements to good works -are members of the church,

God's people can become so involved in "building their own houses!" that they neglect.

the Lord's worke L2243 5316,

l. Haggai told the people that they had time to build their ceiled houses hub
nthis house lieth waste," Haggai 1l:3=6,

2. Jbsus said some Christians would get so busy that they would neglec‘e. hn.s
work. Mbe 133226

Preparation is essential to success in any endeavor. :

1. Egzra had prepared his heart "to seek the law of the Lord..." Ezra 7310,

2. Egra prepared the peoplé for the journey to Jerusalem and the work upon
arrival, 73283 8:15, 21,

3. John the Baptist preached "Prepare ye the wagy of the Lord..." Mbe 3:l,2.

Lo Some try to enter life!s work before they afe prepared. "

The power of Fervent prayer cannot be overestimated. Jas., 5:16.

1l. Ezrats prayer is truly an example to .uss
a. He was truly burdened when he approached God "I arose -up from my

heaviness." 9:5a,
be He approached God reverently - "I fell upon my knees." 9 5ce
ce He recognized his own sins and those of his people ~ "I am ashamed and
blush to 1ift up my facd to thee, my God..." 9:6.,
d, He recognized God's goodness and mercy toward him and the people. 9¢7=9,
. e, He confessed the sins they had committed. 9*10—15.

2. DIzrats prayer brought results in the people.
a. They confessed their sins before God, 10:1,2. ’ :
be. They resolved to separate themselves from thelr sins.lO 3 1l=14.,

The power of God!s word is recognized and .given emphasis throughout the book.

1. Cyrus® decree was fulfillment of the word of the Lord. l:l. -

2 Haggai and Zechariah speaking the worfsl of the Lord stirred the people to
action, 5:l; 6:lh,

3s They bullded and finished the house "according to ‘the commandment of the
Lord." 6:1lhbe .

Le Ezra was guided by the law of the Lord (7 210) and when he taught that werd a
great reformation followed., .

5. The people trembled at the word of the Lord, 10:3,9.
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CONCLUSION :
1. The book of Ezra fits marvelously into the overall purpose of the Bible as it

reveals God bringing the people, through whom Christ would come , back to their
land,

2¢ God's mercy, righteousness, and goodness is truly manifested toward those that do
his will,.






FATHERS

INTRODUCTION.
1. Did yeu knew that America stands alone among medern societies that pay special

2,

L,

honor to fathers:

&, The designation of a specific Father's Day is a 20th Century one,

b. "When President Richard Nixen signed a Congressional resolution in 1972,
establishing permanently the third Sunday of June as Father's Day, he elimi-
nated the need for an annual Designation." (Dennis Lo, )

Prior te 1972 an official proclamation was issued each’ settlng thetime.

a, President Calvin Coolidge refused to give the day official sanction on a
national basis,

be. But in 1924 he offered his personal support by saying, "The widespread obser-
bance ofthis occasion is cultivated to establish more intimate relations be-
tween fathers and their ehildren gnd alse to impress upon fathers the full
measure of their eblijations.®

He offered two rationales for okserving such a day.

a, The ten commandments which requires people to honer father.and.mothew...(Bf.

Eph. 6243 Col, 3:21)

b, It is a time of ﬁ&ﬂ:&&:ﬁ:&&&gr‘aﬁ1tudga,Q

But for tathers it {72 time of reflection and self-examination:

a, Did my children.see how much.l.loved their mother?

b. Did they sense.how deeply I cared for their development.?

)14 they feel they could come to me without being cut off or put adide?

d. Did they know how often I prayed for them?

e, Did they seemChris§“11q1ngJ1n‘ms_at;heme as well as at church?







PARENTS, ACCEPT YOUR RESPONSIBILITY
Eph, 68l=)

TNTRODUCTION
1. Read or quote the text with exphasis on verse 4.
2+ Bro. Shepherd, one of the elders at Highland Avenue in Memphis runs the Harding
Book Store, and conducts teacher's training sessions, recently said, "Unless parents
accept a greater and closer working responsibility with teachers, the time is not far i
the future when we may have to pay someone to teach many of our classes,"
3+ Some congregations are already experiencing a "walk out" of teachers because of impos-
sible discipline,
4o Two of our teachers have quit and two ro three more are ready to quit because of
discipline problems in classes,
5« So our study today is "Parents accept your responsibility."
DISCUSSION:
I. WHAT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY AS REVEALED BY OUR TEXT?
A. "Fathers, provoke not your children to wrath."
1. "Provoké means to ®irritate beyond measure,"! "to incite to anger,"
Re Parents are not by harsh, critical treatment to cause their children to grow
angry and rebellious. !
B. '"Bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord."
1. Bring them up("nurture" ASV). et
a. There is a molding as well as & controlling. : '
; bel" God ecommended Abraham because he knew he would bring his children up pro-
perly. Gen, 18:19, -
2. "in the nuirture" ("chastening" ASV). It means the training of a child,
Prov, 2216,
3+ "And admenition of the Lord " T wuwd Wepe T&GoEddLy
as The word here literally means "a pubtting in mind," Put your children in
- mind of the Lord, : .
be. It refers to’exhortation, urging, warning, We must not-only teach children
the truth, but urge them to live it, :
Co Your responsibility and mine is clearly before us and :
II. THERE ARE A NUMBER OF-GREAT REASONS WHY PARENTS MUST ASSUME THEIR RESPONSIBILITY.
Ae God expects it of us, . 4 .. -
1. The responsibility of parents was clearly emphasized under the law of Moses,
Deut. 6:6-9; 30:15,16; 32:46,47; L bR,
2. We live under a greater lawaand are warned about-no escape=if we neglect this
solemn responsibility, Heb, . 2:1~), \ .
B So many-have paid so-much.to make it possible for us to train our children in the
_way of the Lord, s Z . - T TOTTIIERE IS
1. God gave his Son to moke it possible for man to have his truth., Jn. 1:173 Rom
2¢ The apostles suffered so much to reveal and teach that truth to mens 2 Cor., 1ls
3s The reformers paid such a high price to get the Bible back to the - 23%28@
people. John Wycliff, John Hess, Martin Luther, ete, :
Le The restorers risked their very life-to teach people the way of truth. Barton
W, Stone, "Raccoon" John Smith, ete, = - g :
5. People are literally begging in some places for the word of God, while we
have "Bibles to burn" and are indifferent:about it. °
C. Lontinued neglect.of the word of God brings tremendous loss.
l. It brings loss of desire for study just as continuous refraining from food
limits one'!s capacity for intake,
2+ It brings destruction because of lack of knowledge. Hos. 4:6.
3e It can bring a famine of God's word or God literally taking it from us,. Amos8314
D. A failure to assume the responsibility to train our children in the way of the 14
Lord leaves the impression that His way is not too important. q
1. TUhen a mothercspends hours preparing for a wedding, birthday party, PTA meeting
etc. what conclusion does the child draw?
2. When Dad spends - great amounts of money to accomplish some purpose, hours
on some projects, hours studying for activity in some civie club, the child
concludes Dad thinks it's important,
3+ When parents spend little or no time in Bible study, preparing for the services,
etc., the child concludes its not too important.




Le "Christian parents should specially be careful how they strive for the worldly
advancement of their children at the hazard of their spiritual interests,
It fills one at times with a kind of despair to see how those who profess to
regard religion as all-important subordinate it to almost every other thing
in 1life; how educational accomplishments, and choicg of persuits, and friend-
ships, and alliances, are discussed and fixed without ever coming into
serious view., Were it boddly infection, it would fill them with alarm, but
spiritual danger is lightly passed by. It is one great reason why Christianity
makes so little progress, and why Christian families are constantly melting
away into the worldliness around them; while the parents have to see their
children lost, not only to vital religion, but even to that strength of mind
and steadiness of purpose which are necessary to any firm pesition in life,
Both worlds frequently slip from the grasp in the miserable attempt to gain
the false glitter of the present, and the bitter waters of disappointment
sweep, like the Sea od Sedom, over the ruins of fortune and fame coveted
at the cost of cénsistent principle., Let the kingdom of God and his right-
eousness be sought and maintained in the first place; if worldly position
follews, it will be honorably borne and usefully employed, and if God does
not see fit to give it, there will be sufficient compensation in the pure
and imperishable tﬁeasures with which He can f£ill the soul.® (Butler’s Bible
Work, page L4l)

E, It's a respon31billty that cant't be shlfted

1. We live in an age when we think we can pay someone else to do everything.

a. Some think their responsibility ends when.they send money to an orphan
home,
b. Some think when they place their mother or father in.a rest home and
pay their way they are through.

c. Some byy their children everything they want and thinks. all is well,

2., Parents think they can let someone else teach their children.
a. The Bible teacher can help but she can't do it for you. -
be The elders can help but just so far.
¢. The Christian schools can help but they cannot do our job for us,

F. It's obvious that some are not accepting their responsibility.

1, The fact that we areruﬂyhav1ng so many problems in our classrooms show

. this, (How many classes have problems this morning?)

2. The fact that so many of our children don't have their lessons is obvious
that some of you are not, (How many had their lesson this morning?)

3. The fact that so many adults eome td class without having even studied shows
A the failure. .
CONCLUSION
ls There are some things you can do:
: 2. Expect your child to behave in class.
% 0o Be. Be sure they have their lesson before they come to class.
¢, Study your own lesson and set the pight example,
d. Make sure your child, by your actions know Bible Study is 1mportant.
2e¢ Children are not Pust to enjoy and caress, but to train for life here and hereafter.
a., Will they thank their parents for spiritual instruction?
be Or will they grow up thirsting for the word of the Lord which their parents
did not give them? 1 Peter 2:1,2,



T
THE BIBLE-—-NEHEMIAH :
JPMES MEROOWS

Introduction. < e !
Ll. The book of Nehemiah must be classed among the tbuly great historical records of ‘the
0l1d Testament, :

as It sheds great light on an importent period in Israel's history.

be It is a most wonderful autobiography of a great man, v

2+ M, Norval Young says "All yoting ministers should read this book and read it often, All
those Christians who wish to serve God in troubled times need to read this book and read
it often. Those elders who wish to lead the people of God courageously meed to read
this book and read it often,™ ("0ld Testament Books', p, 194) : ;

3« The key word of the book is "restoration" and the key text is Nehemiah 4:9.

8+ Nehemiah'S work of rebuilding the walls is emphasized,

b. He placed absolute faith in the power of prayer, but he also recognized the need of
man's part. As Oliver Cromwell would have put it: "We trust in God and keep our
powder dry,.™ % g |

Le Letts consider:

&
Discussion, : :
T. THE CONTENTS OF THE BOOK OF NEHEMIAH. :
A. The first section gives an account of the circumstances which led to thé appointment
- of Nehemiah, his royal commission, and journey to Jerusalem, 1:l--2:11. :
l. News of conditions in Jerusalem brought to Nehemiah by returning Jews, 1:1-3,
2+ Nehemiah's weeps, mourns, fasts, and prays. 1:4-11. ;s
3+ Nehemiah is given permission to return by Artaxerxes in the 20th year of his reign.
2:1—80 3 : :
4« The journey is made'to Jerusalem., 2:9-11,

B. The second section records the building of the walls in 52 days despite the opposi-
tion of Sanballat and his followers, 2:12; 6, %

1. Nehemiah inspects the sisuation and presents the picture of need to the people,
2:12-18, : '

2« Nehemiah orgsnizes and makes assignments for repairing, 3:1-32,

3« Opposition from Sanballet and followers. Ll 6, Al

4o Opposition in the camp is overcome and the wall is finished, 5:1-19; 6:15,16,

Co The third section relates the means used by Nehemiah to improve the religious
character of his people, Chap, 7-12,

1, There is a register of the people who first returned from Babylon with their obe
lations to the temple. Chap, 7.

2+ There is the readiﬁg of the law by Ezra, the preaching and_explaining of the law
and its effect on the people, Chap, 8,

3e There is the appointment of a solemn fast and humilation of the people, and their
renewal of the ‘covenant with God. Chaps. 9,10, : A

Lo There is a record of those who dwelt at Jerusalem and other cities, .Chap, 11,

5s There are the name$ of the priest and %the dedication of the wall, Chap, 12,

Do The fourth section "gives an account of his visit to Babylon, his return to Jerusa-
lem, and the second reformation which effected mainly by his piety and zeal, Chap, 13
Four-abuses confornted Nehemaih when he returned: : 2 g
1, Eliashib the priest had given-a place to Tobiah within the temple itself, 13 :=1-9,
2+ The Levites were not given their share and were therefore forced to work in th

fields to the neglect of the temple service, = 13:10-14, :
3+ The Sabbath day 'was being violated, 13:15-22. :
Le The people were once again engaging in mixed marriages, 13:23=31,
IT. THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL SUCCEEDED IN REBUILDING THE WALL AROUND JFRUSALEM BECAUSE SEVERAL-

FACTORS WERE PRESENT THAT ARE BOSENTIAL TO SUCCESS. /

A. They believed God was with them and He would bless their work with success,

l. ™. . . according to the ‘good hand of my God upon me," 2:8c, i

2+ "Then I told them of the hand of my God which was good upon me . ,°.," 2:18a,

3¢ "The God of heaven, he will prosper us . . " 2:20b,

bhe ™ o + o Be not ye afraid of them: remember the Lord e « o And God had brought
their counsel to nought,n Lelh,15
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The people were united in the work.
1, "et us rise up and build."™ 2:18b,
2. 1So we build the wall." L:ba.
3, ", . . everyone with one of his hands wrought in the work « « o™ A4317bs
he The early church succeeded because they were united (Acts 2:463 L:32) and we are to
be of one mind. (1 Cor, 1:10) :
The people prepared for the work they were to do. '
1. First, Nehemiah surveyed the work and laid the plans before them. 2:12-18,
2, "So they strengthened their hands for this good work,™" 2:18d, ¢
3. Christians are to prepare themselves for the work of the Lord," 2 Tim, 2:20,21,
The people had a mind to work. A:z6b.
1. A man that does not have a mind to work is of little value anywhere.
2, A discouraged man does not have a mind to work. :
They made their prayer unto Gods 429
1. They realized the essential need of the strength from God.
5. Christians must pray regularly. Eph, 6:18; Phil, L:6.
They were on constant watch against their enemies, ;
1. They set a "watch against them day and night.™ 4:9 ’ o
2. They buildt with one hand and held a weapon with the other hand. L4:17.
3, We are told to watch at all times., Mbt. 24:425 1 Thess. 5:6.
They had a great leader———-—-— Nehemiah.
1. Any orgaimation is but the shadow of its leadership.
2. Nehemiah was a great leader for the same reasons that any leader can be great.
a. He was able to sympathize with his people. l:h.-
b. He was able to inspire the people to work. 2:17,18a.
c. He was sincere and enthusiastic about his work.
d. He was willing to give time and thought to his worke
(1) While other slept he was looking over the city. 2:12.
(2) In the same way elders and leaders must lead.
e. He refused to be-stopped by opposition that came in several forms:
(1) Scorn. 2:19,20, :
(2) Mockery. L:l=b.
(3) Threat of war. AL:7=23.
(4) Effort at Compromise, 6:l=ke
(5) Accusation of treason. 6:5-9. :
(6) Bffort to place fear in him through a false prophet. 6:210=14.
(7) Opposition from some of his own brethren. 6:17=19,
f. He was a great leader because he was greatly concerned about his own spiritual
welfare and that of his people, which is seen in several ways: :
(1) His regular prayers to Gods 1:53 Lth,9 ;
(2) His refusing to take bread from the governor in ordér to be an example to his
people. 5:1=19 e . : R
(3) His having Ezra to read and explain the law to the people. 81lb,2,3:5,7,84
(1) His zeal for removing violations of God's law from their midst. 13 24,10,15,23.

III. SOME ESSENTIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF PRAYER ARE VIVIDLY MANIFESTER, IN THIS BOOK.

_hAo
B
Ce
De
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Prayér is an audience with God. "We made our prayer unto our God." L:9a.

Prayer is to be earnest., "Nevertheless . o o he9a,

Prayer is to be continual. '"We made our prayer . . « and set a watch « o o day and
night." A:9%. Pray without ceasing, 1 Thess. 5:17., o oo ”

Prayer is to be definite. They made their prayer L agad st -G hel, 7 Ls9b.

Prayer is not only individual but a corporate thing. "We made our prayer." cf, Acts 1235
Prayer should be linked with activity, "We, . o set a watch,"

Conclusion, , :
1. The church will always need men with vision and ability to call us to duty and inspire us to do

ite

2. "But the Book of Nehemiah is more than the record of one man---it is a tribute to a people
who did "have a mind to work! and who couple with their energy with earnestness despite
all opposition." (M., Norval Young." ) :
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THE BIBLE -~ ESTHER
TAMES /MEADOWS

DITRODUCTION:

L

The book of Esther is the second book in the Bible that bears the name of a woman, the
other one being Ruth,

as The name of God is not found in the book of Esther and the Song of" Solomon,

be It has been said, however, that if "the name of God is not here, His finger is,"

2¢ '"The book of Esther 1s as the name Esther signifies, a 'Star.! It is the gen of the
Old Testmment Scriptures." (0ld Testament Books, p. 206).
3+ The Biblical record is almost completely silent concerning the Jewish state at
Jerusalem from the time of the completion of the temple in the sixth year of Darius
(515 B.C.) to the reign of Artaxerxes I beginning in 464 B.C. The story of Esther
constitutes the main biblical source for this period., Historically it is identified
with the reign of Ahasuerus, or XerXes (485-465 B.C.) é&nd is restricted to the welfare
of the6e§iles who did not return to Jerusalem." ("The Old Testament Speaks “(Schultz,
page 261
Lhe The key word of the book would be the providence'of God and the key verse is Esther A:
5. Let's consider: 15
DISCUSSION ¢ )
I. THE CONTENTS OF THE BOOK OF ESTHER,
Ao Some scenes in an. Oriental Court., (Chapters 1 & 2).
1. King Ahasuerus gives a great feast 1l:l-22, :
Z a. In the first feast he invites his pridces. L:l-l.
b. Another feast follows in which everyone is invited, 1:5-8.
c. Vashti gives a feast for the women. 1:9,
d, Vahsti refuses to present herself in.the presence of the king and his
drunken lords., 1l:16-12,
e, Upon the advice of his seven leadlng princes, Vashti is removed as queen
and warning letters sent to all wives throughout the prov1nces. l:13=22,
2. LEsther is chosen to take Vashti's place, 2:1-20,
a. All young virgins in the provinces -were to be gathered to the capital
-Shushan and spend a pear preparing for the king. 2:1-11,
b. Esther is chosen above all the maidens and a feast is given in her honor.
: 2 12"20 ®
3« DMordecai discovers a plot to kill the king, reports it, it is stopped and
record of it placed.¥in the book of the chronicles before the klng." 2:21-23,
B, Haman seecks to destroy the Jews, (Chap. 3)
‘ls Heman is advanced about all the princes. 3:1,2a. j
2. Haman hates Mordecal because he refuses to bow t0 him, 3:2b-6.
3. Haman gets the king to sign a decree that all Jews were to be killed on the
13th day of the 12th month, 3:7-15,
Cs Esther intercedes for her people,k:l.
1. Mordecai cries for his people and there was great mourning which Esther didn't
understand, L:l=l,
2. Egther sends Hatach to find out the trouble and Mordecai tells her; w1th advice
as to what to do. 4:5-=17,
. 3. .Esther approaches the king and risks her life for her people, 5:1-14,
Ds The triumph of the Jews, 6:1-10:3 :
l. Mordecai receives royal honor from the king, 6:1-11,
2+ Esther intercedes - Haman hanged, 6:12+7:10,
3+ Mordecai promoted, 8:l=17,
Le The Jews fight against their enemies and win, 9:1-15,
5 The feast of Purim is instituted., 9:16-~32,
6. Mordecai continues to receive high honor, 10:1-3,
IT, GREAT AND PRACTICAL LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF ESTHER.

A, There have always been individuals willing to stand for a principle even at risk
of their life,

1. Vashti
a, Vashtil's Persian name means "beautiful or excellent woman! and such she
was,

be When commanded to appear before the king and his drunken princes to dlsplay
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her beauty she refused.l:10-12,
ce "Her courage was equal to her modesty - she resisted the royal mandate
~rather than violate her own chastity."
2 Mordecai. He refused to pay to Haman homage that belonged only to God 3:2,
3. Esther., She said "if I perish, I perish,” 4:16d,
Esther is an example of one of humble means rising to a place of great promlnence,
1, BShe was an orphan. 2:7,
2. She was fair and beautiful. 2:7.
3. She listened and obeyed her uhcle, 2320,
4. She gained favor of those about her, 2:9, l5c.
God will get his work done either by us or by someone else, :
1. At the time the Jews were threatened Hsther had a work she could do for God.
2. But Mordecai told her that &f she did not "then shall relief and deliverance
arise to the Jews from another place.' L:1lib.
Every opportunity is a special call,
l. "Who knoweth whether thou art not come to the kingdom for such a time as
this." 4:lhd,
2. Just as there was a work that only Esther could do to save her people 80
there is a work the church must do. <
a. Make known the manifold wisdom of God, Hph. 3:8~11,
be Be truly the foundation of truth,l Tim, 3: 14, 154
¢, "The answer to our present desperate situation in the world does not lie
with the educationalist or economist, the politician or philosopher, the
scientist or secial worker - it lies w1th us who are in the kingdom,"
@Hayden, Do 83),
We may fail in our duty simply by being silent,
l. At first Esther thought to remain silent because she feared to go before
the king. 4:10,11,
2. She failed to reallze that her silence would not only destroy the Jews, but
herself as welles 4313,
3« The four lepers at first thought to remain silent. 2 Kgs, 7 9.
L. Too many times we remain silent when we should be speaking.
The truth of two or three scriptures are vividly illustrated by Haman,
1. "Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a.fall," Prov. 16:18,
2, "Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein,.." Prov. 26:27,
3. "The wicked plotteth against the just, and gnasheth upon him with his teeth. -
The Lord shall laugh at him: for he seeth that his day is coming.," Psa, 37:12,13.
Even though God's name is not mentioneéd in the book there is no book in which he
is more keenly felt,

CONCLUSION

l. "The king shall joy in thy strength, O Lord; and in thy salvation how greatly shall
"~ he rejoicei" (Psalm 21:1,)

2¢ M"eseand, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." (Mb. 28:20b)

3 "Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as
- ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee,". (Heb. 13:5).

Lhe God watches over his ch11dren and Esther well illustrates this.
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Int.
1. The question and answer system has long been one of the most 1nterest1ng and success=

2e

3e

rbis.
PN

ful ways to study.
a, Socrates used the method quiet often,
b. Jesus often asked a question in order to answer a question.
(1) Mb, 21:23=25-——="The baptism of John, whence was il
(2) Lk, 10:23=37~===The certain Samarltan.
ce The apostles often asked questions and then answered them. 1 Cor. 93 15.
It shall be my purpose in this study to let you ask Questlons and- I shall endeavor
to answer them., Some suggested rules of procedure-
a, One question to a person.
be The answer may not satisfy you but if you have further questions, then see me
privately.
ce BEveryone is encouraged to feel free to ask questlons.
As introductory material we notice this question:

as "ihy is the Christian hame so misused, as applying to schools, college, hoies,
etc, 8ince the Bible only applies it to people that have obeyed the Gospel.
If it isn't right to céll the church, Christian Church, what makes it right to
apply it to anything other than a Christian or group of Christians? I realize
that Christians are a Holy people, but they are a holy people because they are
members of the Lord's church, not because they belong to another organization,”
(Billy Young)

b.”Answers :

(1) The terméChristian appears three times in the Bible., Acts 11:263 26:28; 1
Pet, 3:16,
(2) It is true that in these three instances it is used as a noun but does it
violate scriptures to speak of Christian homes, Christians colleges, etc?
(3) The name Christian Church would not be parallel to Christian Homes,
Christian Education, etc.
a, Christian Chruch refers to another institution and is a recognition
of one being a Christian because he belongs to such, On the other hand
a home is a Christian homes because it is made up of Christians, but one
is not a Christian simply because he belongs to this other institution,
the home,
b, In the same way one is not a Christian because he belongs or is a prt
of a College, but it can properly be called a Christian College because
he belongs to it and conducts it along the lines of Christian principles,

modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided

GodAdbem=n’ nair, or told, or pearls, or costly array;". What does this mean?

As "modestMe—="Orderly, well-arranged decent, modest, + o "The well-ordering is not
of dress and demeanour only, but of the inner life, uttering indeed
and expressing itself in the outward conversation."

B. "shamefacedness"--~!A sense of shame, modesty, is used regarding the demeanour
of women in the church , « o that modesty which is !fast! or rooted
in the church "

Ce "sobriety'"-Denotes soundness of mind it is that habitual immer self—governmenb."

D, "Broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array" is the outward in contrast

to the inward,"

1. Do not be overly concerned about the outward, but be more concerned about the
inward,

2, Cf. 1 Pet, 3:1=7.

EUESTION I-—~-1 Tim, 2:9~~"In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in



1. QUESTION II— Explain: oy %u.;/

IIT.

A, ILbon Pinion---"Night with ebon pinion . . " First words of Song No. 131,

Christian Hymn No. 2,

Be Rose of Sharon---"I am the rose of Sharon and the lily of the valleys." Song
of Solomon 2:l, /

1, Sharon was the name applied to a strip of land between the
mountains and the Med, Sea. It was very fertile and the flowers
were rich and beautiful there,

2, It is flguratlve language here as Solomon talks about the beauty
of his wife or lover,

Ce Ebinezepr———-1 Sam,. 7:12.

1, This is mentioned as all Israel was ga,thered to Mizpeh and overcams
the Philistines,

2. After the battle Samuel took a 8tone and set it up between Miz-
peh and Shen, and "called the name of it Eben:.ezer, saying,

Hitherto hath the Lord helped us," 2
QUESTION III-——=Why is it dmportant for me to attend all serv:Lces of the churbh*%c?k o,
A, Tt shows my love for God, dJn, 14:23, P

B. It is essential to my growth., Heb, 5:12-14; 1 Pet, 2:122.
Ce I am obeying a plain command of God. .Heb, 10:25,
De It sets a good example before others. lit, 5:13~16,



M & PEASE

7R

BOORUI

% Eé?ﬁ" @

OlE

BOORUM & P

Int,
Read or quote Gen, 1l:1; Psa. 1l4:1; 19:1; Rom. 1:18-20,

The Atheist says "There is no God." v

The Agnostic says "I cannot understand, there|I do not believe."

In the very beginning of our study "from where did God come" we lay down two

statements that are true: ;

a, Every man must have a God, If he rejects the true God, he must make a God

1. R
2.
3e
ho

Se

b

FROM WHERE DID GOD COME?
Geno l:l"’""’

for himself,

Therefore most every human being accepts the idea of some kind of God.

Let's consider:

Dls.
T. SOME NON~-BIBLICAL VIEWS OF GOD.

A.

B.

Ce

D.

Atheism,
1. This is the absclute denial of any kind of Divine Being.
2. This view, there is absolutely no God, was so much detested by the ancient

Greeks, that they considered Atheism synonymous with wickedness,

3. It has often been said, and not without evidence, that Atheism as a full con=
viction never really ex:.sted in any human breast.
he A man does not become an Atheist from a logical deduction from premises,

a. The common source of all infidelity is '"the desire of the heart." The
fool hath said, not in his reason, nor in his understanding, but in his -
heart, "There lS no Gody"

b, He f:l.rs’c. wishes it were so; and then he believes it to be so. Cf. Rom,

i 13280

5. The Atheist sayd "But you cannot prove there is a God," But neither can he
prove there is not,

a., Before one can say ’ohere is no God he must know all there is to know,

b. To affirm that no God exists a man must be omniscient and omnipresent, that
is, he himself must be God,

Materialism,
1. Materialism is the twin brother of Atheism for he who denies the sxistence

of God cannot maintain the spiritual personality of man.

2. Materialism merges God in matter, nothing at all exists apart from mattepr——-
it is the absolute deification of matter.
3. Some questions and points:

a. So materialism asks us to believe that dead matter started ewvery thing.

b. Yet they fail to explaln how matter that has no consciousness is able to
create consciousness in man,

Pantheism, Derives its name from the motto, One and All,

1. According to Pantheism God is the universe itself, "beyond and outside the
world, He does not exist, but only in the world, '

2. But if God is nothing more than the world then how does one explain the
personality of man from an impersonal world.,

Deism,

1. To the Deist God is a Personal Being that created the world and then went off
and left it without further direction from him,

2. The Scriptures show that God is still at work among men, Rom. 8:28p 2 Cor. 9:8.

II. ARGUMANTS FOR THE EXISTENCE OF GOD.

A.

The Cosmological Argument.
1. This argument is simply that since our universe is here it must have been
caused by some great force,
a. The Scriptures affim that all things have a builder. Heb. B:l.
b. Every effect has a cause great enought to produce the effect,
(1) A pulpit had to have a cause to produce it.
(2) This building had to have a cause great enoguh to produce it,




2. Thus one accepts the fact that the earth has always been, that it started it-
self or that a greater force started it.
B. The Teleological Argument holds that since our universe is highly designed and
organized there must be a designer.
Ce. Now these two arguments only prove God's existence and give us a limited view .
of him; "Revelation must complete that view."
III., FINAL CONSIDERATIONS NOTED.
A. "I find it hard to believe in God becuase I can't understand." ,
1. The astronomer doesn't understand all the stars, but he doesn't deny there
are stars. :
2. The electrician doesn't understand all about electrlclty, but he knows not
to touch certain wires.,
3, Man believes in his fellowman but who will affirm that man understands the -
body of his fellowman,
Bs Another says, "Ican!t see, hear, taste, smell, feel God,"
1. You can't see electricity, but you accept it as a reality.
2. One may not be able to taste his brain, but he believes he has one.
3. Since God is not a material object it is not possible for man to "know" him as he knows
a material object, ;
Ce B ut it requires a "leap of faith" to accept God.
o L. Everything we do requires a leap of faith to a certain extent because one
can never know the certainity of his endeavor,
.2+ In religion likewise itis right to expect some necessity of faith.

6666

l. In answering the question "from where dld God come" one must conclude that God has
always been.

2. One accepts the above conclusion or accepts dead matter as in the beglnnlng.

3. Since nothing comes from nothing then something has abm%s existed,

4. The Bible says "In the beginning God." Gen. l:l.
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I. WILL THERE BE DEGREES OF PUNISHMENT IN HELL AND WHY?

A. Don't know of any verses that say one way or the other but I do know that
several imply this.

B. Luke 12 the man that knew and did not do . . ."

C. Mt. 25: 36 describes it.

D. Either way it doesn't matter.

E. The smallest degree of Hell will be worst than anything we can imagine here.

F. The world fair example (book, etc.)

G. There are degrees of maturity and could well be degrees of happiness or
punishment.

II1, IS IT WRONG FOR A CHRISTIAN TO BEAR ARMS IN WAR?

A. 1In answer, I will present two or three thoughts: (1) there are many areas
in which the Christian could serve even in war time, such as the medical corp.
(2) The Lord said and the Sermon on the Mount taught '"thou shalt not kill".
Much misunderstanding comes about by making a blanket statement that the Bible
condemns all killing. Then God is contradicting himself, because he commanded
certainto be stoned. This kill means murder. I believe the Bible teaches
capital punishment. Does God expect a Christian to fight for his family or
allow bodily harm to come to them. If a person broke into my home and tried
to do bodily harm to my wife or children, should I protect them? If an army
was coming across this country, killing everyone they could get their hands on,
should I protect them? I think there are areas in which a Christian can serve
and if he can keep from bearing arms then it is good. Teaching is the only
power to stop war but until you can stop them you can't teach them.

EEL. - JAMES 5eilldciieiiseees

A. 1In the first century there were elders who received gifts of miraculous power.
It seems this refers to them, but elders do not have that power today. It is
applicable to us, we are still to pray and use medicine. All healing is
divine healing, but not miraculous. God placed the ingredients of medicine
here anyway. God had a part in it since we pray. This suggests that we
call for the elders. Most often today people call for the preacher instead.

v, SHOULD A WOMAN WEAR A VEIL IN WORSHIP?
A. T Cor. 11: 1-16., The principle was that the woman was to be in, and show
subjection to the man.
1., The custom of wearing the veil supported this principle.
2. 1t would be artificial to create a custom to support the principle today.
3. The principle can be supported by the distinctive marks of our culture,
just as it was by the requirements of Paul's day.

V. OF WHAT RACE WAS ADAM?
A. T don't know.

VI, WHAT WOULD BE THE DIFFERENCE IN USING A PIANO TO GET THE PITCH OF SONG THAN
USING THE PITCH PIPE?







"MIRACLES, NO., I" :52¥q\~

Acts 23223 4l 3 1 Cor. 12:10

INTRODUCT ION

le. Read or quote the texts.
2 Miracles are very much a part of both the 0ld Testament and the New Testament.

e
be
Ce

There are 54 miracles recorded in the Old Testament,
There are 34 miracles recorded as performed by our Lord,

There are 26 miracles recorded as performed by angels, the apostles and <certain
disciples,

3¢ The importance of studylng miracles can be easily seen,

Qe

be

They are the very heart of Christianity.

(1) n,)..with the truth of miracles the entire citadel of Chrlstlanruy stands or falls
For its beginning is a miracle, its author is a miracle, its progress depends
upon miracles...If the principle of miracles.be set as1de then all the heights
of Christianity will be levelled with one stroke, and naught will remain but a
heap of ruins, If we banish the supermatural from the Bible, there ds nothing

left us but the covers." (Modern Doubt and Christian Bellef, pe 286)
(2) "A Christianity without the confirmation of miracles, the tokens of Godls
approval, is one without a spinal colum," ("For This Cause," Sayers, p. 128),
Many people have a vast misunderstanding of miracles, their nature, their purpose, etc,

Le Let's Consider:
DISCUSSION:
I. WHAT IS A MIRACLE?

A,

Be

Ce

D.
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A tremendous amount of wrangling is usually indulged in over a suitable deflnltlon of
a miracle, Bub one can "accept any definition of a miracle which will destinguish
God's special, supernatural manifestations from things which occur by natural force
or law, or by a fixed spiritual law.," (Sayers, p. 15)

"An extraordinary divine casuality, and not that ordinary which we acknowledge every-
where and in everything belongs, then, to the essence of the miracle, The unresting
activity of God, which at other times hides and conceals itself behind the veil of
what we call natural laws, does in the miracle unveil itself; it sbeps out from
concealment, and the hand which works it is laid bare." ("Notes On The Miracles Of
Our Lord," Trench, p. 10).

"An event or effect brought about by an extraordinary interposition of diwvine power,"
(System Bible Study, "Historical Digest," p. 225).

"A miracle is a work out of the usual sequence of secondary causes and effects, 'é
which cannot be accounted for by ordinary action of these causes," the Gospel Miracle
In Their Relation To Christ And Christianity, Taylor p. 173).

"Miracles are events in the external world, wrought by the immediate power of God and
intended as a sign or attestation, They are possible because God sustains, controls,
and ggldes all things, and is personal and omnipotent.!" (Westminister Dlgilnnary Oftmm
Bible),

", ..the laws of nalbure are nothing else than the commen operations of divine power

in the government of the world, which depends entirely for their existence and
continuance on the divine will; and a miracle is nothing else than the exertion of the
same power in a way different from that which is common; or it may be @ mere suspen-
sion of that power which is commonly observed to operate in the world.!" (Evidences Of
Christianity, Alexander, p. 67,68).

II; 15 IT REASONABLE TO BELIRVE IN MIRACLES OR DID SUCH MIRACLES AS THE BIBLE DESCRIBE

REALLY HAPPEN?.

A,

Be

"There are some who would tell us that the alleged miracles were merely mlsunderstand-

Jings on the part of a primitive, superstitious people of the distant- past,m
.1, TIb's diffieult to think of Abraham, Moses, Daniel, Matthew, Luke and the brilliant

Saul of Tarsus as such individuals.

2, Their lives, work and writings prove them to be competent and well-informed.

3 Their writing still have a revelancy far superior to writings of our own generatio

"Qggm;syjell us that the miracle stories in the Bible were out-and-ocut deceptions.!

1. This is harder to believe because whatever else may be said about them, they
were good men,

2. Vhatéver charge one mlght make against such men as Daniel, Paul, James, John, itts
utterly impossible to describe them as dishonest decelvers.




Ce "Another view is that the miracle stories of the Bible are simply legends, which
grew from almost nothing into -towering miracle stories,!
1. This view holds that Christ had a great personality, had great impact on people,

stories were told about him and these grew into legends. A By

2, This is impossible to believe since the writers were not telling what they had
been told, but what they had actually seen., 1 Jn. l:l=3,

D, "Still others say that Miracles:contradict universal experience,in other words, what
has never been experienced can never be believed."

1, To pronounce an event ineredible because it appears to contradict the 1aws of
nature is to assume knowledge of all laws of nature,
2, To pronounce an event incredible because it seems to contradlct the testimony

of all men is to assume a knowledge of all testimony,

3. To pronounce an event incredible because it is contrary to onels own exper:ence
and observations is to assume such experience and observation is supreme, and

to discount the experience and observation of "others at all times and in all

places, and this is extreme folly."

Le "For one to base objections to a miracle on the ground that it is contrary to
all experience is to assume universal experience = by all men, at all times, and
; in all places," ("Bible Vs, Modernism, p. 1O04).
5« According to this hypothesis a man would be obligated to reject everything that

did not come within the range of his own experience and knowledge, even though

a thousand witnesses might testify to the truthfulness of the event.

K. Miracles are rhasonable and the miracles described in the Bible really did happen.

1. God did create this universe (Gen. 1:1) and everythingabout it cries out of Lhe
infinite skill of the creator God.

2. God not only created it but he continues to sustain or operate this world through
what we usvally call "laws of nature."

3s God sometimes M"steps in" or the manner in which God performs miracles,

a. The law of gravity demands that any object be pulled to the ground or fall,
but man has the power to override or suspend that law by tossing a rock inio
the air. Similar=ly, God when He wishes can suspend or override a law of
nature,

be "Another means of conveying what God does in the performing of miracles fg:ufin: -
dhmagining an intricate, elaborate model, railroad,"such a one in the museum
Jjust off the lake in the city of Chicago. There were many tracks, several
trains operating at the same time, mountains, tunnels, and all the rest that
goes to make up an elaborate model railroad system, Everything was function-
ing properly and the man who was controlling the entire system stood in the
corner of the giant display at the control center., He pressed a lever and a
train moved, He touched another lever and a train went onto a side-track,
Cars were uncoupled; other cars were attached; trains reversed their directions:
and all the rest that goes to make up the activities of a fine model railroad,
Occasionally, however, the operator would move into t he system manually and
1lift a locomotive from its track by hand, While normally he operated the
entire system from the control center, occasionally he intervened directly,
This is what God does when eh performs a miracle, He intervenes in our
world, superseding the normal functioning of the laws of nature, for a purpose.
It is not uncredible or unreasonable to believe that the God who created our
world, who installed its various laws, might occasionally, for a purpose,
suspend some of its laws and operate directly in the affairs of men,"

Le When God performed a miracle he did "close and small" (C., S. Lewis) what he
regularly does on a wniversal bastis,

a., dJesus fed 5,000 with 5 loaves and two fishes, it was totally dlfferenb from
the way God usually does it, but He is supplying food all the time, (Jn. 6s1Ef)
(1) A handful of grain is pl ed in the ground and many bushels of grain are

harvested a few months later.
(2) The only difference that that Jesus did nelose and smalll before a
multitude that which he normally does less obviously.

b. Is it unreasonable to believe that God who made and sustains the. unlversed
did step in and intervene in miracles?

ITI, SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF BIBLE MIRACLES,

Ae They exhibit the character of (bd and teach truths about God. (Constructive, healing,
and not immoral or unethical),
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They are in harmony with established truths of religion.

1. Thernever contribute to dishonest purposes, nor fight against the good,

2. They are consistent with the ethical principles which we read in the Bible,

There is an adequate occasion for them (religious purpose).

l. They are always designed to do something, '

2., They serve as "signs" as stated by John., Jn, 20:30,31).

They are established, not by the number of witnesses, but by the character and qualif-
ications of the witnesses, : ; :

1. They were seen. Ex. 7:9; Lke 23:8; Jn. 682,143 Acts 8:13,

2. They werent't hidden and testified to by incompetent witnesses,

CONCLUSTON:

1.

2e

To doubt the miracles of the Bible is to destroy the very heart of Christianity,

a. The central miracle of all was the coming of the divine Son of God to live in
human form among men.

b, It denies the divinity of Christ, the existence of God and the angelic host,
heaven, hell, etc,,

It leaves a religion void of its strength and power.
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QUESTIONS FROM AUDIENCE ANSWERED j%’?ﬁ

Please explainthe difference between tongues and unknown tongues?

A. The King James translation uses the term "unknown' in I Cor. l4: 6-4.

1. The word "unknown' is in lighter print showing it was not in the original
Greek but was added by the translator.

2. The American Standard has "For he that speaketh in a tongue."

B. A "tongue" is a '"language.'

1. The apostles on Pentecost began to speak in 'tongues.'" Acts 2: &4
a. "Every man heard them speak in his own language.'" Acts 2: 6.
b. "How hear we every man in our own tongue?'" Acts 2: 8.

2. Thus there is no such thing as an unknown language because if it is a
language then somebody knows it or it wouldn't be a language.

C. A tongue is unknown only in the sense that it is unknown to certain people
or cannot be understood by someone that hears it. It is known though by the
speaker. Cf. I Cor. l4: 5.

How did Adam die?

A. The Bible says, "And all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and
thirty years: and he died." Gen. 5: 5.

How did the church of Christ get its name?

A. The church got its name from Christ.

1. He is its builder. Mt. 16: 18.

2. He is the foundation under it. Mt. 16: 18; Eph. 2: 19.
3, 'He is the head of it. ‘Eph, l: 22, 23.

4, He is the Savior of it. BEph. 53 23,

B. It is called the Church of Christ. _Rom. 16: 16.

What does the term "Selah" mean which is found numerous times in Psalms?

A. It appears 71 times in the Psalms.

B. "It is rendered in the LXX by diapsalms which either means louder playing,
forte or, more probably, an insturmental interlude.'" (ISBI)

To what extent are women to keep silent in the churches?

A. ‘ScripturesE=sI Gor. lh: 34, 35: T Tim. 2: 11, 12,

B. Use prepared paper on this.

Do you think the use of "birth control' pills is contrary to the will of God?

A. Show purpose of marriage--I Cor. 7: 1-5. No different than other contraceptive.

Do you think a Christian can and should become involved in the affairs of the

community?

A. God advice to Israel through Jeremiah. Jer. 29: 4-7.

What dispensation between cruicifixion and Pentecost?

Should we swear on the Bible in court?






UMIRACLES, No, 20
Acts 2322

INTRODUCTTON ¢

1. In our first lesson, we observed that it is reasonable to believe in miracles and that
the miracles recorded in the Bible really did occur,

2. But the question of miracles is still confusing to many folk today.

e

B

"There are countless numbers of people in the world teday, representing many relig-
ious organizations, who claim to believe that miracles are currently being performed
by the power»ofﬁGod.? ("Have Miracles Ceased?" Tract by James Tolle, p. 3)

Many others can't seem to distinguish between some of the "so-called" miracles
today and that done by the apostles,

3. Since miracles play such an important part in the entire Bible story it's most essential
to get the issue clearly before us,

Lo Let!s consider:

DISCUSSTONs .

I. SOME THINGS THAT ARE NOT A QUESTION IN THIS ISSUE.

As

Be
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It is ot a question of whether or not they were performed yesterday. o 0 /‘

T. Christ and his aposties did perform miracles.whobsw@, 7 4/ 7’ V4 “

2+ It is not what they did, but where is the passage that says they are for today?

It is not a question of power.

I, God has power enough to do anything he chooses, but it is not what God can do
but what does God do?

2+ God can make peas grow on a rosebush, but His law is that they grow_on a pea vine

3e It is not what God can do, but what is His law concerning that particular thing?

It's not a question of prayer for the sick.

1. Certainly the Christian believes that the "effectual fervent prayer of a right-
eous men aveileth much," Jas. 5:16.

2 We all believe that we must pray for the sick, but we also believe that God
has certain natural laws in regard to the 51ck.

3., We are to pray for our daily bread (Mt. 6:11) but we don't expect God to hand us
a loaf of bread while we disregard His natural law,

It _is not a question of whether or not God heals.

1. AlT healing is divine healing but not all healing is miraculous heallng.

2+ All bread is divine, but not miraculous like Israel in the wilderness, One
must plant, harvest and make,

It's not a gquestion of what history says about it, but what does the Bible WA

about 1t°

It is not a question of whether any sort of healing ever occurs in modern healing

revivals.

1, Some extremists frequently deny that any sort of healing ever occurs in a
heallng campaigne

2. There is some healing that goes on in these campalgns but "these healings are
not produced miraculously by the influence of divine power."

3+ The field ief medicine has long recognized the power of certain psychological
factors in relation to health, sickness, etc. The two most common are:
a. Suggestion which is "the arousing of ideas, or a thought pattern, in one's

mind by another,"

be M"Autosuggestion would be the same process self-induced."

Le TYes, certain fuhctional and hysterical maladies have been helped through
suggestive methods employed by faith healing, bubt no genuine cures of organic
disturbances have been wrought.

ITe WHAT WAS THE PURPOSE OF MIRACLES OR WHY WERE THEY PERFORMED?

A

Miracles in God's plan were provisional.

1. "Miraculous power in creation was no part of the things created, but the means
by which they were created" (Wallace)., {(They were provisional and temporary
and ceased when God!s creative work ceased,).

2+ The same principle is seen in God!s revelation to man,
a. The message dwelt in the inspired man before the Bible was complete,2 Cor./s’
b. When the Bible was complete there was no longer any need for inspiration.



3, "There was a time when this nation was governed under the Articles of Confed-
eration, Under this form of government our fathers selected a constitution-making
body. This body, in convention, gave us the constitution of the United States.
The people ratified the constitution and organized a govermment under it, When
our fathers had made the constitution, their power in this matter ceased. :
Miraculous power was consbitution-making power., Our constitution, the New -
Testament, has been made, and therefore the constitubion-making power ceased
by divine limitation, Thus when miraculous power had given us the Book (the

- Bible, the constitution) miraculous power ceased." (G. K. Wallace; Page L)
B. The purpose of the miracles of our Lord are clearly stated. :

l. He perfzrmed miracles in order to-demonstrate that He could forgive sins,

D’It. 9: e 2

2, He also performed miracles in order to-prove that He was sent of God and that
He was the Christ. Jn. 5,36; 10:25; 36-38; Jn. 20:30,31, ‘ -

C. The apostles also performed miracles and their purposes are stated. i

1. When Jesus appoihted the twelve He gave them miraculous power. Mt. 10:5-8, -

2., God bare the apostles witness by the miracles which He wrought through them
that their testimony was true. Hebs 2:l4. : :

3, God confirmed the word which they preached by the miracles. Mk, 16:19,20,

Le The apostles performed miracles in order that those who heard them preach
might not place their faith "in the wisdom of man but in the power of God."

1l Cor. 225,

5, The miracles were signs or evidence of their apostolic office and authority in
the kingdom of God. 2 Cor, 12:11,12; Rom. 15:19; Acts 2:43. .

Ds Some of the early disciples had miraculous powers and their purposes are stated,

1, Paul states that spiritual gifts were given unto men, 1 Cor. 12:1-11,

2. The word was confirmed by the miracles. cfi: Mk, 16:19,

3, Another purpose of miracles was to edify the church, 1 Cor. 14226,

Le Tongues were a sign to the unbeliever. 1 Cor. 14:22,

5, TFurthermore they were to protect the church against false teachers until the

. truth was completely revealed. Ephe 4$7,11,1k.

. Miracles are not essential to anything God wants His children to do in the world
» today. 8

‘T, Miracles were essential in creation but they are not essential in procreation.

2. Miracles were essential in revelation buf they are not essential in the proc-
lamation or reading of the word, e :

CONCLUSION ¢ !

1, Toou many people, the ability to work a miracle would be the most wonderful thing in
the world, :

2. But every disciple by preaching and teaching is doing a greater work than the Lord
could do. Jn. 14:12, X



WHAT GOD EXPECTS OF HIS CHILDREN?
Rom, 8:16,17

INTRODUCTION ¢

l. Read or quote text.

2% The

; a.
be
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Bible clearly reveals that Christians are referred to as children of God.

Followers of God as children. Eph, 5:1.

Walk as children of light. FEph, 5:8.

As obedient children., 1 Peter 1:14,

Children of God manifest. 1 John 3:10,

Bible also clearly reveals how one becomes a child of God. Gal. 3:26,27.

Bible also clearly shows that one become a child of God because:

He irecognizes he is a sinner and needs God. Rom. 3:23; Acts 2:37,

He knows that God gave his son that man might be reconciled to Him. 2 Cor. 5:17-21.

He wanted to become a child of God,

(1) Psa., 110 deals with many prophecies about Christ and it states "Thy people
shall be willing in the day of thy power..." (Psa. 110:3a).

(2) A principle about giving in 2 Cor. 8:12 is very applicable in our service to God.

5. With these thoughts in mind, let's consider:

DISCUSSION s

I. GOD

EXPECTS THE CHRISTIAN TO PAY THE PRICE TO SERVE HIM,.

IT. GOD

Jesus made it very clear that it does cost something to be a Christian. Lk, 1/4:25-33,
JeSus explained that one's own family may become his foes if one follows Him,

Lk, 12:51-53,

Tt may cost some persecution and suffering. 2 Tim, Z:12; 1 Peter 4:12-16,

LXPECTS THE CHRISTTAN TO LIVE FOR HIM,

TII. GOD

Christians are not to henceforth live unto themselves, but for Christ., 2 Cor. 5:13-15.
We are tesusevour bodies in such a way that God may be glorified. 1 Cor. 6:19,20; Rom.
1231,20

The life that we live should be Christ living in us. Gal. 2:20,

We should live soberly, righteously, and godly., Tit. 2:11,12.

LXPECTS US TO RESPECT HIS AUTHORITY AND THAT OF HIS SON.

God is the Supreme Being of The Universe and the heavens. : :
Jesus Christ has been given all authority at God's right hand, Mbt., 28:18; 1 Pet. 3:22.
One of the best ways to show respect for God and His aubthority is to respect His word.
1. The Psalmist said, "...when I have respect unto all thy commandments."
Psalm 119:1-6, 117,
2. The Bible teaches that the happy man is one that respects and meditates on God!s
word, Psa, 1:1,2,
3. The Bible also teaches that merely hearing God's word is not enough, bubt we must
do it. Jas 1:21-27, ILet's see if we just hear or if we do:
a. Eph, 5219, Do you sing in the worship?
be FEph. 4332, Are you kind to others?
¢c. Heb, 10:25, TWhat about your attendance?
de Mbt, 22:37. How much do you love God?
e. Eph, 6:1, Do you obey your parents?

IV. GOD EXPECTS US TO TAKE A STAND FOR HIM.
A. One cannot serve two masters at the same time, Mb. 6:24; 12:30.
Be One cannot be lukewarm and please God. Reve 3:1l4=~17.
Ce One cannot halt between two opinions. 1 Kgs. 18:17-40. : ;
D. One must take a stand and not be easily swayed. Jas, 1:8; Eph, 4° lh, 1 Cor. 16:13,
CONCLUSTION 3
lo God

has the right to expect this because we belong to Him., 1 Cor. 6:19,20.

2. Ue love Him because He first loved us., Rome 5:6-8; L John 4:19.
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WMIRACLES, No., 3"
Ephe 438=16

INTRODUCT ION ¢

1. Read or quote the text, i

2. From the April,1968, issue of "Full Gospel Native Missionary" comes this story: "As I
talked to Ralph's father, he told me a story of God's grace and a man's faith that made
me hurble myself and pray. Ralph was struck down by a speeding car. The auto sped away
into the night leaving Ralph a crumpled, bleeding form. His skull was ripped open,
his shoulder and side was smashed and broken. The bones were a gritty mess. Finally
an ambulance arrived, screaming into the night toward the Parkland Hospital. "Daddy"
Hart and Ralph!s mother rushed to the hospital., Ralph was not cleaned nor the blood
washed from his face which oozed from eyes, nostrils and mouth., His scalp was matted
with bloods His bones in his shoulders and ribs had not been touched. HE WAS PRONOUNCEL
DEAD ON ARRIVAL. FEven if he could have lived he might be an idiot .or a helpless cripple

. because of massive brain damage. The doctor met the Harts upon arrival and said the
boy was pronounced Dead on Arrival, The policeman had already told them Ralph was dead,
Brother Hart prayed, there returned a breath of life in him. Too hopeless ewsn to wash
his face...That spark of life was expected to fan out. The doctor said, he is hurt so
badly he has no chance to pull through., Ralph's mother began to cry saying, "I DON'T
KNOW IF RALPH IS SAVED OR NOT, HE CANNOT DIE." At that time Daddy Hart heard the
audible voice of God saying, "BE NOT AFRAID, ONLY BELIEVE." He spoke to Sister Hart,
saying, "God is going to take care of Ralph, now is the time we mist trust Him and pray.'
They prayed, Sister Hart began to wash Ralph's face of blood and dirt. As Daddy Hart
prayed Ralph began to breathe., This excited the doctor who screamed for the nurse to
take him to the operating room, Brother Hart stood in his way telling him that God
was going to heal Ralph, that the doctors had done all they could and not even washed
the blood from his face. He warned the doctor not to disturb Ralph that God was healing
him, He left to call the Christians to prayer. When he returned he was blocked by
doctors and police who demanded he sign papers for Ralph to be immediately operated upon.
Brother Hart pushed his way up the stairs because they refused to let him on the elevato:
THEY REFUSED TO ALLOW DADDY HART TO PRAY FOR RALPH IN THE HOSPITAL. The hospital staff,
the doetor and policeman attempted to prevent Brother Hart from removing Ralph and L
taking him home where the Chfistians could pray. The power of God visibly threw the
policemen agide when he attempted to handeuff Daddy Hart. Ralph was taken by ambulance
home where reporters and others waited to eriticize and write of the religious fanatics
who killed their son by removing him from a doctor'!s care...

Brobher and Sister Hart entered a fast and the Christians prayed. The unbelievers
wrote of that crazy preacher,..Ralph regained consciousness. His mother asked "Ralph,
how is it with your soul?" Ralph prayed and asked Jesus to forgive him and promised
to live for him as long as he lived, Daddy Hart prayed again, God healed Ralph., The

. flesh instantly covered the bare skull, all swelling disappeared, the crushed bones of
the shoulder mended instantly, leaving no trace, all pain left and he was healed
completely...As Daddy Hart finished telling this he said to me, "Brother Buchanan,
excuse me, but I must pray." He went across the room and knelt by a chair as the room
full of people continued their visiting. He prayed. I wonder how many .have died
because they refused to give their case to God but gave it to unbelieving doctors
who are derisive of God's healing power," ;

3. The above story illustrates the thinking of many today, not only those that are members
of such groups, but some of the most prominent religious are willing to receive and
uphold those that practice such into their midst. On May 27, 1968, Oral Roberts will
be officially ordained into the Methodist Chujpch.

Ls Some members of the church have been heard to say "Certainly I believe that miracles
like the apostles are still being performed .today."

5, In the midst of such confusion, we must turn te God's word and see what it says about
the duration of miracles,

6. In this study let's consider:

DISCUSSION : :

I. THE WAY IN WHICH MIRACULOUS POWERS WERE CONFERRED HAS CEASED.

As Jesus had the Spirit without measure.

Be The apostles were given miraculous power when ordained to their apostolic office
(Mt, 10:5-8) and when the Holy Spirit came on them (Acts 2:1—&5.




D.

IT.

Ce But how did the early Christians receive miraculous power?
1. The apostles laid their hands on the seven appointed at Jerusalem and the Bible
specifically states that Stephen "did great wéndetssanddmimacles among the people.!
(Acts 6:5-8). ALl
2. Philip, amother one of the seven upon whom the apostles had laid their hands
went down to Samaris and the people "hearing and seeing the miracles which he
did." (Acts 8:5-8), ' ! -
3« The apostles, Peter and John, laid their hands on the Christians at Samaria and
"they recieved the Holy Ghost." (Acts 8:14-18).
ae Philip had the power to perform miracles but could not give that power to
anyone else., If so, why did the apostles come down?
be Since laying hands on the Christians is what the apostles did when they came
to Samaria, it's obvious that this was the purpose of their coming.
Le When Paul)laid his hands on the twelve at FEphesus "the Holy Ghost came upon them,"
Acts 19:6). : .
5. Timothy received a gift, Paul said, "by the putting on of my hands,"2 Tim, 1:6,
Since miraculous power was bestowed by the laying on of apostles! handg then when the
last apostle was dead, miracles ceased because the source through which miraculeus power
was bestowed was no more. "T'he reason why the laying on of hands ceased,bby which the
special gifts were imparted, is because the things given ceased = that is, the charisma
ceased with the last inspired man who could impart the gifts."
MIRACLINS HAVE CEASED BECAUSE THE PURPOSE OF MIRACLES HAS CEASED.
A, liracles were not merely Lo accomodate the sick.
l. Paul left Trophimus at Miletus sick (2 Tim. 4:20). :
2+ Timothy was not healed, but told to talke a little wine for his stomach,l Tim, 5323,
3¢ Today's "so-called" miracles are merely to -accomodate the sick,
Be Miracles were given to confirm the truth and once that teuth was perfect and confirmed
then no more miracles, ~ '
1. Our text (Eph. 4:7-1)) reveals several things about the duration of miracles,
as When they were given - "When he ascended upon high."):8a,
be To whom they were given - apostles, prophets, teachers, evangelists, pastors,
Ladl,
c¢. Why they were given - "For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of
the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ."):l2,
de How long they were to last - "Pill we all come in the unity of the faith...”

(1) The word "till" marks duration.

(2) The "unity of the faith" means the completed revelation.

(3) The gifts would last until revelation was completed whereby a man might
have a complete knowledge of God!s will and be the complete stature of
what a Christian is to be,

2+ 1 Corinthians 12,13,1L, also deals with spiritual gifts and their duration.

a. Chapter 12 tells what spiritual gifts are.

be. Chapter 13 tells when spiritual gifts are to end.

c. Chapter 14 tells how spirituel gifts are to be used.

de 1 Cor, 12:31 says .there is a more excellent way than the spiritual gifts and
1 Cor, 13:13 reveals that way as faith, hope and love,

e. 1 Cor. 13 also reveals that prophecies, tongues, knowledge, (spiritual gifts
12:8-10) "that which is in part® (13:10) would be done away "when that which
is perfect is come." k3:10a,

(1) "That which is perfect "does not refer to Christ or it would read "He
which is perfect.!

(2) ¥That which is perfect!" refers to completed revelation - "The perfect
law of liberty" (Jas. 1:25) cf, 2 Tim., 3:16, 17; Jude 3.

f. In 1 Cor, 1h:6, Pdul clearly declares that there "could be no profit in .the
egercise of the gift of tongues, or of any of the special endowments,
except for the purpose of completing diving revelation; therefore, there is
no need, purpose or reason, for the existence of such gifts today." (Wallace).
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C. Some conclusions from these premises:

L.
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If miracles have not ceased, then we do not have the complete, confirmed truth,
even though it claims to be complete,

If miracles have not ceased then the words of the apostles are not true, and,
if we can't believe them here, where can we believe them.

Tf miracles have not ceased then Christ has not been proven to be the Son of
God, but still needs to be, and God has altogether changed the purpose and
form of miracles today.

1II. SOME PROOF TEXTS NOTICED.

A, Heb,
dis

2.
iy
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CONCLUSTION

13:8 - "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and today, and for ever,"

Faith healers contend this means that Christ still works in the same way

and does things like he once did.

But this proves too much because God no longer creates man of dust, etc,

It also means that since he healed men yesterday he must do it today, but also

forever which would put sickness in heaven,

28:18-20 - ",y.and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.

Amen !

But is performing a miracle the only way the Lord can be with us?

16:17 - "And these sigms shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they
cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues,"

Tsnit it strange that faith healers just pick healing ofit of this verse and not

snake~handling and poison drinking?

"The following explanation by G. Greenwall plainly shows the absurdity of the

assertion that Mark 16:17 applies to believers today: 9It has often been urged,

that in the grand commission there is a promise running thus: !These signs

shall follow them that believe: in my name shall they cast out devils, etce'...

If we are not to confine the promise to the apostolic era, but must consider

it as absolute and universal in its aspects, the case will stand thus: !'If

there have been believers in all ages without super-natural power, the promise

in the commission has been falsified. On the other hand, if the promise has

not been verified, because the conditions of belief and obedience have been

absent, then we are forced to the dreadful conclusion that there have been no

believers since apostolic daysi® ... This choice of impalement is offered

to all who are looking for...miraculous power., On one of these horns they

must be tossed; and so far as a matter of comfort is concerned, it matters

1little which.! The reader can plainly see the embarrassing position men are

placed in who believe that the application of Mark 16, 17,18 is to believers

of all ages; for to consistently prove themselves believers in Christ, accordin

to their own application of this passage, they must be able to cast out demons,

speak with new tongues, take up serpents and drink any deadly thing without

being HURT., Without this proof they unwittingly mark themselves as unbelievers

We doubt that any of the contemporary performers of MIRACLES will dimonstrate

their would-be miraculous power by drinking any deadly poison submitted to them

They are most bold and brazen to assert their claims of miraculous power but

utter helpless in practicing what they preach," (Have Miracles Ceased, James

Tolle, page 19, 20).

1. Bible believers accept the fact that miracles have ceased.
2. We do not need more miracles but we need to believe the miracles written to convince
us that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. (Jn. 20:30,31).

3, Many of those that claim to perform miracles, reject some of the very truths:the word
of God teaches about miracles,






THSESE
GOD'S MOTHER
Prov, 31:10-—31

INTRODUCTION: -

1. "Search the long annals of proud Rome and Greece,
LI The tombs of war, the chronicles of peace, g :
/ Ransack the old and modern rolls of fame,
To fit the brightest splendor on a nazr-le

The name sbove all names is Mothér."”%,% M %‘%) f 75 J
2, "The greatest word is God, The deepest word i6 Soul. The lohfest fidrd is Bternity. The

swifbest word is Time., The nearest word is Now, The darkest word is Sin. The meanest
word is Hypocrisy. The broadest word is Truth. The strongest word is Right. The

~ tenderest word is Love., The sweetest word is Home, The dearest word is Mother."é/%:-//ﬁ 7,«,;,,)

3, George Herbert once said: "A good mother is worth one hundred school masters," How :
true when we realize that the greatest letters ever written, measured by influence, were
written by a mother's hand; the mightest prayers every offered have been made by Christian
mothers; the greatest influence is the influence of a Christian mother, and the only
absolutely unselfish, God-like love is a mother'!s love, :

L. Kipling wrotes nTf I were hanged on the highest hill,

* T know whose love would follow me still;
If I were drowned in the deepest sea,
T know whose tears would come down to me;
If I were damned in body and soul,
T know whose prayers would make me whole.
Mother O'mine} Mother o'mine " :

5, Over 290 times the word mother appears in the Biblé. Paul said: "Honor thy father and
mother.s." (Bph. 6:2) Paul meant more than sending them a card or paying them a visit,
or even setting aside one day each year to give them ‘special honor, Since the world is
today possibly thinking more about mother-than other times, it seems appropriate to '
study aboubt God!'s woman; God's mother in the hope that it will help you to be a better
mother and will help us all to have greater respect for our mother.

6, Ietts consider
DISCUSSICN ¢

I.' MOTHERHOOD IS A HIGH CALLING.
A, God made woman and gave her the abilityto reproduce., Gen. 1:28,
B. Uhen woman sinned, God said "in sorfow shalt thou bring forth children, Gen. 3116,
G. But the joy of motherhood makes a moman forget the pain of birth. Jn., 16321
D. A woman's salvation is comnected ith motherhood as she continues faithfully in
all else that God commandsa 1 Time 2¢15%
E, "Cod made the streams that gurgle down the purple mountainside;
He made the gorgeous coloring with which the sunset is dyed:
He made the hills and covered with glory, and he made
The sparkle on the dewdrops and the flecks of light and shade.
47\ Then, knowing all earth needed was & climax for her charms,
He made a little woman with a baby in her arms!

He made the arching rainbow that is thrown across the skys
He mode the blessed flowers that nod and smile as we go by;
He made the gladsome beauby, as she bows with queenly grace;
But the sweetest of them all, He made the love-light in the face A
That bends above a baby, warding off the world's ch,arm{s-’-,--(- 23 dinia 7)
That dainty little women with a baby in her arms." ‘:JZQA; ekl s Gy
II. MOTHERHOOD IS A GREAT RESPONSIBILITY.
A. Sons and daughters will be like their father and mother, Hzek. 16:hle
1. Ahaziah, the son of Ahab and Jezebel "did evil in the sight of the Lord, and
walked in the way of his father, and in the way of his mother." 1 Kgs. 22:52.
2, Josiah M"ddd that which wals right in the sight of the Lord, and walked in the
way of ]2&' id his father..." 2 Kgs. 22:2.

1
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3. Timothy was a men of unfeigned faith but it dwelt first in his mother and grand-
mother, 2 Tim, 1:5. : ~
1o Abraham Lincoln:said, MAll that T am, or can be, I owe to my angel mother,t
B. The Bible reveals some of the reasons why mothers may fail in this great responsibility.
1. Rebekah, the mother of Jacob, failed because she was partial. Gen. 25:28.
Because she was partial she taught her son:
a. Lying and deception. Gen, 27:6=29.
be Jacob practiced the same at other times,
2+ Herodias, mother of Salome (Josephus gives her this name) used her own daughter
to accomplish her own ungodly purposes, Mt. 1h:l-8.
3. Some mothers fail because they become unconcerned about their children and their
responsibility. ; %
a, During the destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, Jeremiah said,"the
daughter<of the people is become cruel..." Lam. 4:3; Jbb 39:13-18,
b. Paul spoke of some (mothers, fathers, children) without natural affection,
Rom, Lt31s 2 Time 333, : :
C. The Bible also reveals why mothers succeed in the great responsibility.
1. They have great faith in God, Heh, 1l:1l. :
2. They ask for God's help and keep their promises to Him, 1 Sam, 1:10,11k 24-28,
3. They depend upon the word of God as their guide, 2 Tim., 3:15; 1:5,
Lhe They are willing to bear trials and afflictions for their children's welfare -like
Jochobed, the mother of Moses. Ex. 2:1,2,

CONCLUSION
1. The mother is the soul od the home, Only she knows what a load it takes to make a house
a home,
/ "Nobody knows the work it takes : Mobody knows of the lessons taught
o keep the home together. ‘ ' Of loving one another;
Nobody knows of the steps it takes., Nobody ,knoWs of . the.patience sought,
Nobody knows but hother, Nobody, only mother.
Mobody listens to childish woe "Nopody knows of the anxious fears
Which kisses only smother, Lest darlings may not weather
liobody!s pain®by naughty blows The storms of life in after years.
lobody, only mother. Nobody knows but mother.
Miobody knows of the sleepless care "Nobody kneels at the throne above
Bestowed on baby brother. To thank the heavenly Father
Nobody knows of the tender prayers For the sweetest gift - A motzir“_‘s }ove
lobody, only méther. Nobody can but mother,n (Ao P does

2. You will not expect the impossible of mother — she is only human, Mother will be strained,
tested, tried, nerves keyed up ready to snep. There will be much noise "but she will try
to remember that in the home too much noise is better than too much silence.t Tt's betbar
to have muddy shoes on the carpet than’ cleaned and laid away.

(”The little toy dog is covered with dust, = "And as he was dreaming, an angels song
But sturdy and staunch he stands, Awakened our Little Boy Blue.
And the little t#n soldier is heavy with rust Ahl the years are many, the years are
And his musket molds in his hands. But little toy friends are trﬁg?\%omgﬁ
"Time was when the little toy dog was new "Aye, faithful to Little Boy Blue they
And the soldier was passing fair., Each in its same old place, ﬂ?gtand,
But that was the time when our Little Boy Blue Awaiting the touch of a libkle hand,
Kigsed them andput them there. And the smile of a little face.
MYow, don't go till I comgt, he said, ‘ "And they wonder, as waiting the long
tand don't you make any noise, : : ‘fyggrs through .
S0, toddling off to his trundle bed, In the dust of that little chair,
He dreamt of his pretty toys. ! ... What has become. of our Little Boy

(Blue
: : : Since he kissed themand put them
3. Son or daughter, thank God for your mother, "It's the holiest name in human (Thege?"

speech except the name of God, who pities like a father, who comforts like a mother and
who loves like both.n j
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h. Obedient to their own husbands. Ephe 5:22.

Conclusions

Yes, there is much work in the church for the woman to do. No reason
any woman can not be busy. Enough work in this community and in your
home to keep you busy.






. SFE
THE LITTLE FOXES SPOIN, THE VINEYARD
Song of Solomon 2 gh=—-—-

1. The vineyard placed a very importance part in the economy of Palestine, The foxes
would sometimes spoil the vineyard.

2. This is Jjust one of the many places in the Bible where animals are used to teach us
valuable lessons. A
a. Isaiah uses the ox., Isa, :1:3.
b. Solomon uses the ant, . Prove. 6:6,
c. Jesus used the birds of the air, Mt. 6:26, s

3. In the 0ld Testament Israel is often compared to a vine or to a v1neyard Psa, 80:
15 H Isa., 0’7

Lhe In the New Testament figures of vine, branches, and vineyard are used to describe
the kingdom or church of the Lord. Misy BL:28,335 JiJL58L,20 AT 2¢!/

5. Solomon was speaking of literal foxes that spoiled the vineyard, but there are
little foxes (little sins) today that spoil the vineyard,

Discussion,
T. O LITTLE FOX IS IRREVERENCE.
A+ Irreverence is lack of respect, fear, or reverence toward God and our fellowman,
B o« Irreverence can be manifested in a number of ways:
1. The use of filthy language by a Christian is irreverence toward God. Eph,
H:295 53k
2+ Lightly esteeming something divine is profanity.
ae Hsau is called a profane person because he lightly esteemed a @&ivine bless~

ing. Heb. 12:15-17,

b. The Corinthians-lightly esteemed the Lord's Supper just as some do today.

1 Cor, 11:20,21,30,

co Somelightly esteem the assembly of God's people and all kinds of deeds are
carried one.

(1) Worship is an "act of reverence whether paid to a creature or to the
Creator."

(2) We all recognize that the building where we meet to worship is not
holy but "the reason we come to that building is holy" (Marge Green)
and the assembly is holy.

Ce The Christian must give reverence to God and“allow the little fox of irreverence
to spoil the v1neyard Heb, 12:9,28,
1T, ANOTHER LITTLE FOX IS PRIDE,
&, Pride is 1nord1nate self esteem; an unreasonable conceib of superiority; a
‘ sense of one's own worth and abhorrence of what is beneath or unworthy of one's
selfe" (Webster)
B. Pride has no place in God!'s way for man. Prov. 16:18; Lk, 1:51; Phil, 2:3.
Ce The little fox of pride destroys the vineyard in-so many ways:
1. Pride wrecked the nation of Edom. Obadiah 1,2,3.
2+ The proud man gets his feelings hurt so easy while the humble man is able to
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forgive,
3« Pride keeps Christians from confessing their sins,.
a. David was king of Israel but he said "I have sinned." 2 Sam, 12:13,

b. The Pharisee was so proud that he confessed faults of others, but not his
own, Lke 18:10-14,
‘lfthe Christian must humble himself and confess his sins. 1 Jne. 1:9; 1 Pet. 5:6.
ITI. THE LITTLE FOXES THAT ARE TWINS ~—-—ENVY AND JEALOUSLY.

L. Fnvy is the inordinate desire toward that which belongs to another. One is
Jjealous of his owm,
«Joseph's brothers, "moved with envy", sold him into slavery. Acts 7:9,

Ce Pilate knew that for envy they had delivered the Christ. Mbt. 27:18,

D. The little foxes of envy and jealously have ruined many marriages, disturbed many
congregations, etc. : :

SIEAR” ®
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Iv. THE LITTLE FOXNS THAT ARE TRIPLETS——-SELFISHNESS, MALICE, UNFORGIVENESS.

A, Selfishness is "a concern for one's own welfare or advantage at the expense of or in
disregard of others." (Webster)
1, This little fox is far too prevalent in the life of too many Christians.
2+ Jesus Christ was the very opposite. Phil. 2:5=9.
3« We must help bear one another's burdens. Rom. 15:1=3.

B. Malice is evil intention to do harm through wnlawful or unjustified means,
1. Tn malice we are to be children., 1 Cor. 1,:20,
2, Malice is to be put off, Eph. 4:31; 1 Pet., 2:1. :

C. Unforgiveness cannot be a part of the life of a Christian, Mt. 6:14,15; 18:21-35,

Conclusion,

1. The little sins are the ones that are the most, dangerous. "They spoil the vineyard.,
"Tt is only man's littleness which discovers no importance in trifles., Trifles make
perfection, and perfection is no trifle."

2, "Take us the foxes" means that all our war# must be waged against them lest they
truly spoil the vineyard.



HOY TO DAL WITH INAGTIVE CHURCH MEMETRS WL el
Gal. 6:’1,2. : ; S 7
) INTRODUGTION: -
1. "One of the major problems confronting the average congregation is that of inactive

church members, It matters not where one may go, he is almost certain to find people
who .claim membership in the church, but who take little or no part in the work which
the Lord has ordained for his people. Not only is this kind of a situation unpleasant,

pitiable, and tragic; it also invariably keeps the congregation below its potentlal

strengbhe!

2. Someone has compliled the following statistics regarding the average denominational
church., Some .of the items may be a little high for the average church of ‘Christ; but
it will have to be admitted that in many of the instances the. figures-are substantlally
corrects It will help us to compare ourselves with this information.

5% of reported members do not exist.
10% cannot be found.
20% never praye
25% never read the Bible,
30% never attend church services,
L0% never give to any cause,
50% never go to Sunday school,
60% never go to church on Sunday night.
70% never give to missions, -
75% never engage in church activity. .
80% never attend prayer meeting.
90% never have family worship in the home,
95% never win a soul to Jesus Christ.

3. Certainly those statistics present a problem which is both difficult and important.
Certainly there is nothing more important than the saving of souls. Certainly it becomes
a major concern to every elder, deacon, preacher, member of the Lord's church to know
what to do to cause the careless, indifferent, inactive church member to assume hlS God-
given responsibility.

Le In studying this lesson let us consider:

DISCUSSION:

I. MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH HAVE GOD-GIVEN OBLIGATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES. ‘

A. Anyone who has been saved from his sins and added to the Lord'!s church has certain
definite obligations.
les To provoke one another to loxe and good works. Heb. 10:24.
2. To assemble with God's people and exhort one another, Heb., 10:25,
3+ - To preach the gospel to the world. Mt, 28:19,20; Mark 16:15,16,
Lhe To do good unto all men as we have opportunlty. Gal. 6:10,
5. To minister to one another as good stewards of God's grace. 1 Pet. A4:10.

Be To fail willingly in the performance of these obligations is sin.
le One shall not escape that "neglects so great salvation." Heb. 2:3.
2+ To keep the whole law and fail in one point is to be guilty of all, James 2:10,
3« To know to do good and not do it is sin. James 4:17.

Ce TInactivity is one of the worst things that can happen to a child of God because it
invariably leads him from the Lord., 2 Pet, 2:20-22,

IT. WHAT CAUSES INACTIVE CHURCH MEMBERS?

A, Before one begins to correct some fault or defect it is always wise to try to discove:
- that which caused it.
Be The American Cancer Society has long urged the public to watch for the "Seven Danger
Sighals," or signs that may lead to cancer.
Ce In like manner, there are dahger signals or basic reasons why one becomes inactive
or lgaves the Lord,
T. Discouragement. Gale 6:9.
2¢ Carelessness, Matt., 25:1~13,
3s - Lack of knowledge., 2 Tim, 2:25.
Le Indifference. Rev., 2: Liy5e
5. Unbelief. Jude 5. SRk
6. Tack of growbth. 2 Pets 1:9 7. Harboring ill will toward others. Col. 3:12,13.



III. WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR INACTIVE CHURCH MEMBERS?

Itt's easy for members of the church to say:

"You might as well forget them; for they are not going to do any better,n
"Let them alone and try to convert others.!

But anyone familiar with God!s will knows this not the answer to the problem,
a. It's God's will that he should "lose nothing." John 6339,

be He's not willing that any should perish, 2 Pet. 3:9.

ce He will have "all men to be saved", 1 Tim., 2:3,4.

Inactive church members are, of course, responsible for their own lives,

Tvery man shall bear his own burden. Gal. 6:5,
Each will receive according bo that which he has done., 2 Cor. 5:10; Rom, 2:6~11

The faithful are also responsible for their inactive brethren,

Faithful are to try to restore one overtaken in a fault. Gal. 6:1,2,
We are to provoke one another to love and good works. Heb., 10:24,25.
To try to convert one that has erred from the truth, James 5: 19,20

SHOULD THE INACTIVE BE APPROACHED
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spirit of meekness and wentleness. Gale 6:1.

One must not approach an inactive church member with a "better than thouh
attitude,

One must approach an "inactive church member with a realization that he is
subject to the same weakness. Gale. 6:1.

One that endeavors to revitalize and restore a careless and inactive church
member should by his actions and words show that he is genuinely interested
in his soul.2 Tim. 2:24-26,
a spirit of promptness.»Eph.;5rl§;ﬁ‘

Cancer, as any other disease, is more easily treated and cured when it first
begins.,

Inactivity is a disease and if treated in time, it can generally be corrected,
but if allowed to run its course it may reach the point of no return, Heb, 6: 1-6.
the spirit of prayer. James 5316, '

The Lord prayed for Peter that his faith might not fail. Lk. 22:31,32,

"More things are wrought by prayer than this world dreams of."

1. Brethren, inactive, careless, indifferent church members are going to be lost if they
continue in their present condition.
2. God has placed upon you and me the respon51b111ty of trying to restore them,

3. They'll face us in the judgment if we put forth no effort to restore them, Let's .
be busye. |

1

(Some of thé,pbinté of this lesson were btaken from a lesson by Bro. Leslie G. Thomas
that appeared in the Minister's Monthly, April, 1958).
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THE BOOK OF JOB -
Job

INTRODUCTION:

L.

The book of Job has been recognized as one of the greatest poetic productions of all

times,

as Thomas Carlyle used three words to describe the book of Job - "Slncerlty L
"simplicity," and "melody," - adding that "nothing in the Bible or out of it is
of equal merit,."

be The poet Temnyson also paid high tribute to the literary gréﬁeur of the book.,

cs . The writer has been called "the Shakespeare of 01d Testament times." (The 0ld
Testament Speaks, p. 280).

2. The hook of Job is accounted a work that contains "the purest morality, the sublimest
philosophy, the simplest ritual, and the most majestic creed." (Clarkej.
3. The key text of the book is Job 13:15: "Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.}
Le As a whole, the book discusses the problems:
a. "Can Goodness exist irrespective of reward?h
be "Is suffering a result of sin?"
5. But let's consider:
DISCUSSIONs
I. SOME GENERAL THOUGHTS ABOUT JOB AND ITS CONTENTS. .
A. The characters in the book of Job are God (Job 1l:l), Satan (1*6), Job (3s1),
three friends, Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zaphar (Job 2:11), and a young man named
Elihu (Job 32: 6)
Be The contents of the book of Job are:
1. The misfortunes of Job form the setting for the dialogue that makes up the
major part of this book,
ae dJob is presented in times of unprecedented prosperlty. Job. 1: 1-3.
be Job is presented in extreme poverty., 1:13-19.,
ce dJoh is presented in immeasurable personal suffering, 1:20 = 2:10,
2+ Job's friends came to comfort him and the discussion between Jobrsand his
friends occupy chapters 3 - 31, ]
a. Job curses the day of his birth and complains of life. Ch. 3.
b. Eliphaz rebukes Jobe Che 4,5,
c. Uobaiswers:-Eliphags Che 6, 7. .
de Bildad enters the picture. Ch. 8.
es Job acknowledges God's justice, but still can't understand. ch. 9, 10,
f. Zophar reproves Job. Ch, 1l,
ge Job answers his friends, Ch., 12, 13, li.
h. Job and his friends talk back and forth., Ch. 15-31.
3+ Elihu, "the young maen with all the answers" enters the picture. Ch. 32-37.
Le God challenges Job out of whirlwind and shows him he is not qualified to que=
stion what God does. Ch. 38-41, |
5. Job acknowledges his ignornace; God restores his wealth, friends, family, and
‘ position in life. Che 42
Ce The book of Job is a book of mistakes,
1. Satan made the mistake of thinking that Job served God for what he could get.
2+ Job's wife made the mistake of thinking that when visible, material things wer
lost 2ll was lost, ;
3. Job's friends made the mistake of thinking Jobts sufferings were the outcome
of his sins.
Le Tlihu made the mistake of thinking he knew all the answers.
II. FIVE GREAT QUESTIONS OR PURPOSES ARE CONSIDERED IN THE BOOK OF JOB.

A, TIs there such a thing as disinterested goodness?
1. Satan's question "Doth Job fear God for nought?" implied that Job and all men
serve God simply for what they get out of it. 1:9, 10.
2. The entire narrative answers the question.
ae dJob is tried and tested by:
" (1) Unexampled misfortunes. 1l:13-19.
(2) A painful and loathsome disease. 2:7.
(3) Defection of his wife. 2:9.
(4) Cruel charges of his friends. 4:1-8.
(5) Desertion of his relatives. 19:14.



(6) Insulting language and actlons of the rabble., 30:1-10,
be Yet, in all this, Job:
(l) reains his integrity. 1:21,22; 2:10,
(2) Remains faithful to God. 13:15,
(3) Continues to place all his hope and trust in the Almighty.

3¢ M"A crucial experiment has been made, and Job stands the test- there is no
reason to believe that with any other good and righteous man the result would
be different.," (Introduction To Book Of Job, Pul. Com. Vol. 7, p. XVII).

Be The second question is an inquiry regarding the grounds upon which God dlstrlb—
uted prospeérity.and adwvérsity, happiness and unhappiness, etc.,

Lle Jobt's friends answer that they are distributed according to a man's deserts-
Job you are suffering because you are such a sinner,

2. Job denies this and immediately raises other questions.

- ae But.if suffering does not come as a result of ene's sins, how does one
account for it? :
be Why does the ungodly so often prosper° (12:6; 21:7-33).
ce Why is the just, upright man so often oppreosed° (12:4).

3¢ God sends calamities on good men by way of chastisement, not of punlshment
in love, not in anger, to purify and strengthen. Ch. 33.

Ce Another questlon or purpose which the wribter must have had in mind was concernl.
man's fubure destiny.

1l. Was death the end of all things?

2, "If a man die, shall he live again?" 14:1k,

3. There seems to be an effort then to cheer man by (1) the glorious hope of
future life and (2) to point to a time when the "ensqualities of the existing
dondition of things redressed by the permanent establishment of conditions
entirely new,"

Le Jesus Christ has forever answered the question that we shall live again.

Jdn. 11:25,

De A fourth question raised is, Can man be just before God?

1. Absolutely perfect man cannot be because the sins of youth (13:26) sins of
temper, speech, etc., (6:3,:26; 33:8-10).

2. " But man can be in the sense of being sincere, honest and determined to
serve God as Job was "perlect and uprlght, one that feared God and eschewed
evil." (Jobe. 1:3).

3. This book shows that man can do’ right if he tries, that he can purify him-

+ self and live a Just and noble life,

The last question is the question: of mants power to know God.

1. That man has a knowledge of God in that he knows him to be wise, just, good,
eternal, almighty, ett., cannot be denied and is proved throughout the book.

=24 < But tnaL man can fully comprehend God is denied and disproved throughout
the book. Job, 28:12-28; 38'§}hl. :

3. Therefore man must not persume:to sit in Jjudgment upon God who "doeun great
things, which man cannot comprehend." (37:5).
ald "Hlu attitude must be one of submission, reserve, and reverence, He

lkust continually bear in mind that he has no faculties tolgraspithe whole
range of actual facts and consider theirrelation one to another, no
power to comprehend the scheme of the universe, much less &lo> sound

the depths of the being of him who made it." (Introd. To Job, Pul., Conm.
VoLl 7y pe X0 g‘,), ¥

Le "e..the ignoranceais a sufficient answer to most of the objections which men
are in the habit of urging against the wisdom, equity, and goodness of the
Divine government, whether as made known to us by reason or by revelation,
so the author of 'Job! is evidently besf on impressing upon us, as éne of
the main lessons to be learnt from reflection and experience, and one of the
main teachings which he would enforce upon us by his treatise, that we are
quite incompetent to understand the general scheme of things and therefore
quite unfit to ciriticize and judge God's doings." (Ibid, pp. XVITI-XIX).

CONCLUSION :

l. Job came to realize, as'all must, that God never forsakes his own - he is there all
the time - even amldst su_ffev:mb, but'is working out His plans for all humanity, and
one individual is only a‘small part of the total program,

e ]
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(2.) Job

2+ When we come to realize that God has a plen and purpose that is being worked out in
the world and that God is conscious of us in His plan and that it has definite meaning

for us, then nothing else matters,

"o the whole problem of suffering dissolves » in a faith that God is and that he

cares, and that He has a plan which includes me. The final gain for Job after his

trial was a spiritual enrichment; and this can be true for us today. For any man

to have an inner certainty of God and of a proper relabionship with Jehovah is

the finest asset that we can have in all of life 5 and true religion is to trust

God implicitly in the face of every trial and every pain and even in the face of

despaire" (J. D. Thomas, "The Old Testament Books and Their Message," p. 237).

W
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THE GREAT DAY OF HIS WRATH
Rev, 6 : 17

INTRODUCTION ¢
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of us are familiar with.great days.

The history of our country is replete with great days.

The day the Declaration of Independence was signed; the day World War IT ended, etc.
Bible likewise mentions great days.

The day man was created.

The day Christ died.

The day the church was established. .

text mentions another great day, in fact, our text suggests several things:
There is a great day coming. ' .

It is the day of God!s wrath.

Things will occur on that day and,

the question, Who shall be able to stand?

TON:

T. THERE IS A GREAT DAY COMING. Rev.8:17.

A
Be
Co

D.
T
e

B
I o THE

Christ referred to it as the day of judgment (Mt. 11:21,22); that day (Mt, 24:36);
the last day (Jne 12:48).

Paul spoke of it as a day (Acts 17:31); the day of redemption (Eph. 4:30); the day
of Christ. (Phile 1:10; 2:16).

Peter called it the day of judgment ( 2 Pet, 2:9); day of the Lord (2 Pet, 3:10);
the day of God. (2 Pet. 3:12),

John naméd it the day of judgment (1 Jn. 4:17).

Jude simply said the great day (Jude z).

The Bible clearly establishes the fact that there is a great day coming.

GREAT DAY COMING IS THE DAY OF GOD!'S WRATH.

A.

Be
Ce
De

Divine wrath means "divine indignation or the punishment that will come on the

guilty.n ‘

God's wrath came on Sodom and Gomorrah, Gen, 18-19,

God's wrath came on Jerusalem. Matt. 24:1,2,.

God's wrath will be felt by all that do evil.

1. Rom, 2:8,9 - "wrath upon every soul that doeth evil,"

2. Rom, 1:18 - "wrath of God revealed against all evil."

3. 1 Thess, 2:16 -~ God's wrath abode on the Jews to the uttermost that hindered
the preaching the truth,

Le Reve 11:1Q ~ Time of His wrath is come.

God's wrath is a terrible, fierce, and great thing.

1. .2 Chron. 283l1l1; 2 Kings 22tl3.

2. Jesus described it as a furnace of fire (Mto 13:h0—h2); where the worm dieth
not and the fire is not quenched (Mk. 9s43,44). 31

3., Paul saié its a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. Hebs 10:

L. John said men would cry out to be saved from it (Rev. 6:16); describes it as
torment (Reve 14:11); lake of fire and brimstone (Rev., 20:10, 15; 21:8).

IIT, MANY THINGS WILL OCCUR ON THAT DAY,

Ao
Be
Ce
De
e
F.
Ge
He
L.
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The trumpet will sound. 1 Cor. 15:51,52,

Christ shall descend in the clouds. Acts l:1l; Reve, 1:7.

The dead shall be raised. Jn. 5:28, 29,

The living shall be changed. 1 Cors 15:51=55, (Christians). LR
A1l nations shall be assembled before the  great white throne. Mbt, 25:31; Rev, 20311~
Every secret thing revealed. Eccle. 12:13,1l4; Rom, 2:16; 1 Tim. 5:24,25,

Man judged according to his works. 2 Cor. 5:10,

Man give account of every idle word. Mbt. 12:36.

A great separation Will take place, Mt. 25:32,41,34.

The heavens shall pass away and the earth be dissolved. 2 Pet, 3:10ff,

IV, UWHO SHALL BE ABLE TQ STAND?Z!

A

Mho will not be able to stand?

1. Those that have trusted in their wealth. Prov. 11l:4; Zeph, 1:18, : 235
2. Those that have sincerely done good, but not according to God's will, Mb. 7322,
3. Those that believe not on Jesus Christe. Jn. 3:36.

s Those that do evil and come not to repentance, Rom. 2:1-=9,

5. Those that engage in sinful practices. Eph. 5:3-6; Col. 3:1-6.
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6. Those that obey not the gospel. 2.Thess. 1:7-9.

Be Who shall be able to stand?
1. God has not appointed us to wrath, 1 Thess. 5:9. .
2. God has provided a way for us to escape the wrath to come., Rom, 5:9; -1 Thess.,

1:10. (Thus some can and will stand in that day.). : :

3+ Those that do His sayings. Mb. 7:21,2,~27; Heb. 5:8,9; Rev. 22:14.
Le Those that put on the whole armor of God. Ephe 6:10-13,

5« Those whose love abound in knowledge and judgment, Phil, 1:9-11,

6. Those who continue stedfastly to the end., Col. 1:21-23; 1 Core. 15:58,

7. Those that have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb, Reve 7:9-17. ,

CONCLUSION: ‘ ‘

Friends, how is it with you? If the great day of God's wrath occured this moement
would you be able to stand? What do you lack? Do it now,
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THE BIBLE - PSAIMS
Psalnms

TNTRODUCT ION ¢ ‘

1. Of all the books of the Old Testament books, no book has meant more to Christian people
then the Psalms., "The popularity of the Psalms rests in the fact that they reflect the
common experiences of the human race." (The 0ld Testament Speaks).

2. In the early church, some writers say, morning and evening worship commenced with a
5o, Psalm,
De "Tertulllan, in the second century, tells us that the Chrlotlans of his day were
wont to sing many Psalms in their agapae,"
ce Jerome says that "the Psalms were continually to be heard in the fields and
vineyards of Palestine."
d. The Psalms are printed in many editions of the New Testament because love for them
has been so great, v
e, Adam Clarke wrote: "I know nothing like the book of Psalms: it contains all the
lengths, breadths, depths, and heights of the pabriarchal, Mosaic, and Christian -
dispensations. It is the most useful book in the Bible, and ibs every way worthy
of the wisdom of God." (Vol. 3, p. 218).

o John Calvin wrote: "I may truly call this book an anatomy of all parts of the
soul, for no one can feel a movement of the Spirit which is not reflected in thie
mirror, All the sorrows, troubles, fears, doubts, hopes, pains, perplexities,
stormy outbreaks by which the hearts of men are tossed, have been depicted here
to the very life,!

2+ The key word of the Psalms is "worship" and the key text might well be Psa. 29: ?.

3+ The underlying theme is ﬁﬂha_AiL;hudah£ﬁ;lhnle“The Presence Of God."
ae God is here seen supreme and man in submission To Him,
be An examination of the Psalms will "reveal a certain conception of God, and an

attitude of the soul in worship resulting from such conception."

Le We can think of the Psalms as a collection of 150 religious songs and hymns yritten by
several authors, over g period of seweral centuries.

2. 73 Psalms are attributed to David specifically.
be Psalms 90 was written by Moses,

_ Ce -Several other authors in the Psalms,

5. Let's consider:

DISCUSSION @

T. SOME GRNERAL DETATLS AND CONTENTS OF THE PSALIS.

Ao ILeading ideas in the Psalms,
1. The names or references to God,
a. dJehovah (translated Lord in KJV) appears héh times,
b, God appears 250 times,
c. Lord appears 62 times,
d. Jah appears 42 times,
2. "Trusth in the Lord. 4853 27:3; 84 12 14R 88 | :
3. M"Praise" the Lord, 22:23; 69:30; 104: 35, 11721422504
Lo "Rejoice" in the Lord. 2:1l; 31:7; 89:16; 118:24,
5. M"Lovingkindness" (Mercy, KJV) appears hundreds of timges.
Be Five- fold division of Psalms, , ;
1. Bobk I - Psalms 1 - 41:13. Worship of Jehovah a® the becoming one who is
helper o
2., Book IT = Psalms 42:1-72:19. Worship of Jehovah as the wonder-working God.
3. Book III - Psalms 73:1 - 89:52, Worship of Jehovah ceaseless,
Le Book,IV = Psalms 90:1 = 106:48 - Worship of Jehovah rendergd.
5. Book V = Psalms 107:1 - 150:6., Worship of Jehovah consumated,
Ce According to.subjects the Psalms might be divided into:
%, 1. Peetrpys - "The poetry of amy nation is an unmistakable index to the character of
that nation." (Lightfoot) Psa. 19:1,2,7,8; l:6.
2.  History. "Beyond doubt the contribution of the Psalms to history is one of its
most significant contiibutions, for the Psalms cast more than ordinary

1light on the historical sections of the 0ld Testament, Not only do the
Psalms add to the substance of historical fact, but the hlgtorlcal fact




are made richer by their embodiment in the psalms., The cold and life-
less facts of a distant age when put into psalms are revived with
feelings of religious fervor and serve to remind all who repeat them
the wimistakable lessons of history. And what a varied history Israel
does havel Many events of this history are portrayed in these
P3alms: the creation of man (8:5); the covenant established with
Abraham and his descendants (105:9=11); the priesthood of Melchizedek
(110:4)3 Tsaac, Jacob, Jsoeph, Moses and Aaron (105:9ff); the
deliverance from Egypt and the Canaanite inheritance (78:133; 105:4))
- and scores of others that could be cited, providing an independent
witness to the key points of early Hebrew history. In the Psalms
literature joins -with history and shares with us their comp051te
treasures," (The 01d Testament BookS...)
3. Psalms as religioys expression and devotion.
a. The abiding value of the Psalms lies in its religious conceptions.
be The first chamber we entef is the "Room of Rlonteousness." 51 17, 133413
Ll:sls 1531=3,5.
¢+ <The second room is the "Room of Revelation" 110:1-A,
de The Third room is the "Room of Reverence," 65:11-13; 27:103 37:25; 100:l-/.
De 1Interesting facts
1. Psalms 119 is uhe longest, aluo loagest chapter in the Bible,
2. Psalms 117 is the shortest - also shortest chapter in the Bible and the
middle chapter,
3, Psalms 118:8 is the middle verse of the Bible,
IT., PASSAGES IN THE PSALMS SPECIFICALLY DECLARED BY THE NEW TESTAMENT TO REFER TO CHRIST.
« ‘Ao -Jesus declared that all that was written in the Psalms about him must be fulfilled,
TLuke 24thl, s
Be "Thou art my Sony; this day have I begotten thee." 2:7; Acts 13:33, HEB 5. 5
Ce "For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine -Holy One
to see corruption." {16:10) Acts 2:27, 13' 35
Do "My God, My Gad, Jhy.hash.hou. forqugg,m@4 why art thou so far from helping me,
and from the words of my roaring." (22:1)Mt. 27:43.
Ils "For Dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have inclosed me: they
Dierced my.hands-end.ay.feehe! (22:16) M. 20225, :

"+ NThey part my garments gmong tncrg -and cast lots upon my vesture." (22: 18) Jne 19:24.
te "Then said I, lQe.l.coues in the volume of the book it is written' of me I delight
to. do Lhx. u11] 0.1y Gods yea, thy law is within my heart." (40:7,8). Hebs 10:7 .

He "Yea, mine own " familiar Irlend in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath
lifted up his heel against me (41¢9); Jns 13: 18,
L. "Thy.thwone, O Cod, is for eyer ond.gver: the sceptre of tlhy klnodom is a right
sceptre." (h5 65 Heb, 1:8.
of thine house hath. caben.me.up; and the reproaches of them that
rcpfoached thee are fallen upon me," (69:9)3 Jn. 2:17.
Ko "Théylgdve méalsorgallefor: myﬂmeat~ and: in-qy thirst they. g@ve1meqv1negar H0oane
" dpinkst: (69 21); Mba 27031&,380
L. "Let his days be few; and let another take his oﬂflce." (109 8); Acts 1:20.
M. "The Lord said unto my Lord, 8it thou at my right hand, until I make bhine enenies
thy footstools" (110:1)3 M, 'hh.
Na "The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order
of Melchizedek," (110:4); Hebi 7:17. :
0. "The stone which thé builders refused is become the head stone of the corner,"
© (118:22) 5 Mt. 2L:h2.
P, "Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord: we have blessed you out of the
house -of the Lord." (118:26); Mt, 21:9. - -
TIT. SOME OF THE PSAIMS THAT ARE A PART OF OUR.SONG BOOKS. (Plan oprresentation is to
have some of the Psalms quoted or read and then sing the songe. ) 5

As Psalws 1 - Song 14 Ge Psalms 133 -~ Song LOO -
Be Psalms 23 - Song 510 ‘ He -Psalms 148 - Song 53
C. Psalms 51 - Song 189 I. Psalms 150 --Song 191,-

D. Psalms 84 - Song 500
e Psalms 100 - Song 332
Fe Psalms 119:97-10L - Songe. 399
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CONCLUSION ¢

1. UMemorize the psalms and their thoughts will cheer you in the morning, will give you
strength through the day, and will give you rest at night." (Lightfoot).

2, Here are the Psalms] "Tlaste and see that the Lord is good." Psa, 34:8,
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INTRODUCTION: : ]
1. Every thoughtful observer can testify to the fact that this precept of Jesus is
more often disregarded than observed.
@) 2., This admonition has always been needed, for we are all too prone to judge others,
and to justify ourselves. .
(¢ 3, Our text today is one of the least understood passages in the Bible and most people
¢ would probably¢£o less judging if they understood the meaning of the-words "judge

o not " . .

[G L. In this section of the sermon on the mount, Jesus seems to be"enforcing again the
2 all importance of remembering that we are walking under the Father's watchful eye."
e a. It concerns our relation with other people- . .

1l b. "We cannot read the Bible without coming to the conclusion that the thing that
- U ' : really differentiates God's people from all others is that they have always

< been people who walk in the consciousness of their eternal destiny."- (Jones,

Bﬂ Vol 2; D 189).

5, In this study then let us observe:

&  DISCUSSION: -

= "I, UUDGING - WHAT IT> IS NOT? : : ‘

= A. It is not forbidding our judges to hand down decisions in our civil courts.

%% : 1. Civil authority exists for the purpose of making judgments. ~Romi13:4.
}5 2., Man were being tried in the courts when Jesus spoke this so he was not
M forbidding such. .

B. It does not forbid.the disciplinary action of a congregation.'' .
1. The Bible plainly teaches withdrawal of fellowship. 2 Thess. 3:6.

2. The church at Corinth was tbe put away an immoral member. 'l Core#5:l=5.

€. It does not mean'that we must refrain from condemning and preachding against

sin. ) {8 o : A

1, Jesus denounced the sins of the Pharisees. Mti 23. '/

2. Paul said "them that sin rebuke before all, that others also: may fear."

: 2 Pim. 5220, ! S

.3, Sometimes when a minister of Christ proclaimsathe Lord said against a
particular sin, someone will say to him, "You preached: that sermon just for
me." iHe feels that way about it because he’is guilty of sin, but it is not
often that 'a minister preaches a sermon for just one person. It betrays
considerable egotism in a man when he thinks:-he is important enoughtfor a
minister to spend a couple of weeks preparing a sermon just for him. FKven
if T thought the preacher had me thus in mind, I would not betray my egotism
by saying as much." (Willeford). ) 8 ) .

D. It does not forbid-our pointing out religious error.

1. Ofttimes when religious error is pointed out someone says, "But we are not
to judge." . ) i ) ' LAED . :

2. Jesus condemned the doctrine of the Pharisees. "Mty 15:95 13-

3., Paul condemned false teachers. 2 Tim, 2:16-18. .

L. Peter said-there were false prophets. 2 Pet. 2:1.

II. JUDGING % WHAT THE LORD WAS FORBIDDING?
A, We are not to have a critical and condemning attitude toward others.

1. True critieism is-an excellent thing. ' i 2

2. But one may be hypercritical. Such an individual approachés a thing expect-
ing to find faults, in fact he hopes to find them. ” ‘

B. "It is against the practice of illenatured criticism, hasty and half-formed
opinions, the open or unconscious assertion of our own superiority, the malicious
whispers, and the cruel sneers, who:do so much harm in everyday relationships
of human life that Jesus so sternly warns against in the passage now/before us."

)

(Thomas) . )
-— C. We are not to sit as judges, and determine wikhin ourselves the guilt of others.
53 1. We are not to condemn others; but we are not judging when one's own deeds
e judge him and we call them to his attention. We can be fruit inspectors.
@ Mt 743655205 0B 7x6. )
Q 2. We are not to judge according to appearance, but that which: is based on fact.

£ / (th— /é /r 7// \ ‘7,’)&% i, ) 2



a., If you were to hear me curse you then you could say I took God's name in
vain and that would be righteous. judgment. But if you heard a rumor
that I cursed and judged me guilty on the basis of the rumory you would
be Jjudging me.

b. A man is brought before a judge and the judge looks at the fellow when he
first walks in and says in his heart, "I don't like the way that fellow
walks, nor the manner of his speech. He appears guilty to me, so I am
going to give him 30 days in jail." The Jjudge has judged according to
appearance and not the facts in the case.

c, "Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be
condemned. " Lke 6:37. The judging forbidden is that wherein we sit as
Judge and jury instead of letting the man's deeds decide the case.

III. JUDGING - SOME REASONS FOR NOT JUDGING OR WHY THE LORDWON'T LET NS DO IT.
A. "That ye be not judged.® Mt. 7:1b.
l. When one judges another in a harsh, critical spirit, then one need not be
surprised if the same standard is used against him. Mt. 7¥2; Gals 6:73 JaskP:13.
2. _When one finds that others are very critical of his actions and ways itmay
be because he uses the same standard on others. : Sl
B. Our inability to form a correct judgment. This is true for four reasons: -
1. We are too often blinded by the beam that is in our own eye. Mbt. 7:3=5.
2 a. The Lord poifts out that we, too often, are not concerned. about righteous-
ness and true judgment at all, because if we were, we should deal with
. it in ourselves.

b. Our real desire is to condemn, the person, not to get rid of the evil in
thé person.

2. We are controlled, too much by custom, tradltlon, personal feelings, and pre-
.. Judices.
3., We cannot always know the motlve behind a deed. l-Cor; 2311.

a. ,Human conduct cannot be properly evaluated until one knows the motive
behind a deed.NNoCcourt:¢dn assess a proper penalty until it knows the
motive.,

b. A person buys andautomoblle that we think is really beyond h;s means and

we say: "He is trying to keep up with the Joneses."  But such may be the
farthest thought from his mind as his doctor may have advised a larger
car,

c. We sometimes charge our religious neighbors with belng insincere in their

. belief, Let us be careful becauyse they nﬂy be sincere but mistaken.
cf. Aets 26:9.

d. Young people sometimes say of ahother "She thlnks she is better than anya ne
else." It's possible she feels this way but it may also not be true.

e. Sometimes men charge congregations of trying to make a name for itself
and to be the most influential congregation. Have the elders told you
this is why they do things, if not, you are Jjudging.

L. We can't always know all the facts in the case.
a, We sometimes fail to see the need for all the facts,
b. We also allow our likes or d;sllkes to determine what facts we accept.
C. Not everything we condemn in others is in reality a sin. .
1. Jesus and Paul were frequently condemmed by their critics, but they were not
. ~8inners.,
2. Eli thought Hannah was drunk. 1 Sam. 1: 12ff° ;
Sk 3. Job's three friends thought he was a great sinner. They did not.understand
the circumstances of the trials and temptations that led to thls.
_ "If we knew the cares and trials,

_Knew the efforts all in vain,

And the bitter disappointments, : )

Understood the loss and gain - ,

Would the grim eternal roughness

Seem - I wonder % just the same?

Should we help where now we hinder?

Should we pity where we blame?

Ah} we judge each other harshly,
Knowing not life's hidden force;
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knowing not the fount of action
Is less turbid at its source;
Seeing not amid the evil

A1l the godden grains of good;
And we'd love each other better
If we only understood

Could we judge all deeds by motives
That surround each other's lives,
See the naked heart and spirit,
Know what spur the action gives;
Often we should find it better,
Purer than we judge we should;

We would love each other better

If we only understood,

Could we Jjudge all deeds by motives,

See the good and bad within,

Often we would love the sinner

All the while we loathe the sin.

Could we know the powers working

To o'erthrow integrity,

We would judge each other's errors

With much patient charity. .s.ss5€lected...

7 Do The perogative of such judgment belongs only to God. 1 Cor. 4:3<53 Rom. lh:lLa,

Iv. JUDGING - THE CURE FOR IT.
A. Spend more time thinking onk and looking for things to praise. Phil. 4:8.
B. Remember that we must all stand in the judgment of God one day. Mt. 7:2;

< 2rCors 50,

CONCLUSION:

1. Man must be careful about setting himself up as having final authority to pass
sentence on others,

2. We must be "fruit inspectors, " yes - and thus judge our own actions and that of

others in the light of God's word," with care not to impugn others' motives or
impute our own motives to them. Then we have the proper basis for withdrawing
fellowship, admonishing the week, restoring those overtaken in faults, and

preaching the gospel to the whole world." ("Forethoughts," Bob Gilliam, p. 6).

e
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WHAT 'S WRONG WITH QOUR SOCIETY?

Int,
1. The questlon that serves as our lesson is one that has been asked ‘over and over
again during the past few days.
-8, "It is sick" answers one,
be "It is filled with wviolence and we are mad" answer others,
2+ Perhaps now, more than ever before in the history of this country, people have a-
wakened to the fact that something is wrong and there is a need.
a. At the Annual Baptist Convention in Houston, Texas, this psst week the annﬁal
convention sermon urged a return to "new Testament Chrlstlanltv A
b. In most of the religious bodies there is tremendous unrest and seeking for some=
thing they do not have,
3. Possible there has not been a time since the first century when the church of our
Tord had a greater opportunity and responsibility to go forward than now, :
a. e have been pleading for a reburn to "New Testament Christianity" for years.
be Ve have been pleading that Christi is the solution to problems, but now we must
demonstrate it,
e In this study let!s consider:

Diss
T. ISRAEL UNDER SIMILIAR CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE DAYS OF AMOS.
A, TIsrael had been brought out of figypt to become a prosperous nation just as
America. Amos 2:10,
B. Israel had begun to &buse and take for granted God's blessings just as have we:
1, They gave the Nazarites wine to drink., 2:12a.
2. They said to the prophets "Prophesy not." 2:12b.
3+ They stored up violence and robbery in their palaces. 3:10,
L+ They oppressed the poor. 4:l; 5:12,
5. They turned Judgnwnt to wormwiood and left off righteousness. 5:7.
6. They reveled in their luxuny. b2l=by
Cs Cod's solution to Israel's conditién was:
1. He called upon them to prepare to meet their God. Amos 4:12,
2. He urged them to seek the Lord. 5:4,6,8L4,15,

IT. THE CHURCH UNDER PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES IN AMERICA.

A, The church is made up of people that God has saved from sin., 1 Pet. 2:9; 2 Thesd,
2tli, :
Bs The church is in the world, but is not to be of the world. dJn. 17:14-16; 1 Cors
3:1=3; 2 Cor, 6:14-18,
Ce The church, in too many cases, has imbided the same spirit as the nation.
1. Like the nation we have become tolerant toward anything and everything in the
church,

2, America was built on tolerance toward others, but now we have become tolierant
toward criminals, communists, etc.

b, In the church discipline is almost a thing of the past. One chief com:-
plaint wherever I go is "It seems that we never get around to correcting
sins in our midst." 2 Thess, 3:6; 1 Cor. 5:1=5,

2. Like the nation the church has begun to take for granted the blessings that
she enjoys from God!s providential hand,

a. America was built on sacr’lice, honesty, gratitude and dependence on God,
but she now takes all for granted.

b. The church has likewise begun to take for granted the privilege of worship,
Bible Study, freedom, God's love, etc.

3. Like too many Americans we cirticize and complain about the status quo, but
refuse to take an active part in making it better.

.&, How many Americans fail to exercise the right to vote, to write letters, to
meke their wishes known,

b. How many members of the church refuse to become a real active part of the
Lord's kingdom?

Lo Like the nation there is too much bitterness and hatred among members of the
church.



a, In our nation there is too much "every man for himself,"
be In the church there must be a real concern for each other. Mt, 7:12; Rom, 15:
1-3; Ephe 4:31,32; Phil, 4:l=. 5
5. There is too much unconcern and wnwillingness on the part of too many Americans
to become informed regarding the real problems and needs of our society. Like-
wise members of the church fa11 to take advantage of study regarding some of the

basic demands of our day . During this week a once in a lifetime advantage and .
opportunity will be yours:

a. "Communism vs, Christianity" on Monday and Tuesday evenings.
b, "Abheism, Evolution, and Evil" on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday evenlngs.

Conclusién,

1. "What's wrong with our society?" Sin is the main bnlng that is worng.
2. But there is not anything wrong with it but what Jesus Christ is the cure. Jn. 1: 6



THE BIBLE~PROVERBS

Tntroduction.

1.

2e

e

"1 the book of Psalms was the believer's manual of devotion then the book of Pro-
verbs may be said to be our handiook of ethics or behavior." (Preac ing Through The
Dible," Hayden, p. 93) ‘ ;

In this age of the transistor, someone has said that Proverbs might be called God'!s
transistorized wisdom," Tt is a book that presents "truth in the smallest possible
package." :

Tt is generally accepted that Solomon wrote the Proverbs and that they were intend-
ed for universal use,

a, There is 1little distinctive Judaism in the book

b. "At the same time the law is often mentioned" bearing out the fact that law has

Se
.6'

always been essential to successful dealing between God and man, man and God.,

¢, Of the 3,000 proverbs which Solomon spoke, we have only those in this book and
Tcelesiastes., ' : -

d. Of the 1,008 songs we have only those of the Song of Solomon.

Proverbs have always been a favorite way of teaching.

a. They are quoted or alluded to some 32 times in the N.T. .

b. Henry Halley said, "The Oriental method of teaching was constant repetition of
wise and practical thoughts in a form that would stick in the mind."

¢ "They are handles on truth to make it protable."

d. Jesus was the master of a form of proverbs, called parables. lit. 13233

The key word of Proverbs would be neonduct! and the key text would be Proverbs 9:10,

In this study let's consider:

Discussion,.

e

THE KEY PURPOSE AND MESSAGE OF THE BOOK

A. "The key subject of the Proverbs are the affairs of the common life of man," (Frank
" Seay)
Be "The principle object he (Solomon) has in view is, to inspire a deep reverence
for God, fear of his judgments and an ardent love for wisdom and virtue." (Adam
Clarke) Prov. 1l:7.
Ce The doing of religion is stressed in Proverbs.

1. Tt teaches "Practical Christianity."

2, Tt shows that salvation depends upon a working faith. Jas. 2:1~26,

3, Davidson said "For the writers of Proverbs religion means good sense, relig-
ion means mastery of affairs, religion means strength and manliness and success,
religion means a well-furnished intellect employing the best means to ac-
complish the highest ends.™"

D. Some of the divisions in the bock are these headings:

1, "The proverbs of Solomon « « o" L:l.

2. "The proverbs of Solomon . o «" 103l.

3, ", , ., hear the words of the wise," 22:17.

Lo "There are also proverbs of Solomon, which the men of Hezekiah, king of Judah
copled out.® 25tl

5, "The words of Agur . « % 30:l

6, "The words of King Lemuel o o " 3Ll:l,

II7.PROVERBS TEACHES PRACTICAL CHRISTTANTTY,

Ao Duty to God., Prove 1:7.

1. Tt teaches that fear, reverence, and respect for God is man's first duty.

2, "Fear of the Lord" makes for confidence and trust. Heb, 11363 Prov. 385,64

3. "Duty to God" involves "externals of religious worship that must not be neg-
lected. Heb, 10:25; Acts 20:7;

L. "Duty to God" calls upon us to confess our sins and shortcomings. Acts 8:22;
Prov, 28:13.

5, "duby to God" calls upon us to submist to his chastisement, 1 Cor. 11:32; Heb.
12:5,63 Prov. 3:11,12,



B. Duty to Self. It becomes a duty to self to avoid those things that would deprive
us of salvation., : ;
Ls e are admonished. Rom. 6:16; 1 Thess. 5:22; Prov, 1:10, : :
2 "Duty to-self" means we must watch for pride. Mt. 18:h; 23:12;5 Prov, 16:53 163
183 27312, : ;
3+ "Duby to self" means being on guard against envy, luxury, short temper, nervous
disorders, idleness, ‘
' L. "Duty to self" means being on guard against money. 1 Tim, 6:10,17; Mt, 6:19;
Prov, 11:4,28; 28:20, :
5. Uateh out for the good name
C. Duty to our neighbors,
1. Dubty to neighbors was expressed by Jesus to be the second great commandment,
M, 22:37-39, |
2¢ The Proverbs emphasizes the importance of words and deeds toward others, Prov,
12:255 16:2; 14:21,31; 3:27-29; Jas. 1:27.
3. "Duty to Heighbors" involves honesty., Rom, 12:17; 13¢13; Prove 17:13; 242233 3:29,
D. Domestic duties, A child!'s first impression comes from parents.,
1. Paul gave instructions to parents, Fphe 63,
2¢ Prove Asl; 20:7; 22:63 23:13,14,
E. Duties to civil and political 1ife.
1. A Bhristian has duties to civil rulers. Rom, 1331,
2. Prov, 16:12; 20:28; 20:26.

Conclusion, . :

- 1o The book of Proverbs is, in a special sense, dedicated and directed to youth, Prov,

Jid
2« There are none of us but what needs the contents of this book, "In the barracks, in

towm, in school and home, the Book pf Proverbs speaks to plain, everyday situtations.™
3e ALl can turn to the most practical partion of the word of God.
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FXCUSES-GOD!S ATTITUDE TOWARD TWZT‘I S ( !ﬁ *
Lke 1}215-2) -2 : !

1. Read or quote the text. S :
2¢ Ixplain the situadion under which our Lord was speaking, . i
' a, He was in the house of a chief Pharisee on the Sabbath. vv, 1-6
o (1)2Thegswatched: ki dropsy o : : : ;
(2) There wgs a man with dropsy before him, ° , j [
(3) Jestisnasked "If it was lawful to heal on the Sabbath Day?n
(a) He healed the lame man., ; ;
(b) He told them they would get an ass or an ox out of g pit on the Sabbath,
be It was. a plarmed situation to trap the Lord, : .
3. Jesus then spake three parablesgs 4 .- : ’ :
2. He spoke the first one to criticize the quests for their bad manners, Ik, 14 s7-11
b. He spoke the second to rebuke the host for the false principle upon which he had
invited people, 14:12-14,
C. lHe spoke the third to correct. false views with respects to the blessings of the
Messanic kingdom, 1:15-2), . R : ;
(1) the Jews thought it would be ushered in by a great supper,
(2) The Jews thought they would enter it by natural birth,
be In this study we purpose to natice:

Discussion. < ;
I. THE GREAT SUPPER AND THE EXCUSES OFFERED. . ;
As It was a custom to invite people to a supper and later to send notice when it
was ready. ; , : ; ¢ : .
B. When the supper was read@and the servant wentjtell the invited guests "They all
with one consent begen to make excuse," 5
1. "I have bought a pieee of ground and T must needs go and see it " v, 18, .
a. This is the man who loves_ his possessions and pleads the hecessity of
looking after then, . U : .
be This man had no bona fide excuse, . , -,
(1) The field was his and he could see it.at another time, ;
(2) Furthermore it is usually unwise to buy a field sight unseen,.
c. It is tryly bad when one allows his possessions to keep him out of the king=
dom, e : :
2s "I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them,"
- a, This is the man who is so involved in the affairs of business that he doesnsr
have time for religion, .
be He has too much to:do, "His business is his Bible and 'making a living! is
his creed,n -
3+ "I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot comey, !t ; :
a. This one has allowed domestic affairs; social ties to stand in his way .
b. He placed the obligations of his family and of his home first and. he ex-
Pected that everybody would understand, : -
c. It is a paradox that one would allow something as lovely and sweet as

home to stand between & man and his God. There are at least two ways in

which we can use our homes wrongfully: ' ; .

(1) First, our home and family ties can occupy the chief spot'in our hearts
Cf. Lk, 14:26, ; ‘

(2) Second, our homes can be used selfishly by wrapping ourselves in their
luxury, "However, our homes are built the windows should always dook out
on the needs of others," (Lightfoot) ) '

C. Some things revealed by the excuses. . - . y
1. One thing is common to them all---men often esteem a present good above the
heavenly offer, : i e
2. Men make engagemnents for business and’ pleasure without the least regard to the
hour of the banquet or the hour of worship.
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THE BIBLE--ECCLESIASTES

Tnbroduction. : 5

i

2e

3.

"The book of Ecclesiastes, though deeply inbedded in 0ld Testament scriptures, and
an exceedingly ancient and curious document is, in many important and striking
respects, fresher and more up-to-date than tomorrow's newspaper, Because’ its
themes are ape~lasting, its principles unchanging and unchangeable, and its message
to men as applicable and as true as when originally penned, it speaks to our

day with an urgency and directness entitling it the most serious consideration,"
(Old Testament Books, Woods, p. 265=66) : : ' :

The author of the book is Solomon, son of David,

a. "The words of’the Preacher, the son of Bavid, king in Jerusalem." 1:1.

bs "I the Preacher was kind over Israel in Jerusalem."” 1:12.

The Hebrew title of Ecclesiastes is Koheleth, and it signifies one who assembles

- or gathers people together to address them and give them instruction.,

"The design of the book was to show the utter emptiness’ of all matters worldly;
and that this life, with all of its labors, is without value, if there is no
future. It is‘'the moving chronicle of a man who deliberately tasted every worldly

* delight, only to discover the bitter disappointment of each on realization,"”

(Woods) , :

The word "vanity" is the key word of the book as well as the expression "under the

sun, " ! : :

a. It denotes that which passgs quickly and completely and leaves no adequate
result behind---emptiness, transistory, wnsatisfactory.

'be It occurs no less then 37 times in the book.

The theme of Fcclesiastes is stated in Beclesiastés om3s
2, His was, therefore, the age-long quest for the summon bonum--- the Supremne Good,

~ be Few have been able to pursue it like this ancient king of Israel. MHe revelled

Te

in madness and mirth; he plunged wildly into industry and business; he yielded(’“\
to every fleshly and sensual impulse; and if happiness may bée found in ~_/
unrestrained desire, complete abandon in lust and unlimited indulgence in’sin,
it could not possibly have eluded him," :

The book of Ecclesiastes is presented like a play with actor and mrts on the stage.

Let's consider: :

Discussion.

I.

PART ONE---THF SEARCH FOR HUMAN HAPPINESS ON TARTH IN GREAT WISDOM, . 1213 164174,

A. The Bible does not give details about the nature of his wisdom, but we may

assume that it embraced all of those facts and d etails about mankind of that
day. 1 Kgs. 4:29-31a,

" B. Solomon expected to f£ind happiness in knowledge itself "apart from its uses as

& means to corduct one to the source of all knowledge and wisdom, "

1, He knew a great amount about the works of God, but he forgot God,

2+ Knowledge is valuable to the soul only as it is used as a means to an end,

C. He discovered by actuel experience that knowledge™is not the cause of happiness
but "In much wisdom is much grief; and he that increaseth knowledge increaseth
sorrow," 2:18, ; ;

PART TWO---THE SEARCH FOR HUMAN HAPPINESS IN PLEASURE. 2:1=3, .

Ay Solomon's experiment shows that real happiness does not come from pleasure.

1. He tried it and concluded "it is vanity." 'He does not means that all enjoy-
ment is wnmworthy and vain, but only that it is unable to supply the soul's
deep need, ;

2. He later advised youth "Rejoice, O young men, in thy youth . . . but know
that for all these things God will bring thee into Judgment."® 11:9,

B. Moses recognized that the pleasures of this life are only brief. Heb. 11:24-26

C. Despite Solomon's warning and conclusion millions are today seeking happiness
in an ever increasing demand for more pleasures.




TIT. PART THREB--~THE SERRCH FOR HUMAN HAPPINESS TN WIALTH, RICHES AND REGAL, LIVING.
A.

IV.

‘Conclusion

Solomon said, "Whatsoever mine eyes desired," said he "I kept not from theﬂg I
writhheld nob my heart from any joy." 2 lO.
1. He built houses, vineyards, had great possessions.of cattle, gathered silver
and gold, and got all sorts of mucical instruments, 2:4-8. :
2, What was his conclusion: "Then I looked on all the works that my hands
had wrought . « o a2ll was vanity and vexation of spirit. ...%" 22 ¢ll.

Jay Gould, the American millionaire said, when dying, "I suprose I am the most

miserable man on earth,"

"How very many of us today are expending our energies and dissipating our powers

in the cuest for happiness through earthly gain when it has been demonstrated

over and over again, that the effort is futile and foolish," (Woods, Old Testa"

nént Books, Woods, p. 270) '
« Our Lord tatight "Take heed and keep yourself from all covetousness: for a
mants life conalsteth not inh the abundance of the things which he possess—
ethit 1k, 128154

2. Some of the happiest people on earth hardly know where the nexe meal is
coming from and some of the most miserable live in luxury.

Je. 3. Paul said "I have learned in whatsoever state I am, therein to be content L

Pl Lsdle

PART FOUR—-—~THE SE.RCH FOR HUMAN HAPPINESS IN POWER AND EXALTATION.

A,

Be

The view is widely held that fame, power and popularity can bring contentment
of heart,
1. There is a high percentage of suicides among beauty queens, movie stars, ete
2+ Solomon said "So I was creut and increased more than all that were before
me in Jerusalem," 2:9. °
3+ He concluded that such failed and said:
" ‘a, Detter is a poor and wise youth than an old and foklish king, who knowa
eth not how to receive admonition any more," 4'13.
b. Becle. 6:8; 5:15,16, o
Our Lord taught the true standard of greatness and contentment---the way up
is down---humility leads to greatness. Mbe 20:25,26;3 Lk, 1l4:ll.

1

1. The experiment is over and the veteran actor moves to the front of the stage.
tHarthly v1sdom, pleasure, wealth, and power are powerless to produce ab1d~ng
happlneus in the human heart ‘nnounces one who had tried them all,

Here is my conclusion as to where the only real, genuine happinces can be found®
"Fear God and keep his comnandments : for this is the whole duty of man,! Eccle.
12:13

(1) "Duty" is not in Hebrew text, thus "to fear God"' and "keep his comandments"

Qe

by

is "the whole of man"——-not merely hig duty but his life,

(2) "rue ‘religion—----a holy and reverent fear of God, and humble unquestioning

obedience to his will=-— affords the only genuine happiness here, and
salvation hereafter."

The book of BEcclesiastes truly revelas how empyt life is away from God in order that

we might learn how rich and full life is with Him. Campbell Morgan wrote "It is

only as a man takes account of that which is over the sun as well as that.which is

under the sun that t ings under the sun are seen in their true llght " (The Un- :
folding Message of the Bible, p. 429)



THE BIBLE--SONG OF SOLOMON

®  Int,

?é l. "There is ne beok of Scripture on which more commentaries have been writen and
¢ more deversities of epinion expressed than this short poeem of eight chapters."
&F (Pulpit Com, Vol. 9, Int. P.1) :

i?; 8. This is probably the most difficult in the 0.T. teo understand.

b. Commentaters of all ages have disagreed.

c. "o..and perhaps the book has had more treatments since the beginning of the
| Protestant Reformation than any other single book." (The O.T. Books, p.278)
/) 2. The Jews had an opinien about this beek which was read or sung at the Passover
< Feast: "They liken Proverbs to the outer Court of the Temple, Ecclesiastes to
the Hely Place, and the Seng of Selemen to the Holiest of all." ("Preaching
through the Bible," Haydew, p. 101)
3. As in the beok of Ester, the name of Ged is net mentiened in the Seng of Solemen,
<= It is net quoted or alluded te in the New Testament.
;ﬁ L. The title of this little beek ef eight chapters is "the Seng of Songs" er as we
55 would say "the best of Songs." Seme call it Canticles.
k? 5. Regardless of hew ene may finally interpret the beok the key word would be "leve,!
m 6. Semeone has said that Chapter 8:6 is the key verse.
7. In this study let's censider:

Dis.

E I. The Contents eof the Beok.

A. "The song is a peetic representation ef the sentiment of levers, some of it
quite frank in terms of intimate and eretic admiratien for each other." (The
0.T., Beek, p,276)

1. "Seme have seen the peem as a mere love poem to commenorate Selemen's
own marriage to Phareah's daughter, er as setting forth the leve of any
devoted human couple. If that is se then it is valuable, for the kind
of love described here is not the false Hellywoed variety, superficial,
sensual, friveleus, fanciful, lustful. Here is true leve in all its
height and depth and beauty. Here is true human love in all its glery,
not te be trifled with or trampled under foot for it is the most sacred

thing next to human life." (Preaching Threng The Bible." Hayden, p.101-2)

"On the face, the peem is a eulegy of the Jjoys of wedded life; and its

essence is te be found in its tender and devoted expressions of the

3 intimacies and delights of wedded leve.® (Halley, p. 248)

B In noting the centents we shall accept the traditienal view that there are

two levers--Solemen and the Shulamite woman--and "a cherus of women frem

Jerusalem." J.W. Roberst, "In the 0ld Testament Beoks & Their Messages In

The Christian Age," divides it inte these five scenes:

2.

i l. Scene I, 1:2--2:7

B a. The Country Seat of the King near the heme of the Shulamite--The

zi woman has been brought inte the chambers (1:4) of the Kings banqueting
= House (2:4)

£ b. The Cherus of damsels of Jerusalem célebrate the praises of the

a. maidens, 1:2-4.

o) ¢. The Shulamite excuses herself., She is rustic, dark, due te werking
— in the vineyards, but does net blush to admit lenging for her lever.
e 1:5-8.

Qe d. Selemen new enters the scene and the twe lowers ﬁgﬁ; with each eother
O in describing the leveliness of each other. 1:9-2:7.

?% €. The scene ends with a refrain that eccurs twe other times. 2:7

2. Scene II. 2:8-3:5
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A scene in the bedroom @f the heuse of Shulamite's mether (3:4) and

in the street of the city. Since the language of (3:1) describes

this actien in the werds "at night on my bed" these scenes are usually

interpreted as a dream of the maiden in which she expresses her lenging

and searching for her lever.

The lover comes to the home of the maiden. 2:8-17

(1) ?he man says shes is as inaccessible as a deve in the cliffs,
2:14)

(2) She replies in the fameus figures of the foxes (2:15) that she
has been detained from him by her duties.

(3) She thenrelates anether scene where she left her bed and sought
him.

(L) It ends with a plea te not waken the lover. 3:5

Scene III. 3:6-5:1

a.e

b.

Co

The city of Jerusalem--The Wedding Procession of King Selemen and his

beleved berne on a litter.

The people of Jerusalem sing of the appreach of the King and his bride.

3:6-11.

Sengs of Mutual endearment. A4:1-5:1

(1) The husband ef the bride. (sec. reference te veil, L3 and te the
breasts. 435

(2) The bride interrupt the praise of her charm te leng for the
solitude until the coel of the evening. 4:6

(3) The husband tells of the beauty of his speuse in tender and
beautiful metaphors.

(4) She cleses the scene by the wish that this graden may proeper and
that he may gather the fruits ef it.

Scene IV. 5:2-8:4

a e

b.

Co

d.
€.
fl

go
h.
i.
j.

k.

The palace--Incidents of the wedding festival, New searchings and
findings of the levers.

The Shulamite letts ene cherus of a dream in which her lever again
visited her roem at night but disappeared when she arese te epen for
him. She seught him in the street.and was weunded by the keepers of
the wall., 5:2-8.

The cherus interrupts te ask why her lever is mere desirable than any
other lever. 5:9.

The bride answers, extelling his husband. 5:10-16.

The chorus interrupts te ask where her lover is gene. 6:1

The bride replies that he has gene te the garden te gather lillies.
6ids 3.

Selemen enters te sing her charms. 6:4-9.

Dialegue between the chorus and bride. 6:10.

The chorus continues, singing the brides charms which have captivated
the king. 7:1-5. ,

Selemen again enters and sings the praises of his beleved in very
intimate terms. 7:6-9.

The bride in turn invites the lever te revisit the scene of her child
hood home and the scene of their first leve. 7:10-8:4

Scene V., 8:5-14.

a.
b.
Co
d.

(S

The Shulamite Heme.

The inhabitants ask '"who comes?"

The bridegroeem recalls the first moments of mutual love under a tree,

near which the girl had been born. 8:5

The bride respends with what is regarded as the theme of the whole

beok. 8:6,7

The bride's broth#are pictured as originally ebjecting te her marriage
implying she was immature. 8:8
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II. Seme of
A. The

B. The
and

G ‘The

D. The

f. She replied that she was (had been) a wall (kept te herself) and that
this had wen for her the peace of her lover., 8:10-12

g. Sblemon asks her te sing. 8:13

h. She repeats the seng of 2:15-17 and invitatien te leve's fulfillment.
8:14

the preminent inter-pretatiens of the beok.

Allegerical interpretation helds that the lovers are Jehovah & Israel.

dramatic view helds that "erginally the peem was a dream in which the setting

actien were supplied by panteomine or stage curtains."

collectien view thinks the beok is just a cellection of wedding sengs.

medernist view holds that the seng was berrowed frem pagan reiigious sur-

roeunding.

Cenclusien

1., Truly the Seng of Selemen reemphasizes the Bible view of leve in marriage.

2. Leve is

the great facter in all human relatienships. It likewise must be in the

spiritual releatienship.



