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Tntroduction,

} 1. An inereasing nurber of professed Christians, during recent yesars, have become greatly
concernad over what ‘they refer to as their "spirituality.” °
a, The "in thing" nowadays is to "be spiritual." '
b. As one talks to such individn.ls about their probleus it becomes quile clear that
they do not "fael" good about their religion, or they do not "feel" spiritual, or

thair religion has become a burden and a drudgery,

2. One hears many strance expressicns these <ays about spirituality.
a. On, church recently announced two services, not because they are crowi ed, bt

b dih se they prefer to have an "unstructured seécvice", less [ormal, iore emotlonal,

2t  because it will be "more spiritual.m
L. One hears members of Lhe clurch gloss over the errors vhich scie are using by osuch
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expressions as (1) "they are sc spiritually mindea," (2, "they feel s

thieir Faith", (3) "they are so eathusiasiic, S0 cacited about thelr r
"they really love the Lord "

c. "T wou'd 11'-¢ an anbi-estallis'wient group, mayee a group that has no pews (we can
sit on the [loor), pérhaps not sven a churclhouse. Ve want a small grovp where the
closencos 1o [elt and emobicns ure radiuted,." ’ '

3, What many people fail to resalisze s Uhab ong can "feel good about his religion", '"be

enthusiastic", and be highly euotional, yeb not be spiritnal. 7

a. Jesus encounbered scme p eople during His day ‘and described some who lfelt good about
their faith but were not spiritual, Matt. 7:21-23 ’

b. The Jaws of Jesus! day were emotionally involved and quite satislied with their

" worship, but it was vain, M. 7:7 '
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c. The devil is a spiritual teing, hus a spiritual kingdom, and we fight against
spiritual wickednsss, Thus one my be very spiritval, yei te a scrvant of Satan, Eph.
.19 i

- emFu

Tt is obvious that many people cre confused aboub what il means tobe spiritual, In
i I ’ *

this study let's considiir.

&=

DISCUCSTION,
T. WHAT D055 3PIRITUAL MwaN AND HOW IS IT USED IN THD PIDLD?
A. 1t refers Lo things that have their origin with God and are in harmony with his
character, such as His law, Roa. 7:1lL
B, It is used to refer to an inspired maa. 1 Core 2:10.
i .s uoced to describe a mature Christian in contrast wilh bakes. 1 Cor.

P
D, It is used to describe miraculous gifts. 1 Cor., l4:l
B, Tt is used to describe the resurrection body in contrast with the natural body.,

1 Cor, 15:44

F, Tt is used to describe the blessings we enjoy in Christ. Eph., 1:3
G, It dsscribes the s

)

ngs we sing and the undcrstanding we are to have. Eph. 5319% col,1:9
be the sacrifices we offer bo God. L Pet, 2
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. 1L is used to desri

IT. WHO THEN IS5 SPIRTITUAL?
A. VTAST, consider some general thoughts aboulb a spilritusl person,

1. If one is truly spiritual his faith must be of Christ.

a. Millions are canght up in such religions as Mohamuedanism, Buddhism, taol
Sjintoism, stc., and "feel" geod about their religion, but it is not of

b. Thore is only one true religion and one true Cod ana one cannot be truly
spiritual without practicing that religion. 1 Cor. 8:6

c. Through the years men have added so mveh to Christianity thot today many look
at Christianity as "a one-day-a-week religion", a beaubiful church building
religion; and one that lacks zeal according to knowledge.,

d, Certainly such is not geniune, but one must not react against it and accept
eronous practices in the name of spirituvality.
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2, If one is truly spiritual his religion is a working religion.
a., dJesus rasbukad the Jews for replacing the works of Cod with the works of ien, M,
7:8
b. One ancther occasion he rebuked the Jewish le
Mt. .3:5, ,
c. The scriptures v1v1ilj'abreos obedience to Cod's conrinands. 1 Sam. 15:22; Lk, 65&6;
Tit. 1: 16 Jas. L328,25: 1 Jn, 3118
d, 1t is no ”ordﬂr that many Christians do not "feel" very good sbout theip religion,
El; They do not "feel Splfluhal" becauss they are not bDOPltUdl
2 Lbe spiritual man is one vho has an obedienct faith that is put into practice,
3. If one is truly sporitual he has a sincere faith,
ae Many Christians problems center in their heart just like the peosple of Isaiah's
. and the Lord's time, M. 7:65 Prov. 23:7; Mk, 7 ; '
b. " e sporituality invclves the hP&;u.
() Love the Lord thy God with all ‘they heart. Ut. 22:37
(2) Pray with all the heart. Jas. 5.16
\3) Sing with the heart, Tph. 5:19
(4) Partake of the Lord's Dupper Tfrom the heart, 1 Cor. 11:27°
(5) Give froin the h ﬂart 2 Cor, 9:7 "

wers "because they sy, but do aot,

E. Second, consiler some specifics about a spiritual person is,
1. One has experienced the spiritual birth. Jn. 343,5 .
2. One belongs to Tod's spiritual house, 1 Pet, 2:5 r
3. One renders a spiritual service, Rom. 12:1,2
he One offers spiritual sacrifices, 1 Pat, 2:5
5« One bears the fruit of the spirit, Gal, 5.ﬁ2 23
6. One is led by the Spirit. Rom. 2:14, °
7. One acknowledges that what Paul and the other apostles wrote are of Cod. 1 Corp. Yy
Conclusion
1. James D, Bales, in an article entitled "Spiritnality Is Not ‘An Tiotion" said, "We
are not minimizing the enrichment and control of the smotions, It fesls good to feel
good‘? Feelings can help motivate us. A good fe2eling, howsver, does not mean that one
is spiritual., If the good feeling flows from doing good, it 15 connected with our
spiritual sacrifice, but within itself it is not a proof of our spirituality "
2.

Spirituality is sp1r1*"d11y ninded people hdlk‘ﬂ&, talking, thinking, etc., as the
Spirit dirsets,
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SEVEN GREAT THINGS OF PENTECOST
Acts 2

INTRODUCTION:
1. In the long ago, the Psalmist stood amazed at the greatness of God's creation and
was amazed that he was even mindful of man. Psa. 8:1-9.
2. Qur age is one of many great people and great things, so many, in fact, that we
fail to really appreciate all that we have.
3. Man's evaluation of what is great and what is not great may be, and often is, quite
different from God's estimate. Luke 16:15.
4. In this study, let's consider seven great things of Pentecost.
DISCUSSION:
I. FIRST, IT WAS A GREAT DAY.
AR. "Man's history is replete with great days.
1. Who can measure the greatness of each of the six days of creation.
2. Who can really grasp the greatness of the day when God gave the ten command-
ments on Mt. Sinai.
3. "Who stands not amazed at the great days of Christ's death, resurrection
and ascension?

B. Pentecost was a great day because it was one of the three annual feasts of the
Jews.
1. It was called the "feast of weeks" because it came seven weeks and one day
after the Passover. Deut. 16:10,16.
2. It was called the "feast of harvest" because on it the Jews presented the
first-fruits of their wheat harvest. Ex. 23:16.
C. Pentecost was a great day because of the events that transpired on that day.
T. It was the beginning of the church or Kingdom. Acts 2:47.
2. It was the beginning of the work of the Holy Spirit through the aposties.
Jn. 16:13; 2:1-4.
3. It was the beginning of things being done in the name of the Lord. Acts 2:38.
4. It was the beginning of additions to the church., Acts 2:47.
D. Pentecost was a great day because all the events that transpired on that day
affect man in time and eternity.
II. SECOND, THERE WAS A GREAT PREACHER.
A. Man's standard of a great preacher may be altogether different from God's.
1. Some people consider a preacher great because he is eloquent.
a. Eloquence may not teach people anything, Bro. A, E. Emmons, Jr., attended
a meeting with his wife on one occasion and they heard an eloquent
preacher. As they were leaving his wife remarked, "That surely was a
great sermon." Bro. Emmons asked, "What did he say?" She could not
remember, She had bean impressed with the way he said it.
b. Eloquence does-not guarantee against error as Apollos shows. Acts 18:24ff.
2. Some people consider a preacher great if he can quote a 1ot of scripture
(which is a fine characteristic) but the devil can quote a lot of scripture.
B. Peter was a great preacher because:
1. He Toved the souls of men and sacrificed all to preach to them. Matt. 19:27.
2. He was a prepared preacher having spent 3 1/2 years with the Lord.
3. He was a courageous preacher as his sermon on Pentecost shows,
4. He had a great message.
ITT. THIRD, THERE WAS A GREAT AUDIENCE.
A.  Some estimates place 100,000 Jews in Jerusalem for the feast of Pentecost,
B. There were Jews out of every nation. Acts 2:5-31.
IV. FOURTH, THERE WAS A GREAT SERMON.
A.  Man has many standard by which he judges a sermon great.
1. Some are great by the way they are said.
2. Some are great because they say what one wants to hear. 2 Tim. 4:7-4,
3. Some are great because of their edifying contents, etc.
B. The sermon on Pentecost was great because of its contents.
1. It presented the gospel in its completeness. 1 Cor. 15:1-4,

a. Facts to be believed.
b. Commands to be obeyed.




2. It presented the crucified Christ. Acts 2:22,23.
3. It presented the resurrected Christ. Acts 2:24-35.
4. 1t presented the glorified Christ. Acts 2:36.
C. It was great because it opened the hearts of men. Acts 2:37.
V. FIFTH, THERE WASAGREAT QUESTION ASKED.
A. "Men and Brethren what shall we do?" Acts 2:37.
1. Man's soul is his greatest possession. Mt. 16:26.
2. Any question that has to do with his soul as the greatest question.
B. Paul ased, "Lord, what will thou have me to do?"Acts 9:6
C. The jailor asked, "Sisrs, what must I do to be saved?" Acts 16:31.
D. Every sinner ought to be asking this question.
¥1. SIXTH, THERE WAS A GREAT ANSMER.
A. Some answers are great because of the work and effort necessary to get them,
B. The answer on Pentecost was great because:
1. 1Tt was simpTe. '
2. It was true.
3. It showed man how to be saved from his sins. Acts 2:38.
4, It had all the authority of heaven and earth behind it.
YiI. SEVENTH, THERE WERE GREAT RESULTS. '
A. Some preachers have preached in meetings in which over 100 have been baptized
B. But 3,000 were bpatized on the day of Pentecost. Acts 2:41.
CONCLUSION:
T. ATl of us should appreciate the seven great things of Pentecost - a great day, preacher,
audience,sermon, question, answer, results.
2. Have you asked the great gquestion and received arxarsugx and obeyed the great answer,
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CHRISTIAN GROWTH 776 -9
1 Pot, 2:1-33 2 Pet. 5:18= S
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Introduction,

k of anything more alarming than to see a child“that fails
6d plants, animals, deformed men and women are some of the
ght§ about us because we recongize-that such is contrary

to grow? Dwarf
most pitiful si
to nature,’

But there is one thin
g mofe alarming and more pitiful and that is lame
fot rmed, dwarfed Ohristians, Christian growth is a:Christian duty, (1
+ 3125 2 Pet.3318; Hph, éf% s 2 Thess, 1:3) In the spiritual 1life

there 1s to be no weakeni *rZ :
T inls devet ning. or, 4:16)

P
-

“Discussion.

I. STAGES OF GROWTH.
A Babeds=]l Oory d3ls Heb, 53154 1 Pats 23124
B, Little children=l Jn. 2:1%.
C. Young men-1 Jn. 2:13,14,
* D, Full=-grown men=l Cor, 14:20; Heb, 5:14,
B. Fathers=-1l Jn, 2:14, ;
F, Fullness in Christ-Eph, 4:13, 2 Cez, Z//9
II. SOME THINGS TO BE LAID ASIDE IN ORDER TO GROW#l Pst, 2:1.
A. A small child must be free from disease to grow properly,
B. A Christian to grow must lay aside (put off%: :
1, "all malice"=Evil disposition; the desire to injure another.
2. "all gulle"-Use of craftiness; arfifice toward one another.,
3., "hypocrises'"-Deceptive or deceitful actions; appearing to be
what we are not.
4, "envies"~"Feelings of unhappiness because another has that
‘which one desire for himself." (Woods)
5. "all evil speaking"-Slanderous remarks about another to destory
his character or good influence.
C. The Christian's duty to lay aside or put off emphasixed in many
places~Eph, 4:22-32; 8o0l, 3:8,09.
ITT, SOME THINGS ESSENTIAL TO GROWTH=-1 Pet, 2:2.
A{ "As newborn babes', :
l. Become such by being born again-Jn, 3:3,5;|Ja§; 1:18; Rom, 6:3,4,
2. Must have characteristics of little children.
a, Their willingness to leann,
b. Tehir deep humility-Mt. 18:3,
] ¢c. Their forgiving spirit.
ﬁ?PJfB‘ "Desire the sincere milk of the word,"
/ 1, "Desire"-Great eagerness; intense longing, over and over as a
baby. Our spiritual appetite often not as intense as physical=
Mt, 5:6) Pae. /7) A
2. "the sfhoere milk of the word,"
a., “ncient custom to mix gypsum with milk to incpease volume.
b. Men can likewise corrupt the word=-2 Cor., 2:17; 4:2,
c., Some Christians desire only sweets of the word=2 Tim, 4:1-4,
(Hearing only the things what are pleasing all the time will
nd”ﬁg?tribute to growth than feeding a baby candy all the
time.
C. P roper Climate or Environment.
1, in physical we call it climate; in the spiritual environment.
2. 1 Cor, 15:33-Example: Herod-Mt., 14:9," /Cezr s &7, | Ll
D, Exercise~l Tim. 4:79 a life of work-Gal, 5:6.3/;nézﬁiﬁ% fﬁ?ﬂweﬂjﬁu.\dy;ﬁ
E, Time-Hgb. 5:12—14./ Should be a source of encouragement to the
young “hristian, : '
IV. AN INDUCEMENT TO DESIRE THE WORD THAT WE MAY GROW-1 Pet. 2:3.
A. As a baby once tastes of %ts m?thar's milk and desires it over and
over




over again-=Does not have to be urged and persuaded. e L

B, The word 1s good and sweet-Psa, 19:10; 119:103. ‘Uﬁ?ffiggf’taate of’
it in becoming a Christian should prompt them (us) to return again
and again to that feast." (Woods)

Conclusion,

Christians are to grow. God's word is the proper food and is able to

build us up. (Acts 20:32)

Grow in grace and knowledge., (2 Pet, 3:18)
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THE CONVERSTON OF TUE PHILIPPIAN JATLOR = Z&P—QhA
Acts 1631-34-- |

Introduction, - - ‘

1, Begin the lesson by holding a watch or large clock and looking at it
for one minute, Then say, "Did you know that 21 people just died
in this country without the gospel?" And we're only about 8% of the
world's population, ° ¢ "

2+ "Your child is lost in the forestl" Terror and anxiety would instant-
ly. fild the heart of any parent if such were said about their child- |
ren. dundreds would leavé their normal pursutis of life to search.

3+ The word "lost" is one of the most frightening words in the English
language, "The tragedy of all tragedies and the calamity of all
calamities is to be lost." But 21l men are lost without Christ,
Rom.- 3:23, Thus the question and answer of today's lesson becomes
the most important one you'll ever face, - e Ebgn

2

BOORUM & PEASE “NSEAR” ®

i+ Consider a background to the conversion of the Philippian jailor: A
*as Peul-suggested a'visit tothe brethren to whom the word had been
preached on the first journey. A, 15:36-16:1, .

b. Forbidden te preach in #4sia they made their way to Troas where
Paul received a vision., A. 16:6-10,

C. The Joupney Lo Philippi and conversion of’Lydia.'A.'l6:li-15.§“ o
s B .

a

> cadting out of, the spirit zfagizgnation and imprisonment,
Ay 16:16-24s A» e zocinl Leddos -
%. These incidents prepare us for; =* -

L] . s °

{ Discussion. , p

‘ T. THE EVENTS PHAT OGCURED IN THE PRISON AT PHILIEP If, ;

t A. At midnight Paul“and Sitas prayed and sang praises, and a great
ry earthquake occured, A: 16:25,26, :
. J | Be The jailor, thinking-‘his prisoners had escaped, was about ‘to kill

himself. A, 16:27+29, - \ ;

The question, "Sirs, what must T dé to be‘savedl" A, 16:30,
The answer, M"Believe on the Lord Jésus Christ R 5
The ~Jailor washed their'stripes and was baptized., 16:33.

le brought them into his houce and rejoiced, 16:3k. e {

Now, let's consider some of these things in more detail,g ° i
"WHAT MUST T DO TO 'BE SAVED?" 16330, am%& e/ Logddoe
e

The jailor recognized that something must done,

1. Jesug told Nicodemus that "Ye must be born again," Jn, 3:7. !

2+ When Saul asked the question hé was told to "go into thecity, Bis:
and It shel'l be told tliee what thou must do." A. 9:6. '

Jeo It's in the name of Jesus "we must be saved." A, 4:l2,°

B. The jailor wes not asking: e
1. What to do to be saved from the wreth of his superiors, Since

' the prisoners had not escaped he was in no danger there,

2+ lle was not asking Pzul and Silds what to do to escape the
wrath of his gods because he must have known they claimed to
be "servants of the most high God." 16:17.

U. The jailor was asking what to do to be saved from his sing. Just
a few hours before when 2ll was well the Jjailor caredlittle for
this question, but when he came within an inch of his life, how
different, How like us all

LII. "BELINVE ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND THOU SHALT BE SAVED . o . 1633

®

% $ o

[ ey Bl == Bl i M e
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-

-
=
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A. Many interpret this statement to mean "faith only” or "believe only,"
l. It is true that "believe" in some verses means mental ascent
(Jn. 12:42) but in others it includes all that one must do (Jdne
3:16). llow can one tell how it is used? :
a8, In verses where "faith" or believe are found without other
conditions mentioned they ineclude the conditions.,

.
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b. In verses where "faith" is mentioned with other conditions

then faith means mentdl ascent,
2. To interpret this verse to mean faith only makes Paul's
teackhing contradict Peter and “nanias. A. 2:38; 22:16,
3+ To interpret it thus would not-only exclude baptwsm, but .,
also repentance,
B, Paul and Silas answered this man ‘according to his need.
1, The jailor was 2 heathen, a man that had never heard about
Jesus “hrist,
2. If they had told him to believe and said nof more, he, like
the blind man, might have asked, "Who is he, Lord, that I
might bnlleve on. him?" Jn. 9:30,. .
3., They "spake unto him the word of the Lord" because; E
&, "how can they believe except they hear?" Rom. 10:14.
= b. Faith cometh by hearing the Word of God. Rom. 10:17.
IV. THE JAILOR REPENTIED.,
%L, "Repentance means &' change of mind brought about by godly sop-
row that results in a change of life." Cf. 2 Cor., 7:8-11,
B. Consider the midn of bhe Jailor before he heard the word of the
Lords As 16324 <"
C., Con sider the mind of 'the Jallor after he heard the word of the
Lord. A. 16:33 . . |
V:“THE-JATLOR WAS BAPTIZED. . 16:33. , |
LK, Where did he learn that he needed to be baptized? .From the
"word of the Lord," 16:32, .
B. When was he beptized? "straightway" 16:33; Cf, A. 8:36.
C. Why was he bﬂotlzed¢
1. In order to be saved. Mk, 16: 16; 1 Pet, 3:21.
2. For thé remission of his sins. A, 2:38s
3. Tothave his sins washed away. A, 22:10.
D, What act was performed? Thmersion,
1. "But, they were in the prison." .No, the jailor had brought
‘ them out. A. 16:303
2526 MBut, “there was not enouvnt water‘in the ‘house." They were
o not in‘the house when the Daptism took place. Ae¢ 16:33,3k
VI. THE *JATLOR ‘REJOICED. 16:34.
A, After’lie belluved and was baptized. In fact Luke sums up “all
He did by saying "having believed in CGod." (ASV)
B. Other examples of r9301élnp
1, The '‘eunuch weént on his way rejoicing., A. 8: :39.
2. 8dul going without food and drink for tqree days, immedia
% ‘ _ly after his baptism "received meat," A, 9:19.

Conclusitons  * !

1, Sinner friend, this is an 1n5p1red example of what one must do to be
saved, This is what Jeésus Christ our Saviour wants us to do.

2.."Now is 'the accepted time . . " (2 Cor, 6:2). Tw]l you accept Christ?

s
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WHAT IS THE CONDITION OF YOUR EYES? 78

Introduction,

1. Most all would agree-that the ability to see is probably the most preclous of all
man's physical endowments,
a. Many people have never possessed the ability to see,
b. Only those deprived of vision after having possessed it can really appreciate

it fully.

2. In the dictionary the eye is spoken of as the faculty of dlscrlmlnatlon Mpepe
ception, or discernment," .

3. In the physical realm one may-have good vision or one may be bllnd. Such is
true in the-spiritual realm,

- he In the physical realm one may ﬁgirhave good vision and one may not be blind but

one may have severely hampered vision, Such is true in the spiritual,

5. In this study let's consider:

Discussion,
I. THE BIBLE SPEAKS OF SPIRITUAI, BLINDNESS.
A. In Isaiah 56:10 such is ascribed-to those who should have been God's watchmen
but failed.
B. Jesus ascribed spiritual blindness to the deceitful teachers of his day such
as the Pharisees, Matt. 15 :14.
Co Spiritual blindness is ascribed to those who willfully reject the truth.
l. In Isaiah's day he said "Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye
indeed, but perceive not," Isa. 6:9
2, Paul Sald the "god of this world hath-blinded the minds of them whlch be-
lieve noti" 2 Cor. AL:ilhs
IT..THE BIBLE ALSO-SHOWS THAT ONE MAY NOT BE SPIRITUALLY BLIND, BUT MAY HAVE GREATLY
- HAMPERED VISTION.
A. It is possible to have healthy spiritual eyes in proper focus, 2 Cor.'h:18.
1. Properly focused eyes set their sight on things above., Col. 3:1,2,
2. Properly focused yees look for a city beyond. Heb, 11:10,
B. It is possible to have spiritual eyes out of focus. ¥
1, Spiritual eyes out of focus cause us to "confuse immediate advantage with
eternal values, secular issues with spiritual, human accompllshments with
the work of God, our own opinions with the divine revelation,"
2. The evil eye is >out of focus, Matt, 6:23
a. The eye furnishes all the light and vision of the body and if in good
~ condition it does not see double,
b, The eye is regarded as a window through which the light gets into the
body.

(1) If the window is clear, clean, and undistorted, the light will il-
luminate every corner of the room,

(2) If the window is dlrty, frosted or obscure the room will not be 11t
UPse

c. S50 the amount of 1lght which gets into the heart and soul of a man de-
pends upon the spiritual state of the eye., We can allow things to dis=-
tort our vision,

(1) Prejudice can distort our vision because it blinds usto facts and
their significance.,

(2) Jealously can distort our vision and distort p=rfectly innocent in-
cidents into guilty actions and which blinds the eye to truth and
fact,

(3) Self-conceit can distort our vision because it renders a man in-
capable of seeing himself as he really is, Thus the light in which
he should see himself and others is darkened,

d. The evil eye is the perverted heart, the covetous heart, the envious
heart, the hypocritical heart.




3., The downcast eye is out of focus,

a. This eye sees all the sorrows and problems of life and refuses to look up to
the one who is sufficient for all these things.

#¥ 1) We are not sufficient of ourselves. 2 Cor. 3:5.

(2) God is able to supply all sufficiency in all things. 2 Cor, 9:8
(3) God told Paul that "my grace is sufficient for thee," 2 Cor, 12:9

b. We must 1ift up the douwncast eye to the Lord, the Creator of the universe.
Psa. 121:1

c. Jesus tells us to lift up our eyes and look on the fields that are white to
harvest, Jn. 4:34,35,

4o The selfish, caleulating vee is out of focus.

a. Eve looked at the tree and wanted the fruit right then. Gen. 3:6,

b, Esau was faint and exchanged his birthright for an immediate advantage. Gen.
25:29-34; Heb, 12:15,16.

¢c. We can lock at the materlal th;ngs today and deliberately decide to put them
first instead of seeking firbt the kingdom of God, Matt. 6:33,

5. The lustful eye is out of focus,

a. In our day the lustful eye is a deadly disease., "Men love to have it so, and
women do all they can to further it." (L. Nelson Bell)

b. Peter said there are some "that count it pleasure to riot in the day time , . .
Having eyes full of adultery." (2 Pet, 2:13,1&) Phillips translates it "There
are the men who delight in daylight self-indulgence,. . . Their eyes cannot
lock at a woman without lust,'

¢. Jesus said "Whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her ., . " Matt 5:28

d., John said the "lust of the eyes " will pass away. 1 Jn, 2:15-17.

6., The closed eye is out of focus. '

a. Some close their eyes lest they should see, Mati. 13:15,

b. Some have closed eyes because they are still in darkness, icts 26:16-18,

¢. Some love the darkness rabher than the light because of their deeds. Jn., 3:19f

~d, There are many closed eyes in our generation.
I11I. THE BIBLE PRESENTS A CURE FOR SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS AND BADLY HAMPERED VISTION.

A. The Lord openeth the eyes of the blind , . ." Psa., 146:38 8

1. During his peraonla ministry he opened the physical eyes of the bllnd Matt,
9:27-30

2. Jesus came to give spiritual sight to the blind, Jn. 9:39

B. The Psalmist said "Open thou mine eyes , , ." Psa, 119:18

€. Paul was to bear witness of Christ in order to open the eyes of the Gentiles.
Acts 26:16-18

D, Paul prayed that the Ephesians eyes of understanding mighvbe opened Eph, 1:16~
18,

E. The church at Laocicea was to admit her blindness and anoin§ her yees with
eyesalve--~the word of God. Rev., 3:14-18,

Conclusion
1. We must never chose our eyes to spiritual truth.
2. We should ever strive to keep our spiritual eyes in proper focus.



UWHY CALL YE ME, LORD, LORD et
Luke 63:l6—w A0

Introduction,
1l. The Lordship of Jesus Christ was preached and believed. _
a. Peter concluded his sermon on Pentecost by saying God has made Jesus both Lord and
Christ, Acts 2:36
b. At the household of Cornelius he declared that "he is Lord of all," Acts 10:36
ce Paul declared there is "one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by
hj.mo“ l COI'. 8:6
d. John said "he is Lord of lords, and King of kings." Rev, 17:14,
2. The jordship of Jesus Christ was preached and believed forom the first sermon on
Pentecost to the closing words of inspiration. Rev, 22:21,

Discussion,
I. WHAT IS HE MEANING OF THx TERM LORD?
A. Xurios, translated Lord is the “nglish, means "he to whom a person or thing be-
longs, about which he has the power of deciding," (Thayer)
Be. The wor? is used universally of "the possessor and disposer of a thing, the owner,"
(Thayer
C. Kurios, "properly an adjective, signifying having power (Kuro) authority, is
used as a noun, variously translated in the N,T., 'Lord,! 'master', 'Master!,
towner', a title of wide significance . o " (Vine)
II. JESUS CHRIST MUST BE CRCOWNED AS LORD IN THE LIVES OF ALL,
A, Millions have never corwned him Lord in their lives simply because they have never
heard of him,
1. "How shall they believe in him of whom they have nct heard," Rom, 10:14,
2. Many would crown him Lord if those who profess to know him would teach them,
Be Many have never really crowned him Lord because they accept a perverted gospel,
Gal, 1:6-9
1, It is an impossible task to expect Jesus to be one's Lord without obeying
him, Luke 6:46
2. It is mockery to call him Lord and yet live in rebellion to his commands.,
Cf, Matt., 27:29 '
3. The end of those who proclaim him Lord, yet refuse him obedience is clearly
revealed, Matt, 7:21-23, T
C. One accepts Christ as Lord when one obeys the gospel., When those on Pentecost
were baptized in the name (in submission to the authority) he became Lord and
Christ in their lives. Acts 2:38,4L,
D. Christians are to daily and dilipently strive to keep Christ in the position of
Lord in their lives, 1 Pet, 3:15,

/

S

11T. THERE ARE THREF IMPLICATIONS OF JESUS' LORDSHIP, ?a Al

A, First, if Jesus is Lord, we must do his bidding, not our own,! e oo/
1. Samuel said "Speak; for they servant heareth," 1 Sam, 3:10 Ao e
2. Paul asked “Eord, what will thou have me to do?" Acts 9:6
3. We must "go" with the message everywhere, Mk, 16:15,16; Luke 14:15-24
L. We must Yforgive" one another as he forgives us, Matt. 18:21-35
5. We must "serve! one another, Jn. 13:13-17; Gal, 5:13.
6, Ve must do all he bids. Lk, 6:46.

B, Second, if Jesus is our Lord in truth, we must be faithful in order to be blessed.
1. In the parable of the talents there were three servants, all with the same

master, but only two were blessed. Matt. 25:14-30,

2. Be thou faithful unto death. Rev, 2:10.

Ce Third, if Jesus is our Lord, he must be Lord of all that constitutes our lives,
He must rule in all relations of our life---~home, business, social affairs, etec.

il

Conclusion,

l. The day is coming when all will acknowledge him as Lord. Rom. 1/4:11,123 Phil, 2:9-11

2. We must crown him as Lord of our lives in cbedience,

3. The last recorded words of our Lord are "Yea, I come quickly." Joh?‘because he was
ready, quckly added "Amen: come Lord Jesus." Rev. 22:20,






Dy Y2

OUALAUNIVE O

WHAT WAS JESUS ATTITUDE, NO. 1

1 Pet, 2:21-255774:/ a'5 ¢g4f

Introduction, ‘ 2/,?

1. Read or quote the text and briefly comment on it,
2. What is meant by attitude?
a. Webster defines attitude as "position or bearing as indicating action, feel-
ing, or mood . . "
"Behavior representative of feeling or conviction . . . & persistent dis-
position to act either positively or negatively toward a person, group,
object, situation, or value , ., " (Webster)
c., We often talk about one with an unfriendly attitude or a frinedly attitude,
Attitudes determine how people act toward others and actually determine how
one acts in his daily affairs,
3, It is essential to have proper attitudes, By studying Christ's attitude about
various things we can see what our attitude is to be,

b.

d.

Dlscu531on.
I. WHAT WAS JESUS! ATTITUDE TOWARD HIS FATHER?

A.
B.
Co
Do
Eeo
F.
G

He
He
He
He
He
He

accepted God as his Father. Mt. 11:25-27; 15:13; 16: 17.
believed that all things were possible with God. Mk, 14:36,
believed that his Father was forgiving, Luke 23:34.
believed that God Kept his promises. Lk. 24:49

knew that his Father loved him, Jn, 3:35; 10:17

believed that he was never alone, Jn, 16:32,

Having the attitude of Christ we will:

l.
2.
3e

Ly
5
b

Accept God as our Father, 2 Cor. 6:18,

Believe that nothing is impossible with God. Lk. 1:37.

Believe that God will forgive---what encouragement and confidence. Heb,
8:12; 1 Jn, 1:9.

Have assurance in all God's promises, 2 Cor, 1:21; Heb, 6:17,18,

Know that God loves us as we do his will., Jn, 14:21,23,

Believe that we are never alone even when forsaken by all friends. Mt,
28:20; Heb., 13:5,6,

IT. WHAT WAS JESUS! ATTITUDE TOWARD GOD'S WORD AND WILL?

A. Jesus knew his Father's will, Mt. 18:14; Jn, 6:39,40,
Be Jesus's whole desire was to do his Father's will,

1.
2
3.

Zlvn
5-

6.

If
1.

2e

He taught his disciples to pray "thy will be done.," Mt. 6:10,

He said that only those who do his Father's will Will be saved, Mt, 7:21,
Just before his betrayal andcrucifixion he prayed "nevertheless, not my will
but thine, be done," Lk, 22:42,

He said "My meat isfio do the will of him that sent me . . " Jn. 4:34.

"T seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me."
Jn, 5130,

For I came downfrom heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him
that sent me.," Jn. 6:38,

we have the attitude of Christ we will also:

Desire to know God's will, Psa, 1:1,2; Matt., 5:6; Eph, 5:17; Col, 1:9;

2T im, 2:15; 1 Pet. 2:1,2; 2 Pet, 318.

Desire to do God's will, Jn. 7:17; E h. 6:6; Heb, 103 36; Heb, 13:21;

1 dn, 2217,

ITI. WHAT WAS JESUS' ATTITUDE TOWARD THE CHURCH?

A.

HE
1.

2.
3.
b

SHOWS his attitude in a number of ways,

He spoke the parables of the hid treasure and pearl to show the value he
places on ite. Mbt. 13:44=L406.

He built it, Mt, 16:13-18,

He died for it. Eph, 5:25; Acts 20:28,

He reigns as head over it. Eph. 1:22,23,



B. Our atbtitude toward the church must be one of love, appreiation, dedication,
and sacrifice. : )

Conclusion,
1. Christ's attitude must be our attitude in all things.
2, We must love God, his word, and his church,



WEAT WAS JESUS' ATTITUDE, KO, 2 9?
1 Pet, 2:21,22ww

Introduction,

1. Read or quote the text.

2., Jesus Christ is our example, We can follow him in all areas of life and be competely
confident that we are right.

3. In our first dtudy we observed Jesus' attitude toward God as his father, his word and
doing his Father8s will,

Le In this tudy let's consider:

Discussion, ’
I. WHAT WAS JESUS! ATTITUDE TCWARD THE LOST AND HELPLESS?
A,y Incidents during his personal ministry show his attitude, ’

1., "But when he saw the multitude he was moved with compassion . . " Mb. 9:36~38
s, He saw the multitudes as "sheep having no shepherd.," v. 36
b. He saw them as a ripe harwvest bubt no harvesters there to gather the frult

ve 37

c. Compassion means "to be moved as to one's inwards . . . to be moved with
compassion, to yearn with compassion . . . to suffer with another, to be af-
fected similarly," (Vine)

2, His conversation with the woman of Samaria shows how involved he was, Jn, 4:1ff

3. Look at him in dealing with the woman taken in adultery° Jdn, 8:1-11
a. They did not bring the woman because they were tr/ly grieved about her sin

because some of them were committing the same,

b, They did not bring the woman because they were really all that concerned a-
bout the law,
ce. They said what they did "tempting him, that they might have to accuse him,"

Ve 6

ke Consider the tears over the lost cliy of Jerusalem, Mt. 23:3=37

5. He came to seek and save that which was lost, Lk, 19:10
a, Jesus came to seek the lost,

(1) He came seeking because though all are lost, all do not realize they are
105t.

(2) He came seeking because even some who are lost and admit they are lost will
not listen to what Jesus says.

(3) He must seek those who will listen and do what he teaches,

b. desus came to save the lost,

(1) He is our Saviour because he has the power to save, Heb. 7:25. "None
have sinned so much that he cannot save them; none have sinned so little
that they do not need his mediation." (Thomas)

(2) He is our Saviour because he is willing to save all, 2 Pet, 3:9; 1 Tim,
2:34h.

(3) He is our Saviour because he has made provision for the salvation of
all, 1 Jn. 2:2; L:14; 2 CGor. 5:15,.

B, The giving of his life shows how much he wants all men to be saved. He gave his life,
Ce What will be our attitude?

lo We will really realize that people are lost, Eph. 2:12; Hom, 3:23.

2, We will be unable to look on a lost world without empassion,

3, We will be moved to put forth the effort necessary to reach the lost., Mk,
16:15,16; Mt., 28:19,20,

Le "Does a truly, human Christ-like compassion so intensely move us as to lead us
to pray and labour for souls?" Feeling as he thus did, how can he overlook
our great indifference toward the lost all round us?

II. WHAT WAS JESUS ATTITUDE TO.ARD FORGIVENGSS?
A. As Jesys hand on the cross he prayed "rFather, foﬁ%#;m; for they know not what they
do,v /. ratay
1, Our Lord's prayer does teach his desire and willingness to forgive,
2. It teaches we must have the same attitude,




B. Jesus spake a parable in order to emphasize how much we've been forgiven and how

much we must forgive, Mt, 18:21-35,

1. God has forgiven us an incredible debt-=-one beyond all payment, The amount was
about $2,400,000, The debt the servant paid the other could be carried in one
pocket, but the debt owed the master were paid in sixpences it would take
8,600 carriers, each carrying a Sa%% of sixpences 60 1bs in weight, walking a

yard apart which would form a linefgive miles long. ;
a. Nothing that men can do to us can in anyway compare with what we've done to
God,

be If God has forgiven our' debt nothing we have to forgive can ever be as great.
2. God forgives us when we repent and turn from our sins., Acts 8:22,
3. God forgives and never remembers again, Heb, 8:12,
Lo Ve likewise must forgive when a brother trespasses againt us and repents. Lk, 17¢

3,k

Conclusion )

1., Every member of the church must develop and have the burning desire to see lost
people saved, like the Lord, if we're ever to reach the lost for Cu rist,

2. Forgiveness must be ‘a part of the life of every Christian's life if one would be
like Christ,



Hos—

WHAT'S HAPPENING REGARDING THE HERALD OF TRUTH

Introduction,

1, Jesus gave the great commission before he ascended back to the Father. He told
us to g0 preach the gospel, but he left us free to use all methods that are
right in carrying this out., Mt, 28:18-20, (Discuss new TV programs)

2. The Herald of Truth has been one effort used for about 22 years and is probably
the most widely known program of the churches of Christ in an effort to carry out
the great commission,

3. In this study we purpose to notice:

Discussion
I. SOME OF THE REASONS FOR SAYING ANYTHING ABOUT THE HERALD OF TRUTH TODAY.
A. Larry\s statement during the meeting left some unanswered questions,
B, The elders felt it would be good to clear up some matters.
C. Several of you have asked questions about what is going on.,
II. THE HERALD OF TRUTH PROGRAM HAS ACCOMPLISHED MUCH GOOD.
A. It has carried the gospel around the world,
B, It has revealed the truth to many that has resulted in hundreds obeying the
gospel,
Ce It has done more than any other effort to spread the name of the church
throughout the world,
D, It has been especially helpful to brethren laboring in difficult mission fields,
III. THE HERALD OF TRUTH PROGRAM IS UNDER THE OVERSIGHT OF THE HIDHLAND CHURCH OF CHRIST
IN ABILENE, TEXAS.
A. The Herald of Truth program started under the direct oversight of the elders,
but it has outgrovmn their oversight and many problems have arisen,
1. The program is now practically completely under a committee
2. This committee, headed by Bro. Clois Fowler has practically sole control,
In fact Bro. Fowler told the elders "I tell thg elders what I want t hem
to know and I withhold from them Hhat which I think they should not know,"
B, Some of the positions taken by some of the elders and some members at H, ghland
as well as some things taught, leave many questions about the soundness of the
congregation and the effects upon the Herald of Truth Program,

1. One teacher taught about the Holy Spirit and tongues that were contrary to
seripture, A special meeting was called and this teacher was given one hour
and half to set forth her views, When Bro. Cawyer (then an elder-now resign=-
ed) stood up to refute her errors he was told to sit down-you are out of
order, It has growm worse, even to defending "tongues", secrets meetings with
the lights turned out, etc,

2. Another time a man wanted to teach some lessons on the H.S5, Bro. Cawyer and

+ Bro. Harper opposed him because they knew his views, They had prepared six
guestions and when the man was asked the first cuestion he said "I can't
answer yes, or nol"

3. On another occasion a sermon was preached in which the preacher said:

a, First, there is not a verse of scripture te&ling people how to become a
member of the church,
b, Second, the church is not a blood-bought institution.
c. Third, the idea of people being added to the church is absurd.
d. Bro, Cawyer objected to the other elders which said it was 0.K. He
(&l ") was out of step.
(1) Bro., Cawyer suggested that if "the sermon was O.K. let's publish
it flor the brotherhood benefit "
(2) One elders told him that "if you publish that sermon we will with-
draw fellowship from you,"
e, The preaher later told Bro, Harper that if that sermon was published it
would ruin him as a preacher,

bo The elders allowed a young person in the pulpit at Highland, without censure,
to start a prayer to God with "Hi Dad,"

5. A Bible teacher at Highland held up his Bible and said "You must have somes-

n
thing more than this, This is not sufficient. P, g&
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IV. SOME CONCLUSIONS THAT SHOULD NOT BE DRAWN AND SOME LESSONS TO LEARN.

A. Just because there have been some irregularities does not mean that the
idea of cooperation involved in this program is wrong., Cf, 2 Cor, 11:8

B. It does not mean the Herald of truth Program is completely unsound and tere
will be total collapse, :

Cs We can learn that elders may need to keep a closer check on all money cone-
tributed to all causes,

D, We can learn that elders must be on guard about unscripturals beginning re-
gardless of how small lest they grow into giants,




e PSALMS 23

Introduction
1. We appreciate the opportunity of visiting with you and studying a portion of God's word,
‘\

)

~ 2. Read Psalms 23

3. David was a shepherd in the hills of Palestine. He knew the dangers of watching the
s heep. On several occasions he had to p rotect the sheep from bears and lions, He

knew how much the sheep depended on him for protection. In the 23rd Psalm David
shows how much he depended on God,

L. Each expression in this Psalm teaches us a great lesson. Let's notice each phrase and
the lesson taught.,

Discussion

I,"THE LORD IS MY SHEPHRERD"---Faith--It is a personal thing,

IT. "I SHALL NOT WANT"eew-ewea—-=Assurance

IIT. "HE MAKETH ME TO LIE DOWN IN GREEN PASTURES"----Contentment
IV. "HE LEADETH ME BESIDE THE STILI WATERSMW#t#:isut¢#Peace

V. HE RESTORETH MY SOULMw——--Life

VI. "HE LEADETH ME IN THE PATHS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS FOR HIS NAME'S SAKE"--Leadership

VII. "YES, THOUGH I WALK THROUGH THE VALLEY OF THE SHADOW OF DEATH®~~-- Confidence

T WILL FRARWNO\BVILY @ HPsiett— o WL pan

b G
JI. "FOR TH(SU ART WITH ME"---—-Companionship J

IX. THY ROD AND THY STAFF THEY COMFORT ME"—---@omfort
X. THOU PREPAREST A TABLE BEFORE ME IN THE PRESENCE OF MINE ENEMIES!"-—--Providence
XI. "THOU ANOINTEST MY HEAD WITH OIL"-===~=Favor

XII. "MY CUP RUNNETH OVERM"——weem Joy

XITII. "SURELY GOODNESS AND MERCY SHALL FOLLOW ME ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE"---=Blessings

XIV. "AND I WILL DWELL IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD FOR EVER"wmmwImmortality

Conclusion

1. These are some of the many reasons why Psalms 23 is the best known of all the Psalms,

2. Everyone needs to be able to say"the Lord is my shepherd,"
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i NGHOKAD GHRISTIANS! -
" Mt. 13:7,22; Wk, 437,18,19; Lk 8:7,12 A

Introduction

1.

Read or quote the text,

2. Briefly mention the other sdils,

3. Jesus found it necessary to warn the disciples of his day against the danger of
spiritually choking to death. How so today?

Lo Let's consider:

Discussion

I. WHO IS5 THE LORD TALKING ABOUT?

ILs

A.

He is talking about one that hears the word and obeys. He beccmes a Chrlstlan.
Mbs 13:22; Lk, 8:14

B, He is talklng about one that even bears fruit.,

‘1. He fact that such a one becomes unfruitful shows such a one had been fruitful,
Mk, LBL9
2, The fruit that such one bears is not perfect. Lk, 8:1)
a, Grass, weeds, etc. can keep fruit from being perfect in the physcial
realm,
b. Likewise thorns can choke and keep our fruit in the splrztual ‘realm
from being perfect.
(1) Choked--Stifled, or deprnved of life by pressure, :
(2) The Lord found none of the works at the church of Sardls perfect,
Rev, 3:2
(3) The heart choked with thorns brings no fruit to perfectlon. Lk, 8:14
€2) Perfect fruit is fruit brought to completion or to-an end.,
(b) This type of individual ever remains in the spirituvally im-
mature state,

WHAT ARE THE THORNS THAT CHOKE THE CHRISTIAN?

A.

The first thorn is "the care of this world" (Mt. 13:22); "cares of thls

world" (Mk, 4:19). Phillips has "worries of this life,"

1, The word "care" has several meanings in the Bible

4) 8. It sometimes means "haste, zeal, diligence, . . . earnest care,

carefulness," 2 Cor, 7:11; 8:16
() be It sometimes means "the object of care," Mk, 4:38; Jn, 10:13
[y o It sometimes means "to be thoughtful, to be mindful," Phil. 4:10;
Titus 3:8

(91 do It sometimes means "care of, involving forethought and provision,"

Lke 10:34,35

(1) es It sometimes means "to draw in different directions, distract, hence,

singnifies that which causes this, a care, especially and anxious
care . o o" Phil, 4:6; 1 Pet, 5:7 "Cares"--anxious, unrelaxing
attention to the business of this present life,"

2 Jesus wuses the word "care" to mean the distracting anxieties-~those things
that draw us in different directions or distract our minds from what we
are doing,

a, One of the "distracting anxieties" is overly concerned about material
things.
(1) The rich farmer was so busy gathering material things that spirit=
ual concerns were completely crowded out, Lk, 12:15-21
(2) Many Christians are so wrapped up in making aliving that they don't
have time for spiritual matters., Discuss this what some here are
doing,
b, Another "distracting anxieitY" is worry. Lk, 10:38-,2,
ce In anticipation of this thorn--"the cares of this world,"--Jesus:
(1) Warns against getting too involved with the cares of this world,
Lk, 2123}
(2) Tells us how to overcome worry and anxiety., Matt, 6:24-3L4p Phil,
L:6; 1 Pet, 5:7



B. The second thorn that chokes the word is "the deceitfulness of riches,"
Mt, 13:22
1. Most Americans think that money spells happiness and spend all thelr

time and energy trying to accumulate it.,
2. Riches are deceitful and give one a false sense of security. Rev, 3: 1&-17
3, The deceitfulness of rlches leads one into temptation and on into de-
struction, 1 Tim, 6:6~10
L. Riches are deceitful in at least two ways.
a. They suddenly fly away when we seem to have them, Prov, 23: by 5
b. They promise what they cannot give, Eccle. 5:10
5., Many a man get choked by his own money Just as many a bee gets strangled
in its own honey," (Czhppell)

C. The third thorn is "lust of other things" (Mk. A: 19) or "pleasues of this
life (Lk, 8:14) ]
1, This thorn represcntg the greatest threat to the average Christign.

2, This thorn may come under three categorles
a., It may be sinful
b. It may be doubtful
ce It may be innocent but unduly absorblng
3. In most cases Christians are being choked to death by thlngs that are
perfectly innocent in themselves,
a, Boats
b, Horses
c. Cabins
d. Golf clubs
e. Skating

Conclusion

1, Christian, are you choking to death?

2e These thorns "drawing off so much of one's attention, absorbing so much of
one's interest, and using up so much of one's time, that only the dregs of these
remain for uplrntual things, and a fagged, hurried, heartless formalism
is at length all the religion of such persons,"

g ——




THE HOLY SPIRIT, MIRACLES, AND TONGUE SPEAKING, NO. 2 9? g 57
Jn, 16:13

Introduction,

1. God desires that each of us be grounded in the truth and not be carried about with
every doctrine, Eph. 4:14

2, In our first study we observed that (1) the Holy Spirit is a person, (2) that Christ
received the Spirit without measure, (3) that the apostles and Cornelius received
the baptismal measure of the Spirit (probably Paul too). Holy Spirit baptism had
ended by A.D. 64 ‘ '

3, In this study let's consider the miraculous measure of the Spirit.,

Discussion,
T. WHAT WAS THE MIRACULOUS MEASURE?

A.

Be

The miraculous measure of the Spirit was that measure of power which many of the

early Christians received that enabled them to perform miracles, etc. '

There were nine different spiritual gifts enjoyed by those (not all by each ‘one)

who had this power, 1 Cor, 12:7-11 )

1. The word of wisdom., "This was the gift which enabled its recipients to reveal
the whole plan of salvation," (Shepherd)

2. The word of knowledge., The apostles revealed the whole truth, but there was a
need of men who could accurately present the truth in the right way and apply
the principles,’

3, Faith, Miraculous faith., 1 Cor., 13:2

L. The gift of healing

5. Working of miracles, Varied kinds

6. Prophecy.,

7, Discerning of 8pirits, Someone had to distinguish between true and false.

8, Divers kinds of tongues.

9. Interpretation of tongues,

, II., HOW WAS THE MIRACULOUS MEASURE OF THE SPIRIT BESTOWED?

A,

B

The baptismal measure of the 8pirit came directly from heaven without the inter-
vention of human hands, Acts 2;10
The miraculous measure of the Spirit was given through the laying on of the hands
of the apostles,

6&. Acts h:1-8 records the selection of the seven to minister to the Grecian

widows,
ia, The church selected them,
,b. They set them before the apostles who prayed and "laid their hands on them,
ve 6
“ ¢, Following this Stephen, on of the seven on the apostles laid hands "did
great wonders and miracles among the people." v. 8
‘ds Philip, on of the seven, went down to Smaaria and did many miracles—-—un-
_ clean spirits cast out, palsies, lame, etc. Acts 8:5-8,13
\> €. There is no evidence that anyone performed miracles up to this time ex-
‘ cept. the apostles.

AR, The apostles Peter and John laid their hands on the Cpristians at Samaria,

Acts 8:14-23

/"a, "Then laid theys their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost."
ve 18

" be "And when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles' hands the
Ho6ly Ghost was given . o " v. 18

1'¢e The chief thing the apostles did when came to Samaria was to bestow the
H.S., thus thés must have been the chief object of their coming, and af-
fords strong evidence that the "miraculous gift of the Spirit was bestow-
ed by no human hands except those of the apostles." (McGarvey)

Ud, Simon recognized that only the apostles had this power and he tried to
buy it. v. 19

‘3, Paul laid his hands on the twelves disciples at Ephesus., Acts 19:1-6

a. They spake with tongues.
be They prophesied,
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9L4. Paul had given Timothy a gift by "the putting on of my hands, 2 Tim. 1:6
»~5e Some argue that Ananias laid his hands on Saul and gave him maraculofis power, but
the evidence does not support this, _
'has Ananias came to Saul and laid his hands on him and he received his sight,
Acts 9:17 )
fv be He wag filled with the H.S. but the verse does not say such was the result of
‘ Ananias laying on his hands, '
« ¢o Even though the Bible does not sta e it Paul p obably received the baptism
~ of the H.S. just like the twelve.
(¢(1) He said he was "not a whit behind the very cheifest apostlés."2 Cor, 11:5
}/(2) He was able to lay hands on others and give them miraculous power, Acts
A 1915,65 2 Tim, 136
\ (©(3) He revealed God's message as did the twelve. Gal, 1:10-1%)
IIT. WHEN DID THE MIRACULQUS ME SURE OF THE SPIRIT END?
A. Miracles ceased when the truth wqs a complete unit.
1o They were to last "till we ¥¥#¥ all come in the unity of the faith," Eph, 4:7-11
2. They were to last until that Which is perfect is come,"™ 1 Cor. 13:8-13 ’
B JFurthermore when the last spostle died the means of bestowing the gifts had passed,

Conclusion

l. The Holy bpirit is 'a person,

2. The Spirit without measure wnd the baptismal measure have ceased,
3. The miraculofis measure has fulfilled its purposes. ’
L. Miracles are not todayv, "
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THS CHRISTIAN L0 il MIDST OF POLITICAL UdinST AND UHCHRTATNITY
Ront, 13:1-7

Introduction
1, Read or quote the Lext.
2o Our day is certainly one of polibtical uarest and uncertainity.
a, The “atergate Affair has received world-wide attention,
k. The resigning of Vice-President Agnew
ce The [iring of several officisls connected with the ¥atergate Affair,
d. Some of the declisions of the Supreme Court. '
3. But political unrest and uncertainity are not new to our day.
a, fbsalom used all kinds of tactics to destory his father, 2 Jam. 15:1ff
b. Ahithophel was counselor to Absalom at first, but when his counsel was later
rejected he guit and went home and hanged himself, 2 Sam. 17:23
¢e The action of Zimri, who reigned 7 days as king of Israel, reminds us of what
some political office holders do today rather than face thu consequences of
their own deeds. 1 Kgs, 16:15-20
d. As late as 1957 some newspaper headings read '"Will President Bisenhower Be Fore-
ed to resign?! .
Lhe In the midst of all these things there arec dunyers that Christians face and some
wrong attitudes that may be formed,

Discussion,
T. UHAT ACT SOMS DANGERS TO THY CHRISTIAN?
A. First, there is the danger of forming the wrong attitude toward all govern-—
ment officials and government as such.
1, The attitude of complete distrust toward all can develop,
2. The attitude of "blanket condemnation" toward all rovernment officials
because some turn out wrong. How about this?
a, Condemn all teenagers because sone are not right?
b, Condemn all whiles because some are not right?
ce CGondemn all Negros because some are not right?
B, Second, there can develop complete civil disobedience, by reasoning like Uhis:
1. The offiecials don't obey the laws, so why shouwld I
2. The lavmekers make laws to favor certain pcople so wny should I pay any
attention
3. It seems that every one is outfro himself, so why shouldn't I be too.
Ce Third, there is the danger of shirking one's resvonsivility.
1. One could develop the idea that no official is going to do whabt he should
do so vhy be concerned about who is elected,.
2. Why even bother to uphold the principle of government?
ITe VEAT IS THR CHRISTTIAN'S RESPONIIBILITY?
A, First, the Christian must recognize that government is ordained of God. ilom.
13:1-7. Several conclusions can be drawn?
lo Civil goverament is ordained of Cod,
2. Givil povernment is ordained for the werk of wvengeance,
3. Civil pgovernment is ordained to encourage the good.
Lhe Christians must be in subjection to eivil govermment, not only for fear of
punishkment, but also for conscience's sake,
5., Civil government must be obeyed so long as it doesn't cenflict with our
duty to God, Acts 5:29
Be Second, the Christisn must recognize that the statement "the powers that be
are ordained of God" does not mean thalt every government that happens to be in
power is appointed or necessarily approved of God, bhubt the "principle of
sovernment. is instituted by God,
l. God ordained marriaqu (Cen, 2:18-2L) but this doesn§t mesn that every marri-
age is "heaven made" or "God approved.!
God ordained the church but this doesn't mean that every thing every congre-
gation does is approved,




C. Third, the Christian has cert-in responsibilities to civil powers regardless
of tho form of government,
1. The C ristian must render unto the ;overnmenf taxes or tribute, Matt,
?2.21, Rom. 13:6,7 :
2+ The Christisn mus t render unto the governwent obedience, Rom. 13:1p 1
Pet, 2:13; Tit, 3:1
2. Obedience must never be withheld except whien such would constitube
disobedience to God, Dan, 3:6,16=18; 6; Acts 5:29
b. Obedience must be rendered becnuse:
(1) They are ordained of God, Rom, 13:1
(2) Their wrath will come, Rom, 13:4b,5
(3} For conscience's sake, Rom., 13:5
(4) For the Lord's sake, 1 Pet, 2:13
3¢ The C ristian must render honor unto the government, 1 Pet, 2:17; Rom, 13:7

Le '"he Christian must offer prayers in behalf of civil rulers, 1 Tim, 2:1,2; Jer,
29:7

Conelus sion

Y. In the midist of pelitical unrest and uncertainity we must sbrive to have the
rlpht attitude toward all,

2o e munt aceept our resvonsibility to civil government if we would please God,



THE HOLY SPIRIT, MIRACLES, AND TONGUE SPEAKING, NO. 3 /4»¢0
1 Cor. 12:7=11 o,

Introduction

1. In previous lessons we have shown that miraculous powers had purpooes, that these
purposes were accomplished, and they have ended,

2. Despite plain statements that miracles have ceased there are many today still
claiming such powers but they are not of God, but of the devil,

a, Preceding the destruction of Jerusalem Jesus said, "there shall arise false
Christs and false prophets and shall show signs and wonders, they they may lead
astray, if possible, the elect." Mk, 13:22, They were of the devil, not God,

be Paul described the lawless one as "he whose coming is according to the working of
Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders." 2 Thess, 2:8-10
(1) They Bible says "signs" and "won ers" have ceased.

(2) Satan says they have not ceased.

3. In this study we purpose to notice some of the arguments about tongue speaking and
some thoughts from 1 Cor. 14,

Discussion,
I. "THE PENTECOSTAL POSITION MUST ARGUE THAT ACTS 2 AND I CORINTHIANS 1) ARE EXPRESS~
IONS OF DIFFERENT KINDS OF TONGUES.!" (William Woodson)
A, He must argue that Acts 2 is a human tongue, a known language,
B. He must argue that 1 Cor. 14 is not a known tongue, not a known language, bub
ome kind of heavenly language,
Ce (The averare Christian is almost overwhelmed by quotatlons and definitions

about tongues and ecstatic utterance,

#1es The tongue meant the broken speech of persons in religious ecstacy elther in
antiquated, foreign intelligible,mysterious utterances or in marvellous,
heavnly languages. (Greek Lexicon translated by Arndt and Gingrich)

2, "In Corinth, therefore, glossalalia (tongues, W. W.) is an wnintellipible
utterance, One of its forms of expression is a muttering of words or sounds
n1lﬁmug interconnection or meaning.," (Theological Dict, of the N.T., Vol. I,

e “Pe 74-2
D, VWhat is thg importance of showing the distinction is false?

1, "If there is a clear distinction between the tongues phenomenon in Acts and
that in 1 Corinthians, then the Pentecostal argument for tongues as the
initial, physical evidence is well-nigh irrefutable,"

2. "If not, then the Pentecostal theology on the evidence teaching suffers a
severe blow." (MacDonald as quoted by Gromachi, p. 136)

II. THERE IS MUCH EVIDENCE TO SHOW THAT THE TONGUES IN ACTS 2 AND I CORINTHIANS 14 ARE

THE SAME, THAT Is, "THE MIRACILOUSLY GIVEN ABILITY TO SPEAK A HUMAN LANGUAGE FORELCH
TO THE SPEAKER," ‘ ‘

A, Throughout the New Testament and Greek literature generally, the word "tongue"
frequently refers to human speech., The evidence to overthrow this has not been
given,

B, In Acts 2 it is definitely stated that the tongues were languages, Acts 2:1-11
1, In the first actual occurence of tongue speaking in the N.T. it is definitely

stated that they were languages. Acts 2
2+ Unless there is some good reason to believe otherwise, or the writers indicate
they are using the word differently, then we can safely assume it means the
same through the remainder of the Bible,
3. The association of terms used by Luke and Paul are so similar there is absolute-
ly no reason to believe they are using the terms differently.
T1I. THERE ARE MANY DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE TONGUE SPEAKING DONE IN THE FIRST CENTURY

AND THE TOMNGUE SPEAKING CLAIMED TODAY.

A. First, tongue speakers in the first century understood what they were saying
whereas manytoday admit they do not. Consider:

1. "If he is speaking unintelligible sounds to himself, how is he speaking to
himself in a way which differs from the way he is speaking to the audiencel"
2. In order for the church to be edified the church had to understand what the

speaker was saying., 1 Cor. 14:3,4,5, 16~19, If the church had to understand
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to be edified then how mould the speaker be edified unless he understood?

3, If he does not understand what he is saying whatshe.is=saying. why would he not be
speaking in the air just like he would be when thecongregation does not understand?
1 Coty 1h3 9 :

lie If one doesn't know what heis saying he is a barbarian to himself just as he would
be to the congregation. 1 Cor, 14:11

5., If others cannot say Amen because they do not understand then how could the tongue
speaker say Amen if he didn't understand? 1 Cor. 14:16 .

6. In order to be edified one must understand (v, 17), the tongue speaker edifies
himself, therefore the tongue speaker ‘understood what he was saying., (ve 14)

7« If the tongue speaker can be edified without his own understanding being involved
then why cannot the audiecne?

Second, in the two lists in the Bible where tongues and the interpretation of

tongues are mentioned (1 Cor, 12:8-10; 12:28+30) they are always last, which shows

they were regarded as the least of bhe gifts, whereas the Corlnthalsn and md#modern -

tongue speakers regard them as the most valuable,

Third, there should be no speaking in tongues in the local church without interpre-

tatlon. (1. Cops 12827, 28) Modern tongue speakers violate this regulation all the time,

Fourth, its obvious from 1 Corinthians 1/ that the tongue spokenrcould be translated

into a language so as to be understood (1 Cor. 14:5) whereas the "gibberish. or.un-

known sounds" of todayss tongue speakers cannot be translated, .

Fifth, there isto be no more than three tongue speakers -in any one service and they

must speak one at a time (L Cor. 12:27) whereas many speak at the same time in the

modern tongue movement "with approval," (Gromacki)

Sixth, Paul told them to speak to themselves and to God if there was no 1nterpretator

Ll Cor. 14:28) whereas the modern movement has special meetings where they pray in

tongues for thelr edification, .

Conglusion

s
A

Tongues were temporary in thelr nature and were to "cease."

Rigid application of the principles laid down regulatlng the use of tonﬁue° will kill
the modern tongue claims,



RULES AND EXCEPTIONS, NO. 1 fooZ )b
Gal, 6:16; Phil, 3:16

Introduction,

1.

2.

In

two previous lessons we learned that many prblems arise, not over what the

Bible says, but over things left in the realm of man's judgment. ’
Another area in which there is much misunderstanding is over some things that
may be contrary to what ‘is generally true--rules and exceptions. :

Ae

b

A rule is a "regulation or principle . . o the laws or regulations prescribed
by the founder of a relgidus order for bbservance by its members."
"Exdeption" means something that is taken or left out. It is excluded from
the rule or this is true in every case except,

3, In mosg every field there are rules and exceptions.
a. In Inglish plurals are usually formed by adding an "s" but the plural of man
is "men", In most words "i" always comes before "e" except after "c",
be :
Ce
d.
Le In tis study we pﬁ@pose to notice some general Bible rules and some exceptions,
In others words God gives rules, but he mentions exceptions to some of the rules,
Discussion,

T. IT 1S A RULE THAT DEATH PASSED UPON ALL MEN (ALL MEN WILL DIE.)

il.

A. There are at least three kinds of death talked about in the Bible.
1. When man sinned God said "dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return,"
Gen, 3:19, Physical death,
a. "And so death passed upon all men," Rom, 5:12
b, "For as in Adam all die," 1 Cor. 15:22
d. "And as it is appointed unto men once to die." Heb., 9:27
2. The second kind of death talked about in the Bible is spiritual death,
Isa, 59:1,2; Eph, 2:1; Rom, 3:23
3, The third kind of death is eternal death or separation from God, 2 Thess.
1:7-9; Rev. 20:14,15; 21.:8
B. There are exceptions to all these deaths,.
1, There are at least three exceptions to physical death,
a, Fnoch was translated and he did not see death, Gen, 5:24; Heb, 11:5,
b. Elijah was taken up to heaven by " a whirlwind into heaven," 2 Kgs, 2:11
¢. There will be some living when the Lord returns, 1 Cor. 15:51,52; 1 Thess,
4:13-18
2, Babies, mentally retarded, Jesus Christ are exceptions to spiritual death,
3, Babies, mentally retarded, Jesus Christ, and faithful saints are except-
ions to eternal death,
IT IS A RULE THAT BAPTISM IS FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS.
A. John the Baptist baptized for the remission of sins. Mke. Ll:k4; Lk, 3:3; 7:30
(The people that John baptized had sins to confess. Mt. 3:5,65 Mco 1:4,5.
B, Jesus taught that baptism is for the remission of sins., Mk. 16316
C. Peter commanded people to be baptized for the remission of sins. Acts 2:38
D, Jesus Christ is an e xception, Mt., 3:13-17

1. Jesus Christ was baptized of John in the Jordan River,

2. John, knowing that his baptism was for the remission of sins, forbad the
Lord,

3, But Jesus said "Suffer it to be so now . « "
a. It was not "so" that the sinless should be baptized.
b, Break the rule this once and baptize me,
¢, It was not to be done for others and not in times to follow, but "suf-

fer! it "now",

l,, Jesus was not baptized "for the remission of sins, but to fulfill all right-

eousness, Heb, 5:8,9
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IT 15 & THAT TIF HOLY SPTAIT Loild CBEORECATVRED AT Al {'i‘")

A. The apostles received the Holy bpltlt after b apb1om k. 3:1 Act

B. The loly “pirit was promised after hapbism, Acts 2:38

C, The Holy Spirit given to them that obey, Acts 5:32

D. The Samaritians recisved the miraculous messure of the Ypirit after bavtism.

Aets 8:12-18
The twelve received the Holy @pirit alter baptism, Acts 19:1-5

F. But Cornelius received the Holy “piril before bavtism--clearly an exception
to the rule, Acbs 10:44-L8 C
1, He 'is an exception because God had to convince Peter and the Jews that The
Gentiles should be baptiged. Acts L0:47,08; 11:17 ' '
2. He bore witness to the truth that He would accept the Jews on the same
terms as the Unetiles , Zcts 15:7=9
Conclusion,

1, Ve, as Cyristians, are bound to follow Cod's rules if we would please God,
2. But we are also bound to observe God's excections if we would plrase God,
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RULIS AND JCEPTTONS, NO. 2 N
Gal, 6:16; Phil. 3:16

Introduction,

1. In our first lesson on rules and excepbions we learned that all God's riles are b'nd
ing, but God has allowed exceptions to some pules and we must honor the exceptlons,

2. Unless onc is careful to r-cognize God's exceptions in all places we will make the
Bible contradict itself,

3. In this study we purposc to notice some mwore rules and exceplions,

bLuCUS@?OH.
T. IT 15 GOD'S RULE THAY MARRIAGHE I5 TILL DUATH.
A, Many Yible passares assert God's trubh about marriesge. Cen, 2:18-24; Lk, 16:18;
Rome 731,23 1 Cor, 7:39%
B. But fornication is an exception é@jthis rule for remarriage, Matt., 5:31,32; 19:
3_90
1, Some cbject by saying "but this exception was not rupeated after the cross,
therelore is not binding today,"
2. Bub neither wes the sermon on the mound repcated after Pentecost, is it not
binding today,
C. Separation in some cases, 1s an excepbion, not for remarriage but in order to
live the Christian life., 1 Cor, 7:10,13,
IT. THY LORD MADE NO APPEARANCTES TO PROFLN AFTUR HIS ASCHNSTON BXCHPT I TVJO CASBS.
A. He appeared to Paul on the road to Yamascus, fActs 8:3-5, Why the excention?
1, He didn't appear to him to preach the gospel to him, Acts 9:6; 2 Coras A7
2. He appearcd to qualify him to be an apostle. Acts 1:22; 1 Cor, 9:1
3. He appeared to him to make him o w'iness, Acts 26:16-13
B .le appeared to the apostle John on the isle of Patmos, Rev. 1:12,13
1. He appeared to give assurance to John, Rev, 1:17,18
2. He appeared to help prepare John to write the messages to the churches,
I1. I7T IS COD'S RULW THAT wifd TR CHURCHE WITHDRALS FROM AN THDIVIDUAL NO CERISTIAN IS
TO TAT A SOCTAL MuAL WITH SUCH A OEE. 1 Cor, 5:11
A. The meal talked about here is a social mesl because he allows usto do itwith a
man of the world in scme cases. L Cor. 5:9-11
I’e Hub there are excepltions to this rule,
1. In family relations God does not forbid the obligations of the father and
mother toward their ehildren, Tph, 6:43 1 Time 5:18,14
2. Furthermore the only time that a husband and wife have the right to withhold
their bodies from each other is for a peried of fasting and prayer, by mutual
consent, 1 Cor, T:l-H
3. There are closer relations than eabing in some cases.

uOﬁConlon.

I, In four lessons on law and incidentals, rules and exceptions we heve learned that Godls
laws are generic and specific, inclusive and exclusive, and that God leaves many in-
cidentals to man's judgment,

2. We also learned that God may list some exceptions or he may 1eave' principles which
man must, consider in learning some of the cxceptions teo God's rules,

3, We can rest sssured that we have God's approval in following his rules, and observing
his exceptions, but we must not make rules where God did not make them and we must
not make exceptions where God did not make them,
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WOMEN SPEAKING, NO. 1 ke i '

1 Cor. 14:34,B; 1 Tim, 2:11-15

Introduction.

ds
2

Mo

Read or quote the text. .

Vlomen are mentioned often, and, in many cases, given great prominence in both -the

0ld and New Testament.

a, Deborah was a judge in Israel. Judges 4:l

b. Women played a prominent part in our Lord's ministry, Lk, 8:2,3

ce Mary Magdalene saw him first after his resurrection. Jn. 20:1-18

d. Such passages as Acts 9:36-39; 18:24-28; Phil, 4:2,3; and 1 Timothy 5 mention
specific women and commend their work.,

‘But the 0ld and New Testaments do emphasize the subordinate position of women to

men--«this subordinate position does not signify 1nferlor1ty, but it does give

emphasis to rank in God's arrangement,

There are two extreme positions that have to be avoided in discussing women speaking

a. Women preachers

b. The pesition of the anti-Sunday school brethren.

c. Ixtremes must always be avoided because they lead to other extremes. Many of the
anti-orphan home brethren take'the position that the church as such has absoluteky
no obligation toward orphan children,

5. It shall be our purpose in this study to consider the verses that have to do with
w0men speaking, teaching, ete,

Discussion, . , ‘

I. "LET YOUR WOMEN KFEP SILENCE IN THE CHURCHES: FOR IT IS NOT PERMITTED UNTO THEM TO

SPRAK : BUT THREY AR GOMJANDED TO BE UNDER OBEDIENCE, AS ALSO SATTH THE LAW. AND IF
THEY WILL LUARN ANY THING, Lol THEM ASK THEIR HHSBANDS AT HOME: FOR IT IS A SHAME
FOR _WOMEN TO SPRAK IN THE CHUACH." (L Gors 11:34,35)

K; ¥hetipour womenckBep silenceransthecdhiroheshe woy 83 7o wiich & s abl dube
% Theeword "silénce" is translated from the word 51gao which means "abshlute
silence,"

2. It is the same word in verse 28--"But if there be no interpreter, let him keep
silence (sigao) in the church . o "

3. It is also the same word in v, 30---", , . let the first hold his peace" (sigao)
"be s1lenu, not to speak," (Young)

"B. "for it is not permitted unto them to speak,"

1. The word "speak" is from'the Greek laleo---~'"to utter a sound, to emit a voice,
make one's self heard," (Thayer) .

2. Thus women are forbidden to "utter a sound, to emit a voice, make one's self
heard,"

Cs "but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the-law," ("but let
them'be in subjection." ASV)

1. "Subjection" means to be placed in order--arlanvement of things in order as
ranks, rows, classes,"
2. The reason given here for such obedlence is because it is the law of God,

D, "And if they will learn anything, let them ask their husbands at home . . "
1. If they will learn anything about what is being revealed,

2., The place where they are to ask their husbands is at home,

E. "for it is a shame for women to speak in the church,!-

1. It is a disgrace, improper conduct, etc.

2. "To speak" means "to utter a sound, to emit a voice;ito*make One's self
heard," Z

3. "Womenere commanded to be silent in the presence of iffien’ while the men were
.exercising their spiritual gifts, for to do otherwiseiwotld be exercising
dominion over man, and that would be shameful." (Lanlen) :

F. Thus these verses command complete silence of women forithé:reasons and under
the circumstances about which Paul was talking, but these vérses do not regulate
all public assemblies of the church nor everything thaffimayihappen in them,

1. The anti-Sunday schoolers contend that 1 Cor, 1) reg Qates all public assemblies
of the church, i



2. The anti-Sunday schoolers contend that there is no difference in the church
assembled and the classes and when a woman teaches a class she is speaking
1n the church---even a class of women and children,

II. SOME FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS OF 1 CORINTHIANS 1, :
A, W1at is Pau]tfwmwﬂmnfwc absolute silence about in 1 Corinthians 147

1. The word "speak" and “speaketh" appears 21 times in 1 Lore 1he o f \j
a, 19 times they are connected or are specifically talking about tongue i
speaking ---publically speaking before the church,

b. Does the context not demand the same meaning or use in verses 34,35---- f
tongue speaklng or public speaking before the church?
c. The expression "out they are commanded to be under obedience, as also
saith the law" shows why she could not do the kind of speaklng talked
about hepre---—she would not be in subjection or under obedience to the man,
2. 1 Timothy 2:12 forbids the same type thing in the statement "But I suffer not
a woman to teach . « "
a, Paul's statement is absolute about that which he was talking, but its ob-
vious that Paul was not talking about all teaching. '
% (1) It would mean she could teach no class---women or children,
L (2) Aged women could not teach young women, Tit, 2:l
\ (3) Aquila and Priscilla taught Apollos, Acts 18:25fF
(1) 1 Peter 3:1 implies that a Christian wife tries to teach her unbelleV1ng

husband, ,{dpu 225 ;
(5) Women are to teach in singing. Cols 3: 16 [é)fﬁﬂ i;z:{p tf”{ ?iwf ;; &
b, The word "teach", as here used" means to deliver dldactlc dluCOHPSGS.zIf is
translated from didasho (Thayer) One cannot preach without delivering

didactic discourses, but women are forbidden to deliver didactic discourses,
thus women are forbidden to preach,

B. If one makes one part of a verse absolute, one is aobligated to make another part,

when its talking about the same thing,

’ 1, "And if they will learn anything, let them ask their husbands at home . o o"

| a. What woman obeys this command to the letter? "

\ b. Is a women limited to asking questions at home?

i c. What will a woman do who has no husband?

|

|

|

d. What about a woman whose husband is an infidel?
e, What about a woman who knows far more about the word of God than her hus-
band?
2 ﬁno*her passage that may help to see that all stabtements are not absolute ig==
And if any man hunger, let him eat at home . o " 1 Cor, 11: 3h
a, Is a man limited to eating at home?
b. Does anyone obey this comand to the letter and always eat at home? Is this
what Paul is saying?
C. Furthermore, if this verse means absolute silence in all situations, then it would
] apply in the disorderly assemblies as well as in the orderly assemblles. '
le The anti-Sunday schoolers say the church is not assembled until it is called to
order and the song service begins,
2. But wouldn't a woman be just as obligated to maintain absolute silence before
 the services begin as well as after they begin, if this verse regulates all
situations,

e




WOMEN SPEAKTING, NO. 2 ;
)
1 CO?. 14:34,35; ) Tim, 251L,12 //29 7

i Introduction. - a
il 1. Read or quote the text.,
3 2. In our first lesson we learned:

a., The dangers of extreme positions.,
b. The fact that women are to be in subjection to man, but this doés not mean in-
feriority.
c. That there are certain times when women must maintain absclute silence,
d. That there are certain times when a woman may teach.
3, In this lesson let's consider:

Discussion,
. T. "LET THE WOMAN LEARN IN SILENCE WITH ALL SUBJECTION. BUT I SUFFiER NOT A WOMAN TO
fie) TEACH, NOR TO USURP AUTHORITY OVER THE MAN, BUT TO BE IN SILENCE," (YL Tim, 2:11,12)
& A. "Let thg woman learn in silence . o o"
(% 1. The word translated "silence" here is hesuchia, which is different from
-%- the word in 1 Cor. llh.

a. The word "sigao" in 1 Cor, 14 means "absolute silence."
;’ b. T he word hesuchia here is translated "quietness" in the ASV
(1) It's the same word used in 1 Tim, 2:2 to describe the quiet and
" peace ful life,
it (2) It is used in 2 Thess, 3:12 to urge @hristians to walk in quiet=
q’ ness, ’
W c. "Silence" (hesuchia) "refers, not to the absence of speaking, but to
a an attitude, a spirit, a disposition." (Schubert)
bl B. "with all subjectitn'
le The RSv has "submissiveness"
2, "In its original sense, however, 'to be under subjection' means to be plac-
" ed in an order; to be under definite 'tagamata' farrangements of things in
order, as rank, rows, classes." (Barnes) ;

3, It represents the proper position of the woman,

Co "But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, bub
to be in silence," '

1. In our first lesson we observed that "teach is translated from didasko
which means to deliver didactic discourses.! (Thayer)

2, Authority (authentein) denotes authority over another in general,

a, Women are prohibited from having authority over men.

b, Thus women are forbidden to preach because a preacher is to speak "with
all authority." Tit. 2:15

3, Both "to teach" and "Have authority" are modified by "over a man,"

a. Acts 4:18 is a parallel, They were not to "speak nor teach" in the name
of Jesus Christ, "The limitation of speaking (at all) was 'in the name
of Jesus." (Bloomingburg)

b. So the only limitation of "to teach" and "have authority" are "over a
mane" ,

Lo The point "guarded against here is women's assuming authority over man. It
is not wrong for her to teach the Word of God, but it is wrong for her to
teach in such a way that assumes authority . . . over a man, (Tit, 2:5) This
is the only reason given in the Scriptures why it is wrong." (Lipscomb)

D, "For Adam was first formed, then Eve, And Adam was not deceived, but the woman
&) being deceived was in the transgression," (1 Tim, 2:13,1h) Paul gives two
. fundamental reasons for the subordinate position of woman to man:

(e 1. The creation, The very chronological order-—-man first, then womansy-proves
7 Yid that man was to be over wonman,
A 11
- 2, The falls

1N TI. SOME THINCS THAT A WOMAN CAN DO WITHOUT VIOLATING THE SCRIPTURES WE'VE STUDIED,
L . A. A woman can worship and even conduct the services in a church where there
3 are no men,




1, If she is forbidden all speaking in the church, then itwould apply where
there are no men as well As where there arg,

2, But it would not forbid her speaking in the church made up of women because
she would not be exercising authority over the man.

A woman can make a public confession of sins before’ a mixed audience,

1. The Bible teaches the need of publlc confession of sins. Jas. 5:16; Cf
1 Jny 5216

2. A woman can do this because she exercises no authoriby over man, (Women
actually what they want to say themselves at Middleton & Payne )

A woman can defend herself against charges against her before a mixed audi—

ence,

1, Peter asked Sapphira to answer some questions before a mixed audience,
Acts 5:1-10

2. She could answer these questions without violating scripture betause she
exercised no authority over the men present, If she could do this in
a mixed asaembly like this why can't she do it in a Bible class? -

A woman can sing in the midst of a’ mixed aullhence because she exer01aes no

auvthority over man,

1, 1 Cor. 14:35 forbids a woman to speak (lalav) in the churchs,

2. Bph, 5:19 commands a woman ==="'speaking" (lalao) -in the church,*

3. I't obvious that the speaking named in 1 Core 14335 congtitutes' exercising
authority over man, where, the speaking in Iiph, 5:19 does not.

A woman can confess her faith in Chrlst before a mixed audnence. She does not

exercise authority over the man,

A woman can ask and answver questlons in a Bible class because she exerc:ses no

authority over theman,

Concluowon

1,

2e

3

1, The Bible does absolutely forbid certain kinds of opeakLng on the part of
women-~—~the kind that would cause hers to exercise author:ty over the man,

The Bible allows certain kinds of speaking and teachlng on the part of women---
the kind that does not cause her to exercise authority over mam,

It is our hope and prayer that each one will continue to study, think and

pray about these truths as well as others,
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NREVERENGE! /
Heb, 12:28-— /007

Intreduction. :
le Our text uses the word néverence in such a way to show its importance in the life of
) "~ a Christian, :
2o There has probably never been a time when we need to be reminded of reverence in our
lives because there is 80 much irrevernce, .
3¢ In this study let'!s consider:

Discussion,
I. WHAT DOES REVERENCE MEAN?
A. Webster defines’' the word "revere" to mean: "To regard with reverence or profound
respect and affection . . « show love and honor to," He defines the word reverence
as "Honor or respect felt or manifested; defernce duly paid or expressed, Pro- *

- found respect mingled with low8 ., . « regard or treat with reverence, respect or
hOhOI‘ ° "

B. In the 0ld Testament reverence comes from two words:
1. Yare - The root ide&d of* this word is fear,
a. It is used to eXpress the attitude toward God himself and his sanctuary,
Psa. 89:7; Lev. 19:30
be So the group of.ideasthere would be "fear", "awe", reverence,"
2. Shahah - The root idea of this word is "falling down", as prostration of the
body. : .
a, It is used to express the bearing toward another who is considered superiar,
(1) Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan fell on his face before David "and
did reverence," 2 Sam, 9:6 :
(2) Bathsheba, David's wife, "bowed with her face to the earth, and did
g reverence to the king.," 1 Kgs. 1:31
(3) A1l the kings servanbs in the days of Esther "bowed, and reverenced
) Haman" but "mordecai bowed not, nor did him revernce," Esther 3:2,
b. The group of idea here, therefore, is "honor", "obeisance", "revernce,"
Ce In the New Testament' "revernce" comes from three words: .
a, Aidos = In this word the idea is that of "modesty" or "proper behavior."
Heby: 123283 1 Tdme 2:9 (ef. Tit, 2:3 in Revided Version)
b. Phobedmai = In this word "fear!" -it is used to set forth the attitude of
proper subjection on the part of a wife toward her husband. Ephe 5:33.
ce Entrepomai - The idea is that of "self-evaluation of inferiority", and so sets
forth an attitude toward another of doing him honor," Mt, 21:37; Heb, 12:9
D, Reverence then includes the idea of respect, fear or awe, prostration or recog-
nition of a superior, honor, proper behavior. :
IT. WHAT ARE SOME AREAS IN WHICH REVERENCE IS TO BE MANIFESTED?
A, There must be reverence for' God, / = (7 Ay
1, Abraham fell on his face before God. Gen. 17:
2, Moses took off his shoes because he wason holy ground., Ex. 3:5
3, Reverence for God means reverence for his name, ;

a. The third comnandment enjoins revercnce for God's name, Ex, 20:7, "This
commandment, therefore, forbids all irrevernce toward God; not only the
highest act of irreverence in calling on Him to bear witness to falsehood,
but also all irreverent use of His name; all careless, unnecessary refer-
ence to Him, or His attributes; all indecorous conduct in His worship; and
in short, every indication of the want of that fear, reverence, and awe due to
a Being infinite in all His perfections, on whom we are absolutely dependent,
and to whom we are accountable for our character and conduct." (Charles Hodge)

b. The Psalmist said "holy and reverencd is his name," Psa, 111:9 !

) (1) The word here translated "reverend" is found over 300 times in the O.T.
; g " (2) The word (yare) means "to fear",
(3) It means God's name is worthy of repect, godly fear, dread and awe from
us a.l]_o J i ’
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c. The Jewish reverence for "Jehovah" is touching and lovely to behold. Scribes,
when about to write it, wiped their pens and refilled them,
d. This attitude is quite djfferent from the free use of God!'s name today by many.
h. Reverence for God means reverence for his word,
7 . Jebudi showed he had no respect for God's word by literally cutting the roll to
: pleces, Jer. 36:22,23
b. The people "trembled at the words of the God of Israel," Hzra 9:L
c. When Ezra opened God's word to read "all the people stood up," Neh, 835
d. On another occasion they stood one-~fourth of a day to read the word of God,. Neh,
45
e. We show our reverence or irreverence for the word of God by our actions and
attitudes, (Talking, laughlng, note writing, sleeping, etc. while the word of
God is being read. Or giving close attention, thinking, etc,)
5. Reverence for God means reverence for his house -- his worship,
a. Under the law of Moses Israel was commanded to "reverence my sanctuary," Lev, 19: 30
’1) Cod's sanctuary was always the place where God recorded his name, Ex, 20:24
) (a) Avraham built an altar and the Lord appeared. Gen, 12:7 :
(b) The tabernacle later was God's sanctuary, Ex. 25:8,9
(¢c) Later the temple was God's sanctuary, 1 Chron, 22: 9, 2 Chron, 20:8
(2) God's instructions about the vessels of his sanctuary shows he expected
reverence, ; 3
(a) Only Aaron and his sons were allowed to handle and cover the furniture
of the tabernacle, Num, 4:5 :
. (b) After they were covered Kohath and his sons could carry them with the
poleo, but they were to touch no holy thing, Num, 4:15; Cf, Uzzah,
2 Sam, 6:6 and the men of Bethshemesh, 1 Sam, 6:19
bs Today, God has not designated any particular place of worship (Jn. 4:21-23) but the
worship itself is sacred and behavior in it must be one of reverence,
(1) The Corinthians showed the greatest irreverence in their observance of the
Lord's Supper. 1 Cor, 11:17ff
(2) There is much irreverence in observing the Lord's Supper today.
(a) Talklng, latighing, no thought of what it means.
~ (b) Going in and out of the auditorium.
B. There must be reverence for parents,
1, Under the law of Moses the fifth commandment said "Honor thy father and thy mother,"
Ex, 20:12 ' 2
2, Paul commands children to honor and respect their parents, Ephe 6:1-3
C. There must be reverence for the aged.
T. Under the law of NMoses they were commanded "to rise up before the hoary (gray or
whiteOJM) head, and honor the face of the old man," Lev, 19:32
2. On one occa51on when Solomon's aged mother, Bathsheba, approached his throne, Solomon
"rose up to meet her, and bowed himself before her," 1 Kgs. 2:19

III. WHAT ARE SOME CAUSES AND SIGNS OF IRREVERENCE?

A. First, an inadequate view of the holiness of God and the sinfulness of man,
Le It‘s easy to forget thegreatness of God and our own weak and sinful nature,
2. It was only after Isaiah saw the holiness of God that he said "Woe is me! for 1
am undone; because I am a man of unclean 1§ps o « o" Isa, 615
3. When Ezeklel sax’the "appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord . . o
I fell upon my face," Ezek, 1:28
L. On one occasion Peter fell at the Lord's feet and said "Depart from me; for T am a
sinful man, O Lord," Ik, 5:8
5, It's only as we truly realize the holiness of God and our own sinfulness that we will
be reverent toward God.
B .Second, famlllarlty with sacred things,
1% Tke Jews in Malachi's day were not giving God reverence and honor because their
familiarity with sacred things had made them contemptible in their sight, Mal, 1: 6,
a. They showed that they despised the altar by thinking that anything was good
enough to offer, Mal, 1:88
b, They showed their contempt by giving to God that which they would not think
about offering to the governor, Mal, 1:8b,
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c. Me can show our coentempt for sacred things by thinking that CGod will accept less
than our best or less thon we would rive to a greab nan,

The Jews were not giving God reverence because worship and service had become a

ttyaariness" to them, lial, 1:13

2, It had become o real burden to worsliip,

b. They were taking things for granted and had lost the Joy of worshipping and
serving Cod.

3, Their worship ani service had become formal and half-hearted, Tsa, 1:11-15

Gonglusion,
1. everence is needed in every walk of 1life,
2, Christisns must set the exomple as Paul said, that we may "serve God with reverence

and godly fear," Hel, 12:28






Introduction

1. To the Samaritan woman Jesus said, "Ye worship ye know not what" (Jn. 4:22).
How would we react to such a statement?

2. Did you know that God measures {ascertains the dimensions of) our worship
everytime we worship? Rev. 11:1.

The temple here represents the church, 1 Cor. 3:16; 1 Pet. 2:5.

The "reed like unto a rod" symbolic - the canon of scripture.

"Them that worship" represent the individual worshippers.

To measure the temple means to take an accurate estimate of the true church of

a.
b.
c.
d

e.

God.

1013

WORSHIP NO. 2
John 4:23-24

To measure those engaged in worship means to take a correct estimate of their

character; reality and sincerity of their worship.

3. In view of the fact that the Bible speaks of vain worship (Mt. 15:9), ignorant worship
(Acts 17:23), and will worship (Col. 2:23) it behooves each of us to seriously
consider how to worship God acceptably.

Discussion

THE PROPER OBJECT IS ESSENTIAL TO. TRUE’WORSHIP, In. 4:233; Ex.

34:14

A. There are improper objects of worshu;

1. Idols and the works of man’s‘own hands are improper objects of worship,
Ex. 32; Jer. 1:16; Mic. 5:13.

2. The Devil is an improper object of worship, yet Satan worship is growing
today, Matt. 4:9,10.

3. Angels have refused worship, Rev. 22:8,9.
4, Good men have refused worship, Acts 10: 125,26, [§#13 -1 ¥

B. \_G__,_od..,LWIs he only proper object. of worship.,
God deserves our worship, Rev. 4:10,11.

d.

b.
C.
d

€.

He is our Creator, Gen. 1:26,27; Psa. 95:6,7.

He is great and God alone, Psa. 86:9,10.

He is holy, Psa. 99:5,9.

He is our father in two senses:

(1) He is the Father of all mankind by Creation and Procreation.
(2) He is the spiritual Father of the redeemed, 2 Cor. 6:17./2
He has purchased us with a price, 1 Cor. 6: 20 1 Pet. 1:18,19.

2. God desires our worship.

a.
b.

The continuity of the Bible from Abel on shows this.

The men approved of God were worshippers of God, Heb. 11.

(1) Abraham built his altar at Bethel and "called upon the name of
the Lord," Gen. 12:8.

(2) Noah, upon coming out of the ark, "builded an altar unto the
Lord," Gen, 8:20.
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(3) Isaac, at Beersheba, built an altar "and called upon the name of
the Lord," Gen. 26:25.
¢. "The Father seeketh such to worship him," Jn. 4:23.
3. God demands our worship.

a. He spoke to the children of Israel, Ex. 20;1-5.

b. We must worship God, Mt. 4:10; Rev. 22:8,9.

4. One of the great proofs that Jesus was God on earth is the fact that he
accepted worship of men while on earth.

a. Jesus did accept the worship of men while on earth, Mt. 8:2; 9:18;
14:33; 20:20; 15:25; Mk. 5:6,7; In. 9:35-38.

b. If he was not superior to men and angels then he did that which was
sinful for men and angels and was guilty of the basest crime known to
the Jewish law--accepting worship due to God alone.

C. Since he did accept worship then he was God.

Il. THE PROPER SPIRIT IS ESSENTIAL TO TRUE WORSHIP, Jn. 4:23,24
A. To worship in spirit "is to pour out the feelings and emotions of one heart in
sincere devotions unto God."
1. Habitual observance of laws and regulations does not necessarily mean
that such is worshipping "in spirit."
2. "Acts of worship, regardless of the regularity of such performances, must
be done in all sincerity, from the heart, with a meaningful purpose” (V. E.
Howard).
3. Our spirit must be in tune with God in order to reach the throne of
heaven,
B. The Corinthians could not worship "in spirit" because of division, strife, and
carnality, 1 Cor. 3:1,2,
C. Paul told the Philippians that we are God’s people that "worship in the spirit,"
Phil. 3:3.
D. Some have misconceptions about what it means to worship "in spirit."
1. Some have reduced it to a "mere emotion."
2. Some have felt that if we can change the order of service or where the
song leader stands, then we can attain "higher levels of spirituality.”

III. "IN TRUTH" IS ESSENTIAL TO TRUE WORSHIP

A. One worships in truth "when every purpose and passion of his heart, and
when every act of his religious worship, is guided and regulated by the word of
God."

B.  Man must direct his worship unto God in God’s own authorized way and
manner, not man’s way and manner. Cf. Heb. 11:4,

C. Worshipping God "in truth” in our public worship includes:
1. Teaching God’s word, Acts 2:42.
2. Giving of our means, Acts 2:42; 2 Cor. 9:6,7; 1 Cor. 16: 1,2.
3. The Lord’s Supper, Acts 20:7.
4. Singing, Eph.5:19; Col. 3:16.
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2,

5. Prayer, Acts 2:42.

1IV. THERE ARE THREE REASONS WHY WE MUST WORSHIP GOD IN SPIRIT
AND TRUTH
A. Only those who worship in this manner are true worshippers, Jn. 4:23a.
B. God seeks such to worship Him, Jn. 4:23c.
C. God is a Spirit, Jn. 4:24a,
V. CONSIDER SOME THINGS ABOUT WORSHIP IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH
A. There can be a type of worship and service in sincerity and honesty and not in
truth, Jn. 16:2. Many denominational people.
B. There can be a type of worship and service in truth and not in spirit, Phil.
1;15-17.
C. There can be worship and service where neither spirit nor truth is present, Mt.
15:1-9.
Conclusion

In the long ago David said, "1 was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the
house of the Lord,” Psa. 122:1.

May we ever strive to worship God in spirit and in truth and truly know the meaning
of worship.
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Introduct ion.,
T. Hembers of Lhe church of Christ are often criticized aboub saying anything about
other relisions or condemning anything, that someone else believes
a, e are accused of being unkind and having no love for peorle,
b, we are accused of being jul-es,
c. e are accused of bhinking wé are bebler than anyone else
2, ut our Tord and Lhe apostles often eirbticized and pointed out errors in the
relision of others,
a, Jeavs said the religién of Lhe Pharisees was vain that that they were blind
leaders of the blind, Mt, 15:%,13,14.
b, desus said that many religious people would be rejected in the Judpnent de,
Hb. 7:21-273, VWnhy? They do nob riy Fatherts will.
c. Peter bold the Jews (relisious people) on Pentecost they were lost, Acts 2,
d. Paul indirectly conderned the Sadducees when he preached the resurrection,
Acts 23:6
3. The apostle John clearly shous that Christians cannot receive or encourare false

doctrine,
a. Only those who ahide in the doctrine of Christ have the rsther and the Son.
2 John 9

be Christians are not to receive a beacher of I'alse docltrine into their houses,
2 John 10
c. Christians are not to bid them God spsed-~"an approval of the course being
pursued by the one thus greeting, and included a desire for success in the
effort atterpted." (Guy M. Yoods)
Le In this study——in the light of bhese cormandse-we purposc to study the Selvation
Army and the C ristian's oblipation reparding 1i,

Discussion,
To THy I {“I TN, OHGALTVATTON, AND VORK OF THY SALYATICH SN,

i Th oéx'11pjg}r. _
. In 1861 iilliam Booth cuit his post as minister of the Methodist New Cone-
nectﬁon and hesan workin< wth the lower classes on the Hast ind of London,
a, He first organized his worlk under the name of Christian Mission.
b. The name was changed to the sadvation Army in 1878,
2. It spread rapidly over Ungland, Scotland, Yales, and Ireland,
! 2 2. 4 ’ .
3, The Sbvation Arny was officially established in the U.S. in 1880 under the
direction of Commissioner George Scott La1]ton.
12

2o The corpanization, :

1., footh was o Methodist and he at first organized his g roup alons the lines
of Fethodist policies with annual conferences at which reports were cliven
and poiicwov explained,

2. "Men “he name wes changed Tooth set up his orpanization along wilibary
lines. i
a, There were Articles ol “ar,

b. Mission stations became corps or "eitadels."
¢, HMembers became scldiers,
d, Hvangelists became officers,
2, Donverts were listed as seekers,
Ce The work. .
1, The Salvation Aray is found in 97 counbries and territories. (landbook On

Denominations, Frank 3. Mead)

2. They have 25, 350 officers presching in some 147 lanpuaces in 16,714 cente rs,

3, They have 250,000 soldiers (members) in the U.S. :

Lo They hold alno s, a million meetings annually with 25 million in atbendance
and thev collect and psend 25 million dellars annvally,

5, They operate 187 homes, lodpes, and schools, 33 hospitals, 9 childrents

homes, 3L pasidences for ummarried mothers, 54 suwasr canps, 226 boys clubs

and youth centers, and 122 social service centers,
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15 A BOTIGIOUT GROUYY

A, In ihe Churt or isoued in New York Chabe dn 1899 Lhe awav is defined as an org-
anisation "desirned Lo operate as & relirious and charitable copporation with
the following purposes:

(1) "The spiritual moral and physical relformaltion ol 811 viio need ib,

{2} "Phe peclomation of the vicious, oriminel, disscolute and degraded,

(3) "Visitotion amons the poor and lonely and sick,

(1.} "'re preaching of the pospel and the dissomination of christian truth by
means of open-air and indoor maetings.

T "Ihe original and still paramount purpose of Jhﬂ Salvation Army s Lo Llead men
and women inbo s proper relationship with God," (The Slavation Army . . . '
Definition-iii >lorf—)orfice:~0rﬂ3ﬂ1 afian, Dpe &,9)

Ge "The Sufv“lion Ay 1s an inte tional relision and charitsble movement,

ory

(Th

snized and operated on a nllltdrv patiorn, a br anch of the Christilan faith,n
e Salvabion Army, pe 2)

D, As far bock as Sentember 12, 1917, ministers of the 3Salvation Army were elleoe
ible for aprointment as army chaplains and the Salvation Army wos not to be

1

pla
rel

ST A

ced in a "different cizss from that which is usually accorded to otners
igious denominations."

Y, ML PEACHTIAS OF PHE SALYATION AVHYY

A

1

ﬁ]]

converhts mis - wn the Articles of var to become a member and it beging

like this: "“elievine that the Salvation Army has been riased up by God, anc

is

sustained and directed by him, I do here declare thot I am LhoronnWy

convineed of the tLruth of the Army's teschings,!

t]'\

1-

III

he following articles make up the Artieles ol har:

"1 helicve that the Scripturcs of Lhe 0ld and Hew Testaments were given by

insviration of God snd that they only constitute the divine rule of

Christian faith ond practice,"

a. T he staterent that Lhe 01d and New Testament were siven by in wpiration
of God is true.

b, Sub the bindine of the 0,T. alens with the H.T. as "the divine rule of
Gy ristian faith ond prectice" 1s untrue hecause the 0.7. law was nailed
to Lhe cross. (Col, 2:14)

believe Lhat Lhere is only one God, who ic infinitely perfect, the Creator,

Prescrver and Governor of all things and wno is the only proper object of
religious worship,

7o

Fa

10,

nT believe Sheb there are three persoens in the Tedhead, The Father, the
Son, 2nd the Holy Chost, vndivided in essence and co~eqnal in power and slory.!
"7 belive that in the persen of Jesus Christ the divine and human natures
are wited so that He is truly and properly Cod and fruly and properly man,
T helieve bhat ocur first parents were creabed in a state of dnnocency but
by their disobedience they losh their purity ond happiness and that in cone-
seouence of their fall a11 men have become sinners, totally depraved, and
as such are Justly exposed Lo the weath of Tod,
a. The first part of this statenent ic true,
be Tt the stabement that men are born "totzlly depraved! is not true.
Bael, 181203 Mh, 18:3
T helieve that the Lovd Jesus Christ has by His suflering and death made
an atonement for the wiole world so that whosoever will moy be saved,
nT pelieve Lhat repentance toword God, faith in our Lord Jesus Christ and
rereneration by the lloly Spirit are necessary Lo salvation,
a. John Lhe Zaptist presched repontence before fa'lh in Chrigt, bubt only
because he preached to the Jews who alresdy believed in God, fets 19:4

bie The 1.7, teaches faith and then repentance, Acts 2:37,38 ’
c. The miraculous resenerating of the Holy Spirit is not taught in the BT
"T believe thet we are justified by grace through faith in our Lord Josus
Christ and that he that belgevebh ! ain the witness in himself." This teaches
"fa th only™ whicnh James 2:2, shovs is false,

HT helieve bhat continuance in a stabe of salvation depends upon continued
chedient faith in Cho-ist,

"T beliove thot it is bhe privilege of all beliasvors Lo be "wholly sancti-
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fied" and that their "whole spirit and soul and body" may "be preserved
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Thess. 5:23),

11. I believe in the immortality of the soul, in the resurrection of the body
in the general judgment at the end of the world, in the eternal happiness
of the righteous and in the endless punishment of the wicked,"

Conclusion

le The Salvation Army is a religious group and a Christian cannot supportthe works
of a religious group.

2. The Salvation Army teaches a gospel different from that taught by Paul and thhe
other apostles (Gal, 1:6-2) and we can no more give to this group then we
can give to any other religious group,






"YE HAVE NOT PASSED THIS WAY HERETOFOREM .
Josh, 3:1-l -/'ﬂ/é

Introduction,

i
2e

3

L

Read or quote the text,

The setting of our text is at the end of an old and the beginning of a new way,

a. Israel has spent 40 years in the wilderness and is now on the east bank of the
Jordan ready to cross,

b. Joshua sends two spies into Canazn and they come back with a favorable report,

c. Israel is now ready to cross the Jordan, a way which they have not traveled
before, -

The ark of the cogenant which was God's presence and which contained his law,

was to go before them to mark outthe way, or "that ye may know the way by which

you must go." 3:4

Today, December 30, 1973, we are at the end of an old year and at the beginning

of a new year. With this thought in mind let's consider (1) a backward glance,

and (2) a forward look,

Discussion,

1.

IT.

e s ey

LET'S TAKE A BACKWARD GLANCE AT:
A. The Numerical growth or lack of it during 1973
le In oru Sunday Bible Study we averaged 315,
2. In our moemip¥ worship we averaged 4% 38,
3. In our evening worship we averaged 257.
he In omr Wednesday Bible Study we averaged 244,
5« Our contribution averaged over $1900 per week,
6. There have been 17 baptisms, 52 restorations, and 36 memberships-Total 105,
7. During the year 1973:

a, We had about 50 losses due to moves, deaths, and withdrawals.,

b, Ve had an average of 150 members and 60 children from Bible study each
Sunday. (True our average was 315 per Sunday, but 90 to 100 of these
were children from the 6th grade down,) -

¢s Vle had an average of over 100 members absent from worship every Sunday
morning,

de We had an average of 220 to 230 merbers absent on Sunday night and Wed-
nesday ni-ht during 1973. (True we averaged 257 on Sunday night and 24 on
Wednesday nicht but 76 of these were children from the 6th grade down,)

Be The Spiritual growbth or lack of it during 1973.
1. Spiritual growth comes through regularly feeding upon God!'s word and using
our talents. Acts 20:32; Heb, 5:12-14; 1 Pet, 2¢l,2,
2o Some of you have grown spiritually stronger during 1973 while others have
become spiritually weaker,
C. The neglected opportunities both as a congregation and as iniividuals.
1, Msny of us, no doubt, have neglected many opportinities for service during
1973.
2+ God is giving us another page with the year 1974,
D. The many blessings that have come our way through fields of service.
LET'S TAKE A FORWARD LOOK AT:
A. The challenges of our purposed program of work fro 197L.
1. The deacons have been busily presenting the program to you and response
has been wonderful,
2+ Vle can succeed in this wonderful work if we all work at it,
Bs The challenges of our comunity and nation,
1. Our community is a rapidly growing and changing community and it calls for our
readiness to meet the need,
2. Our nation needs the truths of God's word as it has never needed them before
and we must use every means to spread the word of God,
Co The better things you can personally do in 197h.
1. Human desire to improve seems to be uppermost at this time of the yeapr--at
end of old and opening of new,




5, Paulls statement to the Hebrews--"But, beloved, we are persuaded better things

of you + o " (Heb. 6:9) should have a tremendous pull on all our lives,
D. God's promised help and guidance during 197h.

1. The ark went before the children of Israel--"that ye may know the way you must
go" (Josh. 3:4)--so God's word lights our way. Psa. 119:105 '

2, Just as God's presence was an inspiration to Israel to go this new way and meet
it challenges, so Jesus Curist is an inspirat on to us to:
a, Walk in his steps. 1 Pet. 2:21-23 g
b. Overcome the trials of life, Heb, 12:1-5

3, Fven in the hour of death--a way we've not traveled before-—-God's presence gives
us stPength, Psa. 23:1-6

Conclusion.

1. The old year is just about gone with its accomplishments and failures, They cannot
be changed, ' ’

2. The new year-—a way we've not traveled before--is here, How will we look back on it
at the opening of 19757 -



SOME HINDRANCES TO ACCEPTABLE WORSHIP, NO. 2 ¥ :
Tn. 1:23, 2, L& [

Introduction,

1. What a wonderful privilege to be able to worship God. "O come, let-us worship and
bow down: let us knell before the Lord our maker." (Psa. 95:6)

2. But how terrible to engage in that type of worship which is unacceptable to God,
Formalism, wrong attitude, inattention, and anger, as studied in our last lesson,
render worship unacceptable,

3. In this study re purpose to study some more hindrances to acceptable worship,

Discussion,
I. LACK OF PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP. 2 Tim, 2:20,21
A, There may be lack of preparation of our own minds,
1, We all need to make some preliminary preparation of our minds for worship,
(Mental preparation is need for any effort, Ex, Frank Ramsey)
2. We need to give some thought to our activities on Saturday night that might
make our minds¥# dull and sleepy on the Lord's day. (Like staying up real late)
Be There may be lack of preparation br not starting on time,
l., Starting late is irritating to many people and shows a lack of planning and
thopght many times,
2. Although there are exceptions, usually our being late is due to bad planning
or careless habits,
3. Getting up late, rushing through breakfast, rusing to get dressed, rushing to
the services, rush in and flop down--~what a way to start worship,
C. There may be lack of preparation as far as far as externals are concerned,
1, Ther> ought to be nothing in the building or in the way we are dressed or
in the way things are carried on that would distract our minds from the main
purpose, We need to try to forget our surroundings as far as possible nad
concentrate on God,
2. We need to prevent as many distracting noises as possible in our worship,
a. It would be wise if we would give more thought to visibting after our
worship rather than before and during,
b. No one wishes to be dictatorial, No one wishes to say to some mature
person, "Be Quiet.", Yet we might wishe to say to same mature person,
"Let us think about why we have come, and let us get ready for worship,"
IT. UNFORGIVING SPIRIT.
As An unforgiving spirit is contrary to the spirit of Christianity. Eph, 4:31,32;
Matte H1ll,15.
3¢ An unforgiving spirit hinders one's worship, Matt. 5:21-24. "It shows that no
offering which we can make to God is acceptable while we are conscious of an un-
compensated wrong to a fellowman," (McGarvey)
I1I. CUSTOM#BOUND.
A. The Pharisees were bound by their traditions. Mbt. 15; |3.
Be In the days of the restoration movement it was taught that the congregation
must, sing and Christians pass by a table and lay their contribution on it. Any-
one who taurht differently was regarded as progressive or disgressive and congre-
gations were divided over it, What if we visited a congregation that practiced
that today? Many of us would miss the spirit of worship because of the difference,
Ce The late L.H. Pogue preached at Blue Springs, Ky. one Sunday on the Lord's
Supper, He had tried to get people in the proper spirit to observe it, At the
conclusion of his sermon he said, "the Lord didn't say we had to have an invi-
tation song immediately following the sermon, Let's have the Lord's Supper
first, while our minds are still fresh on the subject, and then the invitation,"
As he stepped from the pulpit the song leader immediately arose to lead the
invitation song. Bro. Porue had to take him by the shoulder and stop him, The
song leader was terribly embarassed, but he had become so custom-bound that he
hadn't really heard what Bro. Pogue said.

3 &

)



1V. PREACHLR BOUND,
A. In many: places its hard to carry on without the regular preacher even one Sunday--
attendante and contribution drop.
B. Some go elsewhere if they don't like the preacher.
C. Some can worship and serve acceptably if their favorite preacher is present, ahd
loze the spirit of worship if he is not present. Cf, 1 Cor., 1:11ff; 1 Cor.
3:0,7.

Conclusion,



AT THE GROSS OF JTE)FSUS/‘/’Z«/) VA o

Matt, 27:29-49 = i)

Introduction,

1. There has never been a trial compared with the trial of our Lord, In connection
with the events of raising Lazarus the Bible says "t rom that day forth they
(the ‘chief priests and Pharisees) took counsel together for to put him to death,”
dng:' Bhe53

a. They conspired with or together to kill him, Mt. 26:4
b. They covenanted with Judas for 30 pieces of silver, Mt., 26:14-16
c. They went trhough the mockery of religious and civil trials,
d. They stirred up the mulitude to destroy Jesus. Mbt, 27:20
e, They finally crucified Him, Mt, 27:35

2. Tvery type of humanity is represented by peopde connected with, and around the
Cross,

3, Tt shall be our purpose in this study to notice some of the people about the cross,
what they did, and why they did it,, in the hope that it will help each of us to be
the kind of person God wants us to be.

Discussion,
I. SOME OF THE PEQPIE AT THS CROSS ACTED AS THEY DID BECAUSE OF IGNORANCLE.
A. Peter declared to the Jews "And now, brethren, I wot that through ignorance
ye did it, as did also your rulers," Acts 3:17
B, Paul declared that if the princes of this world had known they would not have
"erucified the Lord of glory." 1 Cor, 2:8
C. They were ignoranct because they had not understeood their own scriptures which
testified of the Christ, Jn, 5:39
D, Ignorance has always had a prominent part in the way many people act,
1. The people of Athens were worshipping God ignorantly. Acts 17:23
2, Some people in the first century were ignorant of God's righteousness and
went about to establish their owm. Rom, 10:1-3
3. The Gentiles in the first century, like many today, were alienated from
God by ignorance. Eph. 4:18
L. Ignorance can keep one from enjoying the peace that can come from knowing.
1 Thess, 4:13-18
5, Some are ignorant because they will to be ignorant, 2 Pet, 3:l-5
6. Some people are ignorant because they'!'ve never had the cpportunity to learn,
7. Some people are ignorant because they've never used the opportunities to
learn God's will, 2 Tim, 2:15
TI. SOM? PEOPLE AT THE CROSS ACTED AS THEY DID BECAUSE OF A LACK OF CCURAGE.
A. "Courage is the firmness of spirit that faces danger and extreme difficulty
without flinching or retreating." (Webster)
B. Peter acted like he did-—he denied the Lord--because of a lack of courage, Mt.
26:69,70
C. Pilate acted like he did because of a lack of courage. Mbt. 27:22-24
D. The chief rulers earlier had refused to confess Christ because they lacked
courage. Jn. 12:42,43.
E., Many today are like these people in that they lack courage to act on their
convictions,
l. There are some who know what to do to become a Christian but because of
father, mother, or friend they do not--they lack courage. Mt, 10:37
2. There are some who do not openly confess Christ or let it be knowm they
are a Christian because of a lack of courage.
11T, SOME PEQOPLE AT THE CROSS ACTED AS THEY DID BECAUSE THEY WERE COMPELLED TO DO 50.
A. Compel means to constrain, press into, compel,
B, Simon was compelled to bear the Lord's cross, Mbt, 27:32. Simon carried the
cross because he had to carry it.
C. Many people today serve the Lord because they are compelled to do 59)/{,_",_~—r:—
1., Some will teach if enough pressure i put on them,
2, Some will visit if they are left without a choice,
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Tntroduction,
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was o thief, and had the bag o o oM dne L2145
2, The love of the world has cuused many to acht as they do bovard the TLord,
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out, Mb, 19:16-22
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V. SOME OF THE PROPLE AT THE CRO3S ACTED AS THEY DID OUT OF LOVE FOR THE LORD.,
A. The mother of Jesus and certain other wemen were at the cross because they loved
g the Lord, Jn. 19:25-27 o Skl »
B. After his death Joseph of Arimathaea andizéégge begged his body and buried Him,
Jn. 19:38,39
G, Our services to the Lord should be because of our love for him,
1., The early chapters of Acts show that the early church acted out of love,
| 2. Paul said he acted as he did because of the love of Christ for him and his
| love for Christ, 2 Cor., 5:13-15 .
3. dJesus said "If a man love me, he will keep my words « . " Jn. 14:23

Conclusion,
1, Humanity is repreiented at the cross,

2+ Dach of us is represented there, Vle can see how we act and why. Let's act in a way so
as to please God,



THE JUDGMENT OF GOD i
Rom. 2:1-16 |
INTRODUCTION:
1. The judgment of God is one of the cardinal points of the Bible.

a. The 01d Testament declares a judgment. Psa. 1:5,63 Eccle. 12:14,
b. The New Testament declares a judgment. Acts 17:30; Heb. 9:27; 2 Pet. 2:9; Jude 6,
14,15; Rom. 14:10-12.

2. The apost]es taught the judgment with such power that men were made to trembtle. Acts.
24:25,

3. A sutdy of God's judgment should be a source of encouragement to the faithful
Christian, but a source of terror to the unfaithful Christian and the alien sinner.

DISCUSSION:

I. THE JUDGMENT OF GOD IS ACCORDING TO TRUTH. Rom. 2:2.

A. Man's judgment is not always according to truth because;
1. Man is prone to be a severe judge of others.
2. Man judges rashly. Matt. 7:1.
3. Man judges according to appearance. John.7.24.
4, Man often judges in others what he secretly practices himself. 2 Sam. 12:5,6;
John 8:1-9; Rom, 2:1.
B. God does not judge according to the appearance. 1 Sam. 16:7.
C. God's judgment takes into consideration the character, opportunities, deeds,
words, etc., of all men. "It is according to the reality of things in question."
D. None shall escape the righteous judgment of God. Rom. 2:3-5.

IT. THE JUDGMENT OF GOD WILL BE RENDERED "TO EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS." Rom. 2:6.
A. This truth is clearly and pointedly taught throughout the word of God. Psa. 62:12;
2 Cor, 5:10; Rev. 20:11-15.
B. God will render "to them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory
and honor and immortality, eternal life." Rom. 2:7.
C. God will render to the contentious and disobedient tribulation and anguish. Rom.
2:8,9.
D. Man must not make the mistake of thinking that one can escape God's judgment,
because the murderer, drunkard, etc. often go free in this life.
III. THE JUDGMENT OF 50D WILL BE WITHOUT "RESPECT OF PERSONS." Rom. 2:11.
A. To show respect of persons means "to be partial to one on account of his family,
relationship, wealth, learning, social or political standing.
B. Man often shows partiality in his judgment because of the station in 1ife one may
occupy.
1. God warned the leaders of Israel against such a practice. Deut. 1:16,17; 16:
193 Prov. 24:23.
2. Christians are warned against showing respect of persons. Jas. & :1-9
C. God's judgment will be without respect of eprsons because he is a God without
respect.
1. The Herodians and the Pharisees recognized Jesus as one that "regardest not the
person of men." Mt. 22;16.
2. The Jews thought that because they were Jews God would save them regardiess
of how they lived.
D. God does not respect persons but he does respect the character fo each individual
Psa, 138163 Acts 10:34,35,
IV. THE JUDGEENT OF GOD WILL BE "BY JESUS CHRIST." Rom. 2:16.
A. God hath committed all judgmentto the Son. John 5:22; Acts 17:30,31.
B. Jesus Christ will make manifest all the secrets of a man's heart. Rom. 2:16.
C. Everything will be clearly revealed in the judgment day. Eccle. 12:143 1 Tim.
5124.25,
CONCLUSION:
T. The judgment of God is coming and none shall escape. Mt. 25:31ff.
2. It will ke then be God and me. Are you ready to face the judgment of God?
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LAW AND INCIDENTALS, NO. # / ) 953

liatt, 28:18

Intreduction.

1, The church that we read abolit in the N,T, 1s perfect on the divine side,
a. God is her planner, Eph, 3:8-11
be Christ is her head, Eph, 1:22,23
c. The Holy Spirit dwells in her. 1 Cor, 3:16
d. The Bible is her law, 2 Tim, 3:16,17

2. But the ignorance and fralities of nﬂnkind keeps her from being perfect on the human
side, Thus many problems have always been a part of the church,

3. In this study we purpose to study one of the greatest causes,and that is a failure
to recgnize how scriptural authority is established,

Discussion,
I. HOJ IS SCRIPTURAL AUTHORITY ESTARLISHED?
A. Tn order for something to be in harmony with the scriptures there must be:
1. An express s command or statement,
2. An_approved example.,
3. A necessary inference,
L. Expediency.
Bes By defining and illustrating each of the ways scriptural authorlty is establlshed
we can see it more clearly,

The Lord!s Supper

1. Expréss Command. "This do in remembrance of me," 1 Cor. 11:23,24,
(Cbservance) .
a. The express command means a God-given obligation,
b. The express command is for us to do it.
2. Approved Example,
(Time of Obser,)#i "And upon ‘the first day of the week when the dlSClpleS
came together to break bread," (Acts 20:7)

a. An example is a pattern . . . an instance serving to il=-

lustrate somethlng.
UAn example is binding when there is a stated or nec
;;yﬂ;nfanrad hackground command for their doing whatughgy
did," (Gus
3. Necessary Inference., "The first day of the week . + o to break bread,"
(Frequency of Observance)
Le Expedient, Any hour within the first day of the week,

a, To "expedite" means to accelerate the process, to facili-
tate. In "expedient" there is the. inherent idea of advant-
age,

b. There is no expediency where there is no obligation,

(1) IN other words I cannot seek to justify something
by arbitrarily calling it an "expedient,'
(2) The song book is expedient because we are obligated to
sing.
(3) The building is an expedient because we are obligated
to meet,
IT. THE BIBLE TEACHES BOTH GENERICALLY AND SPECIFICALLY.
A. By generic authority is meant that given in general terms,
Be By specific authority is meant that given in specific terms,
/ Co God's commands to Noah to build the ark illustrate¥ both generic and SpGCIflC “\
authority,
1, God commanded Noah to mske "thee an ark of gopher ‘wood" (Gen. 6:14) op601flcw
authority)
a. If God had told Noah to build something then hgtould have built a house, |
barn, boat, etc., and still obeyed God, /
b. But am ark is specific-and excludes anything else, e

g




2. God gave Noah several more specifies, (Gen, 6:14-17)
a, "Make thee an ark of gopher w od,"
be "Pitch it within and without with pitch,t
ce "The lengbh of it shall be three hundred cubits.”™ {450 ft.)
d. "he breadeth of it Fifty cubits." (75 ft.)
e. "The height of it thrity cubits," {5 ft.)
fo "A window shall thou make to the ark."
7o '"And the door of the ark."
h, The ark was to have "lower, second, and third stories,
3. But there were also several. generics aboul building the drk.
a, God didn't tell Noah how to cut the wood, how to get it to where he needed it,
or wh t size trees to use,
be He didn't Lell hinm how many rooms or what size rooms.
c. The door was to be placed in the side thereof but exactly where and what size
are not mentioned,
d. The command to build--included all things but they were left to Noah's
Jjudegment.,
he God's command to Neah was both inclusive and exclusive,
a. God didn't sp 01cha]1y say don't use pine but he ‘told him what to vse-
gopher wood-~thus excluding all other,
be God didn't specifically tell him to use tools to cut the matorla] but‘he
included them hecause they are necessary. o
D. God's commands in the great cormission are both specific and generic, Matt, 28119,20;
M, 16:15,16,
1. Some of the specific are:
a, Whal we are to do? "Preach" or "teach!
be What we are to preach? "the gospel®
¢, Where we are to go? "into all the worldh
d. Who we are to teach? M"every cresture'
2e ome of the generics are:
a, "Go", How we are to Gofl? Ride, walk, fly, sail) ete.

e Meach."
(1) What methods to use? Rla ackboard, charts, films, radio, 1Y, tracts,
classes,

(2) It includes literature as long as the gospel is preached, Dictionary,
Johnson Notes, marginal notes, etc,

COHCanlOn

1. Lible atthorlty is established by direct statement, approved example, or necessary
inference,

2« It is both specific and generic, Our next lesson will include more examples of this,



LAW AND INCIDENTALS, NO.

2

Matt, 28:18

Introduction,

y1s The failure to understand how the Bible teaches and establishes authority has brought

about many problems in the church,

/’za%

2, Sometimes we can easily make law out of incidentals and incidentals out to be law,

3, Sometimes we can do a thing a certain way so long that we think the Bible actually

says it and thus we make it a law,

Lo In this study we purpose to study some more examples of law and incidentals.

Discussion,

I. GOD COMMANDS US IN THE GREAT COMMISSION—"BAPTIZING THEM, !

A. In cluded in this law is:
1. Burial, Rom., 6;:l4
2. Believers, Mk, 16:16
3, For remission of sins., Acts 2:38

L Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Mt. 28:20

5 In water, Acts 8:37-39; 10:47
B .Some violations of the law would be:

1. Sprinkding L. Wrong authority, Acts 19:1-7

2. Infants 5. 0il1, milk, etc.
3, Virong purpose
C. Some incidentals are:

1l. River _ L. Water cold or warm
2., Pool - b, Dressing room
3. Baptistry 6, Clothing

1I. GOD COMMANDS US TO COME TOGETHER OR ASSEMBLE. 1 Core 14:23;

Heb, 10:25

A, Included in this is:
loe The whole church
2. One place
B. Some violations would be:
1, "Must have a fine buildjngu“
2. "Must meet at 11:00 A.M.
Ce. Some incidentals would be:

1. Building Le Deed
2. Grove 5. Lot
3. Tent 6., Building Committee

111, GOD COMVANDS US TO SING. Ephe 5:19; Col, 3:16

A, Included in this would be:
1, Speaking to yourselves,
2. Making melody in your heat to the Lord
3. Songs that teach and admonish

Be Some violations of the law would be:
le Instrumental music
2, Worldly or unscriptural music
3. Humming

C. Some incidentals included in the command would be:

1., Song books ls Leader standing at front
2., Tuning Fork 5, Parts
3, Number 6, Notes

7. Seats

89 Ligh S

9, Heating and
Cooling

7. Invitational Song

TV. GOD COMMANDS US TO PARTAKE OF THE LORD!'S SUPPER. 1 Cor, 11:23,24

A, Included in the command are:
l. The proper elements.,
2. In memory of Christ
3. First day of the week,
B. Some violations of the command would be:

1. Butter and jJelly 3. Thursday night
2o Not discerning the Lord's body lys The "one'" cup hotby

s



Ces Some incidentals would be:
1. Sit or stand
2. How many cups?
3. What hour of the Lord's day?
Le What kind of table and trays to use?
V. GOD COMYANDS US TO GIVE. 1 Cor, 16:1,2,
A, Tncluded in the command,
1. The first day of the week
2. As prospered
3« Cheerfully. 2 Cor. 9:7
he Purposely, 2 Cor. 9:7
B. Violations of the command would be:
L. No purpose -
2. Less than able
3. To be seen of men
L. Bagzaars, rummage sales, etc,
Ce Incidentals included are:

1. Plates L. ‘Checks

2. Wlalking by table 5 Envelopes '

3. Cash 6, What hour of the day,
Conclusion, :

ls God has commanded certain things in no uncertain terms and we have no right to

change them,

2. God has left many of the incidentals to man's judgment., Man's needs to be sure
he does not m#MEHE* mix the law and the incidentals. '
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THE CHARACTICR OF A CHRISTTIAN
D Core 5:17 i g/

Intreduction.

1. The né#MEChristian occurs three times_in the I.T. Acts 11:26; 26:28; 1 Pet. 4:16

2, The name Christian glorifies Christ, was given by divine authority. Acts 11:26

3, It is very important to wear the right name--Christian--~but we're concerned with the
character of a Christian in this lesson.

'), What is a Christian in his character?

Discussion.
T. FIRST, A CHRIST AN HAS A MIND THAT IS LIKW CHRIST, Phil, 285

k. There are some essentials to having a mind like Christ,
1. One must have God's laws written on hisheart and mind, Heb., 8:10
2, One must meditate upon God's laws. Psa. Ligdiy2

B, One has a humbge mind, Phil, 2:5-9
C. One has a spiritual mind, Rom, 8 l-7
D, One hes a receptive mind. Acks 17:11
%, One has a heavenly mind, Col., 3:1,2; Puie. 412
II. SECOND, A CHRISTIAN HAS A TONGUE THAT HE USES FOR CHRIST.
A, He realizes that he is accountable to God for his speech, lMt, 12:36,37

B, He has a pure tongue that:
1. Is not preverted with filthy conversations Tphe 5:ik
a2, Does not gossip and talebear. Prove 18:7,8
C., He has a truth{tongue.
1, He speaks forth words of truth and soberness. Acts 26125
2. He speaks the truth in love, Eph, A4:15
3, He will speak to please G d, and not men, Acts 5:29; Gal, 1:6-12
D. He will speak as the oracles of God, 1 ety h:ll
[I1. TUIRD, A CHRISTIAN HAS AN TAR TO UPAR THE T! TNGS WHICH CHRIST WOULD HEAR.
L. Jesus said, "Take heed therefore how you hear." Lk, 8:18
3, Jesus also said "l'ake heed what ye year. "Mk, 4:24
C. He will have an eacer ear to hear the Lord's word, Lk. 5:1; Jas, 1:19
D, He will strive not to be a forgetful hesrer. dJas. Lagh
TV, FOURTH, A CHRISTIAN IS ONE WHO USES HIS HANDS TOQ WORK THE WORK3 WHICH CHRIST WORKED
WHILE HE WAS ON TARTH.
N, Jesus worked while there was time to work. Jdn. 9:4
B, Jesus worked because his Father worked., Jn. 5:17
G, The best summary of the Lord's life is "he went about doing good." Acts 10:38
D, The Christian realizes that every child of God is to be a worker together with
and under God, 1 Cor, 3:8-11
T, He realizes his labor is not in vain in the Lord. 1 Cor. 15:58
F. He will do good unto 2ll men, Gal, 6:10
. He will work out his own salvation. Phil., 2:12,13.
Vv, FIFTH, A CURISTIAN HAS A LIFE THROUGH WHICH CHRIST LIVES.
%, Paul said Christ liveth in me, Gal, 2:20
N, Christ dwells in our hearts by faith, Eph. 3:17
C., Because Christ was in the Colossians they were filled with the hope of glory.
Col, 1:27
D, One is baptized into Christ. Gal. J226, 27

Conclusion

Christ has no} hands bub our hands to do his w rk today; He has no feet but
our feet to lead men on his way; He has no tongue but our tongues to tekl men how
he died; He has no help but our help to bring them to his side." (Annie Johnson Flint)
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A DIEMONS:AND_JIXORGTEN ) 5202
' Mte hi2h; 8¢, 16117=20-~---- ' # :
2 : —"
3 Introduction. ’ ) ) ) & :
% 1. Read or quote the text. ' ' g 3
Y& 2+ People have always been interested and quickly drawn to the obculp——”sompthing 1y
<L sterious or supernatural",dpidden, secret, something that demands more than
%j ordinary knowled-e to know,” Deut., 18:9-1), It is noticeablp in four main .
. categories today: : . ' X
; p a, Satanism--Anton Levey, head of the Church of Satan, proclaims, "The Satanic
E <= Age started in 1966," They number more than 200,000, >
& b, Witcheraft-~There are 100,000 practicing witches in the country today,
! &} ¢. Prophecy-—-"Astrology hus moved from a simpleifad to a substitute faith for
O multiplied millions." Tarot cards, Quija boards, pendulum, individual
18] psychics,

-

d. Spiritism--Communicalion #ith the dead, _ :
'3« People have always been interested and talked ahout demon possession and ma v
strange views have been set forth, 4 . i
a. The Heathen writers, Plato fér example, said "every demon is a. middle being
between God and mortal," There were two kinis: = . ' e
£1) ", . . the souls of good men, which upon their departure from the body
‘were called heroes, were afterwards raised to the dignity of demens, and’
subsequently to that of gods," (Fncy, of Bib, Theol., & Ecele. Lit. Mg~
Clintock and Strong, Vol, II, p. 639) . o
; (2) The other kind was more noble, having never inhabited human bodies.,
& b. The Hellenistic writers had them as idols of héathen worship, Josephus, the
Jewish historian called them e¥il spirits, and Philo thinks of them as
equivalent to angels~-good and bad,
he The interest in demons and exorcism have recently been brought again to the fore-
front by the book and movie "The Ixorcist, " :
as The true story behind the "Exorcist" goes back 25 years to a lecture delivered
by a Jesuit priest on eéxorcism at a Unive sity in Washington D.C. William
Peter Blatty, who wrote the book, was in the dudience that day and practically
) revrites the account, substituting a girl for a boy, changing other scenes and
N » « adding his omr imaginative ‘scenes., : - P
.h b, The movie is a fictional story of a 12 vear old girl who becomes possessed of
14. the dvil, OShe is transformed into a rhastly image, screams blasphemous

0

]
k
£

T ———— T T
—-—

j o obscenities, and enpages in all kinds of bizare behavior. Two Jesuil priests
g fainally exorcise the demon but he kills both priests.. . B
Ef (o1 Screaming, fainting and’ nausea aepe com on occurrences during the film, After-effets
u include sleepless nights,” nightmares, fears of demon possession and re-
" quests fro exorcism, - . .
o ds The movie is repulsive, frightening and sickening,

(1)°Tt is full of gross exaggeration., , oo gy B 5 .

(2) The conclusion can be intérpreted in either of two ways, “ince the devil
is exorcised from the girl then® good triumphs over evil, or since both
exorcists are killed evil triumphs over good... _ ;

(3) It creates serious disturbances in those who are psychologically insecure,
emotionally immature, or spiritually ignorant, :

(4) Tt leads to the misconception that man is relieved of personal responsi~ ;
bility for evil or sin--"The Devil made me do it " <

5+ A1l of these things riase very sefious questions in the minds of Bible believers

about demons and many claims made by so many today. In this study let's consider:

ko < S

Discus®ion, :
I. THE BIBLS CLEARLY SHO4WS SATAN TO DR A RUAL BEING. j i .
A. "Many who profess faith in God question the existence.of a persenal devil and
- casually relegate évil spirits or demons Lo the ‘realm of folklore and super=
stition," (Unger) _
Bs The two principle names are Satan and Devil.

& .
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1. The word Satan i.’} used 24 times in the 0.7T. ; :

2, Satan or Devil is used in the vast majority of passazes--70 out of 83,
Cs There are many ohn’r descriptive titles of Satan, )

1, Tenmpter, Mt, 4:5; 1 Thess. 3:5 10, lurderer. Jn., S:44 )

2. Deelzebub, Mt, 12:24 11. Sinner. 1 Jdn. 3:8

3¢ Inemy. Mt, 13:39 _

Le Evil one, Mt, 13:19,38 & :

5. Belial, 2 Cor, 6:15 - ' . ’

6. Adversary, 1 Pet, 5:8 ) .

7. Deceiver, Rev, 12:9 f

8+ Dragons Rev, 12:3

9% Liar, JIn, 8..'.;14, 5 T
D, Satan is not co-equal with Cod but 1is .a created being,

1, All things:were created by God through’Christ in heaven and on earth. Col, 1:16
2. All things that God created were gocd, Gen., 1 .
3. Satan must have been crested 4s a good angel but fell t! rouﬂh pride. 1 Tim, 3:

L. Jeuss Christ accepted Satan eas a real being. Mt, 4:10

F, Matthew accepted the devil as a real beidg, Mb, 4:1

te Paul spoke of the devil as a real being, Tphe 6:11L ° &

THE BIBLE CLWARLY SHOJS OVERWHELMING.EVIDENCE FOR TR EXISTENCE OF DEMONS.

A, Demons are mentioned very few tlmes ih tne O.Te Lev, 17:7; Deut. 32:17; 2 Cpron,

«* 2114153 Psa, 106:37

B, Demons -are men1Toned some 80 times in the M.T.

Co Although the N.T. does not tell all about demons it does reveal enou"h to assure
us that demons were real, s
1. Some say the Lord and the evangellsug,'in peeking of demon possession,

"spake only in accommodatién to the general belief of the Jews, without any
assertion as to its truth or falsity," (IcCllntock and Strong) : i
a, This theory does not accord "either with the general principles or with
he uartlcru?r language of ‘Seripture,”
b. "Can it be supposed that he would sanction, and the evangelist be pcrmlbte
to Tecord forever, an idea in itself false, which has constantly been the
ery stronghold of opposition?! ) ’
2. Demons are called unclean or evil spirits. 1k, Ta23,26,27 3:13,30; 512.8,13%
6873 Te2Y1 Tk, B2
3. Several general characteristics of demons are revealed:

as They were able to speak., Mk. 1:34

be They were able to know, Mk, 1:3)

ce Many could inhabit the same individual, Lk. 8:30

»d, They could leave a man and enter animals, Lk. 8:33

e. They could inhabit a child, Lk, 9:37-42 °

fe« They had the ability to leave and then return w1tq OLnora. Lk. 11: ?h—?é

THEE BIRLY SHOUS THAT DEMOMS ACTUALLY POSSESSED MEN I 'THIT FIRST GENTURY.

A. A demoniac or demonized person, in the N.T. was a ”per on suffering under the
possession of a demon or evil oplr]t such possession, generally showing it—
self visibly:in bodily disease or mcn{al derangement. . o o suspending the
faculties or their mindy and governing the members of their bodies, so that
what was said and done by the demoniacs'was ascribed to the indwelling demon,"
(MeClintock and Strong) , L :

-B ¥The distinguished feature of the pOGSeuSIOn is the complete or . incomplete loss
of the sufferer's reason or power of will, his actions, his words, and almos}
‘his thoughts are mastered by the evil splrlt (Mk, 1:24; 5:7;-Acts 19:15), til11
his per UlalLtV seems to‘be destroyed, or, if not destroyed, so overborned as
to produce the consciousness of a twofold will within him, like that sometimnes
felt 1n a dream," (Ibid) T

Co The N.T. makes a clear distinction between. demon—posu sion and diseases,

Mt z;.,‘,a, 8:165 10:8; MK, 1:32,3h; 6:13; 16:17,18; Lk. L:40,4); 9:1; 13:32;
=~ Acts 19:12 ' ' , ;

De The N.T. mokes a distinction between discases or affliction caused by demons
and the same disesses not so '¢aused, : g




a. One possessed with.a devil, blind and dumb, Mt, 12:2
b, Othars were blind and dumb but not possessed with a devil, IMt. 15:30
There are a number of recorded 1n5uancea of the czsting out of demons in the N.T.
1. Demons in Syria. b, L:2L
2. At Capernaum, Ft. 32165 Mk, 1:23-26; 32-34
3. At Gadara. Mt. 8:23-3 3, Mce 5:15-19; Lk, 8
lg,. In Ga‘lil@e. T'tu 9 32 2322
5., Near M, Hermon., Mt. l?:lhplﬁ; Mk, 9:17-29; Lk, 9:37-L3
6. Mary Magdalene, Mk, 16:9; Lk, 8:2
7. In Samaria, Acts 8:7;
8. At Philippi. Acts 16:16-18
. Jesus cast demons out of men by the Spirit of Cod, Mt, 9:33; 12:28
. Jesus gave the twelve power to cast out denons, lMit. 10:8
H. Jesus gave the seventy power to cast out demons. Lk, 10:17-20
I, Jesus revealed that the casting out of demons woulé be one of the sipns follow=
ing believers under the great commission, Mk, 16:17-20
IV. THY BIBLY CLEARLY REVEALS THAT DEMONS DO NOT POS3ESS MEN TODAY.
A. -1rot ?echarlah pronh,uweq that the day would come when unclean spirits (demons)
would no longer possess men, Zech, 13:1,2
1. Paul shows that the day when neithers prophets nor unclean spiribts would be in
the land would be "when that which is perfect is come,'} 1 Cor. 13:8-10
2, "Casting devils out of men required miraculous powsr, At when the need for
miracles ceased to exist there was no longer any occasion for people to be
afflicted with devils." (Zerr, p. 360)
a, The power to cast out demons came direclly on the apostles, Acts 2
b. The power to cast out demons by others cam¥indire ctly through the laying
on of the apostles!' hgnds. Acts 8:13-18
When the apostles dieiland those on whom they laid hands, the age of
confirming signs was over,
B, Second, Biblical evidence shows that in the period immediately before (during
the personal ministry) and immediately after his death Satan was permitted
to unleash "spiritual hosts of wickedness" that the viectory over him might be
more pronounced,
1, Jesus referred to his ability to cast out devils as one proof of his great power
and auvthority over Satan, Mb, 12:28,29
2, When the seventy said "Lord, even the demons are subject unto us in thy name",
he said "I beheld Satan as Jj"htnvnv fall from ho¢vnn.” He saw complete vlctory
o er Satan which would include power over demon possession, [k, 10:17-19
C. Third, if men are possessed of demons today then Saten has once arain risen to power

&

02

o

R

and Christ has no complete victory over him, Cf, Heb, 2:1,
D. Fourth, to hold to the claim that men are possessed of demons today says that the
devil cun still have power over a man against his will, Rom. 6:16

Conclusion,

1, There are many dangers associated with the present preoccupation with demonism,

a., First, there is the danger of becoming so interested in demonism that one is blinded
to the many evils associated with it, For exarple, blaming some evil spirit for what
one does and thus rernoving personal rcsporﬂwbllzhv.

bs Second, there is the danger of diversion from Satan's “rontal attack--unbelief,

The fact that many have accepted astrology, spiritvwalists, satanists, etc. instead
of the Bible shows this.

. The evil today is not through demon possession, but through temptation and sin, The

power of God today is the gospel., Rom, 1:16, It does not need duplication of miracles

like the early church,

s 5
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'S RIGHTS UNDIR GOD LD /

Tntroduction. o

’J~-

Lo

One of the national movements today is called the WMiomen's Lik." Tt is small in number
but powerful. and determined, lNore than 75/~ of the women of this country do not
support this movement and there are many divisions within the movement itself,

a, The movement began in 1966 with the founding of the National Organization of Women,
b. In 1963 Betty Friedan published the Feminine Mystique, a tract which argued "that
women lose their identity by submerging themselves in a world of house, spouse

and children,"

The "Jomen's Liberation" movement is determined to abolish all distinctions between

men and wWomen, ’

You may wonder what all this has to do with religion and why even discuss it in a

sermon, Tvwo of the main tarsets of this movement have heen the Bible and the church

(they mean any church.)

a, The inspired author of Proverbs has been celled a "mele Chauvinist,"

b. The apostle Paul has been called a Uyoman-hater,"

c. They believe the Bible is in a large measure responsible for their repression,
that it is designed to keep women down to a second-class citizenship, not only
in the world, but in the kingdom of God as well, .

d. "Je will be silent no longer} Christianity and the Bible have been male-~dominated
and male-favored too longd le insist on full and equal participation with -
men in all levels of church decision making power," - . .

Tt shall be our purpose in this study to observe what the EBible says about women,

their rights, and some of the rights women will lose through the proposed Equal

Rirhts Amendment, .

Discussion.

Il

THE BIBLT TEACHING REGACDING WOMEN AND THETR RIGHTS,.
A. First, the Bible clearly shows That God created women to capable, worthwhile
members of the human family and nowhere relegabes them to second-class citizens.

1., Such women as Sarah, Rahab, Ruth, Deborah, “sther, and may others stand -out
as examples o those who had character, intelligence, faith and loyalty to
God,. - ;

5, The sixteenth chopter of Romans clearly shows the esteem with which women
were held in the early church, Paul addresses 25 people in this chapter,
eight of them are women and special compliments are paid-to six of them,

B, Second, & woman has the right by crestion to bhe a woman, .

"1, God created them "male and Temale," Gen, 1:27

2, B, Schwartz, New York University Law School savd "Use of the law, in-an
attempt to conjure away all the differences which do exist between the gexes
is both an insult to the law itself and a complete disregard of fact:"

3. God made obvious biological differences bebween men and women, "Lven the
srallest cell in human tissue can ve distinguished under a microscope as
belonging to either a male or a female !

L. Dr. Rhoda L, Lorand (Book--"Love, Sex and The Teenager") says "The psychological
differences between the sexes are as great anatomical dissimilarities would
lead one to expect." ‘

C. Third, a woman has the right Lo be a coupanion and help-moet for man. Gen. 2:18

1, God never created a'woman to function like a man or to have to compete against

a. man, .
2. God intends for men and women to serve each other-~each fulfilling his de-
sirned purpose. v

3, Women's Liberationists scolf at the idea of a women being man's helpmeet be-
cause they think of it as being nothing more than scrubbing end waxing floors,
doing dishes, ironing, changing diapers, etic,

he But GOd's kind of woman, every wWoman has the right to bes Prov. 31.410-31

5.Fmﬁﬁmmwm'WCGamﬂﬁammmminnowwr&mmmstm;mﬂeofwmmn,hm:mmm
that man could not be born and complete without her, 1 Cor. 11:12

Bl




D, Fourth, a woman has the right to enjoy proteetion from rape, abuse, and misuse,
i 1., The VWemen's Liberationists say that men think of women as sex-objects and that
} : the Bible seemly upholds this view,
| 2. The Playboy's philosophy is that a women is like a toy, to be used and enjoy-
ed until one grows tired or she become useless, and then discarded.,

w 3, The Bible makes it very clear that laws are to protect women from rape and
| a‘use, Deub, 22 '

Le The Bitle makes it very clear that men are not to look upon women as mere

sex objects. Matt, 5:27,28
E, Rifth, a women has the right to enjoy the protection of her hugband (and all
men) because she is the weaker vessel,
1. The Bible clearly shows thalt the woman is the weaker vessel, 1 Pet, 3:7
2. Women Liberationists don't like this idea and are doing every thing theyan -
to change it, In fact they thihk thet God made a mistake and that men and
women are the same,
V/f Sixth, a woman hss the right to expect a husband to provide for his family,
1 Tim, 5:8 '

Ge Seventh, a woman has the right to be #n subjection to her husband. Eph, 5:22-2)

He Eighth, a woman has the right to know that God and his laws shows no respect
of persons or sexes., Rom, 2:11

I. Ninth, a woman can enjoy the same blessings and privileges in Christ as can a
man, Gal, 3:28,29 , '

Jo There are many ripghts which God gives to a woman over a man and which the laws
of the land now recignize, but the effort is underway which will teke away many
of these rizhts,

IT. THE EQUAL RICHTS AMENDMENT WILL TAKE AWAY NEARLY ALL OF THE C@UJ GIVEN RIGHTS @F

WO, Joeltoy T

: A. The Equal Rights Amendment reads like this: "Equality of rights under the

2*"th ¢ law shall not he denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on

7 » account of sex," '

ﬂi“p 4% 1. The ERA seems at first to give many rights to women when in reality it will

. W %ﬁk take many away, “

MJ 1. Fllen Leff, legislative repreentative for the Women's Liw Center of

ool ,, Daltimore, plainly admits "there is no attempt on our part to avoid women

,&wtz; losing some of their rights, but we t ink it ought to be done in a thought-

1 y ful manner."

, The State Attorney General of Marylend says 227 present State laws will have

# Lo be changed with many resulting in women losing their present rights,’

3¢ Prof, Kurland (University of Chicago Law School) argues "that the primary

,  BithsEet beneliciary (of BRA) will be man,"

oy The defeat of Senator Hayden's modification to the ERA shows that the women

‘Jf libbers do not want to protect any gained rights but want to bedreated as
[

1 man, His modification reads "The provision of this article shall not 'he

; pajyb contrued to impair any rights, benefits or exemptions conferred by law

upon persons of the female sex,"

4 C. The ERA passed both house of Congress in 1972, was signed by President Nixon,

] and will become the 27th Amendment to the Constitution when 38 states vote in
_its favor, '

1. 33 states have already given it the green light,

2. Tennessee is among the 33 states although second thoughts are bein
following a speech by Richard Proud of Nebraska as to how his stal
recinding their vote,

D. Prof, Thomas L. Emerson, in the Yale Law Journal, April, 1971, in a 1lh-pzage

analysis, lists some horrendous implications (which even the proponents of

ERA admit) of TRA:

l, ERA will invalidate all state laws which makes the husband primarily. re-
ponsible to support his wife and children, because cvery wife and mother
will lose her right to support from her husband unless she has pre-school
children and even then if child care centers are available,

g given
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2, BRA will make every wife in the U.5. legally responsible to provide 507 of the
financial suprort of her family,

o ERA will meke women subject to the draft and for cobft duty, equally with men, \

Righbs—of-privecy—tue—to—sexconmot- -o3pe CHT L2 e £
’ / a. If the married woman is called to military service before her husband , ' then
4 he must remain at home and take care of the child,
b, If the woman is dischapged because of dependent children then the husband

must also be discharged,

w Lo ERA will wipe out criminal laws which protect only women from rape and sex crimes,
"Courts will most likely invelidate sodomy or advltery laws, Seduction laws, stat utoz°y
rape laws, prostitution laws, obscenity laws would not hold under the Amendment,!

5. TRA will wipe out much legislation which protects women from hazardous and

it=4

unpleasant jobs. "Regulations apgainst heavy work would have no justification,"

o~

FRA will override the right of privacy and "require that there be no segregation
of the gexex in prision, reform schools, public restrooms, obher publi mﬂ
facilities," (Prof Paul I round) Harvard Constitutional Authomty)@ﬁfﬁ #
7« ERA means there will be no differences in r-les of ang women .uth anily

i on the basis of sex, %/ﬂ el slgmor obz.'i—r 2 &l 42—:4-_)

| 8. ERA means a woman need not take her husband's last name, He can ta lfe her name, or

they can agree on a third nane, Z ,/2,

| 9. ERA prohibits the State from requiring that a child's name be the sam® as Thi%s or—

her father!s or that it be the same as his or her mother's,
10. FRA would prohibit laws about which parent was the proper parent based on sex
(90% of children now awarded to mother in custody cases,)

Conclusion

1. A Roper poll in Sept. 1971 shows that most women disagree with the implications
ERA.

2. Most women agree with Flsieliese Thrope, May, 1972, in Reader's Digest: "jf they
don't stop their commotions, their rumblings of discontent and pleasg ferkeuality
we might end up getting what they are asking for, And who wants equality’when we
women are doing so much better now? Biologically, lerally, temperamentally, and just
about, every way that matters, we women are the favored sex,"

i
i
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PROPER ATTITUDES 5
Rom. 1:1h~16 7ﬂ5 .

is one of Payl's greatest letters, if not his greatest.
emphasizes some of the greatest of themes--~faith, salvation,

The first three chapters of Romans deals with the universal need of salvation,

gospel is the power of God unto salvation, Rom. 1:16

But our text also presents some proper attitudes about several things which we

Introduction
1., Read or quote the text.
2. The book of Romans
3. The bhook of Romans
sin, justification, redemption, etc.
Lo
a. The
b, The Gentiles needed the pospel, Rom, 1:18-32
ce The Jews need the gospel, Rom, 2
d. Al) men need the gospel, Rom, 3:23
Se
purpose to discuss in this lesson,
Discussion,

o

|

I. THE PROPER

L1

ATTITUDE TOWARD OPPORTUNITINS. ROM. 13214

H

A,

B.

"T am debtor",

1, First, he felt himself debtor to Christ for the grace bestowed upon him
who was "not meet to be called an apostle,"” 1 Cor. 15:9,10 "Paul was not
longing for that which in human affairs is ordinarily the debtor's goal-—-
being free from any obligations to the one to whom the debt is owed. Jesus
Chirist would be continually blessing Paul, throughout this 1ife and in the
next, Paud's gratitude would never diminish," (Proclaiming the N.T., p. 20)

2. Second, Paul fekt himselfl debtor to his fellowman---Greeks, Barbarians, wise,
unwise, Several things made Paul feel indebted and spurred him on to fulfill

the debt.

a, He was aware that men without Christ are without hope, Iph, 2:14

b, He knew the sheer joy of proclaiming the good news about Jesus,. Cf. Lk, 2:10

ce The realiration that he had been saved and commissioned by the one whose
cause and church he had attacked, Gal, 1:13,14
Vle are debtors to God and to our fellows like Paul.
1. First, remember, God is never in our debt---his grace is uvhmerited on our

part.

2. Second, we pre endebt
required, “[%. /R ;‘

2., We live

ed, because "to whom much is given of him shall much be

g

in a free sbciety,

b, Ve are menbers of a Christian household,
c. We receive abundant material henefits,
d, We are heirs of salvation,
3. Third, just as we should readily take care of our debts on the financial
level, so we should give prompt attention tc our obligations as follolers of

Christ.

he Fourth, just as we are duty-bound to pay our bills and are not to be commended

for deing so, it is the natural, normal, and expected thing for us to meet
our obligation to tell others about Christ.
5. Fifth, just as Paul felt obligation to all men, regardless of race or station,

50 musht we,

a. Do we feel debtor to those whose backgrounds, environs, traits and means
differ from our own?
b, Does our attitude allow us to go beyond our social circle and immediate

1. To be "Ready" means to "be prepared for somzthing to be done or experienced
¥ ! &
1 . . prepared in mind or disposition so as to be willing and not reluctant."

2. Paul was prepared in mind and in body to preach the gosrel in Rome,

friends?
THE PROPTR ATTITUDE TOJARD SELF? ROM, 1:15
A "I am ready"
(Webster)
B, "So, as much as in me is, I am ready . . "

1. Paul was ready as
2. Paul was ready so

far
far

as opportunity presented itself,
as his ability would allow,



C. Ye must have the same attitude Paul had,
1. We must be ready. .
a, Ve must be ready for the coming of the Lord, Mabt. 24L:44
b, We must be ready to every good work, Tit. 3:1
¢, We must be pad" to give an answer, 1 P _t. 3:15
d. We must be ready to preach the gospel,
2. We must be ready according to our abilities and opportunities.
a. Ability plus opportunity eguals responsibility.,
b, The parable of the talents. Matt. 25:1/-30 .
ce As we have onportrnity. (tal, 6:10
II1T. THYS PROPGR ATTITUDE TOJARD THE GOSPEL. ROM. 1:16
A, He was not ashamed of the gospel of Christs : :
1. Paul told Timothy to be not ashamed of the testimony of the Lord, 2 Tim, 1:8
2. Iven thouch he suffered many things he said "I am notashamed," 2 Tim, 1:12
B, He was not ashamed of the gospel of Chrisb "for it is the power of God unto
salvation to evary one that belicveth,"
1. The good news is the death, burial and resurrection of Christ for our sins,
1 Cor. 15:1-4 .
2, This verse reveals several great truths about the gospel.

a, It is the power of Cod---not the law.

b. It is the power of God---divine,

c. It is the power of God unto salvation----result,

de It is the power of God unto salvation to efferyone—--—universal.

e. It is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth---condition

Concluulon.

1, Ir In living the Chrl%t“ n 1ife it is so important to have right attitudes,

2. Ve must have the attitude "I am debtor" toward our opportinities, M1 am ready" &bout
self, "I am not asnamcd" akout the gospel, :
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Tntroduction.

1, 1t is so important that we do God's will that we carry out the things like

God cormands,
But our atbtitudes must be right as we carry these commands out,
3. How much we accomplish or fail to accomplish especially in the Lord's kingdom,
will depend largely upon our pessimistic or OTtlmjotlc attitude,
Discussion, .
I. PESSIMISTIC ATTITUDES.
A. Pessimisim means "an inclination to put the least favorable construction on
actions and happenings, to emphasize adverse aspects, condibions and possi-
bilities, and to anL1c1pate the worst possible outcome," (Webster)

B. A pessimistic attitude is marked by "disbelief, distrust, or lack of confidence,

hope, or Joy."
C. "For it had been beuuer for us to serve the Egyptians than that we should
die in the wilderness," Ex, 14:12; Cf, HNum, 14:2
l. Give a brief account of the Israelites and things they endured in Fgypt,
Ex, 1,2,5
2. Pharoah and his army were pursuing them and they thought all of them were
going to die, They forgot what God had alre adv done, BEx, 14:1-12
3. The attitude manifested b the Israelites was
a, Faithless, They did not wait to see what Goﬂ would do, but concludéd
the worst, :
be Ungrateful, They were willing to be led out of Egypt, yet at the first
sign of danger, they turned on loses and taunted him for jiving them
liberty.
c. Cowardly., It showed a very cowardly spirit to regret that they had
not been allowed to remain and suifer in Hoypt,.
Le David fretted and was "envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity
of the wicked." (Psa, 73:3) He concluded there was no advantage toheing
righteous until he went into the sanctuary of God. Psa. 73:17
5. Christians sometimes manifest bLhe same attitude at the first sign of
trials and suffering many times. "What advantage toleing a Christian°"
D, "ie be not able to go up azainst the people; for they are stronger than we,"
NMum, 13:31. What peouvww"tlc abtitudel"
1. First, they iust sald "le can't do it,"
2. Second, they began to list all the reasons why they couldn't,
a. The land eateth vp the inhabitants,
he All the men in it are Pianth

3. Third, they begin to exasgerate the difficulties, "we were in our own sight

as rr&ssnoppers "

Le Fourth, they showed they had forgotten or were ignoring the promised divine

help.
5. Christians often manifest the same pessimistic attitude.
3. By exagrerating the difficvlties of livingthe Christian 11
b, By forgetting that what God has started he will finish if
him, 1 Cor, 10:13; Pnil, 1:6
"And  Saul said to David, Thou art not able to go against this Philistine to
fight with him: for thou art but a youth, and he a max of war from his Jouth."
1 Bam, 17:33
1, Saul thought about the size and experience of Goliath and began to picture
in his mind what all could happen,
2o David met that pessimistic attibude with compodete dependence on Cod,
1 SBam, 17:3,4-37
F, ", , . but what are they among so many?" Jn, 6:9
1l In the 0.T. God promised to give the children of Isrsel flesh to eat for
month and loses, Jooking only at human resources, couldn't believe it
could be done, Num., 11221-23
The disciples thought of this task as impossible,

fe.
we will let
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"IF CHRIST BE NOT RAISED" ' Lo
1 Cor. 15:12-23 /é?/{

INTRODUCTION:

1%

Read or quote the text: .

2. The word resurrection appears 104 times or more in the New Testament.
3. There are many views about what the resurrection will be.
a. Some say a "resurrection of the Spirit" but the spirit has never been buried to
be raised.
b. Some say the resurrection of his cause which Rev. 20 teaches.
c. But the Bible teaches the dead body was buried (1 Cor. 15:43) so the resurrection
can't mean less than the raising of that body.
4. But have you ever really stopped to consider hew important the resurrection of Christ
is to your life and mine? "If Christ be not raised:"
DISCUSSION:

I. "THEN IS OUR PREACHING VAIN." 15:13,14.

A Tha. resurrection of Christ is the heart of the gospel. Rom. 4:25; 10:9.
B. The resurrection of Christ is the proof of Christ's Lordship.

1. Peter preached that Christ is at God's right hand which is vain if he be not

raised. Acts 2:22,36.

2. Paul said his resurrection proved him to be the Son of God. Rom. 1:3,4.
C. The message is robbed of life. Rom. 1:16,17; Jdn. 14:6.

1. Christ is 1ife before he gives Tife.

2. But he cannot do this if he be not raised.

II. "WE ARE FOUND FALSE WITNESSES." 15:15.
A. Paul declared "because we have testified of God that he raised.up Christ." Acts
2i20 80 3a1Bsad 338 17:30:3]
B. If we can't believe the apostles in their testimony about Christ's resurrection,
then how can we believe them about anything else.
ITI. "YOUR FAITH IS VAIN." 15:14,17.
KA. Faith that saves rests upon the resurrection of Christ. 1 Cor. 15:1-8.
B. He claimed to be Christ and gave the sign of Jonah as proof of his resurrection.
Matt. 12:38,40.
IV, "YE ARE YET:IN:YOUR SINS." 15:17.
K. Christ's blood was shed for the remission of sins. Matt. 26:28.
B. His blood was offered as an atonement in heaven. Heb. 9:11-14.
C. Christ was made a high priest because:
1. Of his endless life. Heb. 7:14.
2. "He ever Tliveth." Heb. 7:25.
3. "He has consecrated (perfected) forevermore." Heb. 7:28.
D. But if Christ be not raised we have no highpriest and no blood which can take away
our sins. Heb. 9:22,
V. THE DEAD HAVE PERISHED - "THEN THEY ALSO WHICH ARE FALLEN ASLEEP IN CHRIST ARE PERISHED
1938,
A. A1l hope for the dead depends on His resurrection. 1 Thess. 4:13,14.
B. His resurrection is the pledge of ours. 15:20
CONCLUSION:
T. "If Christ be not raised" then ‘everything we do in preparing for eternal Tife is vain.
2. "If Christ be not raise "then the dead will not be raised so "let us eat and drink; for
tomorrow we die." 15:32.
3. But believing that Christ has been raised "let us be stedfast, unmoveable, always abour

ing in the work of the Lord, fomasmuch as ye know that your Tabour is not in vain
in the Lord." 15:58. ]
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THE SERIQUS SIN OF NEGLECTING WORSHIP
Hebrews 10:25-==- . 25
(No. 1) .

Introduction

1. The sin of neglect is a very dangerous and condemning sin, because

many people see no wrong inneglect. 3

a. Neglect means to disregard; a lack of sufficient attention; careless;
indifferent. . : g0 Lk i ey :

b. Neglect and negligent are used in the Bible to mean careless; not

b0 jcabe .t T, ALl Heba 213 12 Pet. Lild,

c. Nelglected is used to mean "to view amiss, overlook, neglect. A, 6:l.

d. Neglect is used to mean "to hear amiss, disregard.' Mt. 18:17.

e. Many would be alarmed to hear about one stealing an orphan's food
but t e same ones see no wrong in neglecting to give 1t to-him in
the first place., ) '

2. A1l 46 verses of Matthew 25 warn against the sin of negletct.
~a. The five foolish virgins were not condemned because they were
immoral, but because they neglected to mrepare. Mt. 2571-13,

b, The one-talent man was not condemhed because he ‘just had one tal-
ent nor because he was a wicked man, but because he neglected his
one talent. Mt. 25:14-30, :

c. Some in the judgment will beplaced on the left hand because they
neglected to feed fhe hungry, give dirnk to the thirsty, etc.

Mt. 25:31“46- (»F. dﬂ,j’;%g/: ?:/ﬂ = ;
3. If God has commanded”us to assemble and wordiip, theﬁnegrecting of
thisis sin. B iAo '

Discussion. ' ‘ |
/. GOD HAS COMMANDED US TO ASSEMBLE AND WORSHIP.
1/' K. The word worship in its different forms appears 191 times in the
Bible; 115 times in the Old Testament and 76 times in the N.T.
B. Worship-"The Greek word denotes an act of reverence whether paid
to a creature (see ch. 4:9; 18:26) or to the Creator (see
ch., 4:10)." TFootnote, ASV. at Mt. 2:8.° e

C. We must worship God in "spirit and in truth." Jn. 4:23,24.

D. Jesus said worship the Lord thy God. Mt. 4:10.

E. A worshipper of God is pleasing to him. Jn. 9:31, :

F. The Hebrew writer tells us to not forsake the &ssembling of our-
selves together. Heb. 10:25.

B. Therefore, since God has commanded worship, a fialure to worship is
failing to obey Gos's commend, and a faikure to obey his command is
sin,

II. NOT ONLY IS NEGLECTING THE WORSHIP A SIN, BUT IT CAUSES OTHER SINS.

A, The sin of ignorance.

1. It was ignorance that c¢rucified Jesus, Acts 3:15-17.

2. It was ignar ance that caused the Jews to establish their own
righteousness. Rom. 10:1-3. -

3. It is igna ance that alienates men from the "life of God."
Bphe L3118,

L¢ God does not want us to be ignorant. Rom. 1:13; 1 Cor. 10:1;

]

L2vls 2iBors k18 1 Thess: 4il3s
. God once overlooked ignorance, but now commands ment to repent.

Ay 17430,

6. Ignorance is overcome by studying God's word and worshipping.
1 Pety., 2:2; 2 Pet, 3118, :

B. The sin of burying one's talent. Mt. 25:18.

1. Impossible to develop into a strong, useful servent of God
without attending the services of thechurch,

2. God commands certain acts of worship.

3, ‘Performence of them necessary to develop certain talents.



C. The sin of a bad influence. .
1. Christians are to be Salu and 11bht to the world. Mt. 5:13-
163 Phil., 2:14-16+
2 Only Christians who attend the services of the shurch and
worship God regularly are setting a good examplé& before
their nelghbors. The story is told of a nan who was unable
to hear anything, but ‘he never missed a service of the
church. One day a friend wrote on a picce of paper these
word and hadned them to hipg. "Uncle George, why is it you
attend dll the services ofthe church sinceyou ‘are unable
to hear what is being said?" Uncle George replied, ‘"It is
true I am unable to hear but I attend the services becOaue
j : ** T want my neighbors to know whose side I am or,"
III. HOW OFTEN ARE WE TO ASSEMBLE AND WORSHIP?
; A, Every firsgt day of the week. ' .
1. The early Christiens met on the fist day of the week. Acbs
- 2037,
2. The Corinthians were told to give on the flrst day of ‘the
S SWweEk s 1 Odr. 161l 2,
3. Many' of the church fathers say the Chrlgtwans net on the
first day of thetweek,
B Theéchurch in Jerusalem met daliy-tO'worshlp and study. Acts
20l 8
9, Circumstances made it possible for them to do ‘this.
2. Would we be willing to meet daily if ' we had opportunity.
C. Anytime thet elders deem wise and necessary to feed' the flock.
1, Elders are to feed the flock of God. Acts 20128y 1'Pet. 5:2,
2. Christians are to obey and submit to the elders. Heb. 13:17.
What about a Christian that wilfully and deliberately misses
_the services on Wednesday night? : .

COhC]HulOﬂ-

ﬁl' Quote Heb lO 25 aga 1n.' Don't neglect the serviceg;}
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THE SERIOUS SIN OF NEGLECTING WORSHIP 6% 111
(Heb. 10FZ25) . ; A5
(No. 2) ‘ K

Introductions: ! "

1. In our last study we observed that neglect is a dangerous and condemn-
ing sin, that Uod has commanded worship and that to neglect the wor-
ship and services is a sin. e _ s

2. But many that are committing the sin are perfectly satisfied about the
whole matter. They have convinced themselves that God will accept ex-
cuses in plac%ug; obedience. They have not yet learned that even
sacrifice will replace obedience. 1 Sam. 15:22. ' ;

Digcussion. =" oA '
L. ARE_THERE NOT SEVERAL ACCEPTABLE EXCUSES FOR MISﬁTNG WORSHIP?
' A, Excuse making is a dangerous habit.
1. Webster defines an exause as M"chat which is offered as a reason
for being excused," .
2., Jesus shows that excuses will cause men to be condemned to eter-
nal destruction. Luke 1h:15-24.
3.« Every time one makes an excuse he should remember 2 Cor. 5:10.
B, What are the most common excuses offered for neglecting the servi-
ces of the church? . .
1. "We had sickness." - .

2. 1f there is an acceptable reasomn for missing the services,
surely this is.it. God does not expe ¢t the impossible,

b.' But our very sympathetic atvitude toward those that say they
are sick may in some cases be nothing but falee kindness, be-

¢ cause CGod may ask: Did it hinder you from work, redreation,
school? What mede you sick---staying up late Saturday night,
overindulging? We are to be temperate, you know. 1 Cor. 9:20,

¢. And isn't it strange thet it takes the whole family on Sunday:
to take care of one sick member, but the maid can do it on

- Monday or he can- stay by himselr? '
2., "We had company." vt . .

2. Many feel that if they have company then its prfectly alright
to stay at home and entertain their company. . .

b. ITts notrude to invite them to go with you. Emily Post, if you
are worrisd about ethics, says it is notrude.

c. Take your choice: Stay ab home and please your company; abt-
tend the services and please God.

3, "I don't have a wgy %o go ©to the services."

2. Have you really sacriiiced GO have a way to go? Lk. 9:23. How
do you go to the doctor, recreation, town, work, etc? Most of
us manage to go where we really want Lo go.

b. Ask the brethren to bring you. Christians are help bear one
another's burdens. Gal. %:2. £ /

L. "I go pretty-regularly. I don't think every Sunday 1s necessggz."

a. Did you ever stop Lo realize that Toretty-regular™ goers are
also "pretty-regular" missers? ' _

b. When you miss "pretty-regular™ when does it become a sin?

c. When your denominational neighbor argues that. it is not ne-=
cessary to observe the Lord's Supper every first day of the
week, what do you say, when by your "sretty-regular" atten-
dance you argue the same thing?

O



i

/

d. Can a "pretty-regular" attender fulfill Acts 20:7, 1 Cor,
15: 58, Heb. 1031252

5. "Nobody W1ll miss me."
a. God will miss you. Mt. 18:20,
b. If the church does not miss you, then you need to do more | |
so you will be missed or wake up a dead church. The only
body that doesn't miss its members is & dead body.
6. "ie had‘'a death in our femily." ¢
a., One needs God more than ever when this occurs.
b. Service to God comes even before burylngthe dead. Mt Sy 2
224
IT., WHAT SHOULD ONE DO THAT IS GUILTY OF NEGLECTING THE UORSH1P<AND
SERVICES OF THE CHURCH? .
K. Peter told an erring Christian to "repent. . .and pray God."
Acts 8:12,18-22. Sl
Bu.-Public . 81n like neglecting the services of the. church calls
for public confession. Jas. 5:16.
L. MBut neglect is not serious enough sin to require publlc con-
Yession, M
a. Mdn would say that Uzzah touchlno the grk (such a little
hing and done in all 51ncer1ty) was™serious enough for
God to strike him dead, but God” did. Z Sam. 6:6,7.
b. Sin, any sin, is serious enough to keep one out "of heaven.
Rev. 21% 27 e
2."But people will know I've repented mhen I start back worship-
ping regularly." .
a., The Pharisees didn't miss a Sabbath Day but that didn't
prove they were sorry for rejecting the Lord.

: ‘ b, Besides, why take a chance, when' Jas, 5:16, is so plain,

B. One must begin to worshlp God regularly. Heb. 10: 2),26 e Y

Conclusion.

Belowed, neglectlng Lhe worshlp and services of the church is a
gin, I believe all cen see this, but will we be hearers or doers of
the word? Jas. 1:22; Mt. 7:26,27. If you have been neglecting the
services what do you plan to: do about it?
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WILL A MAN ROB GOD? : M
Mele 3:6=10=--
) )76

| Introduction.
1

f"} Ls

Tn 606 B.C. the Babylonians carried the Jews into captivity (thelast
group in 586 B.C.) where they remained for 70 years. In 537 B.C. the
Medo-Persians overcame the Babylonians and Cyrus gave a decree that
all the Jews could return to Jerusalem that desired to do so. (2
Chron. 36:22,23; Lzra 1:1-3). Zerubbabel and 50,000 Jews, in 5306
B.C., returned to Jerusalem and begen to rebuild the temple. Enemies
hindered the work and it was stopped for 15 years, (Ezra 4) In 521
B.C., the 2nd year of Derius' reign, God raised up Haggai and Zdch -
arigh to stir up the work and complete the temple. (Bzra 5:1-3; 06
14,16) In the 7th year of Artaxerxes (around 457 B.C.) Ezra led a
second group back to restore the worship (bzra 7) and 13 years later
Nehemiah led the third group back to rebuild the walls around the city
of Jerusalem. (Neh. 2) During the period following the rebuilding

of the walls the spirituality of Israel reached & low ebb, Rich
Jews were mistreating their poor brethren (Neh. 5:1ff); God!'s house
was forsaken (Neh. 13:11); They were intermarrying (Neh. 13) and
neglect in general prevailed. :

Tt was during tois period that Malachi came on the scene. He accused
them of #ailing to honor God. (1:6); offering polluted bread (1:7);
of fering the -sick, lame end blind animals (1:8,13,14) and of wearieing

+ - God with their words (2:17)

[

élo?g with all these sins they were guilty of reobbing Ged. (Mal. 3:
9 _

b

a, They asked: "Wherein have we robbed thee?"

b. God answered: "In tithes and offerings."

There are many woys one may rob God--rob him ef service, talents,
glory, honor, of true worship, missingthe services, etc--=but in this
lesson we are pri merily concerned with: . :

Discussion.

L

HOW MEN ROB GOD FINANCIALLY TODAY?
A. By not giving at all.
1. Some members of the church are unfortunate and unable te give
at all, but should attend the services and do what they can.
2 Cor, 8:12, g i
2. Some are able to give, but are trying to hitc¢hhike a ride te
heaven. (Likethe Dead Sea) ‘ ¢
3, Some are not giving because they are saying "7t is CGerwan."

a, The Pharisees said a men was free of obligatien te his parents
if he said what he had was "Corben, that is te say, a gife .M
(Mk. 7:9-12) ’

b. Meny today  say "It is Corben"---1 am taking care of my father
and mother or some other causes-{-~Thereby thinking they &are
free of their obligations to God. ¢ !

¢. Then others are’saying "I don't give because I am investi ng
my money. I don't have much cash." This is just another way

e of saying "it is Corban." S ; :
B. By withholding part gnd not giving as much we_ should,
.1. In the time of Malachi they were robbing God by giving him a part
of the tithe and offering. ) !

a. Under the law the tithe was the least they could give. Lev. 71
30. i

b. The Jews robbed God by failing to bring "all the tithes" ("the
whole tithe", @SV) into the warehouse., Mal. 3:6-10.




¢. They robbed God then, not because they were not giving at all, but
because they were failing to give the amount God required.

To day we are to give as God has prospered us. 1 Cor. 16:1,2.

a. If we fail to give as we have been prospered have we not robbed
God? If not, why not? i3 =

b. If a men ought to give ten dollars and gives, only five, has he n\)
robbed God of five dollars? If he ought to give four' and gives

. only two hashe not robbed God of two dollars?

c. Hard to believe any Christian would deliberately take money out of

. the collection plate, but a man is just as guilty when he robs by
failing to give. ‘

giving God the leftovers.

D. By

Tn Malachi's day God was receiving the leftovers.
a. "Polluted bread upon the altar." Mal. 1l:7. J

'b. Blind, sick and leme animals. Meal. 1:8. o

c. They were making little or no sacrifice and Gteying to get God to
accept what was of little value to them.

Many Christians are giving God the leftovers today.

a. Meny are giving God a part of what they have left over after all
the bills are payed.

b. "According to our prosperity" must come from what we earn, not
from what we have left over.

(1) The widow gave out of "her want", lk. 12:41-44. (The Lord
judges our giving not only by what we give, but by what we
have, left over and the sacrifice we pake.)

(2) The lMacddonians gave out of cheir poverty. 2 Cor. 8:1-5.

(3) David said: "Neither will I offer burnt offerings unto the
Lord my God of that which doth cost me nothing." 2 Sam 2h4:2L4,

missing the worship and never giving thet we would have given had we

attended,

1.
¢ 2o
2

. BY

When you miss a Sunday do you double your contribution che next Sux( )
day?

"Buty someone objects "if I never place it in the basket it doesn't
belong to God." ) _ )

mjiccording to our prosperity" belongs to God each first day of the
week whether it ever gets into the basket.

not giving a part of the bonuses, gifts or other benefits we enjoy

besides our regular salarys,

II.WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF ROBBING Gdb?
Ao The church is robbed of progress.

i

1.
2

Tf we had the money the entire world could be emengelized in the next
few years. . -

Tf each member would give more freely, tracts, missionaries, etc.
could be sent into all the world. :

B. The lost are robbed of salvation.

Las
2

3.

Tt is God's plan to save the world through preaching. 1 Gor. 1:21.
But how shall they hear without a preacher? Rom., 10 10,15
@nd how shall preachers be sent without funds?

C. The poor are robbed of needed help,

des
e
D. We

256,000 homeless children end Christiens taking care of about 1%.
Why? In most cases a lack of funds.
rob ourselves.

1.

2

Of many blessings.” A. 10:35. ~ A
2. The dJews robbed themselves when they robbed God. Mal. 3:10.
b. We rob#s ourselves when we rob God. 2 Cor. 9:6-8.

0f salvation. Dishonest people will not enter heaven. Rev. 21327+ 4. J

GOﬁ'S RULES FOR QUR GIVING., 1 Cor., 16:1,2; ‘2 Cor. Q3657 s

A When? "upon the first day of the Week"--~16:2. (Importance of every fir

day.

B th? flet everyone of you"—~-l6:2.

s it
i

(=]

"
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T. WY MUST CHRISTTANS FORGIVE O ANOTSIRR? - ‘

. III, HOW MUST WE FORGIVE ONE ANCTHER?

,' | * olleb <385 " Ao

: $ ' bljpr?.GIVﬁNE Sre R ’ . 3 £
(T 000l i ME, 18:21~35 g ; i
152 ‘ : . ;
o= - ; |
(@ ;RopuCTION: [
o) 1. One .of the most irmportant and /desirable characteristics of the heart is ‘forgiveness. ]
i Three kindred spirits 6f the heart are giving, thanksgiving and forgiving. Uhere %

one found they are all generally. il i !

[ 5

2o In answer to Peter's question "Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against ne, and
I forgive him?" Jesus gives the f0110w1n parabler : : :
as Read ‘or /quote Mte 18 23=35, i : ’
bs «The Lord represents the kingdom of héaven, his servant Christians, the reckoning
» .18 typical of God'!'s judgement of us, the ten thousand talents flé 000,000) 4
represent our sins against God, the helplessness of the servaht to Ua represents
our inabllity to forgive our ‘sins, the Lor‘d'c mercy repreqents God's mexcy in forg
iving our sins. v sl . A J y
¢s The fellow~servant is a orother in Christ, the one hundred pence (417.00) !
‘ represents our sins against one another, theAservanb taking his debtor by the_
throat represents our attitude toward our brethren, the sorrow of the_servants
! represents the sorrow of saints when tﬂey'see children of Gpd unwillding to 1)
i forgive, and God's wrath and: punlshment is seen toward the/ unfdrtTlvmu servent. |
g B This parab]e clearly pictures God's attitude toward an unforr1v1n spirit and T
§ certainly some guestions about forgmveneus are in order, ' 5 ; b Wil %
g 3

As God commands it. Mke 11:25; Coly 3+ 13. (This cemmand is 'just as ‘eszential
as any other one God has given,) ik oty B e ;
| B! (Christ hhs ‘set the example of forﬁlveness. X : 3 -
SR o ‘1. Christ never aks us to do anything he has never done before nse s
|| ”gﬂ' (The lone exception being repentance. Y ; »
'f«m”f 4591 2+ While hanging on the cress he said, “Father, fOPLlVé them, for they knou
! not' what. they do."IK. 234534, i
it "C4 ' Because we ourselves have besn forﬁlven. Eph. b3323 Col. '3 19. (How ¢0W”iving,;£-
this ought to'make us, ‘ Sy i
D.' In order that 'we may receive forgiveness in the fubure, = ¢ | N
: 150 T et 10 Toxglve, the father will forgive us. Mbe 631k Mk. 11825o- Bl
.24 If werefuse to forgive the father will not forgive us. Mt 63 15§ Mo 1132
as The man that refuses to forgive better pray that he never' sin,
be A few years ago Bro. Jean Thornton was in a meeting at Greanwoedy-MiSS. Sl
! One member of the congregation has sinned, but had make o public oonfess~#
ion and asked the congregationls fbrgiveness, The congregation as a
AN vwhole had- forgiven her, bub one-woman said-to Bro-Thronton one' HLIW,7~ﬁ;
; UTr1] never forgive h@r." Bro. Thornton said' 'to the woman, “”ncn Jou'd ,'}
: { hetter pray-that you never need forp1veneuu.ﬂA" : 2 : 3 _}ﬁ
IT, HOW OFTEN SHOULD WE FORGIVE? G T I APAe %
Ay Peter'asked "Lord, hmroﬁ;Jmﬂ.mrhmﬂmrsn1aauwtm% and T ﬂmgwehﬁﬂf A
{ 7411 seven bimes?h Mt. 18:2L, s
i . ; 1, 'Many of the Gews taught that to forgive three timé% was, sufflclenb
i - and Peter must have thought that seven would be more than enoughs
: 2. Jesus said, "Until seventy times seven.," Mb; 18:22, .
E ! ae This does not teaeh that we are to keep a reéord and when e ﬁpve
s mrnwml&Obmwswecmmmntxom@vm
_ be There is to be no end to our forgiveness, RS
e Be. In another place Jesus taught that we must forgive seven tlmes a day lf dur

brother asks our forgiveness. Lk, 17:3,4.

Even as God hath forgiven us, Eph, 4232,
Lol CA hearb full of conpabslon toward those that ask our forgiveneos. Mt. 18.

! . e Travae 'T"_.f




s g

; At G,,;The lord Jesus Christ prayed for those that nailed him to the crpss, "Father

S

2., Torgive and forget, Heb. 8:12 (God forgives and forgets).
" a, Such thoughts as "I'1ll forgive, but I won!t forget! have no place.
b. Such thought as "I'1l forgive, but I won't speak or shake hands with himheo
are not a part of forgiveness, 7 it
B, TFrom the heart.. Mb., 18:35 (Forgiveness is more than mere words,)
Co (Copty from 2plae gecpe)
IV. WHAT ARFE THE-RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE OFFENDER AND THE G“FI]’ DED IN FORGIVENESS?
Ae The offender's responsibility.
1. He must repenti Lke 17:3. :
2, Ye must ask his brother's forgiveness. Mt. 5:21-26, (One must try to be
recovgilcd to his brother before he can worship God acceptably, )
_ 3+ Pride con easily become a barrier to meeting this responsibility.
Bs'  The of”ended's responsibility.
1. ; He must rebuke the offender. Lk. 17:3.
a. In private. Mt., 18:15.
' ba  In the spirit of meekness, Gal. 6:l.
2o He must, if the offender refuses to hear him, take two or three 0uherJ and

ey talk to him. Mb. 18116, e

3. . He must tell it to the church if the man refuses bo hear the tvo or three ]
. witnesses, Mbt. 18:17, :
Lo . He must wibthdraw his fellowship from the man and 1reat |xun "as: 8, heatrwnnnnan
and publicen! if he refuses to hear the church, Mb. 18:17.
5, On the other hand he must forgive, even seven times a day, if the brother '
repents and asks forgiveness., Lke 17:4e 5 4
V., SOME BIBLE EXAMPLES OF FORGIVENESS. . .~ - /7, 13 5 | : L
' A, Joesph forgives his brothers., ;
1. Give a brief account (as time permits) of what, Joseph's brotuers had done to i
2. Joesph makes himeelf known to his brothers and assures them that all is. |
Y forgiven, Gen. 45:1-15, '»ﬁflfgy
3+ After Jacob's death Joseph's brother feared he would have them put to deatn~=
: but he again assures them they are forgiven. Gen. 50:15-21.
Eas e Dav1d -even after Savl. had tried to kill him, refused to take Saul's,life because
A he ua% God's anointed, L Sam. 24 (A brother is God's anointed, )
Ce Stephen, the first Christian martyr, cried to God "Lord, lay not this sin to
Wy bheir char"e)" regard1ng those that were stoning him to ﬁeath. Agts 7:0604

"

forgive’ them, for they know not what they do," Lke 23:8h :
OWCLUSION.
M;EL of the trouble 1n_LhemchuLch_and_behueenﬂbrethrcn is over 11tblpgy4;,,a,“Lh1Qg§. i
that could . easily be forgiven.  M"An example of this'used so often by the late T. Q. Martis.
In Tstill County, Kentucky, at the little yillage of Irvine, the county seat, this incident
eccurred, A doctor remarked concerning two young meh - roommateu home from oollore who
had just left his office — "The Taylor boy is a brighter boy thad the W1liams beys!
A lady in the office.heard it and went and told lMrs, Williams before going homes = She
alse told ether people:that the doctor had said the Taylor boy was a*brighter boy than
the Williams bey, These twe families had been friends in years gone by. Their sons
were. roommates at college but this little remark on the part of the doctor was magnigied
until the two families had a falling out, The boys returned to. college but they would
not room together anymore., They graduated from college. One:became a lawyer, the other !
a doctor.. They seltled in the Jllla;e of Irvine, One Auguest: when the election had grown
quite hot, these two young men met on'the street and engaged in an argument, One drew
his plstol and shot the other, That one, as he fell, drew his pistol and shot the other.
_Both.boys were killed, One of them, just before he dled siad, "How foolish,.How fooli ®" Eﬁ
how foolishl heeetrimess - -
These two mothers, broken hearted, continued to live in the little village of Irvine,
A short time later one of the mothers said, "I am going over to see the other lady," Her
‘husband said, "She!ll spit in your face if you go over there." She prepared sole rose
cuttines, went over to see the lady and said, MI am going to plant some rose cubtings,
Team going ‘to plantoone on your boyl!s grave., I want you to plant one on my boy'!s grave."
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