Qe
b.
Cs

€,

£

3+ Aged women are to teachy Dibie 23ly5.

Sobriety-=Prudent; sound mznded above reproacl self-controlled.
To love their husbands. More women need to be ueught this,
To love their children.

(1) Under Jewish law a woman felt ashamed and dlsgraced if she could
not have children, (Hannah, Sarah)

(2) Today meny men and women need to be taught to have chlldren and
then love them,

To be discreet. Sound and wise in Judgment.

Chaste, FPure from carnaltiy; modest. (One of the greatest needs of our

society since dmmorality abounds on every hand, If the church doesn&t
set a standard here, where is the stopping point.)
Keepers at Home,

(1) Does God give any non-essontlal commands? No! This not a poplar
command to obey today. It is more poplar to teach young women how
to be a good business woman than a mother.

(?) Today there are about 22,500,000 women working. By 1970 it is es-
timated that there will be 30 000,000. In 1920 of the additional
%3 800”000 additional working women 4,@00,000 were wives. (Courier
Journal ug.“} 1960; Jackson Sun, Dec. 27, 1962)

(3) If you are, no worklng at public work, and 01rcum3uanpes do not de=-
mand, it;, then think. about these thlngs
(a) Whatkdoes Titus 2:5 mean? ;

(b): It causes women to neglect the Lord's work, Woman gt Middleton
began publlC work and had to give up some things. She gave up
her class, Some of you are doing the same thing., .
{c) It causes women to neglect their home and children, .
-=-=You come' home tired and irritable, Isn't it enough that chil-
dren have to face such a father?

-==You force yourself to do many home duties. Life becomes mons

otous. Your husband shows less interest, etc. {
» ===Unable to be with your clildren and exerc;se proper diseln
pline and they become hard to manage.
(d) Causes many women to have less respect for their husbands. Here's

'< ~ Why:

=~=]oTe 1ndependent. This was found to be one of the leadlug
causes of so many dlvorces in Germany following World War
IT.
‘ -~—Because others see you at your best all the tlme, compllment
@ » you, your husband fails to do so and tension arises,

(e) Working mothers are a contributing factor to Juvenile Uelinquency

-~=Judge Kermit Y, Rooke, Richmond Times D:spatch Jan, 2, 1960;
Working mothers one of the leading factors in dellnouency.
~--=Judge San Tetum: " As T try children who come before me for
violating the law, I find that ninety per ‘cent¥ of these
children are from what is known as the broken homes, The
father and mother separated; father and mother divorced;
or father and mother both work;ng, or father gone yonder
some where leaving the 'rasponsibility of the femily on the

mother." (The Home, p. 82)
-~=J, Bdgar Hoover has come out with like statements,

G aln many cases it costa a woman to work, (Fill out this list and
see .what you make)Clothes, transportation, Child care, house-
hold help, extra office expenses (showers, parties) medls out,
higher shopping costs, other, 0f course money is not the real
reason many women work, but rather to get awey from their fam=-,
ily and home respon51b111t1es.

(g) It gives the opponent an occasion to blaspheme., Cf. David.2 Sam,

LR lh; Pab s U8 5s0 Ly
g. Good., Beneficial; Morally clean,
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"HONOR THY FATHER AND THY MOTHERW
< o Exodus 20:12

Introduction.

Le

Read or qguote the text,.

2. In 1956, Judge Samuel 3, Leibowitz, of Brooklyn's highest criminal court, who had
spent 21 years as a criminal lawyer, 16 years in the criminal courts, made a trip to
Italy. His purpose was to find out why Italy, of the Western countryes, had the
lowest: juvenile delinquency rate, After weeks of traveling from city to city he
came away convince that the real reason is that "The young people in Italy respect
authority." One high school principle in Milam told him "the child who respects
his father and mother, too, will respect his teacher, the laws of his country, the
policeman, the elders around him, etce"
3. "The obliration of filial respect, love, and reverence is so 1ngt1nct3vely felt by
all, that the duty has naturally found a place in every moral code." (Pulpit Com,
Tole I, Poe 13_))
a. An ancient HEgyptien author, Pthhhotep said "the duty of fi 1Lal pilety is strictly
inculcated," . .
be Confucius, in China, founded.his whole moral system upon the principle of
parental avthority, . .
ce T he main foundation of the polibical edifice in Rome was built on the pr1nc101e
of parental authority.
Le In this-study let's consider:
Discussion, 1
I, . WHAT DOES IIONO? AND OREY. MEAN? ~

A. Wilson defines honor "; . « LO regard, treat, or practically declare as worthy of
honour," ; .
3o Morgan defines honor "to attach weﬂrnt to' to put in the place of superiority;
to hold in high opinion; to reverence,.in the best sense of the word," (The Ten
. Commandments, p. 55)
C. "Esteen dve or paid to worth; manifestation of respect; hence, faxe° 01od1t good
name." (Webster)
D, The word honor involves:
1. Reverence or respect. Lev, 19:32,
2. The following of advice., Prov, 1:8; 23:22
3. Obedience, Eph, 6:1; Col, 3:20
L. Support when needed. . :
ae. Jesus told the Pharisees they failed to honor their parents when they with-
held their support. Matti 15:1-6 s
. b. The barbarians on the isle of lMelita "honored" Paul and his company with
many "honors", Acts 28:10 : :
¢+ The church is to~Mhonor widows that are widows indeed™, 1 Tim. 5:3

B, Tt has at least a threefold applicabion thenl

1, It has application to the parents to train their ¢ ildren to bbey and honor
them, Eph, 6:4 "Let there be a return on the part of parents to.the high ideals
of their own holy posi cwon, and there will assuredly be a return on the part o
children to the pathway of obedience to the command Lo honor father and mother.'
(Go Campbell Morgan)

2. It has application to the period of childhood which.involves ob°dljence. mAt first
the baby must be carried. Later, it learns to walk, holding its mother's hand;
still Tau,r, it learns to walk alone, Up to about ten the child thinks its
parents know everything. At.about sixteen the child is not so sure about its

. parents, At nineteen the child feels it has surpassed the parents in knewledge
and at twenty-two he completely out=grows the parent, But at thiity we remem—
ber that our parents were right abodt a lot of things, and at forty we decide
they were just about perfect. (Charles L. Allen, God's Psychiatry, p. 59)

Ephe 621, : ' g
3¢ It has application to the period of adult life,
a. The duty to honor parents does not cease with childhood,



b, Jesus! words in Matt. 15:5,6 were not addressed to children, but adults,

c. "This cormandment was not addressed originally to . . » children., It was ad-
dressed to the same men who were to bid to keep the other commandments. It was
addressed to men who were gray as well as to men who were young. No man ever
P"-“o“r so wise or so great that it is not incumbent upon him to honor his

Pather and his mother., The coming-of-age in a legsal sense is a wise limitatiown
upor certain lines of obedience., There is a period in our lives when our
parents have the right to command us. After that, they lose the right to

:~wnd and demand obedience, but they never lose the right to claim our hon-

' (C.B. McAfee)

F. "To honor fabher end mother is to discharge faithfully theduties the child owes
them==obedience in chlldhaod reonpct reverence thronh life, tender care, and sup=
port in old age, and V“puq”“c and love.at all times." (D. Lipscomb)

G."This precept th refore prollOltS, not only all 1n31:10uo acts, irreverent and.unkind

. speeches to parento, but enjoins all necessary acts of kindness, filial respect
and obedience," (A. Clarke)

II. WHY SHOULD FATHER AND MOTHER BE OBRYED AND TONORED?

First, it is a command of God. Ex, 20:12; Lev, 19:3; Deut. 5:16; Prov, 1.8
6:20; ??.MZ; Mk, 7:10; Eph, 6:1,2; Col. )..O.
Be oecvnd it is the first commandment with promise. Lph,.6:2
Le "tnqt thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee."
Ex, 20:12; Eph, 6:3
a. This originally applied to long life in the land of Canaan. Dt. L4:40; 5316
b. Obedient children as a general rule, live longer than disobedient children
becuase the habit of obedience to a f?ﬂm Christian rule, formed early in
life, the habit of self-control, self-respect, diligence, faithfulness,
kiﬂdnebo, etc., so essential to hapwlness and success in life. 5
2, Mhat it may be well with thee," Dt, 5:16; Eph. 6:3. Wm, Masselink once said,
"Young men, and young women tell mv whether you are obedient Lo your parents
and I will tell you your future,'

C. The Lord Jesus set the example of obedi nce and honor to parents., Luke 2:51,52

D. Parents know more than their children, therefore a wise son will listen to hws

father!s instructions. Prov. 13:1. (Children don't always appreciate thelr par-

ents! wisdom, Mark Twain, returning home after a few years absence, was surprlsed
to see how much hls father had learned.)

B, Children are not able to guide themselves. Prov. ?2 15. (Young people, JOU den't
dlwavs agrze with your purents and you think you know more than they do, but theyl!ve
traveled this road before, Respect their ngdaace.)

. Obedienct children are a blessing to society.

+, Disobedient children are abominable in God's sight.,

1, Under the law of lMoses a disobedient, rebellious son was stoned to death, Fx.

212173 Deut, 21:18-21,

"Cursed be he that setteth light by his father em® his mother." Dt, 27:16.

Jesus said one of the prevailing practices in the wicked days just before the

destruction of Jerusalem would be "children shall rise up against their parents."

Mk, 13:12 ) .

L. "Disobedient to parents" is found in one ofthe blackest catalogue of sins in
the Bible., Rom, 1:30
5, "Disobedient to parents" is placed by Paul between "blasphemers".and "unthankfult
: in 2 Timy 331,2,

IIT. SOME WAYS IN WHICH PARENTS ARE-TO BE HONORED.

A. By treating them with respect at all times, (Observe the respect of Solomon for
his mother even after he was on the throne,) 1.Kgs. 2:19

B. By showing gratitu.de to them for all they have done amd are doing for us.

Ce By being obedient.and submissive to thoir wishes at all times.

D. By being helpful to them in the work that needs to bhe done, {

E. By placing confidence in them,

F. By supporting them in their old age if tnnJ need it., 1 Tim. 5:4.
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Conclusion

1. "The fifth commandmentis the guardian of the home, As suxh, it represents the
most urgent business on the agenda of the hjman race at the present hour in the
world's history., Godless forces are loose in the world, and every stable and worthy
institution is threatened by the resurgence of evil on a scale unmabtched in history."

Coffman, p. 69)

2, "Let children, however, remeimber that ewerything depends for them upon their obed-
jence bo this fifth commandment of the Decalogue. Their relation to the first
four '"Words'! is proved by their attitude to this, Infidelity, sacrilege, profenity,
rebellion, are all ineluded in the sin of failing to honor parents. It is equally
true that all the following commands are included in the fifth, Children that
honor their parents will be saved from murder, impurity, theft, slander, and coveb-
ousness." (G. Campbell Morgan, pe 64)






MARRIAGE AND THE HOME : s

' (NOa l) : ,.\ ) /, L
WHY - :STUDY . IT2 . A ;

¥ Imtroduction, ’

T, There has never been a time in the history of ‘the r]d when kesson
"Marriage and the Home™" were more needed.%éy@)ﬁhaygaA%éézyzé{2%%%;i§;é%22f;
2. Although more detailed reasons for this study will be given LR THeTo 2
are three reasons: ; : ;
a2, I promised myself that' I would preach on the subject at least once a |
year. : '
b. The elders requested the subject be preached once a year.
~c. Many Christian homes are not what they should be,
135 1let us consider: "ihy Study It27 !

Discussion. |
I, FIRST, BECAUSE OF THE IMPORTANCE OF MARRIAGE. i
A. It is important because God has definite laws and instructions about f

1. To honor and obey God's laws is to be obedient to God and obedience
to God results in happiness. Psa. 128:1, :

2, Jesus gave emphasis to the importance of obeying God's laws in
marriage when he said, "From the beginning it heth not been so,."

3. God intendeq for us to act in certain ways in regard to marriage,
B. It 12 important because of the tremendous consequences of marriage,

1. Marriace implies tremendous consequences for the two parties who
are being married--the bride and groom.
L a. "People who marry will, in that marriage gain a little taste of
1 heaven or a little taste of hell., Marriage can either degrade or
i elevate and every person who is involved in it. It will either
tend to integrate one's personality and help him to be the kind
of person he should be, or else it will tend to disintegrate his
personality." (Thomas Warren) : SR L !
b. "The highest happiness on earth is in marriage. Every man who
is happily married is a successful man even if he has failed in
everything else. And every man whose marriage is a failure is
not a successful man even if he has succeeded in everything
else." (William Lyon Phelps) . 90
2. Marriage is of tremendous dmportance to the children wio. came. ag.f
result of the union. The atmosphere {Ilove or hate) in which chil-
dren grow up will determine the## personality.=g% ;
: 3, Marriage is important.to. the family. of both the bride and.grool
What happens in the marriage 'will vitally affect the lives of "the
‘parents., ' e 3
Lie Ma?ﬁiggekis important because it so tremendouslyfaffects the com-
miinity.and the nation. T 5 ,
a, It &Es\because of the degradation of the relationship between
" the sexés-that God destroyed Sodom-and Gomorrah., Gene 19. ;
b. Breakdown of-marriage and the hotie brought the destruction of
Rome and Franc®es. S ' .
ce The marriage relatlonship s at the very heart of the moral fibre
of any peoples, Cf., Prove-1§t34. L
ds Our nation is being.vitallyaffected by what its people are doing
in regard td.-marriage, The moral fibre of a nation cannot rise
i e above it attitudes and practices in marriage. '
II. SECOND, BECAUSE OF THE EFFORTS THAT ARE CURRENTLY BEING MADE-TO DESTORE «
MARRIAGE AND THE HOME. : o

A. First, let us look at the del;ﬂérate consc¢iou ; . nists

|
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to destory the home,

(1. Communitst envision the time when there will be neither capital nar
family,

7 . ,8. "The bourgeois claptrap about the family and education, about

C}ngruuﬁn the hallowed co-relation of parent and child. . ." So you see,

?Ef:géjtk to Communists, to speak of the relationship of husband and w1fe
as being hallowed, sacred, or bound up with honor in any way 'is
just so much claptfhp.

b. "The burgeois family will vanish as a matter of course when its
complement (prossitution) vgniches, and both will vanish with
the vanishing of capital." “Communists envision the time when
there will be neither capital nor family. They tie together
individual freedom, the right of free enterprise, marriage and
the family as we know them, as they are guaranteed by our con=-

stitution, and throw them into the same traesh-can,"(Thomas °
Warren)

lomg

parents of the chlldren ‘but to the state.

a, This theory has been mgde concrete in Red China where governmenf
official have separated husband from wife and parents from chil-
dren. Allowed them to be together only a short while every so
often. Effort’ to reduec to level of animals and pawns of the
state,

b Dlametrleally opposed to what Goﬂ's word teacbes about marriage.,

a. They claim that as long &s women remain in the home and do ‘only |
' housework they are mere parasites on societye. ‘«e
b. They claim women must pull their lodd if production is to be e
raised and for this reason they take them out of the home and
place them in factories and ‘on farms. Ly
ce "The breakup of the family--the degrddatiqn of marriage--is &
central to the.Communist LhGOTYo"(,paaggﬂJ |
B, Second, let us look at the indelilerate, perhaps unconscious, efforts
to destroy marriage and the home, !
1., In our nation there is no deliberate concerted attagk marriag
and the home, but they are crumbling nGVPruhele%s.:ziﬁéa /awazzni
(?. One thing that is happening to Amerjcd-~~People do not believe they 4
. muot obey God.
« "The Bible is a back-number™ is the cry of multitudes.
7 ~ b No religion or just any religion 1s as good as the religion of
' Christ to most people,
Ce Mooernlsm, which denies the basic fundamentals of Chrlst .anity,
is rampant on evcrj hand, »
Another thing is the ease with which divorce is obLalned.
a, 1 out of 3 marriages ending in divorce.
be Our courgs, for trlfllng redsons, granting divorce to those that

-~

JMW. :
which threaten‘the€ purit

a, "Free-love is the practice of living openly with one of the op-
posite sex at pleasure, and without marriage

b."Companionate marriage 1g a proposed form in which birth control
would be legalized énd controlled, and childless couples would
be granted a divorce by mutual consent. (No financial claim on
either one, ) ﬂwv” /

Cco #fCommon=law marriage is 'An agree’ between a man and women %o
enter into the marriage relation without,K ecclesiastical or .
civil ceremony, such agreement being pr&%ble by the writings
declarations, or conduct of the parties.! ; .
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5, Another disturbing thing which has happened to the nation is the lowering -
of the staendards of sexual morality. : :
a., Most of our nation is beyond the point of being shocked at the immodest
apparel of men and women; at sexual relationships outside of marri-
. age,. etc. :
) b. Thef"heroes" of the people of this nation, are many times, people
whose morals with the opposite,h sex pre hardly abgve ose, of -the ani- /
mals of the barnyard,ﬂkqpéxdﬂwﬂ4'.,Zydzﬂglé§b‘jhﬁi%§2§3ﬁ§€aﬁ2ﬂzﬁtﬁj7
(1) Bertrand Russell, a widly accldimed philosopher said it IS not a
useful hotion to hold the idea that some things are right and some
things wrongs, ' : :
(2) A prominent denomination preacher, several months back, said we
need more divorces, because so many peopld do not get along. Cf.
God's attitude toward divorce, Mal., 2:16.
¢c. Many books and magazines are tending to undermine the moral fibre
of our nation,
(1) meny refer to God's moral codes as out of date,
(2) One of the leading books in sales of our time is entitled "Sex and
the Single EowWn", The author takes the position that there is
not anything wrong with single women having affairs before mar-
riage, even with married men. The movie industry has offered
several million to use the title, for a movie.

6. Another thing that is happening in this nation is allowing other ingtd-
tutions to take over the function of the home, God expects parents to
2ring their children up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Ephe

il-be

7. "And still further, in this matter of the break-down of the moral fibre
of this nation, it should be noted that more and more women are leaving
the home for emplowment in business. More and more, we are doing unde =

\ lifferately and unconsciously what the Lommunists are doing deliberately
4 in following & basic tenet of their ideology.,

-

B,
l.(%}ton Trueblood in his "The Recovery of Family Life" says a very startling thing,
hen he writes, ", . .We are more like the Russians than we realize or choose to
admit. In no area of our experience is the developing similarity more disturb-
ing than that of family life. The sobering truth is that, in our conception of
the family and its place in a total society, we are producing without considered
and conscious intent, much that the Russian planners have achieved ¥#Witby deliberate

ide910gical emphasis, We are doing by neglect much that the Marxists have done by
social planning." (The Christian Home, P.D. Wilmeth, p. h72)

III. THIRD, BECAUSE THE DESTINY OF QUR NATION IS BEING DECIDED IN ITS HOMES

A, The destiny is being decided because between birth and age 21, the average child
spends 105,000 hours awake, Of these waking hours a maximum of 2,100 are spent in
Bible school and worship, About 10,000 heurs are spent in secular schools, But
92,000 hours are spent at home, Thus as the home goes, so goes the natie

Be An ancient proverb holds: "If there be righteousness within the individ there
will be happiness within the home; if there be happiness within the home there will
be harmony in the nation; if there be harmony in the nation there will be peace in

the world. ",
" Cs "The stablilty of our social order depends upon the basic institution of the heme,
j and the stability of the home depends upon the moral and spiritual integrity of

the husband and the wife," (Carl Spain, 20th Century Christian, Oct. 1952, p) —
D, It was because of the degradation of the relationship between the sexes tha.’r/;ﬁga/r~~
_ /destroyed the cities of Sodom and Gormorrah. Gen. 19. i % Bl
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E. Breakdown of marriage and the home brought the destruction of Rome and France, "But in
Nero's day, as the philosopher Seneca tells us, 'No woman need blush te break off her
~ marriage, since the most illustrious dadies have adopted the practice of reckoning the
year not by the names of the cohsuls (there were two chosen for each,year, whose names,
rather than a number, identified the year,) but by these of their husbands They,divorce
inorder to remarry; they marry in order to divorce.! The practices of Rome were ceples
in all the great cities of the eppire." (William Green, Divorce 20th<g§9 ey 01 stl

L "7 e 7% - 2 Z =
March 1955, Pe 17) %jjgﬂa)/nwm/‘/;@m/f“ % ;Z&—Vt jyﬂ/A’Zl’;a ::Ia/«iw &’»741/ ér’f (44 Ll
F. The marriage relation§ 1p is at the’ ver§ heart of the moral fibre of any peép le. hig

Prove 14:34e Our nation is being vitally affected by what dts people are doing in re-

gard to marriage, The moral fibre of a nation cannet rise above its attitudes and

» practices in marriage, ¢
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MARRIAGE AND THR HOME, NO. A 131
I

THE PROFOUND STGNIFiCANCE OF "I Do."
Gene 2:18=2l == :

w

Introduction,’
1. Marriage is. for those who love God and one another,

< » »

2. Too long have preachers and elders failed to give our young people in-
structions about marriage. Even those of us who have been married,
for some time need this study. = =

3. Many people go through the marriage ceremony without ever¥ realizing
to what they are commiting themselves. It does us good to check up
occasionally and see what was said.

Le Let us consider:

Discussion., Cber G . ﬂ
T. SOme MISTAKEN VIEWS OF THE MARRIAGE VOW, »w/d%%z¢VﬁJZ[f%?j;.CZszé
A, Some view marriage as something that isn't to be pe anen?

\

<”bubjgghething to gain a selfish end, Yemellor, Lo gl Y, » I
l. YRecently, 1n a leading magazine,.there Was published a cartoon

which depicted one world-wise young woman speaking bo another one,

¢ and she was saying, 'If I divorce him, I know he will have to

give me a great deal of money in settlement, but, =o far, I just
haven't been able to get him o propose,!M(gs# ¢. Cysed 1754, 4, ))
2., This view is why people marry for so many different reasons. (Mon=~
ey, social standing, popularity, etcs) : '
B.Some view the ceremany only as legal trifle which must.he performed to
legalize physical intimacy., : s a
C. Some view the vow as & trifle which is the business of the marriage
partners. only. 1ts their business if they decide to break the VOWSe
D. Others view the vow as Jjoining together two angels, two perfeel
‘beings that will never make a mistake. and.jave trouble. |
E, Some look upon it in the opposite way, They kpow trouble will a-
rice and intend Gto use it as an excuse to break up their marriage.

! ,,”1

\ | AT ':\v,) s . .
W8 Some _feel that as long as they obey the ciyil law .God will. accept

and bless their unign, God's law is binding on sinpers and Christ-

ians alike,

l. Gen. 2:24,

2., John the Bpptist pecognized God's law binding on sinners. Mt. 1h:
A 19'120 1 : ¥

II. SOME THINGS WHICH THE MARRTAGE VOW INVOLVES, g

A.(It involves others besides the bride and groom,

1. It involves the Lord Himself,s God joins those that are eligible

to be married, Mt. 19:1-9.W"He's involved in every marriage.

2, The community and the nation are involved. Prov. 1lh:3k.

: a, The moral fibre of our nation is being destroyed because of the

.. ,loose attitude toward marriage. ,

b, Because they are involved the intention to be married needs
to be announced publically well in advence., . :

c. Marriage should be performed in the community where the two
parties are known, (What our friends think about our marriage
can be a great help against evil.)

3, The families of the bride and groom are involved,

Lo The children born to the union are involved.
B. It involves one's committing himself to leave his father and mothex.
D Gene 212k Mb. 19:5; Hphe 5:31e . : R
1, Some people that marry try to continue to be a part of two house=
holdse. . f : & v ;
2, Some parents can't give u t%eir nlittle darlings® and by their
continual meddling cause Uro ?%;.

ble, A
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3. Young people should continue to love, honor and respect dheir
parents, but they must also remember their own home first,

C. There is some history involved din the: marriage YVoul. 3
- 1. It was instituted by the Lord in the Garden of Eden, Gen., 2:18ff,
2. Marriage was honored and immorality condemned on Mt, Sinai. EX.

20: 1k,
3. Marriage was honored and upheld by the Lord. Mt. 5: 32.
4o Paul declared marriage honorable, Heb. 13:4.
D, Marriage involves some very serious matters,

1. Outside of man's relationship with the Lord, marriage is the most
sodomon, serious, 1nt1mate and tender 1nto Wthh human hearts cen
enter,

2. It involves a closer relatlonshlp than that of parents and chlldren.
Mto 19 5, Epho 5 310

3¢ It is a union so serious that it should be severed only by death,

; Om. 7 l"l-.ro

L. It involves making & decision that will determine one's hapﬂlness

¢ or unhapplness heré as well as one's eternal destiny.
! ( ) and ¢ tment Let's study some state-
ment s of the marrlage vow ;< ¢ ’
¢ -+ 1e¢ "Do you John take this woman?"
a, It involves a commitment of taking:with whatever weakness and
¢ strengths: the other has.,
b. It involves taking this woman voluntary.
2+ "To be your lawful wedded wife?"
a. To be wedded impilies oneness. Mte:19:5. ¢
(Love wife as self) .
b, To be wedded implies joining, M., 19:6,
3. "To have and to hold from this day forward, to live togetner after
, God's ordinance,"
‘ a., To possess in the fullest sense of the word. 1 Core 7:he -
b. The permanency is taught-~"until death shall separate us."
- Ce Promises to be governed by God's law, »
s e "And do you promise to love her and honor her?"
' @ Husbands are to love their wives as Christ. loved the church. Eph.

5:25,

(1) He loved the church reallstlcally. (recognlzed her weakneqsm
es) ‘

2) He love the church sacrifically. o

3) He loved the church purposely: "that he might present it to

(
(
himself.," .

(4) He lowed the church wilfully, deliberately.

(5) He loved the church absolutely, ;

5. "Do you promise to remain’ with- her® in-sickness and in health, in
prosperity and- in adversity?"

o~

y 0. "Do you promise %o keep yourself to her, and to her only°" (When

one marries he gives his body to his companion. 1 Cor. 7:l.)
7. "Until death shall separate us?"
a, Not "as*long as your partner doesn't cross you'" or "as long as
we are compatable, -
b. God hates covenant breakers, Male, 2:16,
8+ By the vow a man promises to support and protect his wife and the
wife promises to obey and submit to her husband.

Conclusion.

Husbands and wives need to pray every day and read their Bible. Let every
husband pray that he may be able to so live with his wife that she will never
regret she married him, Let every wife pray that she may be. a help meet to
her husband. Let both pray for God's help to live clouer together and to
bear the loads of 1life.



MARRIAGE AND THE HOME, NO. 6 gl

YOURS CAN BE A SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGE

: e £
( ) Tntroduction. : -

| 7 T, By successful marriages I do not mean thosethat mérely avoid divorce, A

' successful marriage\is "one wiich reaches the physical, mental or intel-:

lectual, emotional, and spiritual levels which God would have marriages

_bo reach.m

: 2. There is much value to be gained from stccessful marriages, .

| a, The lives of the marriage partner will be intensely enriched, which

i enables them to enrich other livés., ”

b. When relationships in the ho

o

=

“are improved the relationship between
the home and church will beXimproved.

| 3, In five previous lessons we ave studied:

| a, Why Study About Marriege. (2 Lessons)

' ] b. Why Marriages Fail. . X ;

¢c. The Significance of the Marriage Vow,

d. Marriage is not f£6r the Immature. \

ﬁ Lo In this lesson I wént to tie together magy of the things already studied,

| with some new thbughts, to set forth the lugredients of a successful

: marriage. N ‘ :

5, There are
successfu

fie things both husband and wife camn do to make their marriage
\\ B

+

: Discussion, ) . 7

i T. BOTH BRIDE AND GROOM SHQULD RECOGNIZE THA CHRISTIAN CHARACTER IS THE °

| TRUE BASIGS FOR A SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGH, i

_ 1. Just as one cannot builld & strong house out of rotten wood so one can-

)- : not build a successful marriage out of people of poor character.

: B. Fach oné coming to take the marriage VOWS should bring a pure mind ¢

and pure body. 1 Gor. 3:17, (19 z - i

1., There is no double standard of morality---one for the boy and one
for the girl. ; ;

2, You cannot bring a pure mind and pure body to the algar if you as-
sociate with people of low morals and low standards. 1 “or. 15:33%

To have Yhristian character one must become & Christian, a child of

God; more than just becoming religious. Mte. 7:21; Jn. 3:3,5; Acus @

| L1y b47 e :

| De Oné must become an active, faithful child of God. ‘- "Divorce is uns

1 known where both partners are faithful Christiens,™ '

TI. TRUE LOVE IS ESSENTIAL IN A SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGE. HOW DO PEOPLE ACT WHEN
TIRTE IEARTS ARE FILLED WITH TRUE LOVE? L1 Cor. 13:1-8, '
1. One is longsuiiering with his partner's weaknesses.
B. One is kind. \ :
C. One is free from pride and arrogance snd doesn't always insist on own

way.

. One does not veunt himself and treat companion with contempt.

™

%, One is not betrayed into a forgetfulness of the other's due., Avoid
harsh language, etc. '
F., One does not seek own happiness at the expense of the other.
G, One is not easily provoked. ' :
. One does not take account of evile--remember all misdeeds so &as to use
: them later, .
{ ). I, One is saddened when companion fails.
2 J. One continues to hold on patiently when seefly all grounds for hope
seem lost,
T1T. MARRIGCE PARTNERS SHOULD EXPEG THEIR LOVE TC )
’ A, The honeymoon is soom over,gut the love should grow deeper and deepers

O
e

(]




/MM B., Marriage love should become more meanful and understandin

IV. MARRIAGE PARTNERS MUST RECOCNIZE THAT MARRIAGE IK PRIMARTLY A SPIRTTUAL
RELATIONSHIP WHICH INVPLVZ? ALL ASPECTSH¥¥PHYSICAL, MENTAL EMODTONAL AND

SPIRITUAL
A, Just as Christ took the church to lead her to a higher spiritual level
so man is to help his wife to a higher spiritual lev el, Ephe 5:22- RT7e ,

+ Men and women are to live together in such a way as to help them .
grow spiritually. 1 Pet, 3 7o .
PP“ COUPLE SHOULD LFHRN OR _SHOULD RECOGNIZE THAT GOD, NOT MAN, IF TITUTED

"MARRIAGE ¢ G
As The Pouhlp should agree then to be guided by God's lavs, not man's,
A. 5 290 b

B. They should realize God's desire from the b@blnnln o Mt, 19:3-6,-
Co They should readlize how God feels about divorce and a man QC&llné
" treacherously with his W1fe. Mal, 2:14-16,
VI. MARRIED COUPLBES MUST LEARN HOW TO HANDLE PROPERLY THEIR FINANCIAL Ab FAIRS.

A, It means learning to llve within your income, -
B. It means you do not have to buy everything you see or everything  you
went. *
C. It means giving God proper place in your financial ffalrs-ufﬁrst.
VII. MARRIED COUPLES SHOULD AVOID THE LITTLE QUARRELS ,
¢ A. Many husbands and wives ouarr@l over things of'little 1mporbance. .
B, Most of the big quarrels stem from the littde ones. }
VIIT.. MARRIED COQUPLES SHO”LD FIGHT FOR EACH OTHER, NOT AGAINST. -
A. Husband and wife have become one in the batble against the world,
By If you do criticize each other don't do it before others and’ before
your children, It's best to avoid it.
IX, HUSBAND AND WIFE SHOULD DO THINGS TOGETHER. 2
Av-It's good to do things with your children=--builds family unity.
Bs But its also good to do things=--=-just hudband and w1fe--~away from

others, b
X MAPRIFD COUPLES MUST LEARN TO COMPROMISE ON PHWNGS THAT DO NOT REﬂLLY Q
WMATTBR===G1VE AND TZKE. .

As De not be afralid to admit your compenion has a bether idea,

B. Do not be ashamed t¢ apologize and say "I'm sorry," How many mar-
rlages have failed, becuase false pride kept one companion from say-
Ihgy it sorry " .

.
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Yours Can be a Successful Marriage
No. 6

Introduction.
1.

By a successful marriage | do not mean those that merely avoid divorce. A successful
marriage is "one which reaches the physical, mental, emotional and spiritual levels which
God would have marriage to reach."

2. There is great value to be gained from a successful marriage.
(@)  The lives of the marriage partners will be intensely enriched which enables them
to enrich other lives.
(b)  When relationships in the home are improved, the relationship between the home
and the church is improved.
3. In five previous lessons we have noted:
(@)  Why study marriage {2 Lessons).
(b)  The profound significance of the marriage vow.
(c)  Why marriages fail.
(d)  Marriage is not for the immature.
4. In this lesson | propose:
(@) To tie together some matters already studied,
(b)  Add some new thoughts;
(c)  To set forth some ingredients of a successful marriage;
(d)  To note some things that both husband and wife can do to make their marriage
successful.
Discussion.

BOTH BRIDE AND GROOM SHOULD RECOGNIZE THAT CHRISTIAN CHARACTER
IS THE TRUE BASIS FOR A SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGE.
A. Just as one cannot build a strong house out of rotten wood so one cannot build
a successful marriage out of people of poor character.
B. Each one coming to take the marriage vows should bring a pure mind and pure
body. (1 Cor. 3:17; 6:19)
1. There is not double standard of morality -- one for the boy and one for the
girl.
2. You cannot bring a pure mind and pure body to the alter if you associate
with people of low morals and low standards (1 Cor. 15:33)
C. To have Christian character one must become a Christian, a child of God; more
than just becoming religious. (Mt. 7:21; Jn. 3:3, 5: Acts 2:41, 47)
D. One must become an active, faithful child of God. "Divorce is unknown where
both partners are faithful Christians."
TRUE LOVE IS ESSENTIAL IN A SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGE. HOW DO PEOPLE ACT
VWHEN THEIR HEARTS ARE FILLED WITH TRUE LOVE? (1 Cor. 13:1-8).

A. One is longsuffering with his partner's weaknesses.

B. One is kind.

C. One is free from pride and arrogance and doesn't always insist on his own way.

D. One does not vaunt himself and treat companion with contempt.

E; One is not betrayed into a forgetfulness of the other’s due. Avoid harsh language,
efc.

F. One does not seek their own happiness at the expense of the other.



VI.

VII.

VIII.

G. One is not easily provoked.

H One does not take account of evil -- remember all misdeeds so as to use the
later.

l. One is saddened when companion fails.

J. One continues to hold on patiently when seemly all grounds for hope seem lost.

MARRIAGE PARTNERS SHOULD EXPECT THEIR LOVE TO GROW.

A. The honeymoon is soon over, but the love should grow deeper and degper

B. Marriage love should become more meaningful and understanding. &4, //;A Fed

MARRIAGE PARTNERS MUST RECOGNIZE THAT MARRIAGE IS PRIMARILY A

SPIRITUAL RELATIONSHIP WHICH INVOLVES ALL ASPECTS **PHYSICAL, MENTAL,

EMOTIONAL AND SPIRITUAL.

A. Just as Christ took the church to lead her to a higher spiritual level so man is to
help his wife to a higher spiritual level. (Eph. 5:22-27)

B. Men and women are o live together in such a way as to help them grow
spiritually. (1 Peter 3:7)

THE COUPLE SHOULD LEARN OR SHOULD RECOGNIZE THAT GOD, NOT MAN,

INSTITUTED MARRIAGE.

A. The couple should agree then to be guided by God’s laws, not man’s. (Acts 5:29)

B. They should realize God’s desire from the beginning. (Mt. 19:3-6)

C. They should realize how God feels about divorce and a man dealing
treacherously with his wife. (Mal. 2:14-16)

MARRIED COUPLES MUST LEARN HOW TO HANDLE PROPERLY THEIR FINANCIAL

AFFAIRS.

A. It means learning to live within your income.

B. It means you do not have to buy everything you see or everything you want.

C. It means giving God proper place in your financial affairs -- first.

MARRIED COUPLES SHOULD AVOID THE LITTLE QUARRELS.

A. Many husbands and wives quarrel over things of little importance.

B. Most of the big quarrels stem from the little ones.

MARRIED COUPLES SHOULD FIGHT FOR EACH OTHER, NOT AGAINST.

A. Husband and wife have become one in the battle against the world.

B. If you do criticize each other, do not do it before others and before your children.
It is beet to avoid it,

HUSBAND AND WIFE SHOULD DO THINGS TOGETHER.

A. It is good to do things with your children -- it builds family unity.

B. But it is also good to do things -- just husband and wife -- away from others.

MARRIED COUPLES MUST LEARN TO COMPROMISE ON THINGS THAT DO NOT

REALLY MATTER -- GIVE AND TAKE.

A. Do not be afraid to admit your companion has a better idea.

B. Do not be ashamed to apologize and say "I'm Sorry." How many marriages have
failed, because false pride kept one companion from saying, "I'm Sorry."

Conclusion

1.
2
3.

Do you want your marriage to be successful?
Do you want to grow in your relationship with your partner?
Then how much are you willing to work at it?



Questions About Marriage
No. 8

Introduction.

1.

Christians in the first century had their problems just as we have ours today.

(@) The Church at Corinth had many problems which Paul discusses in his
letter to them.

(b)  They had the problem of division, sin in the church, lawsuits, marriages,
sacrifices to idols, the Lord’s supper, spiritual gifts, etc.

2. The church was interested in finding the solutions for these problems.
3. In this lesson, | propose to:
(a) Note the questions and answers about marriage that Paul discussed in 1
Corinthians 7.
(b)  Note the question - Is God’s marriage law binding on the alien sinner?
(c) Note some questions you have asked.
Discussion.
l. IS MARRIAGE TO BE DESIRED OR AVOIDED BY CHRISTIANS?
A. Some of the Jews in Corinth affirmed that one broke God’s divine precept
if one remained single.
B. The Greek philosophers affirmed that if a man could live happily and pure
he should not enter marriage.
C. The Corinthian then were urged, on the one hand to marry, and on the
other hand to remain single. Under such conditions they wrote Paul.
D. Paul's answer to the question must be considered in view of some present
distress. (1 Cor. 7:26).
1. Marriage is a matter of indifference - one may marry or not marry.
(1 Cor. 7:7-9)

2. Marriage is a state that belongs only to this life (1 Cor. 7:29-31)
3. So Paul leaves it up to each individual. (1 Cor. 7:8-9)
a. Marry if you need to marry.
b. Remain single if you can.
WHAT IS PAUL’S INSPIRED ADVICE WHERE BOTH ARE CHRISTIANS? WHAT
SHOULD BE THE COURSE FOLLOWED IF SEPARATION OCCURS?
A. "Let not the wife depart from her husband." "Let not the husband put away
his wife." (1 Cor. 7:10, 11)
B. But if they cannot live together and still serve God and one departs, this
course must be followed;
1. They must remain married (7:11)
2. Or be reconciled to each other (7:11)
C. The exception the Lord gives in Matt. 5:32 is not mentioned here because
seemly Paul is discussing separation.and not divorce.
WHAT DOES THE BIBLE TEACH OU#MTO BE DONE WHERE ONE IS A
CHRISTIAN AND THE OTHER ONE IS NOT? (One obeys the gospel after
marriage and the other does not.)
A. Evidently, due to teaching that prevailed in Corinth or to misunderstanding







of the gospel, some of the Corinthians believed that a Christian could not
continue to live with a non-Christian.

B. If the unbeliever was willing to continue to live with the Christian "let him
not put her away", "let her not leave him". (7:12, 13)
1. There was hope that the non-Christian might be converted. (7:16)

2. Peter expressed this hope when he told Christian wives how to
conduct themselves before their non-Christian husbands. (1 Pet.
3:1-6)

C. If the unbeliever departed despite the Christian’s efforts then the Christian
is no longer under bondage. (7:15) (No longer obligated to that one to
carry out the marriage dues and obligations.)

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE TEACH ABOUT A WIDOW MARRYING AGAIN?

A. Under the present distress Paul felt a widow would be happier if she
remained unmarried. (7:40)
B. Under normal circumstances Paul encouraged young widows to marry. (1

Tim. 5:14) Why?

1. He recognized the strong appeal of the flesh. ( Tim. 5:11)

2. A lot of idle time would give room for temptation to engage in sin.
{1 Tim. 5:13) As a result the devil would have occasion to
blaspheme. (1 Tim. 5:14)

C. The only restriction placed upon the second marriage is that it be in the
Lord. (1 Cor. 7:39)
D. Some questions a widow might consider before entering into a second
marriage.
1. Can | adjust to a second marriage or will | live too much in the past?
2. What about the children? Will they be able to adjust?
3. Can | tolerate mention of my second companion’s former mate (if
they have been married before) and can he or she tolerate mention
of mine?

WHAT ARE SOME CONTENTIONS ABOUT WHO IS BOUND BY GOD’S

MARRIAGE LAW?

A. First, there are some who contend that people in the world (outside the
church) are under civii law exclusively.

1. "While in the world, people cannot be with or without 'a Scriptural
cause’ for anything, seeing they are not under Christian law, but
under civil law exclusively." (E. C. Fuqua, The Vindicator, Oct.
1951, p. 6)

2. "All his law and legislation are exerted in the church, and over its
members exclusively; so that the world is in no sense under an§/
law of Christ." (lbid., p. 5) '

3. "God has placed the world as such under civil law exclusively (Ibid)

4. "That being true, nothing done in the world was looked upon as a
sin, for it transgressed no law from Him." (Ibid, p. 4)

5. "Therefore, no specific sins, like fornication, could be levied against






people in the world." (Ibid)

6. "They were not ’living in adultery’ in the world, because adultery is
a violation of God’s specific law; and people in the world are not
under any specific law from God. They are not therefore, required

) to repent of any specific sins." (Ibid, p. 3)
QZ The Bible teaches that alien sinner can violate the moral laws of

God.
o.@

&
&‘,@a
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One cannot violate a law to which one is not amendable
(Rom. 3:19; 4:15)

Aliens were condemned for violating God’s moral laws in
Romans 1:24-32.

The Corinthians were sinners when they were aliens but they
were guilty of adultery, fornication, etc. (1 Cor. 6:9-11)

Paul condemned the heathen for living in the lusts of the
flesh because it was contrary to God’s law. (Eph. 2:1-3)

@ &.4, "The doctrine that the laws of Christ do not apply to all, and that
aliens are subject to civil law only, carries with it many disturbing
implications." (Roy Deaver)

& :¢’
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There would be no such thing as fornication and adultery
since the civil law does not forbid or punish these acts.
Group marriages of one hundred men and one hundred
women with total sexual privileges to all would be moral if the
civil law authorized it.

'Trial marriages’ to see if companions are sexually compatible
would be approved of God if the civil law sanctioned it.
Free love communes with total license would not be wrong.
Scientific breeding of the human race, like that of livestock,
would be allowed.

Concubinage and polygamy would be permitted if the civil law
authorized them.

Complete freedom to divorce and remarry for any reason
would be possible as long as it was recognized by the civil
law.

Homosexuality, lesbianism, bestiality, violation no law of man,
would be legitimate unions.

All non-Christians would not be married in the eyes of God
because God would have absolutely nothing to say to them
on anything. Aliens would be merely the same as animals
mating in the woods. When the aliens are baptized, would
that marry them in God’s eyes? Baptism is said to effect a
lot of things in the Bible but this doctrine has it even
performing marriages! What if one party is a Christian and
his spouse is not? Are they married in the eyes of God? Are
children born to this union illegitimate?






So long as one is out of the church, he cannot be guilty of
any sin (wrongdoing), except as he may be guilty of violating
some civil law.
The world could never be charged with committing any
specific sins. Can aliens violate Gal. 5:19-217
(1) Analien could never obey the gospel for he would not
be subject to the laws of Christ. Furthermore, who
could be become a sinner or enter the world if he
cannot violate God'’s law?
(@) Is one born a sinner?
(b) s it a violation of the civil law that makes me a
sinner?
(c) It is a violation of the law of God?
(d)  Or just what?

)¢, OBJECTIONS
4

u@.

B

"Baptism takes away all sins."

(1) Itis true that all sins are washed away by the blood of
Christian baptism but baptism does not turn a sinful
act into a rightful relationship.

(2) Could a man running a house of prostitution keep
running the house of prostitution?

"Paul says (1 Cor. 7:20) that a man should abide in his

calling in which he was called."

(1)  What if a man had ten wives when he was called?

(2)  What if a man was involved in a homosexual marriage
when called?

(3) Paul is teaching one may remain in a legitimate
relationship, but not a wrong one.

"What about the home and the children?"

(1)  This is of course an objection geared to arouse the
emotions.

(2)  No one with the compassion of Christ can fail to be
touched with this objection but one can break up an
unlawful sexual relationship without throwing the
children out i the cold or breaking up the home.

(3)  Are polygamous marriages sinful? Should they be
broken up? What about the children here?

(4)  What if a Mormon had five wives? Would he have to
give them up if he became a Christian?

(5) In Indonesia, a Moslem can have, legally, four wives.
Would he have to break up this polygamous relation
if he became a Christian?

10. SYLLOGISM.

a.

Major Premise: All men who violate the law of Christ are

4






men who are subject to the law of Christ.
b. Minor Premise: Men in the world are men who have violated
the law of Christ.
(1)  The Athenians were guilty of idolatry. (Acts 17:23)
Idolatry is a violation of the law of Christ. (Gal. 5:20)
(2)  The Corinthians were guilty of idolatry before they
were washed (baptized).
C. Conclusion: Men in the world are men who are subject tot
the law of Christ.

Second, there are some who contend that alien sinner is under civil law,

also under the law of the heart, but not under God’s marriage law because
it is only for Christians.

1.

"This is the basic argument in my book, i.e., that Christ’s legislation
in His personal ministry was for those in his covenant who were
married to one another. Therefore, itis unscripturai for us to extend
it to include mixed marriages (Paul did not), or to marriages to two
people outside the covenant." (James Bales, Not Under Bondage,
p. 8)

Therefore, we have no right to bind on people in the world the law

of Christ, which He bound on two married people who are in His

covenant. Once they obey the gospel they come under Christ's law
in this matter and they are not to divorce and remarry except for
fornication. However, the law of Christ is not retroactive and they
do not have to break up their second marriage when they come into

Christ even though they had not been divorced for some reason

other than fornication." (James Bales, Not Under Bondage, p. 10)

God’s marriage law is binding on all people.

a. God gave a universal law in the very beginning of time.
(Gen. 2:18-24)

b. John the Baptist told Herod that he had no right to have his
brother Philip’s wife. (Matt. 14:1-9)

C. The argument that Romans 2:14 becomes the standard of
conduct for those outside of Christ removes the need of
divine revelation.

d. if God's marriage law is not binding on the alien sinner, and
there is no need of any change after baptism, then what
about the Mormon who has more than one wife, or the
Moslem who has four.
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MARRI Ace AND THE HOME, NO, 2 1a)

WHY STUDY 1T 2

Introduction, :

T. "Marriage is an institution ordained of Cod for the honor and happi-
ness of mankind, in which one man and one woman enter into a bodiiy
and spiritual union, pledging each to the other's mutual love, honor,
fidelity, sympathy, forbearance, and comradeship, such as should as-
sure an unbroken continuance of thelr wedlock so long as both shall
live." (H. Leo Boles) ;

2 Marriage is a divine institution and God's pattern for it is perfect.
Any deviations therefrom prove destructive to the home., The blessings
of heaven attend a marriage so long as it is according %o divine rule.

3, In our previous studies we considered two reasons for s tudying it.

a. Because of the importance of marriage.
b. Because of efforts that are currently being made to destroy marri-.
age and the home. : } :

o In,this lesson we want to consider that:

Discussion, .

V' TTT. MARRTACE SHOULD BE STUDIED BECAUSE OF THS PURPOSES OF MARRIAGE,

(A. One purpose of marriage i1s to propagate the human race., Gen. 1:
28; 9:1; 1 Tim. 5:14. ewm it
1. Some people try to thwart this purpose by refusing to have
children. . , ) , y
5. Others violate God's law by having children outside of wedlock.
; élliegifmgiy hai increased 300% in recent years. Over 2505000
g high,schpol girls bear children out. f wedlocksegeh year,

; B”g a’oﬁgéoﬁgjsu_fgéé‘(Tﬁe‘ﬁ'mgf"Pf“%Ef”ﬁﬁé"d{%déce ?ate in
childless homes is 71% compatred with 8% in homes with child-
ren.

(B. %gog?eﬁ purpose of marriage is to provide companionship. Gen. 2:

1. Most men need a woman to love and need to be loved by a woman.

2. Woman supplies that which is lacking in man and allows him to
express himself, to know himself, and to develop himself.

(C. A third purpose of marriage is to prevent immorallty. 1l Cor. 7:l1-

‘ 5. 1 - :

1. A few years ago leading educators in Alabama estimated on the

basis of surveys taken that 83% of the college students and

9% of high school students had been engaged in sexual im=-

moralitye. :
2. The sexual abilities of men and women are not wrong in them-
selves., God placed them in our bodies., It's onmly when such is
abused and misused., ' : ;
a, "Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefileds o o"
Heb. 13:144

b, Boys’and girls, men and women need to recognize that it is
good in marriage, but never to be engaged in outside of
marriasge. (Petting prepéres one for the final act.)

3., Read ?nd discuss 1 Core 7:1=5. (Read several translations
here.

CD. A fourth purpose of marriage is to provide responsibilities to

" both husband and wife. _ .

1. The husbaend must provide for his family (1 Time 5:8), and
help train his children (Ephe 6:4).

2. The wife is to be queen of the house. 1 Time 5:lk; Tit. 2:5)
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MARRIAGE SHOULD BE STUDIED BECAUSE. IT SERVES THE PURPOSE OF GIVING

MAN A MODEL OF HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST. Eph. 5:28. 1i this

teaching is followed here is the situtaion:

A. Husbands would love their wives tenderly and unselfishly.

B. Wives would lovingly submit themselves to the leadership and
care of their husbands.

MARRT AGE SHOULD BE STUDIED BECAUSE IT IS EVERYBQODY'S BUSINESS.

As Some times young and old alike say: "What we are doing is our
business, it isn't anyone else's." ¢

B. Marriage is God's business. He has laws about 16

C. Marriage'is the business of bh@ children born as a-result of the
union,

D. Marriage is the business of the families of bride and groom be-
cause they are involved.

E. Marriage is the business of the community and nation, Tnls is -why
it is good for such-to be as public as possible.

MARRIAGE Needs TO BE STUDIED BECAUSE OF SUCH DISTORTED VIEWS AS TO

HOW TO CHOOSE A COMPANION.

Ao Hollywood is setting -the standard of ch01ce in many cases.,

‘B. Only a study of God's word about marriage will endule one to dis=

tinguish between physical attraction and true love,

;. MARRIAGE NEEDS TO BE STUDIED BECAUSE OUR SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENTQHE*
* PENDS ON IT.

Ao l Peto 3 70 = ¢
B. Can you picture a husband and wife 5rOW1ng splrltually in an at-
mosphere of criticism, strife, envy, etc.
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MARRI AGE AND.THE HOME, NO. 3 \Q7
Why It Fails So Often? ,

.

Introductions, i ‘ ‘
. L. It 1s hoped this series of sermons will prove profitable to all, espec-~
| ially to the following grpups: "
-8 Young.people who havefbeen married, but who are looking forward to
marriage., ; :
b. Youngcouples who have been married but a short while and still do
not know very much about marriage. :
ce. Those who have been married for quite some time, but whose marriage
is a meddocre affair. . :
d. Those whose marriage is in trouble with a lot of strife and bitterness.
e, Those whose marriage is in great grouble and, therefore in danger of

¥

divorce,
2. Marriages that failware not confined to those that end in divorce. ®
marriage fails when it is not what God would have it to be, "

a. God intendsifor marriage to help men and women enjoy life to its
fullest« Gf. Prov. 5:15-21.
.b. God intends for it.to help in preparing for eternity,

Discussion.
I. MARRIAGES ARE. FATLING.,
%. Basically marriages fail because the persons involved in them fail
as persons. A E f ; , :
1. Inadequate persons are involved &nd those inadequte persons then
become inadequate partners, A
2. To have a happy,| successful marriage, there must be adequate part-

ners. ¢ %
[ B. The persons involved/ in marriages fail as persons because they are
1 & } | & . ‘not guided by the Bible,

1. When marriage. fail: from/the standpoint of companiénship it's fail-
ure to heed God's word. Gen. 2:18. (Some husbands stay away from
their home/as much as possible, even when their work does not re-
‘quire them to do so. Why? In many cases there is not anything to
come home to.) h : :

2. When marriage fails from a physical standpoint -its a failure to
heed God's) word. 1 Cor. 7:1-5, Generally due to two reasons:
a. Deprivation which drives one of the partners: to someone else,

or: :
b. Forgetfulness on the part of one as to who his or her body be=
longs. » 5
3, Marriages fail then, not because there is anything wrong with mar-

riage or God's instructions, but ther ,;E%Zomething wrong, with jghe
] )'f. |

persons in marriage . 4Ly L& 77 . 2 P p 3 f wri
II. WHAT BACTORS ARE INVOLVED IN%KR}%’:’XGE‘S‘ T e SHILL ¥ (it
L. The failure to understand the commitment which is involved in marriage.
1. "Till death us do part™ is practically a permanent, unconditional
surrender.
2. The Lord allows only one exeeption to the "till death us do part.t
Mt. 5:32. 3
B. Another reason for failure in marriage is immaturity.
1., An entire lesson will probably be devoted to this point later, but
a brief discussion is needed here. _
% 2., During the course of a lifetime people pass through several ‘stages
) of development, TN ' G
a. Birst, they are children. Period of dependence on others for
everything.

b. Second, the stage in life,called adolesence. This is thé period

Aot B PR S RSN



of seeking to be independent. They tesentany authority because they are
seeking to find their place as independent individuals.®
¢, Finally the stage of maturity is reached. ©One is no.longer strik-
. ing out in this stage, but seeking good mot only for himself, but
for others and for God., Some people never mature/ - S :
3. Many married people never grow up, but continue to live in the ad-
olescent stage. Some are dominated by the thinking of a child,
T will take my-ball and go home if you don't let me be first batter."
Some pack up and go back to Mama, R
a, No one is emotionally mature until he learns and practices "it is
\ more blessed to give than to receive.".Acts 20:3:5¢
b. Many of you may be unhappy in your marriage 'simplyfbecause you are
selfish, ¢ < :

c. Are you still in the emotional level of your high sehool¥son or
daughter? d U : .
G, Another factor which causes failure in marriage is unfair‘er harsh criti-

cism, o ! .

1. When one or both partners to a marriage fall.into the habit of criti-
cizing or:looking for something wrong, the marriage is in trouble.
None of us are above criticism,

2, Isn't it strange that wo people who have been manrieéd for.some time,
saw so many wonderful things in each other at oneitime, and fell in
love, do nothing but criticize now. (Iknow a woman who is always
criticizing her husband.) Cf. Prov. 21:9. 5

3, Criticism tends to make one self-righteous and leads to selfspity,

D, Sometimes marrisges fail because one or both partners are torn asunder

by inner conflicts. ¢ | ¢ (A

2. They are not at conflict with each other, but with themselves, Their
unhappiness makes their partner unhappy. 110 , o

2. More Christians need to spend more time studying the Beatitudes, the { o
perfect pattern for mental health., Mt. 5:l-13. et

E. Another reason for failure is lack. of trust in' each other.
- 1, Husbands and wives must learp to trust each other. :

2, A marriage is heading for complete failture if jealously and mistrust
are a part of it, &

. Some marriages fail because of financial problems. 9
1, The young groom does not make -€s:much as his bride' thought he would
¢ and she can't buy what she is used to or wants. . 4
2. Young couples overspend themselves and when there is no money for the
v bills tempers flare. i
G. Some marriasges fail because husband and wife are not one in Christ.
“ " 1, In such a marriage the two cannot even share the most important part
*2of their Lifes B ¢ B ' : '
2, Even though such marriages are relatively happy, would anyone say they
are ideal? : _ ;
3, tut if you do marry out of the church, otu ofi Christ;, live ‘as God
‘ teaches« 'l Pets 3:1,2;1Core 7. “
H, Some marriages fail because the husband does notlove the wife as Christ
*¢ " Joved the churchs ‘Ephi 5:25 : : :
1. Christ loved the church in spite of her weaknessesa. S0 are husbands
to love their wives. You didn't marry a perfect person.
2, ‘Christ loved the church sacrifically.
3, Christ loved the church absolutely. _
' I. Some marriages fail because wives do not submit to the-leadership of the
husbands. Ephe. 5:22. : . . 3 {
1, ® husband cannot be a leader if a wife will not submit. . !
2. No woman wants a "hen-pecked" husband because she cannot respect him
. and therefore cannot love him.
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Marriage - Why It Fails So Often
No. 3

Marriages that fail are not confined to those that end in divorce.

Introduction.
1.
(a)
(b)

A marriage fails when it is not what God would have it to be.

God intends for men and women to enjoy life to its fullest in their marriage
(cf. Prov. 5:15-21)

Some marriages are not succeeding, but merely surviving.

The two people in marriage are not enjoying each other, but merely
enduring each other. About 1987 Psychology Today released a survey of
351 couples who had been married 15 years. When asked to explain why
their marriages had succeeded the men and women showed remarkable
agreement on the enduring relationship. The first seven reasons were
identical for both husbands and wives (they were asked separately):

@) My spouse is my best friend. This is essential.

(2) | like my spouse as a person.

(3)  Marriage is a long term commitment.

(4)  Marriage is sacred.

(5) We agree on aims and goals.

(6) My spouse has grown more interesting.

(7) | want the relationship to succeed.

What is the greatest word in marriages that succeed.

(1)  Most people would immediately say "love".

(2)  But the great word is "us", "we", "our", etc.

in this lesson let's consider:

Marriages Are Failing.

2.

(@)

(b)
3.
Discussion.
l.

A.

B.

Basically marriages fail people because the persons involved in them fail.

1. Inadequate persons are involved and those inadequate persons
become inadequate partners.

2. There must be adequate partners to have a happy, successful
marriage.

When two individuals fail as persons in marriage it is because they are not
guided by the Bible.

1. When a marriage fails from the stand of companionship it is due to
a failure to heed God's word (Gen. 2:18).
a. Some husbands stay away from home as much as possible
because there is little to come home to.
b. Some wives cringe with fear at the time their husband is due
home.
2. When marriage fails from a physical standpoint it is a failure to heed
God's word (1 Cor. 7:1-5).
3. Marriages fail then, not because there is anything wrong with

marriage, or because God's instructions are not clearly set forth, but
there is something wrong with the two people involved in the



marriage.

a. They are ignorant of God’s purposes, or
b. They are unwilling to commit themselves to follow God's
purposes.

1. What Are Some Factors Involved In Marriages That Fail.

A.

First, the failure to understand the commitment which is involved in
marriage.

1. "Till death do us part" is practically a permanent, unconditional.

2. The Lord allows only one exception to the "ill death do us part".
(Mt. 5:32)

Second, immaturity is another reason. .

1. Less 5 will deal in great detail with this point, but it needs to be
mentioned here briefly.

2: During the course of a life-time people pass through severai stages
of development. ‘
a. First, they are children. Period of dependence on others for

everything.

b. Second, there is a stage in life called adolescence. This is

a period of seeking to be independent. They resent authority
because they are seeking to find their place as independent
individuals.

C. Third, the state of maturity is finally reached.
(1)  One is no longer striking out.
(2) He seeks good not only for himself, but for God and

others.
(3) Some people never mature.
3. Many married people never grow up.

a. Some continue to live in the childhood state. "If you don't let
me bat first, I'll take my ball and bat and go home."

b. Some continue in the adolescent stage. Are you still on the
emotional level of a high school boy and girl?

C. No one is emotionally mature until he learns to practice "it is

more blessed to give then to receive". (Acts 20:35)
Third. harsh, unfair criticism causes marriage to fail.

1. When one or both partners in the marriage fall into the habit of
criticizing or looking for something wrong, their marriage is in
trouble. _

2. Isn't it strange that two people who saw so many wonderful

characteristics in each other, learned to love each other, but having
been married for some time, do nothing but criticize now.
3. Criticism tends to make one self-righteous and leads to self-pity.
4, Don’t embarrass one another and criticize one another in the
presence of others.
Fourth, failure to communicate with one another causes some marriages
to fail.




ML

Talking to one another is not necessarily communicating with one

another.

Communicating involves really listening to the other one. Johnny

Campbell, an elder at Campbell Street (Jackson, Tenn) and

professor at Jackson State Community College, tells about a young

lady who came to him onfday and says, "You saved my marriage."

She explained: "In class a few weeks ago you said we need to

learn to listen. As | drove home 1 realized that | didn't really listen

to what my husband said. | do now. He listens to me also. We

have learned to communicate."

In many cases there is no communicating because there is no

talking.

a. One woman said, "My husband knows three words."

b. E. Ray Jenkins states that "80% of the cases | work with the
wife says my husband doesn't talk to me."

c. Brother E. Ray Jenkins pictures what happens at most
homes in the afternoon. You come in:

WIFE HUSBAND
(1) Your wife says "hi". You say "hi".
(2) What do you know? "Nothing"
(3) Who did you see today? "Nobody"
(4) What have you heard? "Nothing"
(5) What have you been doing? “Nothing"
(6) What do you want for supper? "I don't care."
(7) Want to go out? "Don’t make any difference."
(8) Where do you want to go? "You name it."

Fifth, failure to trust each other.

1.
2.

Husband and wives must learn to trust each other.
A marriage is heading for complete failure if jealousy and mistrust
are a part of it.

Sixth, some marriages fail because one or both pariners are torn asunder

by inner conflicts.

1.

2.

3.

They are not at conflict with one another, but with themselves.

a. A "civil war" is going on inside.

b. People who can't get along with others usually can’t get
along with themselves.

Failure to tell your companion what they do that bothers you can

bring inner conflict.

Trying to change the other person to suit you brings inner conflict.

Seventh, financial problems cause some marriages to fail.

1.

2.

He doesn't make as much money as you thought he would, so you
can’'t buy what you need or want.

Couples overspend themselves and when there is not enough
money to pay the bills, tempers flare.



H. Eighth, some marriages fail because husband and wife are not in Christ.

1. In such a marriage the two people cannot even share the most
important part of their life.
2. But if you do marry out of Christ, still live as God would have you

live (1 Pet. 3:1-2; 1 Cor. 7:1ff).
l. Ninth, some marriages fail because they are mixed marriages.

1. A mixed marriage is any marriage in which there are such great
differences so as to create special problems.
2. Such differences might be in the realm of religion, size, age,

education, background, etc.

Conclusion
1. Marriage can be the greatest biessing to mankind.
2. Two people should enjoy each other in marriage and should become better

people.



Introduction.
A number of years ago Brother Thomas Warren wrote a book entitled "Marriage
is For Those Who Love God and One Another"

Preachers, elders and parents, for too long, have failed to give our young people
instruction about marriage (even those who have been married for some time

1.

Marriage - The Profound Significance of "l Do"
No. 4

Many people go through the marriage ceremony without even realizing to what

2.
need a memory refresher occasionally).

;3
they are committing themselves.

4, In this study let us consider:

Discussion.

l. Some Mistaken Views About the Marriage Vow.
A.

Some view marriage as no permanent arrangement, but something to gain
a selfish end.

1. This is one reason people marry for so many different reasons
(money, popularity, social prestige, etc.).
2. "If it does not work out, I'll sue him for a lot of money."
B. Some view the ceremony as a legal trifle that is necessary to legalize
physical intimacy.
C. Some view it as the joining together of two angels, two perfect beings that
will never make a mistake and have trouble.
D. Some view the vow as a trifle that is the business of the two partners
alone. If they decide to break the marriage, it is also their business.
E. Some enter marriage knowing trouble will arise and plan to use it to justify
a divorce.
Some Matters Which are Involved In the Marriage Vow.
A. It involves others besides the bride and the groom.
1. It involves the Lord since he joins those that are eligible to be
married (Matt. 19:3-9)
2. The community and the nation are invoived.
3. It involves the families of the bride and groom.
B. It involves one committing himself/herself to leave father and mother (Gen.

2:24; Matt. 19:8. Eph. 5:31).
1. Some people that marry still try to remain a part of two households.
2. Some parents can not give up their "little darlings" and by their
continued meddling break up the marriage or cause trouble. | do
not always agree with Ann Landers, but in August 19, 1992 she
wrote "Ten Ways to Break Up a Marriage", which follows:
a. When sons or daughters let you know they plan to be
married, show open hostility to the person of their choice.
After all, marriage means less love and attention for parents,
and they have a right to resent it.




Expect_your married children to spend every Sunday and
holiday at your home. Act hurt if they have other plans.

If your married children have problems with their spouses,
encourage them to come home, no matter what. Listen
attentively to all complaints and point out additional faults that
may have gone unobserved. Remember, single drops of
water can wear away a rock if the drops keep falling long
enough.

When your married children have financial problems, rush in
with the checkbook. If you are having financial problems
yourself, borrow, if necessary, but let them know they’ll never
have to do without anything so long as you are around.

if @ married child has a drinking problem, tell him his spouse
drove him to it. It will make him feel better. Everyone needs
someone to blame.

If your married child gets an opportunity for advancement
which takes him to another city, tell him, "Family is more
important than money." If he leaves anyway, remind him that
God will punish him for breaking one of the Ten
Commandments.

If there are grandchildren, smother them with gifts. If the
parents object, tell them to keep out of it. After all,
grandchildren are to spoil.

If your married child has a difference of opinion with his
spouse, get into the act and give them both a sample of your
wisdom, born of years of experience. What do THEY know?
You've lived!

When your married sons or daughters visit with their children,
make a point of how thin and tired the kids look. Get across
the message that you don’t like the way your beloved
grandchildren are bring cared for. Ask repeatedly what they
eat and why they have so many colds. If a kid breaks a
tooth or is injured during play, get all the details and place
the blame on lack of parental supervision.

If your son has a button missing from his shirt, say
something. Also mention the hole in his sock or the spot on
his coat. It will fan the flames of self-pity and could start the
final fight that ends in the divorce court.

There is some history, involved in the marriage vow.

1.
2.

3.
4.

It was instituted by the Lord in the garden of Eden (Gen. 2:18-24).
It was honored and guarded by God in the law on Mt. Sinai (Exod.
20:14).

The Lord upheld marriage (Matt. 5:32).

Paul declared marriage honorable (Heb. 13:4).



3.
4.

D. Marriage involves some very serious matters.
1. Excepting the covenant of grace (man'’s relationship with God), it is
the most solemn, serious, intimate and tender union into which
human hears can enter.

2. It is a closer relationship than that of parents and children (Matt.
19:5; Eph. 5:31)

3. It involves a decision that will determine one’s happiness here and
one’s eternal destiny.

E. Marriage involves covenant and commitment. Let's consider some

statements of the marriage vow:

1. "l John take this woman."
a. It involves a commitment of faking with whatever weaknesses

and strengths the other has.
b. It involves taking this woman voluntarily.
2. "To be my lawful wedded wife."
a. To be wedded implies oneness (Matt. 19:5).
b. To be wedded implies joining (Matt. 19:6).
3. "Promising before God and in the presence of these witnesses.”

a. A promise means "an assurance given by one person to
another that the former will as will not do a specified act."
b. This promise is made in the presence of God and witnesses.
4.  "That | will honor her and /ove her."
a. To honor means to treat with respect and courtesy.
b. You are promising to love her as Christ loved the church
(Eph. 5:25).
5. "And remain with her in sickness and in health in prosperity and in
adversity."
6. " will keep myself to her, and to her only."
a. When you marry your body belongs to your companion (I
Cor. 7:4).
b. You are not to give your body to anyone else.
7. "Till death do us part."
a. That does not mean "as long as she dossn'’t cross you" or

"as long as we are compatible.”
b. God hates covenant breakers (Mal. 2:16).
8. By this vow the husband promises to love, support and protect his
wife, and the wife promises to submit to her husband.

Conclusion
1.
2.

Husband and wives need to pray every day and read the Bible.

Let every husband pray that he may so live that his wife will never regret she
married him.

Let every wife pray that she may truly be a help-meet to her husband.

Let both pray for God’s help in making their marriage better.
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Introduction,

MARRTAGE AND THE HOME, NO. 5 195
Marriage=Is Not Fer The Tmmature

¢le Mapy people marry who are mature physically, but not mature mentally,
emotionally and spiritually.

&, Some’ *rltﬂrc speak of man a&s having ages., They are: hronoToamoal-
LYs ohv%1n973y, intellect ual or menf@l, and emotion l Spiritual
must be added to tu...--uo

be One might -run into'a fellow that is "fifty years old CuronmlogwoalTy
forty phy&luallJ, sixty ‘intellectually, fﬂftepn emotionally, and
ten gonrwgnally
(1) It has‘been )C‘ym@rﬂ since his bﬂrtnﬁ&y. i
{2) He has the physical stamina of forty years.

(3) His mental develoﬂ%@nt is sixty.

(L) He has the emobional development of, &n adolescent of fifteen,

(5) The spiritual development of a ten year old child,
Re"All’0f us are acquainted with immaturity in adults.: Likely, all of

us heve @ little in us~==~call it cuildishness if you like, We usually

have little trouble recognizing immaturity in others,.but have dif-

ficulty seeing our own faults. Cf, Luke 18:9-1lk.
3., To overcome 1mmatur3ty and be happy in our marriage we must be able
- to recognize it in ourselves, v ;
Le LN t@ls study let's consider:
Discussion, .

I

#B. Another mark of immaturity ‘is ingratitude,

o SOME- WAYS- IN WHICH EMOTIONALLY AND SPIRITUAL TMMATURITY MAY MANIFEST

ITSELF, i
A, Emotional Immaturity manifests itself in selfishness, -
1 ‘A ehild “ig selflsh wrapped up in himseli and cares little a-
about the ‘problems of others,
2. How many hisbands and wives show this mark of 1mmaturﬂty°
‘&, The husbard has a hard day at the office and comes home whin-
ing and complaining., The wife has laborpd "like a dog" tak=-
¢ ing care of the homse and four chlldren all day, but he's not
interested in her problems,

be The wife can also be 1mmature and when both are, real trouble
drises,

&

N

1. A little chidd is not th ank§u1 and gra teful for, what he vets,,
but takes it for granted, e "

2. How many husbands and wives are thenkfu for what the othér nng G

does and even says "thank youe! gsed ‘f 20
C. Another mark of immaturity is the demand to Have one's ‘own way.
1. When a little child dees not get his way he will throw a fit or
refuse to play.
2. How many people -~~husbands and wives included-~-="throw a fit"
to get their way,
a, A boss screams at his workers.,
b, Immature husbands and wives scream at each other and say cub-
ting things.
c, Sometimes they will: "pout " around. ~Cf, Ahab. 1 Kzgs. 21:il-16,
Do Another mark of 1mmatur1ty is ‘to have little or no sense of obllga-
tion or responsibility, : -
1., A4 little child feels no'parficualr obligation about the house or
to Mpull his own weight!,
24 Learnlng to bear our own burdens as well as hel 1ng others bear
' theirs is a mark of maturity--a part of growing ups Cf, Gal,
6:2,5. "One wife said of her husband: "When he is well he ex-
pects to be treated as if he is a king; when he is sick, he ex-
pects to be treated as if he is a baby."

|
{
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| II. SOMG MArks WHICH HARACTERIZE THOSE WHO ARE MATURE.

E. Another mark of 1mmatur1ty is the habit” oi failing to finish what
is undertaken,

l. Little children will start one thing, grow tired ofit, and turn
to something else.

2. Many husbands keep their family in a constant turmoil. They give
their wives little sense of stability and security, always Jump -
ing from one thing &o another, from one job' to another.,

F. Another mark of immaturity is the inability to meet the conflicts and
problems of life with good emotion reaction,

le © child can be happy until something happens which presents a rea]
problem and then he may react by crying, temper, etc,

2. When immature people get married they meet conflicts with bad e-
motions. They scream at each other, "fuss and fume", the wife
runs home to Mama, the-husband slams out of thedoor and runs to

‘ the closest tavern,

3+ Mature people react to life's problems with good emotions, Cfe
1l.Cors 14:20,

Ge Those who are immature think it is more biessed to receive than it
. .is to give. Acts 20:35,:

l. Some people are not interested in giving but in receiving; not in-
terested in what the other wants, but what they want right now, -

2e "Why can't we all see that the only way any of us will ever be

truly happy is to learn how to bring habplneuo to others," Cf,’
Matt 5 1-13 L)
He The immature are also characterized by poor standards of‘ Judgment
~or evaluation.

s little childuds unhabpy if his playmate n@tc a larger piece of

dpie; ra teenager if his pal has a later model car,
~ . 24 Immature people set poor goals for themselves,
a, Some choose as their ideal Person one that is anything but
- “ideal, (Moral degenerates of Hollywood, the one that’'is "cute"
E or Mpopular,™ g
= b. Pome wives, instead of appreciating a hard-working, faithful
. ; Christian husband, become dissatisifed because hé 1 not
rich or hadnsome llkP one they read about in the magazines,
Cc. Same uwsbcnds, 1nst@ﬁd of appreciating the godly, Hard-work-

.

ing, faithful Christian wife, become dl%%ﬁﬁlsf7ed because she
is not "glﬁmorous" (mcheap™) 1:‘tke the latest addition ot °
¢ G Hollywood, e i

I, Another mark of immaturity is to *have 2 poor way of trying to get
love or rather I should say, to be loved, ;

1, The immature companion nekes up’ his or her mind just how the
V. lother should act in that situation. "If he loves me he will do
G this ‘and so" when suchaction is ‘no proof of love at all,

a., If he love me he will Wolunteer to teke me hbme to mother's
on the holiday which he will soon "have, '

b, If she lovescie she will do thus amd so'™.

c. The way to get love is to love. 1 Jn. 4:19, Show your love
and quit demanding it. _No _one 13 aken for granted

« A, One must- have & minimum of 1ntelllgehce. A mentally retarded per=-
~ . son is not an acéeptable partner, ; .
B. One must have a minimum of knowledge, * - :
“ 1, The husband must know enough to make a living for his family.

o MM, 808,
2 The wife must know enou *h to take care of children and the house
A . hold: in an acceptable manner, 1 Tim. 5:14; Titus 2: 5.
=G Indep@ndpnc is another mark of maturity. + S

n /1.t Immature people cannot follow the Bible instruction to leave
father and mother, Mt. 19:5.
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&, They cannot make decisions for themselves; they cannot assume the
responsibilities they should assumej they allow their parents to
80 interfere in their affairs as to meke their marriage unhappy,
if not impossible,

b. They enter into marriage with the idea that father and mother will
still support khem. No boy is ready for marriage with such an
attitude, -

D. Another mark of maturity is the willineness to try to make the other
person happy,

o« Another mark of maturity is the feeling of gratitude instead of self-

Eitx. :
o Immature poeple feel that they have not received what they have com-

ing to them, They are always afraid that they will give a little
more than they receive., They feel sorry for themselves because of
something they have missed, .
2, Count your blessings one by one., See what your companion, neighbors,
brethren, friends, mankind in general, and God has done for you,
E., The mark of maturity which is fundamental to all the other marks is to
be filled with Christian love, 1 Cor, 13:1-8,

e Another mark of maturity is havine the hi a human 13i fe

Using
this life on earth to prepare to be with God in eternity, Phil,. 3:13,14.

Conclusion.

Marriage is like a good book, A good book has a goal; it has an aim,
A good marriage has a goal; it has an aim. The best marriages have the
goal of helping one another to reach heaven, Husbands and wives should
help one mnother to walk the pathwey that leads to eternaity. This is
maturity. This is Christian maturity.

s SRR pEe RS
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il PROPER USE OF THE OID TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES
Rom, 18343 ) Gopy 10311 -~

Bfitroduction.

The 01d Testament Scriptures are a part of God's revelation to man and
should be recognized as such by everyone. Its a shame that many people
do not study the 0ld Testament and churches, many times, do not include
it 1In their program of teaching.

The 0ld and New Testaments are so interwoven that it is impossible to
understand one without the other. Someone has said "the 014 Tes tament
is the New Testament concealed; and that the New Testament i1s the 014
Testament revsaled,"

The apostle Paul said in his letter to the Romans (Rom. 15:4) ang this
Statement was made Just after he had quoted from the 014 Testament, (Psa,

learn something from the 014 Testament-—something which we could not learn
80 well from any other source." (ILeslie G, Thomas).
But in this study let us observe:

Discussion,

I. SOME VIEWS AND POSTIONS REGARDING THE OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES .
A. One view holds that the 0ld Testament, along with the New Testament
- contains God's will fro people of this day and time; and that one,
therefore, can learn the Plan of salvation and his duty in general
from a study of that part of God's word,
B. Another view maintains that since the 014 Testament does not con=
tain God's will for people now, 1t follows as a logical conclusion
that the 01d Testament Scriptures are of no bractical value for us

C. A charge often brought against the church of Christ is that we do.
not believe in the 01d Testament. (" xample: A lady of the Methodist
Church attended the services one bunda¥ night at Middleton, Tenn.,
My lesson that night was from the 0ld lestament and ugon leaving, the
lady was heard to say, "I, didn't think the ohurch of hrist believed
in the 014 Testament ,") . :
II. A STANDARD MUST BE RECOGNIZED.
’ A. The New Testament is the sole rule of faith agd Practice for People
today, This part of the Bible is the law of “hrist and is God's
final message to the human race. '
l. God hath in these last days spoken unto us through his Son-Heb,
Ll 3y ’
2. No longer to listen to Moses and the prophets-Matt, 17:5,
3. Great commission to last unto the end of the world-Mt. 28:18-20,
4. Christ is that prophet like unto Moses which must be heard-Acts
01088,85,
S5. Its by this law that people of this age will be Judged in the
last day-dn. 12:48-50,
B. The law of Christ as revealed in the New Testament isg complete in
all details--Rom. d116,173 8 Tim, 5:16,17; 2 Pet, 1:3; 2 Jn, 93 Jude
3; Gal, 1:6~9; Rev. 22:18,19,
C. Christ is the mediator of a new covenaht, and it is under it that
we live today, ' :
l, The law changed with the priesthood-Heb, 7:12. ‘
2. Christ is the surety of a better covenant-Heb, 7:18-22,
3., The first was removed 1n order to establish the second-Heb, 10:1-10,
4. The new covenant was made effective after the death of Christ-Heb.
9:1B=-17, ' ‘
S._ Disastrous for one to seek justification by the law-Gal, 5:1-4,
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D. The Old Testament, therefore, cannot be recognized as being auth-
oritative for this age, but the 01d Covenant was removed making
possible: A ' ! : S -

l. The bringing together of Jew and Gentile in Christ-Eph. 2:11-16.
| ,',i 2. No one condemned foér not keeping the o0ld covenant=Col. 2:14—17.:
1 E. Even though the 0ld Testament scriptures are not our rule of faith
, - and ‘practice todday let us observe the:
'éﬁw{II. USE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.

s [ =7 Ao Everytime the word scriptures 1s mentioned in the Bible it refers
e to the 0ld Testament,
B. Fifty-three times the word scriptures appears in the New Tes tament
: and everytime refers to the 0ld Testament.

C. "The chief aim of the 0ld Testament Scriptures was to foretell the
coming, work, and character of Jesus, that sinners by the fulfill-
mont might be taught to believe in Jesus as the Christ." (David
Lipscomb.)

D. Jesus quoted the 01d Testament scriptures-Mt. 21:42; 22:29; Lk
24387 .

E. The Bereans were commended for examining the scriptures daily-Acts
L7tlla

F. Philip preached Jesus unto the sunuch from the 01ld Testament scrip-
tures-Acts 8:35, e

G. Paul endeavored to strengthen the faith of the Corinthians by
proving that Christ's death, burial and resurrection were according
to the scriptures-l Cor., 15:1-4,

H., No man can understand the book of Hebrews, as well as other Passages,
without studying the 01d Testament.

LV. WHAT USE SHOULD BE MADE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES TODAY?

A. They should be regarded as the greatest of all records of former
times.

l. They contain the oldest and only true account of the world and
the origin of man-Gen., 1:1,26,27,

2 . They reveal the methods which God has used in dealing with man
in time past, X ;

B. They should be used as evidence of the divinity of Christ, /. /#/2 8-
1. Philip recognized him as the one spoken of by Moses and the pro-

phest-dn, 1:45, :
2. Jesus sald he fulfilled all the things "written in the law of

Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms concerning me."
Lk, 24344, :

3. All the prophets bore witness of him-Acts 10:43.

4, The scriptures testified of him-Jn. 5:39. '
| C. They should be studied for their types and shadows-Heb., 10:1; Col,
ey

D. They should be regarded as exemplifying the principles of right-
eousness, for example:
l, Faith, the example of Abraham.
2-. Patience, the example of Job.
3. Purlity, the examples of Joseph and Daniel.
4, Courage, the example of Elijah.
E. They should be considered as g warning of the consequences of dis-
obedience~Heb. 2:1-4; 10:26-31; 1 Cor, 10:1-13.
Conclusion,
A careful study of the 0ld Testament will reveal two lessons supremely
vractical to us today. They are:
l, CGod always blessed and rewarded those who obeyed him,
2. He always condemned and punished those who disobefed him,
.. Such learning is of great benefit as it will teach us to take God at
his word; comfort and encourage us on that we may keep and maintain our
hope unto the end,

(over)



Helps Used: : o el

1. McGarvey's Class Notes, Vol. 2, Thomas, pp. 124-126.

2, The New Testament Church, Roy E. Cogdill, pp. 21,22,

3. Questions Answered, Lipscomb and Sewell, pp. 467-469. :

4, Commentary on New Testament Epistles, Romans, Lipscomb and Shepherd.

5, New Commentary on Paul s Letter to the Romans, R.L. Whiteside.
6. Several other sources consulted.



et T S SOME MISTAKES OF A SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS NAN 147

Luke 12:13=2lew=x

Introduction, ,

l. The mistakes that this business man made(ﬂﬁﬁfhe same mistakes that
business men are making today, not only them, but manyother individ=
ualse. .

2. Many business men in this town and throughout country, thus an ex-
planation of business men not needed,

3 There are and have been many succg;sful business men form the world's
standpoint, (John D. Rockefellow, “/j&sse’ QZQ%tyzbnv’)but failures
from God's standpoint.

4, Read and study the account together--Luke 12:13-21,

Discussion.

I. SOME QUALITIES OF THIS BUSINESS MAN,

A, He was rich--Luke 12:16,
l. Not wrong to have money and possessions (&braham) but "love of
money."==1 Tim, 6:10,
2. Riches give power to do good--Mt, 27:57,
B. lMoney was made honestly as far as we know--"The ground...brought
forth plentifully."
C. He was successful--Had accumulated much wealth and was wanting to
accumulate more,
-Ds He was a good moral man, but a "fool," Luke 12:20.
ITI, SOME MISTAKES THIS BUSINESS MAN MADE,
A. He left Godé out of his plans,
1, He gave himself crddit for everything he had-"My" "I" used 12
times.,
2., e made plans for the fubure without considering God-Luke 12:
19, James 4:13-15,
S« He, like many today, didn't have room for God--True from the
beginning--Luke 2:7,
B, He put his trust in the treasures of this life=-~Luke 12:18,19,
He didn't realize that:
le The treasures of this world soon vanish away--Job is an ex-
ample of this=--Job 1l:1ff,
a, Job could still trust in God when treasure were gone,
b, Many people commit suscide when treasure gone-~-(Stock mar-
ket fall is an example)
2, The treasures of this world are deceitful and uncertain--Matt.
16¢22s 1 Tdm, 6317,
3+ The treasures of this world are perishable--Matt, 6:19,20;
John 63273 1 John 2:15~17,
4, The treasures of this world must be left behind--Luke 12:20;
Psa, 09163 Hcoles, 2:18,19; Jeb 1:21s 1 Tim, 6:7.
5. If a man gain all the treasures of this world and lose his
soul he is a complete failure--Matt, 16:26,
Co He thought he had a lease on life.
l. He evidently thought that the more he had the longer his life
would be lengthened, Jesus taught differently-Luke 12:15b,
(He, like many today, was so busy making a 1living he didn't
think about dying,)
2, Life is uncertain--Psa, 39:4; James 4:14.
3o Death is appointed to all men-=-Heb,\9:27.
D, He was a covetous man and selfish,
l. This man, like all covetous men, did not want more to be able
to enjoy it, but to be able to say he had it--Imke 12:18,
2. le was greedingly looking out for himself and was not con-
cerned about others,
Conclusion,
1, Let us learn:
a, That a man and woman may be rich and yet a faiture,
b, That a man that is laying up treasure in this life and making mome for !
the future is a fool, ;
¢, That brue treasures are in heaven--Luke 12:21.

/
/
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SOME. MOTIVES FOR GIVING 128
Acts 20:35=a

Introduction,

T, If & doctor knows of an illness of a patient which will eventually:take

Re

}+.

, Human nature today if st
i

the patient's life unless corrected, he is not a2 good doctor unless he
does all he can to get the situstion corrected. g1
If @ minister knows of a prevalent sin which will eventually cause many
members of the church to be lost eternally unless that sin is correct-
ed, he is not 2 good minister uﬁZess he does all he can to get that sit-
uation corrected, o | Do Lf? 4

11l much the same as it was in early New Testa-
ch young ruler (Luke 18) people still have dif-
the Maker, of all this world's good is more im-

ment times., Like the r
ficulty in deciding that
portent than the goods. ‘
Have you had trouble paying your bills lately? How have you gone about
solving the problem? (Meny cut down on their contribution). Did you
know you can increase your income? How much are you giving to the .
Lord? Have you checked your giving lately? i

The Bible is truly a book on giving. More than 1600 times it is mextion=-
ed in the Bible, more than repentance, confession, and baptism put to-
gether, The Bible itself is a gift (2 Thmss3:16,17) and begins with God
giving (Gen. 1) and ends with “od giving (Rev. 21). ' ﬁ
Although it is more blessed to~give than receive, many are not giving as
they could and must to please God., There are many things that should
move and prompt us to give more to God.

Discussion, .
I. THE EXAMPLES OF OTHERS.

A. It is scriptural and right to use the examples of others to move us.
s gaul used the Macedonians as an example to the “orinthians. 2 Gors
:lo ; by
2« Paul used the Corinthians as an example to the Macedonians. 2 Yor.
9:1,2. :
3. The Israelites are used as examples for us. 1 ~or. 108611,
B, Abrzham g@ve his son. Gen. 22:1-12., (Emphasize verse 12).
C. The children of Israel gave freely to build the tabernacle,
l. God's command for them to give. Ex. 25:1,2.
2. The people had to be stopped from giving. Ex. 36:5=7.
D, David refused to give that which cost him nothing. 2 Sam. 24:18-25.
1, That which the poor widow gave cost her something, Mk. 12:41=4l,
2. That which the Macddonians gave'cost..them something. 2 Yor., 8:1-5,
a., They gave under unfavorable circumstances, 5:2a, "much afflict-
ion"-~-"deep poverty", . % ' -
b. Though afflicted and poor they gave largely. 5:3a.
(1) They asked how much?
(2) Many today:; "How little?" : »
c. They gave voluntary. 5:3b. (They were willing and ready).
d. They begged for the privilege (not a burden) to give, 5:4e Cf.
20:35
e, They gave with joy. 5:2.
f. The secret: "first gdve their own selves." 5:5.
3. Does that which you and I give to the Lord cost us anything? Or
does God get the scraps?
E. God gave his only begotten son. Jn. 3:16,
F. Christ gave all, .
1, The riches and glory of heaven. 2 Lor. 8:9.
2. He gave his life. Jn. 10:18,
G. The apostles gave all, Mt, 19:27; Phil. 3:7,8.




H., The Christians in Jerusalem gave the price of their possessions they
solde. Acts L4:3L4,35. =ECR
II. ANOTHER THING THAT SHOULD MOVE US TO GIVE MORE IS THE LAW OF SOWING AND
REAPING.,
7. Man will always reap what he sows, Gal. 6:7,8. 8 L
; B. Man will always reap according to the amount he sows. 2 Yor. 9:6.
| TIT. GOD'S PROMISE TO BLESS US ABUNDANTLY IF WE GIVE ABUNDANTLY.-
L. God challenged Israel to prove him by their giving. Mal. 3:8-10.
‘(Thisp§omise was made at a time when Israel was giving God the left-
overs.
B. God promises to bless us just as abundantly today-=-=both materially
and spiritually. -
1. A1l needs assured to those that put his kingdom first. Mt. 6:33+¢
2. Temporal increase as weell as spiritual promised to -all that are
willing to pay the price. Mt. 19:27-29; Mk, 10:28=30.,
3, A1l sufficiency in all things promised to bountiful giverss 2 Cor,
9:8’100 Cfo l Tim. 14':7,8. L
IV. TO PROVE OUR LOVE FOR THE LORD AND DESIRE TO DO HIS WORK.
A. Christ proved his love by his giving. 2 Uor. 8:9.
~ B, We prove our love by our giving. 2 “or. 8:8,24.
- C. Giving in love and a desire to do the Lord's work will result in glony
- to his great name. 2 Pore 9ulR,13. ¢
V. A DESIRE FOR TREASURES IN HEAVEN, Mt. 6:19-21; 1 Tim, 6:17-19.
vI. A DESIRE TO ORE THu LOGAL CONGREGATION'S PROGRAM OF WORK .GO FORWARD.
T Such & desire wild cause each one to sacrafice a little more,
B. Such a desire will keep us keenly conscious of responsibility at
home even when we are away .on Sunday.

Conclusion.

. Let us freely give to the Lord. This will be ﬁo problem if We have giien
ourselves to the Lord (2 Cor. 8B5; Rom. 12:1,2) and Christ is living in us.

[ (Gal, 2:20) The problem in giving is not so much "how to get the money" but
thow to .get the man," A
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Marriage — The Profound
Significance of “I Do”

Some Mistaken Views About the
Marriage Vow

Some view Marriage as no permanent
arrangement, but something to gain a
selfish end.

Some view the ceremony as a legal trifle that
1s necessary to legalize physical intimacy

Some view it as the joining together of two
angels, two perfect beings that will never
make a mistake or have trouble.

Some Mistaken Views About the
Marriage Vow
Some view the vow as a trifle that is the
business of the two partners alone. If they

decide to break the marriage, it is also their
business

Some enter marriage knowing trouble will
arise and plan to use it to justify a divorce.

Some Matters Which are
Involved In the Marriage Vow
It involves others besides the bride and the

groom

It involves one committing himself/herself to
leave father and mother (Cen. 2:24; Matt
19:5; Eph. 5:31)

There is some history involved in the
marriage vow

Some Matters Which are
Involved In the Marriage Vow

Marriage involves some very serious
matters

Marriage involves covenant and
commitment.







Let’s consider some statements
of the marriage vow:
“I John take this woman,”

“To be my lawful wedded wife.”

“Promising before God and in the
presence of these witnesses

Let’s consider some statements
of the marriage vow:

“That I will honor and love her.”

“And remain with her in sickness and in

health in prosperity and in adversity.”

“ I will keep myself to her, and to her only.”

Let’s consider some statements
of the marriage vow:
“Till death do us part.”

By this vow the husband promises to love,
support and protect his wife, and the wife
promises to submit to her husband,







AGES OF MAN

Ages Of Man

e Chronological - 50 years since his birth

e Physical - Has the physical stamina of 40
years

e Mental — Mental development is 60

e Emotional - Emotional development of an
adolescent of fifteen

e Spiritual - Spiritual development of a 10
year-old child.

Some Ways In Which
Spiritual & Emotional Immaturity
May Manifest Itself

o Emotional immaturity manifests itself in
selfishness.

o Another mark of immaturity is ingratitude.

o Another mark of immaturity is the demand to
have one’s own way.

e Another mark of immaturity is to have little or
no sense of obligation of responsibility.

Some Ways In Which
Spiritual & Emotional Immaturity
May Manifest Itself

® Another mark of immaturity is the habit of
failing to finish what is undertaken.

® Another mark of immaturity is the inability to

meet the conflicts and problems of life with
good emotional reaction

® Those who are immature think it is more

blessed to receive than it is to give (Acts 20:35).

Some Ways In Which
Spiritual & Emotional Immaturity
May Manifest Itself

® The immature are also characterized by

poor standards of judgment or
evaluation.

o Another mark of immaturity is to have a
poor way of trving to get love or rather I
should say, to be loved.







Some Marks Which Characterize
Those Who Are Mature

® One Must have a minimum of intelligence.

® One must have a minimum of knowledge.

¢ Independence is another mark of maturity

® Another mark of maturity is the willingness
to try to make the other person happy.

Some Marks Which Characterize
Those Who Are Mature

o Another mark of maturity is the feeling of
gratitude instead of self-pity.

® The mark of maturity which is fundamental to
all the other marks is to be filled with Christian
love.

o Another mark of maturity is having the high
goal for human life. Using this life on earth to
prepare to be with God in eternity (Phil. 3:13,
14)

b
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THE NEW CREATURE 132
2 Core' 5:17=ma - 3

4

o

- Introduction, ¢ 8 ’ : .
L. We all love new things. Children love new tlothes, new shoes &hd new

toys.: Adults admire-new cars and new houses.

2, What is the world's greatest need? f ’
a, The business man says more business; the politician says more skilled
L pgliticians; the general says more preparation in the field of armour;
etc, :
b. The world's greatest néed is new cresgtures., s ' 5)
3. 86U e contents of this great verse with'me, Zzln
Z o i R e 5 G va L :
Discussiod, s b )
Ll —8 ’ e a8 ’
A. Many people offer lots of "ifs™ and "ands" about Christianity,
1. If one could-believe what lie desires and do what he wénts to and
. still be*a Christian, there would be many more Christians.
T2 rIf it was impossible to backslide there would'be more faithful
hristians, but + « + Gale 5:4; 2 Pet. B:20-22, ~
3+ If one 'could Be saved by a direct operation of the Holy Spirit
there would Be no need of gospel preaching, but « . «Rome 10313=17,
4o If the branch could bear fruit agaft from the vine oné could be
sdved ‘out ‘or the church, out of “hrist, but ., . . Jn. 'L5:1=5,
B. The little word "if" plays a very prominent part in Christianity as
it introduces conditions., Col, 1:21-23; 2 Pet. 1l:5-11, i _
Lle MANY SMANY, ; ’ . ;
A "Any" suggests that Christianity is universal in scope. Lt
1. Many would like to think that Gdd is & ndtional ‘god, Cf., 1l Kgs.
20:22-28, y ’ ) e
2. The great invitation is to all., Mt. 11:28-30. L
3+ The great commission included every creature, Mt. 28:18,19,20; Mk,
16:15,16.
L+ Peter recognized that God included all, Acts 10:34,35. )
Be "iny" suggests that man has the power to come after the Lord if he
will. Lke k126,287,
1I. "BE IN CHRIST."

A. The words "in Christ™ and "in Jesus Christ" appear 55 times in the

New Testament; 54 times in Paul's epstles
B« In Christ: y ,

l. Is a sphere of freedom, Rom. 8:1,2. The one in “hrist is no longer
bound by sin, but free from the law of sin and death,"When Eliza,
the slave-mother in Uncle Tom's Cabin, finds that she is sold to
a new owner who is going to separate her from her child, she makes
a desperate effort to escape, She has been sold in Kentucky; if
she can get into Ohio she will be under other laws, and her child
will be her own, She slips away from the inn where the sale has
been t ransacted down to the river bank, bBut there is no boat to
take her across! She hides in terror till she hears the hounds bay-
ing on her track., Then, with the courage of despair, she leaps
out on the floating ice floes in the river; she passes from one to
another, her child in her arms, her feet cut and bleeding, till she
is almost across the river; then as she nears the other shore a
stranger who has watched her flight reaches out @ hand and she
lends in safety---a free woman. The laws that bound her do not
run here, They have ceased to have any authority over her." (Great
Texts, Vols 16, p. 169)

Is a sphere of work., Rom., 16:3,9. A work of bringing others to
C'hrist ® '
3. In Christ is a clean, sweet, ordered, simple life. 1 Tim. 2:7.

fae ]
®



Le One is in the kingdom. Coles 1:13.

5. One has redemption. Cole l:lhe = °

6,.0ne has all spiritual blessings. Ephs 1:3.
7. One has salvation, 2 Tim. 2:10,

8, One is a néw creature and only in Christ., (Text) Gal. 6:15;
Eph, 2:10. “ |

IV, "HE IS A NEW CREATURE," >

-T. Because he has experienced a new birth, Jn. 3:3,5; 1 Pet. 1:22,23,
B. Because he has gut off the old things (old man) and put on the new

things (new man)., Text. Eph. 4:22-32.

C. Being a new creatute:

Py

1, He wears a new'name., Isa. 62:2; Acts 11:26, ‘ .
2. He has a new standing before God., Whereas he once stood at a
great distance he is now close, Acts. 2:39; Eph. 2:13%

3. He enjoys a new relationship with God.

a, We were once aliens, separated from God. Eph. 2:12.
b. But now fellow-citizens and sons. Ephe 2:19, '
L. He has entered upon a new way of life, Rom. 6:3=6; Col. 3:1-3;
- Qals 2:20 : AR O _ e
a., Have & new attitude toward 'our énémies, Mtae 5:43,44.
b. Have'a new attitude toward our neighbore. Mt., 22:39
' ¢, 'HAavé a new speech, Col. 4:6.
~d. Have a new way to spend the Lord's day. Heb. 10:25. - °
: : e 4 . ~

Conclusion.

T. K “hristian‘has @ néw outlook on life, Paul, before conversion, looked
on Christ after the flesh, but now his view has changed because he is’
a new creature. 2 Cor. 5:16,17, : :

2,%A Chrigtian has a new view of death. Rev. 14:13.

)
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A FAMINE OF HEARING THE WORDS OF THE LORD lSH
Amos 8:il=l3== :

&

Introduction.

1, Did you know the Supreme Court pﬁsged a law to close the doors QI all
the c wurches? (Pause). No, the statement is not true, but just how
bothered would many Christians be if ,it were true? And have not some
Christiang already voted to do this very thing? ‘ ¢

2. Reading the book of Amos is like reading a modern day newspeper or being
confronted with modern day, problems,

3. Amos prophesied about the year 750 B.C" to northern Israel (ten tribeg)
8. Jeroboam IT bagan to reign in 783B.C, and built Israel into a

strong political power,
b. Uzziah began to reign over Judah about the same time and llkGWlse,
built Judah into a strong power,

o The social conditions of the time were rotten indeed, It wes a period
of excessive luxury (Amos 3:15); the poor and the needy were oppressed
while the women cried for their lords to bring them more to drink (4: 1))
Justice was turned to wormwood (5:7); bribes were taken (5:11,12); and
corruption in general prevailed,

5. .The religious condition of thetime was one that God hated (5:21); there
was an abundance of religion but it was not coupled with justice and
rlghteousnesa (5:22-24); the people met, sang and layed gave sacri-
fices and tithes often, but it was what plea ed thom (L: Q5Y) .

6.. God .sent warning after warning to them, but no repentance. Famine (4:6);
drouth .(4:7,8); blasting and mlldew (4:9); pestilence (4:10); overthrow
OF some of thelr cities (4:11)., yet "have ye not returned unto me, saith

the Lord (4:11).
1 delseﬁt)hls prophets to them, but they wouldn't listen to the message
7:10-17

8. Finglly God lays a plumbline to Israel and says "I w1ll not again pass

by them any more." (7 8). He warns that he would send:

Discussion,
I. " A FAMINE IN THE LAND." Amos 8:11.
A, Famine: (1) General .scarity of food; destitution. (2) Extreme
scarity of something. (Webster)
B. It was not to be a "famine of bread, nor a thirst for water." 8:lla.
l, & famine of bread and water is a terrlble thing, but it has to do
with the body only. Gen. 43:1; 47:13.
2. The famine at the overthrow ofoTerusalem was & terrible thing and
similar occasions,
Coe It was to be a famine "of hearing the words of the Lord," S1ldby
1.This is the worst kind .of famine as it has to do with the soul of
man which is far more precious than the body. Mt. 10:28; 16:26; Lik.
2. Such a famine came:
©a, Og glnﬂ Saul and his deepest long”ﬁemavnpd unsatisfied. 1 Same
%
b. The Psalmist speaks of such a condition, Psa. 74:9.
ce There was a famine of hearing God's word during the Dark Ages, -
3., When God sends such a famine upon people they may seek everywhere
but-shall not find it. 8:12; Lam. 2:9; Lzmek., 7:206,
IT. WHY DID GOD SEND SUGH A FAMINE UPON ISRAEL?
= A, Because of their manner of life, 4
1. ghey selected an easy prey to mistreat--the M"poor" and '"needy."
Lo
2. They hankRered after Sabbath day trade, 8:5a. "They are making mar-
kets mentally in the very house of God, and, with the words of
worship on their lips, 'their heart rvops after covetousness.' From




TLII.

Sunday devising to Sunday-transacting of business the step is but a
small one-~too small not to be taken when opportunity and temptation
meet." (Pul. Com,, Vol., 14, p. 101)

3, They practiced unfair dealing. 8:5. :
s They trafficed in human life for a small price. 8:6. :

B, Because of their attitude toward God's word.

1, They had God's word, _mos. 3:l; 4:l; 7:14=17, '

2. They did not appreciaEe God's word., (Most of us fail to really
appreciate something until it is taken from us=--bodily health, -
palitical freedom, religious freedom, Prodigel son didn't ap-
preciste whet he had until he was without it. Lk. 15).

. 3. They despisdd and rejected the word of God. Amos 7:12,13; Isa.

5:214;. Cfo Psa, 1071110 a

¢ Lo They had rather do other things than to listen to and obey God's
word. i -
a. They were doing what they liked to do even in thelr worshipp .

Amos L4:5. i : ,

b. They were enjoying themselves and not "erieved for the afflict-
. ion of Joseph." Amos 6:1-6.. :

WHAT LESSONS CAN WE GAIN FROM THIS WARNING?

P

T. Those things Lhat happened unto them are examples to help us. Rom. .
15:4; 1 Cor. 10:6,1L,
B, Just as Israel had Cod's word, so we have the gospel, the word of God.,
1. It is.by that word men are sanctified. dn, 17:17. ;
2, It is the the power by which men are saved. Rom. 1:16;5 Jas. L2l
3, It is the message which furnishes man completely. 2 Tim. 3146117«
Jve It is God's final message o man. Hebe 1:1; dJude 3e
¢, Do we, like Israel of old, fail to appreciate the word of God and
what it means to us? ¢ ‘ - .
1, Some members of the church were up in the air about the decision
of the Supreme Uourt regarding Bible reading in the s¢hool y: buk ;
some of those same people never study .their Bible at home or in
Bible classes.
2, Some members of the church don't appreciate God's word .enough to
even study their lesson before :coming to class. (People in
some countries are begging for a Bible. liow little excuse we will
ave. ) 5
D, Do we; like Israel of old, despise and reject God's word? .
1, "No, I wauld never do & thing like thet" says one, :
2, But when one -refuses to do :what it syas he despises and rejects
God's word,., Heb. 10:25-29, oS
3, 1 Thess, 5:20; Lk. 10:16. :
B¢ Aré wey like Israel of old, allowing other things to keep Ws frqm

studying and obeying God's word? -2 Time 3:l-k.

% ‘1. :Some had rather watch television on Sunday and Wednesday nights.
. 4 . < R}
2. Some ere busy making excuses and some:tell the truth--"I just don't
. . want to come." (An elder of the church told me this once,) v
Conclusion, - . " ‘

L3

2

Tow terrible the thought to ever be without the word of ;God-in.our life.
Yet a failure to use that we have can bring such a result (Mt. 13:12) and
failing to live accerding to what we now know. (Phile 3:16). God does not
continually cast his pearls before swine. Mt. 746, : 4

We must not allow the god of this world to blind us to the truth (R Core

Lsly)

&



YOURS CAN BE A
SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGE

Yours Can Be A Successful Marriage

¢ By a successful marriage, I do not mean those
that merely avoid divorce. A successful marriage
is “one which reaches the physical, mental,
emotional and spiritual levels which God would
have a marriage to reach.”
¢ There is great value gained from a successful
marriage.
— The lives of the marriage partners will be intensely
enriched which enables them to enrich other lives.

~ When relationships in the home are improved, the

relationship between the home and the church is
improved.

Yours Can Be A Successful Marriage

¢ In five previous lessons we have noted:
~ Why study marriage (2 lessons)
— The profound significance of the marriage vow.
— Why marriages fail
— Marriage is not for the immature.
® In this lesson I propose:
— To tie together some matters already studied.
— Add some new thoughts
— To set forth some ingredients of a successful marriage;

— To note some things that both husband and wife can
do to make their marriage successful

Both Bride and Groom Should Recognize
That Christian Character Is the True Basis for
a Successful Marriage

® Just as one cannot build a strong house out of
rotten wood so one cannot build a successful
marriage out of people of poor character.

¢ Each one coming to take the marriage vows
should bring a pure mind and pure body. (I
Corinthians 3:16, 17; 6:19)
— There is no double standard of morality
— You cannot bring a pure mind and pure body to the

alter if you associate with people of low morals and
low standards.(I Corinthians 15:33)

I Corinthians 3:16, 17

16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of
God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in
You? 17 If any man defile the temple of
God, him shall God destroy; for the temple
of God is holy which temple ye are.







I Corinthians 6:19

19What? Know ye not that Your body is
the temple of the Holy ghost which is in

Yyou, which ye have of God, and Ye are not
your own?

Both Bride and Groom Should Recognize
That Christian Character Is the True Basis for
a Successful Marriage

¢ Just as one cannot build a strong house out of
rotten wood so one cannot build a successful
marriage out of people of poor character,

¢ Fach one coming to take the marriage vows
should bring a pure mind and pure body. (1
Corinthians 3:16, 17; 6:19)
— There is no double standard of morality
- You cannot bring a pure mind and pure body to the

alter if you associate with people of low morals and
low standards.(I Corinthians 15:33)

1 Corinthians 15

33 Do not be deccived: "Evil company
corrupts good habits."

Both Bride and Groom Should Recognize
That Christian Character Is the True Basis for
a Successful Marriage

® To have Christian character one must
become a Christian, a child of God; more
than just becoming religious. (Matt. 7:21;
John 3:3,5; Acts 2:41,47)

® One must become an active, faithful child
of God. “Divorce is unknown where both
partners are faithful Christians.”

Matthew 7

21 "Not everyone who says to Me, "Lord,
Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom

of heaven, but he who does the will of My
Father in heaven.

John 3

3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Most
assuredly, I'say to you, unless one

is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God."

5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee,
Except a man be born of water and of the

Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of
God.







Malachi 2

14 Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because the LORD hath
been witness between thee and the wife of thy
youth, against whom thou hast dealt
treacherously: yet is she thy companion, and the
wife of thy covenant.

15 And did not he make one? Yet had he the residue
of the spirit. And wherefore one? That he might
seek a godly seed. Therefore take heed to your
spirit, and let none deal treacherously against the
wife of his youth.

16 For the LORD, the God of Israel, saith that he
hateth putting away: for one covereth violence
with his garment, saith the LORD of hosts:
therefore take heed to your spirit, that ye deal not
treacherously.

Married Couples Must Learn
How to Handle Properly Their
Financial Affairs

® It means learning to live within your
income.

® It means you do not have to buy
everything you see or everything you
want.

® It means giving God proper place in your
financial affairs — FIRST.

Married Couples Should Avoid
the Little Quarrels

® Many husbands and wives quarrel over
things of little importance.

® Most of the big quarrels stem from the
little ones

Married Couples Should Fight
for Each Other, Not Against

¢ Husband and wife have become one in
the battle against the world

® If you do criticize each other, do not do it
before others and before your children.
It is best to avoid it.

Husband and Wife Should Do

Things Together
® It is good to do things with your children
— it builds family unity.
® But it is also good to do things — just
husband and wife — away from others.

Married Couples Must Learn to
Compromise on Things That Do Not
Really Matter — Give and Take

® Do not be afraid to admit your
companion has a better idea.

® Do not be ashamed to apologize and say
“I’ sorry.” How many marriages have
failed, because false pride kept one
companion from saying, “I’m sorry.”







Conclusion

® Do you want your marriage to be
successful?

® Do you want to grow in your relationship
with your partner?

® Then how much are you willing to work
at it?
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% MARY ANOINTS THE LORD ‘
MT, 26:6-15; Mk 1483-9;.Jn, 1231=0=

- . 45 . :

lntroductlon..‘fjﬂ/ﬁﬁf_ | .

Bty Jeeqy 3 i i .
';) Te After(JeSés‘had/mace his triumphal entry he came to Bethany where he was

glven a supper. Jn. 25,2,
2. Those present were: : )
éo Th.e LOI’C}. : 3 : :
be Simon who had been cured of léprosy and in whose house the supper’
was o Mk, 1433, ; :

ce Lazarus who had been raised froa the dead. s :
de. Martha who did the serving. 'Jhs 1252 ‘ Yo
6+ Mary who anointed the Levd, ‘Ini ‘123, ‘ g
5 fo Judas who betrayed the Lord, ’
3 g+ Peter vho denied the Lord.
he. The other apostles. % » ’ !

| 5+ Cn the occasion of the Supper liary tooksa pound of spikenard and anointe-
| ed the Lord's head sid feet, She ‘was ‘Pebulked by Judas (and other) but

' pralsed by the ‘Lord. (Text): .
4, From this account let us notice many valubble lessong.

©

Discussion, ‘ . ¢ - . ;
I, THE CHARACTER OF MARY'S NOBIE ACT, .

As It was a humble act, - " <

’ W +l. Maryisat'at Jesus! feet to be taught., Lk, 10:38,39,

‘ i 24 llary foll at his fest to receive consolation, Jn. 11:32,

3. Mary is now at his feot in ‘an expression of devotion, love and

humility. ’
e » 4, Lot us fall at the Lord's feet.wiﬁg,tpe humility of Mary. Psa.
) T Tas 4030 ) <Pek, 55,6, Hes, jp; [’ v
; Be It was an act brompted by thankfdlness.
| 1. Three and half years with theLord had fatled to arouse gratitude
g "L isinadudas; 14
i Re Mary understood -that love from-heaven expressed in deegs of might
f ' and mercy must be roturned in the form of gratitude.&,ayﬁqu/'dﬁggjﬂ{
; Co. It was gn act that was Stately and splednid in its lavishness. 7
| le lary s devotion was unres trained in its expression.
? e+ The alabaster box was very ¢ ostly but she broke it. Mk. 14:3.
| - ' b. The ointment of spikenard was hard to obtain and-very expen=-
| give. Est%giﬁe for the cost ,of . bound range from %45‘22 ‘
? : 5&;40056%% W%% A > £z .oﬁ,é e z/
1 i el E ) P : A P Lt s 1:/; )
| 2. Love is néver wl#ifig o vadtod on e oo?sct’o its @ Lec*¢on62¢2§g
; that vhich cost nothing. : ! ﬁ/
: &+ David refused to offer unto God "that which doth cost me mo= .
E thing." 2 Sam. 24:24, gt «
E . be Mary did not stop to consider the cos & of what she ‘bestowed
on Jesus. ~ . :
c. How we need to be more like lMary in our devotion to the Lord.
, ‘ Do It was an act that was beautifyl in its timeliness., %,
t : 1., Simon who had been cured of leprcsy was present.
: ©« Lazarus who had been raised from the dead was there.
% 5. Jesus, about to enter the deeep waters amd dark night of the
| Passion Week, was thers. ' :
4. Now was the time for Mary's noble act. .
\ﬂ} : a. Jogeph and Nicodemus did a wonderful thing but waited until

the Lord was crucified. Jn. LD$58,39,
be Léﬁmw§%beﬁ@ore lile Mary in embracing our opportunities ag they V;
warise and not wait/pntil they are past. éLAZ4w~Z4ZLﬂ»éaad P2z

3 1




@, It was an act that brought out the sharp contrast between the char-
acter of Mary end Judas. (Jn. 12:3-6)
1, Mary was the embodiment of self-sacrifice; Judas of selfishness.
2. Mary expressed her feeling in a costly gift; Judas by cheap sar-
Casme -
3. liary took the place of a servant of Jesus; Judas constituted himd )
self a critic. . ’ ' i
: 4. Mary has been remembered for her loyalty; J dag, as a tralbor.,
1T, THE EVALUATION (F MARY'S NOBIE ACT.-* ,j”fjﬁ» yee f; ( ;;,,“’f:; ;_f;j;f . gﬁf",@f&’,”;@éé*
R, Judas (and some of the others) Sald:” P8 wirad Purpose Waq'thiﬁiu,ﬁjﬁflﬁg
waste?" Nt. 26:8. : ” Lo e ma?)
L TO Judas anything bestowed on the Lord was waste. A
o. o many btoday all timé, mendy ,ardpeffart bestowed gn the Lord )
in his Jc suse im a waste. /Qt?é’r"’, "[’/d Ze0 ..L/f’g Lo w;;fﬂzg f%‘f’%f"’é
3, But to the Lord all treastre béstowed on Him 1s not waste, but the' )
only real treasure. lite 6:19,20.
B. Jesus sald: ;
1. "She hath wrought a good work on me." lik. 14:6.
2. T™e Lord considered Mary ¢ act, not a waste, but a "noble
deed", a good work. “ : : :
b. Good 'works are a pgrt of the 1life of every Christian todaye.
Brhe 2310; Titus%* 538,14,
o, "She hath done what she could." lik. 14:8.
a. lary could not build a hespital, preach like Paul , sing like
angels, but she did what she could., ;
(1) She did what she could at the time she had to do it.
(2) She did what she could in the way she hed to do 1%.
(3) She did what she could as an expression of gratitude for
‘ that which had been done for her. :
) (4) She did vhat she could for the one worthy of her hest. /o
ba ALl men must do -what-they cane Mte 25:14=30; 2 Cor. Szlz‘éé&véf ;V&
(1) Mosoes did what he could with a rod--he led Israsl oul of '
bond ageo. o
(2) Samson did what he could with the jawbone of an ass=-=-he slew
1,000 Philistines. Judges 15315, :
(3) David did what he could with a sling--he slew Goliath.
1l Sam. 17:580. ; ;
(4) Andrew could not preach llke Peter, but he did what he
could -~he brought him to Jesus. Jn. l. :
(5) The small boy did what could with five loaves and two fish=-
es=-he gave them to Jesus. Jn. 6. X ,
(6) Darcas did what she could with a neeffle-=Acts 9--She sewed
her name into immortalltye. i
| 3. Wheresosver this gospel shall he preached throughout the whole
‘world, this also that she hath done shall be spoken of. for a mem-
orial of her." Mk. 14:9. ; h :
a. Her deed has becomea memorial of her love and service to Jesus.
b. Mary, like Abel though "being dead yet speaketh." Heb. lls4.

Conclusione.

The Tord did not praise many individuals by name, but Mary is one that
he praised on-at least two occasions. When eating in her home Jesus sald
@ Miary hath chosen that good part." (Lk. 10:42)  And as long ‘as the ‘wor ld
§ stands the praise heaped on lary by our Lord4~"she hath wrought a good
work on me" and M"she hath done what she could"=will be preached td men. Thf
. world neods more Marys's. ZIet it be sald of us '"He hath done what he could v/

e J 3 S s ¢er€ %" ) % 24
) %M‘J [4,,‘,,,_.,ﬂw t:l& bClare’ Lt 4,%» W '&'& 24’-«(2«.) J/ ﬁ" e ‘z,.» ek fw’ z\ 2; 7& ’7
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IS GOD'S MARRIAGE LAW BINDING ON THE ALIEN SINNER?

Matt. 19:3-9

INTRODUCTION

1. There is no institution in today's society under more Ssevere attack
than marriage.

a. The Communists attack it because they believe that individual
freedom, the right of free enterprise, and marriage and the
family, all ought to be tied together and thrown in the same
trash can.

b. Many in Americag attack marriage, live outside the marriage re-
lationship, and believe it is out of date.

2+ In this study we propose to study:

DISCUSSION
I. WHAT IS MARRIAGE?

A. "Marriage is an institution ordained of God for the honor ang hap-
piness of mankind, in which one man and one woman enter into a
bodily and spiritual union, pledging each to the other's mutual
love, honor, fidelity, sympathy, forbearance, and comradship, such
as should assure an unbroken continuance of their wedlock so long
as both shall live." (H. Leo Boles)

B.. "Marriage has been defined as the legal union for life of one man
and one woman to discharge toward each other and toward the com-
munity the duties imposed by law in bersons related as husband and
wife." (Richard V. Mackay, From "Law of Marriage and Divorce."

C. "Marriage is an agreement (a contract) between two eligible parties
to take each other in holy matrimony, according to the laws of God
and the laws of the land. When T bronounce a couple 'husband and
wife they are in faet; atvthat time, husband and wife.!' The physi-
cal union is g blessing which comes as a result of marriage. Tt

is not what constitutes the marriage." (Roy Deaver, Your Marriage
Can Be Great, p. 93)

IT. WHAT ARE THE: PURPOSES OF MARRIAGE?
A. TFirst, it is to propogate the human race. (Gen. 1Ls283951)
B. Second, companionship is to be provided. (Gen. 2:18-25)
C. Third, it is to brevent immorality. (1 Cor. 5:1-5)
D.  Fourth, it provides responsibilities to both husdand (1 T, 58
Eph. 6:4) and wife. (1 Tim. 5:14; Titus 2:5)
ITI. WHO HAS THE RIGHT TO MARRY?
A. The man or woman who has never been married, and is physically and
mentally able to assume the responsibilities of marriage. (1= Eaor,
7:2; Eph.6:1-4; Titus 2:1-4)
B. The man or woman that has been married and his or her companion
is dead. (Rom. 7:1-43 1 Ccor. 7::.39)
C. The man or woman who has been married and his or her companion is
guilty of fornication. (Matt. 5;32; 19:9)

IV. WHAT ARE SOME- CONTENTIONS ABOUT WHO TS BOUND BY GOD'S MARRIAGE LAW?

A. First, there are some who contend that péeple in the worild (oute
side the church) are under eilvid1ilaw exclusively.

1. "While in the world, people cannot be with or without 'a Scrip-
tural cause' for anything, seeing they are not under Christian
law, but under Civil Law exclusively." (R0, Fuqua, The Vin-
dicator, Oct. 19515 »h @)

2. M"All hik 1Aw and legislation are exerted in the church, and

over 1its members exclusively; so that the world is in no sense
under any law of Christ." (Ibid., p. 5)

3. "God has placed the World as ‘such under Civil Law exclusively."



(Ibid)

"That being true, nothing done in the world was looked

upon as a sin, for it transgressed no law from Him."

(Ibid, p. )

"Therefore, no specific sins, 1ike fornication, could be

levied against people in the world." (Ibid)

"They were not 'living in adultery' in the world, be-

cause adultery 1s a violation of God's specific law;

and people in the world are not under any specific law

from God. They are not therefore required to repent of

any specific sins." (Ibid} p. 3)

The Bible teaches that alien sinner can violate the

moral laws of God.

a. One cannot voilate a l1aw to which one is not amend -
able. (Rom. 3:19; .15)

b. Aliens were condemned for violating God's moral laws
in Romans 1:24-32

¢c. The Corinthians were sinners when they were aliens
but they were gullty of adultery, fornication, ete.
(1 Cor. 6:9-11)

d. Paul condemned the heathen for living in the lusts
of the flesh because 1t was contrary to God's law.
(Eph. 2:1-3)

"The doctrine that the laws of Christ do not apply to

all, and that aliens are subject to civil law only, \

carries with it many disturbing implications." Yzaves)

2. There would be no such thing as fornication afid adul-
tery since the civil law does not forbid or punish
these acts.

b. Group marriages of one hundred men and one hundred
women with total sexual privileges to all would be
moral if the civil law authorized it.

c. 'Trial marriages' to see if companions are sexually
compatible would be approved of God if the civil law
sanctioned 1it.

d. Free love communes with total license would not be
wrong.

e. | Seilentific breedling of the human race, like that of
livestock, would be allowed.

£. Concubinage and polygamy would be permitted 1f the
civil law authorized them.

g. Complete freedom to divorce and remarry for any
reason would be possible as long as it was recognized
by the civil law.

h. Homosexuality, lesbianism, and pestiality, violating
no law of man, would be legitimate unions.

i. All non-Christians would not be married in the eyes
of God because God would have absolutely nothing to
say to them on anything. Alifiee/ would be merely the
same as animals mating in the woods. When the aliens
are baptized, would that marry them in God's eyes?
Baptism is said to effect a lot of things in the
Bible but this doctrine has it even performing mar-
riages! What 1f one party is a Christian and his
spouse is not? Are they married in the eyes of God?
Are children born to this union illegitimate?

j. So long as one is out of the church, he cannot be
guilty of any sin (wrongdoing), except as he may be
guilty of violating some civil law.

k. The world could never be charged with committing any

specific sins. Can aliens violate Gal.. 5:19-21%
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li An alien could never obey the gospel for he would not
v be subject to the laws of Christ. Furthermore, how

could he become 3 sinner or enter the world if he cannot
violate God's law?

(a) Is one born s sinner?

(b) Is it a violation of the civil law that makes me g.
sinner?

(¢c) TIs it a violation of the law of God?

(d) Or just what?

9. Objections:
a. "Baptism takes away all sins."

(1) It is true that all sins are washed away by the blood
of Christ‘in baptism but baptism does not turn a sin-
ful act into a rightful relationship.

(2) Could a man running a house of prostitution keep run-
ning the house of prostitution?

b. "Paul says (1 Cor. 7:20) that a man should abide in his
calling in which he was called."

(1) What if a man had ten wives when he was called?

(2) What if a man was involved in g homosexual marriage
when called?

(3) Paul is teaching one may remain in a legitimate re-
lationship, but not a wrong one.

c. "What about the home and the children?"
(1) This is of course an objection geared to arouse the
emotions.

(2) No one with the compassion of Christ can fail to pe
touched with this objection but one can break up an
unlawful sexual relationwhip without throwing the
children out in the cold or breaking up the home.

(3) Are polygamous marriages sinful? Should they be
broken up? What about the children here?

(4) What if a Mormon had five wivesg? Would he have to
give them up if he became a Christian? v

(5) In Indonesia, a Moslem can have, legally, ~five wives.
Would he have to break up this polygamous relation if

- he became a Christian®
10. §Zi;ogim§:
a. Major Premise: All men who violate the law of Christ are
men who me subject to the law of Christ.
b. Minor Premise: Men in the world are men who have violated
the law of Christ.

(1) The Athenians were guilty of idolatry (Acts 17:23)
ldolatry is a violation of the law of Christ (Gal. 5:20

(2) The Corinthians were guilty of idolatry before they
were washed (baptized)

¢. Conclusion: Men in the world are men who are subject to
the law of Christ.

second, there are some who contend that alien sinner is under

civil law, also under the law of the heart, but not under God's

marriage law because it is only for Christians.

1. "This is the basic argument in my book, i.e., that Christ's
legislation in His bersonal ministry was for those in his
covenant who were married to one another. Therefore, it is
unscriptural for us to extend it to include mixed marriages
(Paul dia not), or to marriages to two people outside the
covenant." (James Bales, Not Under Bondage, p. 8)
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"Therefore, we have no rlght to, bind on people in The
world the law of Christ, which He bound on two married
people who are in His covenant. Once they obey the gospel
they come under Christ's law in this matter and they
are not to divorce and remarry except for fornication.
However, the law of Christ is not retroactive and they
do not have to break up their second marriage when they
come into Christ even though they had been divorced for
some reason other than fornication." (James Bales, Not
_Under Bondage, D-. 1857 }
God's marriage law is binding on all people.
a. God gave a universal law in the very beginning of
time. Gen. 2:18-24. '
b. John the Baptist told Herod that he had no right to
nave his brother Philip's wife. Matt. 1U4:1-9
c. The argument that Rom. 5.1L4 pecomes the standard
of conduct for those outside of Christ removes the
need of divine revelation.
d. If God's marriage law is not binding on the alien

sinner, and there 1s no need of any change after bap-

tism, then what about the Mormon who has more than
~one wife, or the Moslem who has four.




>)Iﬁtroduction \

D&RR AGE AN
NOG

THm_ouE | 139

O’ll“}

QUESTIONS ABOUT MARRIAGE" /@ °*

2 \l Cor, 7 // » i «

1.

today., They were just as interested in
\

Christians in the firwt,ceﬁtury had their/problems Just as we h&ve ours

earning the, solution to them ag
we are, \ :
The church st Corinth had many probley

>

fs which Paul discusses in his letter

~ 0
to them. They had the problems of d¥vision, sin:f&n, the church 1) brother
woﬂnp to law go“ﬂn t brother, Xarrifge, eating meats offered to idols, the
LO’”‘CL O""' ber, V]r‘b; et.c. \ A :

Bs dnid Cor. 75 ?'nW answers. some qxéctions which the. Corinthians had asked,
T 3 3 Lo
$ishdggwers to their OTPPLIOLQ/IQ ut marriage are to be discuss in this
—a--r»_)):“'._ 2

-Diseussion, . // ‘

1
-
—

I. IS MARRTAGE

0

[ CHRISTIANS? -
=

m
b
A 'H"-’"”'O (‘:'P L-'[q 1n - } j, NAadte A2 .
dw 201 bl ,“mt one broke God's divine. precept

,1.

T(mwg 3n qu n'-,h

}f one rﬂt,%qeﬁ single, The losophers affirmed, on’-the -other
hand, that if a man would 11 and pure he should not enter.
into marriage, The/Corinthiane n were urged, on the one hand, to
marry and on the owher to refrain firom it. Under such conditions “they
wrote Paul, \ :

B. The Roman Catholjc today teaches thay the state of celibacy is the
purest state forbids her prie St5,\ nuns, etc, to marry,

C. Paul's answer Ho the question must be'\considered in view of the present
YA z
distress. 1 Gor. 7:26, \

1. Marriage . matter of indifference-=-one may marry or not Marry.

1 Cor, 7
i Gor,

"9 ® "'-,
is a state that belongs only\to this life., ILk. 20:27-35;
29 ""3 l ®

3. 80 Pau leaves it up to each individual\as to whether he marries or
remaiys single, emphasizing tl one shoyld marry if one needs to
to sofs 1 Cors 7:8 49 i :
WHAT IS PAUL'S INSPTRED ADVICE WHERE BOTH ARE CHRISTIANS? WHAT SHOULD BE

THE COURSE POLLOWED IF SEPARATION OCCURS?

Ao "Let not the wiie depart from her husband." '"Let not the husband put
'“‘]3" his wi 'Fe." i COI‘. 7 10 llo

Be. But if t hey cannot live tob@u“er and still serve God and one depart
this course nust be followed: ;
1, They mﬂfﬁ%ﬁiﬁ;rrled, Tadls
2+ Or be reconciled to each other. 7:11.

C. The exception the Lord gives in Matt. 5:32 is not mentioned here be-
cause seemly Paul is discussing separation and not divorce.

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE TEACH OUGHT TC BE DONE WHERE ONE IS A CHRISTIAN AND

THE CTnm? ONE IS NOT? (One obeys the gosple aftef marriage and the other

s not)

A ?v:don4~J, due to teaching that prevailed in Corinth or to misunder-
standing of the gos l qome of the Corinthians believed that a
Chrlstlan could not inue to live with a non-Christian,

B- ., If the unbeliever was w1111n6 to continue to live with the C rlstlan
"let him not put her away", "let her not leave him", 7:12,13.,
l. There was the hope that the non-Christian might be converted. 716,
2. Peter expressed this n0pe when he told Christian wives how to con-

duct themselves before their non-Christian husbands., 1 Pet, 3:1=64

Ce If the unbeliever departed despite the Christian's efforts then the
Christian is nd longer under bondage. 7:15. (No longer obligated to
that one to carry out the marriage dues and obligations.)




IV.

WIAT DOES THE BIBLE TEACH ABOUT -A WIDOW MARRYING AGATN?

A

Be

Under the present distress Paul felt 'a widow would be happir if she re-

mained unmarried, 7:40.

Under normal circumstances Paul encouraged young widows to marry.

1 Tim. 5:14, Way? i : of

1., He recognized the strong appeal of the flesh. 1 Tim. 5:11, : A

2. A lot of idle time would give room for temptation to engage in sin,
1 Tim, 5:13. As a result the devil would have occasion torblas-
pheme, 1 Tim. 5:14. v

The only restriction placed upon the second marriage is that it be in

the Lord. 1 Gor. 7:i39. .

Some questions a widow might, consider before entering into a second

marriage., . ¢ ‘ - .

1, Can I adjust to.a second marriage or will: I dlive too. muchoin'the .
past? , ‘

2, What about the children? Will they be able to adjust? .

3., Can I tolerate mention of my second companion'sS former mate (If
they have heen married before) and can he or she tolerate mention
of mine? :

ion, A
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Psa. 37:12-17-

o

o i = 5 h] B ‘. >
) Latreductien.

1o 8al, 6:7. ¢ i they do will ever meet them again,
Sut there is Py certain than t t every act, however iﬂsiinfi,‘
cant will meet us acain. X - "

a o .
a. When Moses slew the Egyptian and hid him in the sand he thought the
©

4

o

matter was closed, but he wag reminded of the deed the next day, and :

hed teo flee for his life., Ex. 2:12-15, d ;

b. When Joseph's brothers had received money for him and sew the caravan
disappear in the distance they were confident the event was closed
forever. But 22 years later the famine compelled them to come face to

face with their deed, What pains of enguish, Gen. 37:-42:21,
¢, When David had teken Uriah's wife, ordered him placed in the foremost
of the battle so he would be killed, he thought the deed was over,

But he was forced to meet the consequences of his ,evil deed over and
over again. &2 Sam, 1l:1ff,

\ do Bre. H. Leo Boles used to tell the story of how he and his brother
attempted tq outwit their father, They were given the task of
planting some beans in a field of corn, As evening wore on and the
teks was not completed they decided to plant all the beans in one
place. By and by the beans came up and their father called them to
the field one day to face their deed. . ]

2+ The day of the wicked men is coming--day of utter destruction, ruin and

retribution, ) '

w

o« God hates wickedneaé (Prov. 6:16
of the wicked, (Ezek. 33:11). i
God's mercy pardons the penitent sinner (Heb. 8:12) but his justice
demands punishment of the wicked and impenitent.,
Ge God's immutable law decrees punishment of Gthe wicked. Gal. 6:7,8;
Preve. 11:21; Psa. 1l:4-6,
« It is the cold, brazen, impenitent, hard»hearted, stiff-necked sinner
thet the Lord laughs at, and whose day is coming,

-19)., but finds no delight in the death
[} :

S’
o
°

Lo

N

.

Discussion, : .
I. WHO IS THE WICKED MAN? i : ! :
. As Web, defines "wid ed"---Morally bad, evil, iniquitous,
B. The Bible definition is more comprehensive,
l. Murder is widkedness., 1 Jn, 3:12; Gen. 4:1-8.
« Violence, corruption and disobedience is widkedness. Gen, 0:5,11 ;*kime
2 LPet. 3:20, '
Unchasity. . >
a, Homosexuality, Gen. 18:23,25,
b. Fornicatiqn. Gen. 39:9. '
Ex. 9:27. The Egyptians were cruel, heartless, oppressive, idolat-
riqus, and covenant breakers, .
Man who dodges obligations; won't pgy debts, etc. Psals 37:21,
Contentious, quarrelsome, trouble-maker. Prov. 21:10. v
. «f+ Neglect of duty. Mt, 25:26. . ( ' :
C. Wickedness is a disregard for Justice, righteousness, truth, honor,
. Wirtue, end duty; evil in thought and life; immorality, sinfulness,
crimnality. ,
u D. Wickedness erises in the heart. Mk. 7:21=23. Men outwardly war
- wicked because the heart isg evil, *
VfI. THE DAY OF THE WICKED IS COMING. |
A. The day of rebribution is coming. ‘
1. Examples from the Bible,. . :
I8 4 .. 8y Antediluvians,_ Gen. 6:5,11; 1 Pet. 3:20; Matt, 24:37=39,
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b. Amalekibes. Ex. 17:8; Yeut. 25:17-19; 1 Sam. 15:2-9. (412 years
from time deed done until day of -retribution.)
¢c. Belshazzar. Dan. 5.
(1) 170 years earlier Isaiahﬁqad prophesied the downfall of Baby-
10na Isao 21:1"9)’ TE”IEpl‘?/ L Rara Mook ;
(2) The same night of the feast Cyrus was diverting the waters
of (the Buphrates River, and merched his army under the wall

/ of the city and slew Belshczzar and his lords.
\V/ﬁ. The rich farmer. Lk. 12:16-21, "All accounts are not settled
¢ in October,"

2. The day of rebribution-is still -coming to the wicked-
a., Man may have passed the point of no return in sififul delusion.
Isa. 5:20.
b, Day is.coming to the ungodly, impenitent, lovers of pleasures
. of -the world,; lustful, immoral; dishonest, corrupt, chislers

and cheaters, ¢ #
. c. Vay is coming to the lukewarm, indifferent, negligent ciurch

members., (Make promises to preacher, elders, etc. to come to
church, but don't. Yet ashamedi Run and dodge, duck and hide,
feel relieved when c hurch fokk-and preacher quit botheringe)

d. May neglect use of talent, but like one talent ‘man-and barren
fig bree, your day -is coming. \

3. Wicked men interpret the delay in God's retribution as a green
light for more sinful indulgence, whereas it is an extension of
divine mercy. 2 Pet. 3:9. Eccle. 8:11.

o Parsist in sin and your day-will come, maybe as failing healthy
financial loss, or some natural disaster, but it will come,

oA

.«

{

R, Day of death is coming. Gen, 27:2; Heb. 9:27. .
1. Consider the notoriously wicked -first: - . v

a., John dillinger - an infamous  outlaw of prohibition era; & notor- g

jous gunman, escaped from prison with & pistol he had carved oubt \
.1 .of wood. But when he stepped out of a Chicago theater with &he
woman in red, his day had come, 7 - - g .

b. Adolf Hitler founded the 3rd Relch w wch he ‘baasted would last -
1,000 yearses Was d on hatred, tyranny, and innocent bloods
Lested only 12 years, and [itler had died a suicide,

¢, Capyl Chessman, California crimingl guilty of grievous crimes
against soclety. Condemned to die. By. legal maneuvers he e~
luded his appointment with the executioner for about’ k2 years.
Poasted he wouldn't die. DBut about 2 years ago he was led .into
the gas chamber and executed. His .day hadicome, '

.2, Phe sinner - he may be waltzing while Satan calls the tunej; may be
enjoying perfect health; may not have sgen a doctor .since. birth,
but his day isg coming. Some day you won t come home in the .evening;
in the family circle your-.seat will -be eémpty. ‘

C. The day of the resurrection is coming. Jn. 5:28,29. .
D. Day of judgment is coming. Rom. 14:12; Aets 17:30,3Ls . . »
1, May be pious on Sunday and rascal the rest of the week.,  May slip

."iVand 1lie, -drink, cheat, and get Joy without your church friends
knowing, but 1 Core L:5. g . 3 ,

24 ng be a modern Pharisee, put on gaod .front publically. Matt. 23127,

28, ¢

B, Day of deom and punishmenﬁ. Rev. 6:15-17; Matts 25:41; Psa. 9:17.

Coneclusion, .- | . . 3

T. The warning of this lesson is %o the wiIful sinners; those who in spite od
earnest pleas and exhortations Dby faithful servants of God and plain warn-
ings from the Scriptures persist in sin. | < o

2410 1 i

is as simple as the proposition: 2. 8.2 w ), Either it does or.it doen't
osit

You:live right or you donit. It is an Bither -«0r P
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Jn. 1:1-5-‘- ‘

‘ Introductio:
)’ I. Luke begins his account of
ortance of WLPC had
nd no woﬁo er when one
world and f
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f Christ with an emphasis on the
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heard, Lke l:l=4,
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e’ influence Christ has had upon the
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Solitary LifeSeparate
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3. In this series ol 30Ng e to *TQCOht in chronological or-
der, some thoughts on the life and death of Christ.,

L+ In this sgudy Hc will be studied as the Word. ﬁr,nOﬂbb him;
Discussion. : ;.
I. AS. AN ETERNAL, DIVINE B .
KJTUTh tuﬂ 00““n7;v JIE :
l. "In the beginh the same gs uhxt,of Gen. 1l:l.
) 2+ The w01d was time and ornﬁkwon, le was not
‘ created, but was *Le for ,J"'ﬂﬂ the creation,
B, The Word, .
1. The Greeks ucﬂd "word" to mean reason and wisdom,
; 2. John uses it to mean thought and expression, [He. conceives God
: as cut off from his Preaturﬁs by many barriers, but communicat-
ing with man: by Phrﬂ o who is his Word. )
3. Christ is the word. l.lh; Rev. 19:13. If we hLad one word in our
_ language that could sum up everything, then that is what John
) says Christ is, e
o oH s called the Word before his conception and birth,
2. He is nowhere called the Son of God or the son of man exeept
prophetically before his conception and hzrth of the wvirgin,
b. e is nowhere called Jesus or Savior until he came to save his
people'From their sins, save as the Spirit in prophecy fore-

C‘l’

old this would be nzs mw, sion,

He is nowhere called the b“rLgt until he was anointed "with t he
oil of gladness &above T“13 fellows", until he in his mission on
earth received the Spirit "without measure" save as it was
foretold in prophecy that he would be the enointed, the
Christ of God.

' C. The Word was with God. l:1l. Eternal Personality.
; "1, The word was on a level with and in communication with God--"most
intimate communion,"
2. Christ spoke of the glory he had with the Father before the
world begin. dJdn. 17:5,24.
D. The Word was God. l:1l. Dpluj.
1, This clause is cited and relied on to prove there is one person
- in the God head,
' a, Three present at Christ's baptism. Mte 3:16 Wiy 1
b, On the mount of trans flourctlon a voice snoke from heaven,
Mt. 17:485.
c. Jesus commended his spirit to the Father when he heng on the
cross. Lke 23:46.
) 2o Christ i 'fhe express image of the Father's person. Heb. 1:3;

0

Ed

=
Iy

3« Christ 1 bhe interpreter and revealér of the Fether, 1:18; Jn.
6:46; 14:6-9/ ViR .4

a, Man could not know God by his own wisdom, 1 Cor. 1:21.



b. The Son hath declared him: Ie who told the stories of the Lost
Sheep and the Prodigal Som~is revealing the tenderness of the
divine heart. He who healed the 1,ror, blessed the Banﬁlpne,
forgave the thie¥, is CGod in his relation to numan fralivy,
folly and sin.

¢c. In descending into this world “hrist revealed the supreme God

| unto man and made a way for man to ascend to God.

| ITI,: AS'THE CREATOR & L:3% g

? Ae This verse shows bhat Christ existed before the things created, 1“hu"

not a creature himself,
B . gt shows that the Word had a part in the Creation. Cf. Gen. 1: l

’ 26, ¢

C. The cr@ﬂtwvn purpose of God was exceuted by Him, Jdn, 1:3}0; Gol., 1:16,

<o 9y el Tl 2 :
AS THE LIFE. 1:he :

A. The %ord gave physical life, Gen. 1:20-27; Jn. 11:43,44.
B. The ford gives spiritual life., Jn. 6:48,63,
11 Man without Christ is dead in sin (separated from God). Ephe. 2:1,2,
2. Yhrist gives life to those that come unto him, Jun. 5:40; 10:10;
lh 6 20: 30,31, . .
V. S THE LIGHT. 1 a5 .
Ao nghb 1s~the power that dispells darkness, The life of goodness, holi-
ness and wisdom we the "1.~ht of menM"~~~a guide foxr the wayward steps

of man, i 3
B. John said the light was come into the world. Jn. 3:19. .
€., Jesus said: , , .
2 ht of the world." Jdn. 8:12,

l. "T a
| 2., lle cam

a light to dispell ddrknesh. Jhe 123k

B

Conclusion,

thet sees Christ sees the Father (Jdn. 14
e wvior of. the world

9); he that rejects the
jects the father (Jn, 13:20)., Christ is Sa
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HE BIRTH OF CHRIST ° "

el ot Mt. 1:18=25wcuu | ;
g (722, 2)

Introduction,

le "The comvng of Christ into the world more k n niheteen hdnored years'
ago was the most significant event of all time," (Thomas)

Z “The birth and- infancy of Jesus are of unusue l interest to all human-
-ity. Therbirth story of no other person has been told so many. times
with such absorbing interest to both young and old as that of Jesus,

Heaven as well as all earth had an unusval interes 1) in the birth of
Jesus,." (Lanier) ’
3¢ It is essential that ohe belidve that Jesus is the Chrf%t
@, John the Baptist came to bear witness that men mi
LEiTs
b Must believe. in him to heve eternal life and escape the condemnate
on to come, Jn,- 3% 14-16 1 Jdn. 5: ll-lB.
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(34 less one believes he 1@ the Christ he'll die in his sins. Ja. 8:24,
d, Muﬁt believe For remission of sins, Acts 10: i43. :

e, Must hellﬂvp to be saved. Acts 16:31,

fo Must believe to overcome the world, 1 Jn, 5254

kot Jolin said these things aré written that 3@ might beliewe. Jn, 2030,
31. Knowing these things that were written about Christ will not
only creaté faith in the unbeliever, but, strengthen the fiath of the
Chrv°fﬂﬂﬂ, '

-~ 2

>+ Let us consider t then:

‘Discussion, % .
I. SOME THINGS THE BRIBLE REVEALS AROUT TIE BIRTH OF T”“V” GHRIST ;
L. His birth was prophecied,
1. Tt was hinted szt when the curse was placed on the earth. Gen.
21088 “a1, 4:4. : S
2., God .promised to nations th Abraham's seed (Gens
12:%=3) and Paul“said ‘his sSeed was quraf (Gale 3: L6 )
3..Isaiah prophesied he would be born of. a virgin XTses 7:14) '4
MafhléW'teIls of the P11”’77m®n+ (Mt l 2% 2})
& ,, Jamm\ 4o Pike, well-known I
) ‘1,@ doe
. D84 ik
;eh‘“ W many h@l*
Hon«n~1017 inst
e ved in the virg
= (2 5l
' b. X bir
ly impos fail
lcal mira not c: , o mn)
¢, The evi f virgin birth is three-fold:
(1) Evidence is theistidawwe believe in an omni%ofént God
who' could do it; s
(2) Evidence is tu“n’ﬁ;lualnnme see its place in “the incar=
' nation and we .see the place of arnation in “mﬁnmv* ion,
(3) Evidence is “hi'st orﬂﬂﬁlmmwe ve the records - of trus
’ worthy men ‘before us 'in the writzlg° of the FOSHQLQ and
in the earliest records of the church fathers
Ao Micah prophes pd that his birth would be in Betulehem (Micah 5:
’ 2); Matthew shows it was fulfilled (Mt. 215,6). Mary lived in
Nazareth (Lk 2: h). st
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//B His birth was announced,

1, Gabriel announced his birth to Mary

e Lko l: 26"‘33.
y pregnancy to Joseph.

-
3, Afther he was born the angels announced 1t to the shepherds.

l,. The shepherds went to see and then "made known abroad the 5ay-
ing which was® told them concerning this child." Lk. 2:15-18,

- ¢. pisibirth occurred when "the fullness of time was come," Gal. Lili, 5

T. ¢ "fullness of time wac comem" in the days-of the Roman kings,

’ Dane. 2. r

2. The "fullness of time was come " because man realized he could

not know God by his own wisdom. 1l Cor. 1:21. I recognized a
need, ' ;

: +3, The "fullness of time was come":

(1) "All the world was subject to one government. s that the a-

i i ?ﬂ"") postles could travel everywhere . o s

Ihe Yreek language was spoken everywhere with their other

languages. : '
) The Jews were scatte

Holy Scriptures--01ld
¢ v ‘ppe 314-15).

l,, Bach of the four great world empires had contributed to this
time. Babylonian Captivity had brought about the building of
the synagogues; the Medes and Persians had contributed law and
order; the Greeks, a universal language; and the Romans good
roads, law, etc,, makéng communication better and protection
for her citigzens, e

. His. birth was under the most humble and trying circumstances,

T, His mother traveled the &0 miles from Nazareth to Bethlehem

-»~:E> (2) The world was®at peace; so the gospel’could have free course.
: + 23

~red everjwhere with synagogues and the
Testament," (Peloubet's Bible Dict.,

» - shortly before his birth, Lk. 2:1-6. i
2., He was born in a stable and laid in a mdnger'because '"there was
: ' no room for them in the inn." Lk. 2:7. ‘

E. The ‘news -of his birth was received: ' '
T, With alarm and & desire to kill by some. Mt, 2:1,2,11.
2, With gladness, 'joy end great interest by othcrs. X
a, The angels "praised Cod,"‘Lke 2{13,l4. ° X
b. The shepherds "glorified and praised God": LK. 23154204
c. Simeon "hlessed God." Lk. 2:25,28. |
d. Anna gave thanks unto the Lord, Lk, 2:36=38,
e. THe wise men traveled hundreds of miles to worship and g
‘ gtite. Moy 201,2,00 © ; '
IT, SOME THINGS THE B&BLE DORS 'NOT REVEAL #BOUL THE BIRTH OF CHRIST.
. K. It does:not reveal the exact date 'of his birth,
T. The religious world celebrates Lecember 25 as the birthday of
Christ. . Some hawe held it was on “pril 20 or May RO.
2, But the date of his birth probablyswas not during this time as
it was the rainy season in Palestine and shepherds would not
* have been in the fields. Lk. 2:8ff. : f
B. It-does not reveal how many Wise men came to see him soon after his
birth. , ! :
T. Jesus was probably about 4O days 0ld when the wise men came.
Circimeised at eighth day (Lk. 2:21) and Mary .continued in her
purification 33 more days (Leve 12:2=5) the wise men came (Mt
2:1-12) and the“flight into Egypt (Mbt. 2:13=15).
2. Most pictures and s tories have three wise men because there vere
three different gifts (Mt. 2:11), but the Bible doesn't 'say,
Conclusion - o 1A ¢ AT R e ad
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The coming of Christ into the world has made a difference in every phase
of 1life. His coming into your life can meske a difference. Will you et him



