243
| 214
215
216
217
218
2.9
220
221

222

223

Seven Createst Things In The World

. Miracles , 1 Cor. 13:8-13

“Little Bitey People , Mt. 23:13,1)

Jesus Watching The Conbribution Nos 3 | Mk. 122241‘%

Dale Castleman Spoke on " Forces Turning Young People From Christ."
Jesus Watching The Contribution No. 4

Cod Pal For Redeeming Man ( Journey) <3ci\m

TLebter To Church At Ephesus , Reve 231~7

Letter To Church At Smyraa , Reve 2:8-11

History of Dordts Church ( Journey) b*i\m

The Day Christ Came ( Again)

The Holy Spirit;, Noo 1

Christian Conduct Toward Civil Govgrnment

We Never Rise Aboce Our Plans , Lke 16:1-12

Baptism of Holy Ghost & Fire

A Church On The March , Mt, 28:18-20

Church's Duty To Elders , Heb, 13:17 .

Qualification Of Elders ( Negative Qe) , 1 Tim, 3:1—7+<Q¢2:Z'114= 7 g%% frﬁ}/é‘@

Personal Responsibility’( No. Outline) , Mt, 25, 14=30
God Uses Busy People , 1 Kings 20: 35-43
Qualifications of Tlders , 1 Time 331-7
What Is That In Thine H and?; ExXe L;:i,z

Qualifictions of Elders, 1 Tim., 3:1-7

Within Thine Own Power , Acts 83l=5
The Problem of Strong Drink, Prov, 20: 1

Little People, Num, 32:1~7

" Encouragements To Endure Suffering" , Rome 8:19~39

P

Conversion of Cornelius, Acts 10

Jesus, Friend Sufferer Needs, Prove 17:17

Handvriting on Wall ( Alcholism), Dan, 5:1ff
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Conversion of Phillipain Jailor , Acts 8: 26-39 ;Zzg #3590 act /633t

Evaluating Suffering, 2 Cors 1_;:16-18

Benefits of Suffering , 1 Pet, 1:6-9

What Does The Future Hold

Scenes At The Judgement , Mto 25:31-46

What Does The Future Hold?

Thanksgiving , Cols 3315

Can You Reccommend your_Religion? s Jas. 1:22-27
Christ = Our Life , Jne. 11:25

What About The Heathen? , Rome 10:8-15

Christ - Our Example , 1 Pet, 2:21~25
npddicted To Minister™ , 1 Cers 16:15

Christ = Our Example , 1 Pet, 2:21-25

They Addicted Themselves , 1 Cor. 16:13
Qevsar = Ooon W ~ T Feb 2.20-27
" Little Faith" , Mt, 6:31 '

" I Am Resolved What To Do" , Lk, 16:1-8

" He Was Bubt A Youth" , 1 Sam. 17 :33;,1;,2

Four Stewards In The Kingdom , Mbt, 20:8
Danger of Backsliding , Hebe 3:12 ,

The Christian & His Business , Ephe 4328
Sardis, The Dead Church , Reve 3:l~6
Steyardihip Lo‘fgjl‘ime & Possessions , Lk, 16:1-8
A Bag F'ull of Hole§; Haggi 1: 1-9

Monej Talks , Jas. 53l1=5

Line of Distinction , 2 Cors 5:17

" They First Gave Themselves'", 2 Cor. 8:1-5
Judge Not , M, 7015 R FT74

Woi‘id Vision Fér Chrisi':

Brotherly Love , 2 Pet, 1:7

Somethings In Hell , Tk, 16:19-31
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How To Become A lMember ef The East Chgster Church
Principles ( Glerifying God) ; 1 Cor. 10:3L
Principles ( Edifying), 1 Cer, 14326

The Second Coming =~ Nes 1 , Acts l: 9-11

Principles ( In Name - Heartily) , Col. 3:17,23

The Second Coming Noes 2 Acts 1:9-11

Hope , 1 Pete 3:15 _

The Second Coming Nos 3 , Mbe 24

Hope , 1 Jdneo 3:l=2

The Second Coming Noe 4 _

How God Keeps Us Saved? , 1 Jn, 1l:1=10

Dying The Death Of a Feol , 2 Sam. 3333

The Resurrection , Mte 283 1=7 ‘

How Shall The Young Secure Their Hearts , Psae 119:9-
A Startling Revelation , Mte 28:19;20

Malcom George Preached

Hell , Mt, 10:28 |

The Home As God Would Have Iﬁ, Nes, 1 , Gene 2:18-24
Heaven , 2 Core 5:1 ,

The Home Ay God Would Have Tt, No. 2 , Gene 2:18-2)
Rightly Dividing The Word , 2 Tim. 2:15

The Home As God Would Have It, No. 3

The First Commandment , Ex, 20:1=3

The Home A God Would Have It, Noo 4 , Ephe 62:1=3
The Seconé Commandment , Exe 20:l-6
The Christian Attitude To Race Crisis , . 0U:Y/

"Thou Shalt Not Take The Name Of God In Vain" , Bxe 2037
Ye Are The Salt , Mbt. 5:13 _

"Remember The Sabbath Day" , Ex., 20:8

"Jhat Shall I Preach ?"

"Tngratitude!
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306 Why I B elieve Some Things Are Wrong

307 Doing Ged's Work Negligen’ply s Jer. 48:10
308 Some Impossibilities , Mt 19;16-26

309 Share Christ Or Leose Him , Mte 25

310 Psalms 23 _
311 Christian Unity ; Ephe 4316
312  Psalms 1 ‘

V313 Qualifications of Elders , 1 Time 3

(/Blh Qualifications of Elders
315 Qaulifications of Deacons , 1 Tim, 3
316  Wives of Deacons and Elders , 1 Tdm, 3
317 The Bible Heart , Mbt, 22:37
318 Heart Felk Religion ( chart) 4
319 The Mission of The Church , Mbe 28:18-20
320 Discouragement.
309 Sin , 1 Jn. 3tk (G/Zagﬂ e C @44%@ P. 7 E)
322 What Sin Will Do Te You
323 A Blackslider , Hebe 3:12',13
324 The Right View Of Jesus , Mte 1621320
325 Bro. Londf)‘\Preached
326 Seven Words From The Cross
327 Folly Of Delay |
328 Facts You Need To Face , Lke 15:11~19
329 Appdintments of Hldrs of Deacons , 1 Core 14240
330 Repentance Noes 1 4 Acts 17 :30;31

331 Répentance Noe 2

332 Profitableness of ngliness s 1 Tim, 426-8
333 Impressions , 1 Core 14

334 Believeing A Lie , 2 Thess, 2:10=12

335 Shew Me Thy Faith , Jas, 221426

336  Mistaken Notions About Future Corrected , Jase 4:l3- 5:6.
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337 Remembering ; Deute 3227 '

338 The Pursuit of Excellence ; 1 Core 1h:l2

339 The Way Of Salvation ‘

340 The Way BB Salvation

3,1  Christian Ceptainties, 1 Jn. 5:13-18

342 The Trend Away From God , Psa, 14:l

343 The Battle Of Armageddon , Rev, 16314-16

3hly What Will You Do With Jesus? , Mbt, 27:22

345 Is Life Worth Living?

346 "Examine Yourselves" , 2 Core 13:5

347 The Great Commission ( Chart) , Mt. 28:19-20
348 Recognigation of Need Of Plan , Neh, 2

349 True To A Commitment ’

350  The Sin Of Murmuring , Phil, 2:12-16

351 Three Things Every Men Will De ‘

352 Difficulties Become Doors; Phil, 1l:1-21

353 Evidence = Conversion of Saul, no, 1 ; Acts 9:1-18
354 The Flicklness of Human Nature ; Gal 1l:1ff

355  Evidence - Conversion of Saul, No, 2 , Acts 22:1-16
356 Sunday Lessons From Galatians 5

35 Evidence - Conversioﬁ of Saui, Noe 3

358  Burden Bearing ; Gal 6:1-6

289 Evidence =- Conversion of Saul noe 4 , Acts 9
360 God!s Eternal Purpese, Ephe 1 .

36L  The Unity of God!s People , 1 Cor, 1:10

362 The Needs And Problems of Our World

363 The Christian's Iixalted Position ; Ephe 2

364,  Love, Noe 1 ; 1 Cors 13

365 The Christian Armour; Ephe 6

366  Love, No, 2 , 1 Cors 13

367 Love, Nos 3 , 1 Cors 13
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368 Love, Nos 4, 1 Cor. 13

369 Andrew, The Ordinary Disciple

370 Sound Doctrine, Titus 2:1

371 Barnabas, A Good Man, Acts 11:22-25 7

372 Serious Sin Of Being A Stumblingblock  Mb, 18:1=7
373 Love of The Truth, 2 Thess, 2:10-12

374 CGod Is Able. Rom, 4:18-21

375 Teenagers For Christ, FEccle, 12:1; 1 Tim, 4:12

376  Sin of "Do-Nothingness" Mt. 25:39

377 The Certain Confrontation Amos 4:1-12

378 One Thing God Has Always Required 1 Sam, 15:22; Mb., 7:21
379 Suggestions of Satan

380 Need For Involvement

Wrong? Jn., 8:32,

381  Does the Church of Christ Believe and Teach Thet She Is Right And Everyone Else Is
382 Lessons From A Pencil Psalms 8

383 Timothy, A Young Man With Unfeigned Faith 2 Tim, 1:5
384 Salvetion Isa. 46:13

385 Forgiveness Mbt, 18:21=35

386 The Greater Blessedness Acts 20:35

387 The Sermon on The Mount(Noe 1) Mt. 5, 6, P

388 The Example Of The Macedonians 2 Cor. 8:l=5.

389 Bplessed Are They That Mourn" Mt, 5:ke

390 Txhortation To Liberality 2 Cor., 8:6-15

391  Vacation Bible School

392 FEncouragements To Liberality 2 Cor. 9

393 uBlessed Are The Meek Mbt. 5:5

394 Public Dress 1 Tim 2:9;10

395 wBlessed Are They That Hunger And Thirsth Mt. 5:6
396 The Spiritual Dropout 2 Tim. 3:5

397 Can I Know I Am A Child Of God Rom, 8:16

398 "Blessed Are The Merciful Mt, 5:7
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. EPHESUS, THE CHURCH THAT IEFT HER FIRST LOVE . 2l\b
Sz : Reve 2:l=Tmm=

Introduction.

» Revelation 2 & 3 are letters to the seven churches of Asis. Long after
) - the churches had been established the Lord returns (lets the churches
know) to each to inspect and reveal their condition as He sees it. What

He raeveals to the churches is for us all, The letters contain solutions

to many present day problems, and this alone reveals the trememdous im-

.~ bortance of studying them. :
K@%. The first letter was written to the church at Ephesus, probably the most
prominent of the seven. ;

a. The city of Ephesus was the "metropolis of Asia," It stood at the
mouth of the central river of #sia, the Cayster. It's favorables
position 'on highways and rivers made it a great trade cemter and
many people visited it each year. It was noted for its magical arts

5 (Acts)19:18-20) and the temple of the heathen goddess Diana. (Acts 19:
19,85) ,

b. The church at “phesus enjoyed the presence and teaching of the a=-
postle Paul for at least three years on his third journey, ‘in fact
he probablg¢ started the church at Ephesus. Acts 19). ‘

¢, The eloque preaching of Apollos was heard at “phesus. Acts 18:24,

de According to tradition the apostle John spend the last two years of
his life in Ephesus. : :

s Lt enjoyed the teachings of two apostolic lettersw—One by Paul in
A.D, 63 and one by John in A.D. 96, . ,

3. The speal r introduced himself to each of the churches according to-
thelr need. To the church at Ephesus, who was bothered with false teach=

ors, he introduces himself as: : : 24

a. "He that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand." Rev. 2:1b

(1) The "stars are "the angels of the seven churches." 1:20. -
(2) God is the®possessor, protector and upholder of his ministers.
b. He "who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks . 2:1c.
(1) The "candlesticks" are "“the seven churches." 1:20. ;
(2) God is always present in the church to inspect, to encourage and
to judge. : 3
4. The letter to the church at Ephesus contains words of eonmmendation, cone
demnation, exhortation, -warning and encouragement. Let us observe:

Discussion.

I. THE WORDS OF COMMENDATION, : : ' &
V/h. The Lord first declares his knowledge of them. "I know". v. 2a.
l. One cannot hide form the Lord. Psa. 139:1-10,
%+ He that hath "eyes as a flame of fire! (1:14) and that "searcheth:
the reins of the hearts" knows all about us. (2:23) .
3. Nothing good or bad escapes his notlce, but he tries to find the
good first. ;
Be The Lord commends thrée things in the church at Ephesus:
s Thelr lifeo 2:23,30 8
as Works, Includes the whole of their conduct., ;
b. Labour (toil). Excessive labor even to the point of suffering
and sadness., , 4
¢, Patience., Stedfast endurance in the way of right,.-
2. Their discipline., Expelled false apostles. 2:2b. : :
8. Paul's admonition given years earlier was heeded. A. 20:28=31,.
b, Thiy were trying the false prophets gone out into the world., 1 Jn,
431, Tl
5+ Their doctrine. "hatest the desds of the Nicolaitanes." 2:6.
a. Nicolaitana%ﬂ>taught that such things as fornication and idol
worship were matters of indifference., b e
b. The Ephesians remained true to CGod's word and hatedngf'theﬁ%%n.

"
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C. Surely everyone is ready to cry out and say "What a wonderful church%.ﬁ
The Lord must have found nething wrong with this church, bub:

THE WORDS OF CONDEMNATION. 2:4.

A. The church at bphesus has heart-trouble. Theilr love was .fading and
they were growing cold and lacked zeal.
1. They .were not yet to the stage of the church at Sardis.
2e They had not yet reached the stage of lukewarmness like the Iaod-

iceans.
B. The first works of the church at Ephesus were no¥ more.

. 1, The zeal, enthusiasm andlove which first moved them to do God's

Q\1

/As«

Ll

Iv,

Ve

works was gone. !
2+ All our works must be prompted by love to be accepted of God. 1 Cor,
13:1-4,
a. Why did you come to worship this morning?
(1) Was it merely a feeling of obligation?
(2) Was it for fear that someone would say something about it if
you didn't?
(3) Was it through force ‘of habit taught and followed from child=-
hood?
i (4) Or was it because of a burning zeal and fervent love to God?
b. Just as a wife may continue to meet (through sense of duty alone)
A the obligations she owes her husband,long after her love has

g iﬁfdiad, so a Christian may continue tQ go through the form (and

~== it true) long after his "first love has faded. "He may be#

45 anz/ﬁ very regular at the services, but, 2n spite of that, may not

be as devoted to the Lord as he formerly was o " (Hendricksen)

THE WORDS OF EXHORTATION, 2:5, THE LORD CALLS TO ACTION:

A. Their memory. "Remember, therefore form whence thou art fallen."

1. Memory has been called "the lever of repentance."

2. It was memory of Jerusalem that kept the Jews form singing in

. Babylonian captivity. Psa. 137:1,2.

3¢ It was memory that caused the prodlgal son to resolve to return tol
his father's house., Lk. 15:17ff,

B. Their will, "Repent".
ie "Repentance is a change of mind brought about by godly sorrow that re=

sults in a change of life. 2 Cor. 7:8=11,

2 The Lord wanted the Ephesians to meditate on their neglect, as he
realized this would produce godly sorrow in them that would ro=-
sult in returning to their"first works "=-"become again zealous in
good works." #&ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁP(Hinds) Do you and I need this lesson?

C. Their body, "Do the first works. -
l. Repentance must result in a change.
2+ Works acceptable to God must be done with zeal and enthusiasm,

prompted by a "first love." .

THE WORDS OF WARNING. 2:5d. !

A. The Lord told them to "remember', "repent", and "do" or "else I will
come unto theed# quickly." This does not refer to a personal coming,
but a coming in judgment of some kind on the church.

B. The Lord stated that if he had to come I "will remove thy candlestlck
out of his place."

l. The candlestick represents the church. l 20,

2. The Lord threatened to remove the church at Ephesus.

Se Today there is not a church in Ephesus, in fact the clty is in
ruins.,_

Ce Brethren, a church cannot exist long without- love. God's warnlng to
the church at Ephesus is just as applicable todya.

THE WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT. 2:7.

A, "He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Splrlt salth unto the
churches ,"

1. This statements made in all the letters,

2. Everyone can hear that wants to hear.,
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»~.Bs "To him that overcometh."

Ce

l. The Ephesians were to overcome their neglect and so are we,

2. To overcome the world and all that confronts us. 1 Jn. 5:5,

"Will T give to eat of the tree of l’fe, wh ch is in the midst of the
paradise of God." Puegm—nLa e Y S oy iy

) 1., lMan lost access to the tree of llfe through dlsobed1ence in the
garden of Bden. s  ?' 22— 2 4f —
2. Through overcoming, man may once again enjoy the blessings of the
tree of life, Rev. 2 703 22 2,}4. N /ﬂ/4 e
:,3 lr‘?! Z/; /?vpl-—'j }% ",4“'6 /;?4; - ,‘; 2-& ,,!‘ , k,«s rf %//4 N = 7_ A/,
Conclusions y g Crzd, /R 2}7&

l, Brethren, the Lord 1s daily making inspection of this congregation. What

-l.
8o
b.

Coe

d.

about your love? Are you as devoted as you once were?
» Let us learn fpom this letter :

That Christ is omniscient. He knows all about us.

That a Christian should hate W&#§* everything Christ hates and love
everything Christ loves,

That a Christian who has left his first love stands in need of remem=-
bering, repenting and doing.

That without the spirlt of love, a congregation is doomed to extinction
no matter how pure her doctrine or stern her dilscipline.






RWA, THE POOR, RICH CHURCH 910
Reve 238=1ll== i

1

Introductlon.

\ Lo The letter to the churck§ at Smyrna is the shortest of the seven, contain-
; ing only four verses. But this letter, with the.one to Phlladelphls, is

. one-of unbroken praise.

2. The city of S,yrna:

8e
be
Ce

a.
8.

S To

er
. 8.

be

Coe

d.

Was first built in 1500B.C. by the Greeks and rebullt several times

after earthquakes and fires destroyed it.

Was located on an arm of the Aegean Sea, about 40 miles north of BEp=

hesus . .

Was often called the "ornement of Asia and was noted for its loy=

alty to the Romans.

Was the place where the heathen god Dionyous was worshlpped.

Was the home of Polycarp, an associate of John, who was martyred in

155 A.D,

the persecuted, suffering (even to death) church at Smyrna the Speak—

identifies himself as: .

"The five byl 2:18b,

(1) He was before all these changing conditions of time.

(2) He was with God in the beginning. Jn. 1l:l.

"The last". 2:8b. When all the c@englng cond . tions of time are no

more, Christ will still be., Aed /JS70—/4.. : .

"Which was dead.!" 2:8c. ] ‘

(1) Dying was a part of Christ's great work on man's behalf. 1 Cor.
15:1=4,

(2) Christ understands death.

"And is alive'. 2:8c.

(1) To John who fell at his feet as one dead he said "...I am he thatb
liveth and was dead; and, behold, I am alive forevermore.," 1;18,

(2) Christ being allve is the guarantee that we too shall live againe
1 COI’. 105@00

4. The letter to the church at Smyrna contalns words of the Lord 8 estimate

of

Smyrne, prophecy, encouragement and promise.

Discussion.

I. THE LORD'S ESTIMATE OF SMYRNA'S CONDITION,

A,

B,

He déclares his knowledge of their condition. "I know." 2:9a.

l. The Lord understands trials and’tribulations bécause he has ex-
peréenced the same. Heb. 2:9,10514-17; 4:14~-163 5:8,9. §

2+ What an encouragement to a church that may have wondered if the
Lord was mindful, if he knew what they were undergoing.

3. What an encouragement to every church today to know that the Lord
is mindful and understands. :

Their tribulations took at least two forms:

1, "Poverty.* 2:9a.

a. Many of the people were poor in earthly goods at the start of
their Christian life.

be. Others were thrown out of employment and thelr good 8 destroyed
because they were Christians.

c. Would you and I be fdithful under such circumstanoes?

2. "Blasphemy of professed Jews." 2:9b. .

a. They were blasphemed by those that claimed to be God's people
and had their own synagogue. Satan has his church too.

b. Much of the persecution of the church, today comes form the com=
bined forces of religion. (The Herodians and Pharisees, bitter

enemies, joined forces when the Lord became the common enemie.
(Mt. 22:15,16.)

s
B



Cs They were a poor, rich church. 2:9a.

1. They were poor as far as this world's goods are concerned.

2.

Se

They were rich in the eyes of God. . _ :

a. Rich because they had treasures laid up in hegven (mt: 6319,
20); man that lays up treasures in this life is poor in the eyes
of God. (Lk. 18381): ., : .

b. Rich in faith, therefore "heirs of the kingdom of heaven." Jsa.

» 2:50 : .

¢c. Rich in good works as all should be. 1 Tim. 6:17,18, ;

The church at Smyrna was a poor,(in world's goods) rich church

whereas Iaodicea was a rich, (in wérld's goods) poor church.

I, PROPHECY CONC:IRNING FURTHER TRIAIS., 2:10.
A. Their author. . 4 .
1, The de¥ll, "The devil shall cast some of you into prison." He did

2

this through Jews filled with envy and hatred.

The devil is the author of our trials, but God will allow him-to
go only so far. Job 1l:8=12, S

- B. Their purpose.

le
2e

Se

"That ye may be tried."

Trials and temptations arg for the purpose:of trying us and test-
ing our faith, as far as od is concerned. Of course the devil
wants us to do.wrong. Gen. 22:1; Jas. 1l:2-4,

Christians ought to rejoice in their trials and be exercised there-
by. Acts 5:41; 1 Pet. 1:6,7; 4:12;13, ;

Co Thelir duration. X

L.
2e

"And ye shall have tribulation ten days." A short period of time.
All of our trials are short even though they last-a lifetime

(2 Cor. 4:173Bom. 8:18) and are-as noghing compared with Christ's
suffering. (Heb. 12:3,4. : Bt :

IIT, WORDS OF BHCOURAGEMENT IN MEETING THE TRIAIS. 2:10,
. A. "Fear none of those things .which thou shalt suffer."

L.

2e

Proper fear of God releases man from féar of what man may do.
Lk, 12:4,5; 1 Pet. 3:13=15; 1 Jn, 4:18, /77 /0:2 8, -
When John feared and fella t the Lord's feet, the Lord sald "Fear

not; I am the first and last." 1:17., He is saying the same to us
todaye. :

B. "Be thou faithful unto death."

Le
2o

S

Christians are to be faithful until they die. Mt. 10:22.

But "unto death" here means even to the point of death or dying

for our faith, if necessary. :

Polycarp, ¢ne of the Christians at Smyrna, was falthful to this
polnt in 155 A.D. VWhen asked to say "Caesar is Lord", Polycarp
refused, When asked to "reproach Christ" and be set at liberty
Polycarp said "Eighty and six years have I served him, and 'he
never did me any injury: how then can I blasphemse my King and my
Savior?" He still refused when thre#tened with fire and wild
beasts and finally was burned at the stake, the Jews taking a
leading part in gathering and piling the wood around the stake.

C. Hear the words of the Spirit. 2:1la. -

1,
2e

Everyone can hear that w ants to hear.

The words spoken to this church by the Spirit are words of en=
couragement. :

IV, THE LORD'S PRECIOUS PROMISES., :
A, "I will give thee a crown of life." 2:10c.

Lo

2o

The one that makes this promise is able to fulfill. "Behold I am
allve forevermoré,"(1:18) and he is able to do above all we ask or
think, Ephe 3:20, - ’

That which he will give 1s a "crown of life" (Rev. 2:10); called
in other places and "incoérruptible crown™ (1 Cor. 9:25)3 "erown

of righteousness" (2 Tim. 4:8); "incorruptible, undefiled-and
that fadeth not away." 1 Pet. 1l:4,



SR

219 &1,
¥ B "He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death." 2:1lb,

1, The "lake of fire' is the second death=—oternal torment and separ=-
" ation form God. Rev. B¥¥#&¥ 20:14; 21:8.
2, He that promises immunity form the second death, to those that
: overcome, can fulfill it because he has the "keys (power) of
) hell (hades) and of death." 1:18.
; 3. Someone said "He that is born once must die twice, but he that is
born twice dies only once." :
4,"He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his
life for my sake shall find it." Mt. 10:39.

Conclusion.

Iet us learn:

» That unto.saints who suffer Christ brings words of consolatione

2. That persecutions are the things that try us and make us pure.

3., Better to be rich in grace and poor in goods, than rich in goods and poor
in grace.

4., Better to suffer than inflict injury. God's blessings come on the perse=
cuted and not on the persecutor.

5. The more faithful Christians are the more persecutions fpem the world.

6. Sufferings of a Christian are confined to this world.






THE CHURCH ATSSARDIS
. Rev, 3:l-G-=-

Intrpduction.

7~ O i WSerndis was the capital of the anclent kingdom of Lydia.i;Ibiwas bhiel S
(‘jf/captvql where the celebrated Croesus, proverbisl for his wealth, weljnea..fvf'
“ 4 (Barnes) "Sardis, the Impregnable, situsted upon a nearly inacgessible
-hill, Oversecer of the Hermus.Valley,..,Its poovle were proudy arrogant,

J

i overconfiident They were °u“e-—too sure, alasl— hat one could nob soale ey
B the VL] which had thf@e sidegthat were nfarly straicht up and rose 1500 ‘
i feet above the plains, With verv litble watching uhG city was' ilmpregna ole.; ;
“ However, on two occassions, the weak polint was 1oft uﬂguqrded and the 01ty
\) L WES Taken 1n 549 B.Co and 218 B.C. when the enewmy came on the clty as a:

thief in the nights The kill on which Sardis was 1ocatod was too small
o the @ity b0 g@@w/ﬁucn, thisy at the time 'the letter was written to
- Sanpdis, the. cxty was slowly decaying." (Hendricksen & Thomas) lierice the e ‘
Hmhb.~éMO vhe church in DanLA well understood much of the language, ads=
= l. i ) ] § "
identifies himself toythe chur ner condition
had-done bo afl: tue -other churchel : .
 %§§ L Ewhosus needed encouragement and waring ali
| i Ninself as "he who holdeth the seven stars
: 2is omyrne need support under her hoavy tr 6 speak
£irst end the 1ast WDa, :
6, Pergamos need that the word of God should be sharply and Severly A ~
brought to bear upon her; thus as "he that hath the sharp sword with ‘

e
)

8o
et
-
et

righ¥y hPHG ‘ 2.1.

=¥

o ootwe edge 2 h0LE
4, Thyatira neeqod to be rominded of the holy and awful wrsth of  CHOS
: Lord ‘agalnst such as she wa beorinm in her mldsts as he “who hatis
Y R ‘hisg eyes 1like ai flame of flre. 2:18-(Pulpit «Commentary, N ols t2ay ReV.‘
/ 7”} \ ’1 po 1uv.)) .
L )%, Sardis needed to be revived and won back to true &od1¢n0qs, tnus ‘hel:
NV a "who hath the seven spirits of God,
‘ b. "and the seven stars.” :
Discussion,

T, THE CHURCHAT SARDIS, ‘ ‘ ae
Ay tlad a great roputatlon as measured by wbn-'tHat thou hast a- e A1Ie

that thou livest" . o ¢ =AY
1le Some things fhuL na“ have given them this rebutatlon ares S
% . ia, A large membership, including many' prominent: people, acco ding
Fo 4"ho world. ;
b B

e A fiine oulldlub and other evi
nesds a nice bullding and wea
‘ make us proud and haughty.)
¢. Sound doctrine, clean morals, etc. (None of these condemned 1n,

the chureh at Sardis. ol
ds Another thing that mye have ghven the church at Sardis, such 8 ik
reputation and made her feel s0 proud of hergself was what she;

Y had done in the past. (Living on Her past record.) :

2. The echurch gt Sardis btruly enjoyed the p“ﬂwﬂ of ey 1T “Vfl?
because she was keeping up a front for men,

B. The church at Sadis esbtimeted by the Lord~" LILOW ¢0a. 2 4)

i Inithe tevesu of vmon 'bhe chu“ch at Sardis wag very much allvo, bult#etes, |

in the eyps of  God the majority of the chureh weasi spiritualiy: dbad :?

deln e of materiddl WOalt} (A church
1th to darry on, ut 1t st S

| 2, Most off the Christishs at uardls were nominal Christians,
e ) : a. The word nominal means "€xisting in name onlyj not real: op act-
w5 ualechence, so small, slight, or the like, a8 to be hanrdly @ tel
" 4 worth the name" (deb ter e %0

be. A nominal Chrlstlan is 4 person that ig a Christian in mname
only, but their 1ife is not worthy of the name. (The church. dig

R ed with such, because if asked if they are a ChPlStlan theg
say yep, but wh@n asked fo deny worldliness and work thoy decl ne.

5

\ i
\ : { : Z : ; \ { A
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3, The few remalping works in Sardis Were !''voady to dis!'«3:24
4, None of thelr works we“e pcrfcct befiore, God= 5.~.““
5, None of their works were complete or fully carried out—mhey
‘ were satisfied, but God wes not
b, Many churches Godey are dn the sanme condition-satisfied with
. what they are doing, ‘but God 1s not. : '
¢, Many Christians are satisfied with their life, bub dnvehe eyes_ﬂ” '
of God they ane splrltually dead. :
5. BEvidence that they were dead is seen in that no porsocutlon° weré
directed against bhem,
1T, THE LORD'S  ADNONITION AND WARING=3:2,5e
A, Be thou watchful=3:2a., ] i
1. The ' citizens of Sardis well Understood the need of watchfulness
and the result of neglect, s
ge Vidglloneces watcnfulness, wide~-awakeness 1is one of thg watchwords o
b of the New Testament-l Thess. 586/ 1 Cor, 16:13; 1 P t. 5:8, o
! B. Strengthen(establish) the things that remain-3:2Db. ’
5 degiliia ab love, hopo, eto., in their lives. were 'gabout dead and need ===
edi reviving. | ='* !
2, The 'best ways to revive these things in our lives ere. byimeditet sl

{

S
lonion God's word, prayer, assembling, etc,

. - O Remember what and how bﬂou hast heard- 3 3a. (lLow you received the ,
: word with ze al)
D. Repent : :
&y The result of falling to wateh and be sgober, 1

1. I will come: one thee as a thief=5:3,
2, The judgment day will come ds a thelrf-Mark /g &%g
e THE TORD!YS ! BNCCURAGENENT AND “RROMISES - TO. T /] AITIIF L A THOSE THAT
OVERCONME,
Ae Mhey shall walk with me ‘in white: for they are worthy.! &td,
1. There were a few in Sardls that had ;wt defiled thlr SETMe Nt S~

Bl Yo
L3 L] it ]
, Se Ihe Lord rnco *nlzes hig fadithful wherever they may bey |
F - L {
el 84 "J " su-cests progres: |

S
A Wﬂite" indictes purity
5. "with me" indictes *elloWQALp. ‘
B, His name shall not be blotted out of the book of 1ife<dio,
1. The book of life is God s book of rememb rance=Mal, &:16,
2 G0 s T g of openvd at thé judgment=Rev. 20: lw.
3¢ Only those whose names are written in this book will enjoy heaven=
> Hovie 20014,16% 211287,
@isc e dwdd oonfess us as his own in the' judgment day-o5:56.

P vonclusions i / - . Jl e
i 1. I'hat a man's reputabtlon and his character are two different tuxnﬁu—man oeeu
the reputation, bubt Gbé the character,.
2% That one can be flaithful regardless of the circumstances undcr which he

ives:, :
e That when eriemies of the truth quit persecutimng the chuvech its aipretty
fo0d 'Sion bhat ybhe church ds dead, L B
Helps: :
) Lobters to the Weven Churches, Thomasj; Reyelation in 26 Lessons, Cox; 2tudies
T u\vo]uulod, Roberson; Notes on the New Testament, Revulat¢on, Barnogs
14 Meore than: Gonquerors,/ lendriclkson; Noties on Revelabtion, dl h. Dixon.
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The Church That

Drove Christ Out

One of the most terrifying passages in the New Testa-
ment reads: “Behold, I stand at the door and knock: if any
man hear my voice and open the door, I will come in to
him, and will sup with him, and he with me” (Rev. 3:20).

The Background - In order to appreciate the signifi-
cance of the foregoing verse, one must know something of
the background. Jesus sent letters to seven congregations
of his people throughout Asia Minor. We may assume that
these churches were typical of that day, and even of our
own time. Generally (but with some exception) the letters
contained a mixture of praise and rebuke. The final epis-
tle, to Laodicea, was pure censure (3:14-22). It is within
this context that the Savior depicted himself as being out-
side the pale of fellowship with this group. What a strange
and tragic situation! There are a number of very important
truths to be gleaned from this passage.

The Ousted Savior - Christ is standing at the door,
knocking to obtain entrance. The verb “stand” is a perfect
tense form, suggesting that the Lord had been at the door
for some time, and had remained there. He had not given
up on these wayward saints. Too, “knock” is a present
tense verb; the Savior continued to rap on their door. In-
terestingly, “knock” is from krouo, to knock with the
knuckles, as opposed to koptein, to hit with a heavy blow
(Thayer, 362). The Lord wanted entrance, but he was not
about to pound the door open.

It is a matter of amazement that the Son of God stands
on the outside of his own congregation. In view of the
great sacrifice which the Lord made to purchase the church
(Acts 20:28), and the love he sustains for his spiritual body
(Eph. 5:25ff), why he is estranged from these people? The
reason is obvious—they drove him out! Here is a poini
-worthy of fearful contemplation. A congregation of the
Lord’s people can get so rotten that he will sever fellow-
ship with them. Does the doctrine of once-saved, always-
saved make any sense in view of this passage?

Deadly Ignorance - One of the more frightening fea-
tures of this case is the fact that Christ had severed his
communion with this church, and yet they were totally
oblivious to this grim situation. Elsewhere in the letter, Je-
sus chided the group for their prideful boasting regarding
wealth. And then he said: “[You] know not that you are
the wretched one and miserable and poor and blind and
naked” (17). One wonders how. many. churches today are

. priding themselves.on.their-magnificent edifices and excit-,

__ing “programs”—only to.be wholly unaware that the. Say-

.lor has departed from their midst.

The Peril of Mere Formality - Of paramount interest
must be the question: What were the factors that forced the
Son of God to walk out of this congregation? The general
criticism was that the church was neither hot (zealous), nor
cold (completely dead); rather, it was “lukewarm.” This
was a condition that sickened the Savior and made him
vow that eventually he would “vomit” them out (so reads

the original text). The language symbolically signifies “to
reject with extreme disgust” (Thayer, 207).

But the .question .is: What is lukewarmness? Perhaps
that can best be determined by looking at the traits com-
mended in the other churches (endurance, faith, service,
for example), and then noting the specific indictments cat-
alogued against the other congregations (e.g., the advocacy
of rank heresy). One may deduce that Taodicea occupied
a _sort of neutral status between these extremes. These
folks were not stone-cold dead, like most of those in Sardis
(3:1), but they had no measurable zeal. They appear not to
have been proponents of flagrant false doctrine, but they
certainly would not have opposed such. They were “keep-
ing house.” The Laodicean church might well have been
one of the most popular religious movements in the city.
But they rocked no boats; created no ripples. .. They. were.a
sorry mass_of jellyfish do-nothings.. Little wonder that
they made the Lord nauseous..

Incomparable Love - It is an incredible commentary on
the love of Christ that he was willing to come back into
this congregation and reestablish communion with them.
Is there anything more thrilling than the contemplation of
divine love?

The Power Of One - The Savior’s invitation hints of
the power inherent within a solitary individual. “If any
man [person]...”—a single soul—had been willing to open
the door, the Master would have come in to him/her. Un-
like the situation at Sardis, where at least “a few ... did not
defile their garments” (3:4), at Laodicea there was not a
person with conviction sufficient to entice the Master’s re-
turn. Are there churches of this caliber today?

The Role Of Christ’s Word - The key to Christ’s return
was this: The church must once again “hear” (i.e., respond
to) his “voice.”  Christianity is a religion of instruction.
There is no other motivational impetus that will bring
about reformation. “Programs” will not do it; fluff theolo-
gy won’t accomplish it; entertainment will not achieve it.

Personal Fidelity - The Lord promised that if anyone
would open to him, he would come in and “sup” with that
person. First, let us comment on the term “sup.” It means
“to take supper.” Here, the word may simply be a figure
for fellowship in general. On the other hand, it could al-
lude to Christ’s actual promise of “eating” the communion
supper with us. Jesus had promised: “I will not drink
henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I
drink it new [kainon] in my father’s kingdom” (M. 26:29).
The adjective kainos denotes a qualitative newness.

Observe then that Jesus promised: “I will sup with him,
and he with me.” The communion is personal. The Lord
only “sups” with the one who hears his voice and opens to
him.  Christianity doesn’t “rub off.” Another’s response
does not count for you. Moreover, no one can “sup” with
Christ until the Lord is ready to commune with him. There
is a chronology there.

What an important passage this is—so brimming with
meaning. Was it ever more needed than today? wj

Thayer, J.H. (1958), Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testa-
ment (Edinburgh: T.&T. Clark).
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The Book Shelf

New Book

The Bible Comes Alive

by Dr. Clifford Wilson

For decades a battle has been raging between cer-
tain “scientists” and those who believe that the Bible
is the word of God. Prominent scholars have ridi-
culed the Scriptures. But now, by means of the ar-
chaeologist’s spade and brush, a strong case is being
made for the authenticity of the sacred writings. Dr.
Clifford Wilson, an Australian archaeologist, has lit-
erally been in the trenches for years, carefully docu-
menting and studying thousands of archaeological ar-
tifacts from the Middle East, that are demonstrating
the Bible to be true. The first of several planned vol-
umes discussing this evidence has just come from the
press. It is a gold mine of information. We highly
recommend this new book, The Bible Comes Alive.
Send $14.95 (add $2 for shipping).

Back In Print

American Standard New Testament
With Study Notes On Every Page

This popular little Testament has been out of print
for several months. Now it is back. At the bottom of
each page there are study notes written by Wayne
Jackson. Imitation leather cover - $5.00. Genuine
leather cover - $20 (add $1.25 for shipping).

New Book

Jeremiah & Lamentations
by Wayne Jackson

This new. commentary is getting very complimen-
tary reviews. Written in a popular style, without sac-
rificing scholarship, this book provides a clear insight
into the life and times of Jeremiah. It shows the latest
archaeological evidence verifying the accuracy of this
great Old Testament book. Order your copy today.
$9.95 ($1.25 shipping).

The Christian Courier is available in bundles at a discounted rate. Many chur

Notes From The
Margin Of My Bible

It is rather well known that many within the community of
“Christendom” (i.e., professed Christianity) allege that the sole
condition for pardon in the divine plan of redemption is “faith.”
The Discipline of the Methodist Church states: “Wherefore,
that we are justified by faith only is a most wholesome doctrine,
and very full of comfort” (Art. IX). Article V of Hiscox’s Stan-
dard Manual for Baptist Churches affirms that “... justifica-
tion ... is bestowed ... solely through faith in Christ....” Such as-
sertions are unwarranted; they are, in fact, totally at variance
with the explicit testimony of the New Testament. Let us intro-
duce a single point in relating to this matter.

After the death of Stephen, a persecution arose against the
church, and the disciples were scattered widely. Some of them
went to Antioch, in Syria, “preaching the Lord Jesus” (Acts
11:20). Luke informs us that “the hand of the Lord was with
them: and a great number that believed turned unto the Lord”
(11:21). Of special interest here are the terms “believed” and
“turned.” “Turned unto the Lord” later becomes the equivalent
of “added unto the Lord” (24b). Circle “turned” (vs. 21), and
“added” (vs. 24), and connect them with a line. Certainly one is
not saved until he is “added” to the Lord (cf. 2:47).

The word “turned” (21) is the leading verb of the sentence.
“Believed” is a participle in the aorist tense. In New Testament
Greek there is a rule which suggests that an aorist participle re-
flects action that transpires prior to that of the leading verb (J.G.
Machen, New Testament Greek for Beginners, pp. 116-7).
“The passage might thus be paraphrased in this fashion: “...a great
number, having already believed, turned to the Lord....” Thus,
clearly, “turning” to the Lord, or being “added” to the Lord, does
not occur at the moment one believes. Rather, “turning” occurs
subsequent to “believing.” In your margin thus note: “believed”
represents action prior to “turned.” Other New Testament. in-
formation, of course, makes it very clear that in addition to be-
lieving in Christ, one must also repent of his sins and be im-
mersed in water (cf. Acts 2:38). W]
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NWPHOU SHALT NOT STEALM w3
; E_X. @O.l)""

TNTRODUCTIC

1. Read o quobe the text. g

2 ndment forbids all vioclations of the lx“hto of property. The right of
3r01er5; 1n an object is the rtht to its exclusvie possession and use, The foun-
dation the right of property the will of God, By this is meants (1) that God
has so COﬂoLluU ed man that he des*“es and needs this right of the exclusive
possession and use of certain things. (2) Hawing made man a social being, He has

nmade the right of property e“oeatlal to the hualthlul development of human society.
(3) He has implanted a sense of justice in the nabure of. man, which. conderns as
morally wrong ewerything an00151stent with the right in question, (4) He has declared
in his word that any and every violation of this right is. sinful. This doctrine of
the right of property is the only security for the individual or for society.. If

it be made to rest on any other foundation, it is insecure and wnstable. It is only
by meking prpperty sacred, guarded by the fiery sword of divine justdice, that it

can be safe from the dangers to which it is everywhere and always exposed.! (Select
Notes, 1943, p. 391)

H
\J

Hy

°

3. It may seem strange to some that the safeguard of property rights is found alongside
the ”"afer“ rd of 11 e, %u ‘possessions are the means by which life is sustained,
ghts i

s unsecure in life itself," (Coffman,

De 93)~

L. Many efforts through the years have been made to ab lish privete property.

a, The "Jamestown C-lony, in 1603, tried to bypass the institution of private pro-
perty with state control of production and distribution." (Coffmen, p.- 93) It
failed.

b. Robert Owens on the banks of the Wabash River, Indiana, 1825.

‘ } ¢ Timsce ndenballubs, Brook Farm, 1830,
! : d. William Lane in South America, 1883,
e, Communists insist that individual possession is a threat to the life of all and
\ ownership should be. by the state,. "In a SGHbG, the theory of Commnists may be
summed up. in the single sentence: Abolition of private property." (Marx and
Engels, Communist Manifesto, p. 48)
| 5. The undeniable conclusion to be drawn from a stﬂdv of these endeavors is Jhwt the
| . abolition of private property alos consfiitutes the abolition of virtues such as
industry, thrift, ambition, and prudence." (Coffman, p. 94) .

6, "Cod's eighth rule for Life, 'thou shalt not steal', is the foundation of. our en=
tire economic system, bechuse it recognizes the fact that one has a right., a God-
given right, to work, earn, save, and own."(C}arlcs Allen)

7. In this study let's consider:

Discussion,
T. SOME GENERAL TRUTHS ABOUT THE COMUANDLIEN
A, It is definitely a recognition of the rlghts of property. .
1. Property is not theft.
2+ "Christiec '+y requires its adherents to breat their possessions as a steward-
ship held in trust under God, . ." (Cfoffman, p. 95)
Be It forbids any violation of these rights.
1. T here are four weys--right ways--in which one may possess properby---~work,

J

purchase, inheritance, and gifts. .
N a., Ephesians 4:2¢ recognigzes the ways of work and gifts. .
b. The commandment recognizes them in that they are based upon '"the essentials

laws of human inter-relation; hamely, 1ove and work.," (uorgan, P 91)
(1) A gift is bestowed by love, : .
(2) Possessions are gained by work. .
2. Blealing violates all of these laws., -
ae "The thief cannot love the person from whom he steals, and it is very
difficult for the person from whom the theft is made to love the thief,"



Dloess

LCs:

1

ralneh

; e
filches

ISR R
rrenes




the vernacular of that generabtion." (Coffman, pe 100) Hﬁﬁg
Hitler burned the Bibles at Nuremberg in 1933 in Germany.

l- el
5, (
4, "Ray Dirdwell White, quoting T.J. Miles's book, Changing Russia, states that of the
170 million people in Russia, at least 169 million have never seen a copy of the
if ) sacred Scripture."

7. Thousands of parents steal the word of God from their children by falling to teach
8 o =

hem and bring them to Bible study.

8, "ihen Mark Twain merried Oliva Langdon she was avery devout Christian., He was so
unsympathetic with her faith that gradually she gave up her religious practices.
Later, when her mobher died and she experience deep sorrow, He urged, "Livy, lean
on your faith," Sadly she told him, 1T can't., I haven's any left." To his dying
day he was havnted by the fact that he had taken from her that which had meant so
weh," (God's Psychiatry, Charles Allen, pp. 72,73)

D. Fourth, one can steal from God. lMal. 3:8-10
T. A failure to give a tenth under the law was robbery.
2, A failure to give as we have propsered today is robbery. 1 Cor. 16:1,2

Conclusion

1. The best antitode for stealing is work. &ph. L:28.

2, It's to be work, not merely for selfish purposes but to help others. Honesty is
inculcated by an appeal to the highest motives,"

Sy
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{ THE HOLY SPIRIT, NO. 1 QQO
? - Jn. 15:26 .
iy Introduction. . < s
t =¥  1,"Christianity is differentiated from all the other rel: by the fact that *it of-
| fol S it dynanic in lLVlug to ibs prcceptu. The dynamic is
3 word of Goc con i waris the church from coldness

the Christian wit power 1ot his ovn in the flcat
rix}.” (“"“m 2 .J,._rit and “the Word, Z.T. 3‘/:0

lc be""‘ceq tho i‘lesh

,p.),

great emphaxis was placed on the study of God, which
"ie no“l‘e"t of other subjects. &
' dulum swung to '*nobher extreme, -Meir began Lo

neglect the S‘t.udy of God to place emphasis -on the study OT. Christ, :
c. During the 20th century it seems thab equal emphasis oughtto be placed omr bl e Holy
Spirit, bub not to the neglect of God and Christ, or other subjects. .
3. Ignorance c,bom, the Holy Spirit ab mio. More superst "L;j_on remains on this subject
L
197

sti
than on any other and minds ard clubtered with uscless traditions. Two views gener-

ally held:
a. "That it is.a ine influence proceeding from the Father, and emanation from or
manifestation” of the d ;

divine, or & mere impersonal Fforce." In other words " a’ glor-
ified it.M .

b. That h& is a person and active in the
L. One (to whon Go 3

s of a personality.c ’ .
revealed by revelation) may learn

—
5
-4
(@]
s
-
4
(L

d has be ny things about God
, from nature., Psa. 19:1; Rom. 1:20. But the only source of information about Christ
! and the Holy Spirit is the Bible.
| 5« What say thé Scriptures aboul the Holy Spirit?
Y Discussion.
: I. THE SCRIPTURES REVEAL THE HOLY SPIRIT AS

A. The Holy Spirit is mentioned 352 &g
1. The 0ld Testament dogs not give

Testameny bul he is still mentioned 88 ti

ae. Referred to in 23 bo;kb‘ of Old Testa went, not opocujwll entioned in 186,
b. Called the "holy Spirit" only th S8e 5131l I)a. 63:10 1l

iree times,
1

2 In the New Testament the Holy Spirit is referred ‘L‘,o 26, u,.mes.

3. 57 different names are given to the Spirit, five of them both testa-
Ments,

J.
Do 5 narmes e.m Dia
Ca 5 indicat
de 7 names d S

e, 17 names

IT. THE SCR'L“” RS PROCLATM Y A PERSON.
he work of the Holy SpLL it p‘rocla.uéls- persol Lality.

e teaches and quickens the mind. Jn. 14:26

A
ile

- 4
ifies., Jn. 15:26,

Tl

l.

2 iy

3. He is able to reprove and convict. Jn. 16:7,8
242/

g . He guides, Jn. 16:13,14,
5 . He leads a.ml A.QlUL\lo. Acts 16: 6 o Vi

He speaks. 1
Only -a person can do these/thiings.

-3 O~ B

$ Be The Holy Spli“l’t} has the charack¥peristics of a person.
1, He is called the "good Spix’i&. * Nehe 9:20,
2. Mind. Roms 83127,
3. Has affection~-"love of the Spirit." Rom. 15:30,
Le Knowledge. 1 Cor. 2:11.
5 Will, 1 Cor. 12:11.



Co He
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2
3e
Ly
5e

He can
He can
He can

He can be
He can be
II1. THE SCE ZL:*PLRJS

vexed zmd grieved. Isa. 63:10; Ephs 4:30.
espited, - Hebs 10:29 ; '
PROCLATIM, THE HOLY 1SPIRITVTO-BE A -DE

L PERSON.

A, Attributes are ascribed -to the Holy ‘Spirit that -are attrib
-1, Omipresence (everywhere pres cw)--———P 84 139 7-10.

2e
Do
Ls

B. The I

.

e
)
e

3e
Lo

Conclusion

When all evidence is considered, ther

Omnipotent -(all power)—-=-Micah 3:8,

Omniscience

. 2
Bternal.

His
The
His
His

Holy Spirit does: things -bhat manifest. dix

work. 4

(all knowledge)---1 Cor, 2:lO,ll.
HeD. 9 -]/{;o
v

ivihi
in creation. : Gene 121,25 -Job 26:133 331l

source of the miraculous, Mb. 1.2:2 28,

work
4work

the word of God.,

in regenerabioni, Jne 35,7
in Lhe resurrechion. Rom. S:11
1n. Lhe resurreciulon. Ollle Oedle

"

ules of*

God

ere can be but one conclusion--the Holy Spirit- is
divine person.and.active in the ways of a person. Regscon and the Bible both teach t hat
the Holy Spirit does not work directly on the min
Cf.q AC’bS \_J.26.Ll o

©

s of men, but only through a medium—-

g
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i THE CHRISTIAN'S CONDUCT BOW THE CIVIL GOVERI

Rom. 13:1-7; 1 Pob, 2:1o-17— - :

Introduction, | .

1.

"One oi‘ tno most Comin : uttered a; 5t Lhe rly disciples by the enemies of
3ah t\r 1_“3 that ' i ond d d osed to disregard the
lL.l .
t Phil ms not-lawful. Acts 16+
9-21. s

b, At Thessalonica Paul. and his cofpany were charged with doing "contrary to the de-
crees of Caesar . « " Acts 17:5-7. - . .

co Acts 18:1,2 reveals that certain Jews were driven from Rom. o

There was some ground for the charges a: 1& thus the need of Peter and P"ﬂil's admonitions

@« The Jew believed that, as a citizen of the Theocracy, it was at least derogatery
to his charcter, if not an act of t‘:-oa,son toward uoi, to acknowledge allogj_aﬂce to

ary ear‘u‘_]_;, Q\,cq;* ent (Deut 17:15)¢" This.belief brought much wnrest.
« The world generally wuomme Christians as a

=
]

sh sect, (i"(ld the-sus-

picions of to Jews, attached to 18. How carefwlly they
needed to walk
c. Many Christians (Formerly Jews) enterte such views, .
d. The cruelties soon to be carried out by lero would be apt to put revolutionary ideas
f Ch ;
g

S i Theada
in the heads
=

oh words ly indeed, but they are not, however, to be
regarded as the temporary, His words are abiding and we nal 'L',l”‘Uuh

. . . ~ ey
and certain -and orga in fo W (MeGarvey, 1).»50

Yes, these instructions.are jus
two kingdoms. _
8. One becomes a citizen of the physical {(poli al, earthly) kingdom h\ birth or:
naburalis:

7)
asi today because a Chriskian still bclongs to

e (’)&jﬂ. JL e 3:5. b
Cis tian's 1life because

L =

IAVY A DTOLM MOy YT
Lia /T:-.‘ A LGHL Fr\ 18\ um # b

iito exist.,  Mbt, 22:15-22. He told Pilate he ‘could "have

n except it were ziven thee from above." Jn. 19:11,

Pe t, Tohe power that be are ordained of God," Rom. 13:l. Zven evil gov—

e d sometim .

1. God raised up Pharoah power. Hxz, 9: 16. okt

2. Daniel said God "removeth ‘.’rmu s ans setteth uvp kings « ." (Dan, 2:12) and that
God rules "in the kingdom of men, and that he appointeth r it whomsgever he
will." (Dane 5:22) - At

3. God used Assyria to punish Israels Isa. 7:14-20, ' » Ha e

'] o

s us:to "submit to every ordinance of

Ca Pe‘aoz‘ command 5

:12)
""TL GOVERNMENTS EXIST FOR A TWO-FOLD PURPOSE OR DES
A. They are God'!'s minister ment of ex 3_3! d oers. RO 13:3a,4b; 1 Pebi 26
.]L. '
Bs They are God's mini:
-4'7.),/4,, 1 Pet, 1:

sakes? (1 Petl,

encourage those engaged in good works. Roms

T T AT ATTR TTA YT
CHRISTIANS HAVE

TiHi CIVIL GOVERNIMENT. Mt., 22:21.

aws. Rom« 13:1l; Titus 3:1; 1 Pet. 2: 3.

A g 4
A. Chris SUl
L The

regardless of the form of governme nt under which one
lives or how corrupt or unfit its off: rc"'l Se Just as Peter told servants to
be obedient to the "froward" as well as the "good and gentle" mesters so Christ=
ians are to obey rulers--—good or bad, 1 Pet., 2:18,



2. The Christian that resists the
Rome 1322,
are to ey the spe

government through'disobedience resists God,
ed laws, loads on tru.cks b

lisobey only wi such laws conflict w s laws,
h and Abednego ulso1*o/cc‘ Nebuchadnezzar!s hw to bow to the
ause it violated God's law, Danes 3; Cf. Ex. 20:2,
Darius' law nobt to pray becusse.it was contrary to God!s law,
her apostles disobeyed the council's command to quit tc,'\chj ng
. ecause it violated God's lmw. Acts 4:18,19; 5:29. .

taxes. Rom. 13:0,7, - . I,
Lo \,"‘(.:\c‘.ld_t)le by paying taxes. Mb. 17:24-27. .
2., This includes a true return on income tax forms. -
Ce Christiens are to offer prayers in behalf of civil rulf-WS. 1 Time 2:1,24 Ged
told the captives in Babylon to "seek the peace of the city whither I have caused
you {o be carried aw ptives, and pray wmto the Lord for it." dJer. 29:9,
— D, Christians are to be all good works., Titusl 3:l. 5
1ls When gov ask for letters from citizens on certain legislation,
do we write? ‘ i
2. Vhen we disagree with certain decisions and laws :Zua'b are passed, do we write
and encourage other decisicns or do we Jjust talk and cr“tlm ze?. . (The Cathslics
m-%-te.) .
3] en some _)LL—].‘_C offici al does some good deed or merits our praise, do we give
. ' M . .
E.ff;“ stn ne ’Z%?uo honor thos n_n power, 1 Pet, 2:¥/. May not dgree
practices, etc., but JM Lo honor the office they hold.) -
IV. SCME REASONS OR MOTIVES FOR OBEYING THE CIVIL GOVL ’
A. They are ordained of God.  Romsjl3:le "
B. To escape their wrath and the wrath of God. Rom. 13:,l.g,b,5a. .
C. For gonscience sake. Rom. 1335, ;

1, "Our conscience is
authorities are ap:
having now told us
our sense of right,

not obey the civil

our sense o

this, we kn
and this s

2

To have a clear conscience,
rse of

ment without any remo:
(Whiteside)

anls

De For the Lord's , sake-——-—
B, "that with well doing w

2305,

Conclusion.

Christians ought to be the
concluded, "Render therefore to
Jwhom cvrhon; fear to whom fear;

authorities,

f right, formed by the word of God .

Ruling
ointed by God, and 01\111 officers are his servants. God

B

ow it within ourselves., This knowledge forms

ense of right is our conscience. If now we do
this sense or conscience is violated." (Lerd)
A man who who can disobey the laws of his govern-

a2

conscience is lacking in rosgect for God's commands,"

§

a a

in any land. Christians ought to, as Pa
: tribute to whom tribute due; custon to
‘_, onour,™ Roms 13 $%7 .

D
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WE NEVER RISE ABOVE OUR PLANS O
Lke 16:1-12-- i
J3

1. Just a few days ago it was my provilege to go through one of the best planned houses I
have ever seen--=Bro, & Sis. Kenneth Jolnson's house, The plan of this house was started
some 15 to 20 before completion,

2., Some of you are now in the process of building your houses and others of you ‘have such '
future plans, During the steak supper given to the high school graduates at the end of the
school year they revealed their plans.

3, "Achievement is not the result of happen-stance or accident; it is rather the result of
‘well-laid and well-executed plans. We may fail to accompllsh all we plan to do but & is
certain we will accomplish nothing unless we plan to do so."

‘a. Large corporations pay the highest salaries to executives who spend most of their time
thinking ahead. As a result businesses sperd billions on plants that will produce no
profit for years.

be The big pulp companies in Canada invest millions in pianting trees vuab will produce
no fruit for 50 to 100 years.

L. Somecne has said: "To fail to plan is to plan to fail."

a. This is true in our personal lives, our educational achievements, our busmess relat-
ionships, and in the activities of the Lord's church.

b. Many people fail to accomplish very much in life because they live it without a plan,
(Common complaint of housewives is "I can't seem to get anything done,' Did you
plan to get anything done? Make a list of the things you need to do, listing them in
the order of importance, and finish them one at a t:une.g
o Many business fail because of poor planning. Any many churches languish in the mire
of mediocrity because they move aleng with the tide of time without a definite plan,

5. With all of this in mind let's consider’some guiding principles which there are no sub-
stitutes for if we are to succeed in the Lord's work.

Discussion,
I. GOOD PLANNING TAKES TIME AND FORETHOUGHT.
A. God's plan for man was made before time began, yet it book approximately 4,000 years

to work out all the details, Ephe 3:8=11; Gal, 4:k.

B. Plans for the huge Life & Causlty bujlding in Nashville were started 25 years before
building,

Ce Vanderbilt University has expansion plans that extend through 2,000 A.D.

D, Plans for our building started over a year ago. But the building committee has worked
long and tirelessly to build a building for the present as well as for the future,

They dared to plan aheadl

IT. GOOD PLANNING ALWAYS SETS THE GOALS.
A. We never rise above our goals.

1, Abraham's gaol was "a city which hath foundatlons, whose builder and maker is God."
Heb, 11:10.

2. Daniel had a high goal of purity. Daniel 1:8,

3, Paul had the goal "for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." Phil,
3:13,14.

Le What is your gaol in life? Set it high because the quality of your choices will
depend upon the height of your goals.

B. Every successful congregation in the brotherhood has definite gaols.

1, Geals in Bible school attendance, attendance at worship services, increases in
menbership, improvements to physical property, contributions, mission work, ben=
evolence, spiritual improvement of members, etc. (The committees appon_nted by the
elders have work here,)

2, "We may never achieve all of our goals, but we will achieve but 1little without our
goals, and we will never rise above our goals.'

JTII. GOOD PLANNING INCLUDES A PLAN OF OPERATION.
A. "Setting goals for ourselves is worth but little unless we get busy executing a plan
of operation designed to accomplish our goals.™ ;

1, Jesus Christ set the disciples a goal when he gave the Great Commission (Mt. 282 19,
20) but he also gave a plan of operation (Acts 1:8).




2. The Committess appointed by the elders are working on plans to promote the work of
the Lord here, but these plans will fail unless théy include a plan of operation
to obtain the goals set,

Be Again it all will fail if they make plans, include a plan of operation, but we do not

put forth the effort needed to carry out the plan,

Conclus ion.

I'd like to conclude our study with some thought-provoking questions and some reveal:.ng

statistics,

l.‘r

2

3e

Are we as wise as the children of this world (Lko 16:8)? They spend money today that

may produce no results for 50 years,

a. How many congregations today are willing to plan for ten years, twenty years or-fifty
years ahead?

b, How many today are willing to plan a building to take care of -anticipated growth for
the next ten years?

c. How many today are willing to plan a mission effort and stay with it for the next
fifty years to firmly plant the cause in a foriegn field?

Are we planning our preaching and Bible teaching program to take care of the tidal ‘wave

of children rushing upon America?

a. The population in America has doubled in the past fifty years,

bs The number of births has doubled in the past 20 years--=4,000,000 each year since 1954,

ce "To break this down further, it means that whereas there were only 23,514,000 children
in elementary schools in 1930 and 33,559,000 in 1960, there will be 50 million by 1970.
It means that at the present rate of increase, the hlgh school population of the U.S.
will grow from 6,734,000 now to 10,979,000 by 1966, Whereas there were only 238,210
college students in all colleges in the U.S. in 1900 when brethren like David Lips-v-
comp, T.B. Larimore, James A; Harding, A.B. Barret, J.N. Armstrong and others saw the
need for more Christian colleges, there are now 3 m:.llion college students and the
prospects that there will be more than five million by 1970 (From a report of
special committee of the American Association of Colleg:.a’oe Registrars and Admiss:Lons
Officers)." M. Norvel Young. :

"TO FAIL TO PLAN IS TO PLAN TO FAIL."



222

"WE NEVER RISE ABOVE OUR PLANS"
i S v

This sermon was used again and is on page 779.
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TN % /963 BAPTISM IN HOLY SPIRIT-DAPTISI‘.E IN FIRE - QQJ
e 3 : Matt, 3:ll=Luke 35:l€-=- , :

7} h‘/ o

- Introductions, :
[ %43 l. Brother Boles says, '""Possibly no phase of the Holy Spirit and his work
/- o in the redemption of man has been discussed more than "the baptism of
the Holy Spirit" and the same can be said of fire baptism,

- 2. Long has this been a mooted question and it 1s not the purpose of this
lesson to clear everybody minds concerning the matter, but to byy to
reveal what we believe the New Testament reveals concerning baptism in
flre and baptism in the Holy Spirit.

} Discussione
I BAPTIQV IN THE HOLY SPIRIT-MATT., $3ll.
. What we are not to understand about it. ,
1, Not to understand that the Holy Spirit was literally "poured"
out as we pour water from a bucket. (Cotild not be said of a mem-
ber of the Godhead.) £zZ2 %i/7
2. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is called baptism because there
was the complete overwhelming of the opirlt of man by thke Holy
Spirit,
B. Holy Spirit Baptism was Promised,
1, By the prophets-~Joel 2:28-30, i eeg
2. By John the Baptist--Matt, 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16,
| 5, By Christ--Acts 1:5,
, C. Holy Spirit Baptism was not promised to every individual,
i 1% BilllefrJohits audience was not receive it becamse some weré to
| be baptized in fire--Matt, 3:1l, :
? "~ 2. 811 Christians, in the days of the'apostles, did not receive it=-
| a, Philip 'was not able to impart miraculous gifts to others,
y. . which he would have been able to do had he been oaptlzed in
B () : " the Splr‘t—=ACtS 8414l pib s
R =Dy T]WQuu had to study (2 Tim.'~:15) which he would not: have i "
; 1eeded to Ao, :
D. Holy up¢r1t Baptism/ was Promised to Certaln Indi V1duqls.
1, Jesus promised it to the apostles=-=Acts 1:5,
2. It fell on the apostles on Pentecost--Acts 2:1-4,
3, The same thing that happened on Pentecost happened at the holise!

Cornelius--Acts 10:44, 45 LLelbs 16.

4, Joel's prophecy that 1t would be "poured out on all flesh" was

B

.

fulfilled:
a, Through bapt*uu of apostles Jews were blessed, .
b, Through baptism of Cornelius Gentiles~“were Blessed, PR

\ : 5. The miraculous measture' of the Spirit, which many Christians, en- !
jﬁy“w’%“ﬂ*“%> Joyed is not to be confused with the baptism 1 measure because" I
\ S Uhewor 15 Dile magor difference, namely: The baptlsmal measure. came
leCCElJ from heaven without the intervention of humen‘hands, but.
the miraculous measure was given by laying on of the hands of the
- apostles~--Acts 817,
he ) 6, A prediction is best understood in. the light of 1t° fulfxllment
' _and since these two groups are the only ones that received the
baptismal measure, of the Spirit, they fust. be the only ones in« .
cluded at the time the predlctlon was ‘made, i
| : : E. The Administrator was Chrisbs !
: 1, John the Baptist said he would be--Matt Sitll; John L:®8 54,
§ : . 2. Christ said he would send the Holy opirlt {o30) & hio dlsc1ples--fﬁ
L : a,.John 143263 151263 16416,
\ . be: Just befo*e ascenuLon--Acts 15 4 (Promise of tho Father was
. o/ ~ baptism in Holy Spirit=-Acts 2:33) X
by F. The Purpose. of doly Splrit-Bapbism,
| 1, To reveal all truth--~John 18:13,°

2+ To confirm the bruth--Heb, 2:1-4.
5. When he fell on the Gentiles It Wwas to bear wwtn.se-Acts 15 7=9,
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THEJS*EVEN GREATEST THINGS ON EARTH
JHAPES mEpDOWS

Introduction
The seven greatest things in the world are not the Seven Wonders of the World.
The great temple of Diana that stood in ancient Ephesus was one of the seven wonders
of the ancient world, but it is not one of the seven greatest things on earth. (Seven
wonders — Colossus at Rhodes, Hanging Gardens of Babylon, Lighthouse of
Alexandria, the Mausoleum at Halicarnassus, Pyramids of Egypt, Statue of Zeus in
Olympia.)
If | were to walk down the streets of any town this morning and begin to ask “What
do you think are some of the greatest things on earth?” no doubt, | would receive some
of the following answers:
1. Money 2. Our democratic form of government 3. Education 4. Science
5. Ect.
Man fails to recognize the greatest things today just like the disciples of our Lord
did.
1. James and John thought the greatest thing would be to sit on each side of the
Lord — Mark 10:35-40.

2. But our Lord taught that the greatest thing is to be servant to all — Mark 10:42-
45.

It is the primary purpose of this lesson to help each of us recognize the greatest

things on earth, so we may place the proper emphasis on them. Only by so doing can
we be pleasing to God.

Discussion
. THE GREATEST POSSESSION IN THE WORLD — THE SOUL.
A. The term soul is used at least three ways in the Bible.
1. Refers to the life of man — Gen. 2:7.
2. Refers to the person himself — Acts 2:41.
3. Refers to that immortal spirit of man — Matt. 10:28.
B. The greatness of the soul seen in many ways.
1. By its giver — The father of Spirits — Heb. 12:9; Eccle. 12:7.
2. lts immortal nature — Matt. 10:28; Rev. 6:9.
3. lts value — Matt. 16:26.
4. What it cost to save the soul — The blood of Christ — Eph. 1:7; 1 Pet. 1:18,
19.
C. Afailure to recognize the greatness of the soul is what keeps many people from
being concerned about their souls.
D. But when you fully place the same value on your soul that Jesus Christ places
on it then you:
1. Will “receive with meekness the engrafted word which is able to save your
soul.” James 1:21.
2. Obey the truth in order to purify your soul — 1 Peter 1:22.
3. Be baptized to have the blood of Christ applied and your sins washed away
— Rom. 6:3,4; Acts 22:16.

%
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VL.

VII.

THE GREATEST EVIL IN THE WORLD - SIN.

A. Indeed it is the only evil. All sin is evil and all evil is sin.

B. Sinis the transgression of God’s law — | John 3:4.

C. Sinis the source of all misery, suffering, pain and death — Gen. 3:14ff.

D. Sin separates man from God — Isa. 59:1,2.

E. Man'’s sins will find him out — Num. 32:23; Gal. 6:7, 8.

THE GREATEST POWER IN THE WORLD - THE GOSPEL.

A. lt may seem strange to say the gospel is the greatest power in the world, when
our world is filled with so many great powers. (The Atomic and Hydrogen
bombs, bulldozers, dynamite, etc.)

B. The greatness of the gospel can be seen:

1. By who gave it — The Spirit — John 16:13; Eph. 6:17.
2. lts ability to save souls — Rom. 1:16; | Cor. 15:1-4.
3. lts penetrating powers — Heb. 4:12.

4. lts transforming power — 1l Cor. 3:18.

5. lts influence on the civilizations of the world.

. THE GREATEST PRINCIPLE IN THE WORLD - LOVE.

A. It was love that caused God to give his Son — John 3:16.
B. Without love all else is in vain — | Cor. 13:1-3.
C. Godislove — | John 4:8.
D. Love to be put on above ali things — Col. 3:14.
E. Its love that constrains us to be faithful — Il Cor. 5:14,15.
THE GREATEST REMEDY - IN THE WORLD - THE BLOOD OF CHRIST.
A. Remedy - “Any medicine or application which puts an end to disease and
restores health. . .to cure.” (Webster)
B. The blood of Jesus Christ is the greatest remedy in the world because it is the
only remedy for the greatest evil — sin.
1. The blood of bulls and goats could not cure sin — Heb. 10:4.
2. Man in his own wisdom could not figure out a remedy — | Cor. 1:21.
3. It took the blood of Jesus Christ — Heb. 9:11-14; Eph. 1:7.
THE GREATEST MONUMENT IN THE WORLD - THE LORD’S SUPPER.
A. Many great monuments about us and we truly appreciate them all.
B. The Lord’s Supper is the greatest monument:
1. Because of who instituted it — Christ — Matt. 26:26-28.
2. Because of the communion enjoyed — | Cor. 10:16.
3. Because of what is remembered — | Cor. 11:24-26.
THE GREATEST INSTITUTION IN THE WORLD - THE CHURCH OF CHRIST.
A. An institution is something that has been organized; established; founded; set
up, etc. (Many great institutions in this world.)
B. Some reasons why the church of Christ is the greatest are:
It has the greatest head — Christ — Eph. 1:22,23.
It has the greatest builder — Christ — Matt. 16:18.
It has the greatest foundation — Christ — Matt. 16:16-18; | Cor. 3:11.
It has the greatest creed — The Bible — | Pet. 4:11.
It cost the greatest price — The blood of Christ — Acts. 20:28.

aRrLNd~






6. It has the greatest purpose in the world — Making known the manifold
wisdom of God — Eph. 3:10.
7. It secures for man the greatest comfort — A home in heaven — Rev. 2:10.

Conclusion

Truly these are the seven greatest things in the world; the soul, the greatest
possession; sin, the greatest evil; the gospel, the greatest power; love, the greatest
principle; the blood of Christ, the greatest remedy; the Lord’s Supper, the greatest
monument and the church of Christ, the greatest institution. Have you yet applied the
greatest remedy (the blood of Christ) to remove the greatest evil (Sin) from your life and
thus are a member of the greatest institution (the church). If not, why don’t you do it
now?

Suggested Plan of Presenting — Write the “The greatest thing is” etc., and then as the
lesson is presented write the what it is out to the side.







DUTIES @F ELDERS
ACTS 20:28=-ww==

Introduction.

The office of the eldership is an honorable work. <1t is a werk ap-
proved of God. Man can hold no higher office in this life. Yet there
1s no office with greater obligations and responsibilities. The very
fact that the souls of men are involved at once reveals the greatness
of this work. * lesson on the duties of the elders should be of grave
concern to every member of the church because the slders can fulfill
thelr duties only if the church will let them.

We begin this lesson by observing:

Discussioen,

I. THE GERMS BY WHICH CHURCH OFFICERS ARE CALLED.

(’A. The titles glven to elders of the church are adopted from previous-
ly existing offices and carry with them much of their former signi-
nlficance, -

B, Elder, Anglo-Saxon; Presbyter, Greek--fxperience and dignity of age;
Both are translated from Greek word Presbuteros. Acts 14:23; Tit,
1:5,
l, Originally designated older men, heads of families, who exercised

government over their families-Ex., 4:29,
2. *n the days of “hrist 1t had become title of rulers of the syna=-
gogues and rulers of the people-Lk., 22:66,
3. The terms elder and presbyter mean '"one advanced in life, a
term of rank or office and denotes the dignity of the office."
4, Thus when these terms were adopted into the church it brought
with it the ldea of rulers in the church with some authority.
C. Bishop, Anglo-Saxon; 0'erseer, Greek-One.who oversees or super-

vises., Both translated from Greek wgrd episco ii;;ACts 20:28; ?St. f’»
1:73 1 Tim, B:1; Pnil;lzl.W«-) e o oo ) ~ date o <k
1.Used for the officiers appdéinte 5& Soalih ¥ Sards the work-
men engaged in repariing the temple=2 ron, 34:12; Solomon in
building the temple-2 Chron, 2:18,

2. Overseers of workmen employed in rebuilding the awall around
Jerusalem=-Neh, 11:5,9, 14,

3., "In all these instances it designates persons who have the over-
sight of the persona for the purpose of directing their labors
and securing a faithful performance of the tasks assigned them."
(McGarvey, The “ldership)

4, Thayer says the terms mean " a man charged with the duty of see=-
ing that things done by others are done rightly; any curator,
guardian, or superintendent; in the New “estament, a guardian
of souls, one who watches over their welfare; the superintendent ,
head, or overseer of any Christian church." (Copied from The
Moded Church by G.C. Brewer) !

5. When applied to the officiers of the church it carried with it
the significance already attached, namely:

a., Rersons appointed to superintend the affairs of the church.

b. To direct activities of the members.

c, See that everything was done that should be done.

d. That it was done by the right person. :

8, Done at the right time.

f. Done in the right way. ;
D. Shepherd, Anglo-Saxon; Pastor, Latin-Refers to tending and feeding-

Eph, 4:11; 1 Pet. 5:2; 1 Pet, 2:25,.Translated from Greek word

poimeen.

l. One can only appreciate the term shepherd when he notices its
use in the Bible,

a. David sees a likeness between the shepherd's care of his
flock and God's care of ‘srael=-=Psa, 23,







2

b. Isaiah forsaw the life and labor of the Son of God as a
Shepherd=-Isa., 40:11,

c. Jesus pictures himself as the Good Shepherd-Jn. 10:1-5,11-14,
S

d. Peter speaks of Christ as Shepherd (1 P t., 2:25); and implies
that elders are undershepherds-l P't, 534,

2. From these verses we learn that the Jewish shepherd was at once
the ruler, the guide and the protector and companion of his
flock.

5. When this term is applied to one in the church it represents

him as the ruler, gulde, protector and companion of the mem-
bers of the church.

E. Ruler-1 Thess, 5:12; 1 Tim, 5:17; Heb. 13:7,17.
(This term refers to one that is over, superintendent, one that
goes before; leader; rules; commands; to have authority over;
controls; etc,)

F. All of the foregoing terms apply to the same individuals,

l. The world uses the term bishop differently from elder and, in
many cases places the bishop above the elder,

2. The world uses the term pastor to apply to the preacher.

3. In the Bible the terms elders and overseers refer to the same
men, Paul called the elders of the church at Lphesus to Mi=-
letus (Acts 20:27); later called them overseers (Acts 20:28).

4, In the Bible the term elders and bishops refer to the same men.
Titus was to appoint elders in every city (Tit. 1:5); but Paul
gave him the qualifications of a bishop (Tit. 1:7). Since
elders and overseers refer to the same men, and elders and bis-
hops refer to the same men, then bishops and overseers refer
to the same. Furthermore, overseer and bishop are translated
from same Greek word.

5. In the “ible the term elders and shepherds refer to the same
men, Peter exhorts the elders (1 P.t. 5:f); later implies
that these same men are shepherds (1 Patis B514)

6., In the “ible elders and pastors refer to the sams men. In
Paul's letter to the “pesians he said that God had set pastors
in the church (Eph. 4:11); but in Acts 20:17 he refers to the
officers of the church as elders and was talking to some of
the pastors that God had set in the church, Furthermore,
the term shepherd and pastor is from same Greek word.,

Conclusion,

Such a study indicates to us the kind of men God wants in this pesiti-
on, No wonder God has carefully explained his will in this matter so

minutely. Let every elder resolve to put for th greater effort in his
work,

Helps Used:

The Model Church-~=G.C. Brewer

The Eldership=--J.W. McGarvey

ConGregational Development=L.R. Wilson
Scriptural Govermnment of the church=0tto Foster
Several Commentaries






DUTIES OF ELDERS
(No. 2)

Introduction

In order for any organization to function properly each one must do
his part of the work. If one man has to do his work and somecne else
work too, then progress is slowed. O0s it is in the Lord s church. Gd
has appointed each ocen a work to do. BElders, deacons, preachers and
every member., Its only when each one does the work assigned him that
the church is able to make the progress that God wants 1t to make. What
then are the duties which God has given the elders?

Discussion,

I. BE AN EXAMPLE.
A. Peter tells the elde®ss to "be ensamples to the flock." 1 Pet. 5:3,

B, Paul admonished the “phesians elders to "take heed to yoprselves,.) /z
Acts 20:28.f ek W’{_‘ zZ, @%MQ?/W%WJZ/
C., Paul holds the elders up‘ﬁ% an &%ample ‘to be imi et 185,
1, The word followmeans Iimitate.
2, Elders are admonished that their example should be worthy of 1im-
itation,
D. Jesus teaches the same idea under the figure of a shepherd and his
flock=Jn., 10:4, (The shepherd should take heed that he always
lead the flock in the straight and narrow way.)
E, Elders are to be examples in every respect, but Paul admonished the
Ephesians elders to imitate him in two ways-Acts 20:33-35.,
1., So labor that they might be able to support the weak.
o. Remember the words of the Lord Jesus and be an example in give
ing.
II. TAKE HEED TO THE FLOCK AND FEED (TEND) THE FLOCK=-ACTS 20:28; 1 PET. 52.
) , A, Just as a shepherd feeds and guards his flock so the elders are to
A do to the flock alloted them.

.

T B. In taking heed to the flock and feeding the flock it is made the
éig%? . » responsibility of the elders:
Mk Joirmer 1, To protect the congregation against false teachers-Acts 20:29;

Tit, 1t9=ll,

2, To guard carefully against trouble-makers within the congregat-
ion=Acts 20:30,

3., o keep watch day and night like a shepherd watches his folcke=
Acts 20:31, Jesus emphasixed the importance of keeping the sheep
from straying and if one did, to bring it back to safety=-Lk.,
15:3-7, (Bro. MlGarvey once said, "If the congregation were to
assemble on the Lord's day and the elders missed one of the
flock, would it be going too far from him to leave the assembly
and go bring the stray back to safety.")

III. TAKE THE OVERSIGHT AND RULE THE CONGREGATION=-Acts 20:28; 1 Pet., 5:2;
1L Tlms B37,
A .The essential idea in overseership is that of directing or fuling.
B, The oversight or ruling will not be:

l, By constrafnt-1 PEt, 5:2b,

2. For filthy lucre=-] P"t, 5:8c, .

3. As lords over God s heritape-l P t. 5:3c.

C. The oversight and ruling will be according to the Lord's will.,

1. Limited to one congregation-"Feed the flock of God which is
among you." =1 Pit, 5:2a.

2, Willingly=-1 Pet., 5:2b.

3, Of a ready mind=-1 Pet., 8:2c,

4, Laboring in the work-l Thess. 5:12,

5. With diligence=Rom., 12:8.

6, Woll=1l Tim, 5:17,
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D. Included in the oversight and ruling will be taking the lead in
three great duties enjoined on the church. ' e
1. "Let all things be done decently and in order"=1 Cor, 14:40,
a. Each member is perform his duty orderly and right.
b. Where the apostles have not given the order it will be
necessary for someone to take the lead in deciding.
2, "Let all things be done to edifying"-1 Cor. 14:2B,
(The oversesrs are to see that everything done in the worship
will edify the body. They are to know who is teaching, what is
being taught and how, and suggest ways to improve., )
3, The church is to exercise discipline on the disorderly=-2 Thess,
%:6. (Overserss to take lead in this.)
IV. WATCH IN BEHALF OF SOULS#Heb. 13:17.
A, Elders must give account for the souls under them=Heb, 13:17; Ezek,
3:18-21,
B, If the members of the church will obey and submit to the elders
the elders will be able to give account with joys if net, it will
be with griéf-Heb. 13:17b,

Conclusione.

Every elder must recognize his duty and faithfully perform. Its a sol=
omn that God has placed on the elders, but the promised reward to the
faithful elder should make each one labor diligently to be found faith-
fols]l P t, Bid,







THE DUTIES OF THE, ELDERS AND,THEIR WIVES

Introduction.

1. The early church had elders and deacons (Phil. 1:1) and these elders
and deacons had a work to perform,

o5, A man that is an elder has a great and grave responsibility and much
work to do.

3, This is a lesson to the elders to impress them with their duties and

it

1g a lesson to you and me that we might know what God expects of

the elders and what we have the right to expect.

4, Realizing that an elder, just like a preacher, will be a failure if
his family doesn't support his decislons and help him, we also notice
the duties of the elder's wives.

Discussion,

I. A FEW REMARKS ABOUT THE ELDERS IN THE EARLY CHURCH.

A,

B.

T here was always a plurality of elders in every congregation----

Phil, 1:1; Acts 14:23; Acts 20317,

The dlders, pastors, shepherds, bishops, presbysters, overseers

were the same group of men in the early church--

1. Paul called the elders from Ephesus~Acts 20:17-~-Paul said to
the same men that the Holy Ghost had made them overseers--Acts
20:28.

2. Paul told Titus to ordain elders in every city--Tit, 1:5=e~
In giving the qualifications of the men to be ordahned he call=-
od them bishops=--Tit. 1:7; 1 Tim. 3:1,2,

3. Peter wrote to the elders-~1 Pet, B:l--Peter told them to tend
the flock and wait for the chief Shepherd-~-1 Pet, 5:2,4.

4, In Ephesians 4:11, God gsets some in the church--Pastors were
different from evangelists-~Pastor has same meaning as shepherd
only Shepherd is an Anglo-Saxon word and Pastor is a Greeltit word.

5, The great work and responsibility of elders 1ls seen in that they
were made elders by the Holy Spirit and are watching over that
which cost the blood of Christ--Acts 20:28,

I1I. THE DUTIES OF THE ELDERS .

A,

"Dske Heed Unto Themselves'-=Acts 20:28.

1. The dlder that does not realize the value and worth of his wewn

B.

D.

B,

soul will not watch for other aouls-~1 Tim., 4:16.

>2.vAn elder is to watch his words, deeds and thoughts.

"Peod the flockm=-Acts 20:28. & 30 i

1. God has provided the f88d and it is the duty of the elders to
see that the flock receives ik Sh Y

2, The elders do not have to do all the teaching themselves, but
- they should know what 1s taught in every class and how it 1is
taught, They should know i{f the bteachers are preparing thelr
lessons, they should visit the classes. ’

3: Brethren, do you know what is being taught in.every class here

< and how it is being taught? ;

"rend (shepherd) the flock™--1 Pet, 532,

1. ghe flock that he tends 1is 1limited to the place where he worships.
1l Pets 52, j ; i)

o, He must gaurd and protect the flock against falpe’teacher ;
* hobby riders, etc.=-Acts 20:29ff.(£2&244y/”J31 ; ele
"Paking the oversightW=-1 Pet. 512, 3, Ches ; 2

1, This carries with 1it:the thought of taking the leadership and

seeing that the work is done, Making the decisions as to what
~is to be done.: . oo, .
2.,"Not by constraint, but willingly® -=1 Pet, 5:2.
z. Wyot for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind“--1 Pet., 5:2.
4, Weither as being Lords...Bub ensamples'==1 Pet., 5:5.
"Rule well'-=1 Tim, 5:17, s DT (8w : :
1. An elder is not to rule in a careless, indifferent way.

2. Rom, 12:8=="he' that ruleth, with diligence."
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THE CHURCH'S DUTIES TO THE ELDERS
Heb, 13:17 ===
; }50

Introduction

v I am convinced that every member of the church, that ist rying to do.
right, desires to know his duty to the elders. Some, no doubt fail in
this obligation because they do not understand fully. Others know, but
make no attempt to do. Do you know your “od given duty to the elders?
Are you willing to learn? I believe you are.

Discussion

I. THE VERY FACT THAT GOD HAS MADE OVERSEERS IN HIS CHURCH SUGGESTS SME:

ONE TO OVERSEE.

A. God has made overseers-=Acts 20:28,

B. The flock is the one to be overseen=-Acts 20:28; 1 Pet., 5:2.

C. Without overseers and the overseen there can be no divine instit-
ution,

D. Every Christian must show his willingness to be ufdder the oversight
of the elders. How may this be done?
l, By placing membership with the congregation where one attends,

The Bible plainly teahes thjs_ ought Ec»ﬁ@ done:

a. Paul=Acts 9:26, ﬂfé ‘ ‘

b. Apollos-Acts 18127,

c., Paul's COmmendaZion of Phebe—Rom. 16:1,2.

d. "Obey them thath®The rule over you" suggest our being under
some eldership. (Heb. 13:17)

2., By stating a willingness to the elders and to try anything one
is asked to do.

3. By having a proper attitude toward the elders. (If one feels
that he cannot scripturally work and worship under a particua¢r
eldership, then let him go elsewhere, )

LI. MEMBERS OF THE CHURCE ARE TO:

'ﬂﬁjﬁﬁmdé f
& W 2.2,
A. Know the elders=-1 Thess. 5:12. s N"?’“ i e T gf ﬁ‘"

&g«aw#
1, The word know means "To regognize as hav1ng authérity as dis-

tinct from something else," Webster) To perceive; recognize Z?AA%;§
the character of ; duly regand "Greek word 15 aﬁ{ys appreci-
ation" (Bllicott) Hhed OCga mmewres "tigaild s oth Layoer”
2. Know the names of the elders. (Some congregations don't even
know this.)
3. It's dangerous to proceed with the affairs of the church withow
the direction of the elders.
4. o disrepect the judgment of the elders is to disobey God.
B, Bsteem the elders=-1 Thess., 5:13,
/1. What does it mean to esteem them?
[ a. Bsteem means (1) "To set a value on; appralse; to regard as.
| (8) "To appreciate the worth of; to hold in high
i regard; prize." (Webster)

b. "0 esteem the elders then, means to appreclate; to hold in

high regagd; to prize. :
2., How are we to esteem them? "very highly in love"=1l Thess, 5:13.
3, Why are we to esteem them? '

a. "For their work's sake"=1 Thess. 5:13.

b, Every citizen should respect the governor of the state, . not
because one always agrees with everything he does or plans,
for his work's sake, Likewise very member of the church
should esteem the elders, not hecause he glways agrees with
every plan they make, but for their work s sake.'

4, How may esteem show itself? .
a., Friendliness., b. Expression of appreciation. c¢. Submission

uZAAez /¢Z?Qﬂa o) Cheie ﬁtﬁ\ﬂL4 A f*,yﬂgz;ﬂ Obedience
Mé,?ﬁ‘ﬁ'?”f%""‘”jﬁ/ T Dy Aol riarpag? gl Bl oo, £ ey

—
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C. Honor the elders-1 Tim, 5:17. Qégﬁ(
1. Honor means "Esteem due or pald to worth; manifestation of re- ~

spect; hence fame; credit; good name," (Webster) This particu=
lar akin to last.
2., Honor, in this verse, may be used in the sense of paying the 7
elders "that labor in word and the doctrine." (1 Tim, 5:18)%[- 2;7/0
D. Receive not an accusation against the elders-1 Tim. 5:19. ! D, 523
1. One ought not to bellieve or investigate a report on an elder
unless such report is supported by two or three witnesses-1 Tim,
5119,
2, If an elder sins and will not repent hd ought to be phblically
rebuked just like anyone else-l Tim. 5:20,

B, Imitate™the falth-of-tho—elders=Hobs—184lpmm
Lo Blders—are<to-be eXampIeT tO the [LoCKk=l Pebe Hide—
2 Pha Tlock s pe=rollow (Imitate AS) the exaumple—of-the-elders—as
—t & = - - W — o o o 2 WS VY ::_p"éwtb ‘-s G5

F. Obey the elders~Heb. 13:17.
1, Obey means (1) "To be obedient to; execute the commands of; also,
to execute as an order.
(2) "To be ruled or controiled by". (Webster)
2, To have elders and not obey them is to make puppets of the elders
and a mockery of God's order, ;
G. Submit to the elders=-Heb, 13:17,
1., Submit means "To Beave or commit to the discretion or judgment
of another or others. To yleld, resign, or surrender to power,
authority. To be submissive." (Webster)
2, One might obey the elders and yet not submit to them, Just as
a child may obey his parents, yet not submit to them. (Such would
be true if one did a thing with a grumbling attitude.)
3, Whatever the elders decide is best for the congregation, as long
as it is scriptural, we must obey and submlt,

Conclusion.

To reject the rule of the elders, that rule well, is to reject God's
rule. (L Sam, 8:1-7-=In rejecting Samuel the people rejected God because
Samuel was God's chosen rule,) In accepting the rule of the elders we
accept God, May God @lod help each os us to do this.






QUALIFICATIONS OF ELDERS Qiﬂi
1 Tim. 3:1-7; Tit. 1:5-9 *}39/ 9
Introduction. «f}ab
Every organization must have leadership. The success of any organ-
lzation will depend upon its leadership. The Lord's church is no ex-
ception. God has chosen or placed elders in his church as rulers.
Acts 14:25; Phil, L:l. These elders are to be made such by the Holy
Spirit. Acts 20:28. God has plainly revealed in his book, by Spirit
filled men, who he wants to serve as elders, 1 Tim, 3:1-7; Tit. 1:5-9.

Our purpose then isn discussing the qualifications of Holy Spirit
sppointed elders is twofold, namely:(l) To make thepresent elders more
conscious of their responsibilities. (2) To ,encourage young men to de-
s§ire and prepare to be an elder of the Lord's church.

Discussion,

&+ NEGATIVE QUALIFICATIONS.
A. Not given to wine-l1l Tim, 3:3; Tit, 1l:7, Elders must refrain from any
use of it, lest they cause a weaker to stumble,
B. No striker-l Tim, 333; Tit., l:7=Ungoverned in temper, ready to re-
: sant insult or wrong, real or 1maginary. Thayer=-
"a pugnacious, contentious, quarrelsome person."
C. Not greedy of filthy lucre=-1 Tim, 3:3; not given to filthy lucre-
Tit. 1:7. Thayery~a lder m ot be er for
Wade gain."ﬂ“” "n ,J,EA,./JerEW w““d”&%
D, Not a brawler-1l Tim. 3:3=(Not“conten ug“dé One who uarrels or
fights nosiely; always disturbing, fussing, dis=-
puting.

A l. Admonished to contend for the faith=Jude 3,

2. The contentiousness condemned here is "that
of a person who contends with reference to his
own likes and dislikes where no principle of
truth or righteousness is i~volved." (L. Thomas)

E. Not covetous=-1 Tim. 3:3«Inordinately desirous of something belonging
to another person; lover of money. (Some elders
are so covetous they can't stand to use the Lord's
but want to save it for a rainy day.)

F, Not self-willed-Tit, l:7-Determined to have his own way; governed
by one's own will; not ydelding to wishes of ot-
hers,

l. It was this spirit that brought about the a-
postasy.
. 2, Compare Diotrephesddn 9,10,

G. Not socon angry-Tit. 1l:7=Not easily disturbed or bothered; not resemnt
ful of every little thing., Compare James 1:19,

H. Not a novice~l Tim. 3:6=-0One newly reneived into the church; newly
converted; a beginner. (The reason one is not to
be a novice "lest he be lifted up with pride."

1 Tim, 516;)
POSITIVE QUALIFICATIONS.
A, Must desire the office of a bishop=1l Tim, 3 15
1. Desire means "to reach or stretch out."
2, Why there must be the desire?
B. Blameslss-1l Tim, 3:2; Tit. 1l:7-(Without reproach AS)
1, Some think the word means "sinless"; "faultless".
2, He 1s not blamed or charged with any misdealing by his fellow-
man.,
3., Free from blame or fault. Life of such a nature that nobody can
bring charge against him and prove it. 1 Sam., 12:1-5,






Co

D.
E.

F.
G

/, ,
it

H.

1,

Je

R

7

2 /%// /li 25
Husband of one wife=1 Tim., 3:2; Tit. 1:6. quijéﬂl, o

1. Some say this means if one 1s married he must have just one wife.
S. Bro. McGarvey said, "That he should have one wife, forblds having
less than one as clearly as 1t forbids having more than one. If
it be said that a man owns but one farm, it is just as clearly
implied that he owns one as that he owns no more than one." (The
Eldership, p. 56, J.W. McGarvey) , P
3, A man whose wife is dead and he 1is married again is the husband
of one wife-Rom, 7:2,3.
4, It would never be wise to put a man into the eldership that 1s
divorced and married again, even though he has a scriptural cause,
Vigilant~l Tim. 3:2. Alertly watchful as one keeping vigll; alert.
Ever one guard against evils that might come among the flock.
Acts 20:31.,
Sober-1 Tim. 3:2; Tit. 118, (Prudent) Serious or subdued in mood, ex-
pression, appearance. Not affected by passion, exclten

en |
or prejudice; well balanced; clearn thinker.)u?‘:@wn) a‘j{%ﬁé%l
Of Good behavior=l Tim, 3:2. Mode of conducting one's self; deport- J
ment. Paul's behavior with the Ihessalonians., 1 Thess. 2:10
Giv§2$to hespitality-1 Tim, 3:2; lover of hospitality-Tit, 1:8. Hos-
pitable treatment, reception, disposition to receive and
treat guests generously and kindly. 1 Pet, 4:9.
Apt to teach-1 Tim. %:2, To make to know how; show how; imparting
of information so that others may learn. (Apt, able, fit,
sutiable.)
Patient=1 Tim. 3:3 (Gentle AS)=-Bearfng or enduring pains, trials or
the 1like without complaint; kind; conslderate.
Reules well his own house-l Tim. 3:4.
1. The husband is the head of the house=Eph. 523,
2, Joshua could speak for his house~-Josh, 24:15,
3. A man that is ruled by his wife and has to hear her before he
can make up his mind should not be appointed to the eldership.
Having-his children in subjection=-l Tim, 3:4. Must be under his
control and pespectful toward him; obey his commands .
Beliaving (Faithful) children-ﬁit. 1:6. Arguments that Oniﬁ?i}ld !/
qualifies him: Gz.iv cpa All-P » )i ,4},“4;,, o el loer) et ecurle] =
1. Construction of the ?éntence. ol z
o, The widow's children to show piety at home-1 Tim. 5:4.
%. Children obey your parents in the Lord-Eph. 81l
4, Sarah gave suck to children, yet never had but one child-Gen. 21:7,
5. +nvitation to come to the school house.
Good report of them without-1 Tim. 3:7, So live that he has the respect
and honor of the members of the church as well as those on the out-
side.
Lover of good men=Tit, 1:8 (lover of good AS)=Respects and honors
good men and has a large heart, full of sympathy and generosity.
Just-Tit. 1:8-Righteous, especially beofe God, Has to do with his
dealings with his fellow man. lpies to perform all his duties right
and give justice to all,
Holy-Tit., 1:8-Pur heart; right attitudes; upright. Has to do with
his standing before God,
Temperate-Lit. 1l:8-Moderate; not excessive; moderate in the indul-
gonces of appetites or passions; self=-controlled. Greek-Having power
over one's self, abstaining from wine, curbing one's desires or im-
pulses.
Holding fast the faithful word=Tit. 1:9. Not add to or take from,

Jsonclusione,
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Conslusion.

The mos{ honorable and highest office ‘one can hold is to be an elder
in the Lord s church. To be a Holy Spirit appointed elder one mus't meet
the qualifications specified., Some have been appointed elders by men that
were not appointed by the Holy Spirit. A man that is appointed an elder
and then recognizes he 1s not qualified should do one of two things:

(1) Get busy and do what he needs to do to qualify; (2) And if he is not
willing to do thls resign from the office. ' :
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GOD_USES BUSY PEOPLE

1 Kings 20435~ 43

Y roduct ion.
{ Read or quote 1 Kings 20:35-43.
<e Define busy:
a. "Engaged in some occupation or work; not idle or at leisure."
b, "Full of business, activity, etc.
¢, Example: Bro. Paul Coffman's report of activites at New York and the World Fair
(1) Busy world in which we live.
(2) In fact one of most common statements is "I Just don't have enough time."
3, In view of all this we desire to consider two points with you: (1) God wants busy
people; (2) Some busy people That do not please Gode

Discussions i
T. GOD WANTS BUSY PEOPLE, FACT PROVEN BY TWO MAIN POINTS.
A. By God's warning and condennation of idleness, slothfulness, and sluggard.
1. Idlenesss '
a. An idle soul suffers hungers Prove 19:15.
b. A worthy woman eateth not the bread of idleness. Prov. B2
¢. Through idleness the house droppeth through. Eccle. 10:18.
d, He that will not work does not eat. 2 Thesse. 3:lle
© @ L Tdme 530113 ' :
2, Slothfulness. Prove. 19:243 21:25; 21,330=3L; Mt 25:26; Rome 12:11; Heba. 6:12
3, Sluggard. Prove 6:6; 26:16.
B, By the fact that God has always chosen busy people to do his works
1, Moses was tusy tending his father in law's flock when God called him to deliver
Tsrael from Egypbe. Exe 3:1ff,
2, Gideon was helping his father thresh wheat in Ophrah when an angel of the
Tord called him to deliver Israel from the Midianites. Judges 6.
3, David "keepeth the sheep" (1 Same 16:11) when Samuel anointed him king of
Israel to replace Saul,
L, Saul of Tarsus was busy persecuting the church when the L ord appeared to him
on the road to Damascus. Acts 9
C. Tt's easy to see then that God uses busy people and is pleased with buby people
bub ;
1T. THERE ARE SOME BUSY PEOPLE THAT DO NOT PLEASE GOD.
A. God is not pleased with husybodies, speaking things which they ought not." 1
Time 5:133 2 Thess. 3:11; 1 Pet. 4:15. ' ‘
B. God is not pleased with people that are too busy. 1 Kgs. 20:40. (Give the back-
ground. ) ‘ ’ i
1. Too busy to study his word. 2 Tim, 2:15; 1 Pebo 2:1,2.
a. Jesus warned that the throns would choke the word out of many lives, Mte
13322o
b. Some of you come to Bible Study having never looked at your Bible lessonse
Why? TOO BUSY! ' ' ’
2. Too busy to engage in the Lord's work. Eph. 2:10; 1 Cor. 15:58; 2 Cors 9:8;
Jase 1:25,
a. Jesus warned against letting our hearts become overcharged with the things
of this life, Lke 2L33ke ‘
b. Jesus tells us to pubt his kingdom first., Mbe 6:33.
3, Too busy to enjoy being a Christisne Phil. 4ihe If you are not happy in the
Lord it may be because you have never really given yourself to the Lord. Eccle.
123130

~vaclus ione

God wants us to be busy. God can use busy people. But let us be careful that we are
busy in an acceptable way before the Lord.



) S ‘ = g =
? = ]
§ s
¥
3
> :
SR :
2 e SR =t
« & . s b My s
pros e L : - . Y
s = B . ¢ o g ﬁ
4 : L) 4 g 3 . e
o - "7 L
D 1 L4 4%
L B -t
¥ w ] F G
s e el S B O ; > 27 4
. o @ d Bl 7 Ty NG -Gl
. - . o -y i
’ bt . o O
. ‘ -3 3
: o it
: 3 -~ 7 +
s g - b
} - »
3 Z
3 < - e .
2 p N ,
x - b = <
P
2 2 e
- & < - . . ar £ .
- o 3 B b’
. 2 4 . .
e o K ¢
- ‘ 2 k . ¢ »
< 5 - . # © :
.- owr . ¢ e A i R
« S R . e / b 2]
- = o B r v
- Ld ¢ P, -
o~ i ® i H JF ek * G o)
<l ke e : s - & ¥ - B
« . v , = \ “ . Ci
" - * 5 e ) g
e “e - - - - 1
3 o -5
B & - C y = - « . ¥
{ 2 =% G 3 .
i ~ 3 {
. : ~/ s i : o - =
4 A (o B A
) b Al ? < § a - &
: : : i &
5 ]
+ - 3




234
"WHAT IS THAT IN THINE HAND?'" or "WITHIN THINE OWN POWER,"

Ex. 4: 1, 2; Acts 5: 1-4

INTRODUCTION.

1. Three questions to be considered from our texts.
a. '"What Is That In Thine Hand?"

b. 'Was It Not Thine Own?"
c. '"Was It Not In Thine Own Power?"

2. Some things are yours and mine by virtue of the facts we paid for them. We have
a right to claim them. Other things are not ours, in one sense, but are our in
the sense they are within our power. I Kgs. 22: 3, Obadiah 17.

3. There are many things over which we have no control--tornadoes, earthquakes,
famines, etc.--but we do have control over many things--within our power, in
our hand.

4, 1In this study I hope to impress each of us with three great truths.

a. We all have something in our hand

b. God expects us all to use what we have in our hand.

c. It's amazing what will happen when we use what we have in our hand in God's
service.

DISCUSSION,
T. What others had in their hand and how it was used.
A. Moses had a rod in his hand. Ex. 4: 1, 2.
1. Give background of the statement. Ex. 3.
2. When that rod was turned over to God it became '"the rod of God in his hand."
Ex. 4: 20.
a. It became a serpent before Pharoah. Ex. 7: 9, 10.
b. It turned water to blood.  Ex. 7: 2
¢c. It filled the land with frogs. Ex. 8: 5, 6.
d. It turned dust to lice. Ex. 8: 17.
e. It filled the land with locast. Ex. 10: 13.
f. Tt brought water out of a rock at Rephidim. Ex. 17: 1-6.
g. It became power in Israel's battle against Amaleh. Ex. 17: 8-12,
(You may not have the power to hold the rod, but you have the same
power as Aaron and Hur. Support the battle!l)
B. Samson had the jawbone of an ass in his hand, but he slew a 1,000 Philistines.
Jud. 15: 14-18.
1. Give background., Jud. 14, 15.
2. "The Spirit of the Lord came mightly upon him". . . "Thou has given this
great deliverance into the hand of thy servant." Jud. 15: 14, 18.
C. David had a staff, five smooth stones and a sling in his hand. I Sam. 17: 40.
1. The army of Israel was defied by Goliath of the Philistine. I Sam. 17: 1-11.
2. David went down to visit his brothers in battle, heard the challenge and
¢ aeccepted.it., T Sam. 17: 12-37,
3. With a staff and sling in his bag, and faith in the name of Jehovah, I Sam.
17: 45,
D. The small boy had five barley loaves and two small fishes. Jn. 6: 1=-14,
1. When given to the Lord it fed 5,000 men, with 12 baskets left over.
2. The immediate reaction was to convince men he was the prophet to come.
Jn. 6: l4.
E. Dorcas had only a needle in her hand, but she sewed her name into immortality.
Acts 9: 36-42.
1T, There are many things within our power, but do we use them?
A. Paul said, "For all things are yours
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WITTHIN THINE OWN POWERM
Aets 5:l=b6=- .

Introduction.
1., "For all things are yours," 1 Cor. 3:2L.

a. Though "the earth is the Lord's and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that
dwell therein" (Psa. 2),:1) yet God has placed so much within our powers )

b. Dominion over his creation. Gen. 1:28; Psa, 816, '

¢, We are rich, No wonder Paul exclaimed, Phil. 4:13,19.

2, "Ramoth is ours and we take it not." 1 Kgse 22:3.

a. Ramoth could stand for many things that are ours today, but we stand still and
take it not. )

b. In the long ago God said nand the house of Jacob shall possess their possessions."
Obadiah 17, (There are so many possessions, things under our control, that we do
not possesss) ‘ ‘

¢. The Lord has given us So many things that we do not possess or conbrole
(1) The Lord has given us power (Jn. 1:12) but we are not always powerful,

(2) We have "all that pertains unto 1ife and godliness" (2 Pets 1:3) but we do
not always live godly lives. ‘ : : -

(3) We have freedom, but we are not always free, Gale 5:1,13.

(4) Man has been offered peace (Isa. 26:3; Phil. L:7) but he is not always ‘at rest.
Isa. 57:19-21. 3 : :

(5) Salvation has been brought to all (Titus 2:11) but all have not been brought to
salvation. r 3

(6) Christ is at the door (Reve 3:20,21) but man often bars the deor (Jn. 1:11,12).

~ (7) Man can "have all things" thought he has nothing. 2 Core 6:10.
3, Consider with me some other Ramoths that are within our power.

Discussion. ' '
T. OUR CHILDREN ARE WITHIN OUR POWER. Gen. 4:l; Psa. 127:3.
A. Our children are within our power to direct and train as we choose. Psae 127 shis X
Sam, 3:13; Prove 22:6; Eph. 6343 1 Tim. 5:8, : )
B, Tpere are several questions in the 0ld Testament asked by parents that we need to
ask todays
1,-Manoah, father of Samson, asked before his birth "teach us what we shall do unto
the child thet shall be born." Judges 13:8, ° ik
2, Again Manoah asked "How shall we order the child?" Judges 13412,
3. Kish, father of Saul saked "What shall I do for my'son?"fl Sam. 10:2,
L. David asked "Is the young man Absalom safe?" 2 Sai, 18:29
-, a, Is the young man safe in the environment in which he is?
b, Is he safe in the habits he is forming?
c. Is he safe in the language he hears?
d, Is he safe in the training he is receiving?
e, Is he safé in the attention he is getting? '
C. The heart of education is the education of the heart and the heart of a child needs
to be educated, Gen. 18:19; Deut. 32:46,47; Psa. 78:2=To
1TQ OUR TALENTS ARE WITHIN OUR POJER.
X. No men is empty-handed, but has something committed to his trust. Mbe 25:14=303
1 Tim, 6:20; 2 Time l:lh.
1, Don't measure yourself by what you have accomplished, but what you should have
accomplished with your ability.
2, Tt isn't how long you live, but how you live with the talents in your powerse
B. Open your hand and give what God has given you "For if there be first a willing
mind. . o" 2 core 8:12
C. If you aren't satisfied with your lot in life, why not build a service station on
ite
TTT, OUR BODY IS WITHIN OUR POWER.
A. In a sense our body is not our own. 1 Cor, 6:19.
B. But it is within our power to use. 1 Cor. 6:20.
C. God leaves our bodies to cur oversight and choosing, bub pleads with us to use it
right. Rom. 6:12,13




IV. OUR MONEY IS WITHIN OUR POWER. 2 Cor. 8:12,
Ao How many times have you heard the expression "My money is mine; I will do with it
as I please; no one can tell me how to psend it." God will hold one accountable
for the way one spends his money, y
B, We often say "He owns a lot of money! but is more often true that "a lot of money
owns him," y e !
Co There are some questions that I would like for you to consider about your money :
le. Instead of asking "What belongs to me?" why not ask "To what do I belong?n
2e What does your money do for you? ;
3e What does your money do with you?
ke What does your money do to you?
5¢ Does it make a miser or a minister out of you?
6o Does God gain a partner, or does man lose a soul?
7e Does it draw you to good, or drive you to greed? :
8+ Does it make you win more for Christ, or sin more against Christ?
9. Does it make for cheaper giving, or for deeper living?
10, Does it make you more selfish, or more serviceable?
V. OUR INFLUENCE IS WITHIN OUR_POWER, ”
As No man is born without influence,
Bs No man can shake off his influence,
Co No man can confine his influence,
1. Rom, 14:7, '

2. "The lightest breeze that ever blew We cannot live our lived alone,
Some slender grass has wavered ; For other lives we touch
The smallest life I ever knew Are either strengthened by our own
Some other life has flavored, ' or weakened just as much,"

De No man can confine his influence to himself, nor to the immediate spot of his action,

Erie, and eventually to the Gulf of St. Lawrence, many miles away, The raindrops
that fall on the south side of that courthouse make their way to the Mississippi
River, and eventually into the Gulf of Mexico.As the destiny of a little rain-
drop, for fifteen hundred miles is determined by a puff of wind, just so the

. breezes of our lives often determine the destiny of other people,"

E, No man can bury his influence with him, "Abel being dead, yet speaketh," Heb, 11:/,

Ive QUR SOUL IS WITHENN OUR_POWER. Ik, 21:19; Acts 2:40; Gal. 6:5; Phil, 2:12,

A. Man must believe, dJn. 8:2l; Heb, 11:6; Jn, 20:30,31,

be Man must repent. Ik, 13:3,5; Acts 2:38; 17:30,

Co Man must éonfess, Rome 10:10, e

D, Man must be baptized for the remission os his sins, Acts 2:38;.1 Pet, 3:21,



THE PROBLEM OF STRONG DRINK | . &3')
Gal. 5:19-21; Prove. 20:1; 23:29-32 g "

Inbroduction. ; ) - ;

1. There are three things I hate--I hate sin, I hate the devil, and I hate liquor. The
drunkard cannot enter the kingdom of heaven, therefore I hate that which makes him a
drinkard, Too long have we listened to the pious expression heard from many quarters,
which says "Let the preacher stick to his Bible and leave the liquor question to lay=
men and politicians,™ But with the use of a concordance one will soon see that there
are 162 references to liquor, more than on the subjects of lying, stealing, swearing,

o8k ; s 3

2. Beloved, I declare unto you that beverage alcohol is the number one public enemy of the
United States of America.

a. The public enemy of your body, your mind, and your soul. '
be Public Eneny No. I because it ranks third killer in" the U.S., immediately behind
Heart Diseas and Cancers ‘ , '
c.' Liquor agents and beer barons want us to call alcoholism a disease, not a vice. Be-
fore repeal we had drunkards, now we have alcoholics., Before repeal we had a vice,
now a man is sick or has a disease, But if it is a disease it is the only one
that we advertise through the different mediums.” . '

3. During this series of studies we purpose to give you (1) some facts about the liquor
problem; (2) what the Bible teaches about liquor; (3) observance of the lies told and
arguments made by those who peddle it; (4) what you can do about it.

Discussione
I. SOME FACTS ABOUT THE LIQUOR PROBLEM
A. It is a problem, ,

1. "Drunkedness and other evil effects of alcohol constitute one of the gravest
social problems in America today. "Day by day the toll of lost usefulness and lost
lives increases." (Wade Ruby) y :

2, Dr. Albert Schweitzer said, "Drink is commerically our greatest wastrel, Socially
it is our greatest criminal, morally and religiously it is our greatest enemy."

3 Dre Robert Millikan, Nobel prize winner, former professor of physics at the Uni-
versity of Chicago and now at the California Institute of Technology, designed
and supervised construction of the giant 200 inch telescope mounted on pount
Pal , said "You wish to indict the American people? They spend $9 lion

- (411 $illion now) a year on alcohol--twice as much as they spend on all education.
When every drop of liquor should be poured down the drain,"

L+ Dr. Menninger, one of the nation's foremost pgyshiatrists and considered the
tnumber one authority on mental health, spoke a few months ago before the Ala-
bama -State Legislature on mental health and said "the nunber one mental health
problem of the United States is alcoholisme™ ’

5. It was a problem in Bible timesand brought much suffering and disgrace.

. Noah, a man of distinction, is the first picture of drunkedness in the Bible.
He is naked and later curses his son. Gen. 9:20~26. |,
be Drunkedness resulted in a father committing incest with his own daughters.
Gen. 19:30-38. N
c. Isaac was drinking wine when he blessed Jacob. Gene 27:25.
de Nabal, a rich but churlish man who opposed David, died at the end of a drunken
spree. 1 Sam. 25:23,36=38, ' :
e. Ammon, while in a drunken brawl, was murdered by his brother Absolom. 2 Saim.
13328,290 : i
f. Blah, king of Israel, was drinking himself drunk in his own home when Zimri
slew him., 1 Kgs. 16:8,9 '
ge While Behéfed, king of Syria, and his captains were drinking themselves drunk
a few Israelites put thme to flight. 1 Kgs. 20:13-21. i
h., Drink wrecks homes and separates men and women as it did in the case of Ahas-
uerus and Vashti, Esther 1 ¥ :




i. Belshazzar exhibited as an. example of a leader who drank and taught his people
to drink. Dane 5:1. What about America's leaders?
B. It is a growing problem,

1, In 1954 there were 50,000 drinkers in the U.S.; in 1960 there were 70 ,0094000:
by 1965 the liquor mdu stry anticipates 95,000,000 will be using their products.

2, ‘The amount coneumed shows how it is growing. Russ1a led usin putting a man into-
orbit first, but the truth is we lead Russia in one field at least, and that is
the consumption of alcoholic beverages, U.S. ranks sixth in the world while
"Bussia ranks 20th, In Tennessee the Per Caplita Consumption of whiskey, beer and

wine for adults is 12,49 gal. while the national average is 17.27 gal.
“Co It is a health problem.

1. As stated earlier alcoholism is our nation's third ranking health problem, 1mmed—
jately behind heart disease and cancer,

2. There are 11 million alcoholics and problem drinkers in this country, 70,000 in
Tennesseeo Andrew Ivy, head of the department of clinical sciences at the Uni-
versity of Illinois, says "that in the United States we are-producing 50 alceholics per
hour, 1,200 alcoholics per day, 450,000 new alcoholics per year." 99% of t,hese will
have become alcoholics on legalized, bonafide, auvthorized whiskey.

a. There are mix times as many alcoholics as cancer.
b. There are 11 times as many alcoholics as there are active cases of tuberculosis.
ce. There are 155 times as many alcoholics as were hit by polio last year,
d. One out of every five or six that drink will become an adict or alcoholic,
(1) Would you serve coffee to people in your home if you knew that 1 out of 6
would become sick.
(2) Would you keep a dog that bit 1 out of 6 of your friends?

3. 12,000 die each year from acute alcoholism, not to mention those who die J.ndlrectly
from it: heart disease, exposure, clrrhos:l.s, ete.

he The average life span of men and women in this country is 70 years but the avera.ge
life span of an alcoholic is 51 years.

De It is an economic problem, i

1. Americans are spending more than $11 billion for liquor,  beer and wine each year,
Enough to build a new million and quarter dollar school building every hour and
pay each public school teacher in the U.S. an $8,000 a year salary.

2 The television budget to advertise beer, wine, and ale, in 1963 was $106,252,145,00,

3. Upton Sinclair, in his book The Cup of Fury, p. 153, states "The Alcohola.c worker
is absent from his job on an average of twenty-five days a year; that while on the
job, his accidn-t rate is double that of normal employees. Current estimates are
that alfoholic workers and employers with 'haendovers! cost industry one billion
dollar$ a year in money and 400,000,000 manShours of time, Every day of the week,
some 175,000 men and women are absent from work because of what they drink the
night before," W

L. Those that are for legalizing liquorjargue that it will be sold anyway, so why
not legalize its sale and take in all the revenue,

a, J. Edgar HOOver said that the total bills for crime in 1960 were &522 billion;
60% of crime is related to the use of alcohol.
(1) Alcohol's part of the crime bill was $13 billion. Do you know what reven—
ue we got from it?
(2) Municipalities, county, states and federal combined r8ceived $hbn_llion from
liduor, wine and beer combined.
(3) In other words, for every one dollar of revenue recelved we spentﬁSB 25 to
get it, .
be In a recent year Massachusett, which has legalized l:x.quor, received $13 billion
in liquor taxes, but it cost them $61 billion to pay for <liquor caused crime,
hospital, and medical care of alcoholics. Does it make sense to pay $4s 70
for the privilege of collecting $1.00 in ‘taxes?
ce Atlanta, Georgia, where the sale of liguor is legalized recently discovered
the startling facts, ° They received $2,352,217.77 from alcoholics beverages,
fines from arrests, etc, but the total net loss to the city occasioned by
the use of alcoholic beverages was $15,127,559.38. "For every dollar receiv-
ed in any form as the result of the use of alcoholic beverages the cost to
the city of Atlanta was $6443.




E. Tt presents a traffic problem. ;237 éfﬁt
1. 50 to 60% of all deaths on the highway involve alcohol.
2. 40,000 people died on our highways last and drinking drivers killed more than
20,000 of them.
3, Most of the automobile accidents are not cuased by drunkards but by the man with
one or two drinkse.

Conclusione

nT want to close by reading you a letter, a letter which a lady wrote to t he editor
of a temperance magazine.  She said, 'Your May cover interested me very much=——one beer,
wnsafe for 30 minttes; two beers, unsafe for 2 hours; three beers, unsafe for L hours. Bub
let me tell you,! she said 'what fours beers did, Tt reduced my physically perfect seven=—
teen year old son to a mass of skin and broken bones with a brain injury. We do not
know how serious it is because he has not yet regained consciousness., For thirty-—seven
days he has lain there between life and death, recognizing no one.' Said she, 'I drew the
temperance pictures which were used on signsboards and highways over the state-=1Liquor
destorys men, homes and nations. My son helped me to draw them; he sa¢leverytemperance
poster T drew. He knew the scoree . Jbut it didn't keep him safe. Beer destroyed
him, Four beers in a man speeding down the highway. Oh, yes, the man stopped; he took
a look at what he ahd done and then fhe ran. The police set up road blocks and caught
him, He confessed to four beers and speeding, Bubt does that undo the injuries to may
son? The man said he was a Christian, Since when do Christians do such things as that?
What will I tell my son, what will be his reaction to a broken body, and possibly a
broken mind? How will he face the years of “hospitalization? How would you face it if
you were told that you couldntt use either arm and just one leg? A11 this for just
four beers} The brewing companies profit off those four beers is p;ﬂifully small. They
must be hard up to seell a posion that will destory lives for the sake of a few pennies,
They are modern Judases, They trade a life for a few pieces of silver. Will they help
those concernme with the problems they have caused? Will they helpthe financial burden?
Will they even say they are sorry? Nol After they get the money for the product they

are through. Their inberest ends there and they care not the the wrecked lives they
have caused."
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"LITTLE PEOPLEM
Num. 32 31-7-""

Introductlon.
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The lesson this morning is entltled "little People" and the lesson tongght will be
"Little Bitey People." If we don't get down to your caliber this morning, we
will tonight. :

Before we begin this study let me say there is no trouble in the church and I have
no personal ax to grind with anyone. These are needed lessons to stir us all
from our apathy and indifference,

By little people I do not mean those that are little in physical atature, but
gpiritual midgets." (People that are m;dgets in our sight today, may be giants
tomorrow. )

The. Bible emphasizes the importance of being mature and not chlldren or "little
people."

a. "Be ye.therefore perfect. « " Mbe 5:48,

be "Be not children in understanding . . " 1 Core. 14:20,

¢e ""That we henceforth be no more children « . " Ephe 4:1L4.

de "tat we may present every man perfect. . " Cole 1:28; 4:12,

e "Let us go on unto perfection o « " Heb, 6:1, ’

Most of the problems in the church are caused by little people, spiritually im=
mature, Little people may be divided into three catagories. :

Discussione

SPIRITUAL HITCHHIKERS.

A. A hitchhiker is a person that desires to get somewhere without paying the fare,
(Broe. Hall tells about the young man that he gave a ride one time when he was
traveling from Oklahoma to Henderson. He didn't intend to pay the fare,)
1le Spiritual hitchhikers want the church to get to heaven and they want to

go along but don't want to pay the fare,

2. Spiritual hitchhikers are thaose that are for the budget and want the church
to succeed but don't want to pay the fare.

Be. A hitchhliker is one that wants to go along without assuming any responsibility.,
1, When you pick up a hitchhiker you assume all the responsibility. He is in-

sured for all that you are worth and he assumes no responsibility.

2, The Bible teaches responsibility. 2 Tim, 2215; 1 Pets 3115,

a. Today all one needs to know is the preacher's phone number,
be And we criticize the Catholics for doing just what the priest says.

3. The Bible teaches there comes a time when we must assume responsibility of
teaching, Heb, 5:12-1). You are little people if you have been in the
church a number of years and still need to be spoon-=fed.,

SPIRITUAL DRAFTDODGERS.

A. A draft dodger is one that wants protection of courtry but doesn't want to do
his part.

Be. Spiritual draft-dodgers mentioned in the 0ld Testament,

1. Gad and Reuben were spiritual draft doggers. Num, 32:1-7,

a. Wanted their brethren to go to war while they "sit here."
be You can't do nothingl You discourage those that are doing something,

2. In the midst of praise to God Deborah cursed Meroz "because they came not to
the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against the mlghty." Judges
5223,

3¢ The Lord needs help today against the forces of evil without any draft-
dodgers. -, f several get together to o on a picnic and family does

’d%tey 478 cg

not pay nsidered "social bums," How much so should it be in
the church?

SPIRITUAL PARASITES.

Ae A parasite is a little insect that lives on another. Webster says it is per-
fectly legitimate to refer to some people as parasites, "One who lives on a=
nother without making any useful returns.,"

Bo Many parasites in the church today,




1. Some believe that visiting means visiting me when I am sick, (Get mad if
preacher, elders, etc. don't dome,)
2. Some members of the church idea of benevolent work is helping me, One teacher
told the story of the certain sunaritan, 2a¢ caen asked "What, does this teach?
One little boy said "It means that when I need hlep someone helps me?"
3. Some v#fat others to wait upon them all the time, but they are doing no waiting.
Le "Members of the church who complain the most do the least., Crumblers never
work and workers never grumble,! ' .
IV. HOW CAN ONE TELL HE IS GROWING?  HOW CAN ONE TELL HE IS NO LONGER LITTLE PEQPIE?
A. How can you tell your children are growing?
B «One can tell he is growing by what he is putting off and what he is putting on.
1. Put off filthy speech and habits and put on that which is worthwhile,
Eph," 4:22ff; 1 Pet, 2:1,2, ' .
2¢ Put off lukewarmness and indifference and put on zeal and repentance, Rewv,
3:14=22,
3e Put off cowardice and put on courage. Rev, 21:8; Jn. 12:42,43,
Le Put off inactivity and put on activity., Eph. 2:10; Titus 2:1l.

Conclusion, ) ) o S o ,
1. Are you little people? Are you a spirituval hitchhiker, draft-dodger, parasite/
2. Whatever your need is, why not accept Christ now? ,



WL, ITTLE BTEEY PEOPLE! 229

Mb. 23:13,14

Introduction.

T, In our study this morning we talked aboubt little people--spiritual hitchhikers,
draft-dodgers end parasites. All these are people who hinder the church passively
a. They would not openly deny the faith.
be They would not openly hurth the churche
ce But by their very inactivity they hurt and hinder the cause of Christ.

2, Now in our opinion the ones we are studying about tonight are little bitey people,
smaller than the ones this morning, because they are the ones that hurt the church
actively.

a. Discuss Mt. 23:13,1lh4.
b. Christians today keep people from entering the kingdom of God.

3. Let's consider:

Discussione
T. SOME LITTLE BITEY PEOPLE IN MINOR THINGS THAT HARM THE WORK AND WORSHIP OF THE CHURGCH
A. Those that are habitually late to the services of the church. Cf. Jer. 48:10.
B. Those that do not sing when we sing praise to God. God will not judge you on
your pitch and tune, but your spirit and understanding. Ephe 5:19; Col. 3:16.
C. Those that talk and write notes during the services of the church and disturb
others.
1, This building is not sacred, but this assembly is—=it is the church. Cf,
Mbo. 18:20,
2, Some write notes and talk during the invitation song.
TI. SOME LITTIE BITEY PEOPLE IN "MAJOR THINGS."
A, Tgose That sow seeds of discord to destory unity. Prove 6:16-19; 26:20,21; Rom,
16:17,18,
B, Those that bite and devour one another——="spiritual cannibalism." Gale 5:1h,154
1. You would throw up your hands in holy horrow if I were invite you over to
supper and say that I'm going to serve Bro, & Sis. .
2, Bub I can serve up their character and you would enjoy the feast.
Co. Pouting church members constitute little bitey people. Cf. 1 Kgs. 21.:1ff,
1, This .group is one of the smallest and gives the greatest trouble in the church,
2. They won't bell you what is wronge They won't talke
3, If I offend you, then come tell me. Read Mte, 18:15, As much as I talk T
am bound to offend sometime, Come tell me if you feel that I have mistreated
you and if I am wrong I will apologize., Jase 3:l.
D. Members of the church who have a low moral standard.
1. Dishonest members are little bitey people and hurt the cause of Christ, Roms
121170 7
2, Those whose speech is on a plain of people of the wor de Ephe 5343 Mt. 12:37.
3, Those who take their social drinks.£i-4?””ifzﬁg7“& fereev Qﬂ*~¢*m4ﬁ7a
Lo Vomen Who smeke flerzdtiz CAh pva cohor Lar )
E. Those who are actively engaged in discouraging the hearts of members of the church.
1. The ten spies discouraged the hearts of the children of Israel by what they
said, Num, 13,14; Deub. 1:28.
2. You are little biety people if you are always discouraging by saying "We can't
do it" or Mit!ll ruin the church" or "I don't like the way things are being
done, " Cf. Mke 9:23.

Conclusion,

1. Are you a little bitey person? Do you need to reinlist in the Lord's cause?
2. You can grow up with the Lord's help. Phile L:13,
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ENCOURACEMENTS TO ENDURE SUFFERINGS : 1o
Rome 8:18=30~=

\

_Igtroduction. 3
1. Jesus said, "In the world ye shall have tribulation « « o (Jne 16:33)s Paul said "...
we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God." (Acts 14:22), Job
said, "™Man thaet is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble. e But his
" flesh upon him shall have pain, and his soul within him shall mourne" (Jobe 14:1,22).

Almost every day each of of us sees the truthfulness of these statements, :

2, Tribulation, adversity, pain, suffering and mfsery are on every hand and some of it is
difficuld for people to understand. ;

a. "A little boy cries out, 'I prayed for my Mommy, but God didn't make her well] I
do not believe God is good} I do not even believe in Godl! h

be "A mother, torn by grief because her little girl has been run over by and aubtomo-
bile and killed, wails from the depths of her misery, "Why did it happen? I just
cannot understand why Cod let such a thing happen. How can God be good and then
allow this to happen. ’

¢. A husband referring to his wife in a hospital bed says to a friend, "My wife has
been a good woman all of her life, She has tried to live the Christian life as
best she could. But now she is suffering untold misery with this disease she has.
gince she has tried so hard to serve God, why is He letting her suffer this wp ?
This is a real strain on my faith. N : A i

de A woman, lying in her hospital bed with pain racking her wated body, cries out
within herself, 'Oh why has this happened to me? What have I done to deserve .,
such pain and misery? I may be dying, and T do not want to leave my familye Why,
oh why am I suffering so? Can God be good &f he allows me to die while my chil-
dren are so young? . = .

e A man whose business has been ruined by malicious slander, sits alone in his office,

 with his desk piled high with overdue bills which he cannot pay, saying to himself,

@ What have I done to deserve this? T tried to conduct all of my business affairs

4 4n the say God would have me to do it. Bub now these men have ruined me by ;
_slander, How could the Tord have let this happen to me? Have I been wrong in be-
lieving that God is kind and benevolent?

f. A woman whose body has a malignant growth lies in her bed waiting for the attendants
to take ther to the operating room. She is afraid, very much afraid. She says to
herself, 'I thought I had faith, buf now I find that I have so very little fiathe
T cannot seem to get hold of myself., Why can T not 1ift up my: eyes to God and
pray in real faith for strength and comfort? Something has been wrong in my ef=-
forts to live the Christian life, I have not prepared uyself for this in the way I
should have." ("Sun and Shield", Thomas Warren, pp. 9-=11).

3, All of the obove statements are oftne mage either outwardly or inwardly, Unless God
has given answers in his word they will remain unanswered, But God has given answers,
a, The Psalmist said "This is my comfort in my affliction: for thy.- word hath quicken-
eth me." Psa, 119:50, '
b Again he said. Psa. 8}f210,11. L
Lhe Let us consider then:

Discussion.
I. SOME CAUSES OF SUFFERING AMONG MANKTND,
A. People ask many questions about suffering.
1. Why do men suffer?
2, Do only the wicked suffer?
3. If righteous men suffer, then how can God be both infinitely good and infinite
powerfully?

L. What are the causes of suffering?
5. What part, if any, does Satan play in man's suffering?
6. Can Jesus Christ be counted on as a friend during suffering?
7. What is the right way to react to suffering?
8, Are there any benefits of suffering and ete?

”\> ﬁ,@/ﬂ// d’l/-a;zxﬂw //: -‘fy»d&-rtv/'*f«"“g /Z‘”"“e" . W = %




9. To understand the various sources of suffering will help to answer these ques—
tions, 5 T >

B. Causes of Sufferings.

L. Some suffering comes as a result of ignorance, Because some people do not under-
stand the basic rules of health, they may eat or drink or take some. medicine
- that brings sufferinge - : '
2. Some suffering comes as a result of accidents,
3. Some -suffering comes as a result of living in a world into which sin has come, (Disecase
- death, etes) KO, 57/ ~
Lo Some people suffer because of the sins of others, People on highways, innocent
children, babies, etc. suffer from sins of others, : e :
5« Some people suffer as a result of their own sins. / ﬂ_a,# ﬂ.’/,‘?#—‘
a. Saul, king of Israel suffered because of his 'sins,
be Jacob sufferéd because of his sins, '

Some suffering comes as a res
of men, (Joseaph 'is:a good example) :
7o Some suffering comes to -people because they follow Jesus, 2 Tim, 3:12.

8. Some suffering comes as a result of people being chastened by the Lord, Heb,12:
$512; 2 Cor, 12:7-10 .
9. Some suffering comes as a result of testing to which God subjects men, Abraham
» Gen, 22 .
10. Some people will suffer because thev reject God's gmacious offer of salvation
through Christ, Tit. 2:11; 2 Thess, 1:7=9, e ey
IT. SOME ENQOURAGEMENTS TO CHRISTTANS TO ENDURE SUFFERINGS. Romans 8:18-39, -
Ae The first encouragement is a consideration that our present éufferings are not to be
: ccmparzd with the glory that awaits us. - Rom, 8:17; 2 Core 4:17-5:1; 1 Pet, 136,73
2y L}312~1 °
Be The second encouragement‘isﬁhe@aékigtancetthsfHolyWSpinibwgiveﬁius;inxour:prayem&
o Godyines Raiﬁg,ns.gvggéggf;izsr for She good of those that love aim, Rom, £:28=30,
Co The third encouragement is that God's purpose and fore-ordination assures us that
all things must work togehter for the good of those that love him. Rom, 8:28-30,
D. The fourth ground is that all of God's love, power and goodness is pledged to the
- security and final triumph of his faithful and obedient children. Rom, - 8:31-39,

6.

Conclusion

* Suffering is a part of the life of every individual, but it can draw one closer to God
if one submits to God's will in all things. 2 Cor. 12:7-10,



AT
JESUS 15 THE FRIEND THE SUFFERER NEEDS
i Prove 17:173 18324~

3 Tntroduction.
/' , Every person needs a friend, even when things are going welle
o, Men need friends:
a. To plead their case when slandereds '
be To rebuke them when Wrong, to help geb back on the right tracke
c. To rejoice with them when all is welle.
d. To weep with them when they are in SOrTOWe
e, To praise them abt times because only the truly great can g0 on witheut abt least 2
1ittle praise.
£, To sbick with them through "thick and thin."
3, Jesus is the fyiend the sufferer needse. (Sing Song He_x_*g_——“‘u'lhat A Friend We have In
Jesus")

Discussione
T. JESUS Ts THE FRIEND THE SUFFERER NEEDS BECAUSE HE TRULY UNDERSTANDS WHAT THE SUFFERER
TS BNDURING. Hebe L2 1L~10e ._
Ao A person enjoying good health, even though full of good intentions, cannot really
sympabhize with the sick and suffering.
B, But with Jesus it is different because he knows and understands sufferinge
1, He knows what it is To be without & friend for his disciples forsook him in
the shadow of the crosse a4l 7 -3
2, He knows wha.t(f;t” }rs to b/e misunderst.ood for abt first his closest disciples mis-—
understoobes & s AR e
3, He knows “what it is to be rejected by onets familye TonWN 71’?/f""{/2 15153
l,, He knows what it is to be hungry, tempted, in SOTTOW, suffer mental and physieal
anguishe *
, 5, The L rd undepstands when men can only cry nTord, help me,"
' 1I. JESUS 15 iR FRIEND OF THE SUFFERER, THE ONE HE NEEDS , BRCAUSE HENOE CONLY UNDZRSTANDS
BUT HE WANTS TO TELpP AND WILL HELP.
A. The sufferer may cry oub "Does anyone care?"  "Does anyone want to help?t Jesus
cares! . '
B, Jesus desires to help and it is seen in many waySe
1. He became Ppoor that we might be prich, 2 CoTe 8:9
2, He wanted to help Jerusalemns Mbe 23237
3, He begs to belp us todaye Mbe 11228-30.
¢, desus will help those in need if they'll let hime
1, James said "Ye have not, because ye ask note" (Jase Lel) Godts riches are
apundanct e PHile 4319 (But too many of us are like Sam, the colored man)
ngun and Shield, Pe 3L, .
a, The Psalmist Teveals thab Godts will not withhold any good things from those
that walk uprightlye Psa. Sh:lle
b. Jesus urges us to ask for Godts blessings in full assurance we will receive
what is good for use. Mbe 7:7=1le
c. Paul reminds us that if God spared nob his Son "How shall he not with him
£1s0 freely give us a11 things." (Rome 8131,32.)
d. God will give nid children peace of mind: '
(1) In the valley of the shadow of deabhe Psae 23
(2) Under the most adverse circumstances. Phile L4:6,Te
{3) Wo men is in a position to say "othing happened when 1 prayed" because
God will not close nis ears bo his children's please 1 Pet. 3:10,11/ S
(a) "No, that is not what is best for youe "
(b) "Yes, 1 will give you that, bub 1s not best that you haveit now."
(3) "% will answer your prayer, pbut you have not asked for what is bes¥
for youe L will give you something else."

Conclusione We must trust him to do what is best even tLhough we may not always be able

to see nor understand. Job said: nThough he-S ay me, yet will 1 trust hime" Job 13:15e

fAn mﬂg/;gy/ﬂ
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THE HANDWRITING ON THE WALL QLQ‘B
Daniel 5:1ff ;

Tntroduction.

T

2e

elshazzar was a leader with great responsibility and great'power, but he was too
drunk to defend his nation when the end cames

The battle between the Greeks and Troy: raged for ten years and it seemed that the

Troys were prepared to hold it another ten years. But the Greeks, through use of

29

L

5.

the Trojan Horse, got into the city and slew the drunken inhabitants thereof.

Tn the Book "The Christian's Case For Abstinence", p. 55, reports this case. Liquor
helped to bring about the fall of Pearl Harbor, "Listen to the words of Captain
Mitsuo Fuchida, former Officer in the Hapanese Navy, who led the attack ‘on Pearl
Harbor: 'T think the American sailors do as the Hapanese sailors do on a Saturday
night-get drunk. The attack was planned to take advantage of that. In fact, on
Saturday and Saturday night before the attack, we aviators, listening in to the
Honelulu raedio, felt sure that there would be very much drinking among American
sear8nd soldiers . . o Among us Japanese naval officers we had had experince with
drink + o o But during days before and after Pearl Harbor the Japancse did give up
drink. We depended on the American navy's being caught wet. How wet our armed
forces were is witnessed bo by Hoyt McAfee, an eye witness to that tragic naval
disaster. Writing in Listen Magazine, he states 'I was shaken and disheartened
to observe drunken men trying to shake off hangovers and stumble to theirbattle
atations after the fury of the Japanegse attack,on EBearl Harbor," ‘

Tn thee%c tober 23, 196k, issue of the &%HM‘*M Jenkins, one of our gov-
ernmentfi§tates that he got into trouble morally because his brain was befuddled
by liquor) “

But God has given men plain warning in his word, if men wot%? only listey, R ’
sever criptures $rom,Na e'sagogical Biblg, ppp 1398-99. c 42/ 92° : ‘“‘ngabu
:f:ﬁég :ij : 2 *:42kak¢¢u¢22477 Zhe

Ly, i //_M [ // - . (% : 2/ 7

Discussione
I. WHAT WILL IT DO? PROV. 23:29-35, (Talk about all these symptoms ).

-A_.?All of these symptoms are familiar, but all may not know that Solomon's descrip-
tion is also acientifically accurate. A medical authority says "Under the in-
fluence of alcohol our animal tendencies, which are normally under the control
and restraint of the highest brain centers——those through which our will, our
self-control, our judgment, our reasoning, etc., are exerted--are depressed,
and there results a certain freedom from restraint, with consequent failure
of judgment, inability to appreciate or to weigh consequences of one's acts,
marked overconfidence in one's powers, both mental and physical, careless,
freer speech, and other evidence of profound intellectual depressions" ("Con~-
tending for the Faith", G.C. Brewer, p. 270)

B. The serpent and adder(viper) simile is also remarkably accurate from d8cientific
standpoint.

1. The serpent (Cobra of India, coral snake, cottonmouth moccasin) bite their
vietims --that is, they insert the fangs and macerate or chew the tissue as
the venom is being injected. Hence the expression "biteth like a serpent."
The venom of this class of snakes is predominately a podson of the nerve
tissue, and is, therefore scientifically classed as a neurotoxin,

2. The viper class (rattlesnakes) do not bite, but strike and drive their fangs
like the sting of a wasp, inject the venom and withdraw in a fraction of a
second, The venom is a podson of the blood and blood vessels, It is there-
fore classed as a hematoxin,

3, The serpents bi.e and the adders sting., Alcohol does both. The venom of the
serpent is a neuroboxin and that of the adder is hematoxin, Alcohol is both
At the last the drunkard is a mental or nervous wreck. Alchohol as a neuro-
toxin has ruined his nerves., Alcohol &s a hematoxin wrecks his whole body.

Lo Some medical authorities class sixty diseases as directly or indirectly
traceable to alcoholt)



Ce What will it do?

ls It will cause a father to commit immorality with his own daughters, Gen, 19,
" 2. David tried to cover up his sin with Bathsheba, by getting her huadband drunk,
3e Tt will cause a husband to want to display his wife's beauty before g group
of drunken men. ' ' ¢
POY e Tt will lea\df}to poverty. Prov, 23:21, :
5¢ Tt will menVfrom being concerned about God or the people, Amos 6:6, ;
bs It will cause men 's souls to be condemned to hell, 1 Cor, 6:10; Gal, 5:21,
IT. "WOE TO HIM THAT BUILDETH A TOWN WITH BLOOD, AND ESTABLISHETH A -CITY BY INIQUITY, "
Habe 2:12, , ol ' o : ’
A. Td our last study we observed that the ar
Va.lido ) . . ]
B. But suppose we received enough revenue to pave the streets of Jackson with godld,
le Do we want our town built with blood and iniquity? \ A
2+ Is it worth the souls of men that will be involved?
Ce In other words this is God!'s answer to the hellish bus
in, building up our institutions, etc, . -
III. "WOE UNTO HIM THAT GIVETH.HIS NETGHBOR DRINK . '« " Hab, 215,16
: A. "But people are going to drink it anyway, so why not make it legal so people
won't slip around," .
Be It is true that people are going to drink it, bt when I vote for ity, I cast my
approval upon their drinking it,
Ce On this argument we can legalize anythihg——-gambling,'prostitution, ete,
But do you think. this is the end of the matter? Far from it. I_ South Dakota
galbling and liquor are legalized. They now have a bill that the§ want to pass
to legalize prostitution, "There is no end to compromising with the devil n

gument made regarding the revenue was in-

iness of bringing revenue

Conclusion, * ) A i !
D200, i 2 , .

Those that would legalize this poison on the ground that they want to d rink it are
also described by an ancient prophet of God: They "have given a boy for a harlot, and "

sold a girl for wide, that they may drink." Jobg 3:3.



THE LORD THROUGH THE BIELE, HELPS THE SUFFERER 70 PROPERLY EVALUATE HIS SUFFERING
T 2 Core L, s 1.6~5 sby=mmmT

Tntroduction.
1, Texte.
2. This mayrvelous passage describes the suffering of God's faithful children 28 being:
a. Light )
b, For the moment
c. Thab which makes ©0me contribubtion to the sufferer's gaining of eternal glorye
3, Another has stated ivs
ne live in thoughts, not breaths;
In feelings, not in figures on & dial.
e should count time by neart-beats."

Or
nour noisy years seem moments in the being
of the eternal silence."

l,s From the human standpoint of evaluabing matters, our suffering may be anything bub
1]ight temin fact it may be nheavy'e
3. Many people endure suffering which is long and inbensee
b, Paul's sufferings were nheavey" from a human standpoinbe. 2 Core 1,28-103 11.:23-28.

5, It 1is cvident then, from a1l these facts, that Paul means that human suf fering 18
1ight in a comp_ara.tive sensee.

Discussione
T. HUMAN SUFFERING IS5 LIGHT _IN COMPARISON WITH THE GREAT, BASIC GOALS OF A CHRISTIAN.
A. To s0 fwalk in the Tight" of God's word as to be eternally saved. 1 Jne 1:7e
B, To so live as to “glorify God" by his 1ife and 1ead others to do the samee. '
Mt, 5:16; Phile 2:1)=160
TI. HUMAN SUFFERING IS 1LIGHT IN COMPARISON WITH THE SUFFIRING WHICH CHRIST ENDURED.
A. Christ endured the iporpure of the cross™e (Describe briefly his trial anddeath)e
B. Paul points the Christian to a consideration of Christ's guffering as an encourage=
ment to run the race with patiences Heb. 12:1-ke
¢, Christ is our example to follew in sufferinge 1 Pete. 2:20-23.
III. HUMAN SUFFERING 15 LIGHT IN COMPARISON WITH HAVING ONE'S SINS FORGIVEN.
1. suffering can cause the sufferer to turn from sin to God.e
1, The Psalmist gaid: "Before 1 was afflicted, I went astray e o o' Psa. 119:67.
2., Bven to suffer the worst disease in this life is light if such affliction leads
to Gode
B. Having one's sins forgiven makes possible Christ's love to help sustain us in our
trials. Psae 9:9; 27:5; Rom. 523
V. HUMAN SUFFERING IS 7,IGHT IN COMPARISON WITH HAVING CHRIST WITH ysIN THE MOMENT OF DEATH
L. Christians sing the old song "1 Won't Have TO Cross dordan Alones"
1, Friends and loved ones can stand by the bedside and hold hands of 1oved ones, bul
they can just go SO fare
2, Christ can and will g0 with his faithful child through the valley of death. PSae
23 ke
B. The death of God's saints 18 precious in nis sighte Psae 116:15.
¢, "Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord o « o ReVe 14313
V. HUMAN SUFFERING IS LIGHT IN COMPARISON WITH THE GLORIES OF ETERNITY IN HEAVEN
A. No suffering will be ondured theree Reve 7213173 21 she
B. Enjoyment of tree of 1ife is theree Rev. 22:1-3.
¢, No wonder Paul said "the sufferings of this present tine, are nob worthy to be com
\ pared with the glory which shall be revealed," Rolle 8:18.
VI. HUMAN SUFFERING 1S 7,IGHT IN COMPARISON WITH THE UTENDING AGES OF ETERNITY AND WITH
WHAT THE SUFFERER ACTUALLY DESERVES.
T, The wages of —Tn is deabhe Rome 6:23.
1. Johm vividly describes this death in Revelation 20:10=15.
n, Tt is what every sinner Jjustly deserves becausé sin separabes one from God and
deserves punishment s Tsae 59:1,25 2 Thesse L137-Te




Conclusion.
-“_“

Quote the text in closing,

2. 0w, L :16-18,

John 3:16; R

any sinnep can e
Ome 5:8,9; Eph,

scape
2:8,9;



Ll THE BENEFITS OF SUFFERING oW
0 T Pet. 1:6-9; a2 A3

- Tntroductions ;

A 1. Suffering may be either beneficial or destructive to the sufferere
% a2, Suffering may dpive one away from faith with despair and utter discouragement .
e p. On the obher hand suffering may 1ead one to do much soul—search:’mg and result
in repentance.
c. Reacting to suffering 1s much like reacting to @ hot, poker: it will burn us or
help us, depending upon whether we grasp it by the handle or the hot ende
2, There are greab penefits which may come to the sufferer (and those who observe

the sui‘f.'eriﬂg;)L provided one reacts o guffering as God would have one reacte
3, Let's consider some benefits that may comee

Discussion :
T. _E‘z_I_J_F'FERING HELPS THE SUFFERER _TO ENOW HIMSELF.

N, One of the most Tibal needs of man 1S to know himself. The Psahnigt prayéd.

B-.When everything is going well one may give 1little thought to his spiri_.tual con=-
dition, bub when raced with some great trial one finds nimself lacking in faith,
1love and dedicatbifne :

1, Before Peter was involved in @ severe best he considered himself a tower of
strengbh, but actual testing inbroduced Peter to himself e Mboe 26:31-35, 69Tk
.2, As long as one nas good health, repubation, friends, family, etce, Ne may, in
appearance at least, have greab faith and love, but, when plunged into exbreme
® suffering he ofttimes finds faith and love lacking. "
o G. Men, like the Plsamist, may often ask God's help in knowing themselvese
= may be God's way of answering the requeste.
11. SUFFERING HELPS_THE SUFFERER_TO ATTAIN A PROPER SET OF VALULES. (f’M // ?,’6; N
A, It's easier Tor o man in The midst of great suffering bo see what is really of
importance and what 18 nobe
1, A man in perfect health may say: jeallth, popularity, position, and pleasure,
are the most jmportant things in 1ife. 1 must have these thingse I will work
long hours to geb theme" '
5, But to the man who realizes he may be dying these things have 1little appeale
3, A new car, to a mother and father whose children are well, may be the mosb
important thing, bub to the mother and father whose child is at the point of
death, cars, stocks, bonds, bank accounts, popilarity, are of little importances
l,,One man may be in despair because he has 1o money, bubt another man (who has
lost his health wishes money was his only problem.
5, When a minister goes to the home of those who have 1lost loved oOnes, he does
not hear people £alk about how rich, how popular, how many cars, but how much

guffering

importance is, "Is Iy

wmnan !
171. SUFFERING HELPS THE SUFFERER_TO BE THANKFUL FOR_HIS BLESSINGS

L. The average person tokes for granted all the blessings received from day to daye
B, Consider all the blessings you possess and then envision them being
and to what posititon you would be reduced.

C. Then envision them all being restored. How much more highly we would prize thems
1V, SUFFERING HELPS THE SUFFERER TO sEl THE 7ALUE OF PRAYER.

A, It's very casy for one enjoying good heaith and prosperity to drift away from &
dependence on Gode

B. Adversity helps the sufferer to pPray more intenselys '
1, Before Manasseh was in adversity he was yery wickede 2 Chron 33:9,10
2, But when severe distress cale, he humbled himsell and prayed. 2 Chrone 33:11

taken away

13.
- V. SUFFERING HELPS THE SUFFERER _TO BETTER UNDERSTAND_HIS 10VE FOR_OTHERS.
A, Most people Tove their huspands, Wives, children, Friends, brevhren,

fering comes that brings one to realize he may have to leave them,
his love bebbers

pbut when 81
he understnas



Be Suffering then helps him to see how Mmuch he values his love for otheps and they
for him,
VI. SUFFERING HELPS ONE TO SEE THR VALUE OF THE RIGHT KIND oF SYMPATHY,
A, Sympathy whioh causes the sufferer to be filled with self-pity is not good,
B. Sympathy that recognized the problem and points to the solution ig needed,
Ce. By observing the effects which give the wrong kind of sympathy, the sufferer is
able to help others,

VII. SUFFERING HELPS ONE TO SEE THAT THE DARKEST . HOURS MAY PRECEDE THOSE WHICH ARE, BRIGHT
S

Ao "Someone hgs said that cowards die a thousand deaths before they die, but men of

VIIT. SUFFﬁRING HELFS THE SUFFERER TO REALIZE THAT~SOME MOUNTAIN HEIGHTS CAN BE REACHED

12:7-10, "
3e God denied Paul's request to remove it because he knew Paults needs bettep
than Paul did, ‘2 Cor, 12:9, ;

Conclusion.
Sdston,

Suffering gives the sufferer the opportunity to begin anew, It leads hin to do some
real soul—searching and to really see the kind of person he is. Where anm T heading?
What is may relationship with God? ‘What ape ny true values? Suffering may be a great
blessings to ‘any family, Instead of biﬁterness, let it be a blessing,



WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD??%
Ve /

'Introduct 10N

L.

2

3e

Lo

This lesson 18 directed particularly to young people.

a. It is a thrilling, but threatening age, in which we livee

b. Youth is at an 21l time premiumle .

c. Youth gtands ‘boday ton the brink of what promises to the be most glorious age of all
timeo" : -

d, Many of you are in the cab of the locomotive, Looking ahead, while many of you
seniors are in the observation car, watching the tracks flee behind.

e, While you are in the cab 1ooking ahead, wondering whab the future holds, "I challenge
you to make the best use of yourlife, before the best of your life has been used."
What does the future hold for these stirring times? (Talk about the present day problems
and man wondering what will happen next?? ) Frankly, T don't know what the future holds,

neither does anyone else? Threatening Age indeed!
But these are also the M"golden sixties" with some of the greabest promises of man's
historye (More going Lo chllege, greater stress on educabion, world travel. nJe haven't
seen anything yebit
But you are still asking, "What Does The Future Hold?" No oneknows, bub rearrange the
wording and one has "What Holds The Future?" g =
a. You might nob ynow what the future holds, but you should know what holds the fubture--
YOU DO. )
(1) "all things are yours," 1 Cors 3:21. ~ . .
. (2) Your fubure will be what you make ik ' ‘
b. Life is.nob only- a speaceé to be filled, but a place to be fulfilled. Judas went’ to
nhis own placee’ Acts 1:25. ;
c. Just as Judas determined furing his lifetime the place he would occupy after death,
so you and T ngpe debermining today the place we shall occupy bomorrows 3

DISCUSSION, . .

e e

T

TT.

YOUR TODAY HOLDS THE FUTURE.

1. Out of one's Today he shapes his tomorrowes Tomorrow he will hear the’ echo of his voicC

todaye - Tomorrow one will receive fpuit from the seed one plants today.  TomorroW will

have in store for one, only what one has in store for tomorrowe God has prepared 2
future for those who are prepared for the future. 1f one will take care of the pre-
sent, his future will take care of itself.

B "Today" has five letters and by forming an acrosbic one can better remerber how the
the future is held by the presente ;

1. Pemm——=training
O——-——---—-outlook
Dmemesmamees dedication
Amm—m——aspirab ions
Ymmeemmmyielding

2, These five things will determine your future.
YOUR TODAY'S TRATNING HOLDS THE FUTURE.
A, Your tomorrow will be empty unless you pub something into ibe.
1. Your today's treining becomes your' key to your tomorrow's tre:sureSe
2. .You-are puilding the house you will live in. , :
3., You are deciding the kind of person you'll 1ive with the rest of your daySe
L. You are making your conscience hard or easy to 1live withe . ¥
. 5, You are charting your course and mapping - oub your fate.
6., You are determing the kind of funeral that will be preached for youe
7. Bverything depends on how you do these things todaye
B. The foundation upon which you build your house will determine how permanent it is.
1, Dig deep and build on a good foundation. IKe 6:48.
2, Build on the only perm_a.nent foundations 1 Cor. 3:lle
3, Take heed how you build on it. 1 Core. 3:10; Prove 1:3L; 24:27; 27:18.
C. The heart of all training should be the training of all the hearbe How completely ar
you training your heart?




D,

ZII.

l. Are you training your heart to believe in Jesus Christ? Rom, 10:10,
2. Are you training your heart so Christ can dwell therein? Eph, 3517
3. Are you training your heart to have the right purposes? Acts 11:23,
Le Are you training your heart so that it will never deceive you? das, 1
5¢ Are you training your heart so that it will never condemn you? 1 Jn, 3
be Are you training your heart S0 it enables you to see God?  Mt, 5:8
7o "Youprt's today's training will determine Yyour tomorrow!s treasuresym "
as Illustrate it by buttoning up a jacket in g hurry leaving one extra button at the
top and an extra hole at the bottom, If start at bottom and work up, it will eng

26,
20

b.Life is 1ike this, To end Up right, one must stapt ou: right. To start out right one
must be taught right. One must pe taught of Christ, before oneé can be brought to
Christ, Jn, 624445, >
Since one's training of today, determines one's future, it might be well to pause &nd test
one's training by asking a few Questions, :
1. H2s your training given you a better concept of God? 1 Gory 122, -
2+ Hes your training given you a greater love for man?  Prov, 18:24 "Something ig wrong
with a man's education, if he can't get along well with otherg,
3« Has your braining given you a better view of self? ,
3¢ Do you put gelr above the world, or the world above self?
be s your desire to Serve, or be served? Mg, 20:28,
C. Has your education helped you see clearly both your cpaabilities and limitations,
Rom, 12:6-8; 1 Cor. 12:14-31, i ) .
he Has your training helped Jou make a world fit to live in? Mto, 5:16; Phil, 2115,
5¢ Has your training helped you set a goal fit to live for? Phil, Bel3,14, ;
6. Has your training helped you make a self fit to live with? .
7+ Has your training helped you leave an example fit to live by? f
8. Has your training helped you to grow up—-emotionally,'spiritually, intellectually; etcl,
9. Has your training enabled you to learn how to learn? Eccle, 4:13,
10. Has your training given . you sympathy with every good cause? Tit, Sitlley
11, Has your training not only helped you make a better living, but also make a bettepr .
life? Mt, Lils dn, 6227, , ’
12, Has your training inspired you to e the best of whatever you are? Col, 3:23,
YOUR TODAY!'S™ OUTT,00K HOLDS THE FUTURE. Prov, 23:7; Mt, 12:35,

_Ae Tt is not circumstances, but what you do with circumstances that counts, This involves

your outlook .

1. If you don't like your weight, it won't do any good to smash the scales,

2¢ If you don't like your looks, it won't do any good to smash the mirror,

Be Illustration: West Texas Cowboy, p, 9, George Baily, .

1. Life is Tike that, Your outlook becomes the brojector from behind that flashes upon
the screen, -

2. Take a lesson from the little Negro boy that fell into a barrel of molasses, Instead
of being fretful and upset, he immediately prayed, "0 Lord, make my tongue big enough
for the occasiongn It just depends on how you look at things, ‘

Ce Some people seem to study how to be pessimistic, "I fee] good today, but I always .
feel my worst when I feel my best, for I get to thinking how badItm going to feel, when

D. Consider fhe outlook of the little girl whose body was warped and twisted, (P, .20)

Ee Paul's outlook was learned "For I have learned in whatsoever state T am, therewith to beswss
content Phil, 4:11, ;

Fo Learn to make the best of situations, before those situations get the best of you,
What an outlook the little boy# on a falling plane had, (P, 10) Why can't we have
an outlook like that, for we have Christ as the "Captain of our salvation," Heb, 2:10.
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SCENES AT THE JUDGMENT

Mt ° 25 :31“'14.6——

Tntroduction.

LIS

2e

Daniel Webster was once asked "What is the most searching thought that ever en=-
tered your mind?"  Without any hesitation the statesman replied "My personal '
accountability to God."

Did you ever hear the s tory about the rock quarry in England? For generations
rock had been quarried from this particular site until'it had become necessary
to construct a catwalk across an.clevated corner of the quarry. Across narrow
planks, workmen were required to roll wheelbarrows of rock. On either side of
them was a deep abyssSe A slip of the foot would mean that a man would be plung-
ed to his death on the rocks below; so the foreman in that rock quarry waxrned

each men, "Don't dare look down. Always keep your eyes on the place where you
are going." (Batsell B. Baxter)

3, It is hoped that a discussion of Scenes at the Judgment Day will help each one
of usto keep oureges on the place where we are going.

L. Let's consider?

Discussion.

T. THuRE WILL BE A JUDGMENT DAY,

A. Jesus talked about the judgment day on a number of occasionse
1, More tolerable in day of judgment for godom and Gomorrha than those refus-—
ing words of his disciples. Mte 10:5-15, ‘
5, Man shall give account of every idle word in day of judgment. Mb. 12:36.
3, The great judgment scene in Matthew 25:31-46s
B. The apostles preached and wrote aboub the judgment daye
1, Paul. Acts 17:30,31; 21,224,253 Rom. 14:103 2 Cor. 5:10; 2 Thesse 1:4-10;
2 Time Ll-:l,zg; Hebe 9:270
2, Peter. 1 Pete 42173 2 Pet, 2:4,9; 2 Pet. 3:10.
3, John. Reve 6:17; 20:11-15.
Ce Yes, my friends there will be a judgment daye

TI. THERE WILL BE MANY DIFFERENT SCENES AT THE JUDGMENT DAY.

X, There will be scenes of separabion.
1, The faithful members of the church will be separated from the unfaithful.
Mbe 13:47=50.
a. Those who practice the works of the flesh will be on the left hand, Gale
5219~21,
b Thosz who fail to minister when needed will be on the left hand. Mte 25¢
l+l"'1+ ®

2, The sheep will be separabted from the goats. Mbe 25:31=3ke 3

3, Those that have done good will be geparated rom those that have done evil,
Jne 5:29.

Le Those written in the Lamb's bookd of life will be separabed from those not
written therein. ReVe 20:15; 21:27.

Be. There will be scenes of surprise.

1. Most of us will be surprised that judgment has comes Just as people were
surprised when the flood came in the day of Noah, s0 people will be sur—
prised when judgment comess Mbe 243:36-42

2, Another scene of surprise will be the realization that there is everlasting
punishments Mbe 25241 ,46.

3, Still another scene of surprise will be to find that there will be only
two divisions. Mbe 25232,33¢ '

Lo A fourth scene of surprise will that of religious people realizing that
just anything will not be accepted by God, Mbe 732123

5, A fifth scene of surprise will be to find members of the church numbered

among the lost because they failed to add the Christian graces and continue
fajthfully. 2 Pe't. 125-11‘




S —

Ce There will be scenes of revealing'bécause'evéfythiﬁg'Will be brought into the open
in that day, Eccle, 12:14; Rom. 2:16; 1 Gop, h:55 1 Tim. 5:24,25,

Conclusion
S=ocbusion

1. In view of all theése searching truths, no wondep Daniel Webster said his most
searching thought was his "personal accountalibity to God, " .

2. The gaddest thoguht that man can have is the thought of eternal separation from-
God, and, yet at Christts coming these who have not, obegted the gospel will be'
separated from God eternally, .2 Thesss 1379, . !

3¢ If judgment should come. at this hour where would you be?29999

......



WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD s
NO. 2""“

_Igl_troduction. . .

T, what @oes the future. hold? No one Knows, but by rearranging the wording, one has,

What Holds The Future? YOU DO! :

0, Today while you are in the cab of the locomotive ,,viewing the tracks ahead and wonder-
ing what the future; holds, 1 Challenge you to make the pbest use of your 1ife, before
the best of your 1ife has been used. ,

3, Remember, the word TODAY has five letters:

Pom—=training ,

O,———-—O’:t].ook

De——=dedication

A—~——easpirations

Y=y ielding -

Lo These five things will determine your future, and having observed your today's train-=
ing and outlook in a previous lesson, let's consider: :

Discussions
T. YOUR_TODAY'S DEDICATION HOLDS THE FUTURE.
A, In the midst of one's preparation Tor the future, there must be dedicabion, be-
cause all is vain without ite :
Be In studying one's dedication let me 1ift sl questions from the Bible and place
vefore you for serious consideratione :
1, "Whitherrhave you made a road today?" 1 Same 27:10.
2, "To who belongest thou?" 1 Sale 30:13.
3, "Is the young man o o o S2fe?72 2 Same 18:2%
Lo nyjherewithal shall a young man cleanse his va. >t Psae 119:9 -
5, WArt not thou also one of his disciples?"  Jne 18225
6. "ihat is your 1ife?"  Jsae bilhe ,
7. Now letts consider each question briefly: :

a, The word nyhithert in the first question does not mean myhere" but "to what
place?“ uIf you continue to travel the road you are Now traveling, just
where will it lead Lomorrow? .

b, The second question emphasizes that it isn't S0 much a matter of “what be-
longs to you' as it is "to what, or tO whom, do you pelong?t No one knows
who ‘the unknown soldier Was, the soldier whose body lies under & national
monument in Washington, D.Cey put 211 know whab he was. He was one dedi-
cated to a causel ¢

ce. Lhe third and fourth questions ean be 1inked togehher. Dedication to God
and his word will cleanse a young man's ways, and help him hold the future.

d., The fifth question has quite a sting and was asked of Peter when his actions
did nob coincide with his claimse Have you ever SO achbed that others
ssked "Art nobt thou also one of his cisciples?" nprentt you 2 Christian?"

e, Finally nyhat is your 1ife?2 Your today's dedication determines if you
are a force drawing obhers to Christ or dpiving others away from Christe

C. There is no substitute for dedication, "With the right kind, 1ife ends in a
mighty conclusion; without it, 1ife resulbts in a messy confusiony The kind of
cross you bear today will determine the kind of crown you wear tomorrows"

11, YOUR TODAY'S ASPTRATIONS HOLD THE FUTURE.

2. In the word ideal! is the word Widea's Your ideals in 1ife are made up of
your ideas of life, Just S0, onels ideal in life will determine the way one
deals with 1ife.n

Be A man without a purpose' in 1life is like a ship without a rudder———~both determine
the next porte
1., What aspirabions do you have for making your 1ife count?

2, What goals have you seb?
3, What purposes have you given pbirth to?
a. Daniel purposed in his heart not to defile hinself. Dane 1:8.




