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Introduction:  In our last study Abram and Sarai tried to get a child their own way by Abram fathering 
Ishmael through Hagar, Sarai's maidservant.  But God assured Abram that Abram would have a child by 
Sarai and that Sarai's child would be heir of the promises made by God to Abram.  God gave Abram the 
ordinance of circumcision as a seal of God's covenant with Abram.  Abram's name was changed to 
Abraham and Sarai's to Sarah.  God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah because of their wickedness but 
rescued Abraham's nephew, Lot. 
 
In our present lesson, Genesis 20-23, Abraham and Sarah again get in trouble because Abraham passes 
Sarah off as his sister.  Later Isaac is born just as God promised.  Conflict develops between Ishmael and 
Isaac and Hagar and Ishmael are sent away.  Abraham makes a friendship treaty with Abimelech.  God 
tests Abraham's faith by commanding him to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice but stops him at the last 
moment.   
 
 

Notes on Genesis 20-23: 
 
 
20:1 - Negev - Arid land southeast of the Dead Sea. 
 
20:2 - She is my sister - The same half-truth Abraham had used in Egypt earlier for fear that pagan rulers 
would kill him in order to get his wife.  Again Abraham's deception did not turn out well.  Doing wrong is no 
solution to a problem.  It only breeds more wrong.  Always the thing to do is what we know is right.  God 
will honor that. 
 
Abimelech king of Gerar - Abimelech was a Philistine king.  Gerar was on the border of Philistine territory. 
 
20:3 - as good as dead - God's judgment against adultery is strong.  We may forget this in our "age of 
tolerance."  God "will punish men for all such sins" and may take away his Holy Spirit - 1 Thessalonians 
4:3-8; compare 1 Corinthians 6:15-20; Psalm 51:10, 11.  God's Spirit could be restored after true 
repentance. 
 
20:6 - I did not let you touch her - God cares for and protects Gentiles as well as Israelites. 
 
20:8 - Early the next morning - Abimelech was quick to obey God. 
 
20:11 - No fear of God in this place - The fear of God deters evil, but a country becomes corrupt and 
lawless when its people lose the fear of God.  No system of morality lasts apart from faith in God.  
Sometimes there is fear of God where we did not expect it, as with Abimelech. 
 
20:14 - sheep...cattle...slaves - Abimelech paid Abraham damages for the wrong done to him. 
 
21:2 - Sarah became pregnant - The reward of faith.  This was a pure miracle, as Abraham and Sarah 
were well past the age when they could have children. 
 
21:3 - Isaac means "laughter," a reminder of how Abraham and Sarah had reacted when they first heard 
God's promise of a child in their old age, and of the joy this child brought them when he finally came. 
 
21:10 - slave woman's son will never share in the inheritance - Paul uses this to illustrate how people who 
try to be saved by law cannot inherit God's kingdom with those saved by faith - Galatians 4:21-31. 
 
21:12 - Listen to...Sarah - God knew it was better for Ishmael to be away so that there would not be a 
contest over the inheritance.  A lesson for husbands today:  Although God has given leadership in the 
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family to the man, a godly husband will listen to his wife and value her input before making final decisions. 
 
21:13 - make the son of the maidservant into a nation also - Thus God comforts Abraham who was 
worried about Ishmael. 
 
21:17 - God heard the boy crying - God cared about Hagar and Ishmael even though they were not of the 
chosen people.  This verse may indicate that God particularly hears the cries of children. 
 
21:23 - Now swear to me - These verses give us insight into Abraham's relations with the people around 
him.  See Proverbs 16:7.  Good relationships are a sign of a righteous and godly life. 
 
21:25 - Abraham complained - In a healthy relationship there is room to state a complaint if done in the 
right spirit.  It is healthier to bring up a problem than to bottle it up and let it fester.  In Abraham's case it 
gave Abimelech a chance to explain his position and do something about the wrong.  It kept Abraham 
from assuming untrue things about Abimelech.  Communication is the way to solve problems.  Being open 
about a problem actually enhances a relationship rather than damaging it.  However we usually do it the 
other way. 
 
21:30 - witness that I dug this well - Notice Abraham's wisdom in establishing an understanding about a 
potential point of trouble before it arises. 
 
21:31 - Beersheba means "the well of the oath." 
 
21:33 – the LORD, the Eternal God - Literally, Yahweh, the Eternal God.  Yahweh means the Eternal, 
Self-Existent One. 
 
22:1 - God tested Abraham - The King James Version translates this, "God did tempt Abraham."  That is 
misleading, because God does not tempt anyone to sin - James 1:13-15.  Satan tempts people to sin.  
God tests people but does not tempt them.  So the word is better translated "test" where God is involved. 
God gave Abraham an extremely hard command in order to test the strength of Abraham's faith. 
 
22:2 - only son - The only one now left at home, or the only one in terms of the promises.  This whole story 
is a picture of what God later does when God gives up his only Son to die so that the world may live - John 
3:16. 
 
region of Moriah - Tradition says Mount Moriah is the mountain where Solomon's temple was built in 
Jerusalem, as well as the later temples of God.  Today it is occupied by an important Muslim shrine, the 
Dome of the Rock, and a large stone under the dome is said to be the place where Abraham offered 
Isaac. 
 
22:3 - Early - As hard as God's command was, Abraham moved as quickly as possible to obey.  When 
God wants us to do something that is hard, like going and apologizing to someone, etc., if we can put it off 
an hour, we can put it off a day, then a month.  When Jesus knew it was time to go to Jerusalem where he 
would meet his death, he walked ahead of the whole group - Mark 10:32 - because he knew that if he 
hung back, he would find excuses to put off going to Jerusalem.  Obedience is most real when it is hard.  
True faith obeys God - James 2:21-23    
 
22:5 - We will come back - Abraham knew that God had promised him many descendants through Isaac. 
Abraham knew that God cannot lie, and that even if God had to raise Isaac from the dead, he would do 
what he had promised - Hebrews 11:17-19. 
 
22:7 - where is the lamb?  This time must have been heartbreaking for Abraham. 
 
22:8 - God...will provide the lamb - This was first fulfilled in the ram caught in the thicket.  The greatest 
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fulfillment is in God's provision of his own Son, Jesus, as the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world - John 1:29. 
 
22:9 - laid him on the altar - Isaac's sacrifice is a type or picture of the later sacrifice of Christ. 
 
22:12 - Now I know - Could God not have known all this before it happened?  Yes, God knows the future. 
But he may limit himself at times in order to better relate to us who are so limited. 
 
22:14 - The Lord Will Provide - Hebrew:  Yahweh Jireh. 
 
22:18 - through your offspring all nations...blessed - A repeat of the promise made in Genesis 12:7.  The 
whole world is saved and blessed through Jesus Christ, descendant of Abraham. 
 
because you have obeyed me - Real faith always obeys - James 2:14-26. 
 
23:1 - Kiriath Arba (Hebron) is approximately 20 miles SSW of Jerusalem. 
 
23:4 - Sell me some property - This section is an interesting example of how oriental dealings were 
conducted. 
 
23:9 - for the full price - It is always wise to be clear and open about the terms of an agreement. 
 
23:11 - No, my lord - Courtesy and honor were very important in those cultures.  We have lost much of 
that today. 
 
23:13 - I will pay - Abraham did not want to become indebted to the Hittite for future favors.  There is a 
time to receive gifts or help graciously, but the general rule of wisdom is to be independent and pay your 
way as you are able. 
 
23:19 - Abraham buried his wife - All through this story we see the manly strength of Abraham, able to do 
what has to be done and doing it well.  Eventually Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and their principal wives were 
buried in this cave.  A mosque was later built over the cave and one can peer down into the darkness of 
the cave through an iron grate. 
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