
 Free Bible Study notes on Genesis 44-47 
 
 

 

Introduction:  In our last section, Joseph had not yet identified himself to his brothers, for he had not 
finished testing them.  One more test will reveal what Joseph wants to know.  He will then reveal himself 
to them and will calm their fears.  Joseph will bring the aged Jacob and his whole family to Egypt where he 
can provide for them. 
 
 

Notes on Genesis 44-47: 
 
44:2 - put my cup - Joseph is preparing a final test of his brothers' hearts.  This will be a test of their 
attitude toward Benjamin, Joseph's brother. 
 
44:12 - found in Benjamin's sack - The brothers knew how Jacob had feared something happening to 
Benjamin, and their worst fear is realized. 
 
44:14 - threw themselves to the ground before him - Once again Joseph's dreams are fulfilled. 
 
44:15 - divination - An occult practice much used by the pagans.  They thought they could read messages 
from the spirit world by looking at tea leaves in the bottom of a cup, or by looking at the entrails of a freshly 
slain animal, or by studying the clouds, or in other ways.  Getting guidance and help from the occult is 
strictly forbidden to God's people in both the law of Moses and the New Testament.  Joseph may not have 
actually practiced divination, but may be acting out the part of a pagan official as he tests his brothers.  Or 
he may have divined from God, not from occult sources. 
 
44:31 - he will die - Joseph can see that the brothers now care for their father in a way they did not when 
they sold Joseph and deceived Jacob. 
 
44:33 - let your servant remain here - Judah is willing to take Benjamin's punishment on himself if it will 
save Benjamin and protect Jacob.  This is a little bit of the kind of love Jesus showed in bearing our 
punishment to set us free.  It is a long way from the uncaring selfishness shown by Judah and the others 
when they sold Joseph. 
 
45:3 - I am Joseph - One of the most dramatic moments in scripture.  Of course the brothers were 
paralyzed with fear when they realized that Joseph was alive and that they were in his hands. 
 
45:5 - Do not be distressed - Joseph is not out for revenge.  Revenge was not his motive even when he 
was testing his brothers. 
 
do not be angry with yourselves - We have to learn to forgive ourselves when God and others have 
forgiven us. 
 
it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you - What a difference it makes in our attitude about 
things when we know that what happens is part of an overall plan of God for good. 
 
45:8 - it was not you...but God - Joseph believed what Paul said so well in Romans 8:28-- 
 

We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called 
according to his purpose.  

 
Paul said all things, not just the pleasant or positive things.  God is so great that he can overrule even 
tragedies and sins to bring good from them.  We can see illustrations of that as we review our own lives 
and the history of the church. 
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Shirley Dobson tells how a painful childhood created the desperation that brought her to God.  Years ago 
a successful businessman promised to give our congregation a large family center building.  The church 
was to take out the construction loan, but the donor would pay off the loan.  After the center was built, for 
some reason the donor was unable to follow through, and the church was left with a large building debt.  
The church had to decide whether to sell the center to pay off the loan, or to keep it and raise their giving 
to cover it.  They did the latter.  In this way God led the church to take on something they would not have 
had faith to do by themselves.  The center blessed the growth and fellowship of the church for years and 
was in place just in time to house the Bible Institute when it moved to South Houston. 
 
Scripture is full of illustrations where God overruled negatives to produce positives.  God used Jewish 
persecution of the Jerusalem church to scatter the seed of the gospel all over Judea and beyond - Acts 8. 
Paul's "thorn in the flesh" saved him from destruction through pride - 2 Corinthians 12:7-10.  The greatest 
illustration is the death of Jesus which Satan meant for harm but which God overruled and used to save 
the world.  Suffering has positive value.  Those who have suffered can sympathize with others and 
minister better to them.  And when one person or family suffers, this draws out compassion and service in 
others in a way that would not have happened otherwise. 
 
Remember Romans 8:28 when you have been committed to Christ and your world falls apart or you suffer 
unexpectedly.  This is the kind of trust in God's power and goodness that gets people through otherwise 
impossible situations. 
 
45:16 - Pharaoh and...officials...pleased - This shows how tremendously Joseph's noble faithfulness and 
wisdom had won the admiration of Pharaoh and his officers. 
 
45:19 - Take some carts - God has all sorts of ways he can use to provide for our needs.  Here he uses 
Pharaoh and his resources.  Though you can't total it up on a calculator, the respect, affection and good 
will of other people is money in the bank when you are in need.  There are few things worth more than a 
splendid and trustworthy reputation. 
 
45:24 - Don't quarrel - There was danger that they would quarrel over the blame for selling Joseph. 
 
45:26 - Joseph is...alive...ruler of all Egypt - This was good news beyond Jacob's wildest dreams. 
 
46:1 - reached Beersheba...offered sacrifices - Beersheba had been an important location for worship and 
other events in the lives of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Jacob had passed through there as a young man 
when fleeing Esau on his way to Haran.  Probably Jacob offered the sacrifices partly in thanksgiving for 
Joseph's survival and partly asking for God's help in this difficult move. 
 
46:3 - Do not be afraid - Notice the tender care of God for Jacob at a difficult time in Jacob's life.  It is not 
easy for an old person to leave the secure, familiar surroundings of home.  Jacob is still probably afraid to 
believe Joseph is really alive.  He has been deceived before.  Jacob may also wonder what will happen to 
his possession of the promised land if he leaves it.  And what will happen to his family if he dies in Egypt.  
God answers all Jacob's fears with his promises for the future.   
 
God is called the God of comfort - 2 Corinthians 1:3-5.  Compare the way God strengthened and 
encouraged Paul when Paul, older and tired and worn out by persecutions and burdens, faced the 
impossible task of evangelizing the pagan city of Corinth.  Christ appeared to Paul in a vision and said,  
 

Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. For I am with you, and no one is going to attack 
and harm you, because I have many people in this city. 

 
Paul would be safe and Paul would find converts.  How often God comes to us and gives the strength we 
need to walk through difficult times. 
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46:26,27 - sixty-six...seventy - In order to reach seventy we have to count Er and Onan who were 
members of Jacob's family but died in Canaan. 
 
46:28 - Jacob sent Judah - Although Reuben was the oldest and normally would have taken leadership, 
because of Reuben's sin with his father's concubine, the leadership passed more and more to Judah. 
 
46:29 - wept - What a wonderful meeting that must have been!  How had Joseph changed, and how had 
his father changed, during those 22 years apart? 
 
47:6 - best part of the land - Pharaoh respected and appreciated Joseph and gladly provided the best for 
Joseph's family. 
 
47:7 - Jacob blessed Pharaoh - Pharaoh would have accepted this because Jacob was an old and 
venerable man and was known as a man of God. 
 
47:24 - a fifth...to Pharaoh - Not far out of line with our taxes today.  Notice that Pharaoh left room for the 
people to make money for themselves.  Free enterprise motivates people to produce much more than 
they would in a socialistic system where everything goes to the government. 
 
47:30 - bury me with my fathers.  Abraham and Isaac were buried in the cave of Machpelah at Hebron. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© By G.B. Shelburne, III (except for any graphics and scripture quotations).  May be reproduced for non-profit, non-publishing instructional 

purposes provided document content is not altered and this copyright notice is included in full.  Format may be altered.  South Houston Bible 

Institute, 14325 Crescent Landing, Houston, TX 77062-2178, U.S.A., telephone 281-090-8899, email <shbi@shbi.org>, web site <www.shbi.org>. 

 Scriptures, unless otherwise noted, are taken from the HOLY BIBLE:  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION © 1978 and 1984 by the New York 

International Bible Society, used by permission of Zondervan Bible Publishers.  Some courses available via Distance Learning. 


