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Instructions: 
 

 Read the entire lesson – all Bible verses are included 
and are from the New King James Version 

 Answer the questions at the end of the lesson 

 Mail the answers to the address provided 

 The questions will be marked and returned to you along 
with the next lesson and a self-addressed envelope 

 A Certificate of Completion will be mailed when the 
entire series is completed 

 
 
 
Visit our website www.correspondencecourse.webs.com  
 
E-mail us correspondencecourse@yahoo.ca 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.correspondencecourse.webs.com/
mailto:correspondencecourse@yahoo.ca
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There is a lot of discussion that this world is becoming over-
populated but is it?  In spite of what we hear, there is enough 
land, food and fresh water for everyone.  God is the creator of 
all things and He is omniscient (knows everything).  He ensured 
that this world would always be able to supply all of our needs.  
After God finished creating, He said that it was “very good” and 
the facts show that His creation is still “very good”. 
 
The world’s population has increased greatly over the past 
few hundred years.   

 In 1800, just over 200 years ago, there were 1 billion 
people on the earth.   

 In 1950, 150 years later, there were 2.5 billion people.   

 In 2011, 61 years later, there were 7 billion people.   

 By 2050 the population is expected to be 10 billion people.   
 
There is more than enough land for everyone.  
If each man, woman and child (7 billion or 7,000,000,000 
people) were given 1/10 hectare (¼ acre) of land, a total of 0.7 
billion hectares (1.75 billion acres) would be required.  All 7 
billion people could live in any one of the following places: 

 Australia - 0.76 billion hectares (1.88 billion acres) 

 USA - 0.77 billion hectares (1.9 billion acres) 

 Canada -1.01 billion hectares (2.5 billion acres) 

 The continents of Asia and Africa are even larger 
  
There is enough food to feed 10 billion people.   
We have just over 7 billion people on the earth, therefore, if we 
managed our available food supply effectively and efficiently, 
and shared what we have, no one would go hungry. 
 
There is enough fresh water for all 7 billion people.   
Only a small percentage of our available fresh water is used but 
it is not equally distributed throughout the world.  It is our 
responsibility to use and manage our fresh water supply wisely. 
 
God gave us the responsibility to rule over His creation.   

 Genesis 1:26, 31 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in 
our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the 
fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock 
and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that 
move along the ground.”  God saw all that he had made, 
and it was very good. And there was evening, and there 
was morning—the sixth day.  
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In this lesson we will look at evidence showing that God 
has preserved His Church through the centuries. God 
prophesied in the book of Daniel (600 years before the 
church began) that the Church would be set up during the 
Roman Empire, that it would never be destroyed and that it 
would stand forever              

 Daniel 2:44 And in the days of these kings the God of 
heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be 
destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other 
people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these 
kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. 

 
What is the Church in the Bible?  (It is not a building) 
The church is made up of Christians who are saved by the 
grace (undeserved favour) of God. The church is called the 
body of Christ and the Head of the church is Jesus.   Salvation 
is a free gift from God which cannot be earned. 

 Ephesians 2:8-10 For by grace you have been saved 
through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 
not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in 
them. 

 
There has always been a New Testament church since the 
Day of Pentecost.  Jesus Christ willingly died on the cross 
so our sins could be forgiven.  Our part is to accept that 
gift and to follow and obey Jesus: 
 Believe that Jesus is the Son of God  

o John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life. 

 Confess that we believe that Jesus is the Son of God   
o Romans 10:9 that if you confess with your mouth the 

Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 

 Repent or turn away from our sins and be baptized 
(immersed into water) for the forgiveness of sins and 
the Lord will add to the church those who are saved. 
o Acts 2:38, 47b  Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and 

let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. . . . the Lord added to the 
church daily those who were being saved. 
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Many will tell you that all you have to do is believe in Jesus 
to be saved but is that what the Bible says? God’s Word 
clearly states that we must believe and obey.  
 Noah and his family were saved from the flood because 

Noah believed and obeyed God by building the ark and 
following all of God’s commands.  What would have 
happened if Noah had not obeyed God and built the ark? 
o Genesis 6:22 Thus Noah did; according to all that God   

commanded him, so he did. 
 Naaman was cured of leprosy when he believed and 

obeyed God.  He was told to dip himself in the Jordan 
seven times.  Initially Naaman became enraged that he had 
to dip in the Jordan but he wasn’t healed until he obeyed. 
o II Kings 5:14 So he went down and dipped seven times 

in the Jordan, according to the saying of the man of 
God; and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little 
child, and he was clean. 

 Demons believe and tremble but they do not obey God.  
Demons are not saved  
o James 2:19 You believe that there is one God . . . Even 

the demons believe-and tremble! 
 
The New Testament church began on the Day of Pentecost.   

 It is the Lord, not man, who adds the saved to the church.  
o Acts 2:47b . . . And the Lord added to the church daily 

those who were being saved. 
 Early Christians met together on Sunday (the first day of 

the week) to pray and participate in the Lord’s Supper in 
memory of Christ.  It is a simple supper consisting of 
bread/cracker to remember that Christ gave His body to die 
on the cross and the fruit of the vine/grape juice to 
remember that Jesus’ blood was shed for our sins. (I 
Corinthians 11:23-34) 
o Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the 

apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread, and in prayers. 

o Acts 20:7 Now on the first day of the week, when the 
disciples came together to break bread, Paul, ready to 
depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his 
message until midnight 

 The Church met together to study the Bible and sing hymns  
o Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you 

richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 
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 To support the work of the Church, they took a financial 
collection when they met together each Sunday. 
o I Corinthians 16:1-2 Now concerning the collection for 

the saints, as I have given orders to the churches of 
Galatia, so you must do also: On the first day of the 
week let each one of you lay something aside, storing 
up as he may prosper, that there be no collections 
when I come.  

 The Church is under the oversight of elders and deacons  
o I Peter 5:1-3 The elders who are among you I exhort, I 

who am a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of 
Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be 
revealed:  Shepherd the flock of God which is among 
you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but 
willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as 
being lords over those entrusted to you, but being 
examples to the flock; (read also I Timothy 3) 

 God knew that Christians would be drawn away from the 
Truth as recorded in the book of Acts by Paul 
o Acts 20:30 Also from among yourselves men will rise 

up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the 
disciples after themselves. 

 
There are many stories recorded, in historical writings, of 
New Testament Churches and Christians throughout the 
centuries. Summarized below are some of these recorded 
writings found in Europe.  New Testament churches 
continued to exist from the Day of Pentecost to the present 
day, in spite of persecution and even the threat of death.   
 
3rd Century - In the year 422, a Catholic bishop named 
Germanus wrote that he found Christians in Britain.  These 
Christians had obviously been taught and had studied the New 
Testament.  Germanus wrote that their beliefs differed from his 
church because they: 

o rejected the doctrine of original sin (born guilty of sin)  
o practiced baptism (immersion) of adults only  
o followed the New Testament rather than man’s rituals 
o recognized Jesus as the only Head of the Church 

 
4th Century - Evidence has been found of a New Testament 
church which was in existence in the middle of the 4th Century 
in the northern part of the Pyrenees Peninsula.  After many 
centuries, churches influenced by that mission are still active in 
Spain, northern Portugal and western France.  
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5th Century - Early in the 5th Century, there were many New 
Testament churches near Syria.   There is a story of a man 
named Constantine who studied the four Gospels and the 
letters written by Paul.  He travelled about visiting small groups 
of Christians who met in catacombs (tombs, often in caves) to 
avoid persecution.  Eventually they were forced to flee to 
Armenia where Christians were free to study and follow the 
New Testament teachings without fear of persecution.  
 
7th Century - Near the end of the 7th Century, a Byzantine 
monk wrote about the Christians living in Armenia saying that 
they followed the New Testament only.  These churches 
continued to remain independent and separate from the state 
church.  
 
8th Century - At Wurzburg, Germany a parchment has been 
found from the middle of the 8th Century.  It is a Greek copy of 
the Book of Romans, in the New Testament.  It must have been 
read by Christians living in Germany at that time.   
 
9th Century - It is recorded that, in the early 9th Century, the 
persecution of New Testament Christians began to rise in 
Europe. 
 
11th Century - Evidence has been found that in the year 1071, 
the first New Testament church was established in the Ukraine.   
 
12th Century - Persecution began against New Testament 
Christians in Bulgaria and Serbia so they moved farther north 
and west to Albania, Bosnia, Croatia, Herzegovina and Italy but 
persecution continued. The story was told about a man who 
was put to death because he had been baptized by immersion 
for the forgiveness of his sins.  In spite of persecution, many 
New Testament churches in Italy had thousands of members.  
The New Testament continued to be preached and was quickly 
spread across the Alps.  In 1143 one hundred Christians were 
seized in Germany and when interviewed, they admitted that 
there were congregations concealed everywhere in Europe.32  
 
13th Century – It is recorded that remnants of small New 
Testament churches were found in France, Switzerland, 
Germany and the Czech Republic.  
 
14th Century - In 1390 a New Testament church in Celtic Hill 
Cliff, Wales built a room for worship with a large basin for 
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immersion of adults in baptism upon confession of faith that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 
 
15th Century - In 1400 the oldest New Testament church (from 
300 AD) in Strasburg, Germany was raided.  The Christians 
were banished from the city because they worshiped as 
described in the New Testament so they moved to the 
mountains. A few years later other congregations in Germany 
and the Czech Republic were banished for the same reasons.  
Reiser, a missionary, preached only from the New Testament, 
took the Lord’s Supper with his fellow Christians and baptized 
many in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  
He visited several congregations in Central Europe.  Over the 
next hundred years, the work of the Lord grew in Bohemia and 
Moravia.  They followed the New Testament as the Christians 
had done in Syria, Armenia, Kurdistan, Spain, Bulgaria, 
Albania, Bosnia, Italy, and France.  When the church was 
persecuted, their resolve to continue as a New Testament 
church became stronger.  In 1446, 40,000 Christians fled from 
Bosnia when the country fell into the hands of unbelievers.   
 
16th Century - From 1525-1575 there was an attempt to 
completely destroy the churches of the Lord in Europe but it 
was unsuccessful.  In 1550 Christians in Thessalonica moved 
to Moravia (Central Europe) because they were permitted to 
worship according to the instructions in the New Testament 
 
19th Century - In the early 1800s there were very few New 
Testament churches remaining in Europe but there was a 
Resurrection Movement happening in North America. These 
Christians did not want humanly devised creeds, catechisms 
and dogmas so they started churches using only the New 
Testament as their guide.  Many of the men involved were 
recent immigrants from Europe.  Within a few years, there were 
hundreds of these churches in N. America. 
 
20th Century - In Central Europe, during World War II (1939 to 
1945), the New Testament Christians were again persecuted 
and killed.  They died with the same heroism as their ancestors.  
 
21st Century - Today, in spite of all of the attempts to destroy 
the church for which Jesus died, there are New Testament 
churches throughout the world.  As prophesied in Daniel - God 
would set up a kingdom which would never be destroyed. 
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What important and new facts did you learn in this lesson? 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
True or False 
 
1. ____ New Testament Christians were persecuted. 
2. ____ Some New Testament Christians met in catacombs. 
3. ____ New Testament Churches only followed the Bible.   
4. ____ Attempts to destroy New Testament churches failed. 
5. ____ Prophesy said that the church would stand forever.  
6. ____ In 800 the New Testament church began in Ukraine  
7. ____ We are saved by grace through the death of Jesus. 
8. ____ The church was prophesied in the Old Testament.  
9. ____ God is Omniscient – He knows everything.  
 
 

 
NAME 

 

 
ADDRESS 

 

 
CITY 

 

PROV./STATE 
COUNTRY 

 

POSTAL / ZIP 
CODE 

 

 
E-ADDRESS 
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Please Complete the Following Verses                            15T 

 
1. Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ 

doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in 
___________________. 

 
2. Acts 2:47b . . . And the ___________________________ 

to the church daily those who were being saved. 
 
3. Colossians 3:16 Let the ______________________ dwell 

in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

 
4. James 2:19 You believe that there is one God . . . Even the 

_________________________ and tremble! 
 
5. II Kings 5:14 So he went down and dipped seven times in 

the Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God; and 
his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he 
_________________________. 

 
6. Acts 20:7 Now on the ____________________________, 

when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul, 
ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued 
his message until midnight 

 
7. Genesis 6:22 Thus Noah did; according to all that 

___________________________________ him, so he did. 
 
8. John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have _____________________________. 

 
9. Romans 10:9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord 

Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him 
from the dead, _____________________________. 

 
10. Acts 2:38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every 

one of you __________________________ in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
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15T 
We encourage you to ask questions or make comments below: 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 


