
The Establishment of the Church 
 
 
Introduction:  We have seen that the church or kingdom first existed in the mind of God, then in promise, 
preparation and prophecy through the Old Testament period.  We are now ready to study its actual 
establishment.  There are many different ideas about when the kingdom/church was established.  Some 
place its establishment before the creation, others in the time of Abraham, or of John the Baptist, or during 
Jesus' ministry before his death.  Others say the kingdom has not come at all yet.  But the following facts 
would indicate that the church or kingdom began on earth on the day of Pentecost after Jesus' 
resurrection and ascension.  The time of establishment is important, so that we can know which 
statements in scripture apply to the Old Covenant, Mosaic age and which apply to the New Covenant, 
church/kingdom age. 
 
 
1. The “kingdom” and the “church” are two ways of describing the same thing here on earth in this 

present age. 
 

A. The kingdom is both present and future.  Some scriptures speak of the kingdom as 
something we will receive or enter after being found righteous at the judgment - Matthew 
25:34;  2 Peter 1:11.  But many scriptures speak of the kingdom or church as something 
that was very near in the time of Jesus' ministry (Matthew 4:17;  Mark 9:1), and which was 
later present in the time of the apostles (Hebrews 12:28;  Revelation 1:9;  Colossians 
1:13).  It was not a visible kingdom with worldly fanfare, but the rule of God in the hearts 
of people - Luke 17:20, 21; John 18:36.  The kingdom was present from Pentecost 
onward, but there is a glorious phase of the kingdom, with the saints sharing in the rule, 
which is yet future. 

 
B. The church is the kingdom of God as the kingdom is now expressed on earth.  The 

kingdom of God is larger than the church, including angels and spirits who obey God, but 
the church is the same as the Kingdom as far as membership of people on earth is 
concerned.  The church is made up of those who obey Christ as king.  Those who were 
forgiven were brought into the kingdom - Colossians 1:13, 14.  But those who were saved 
(forgiven) were also added to the church - Acts 2:47; 5:11, 14; 20:28.  So here on earth, 
to enter the kingdom is the same as to enter the church.  When Jesus spoke of building 
his church, he promised to give the keys of the kingdom to Peter - Matthew 16:15-19.  
Peter opened the way to entrance into the church when he preached the first gospel 
sermon to the Jews (Acts 2) and to the Gentiles (Acts 10). 

 
(Note:  Without meaning any disrespect to anyone’s sincere belief, we need to note that 
the passage in Matthew 16 does not make Peter the pope, the earthly head of the church. 
 If Jesus' words here made Peter head of the church, the rest of the New Testament 
scriptures would certainly recognize so important a fact.  Yet the New Testament 
indicates nothing of a pope or of Peter occupying that position.  Though Peter was the 
leading apostle in terms of his natural ability and tendency to lead (a characteristic 
recognized and depended on by Jesus), he is nowhere seen as having more overall 
authority than any other apostle.  The apostles were all equal in office, authority, and in 
their position in the foundation of the church - Luke 22:24-30; Ephesians 2:20, Jesus 
being the chief foundation stone.  The papacy is not of first-century origin but is something 
that slowly developed in history after the time of the apostles.  The Roman pope did not 
attain universal authority in the church until around 600 A.D.) 

 
 
2. Prophecies about the establishment and character of the kingdom. 
 

A. The time of the kingdom's establishment on earth: 
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1) Isaiah 2:2-4 - "in the last days" - meaning the Christian age, the age of the 
Messiah - see Hebrews 1:1, 2. 

 
2) Joel 2:28 - "afterward" - in the future from Joel's time. 

 
3) Daniel 2:44 - "in the time of those kings" - the time of the Roman Empire. 

 
Nebuchadnezzar, ruler of the Babylonian Empire, dreamed of a great statue 
which symbolized successive world empires until the coming of God's kingdom - 
Daniel 2:31-45. 

 
a. Head of gold = Babylonian Empire, 607-536 B.C. 
b. Chest and arms of silver = Medo-Persian Empire, 536-331 B.C. 
c. Belly and thighs of bronze/brass = Grecian Empire, 331-167 B.C. 
d. Legs and feet of iron (feet of mixed iron and clay) = Roman Empire, 167 

B.C.-476 A.D. 
e. The rock cut out without hands, which destroyed the image = the 

kingdom of God which came in the time of the Roman kings - Daniel 
2:44, 45. 

 
B. The place of the kingdom's establishment: 

 
1) Isaiah 2:2-4 - "Zion," "Jerusalem" (see Luke 24:46, 47). 

 
2) Joel 2:32 - "On mount Zion and in Jerusalem." 

 
C. The duration of the kingdom: 

 
1) Daniel 2:44 - "Will never be destroyed.....will endure forever." 

 
2) Daniel 7:14 - "an everlasting dominion that will not pass away....his kingdom....will 

never be destroyed" – compare Luke 1:31-33. 
 

D. The greatness of the kingdom: 
 

1) Isaiah 2:2-4 - "all nations" - compare Matthew 28:19, 20. 
 

2) Daniel 7:14 - "all peoples, nations, and men of every language..." 
 

3) Joel 2:28 - "all people." 
 

E. The power of the kingdom: 
 

1) Daniel 2:44 - "It will crush all those kingdoms." 
 

2) Daniel 7:14 - "will never be destroyed." 
 

F. The king - Isaiah 9:6, 7; Zechariah 6:12, 13; Micah 5:2-4; Daniel 7:14. 
 

G. The laws of the kingdom are different from those of the Old Covenant: 
 

1) He will make a covenant unlike the one he made with their fathers - Jeremiah 
31:31-34. 
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2) People of all nations will receive the laws of God - Isaiah 2:2-4; compare Matthew 
28:19, 20. 

 
3) "They will not learn war anymore" - Isaiah 2:4. 

 
4) They will be called by a new name given by the Lord - Isaiah 62:2; compare Acts 

11:26. 
 

5) God's law will be in their hearts - Jeremiah 31:33. 
 

6) God will forgive their wickedness and remember their sins no more - Jeremiah 
31:34; compare Acts 2:38. 

 
H. The kingdom was to come when the Spirit came - Joel 2:28; compare Acts 2:1-21; and 

when power came - Mark 9:1; Acts 1:8. 
 
 
3. Scriptures showing that the kingdom had come near but had not arrived before Pentecost after 

Jesus' resurrection: 
 

A. Matthew 3:2 - The kingdom was near during the ministry of John the Baptist. 
 

B. Matthew 4:17 - It was near when Jesus began to preach. 
 

C. Matthew 6:10 - The disciples of Jesus were taught to pray, "Your kingdom come." 
 

D. Matthew 10:7; Luke 10:9 - The disciples preached, "The kingdom is near." 
 

E. Matthew 16:18, 19 - Jesus referred to the church/kingdom as yet future.  [Note:  The 
kingdom of God is more than just the church, but the church is the present expression of 
the kingdom here on earth.] 

 
F. Mark 9:1 - Jesus told some of his disciples they would see the kingdom before they died. 

 
G. Luke 19:11, 12 - Because some expected the kingdom at that very time in Jerusalem, 

Jesus taught that he must go far away to receive the kingdom.  Therefore the kingdom 
did not come before Jesus ascended to heaven. 

 
H. Luke 22:18 - The kingdom was still future but very near. 

 
I. Acts 1:6 - The apostles were still waiting for the kingdom after Jesus' resurrection.  They 

wanted to know when it would come, but Jesus told them to wait in Jerusalem until the 
power of the Spirit should come (compare Luke 24:49; remember Mark 9:1). 

 
 
4. Many scriptures refer to the kingdom/church as present after Pentecost. 
 

Hebrews 12:28;  Colossians 1:13;  Revelation 1:6,9;  Romans 14:17;  from Acts 2 onward the 
group is in existence which is called the church many times later - Acts 5:11;  8:1,3; etc. 

 
 
5. What happened when the church/kingdom came with power on Pentecost: 
 

The apostles were awaiting power in Jerusalem as Jesus had commanded them before his 
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ascension.  Jerusalem was filled with Jewish pilgrims from many countries who had come for the 
Jewish religious feasts of Passover and Pentecost.  Many of these same people had cried out for 
Jesus' death at the recent Passover.  On Pentecost the apostles were together when the Holy 
Spirit fell upon them with power.  Jesus had promised earlier that God would give them the Spirit 
to teach them all truth and to empower them. 

 
When the great sound of the Spirit's coming was heard in the city, people ran to where the 
apostles were. Through the Spirit's power the apostles were speaking God's word in the 
languages of the Jewish pilgrims' home countries.  When some mocked and accused them of 
being drunk, Peter answered them in a sermon saying, basically, 

 
A. This is not drunkenness, but is what the prophet Joel promised, the coming of the Spirit. 

 
B. Jesus of Nazareth was accredited to you by signs and wonders, but you killed him. 

 
C. Jesus arose from the dead as David prophesied. 

 
D. We apostles are witnesses of his resurrection. 

 
E. Jesus has been exalted to the throne in heaven as David prophesied, and has sent the 

Holy Spirit. 
 

F. This Jesus whom you crucified, God has made both Lord and Christ. 
 

Many were cut to the heart and wanted to know what to do (to be forgiven).  Peter answered, 
"Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be 
forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" - Acts 2:38 NRSV.  People submitted and 
thus entered the church/kingdom (Colossians 1:13 tells us that those who have been forgiven are 
those who entered the kingdom) - compare Acts 2:47. 

 
 
Conclusion:  From this study we can see that the church or kingdom was established and opened on earth 
on the day of Pentecost after Jesus ascended to heaven.  In heaven Jesus is the ruler and head of the 
church/kingdom - Ephesians 1:19-23.  We are now ready in our next lesson to look at some of the figures 
and comparisons by which Jesus and the apostles described the church. 
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