
13:10:  but when that which is perfect is come, that which is in part shall be done away. 

 

     As noted in the discussion on verses 8b-9, spiritual gifts were given for specific 
reasons and for a specific period of time (they were given to first century Christians so 
the New Testament could be revealed and confirmed).  Since Christianity replaced the 
Old Testament system of religion (Rom. 10:4), people needed guidance for the new 
religion called Christianity.  This guidance came through spiritual gifts and these gifts 
lasted until the New Testament Scriptures were completed.  Until the New Testament 
Scriptures were finished, people were like small children (11a).  After the New 
Testament was completed, the “childish things” (spiritual gifts, 11b) were removed and 
Christians used the perfect word of God (compare Jas. 1:25).  The word perfect here in 
verse 10 is just another description for the truth (Jn. 17:17), the word of God (Acts 
4:31), the word of life (Phil. 2:16), the traditions given to the Thessalonians (2 Thess. 
2:15), the pattern of sound words (2 Tim. 1:13), and the word of grace (Acts 20:32).  
The perfect is also described as the law of Christ in Gal. 6:2 and the royal law in Jas. 
2:8.   
     The word perfect in 1 Cor. 13:10 is the exact opposite of what was incomplete and 
partial (verse 9).  As demonstrated by the following graphic, Christianity began with 
basic facts of the faith.  It took several years and several New Testament authors to 
complete the New Testament, but when the New Testament books were finished, 
Christians had the complete (the full and perfect) revelation of God’s will, so the 
spiritual gifts ceased.   
 

                    THE “IN PART” GIFTS                                    THE “PERFECT” 
 

      

 

 

 

 

     In the New Testament the word perfect (teleios) is applied to both people and God.  
In 1 Cor. 2:6 and Heb. 5:14 this term is translated “fullgrown.”  Jesus used this word in 
Mt. 5:48 to say God is “perfect.”  Jesus also said a rich young ruler could be “perfect” 
(Mt. 19:21, same word) if he sold his possessions.  In Eph. 4:13 Paul used this term to 
say the body of Christ could be built up into a “fullgrown” (perfect) man.  Paul also used 
this word in Phil. 3:15 to say some Christians are “perfect.”  Outside the New Testament 
the word perfect was applied to doctors and thieves.  It was even used to describe 
unblemished animals used for sacrifice (Brown, 2:59).  Brown also (same page) noted 
how a related form of this word was used to describe “fully-grown plants.” 
     Here in 1 Cor. 13:10, perfect means “whole” (Kittel, 8:75).  The Exegetical Dictionary 
of the New Testament (3:342) defined perfect as “perfect, complete, adult.”  “The idea of 
‘wholeness, completeness’ is always inherent in teleios” (CBL, GED, 6:267).  Perfect is 
an adjective.  Adjectives modify nouns, but in 1 Cor. 13:10, there is no noun.  The 
Greek literally reads “the perfect.” 
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     When this author first read this passage shortly after his conversion, he, like many 
others, believed the word “perfect” must refer to Jesus, heaven or Jesus’ second 
coming.  The preceding definitions for the word perfect plus the context show that 
Jesus, heaven, and Jesus’ second coming are not what Paul meant.  Heaven will be a 
“perfect place,” but this chapter does not discuss heaven.  Paul discussed Jesus’ final 
coming in his epistles, but this topic is not found in 1 Cor. 13.  Jesus is certainly 
“perfect,” as are the Father and Holy Spirit, but this chapter does not deal with the Lord, 
the Father, or the Holy Spirit.  Had Paul wanted to describe Jesus, he could have said 
“He who is perfect.”  Rather than use the masculine, Paul used the neuter (“that which 
is perfect”).  
     There are some rare instances of Jesus being described with the neuter gender (see 
Mt. 1:20 and 1 Jn. 1:1-3), but this is normally done “when some quality is being stressed 
rather than the individual per se” (Expositor’s Bible Commentary, 8:281).  Here that 
exception does not occur.  Additionally, Paul clarified what he meant even more in verse 
12.  There he said the perfect was “seen,” but it was seen “darkly.”  We do not “see 
Jesus” (even darkly) at the present tense time because He is in heaven.  Rather than 
see Jesus, the Bible says we “walk by faith and not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7, emphasis 
mine, BP).  We can “look unto the Lord” (Heb. 12:2), but we cannot see Him because 
He is reigning in heaven.  Peter specifically said we “now” “see him not” (1 Pet. 1:8, 
emphasis mine, BP). 
     In spite of the preceding information some try to cling to a related viewpoint; some 
think the word perfect describes a state (when people enter into a state of perfection, 
the spiritual gifts would cease).  It is then argued that perfection will never be reached 
on the earth, so spiritual gifts will continue until the end of time.  Others claim people did 
not witness or possess spiritual gifts after the first century because they “lacked faith,” 
they “were not properly taught,” or the gifts “were temporarily lost.”  These arguments 
are untrue and are easily disproven by examing how the New Testament uses the word 
perfect.  Readers may also wish to see some of the commentary on 13:11b. 
     In addition to the preceding information concerning the use of perfect in the New 
Testament (this word has sense of complete), it is useful to consider how the word 
perfect is later used in this book.  This same term is translated “men” in 1 Cor. 14:20 
(people are to be men—perfect—fullgrown—in contrast to babes).  This same word is 
found again in Phil. 3:15 where it is also applied to human beings.  It is used in Jas. 
1:25 to describe the Bible—God’s perfect law of liberty.  Epaphras prayed the 
Colossians would stand “perfect” in God’s will (Col. 4:12).  James spoke of being 
“perfect” and lacking in nothing (Jas. 1:4).  Those who do not “stumble in word” are 
“perfect” people (Jas. 3:2).  “Perfect” (same word) love “casts out fear” (1 Jn. 4:18).  
Translators could have chosen the word “complete” instead of the word perfect in 1 Cor. 
13:10.  Here and elsewhere the word perfect describes completeness instead of 
referring to Jesus, heaven, or a literal “perfect state” on the earth.  In the final verses of 
this chapter the “perfect” (completeness) stands in contrast to the “imperfect” (what was 
incomplete). 
     Although first century saints had some knowledge about Christianity, and they 
certainly knew the basics of the faith, there were some things that only became fully 
clear when the New Testament was completed.  For instance, there was a period of 
time when circumcision was not completely understood (Acts 15:1-31).  There were also 



some difficulties in understanding how Gentiles and the physical nation of Israel were 
associated with the gospel (Rom. 9-11).  Even the subject of death is much easier to 
understand through a completed New Testament (we know about Hades—Lk 16; what 
will happen to death at the end of time—Rev. 20:14, etc.).  Many things have been 
“brought to light” through the gospel (2 Tim. 1:10). 
     Ryle (John, 2:306) noted how the “Old Testament views of the state after death were 
not nearly so well lighted and comfortable as ours.  The removal of death’s sting, the 
resurrection and paradise, were things not nearly so well understood by the best saints 
before Christ, as they were after Christ rose again.  To most of the Jews in our Lord’s 
time, we can well believe that death was regarded as the end of all happiness and 
comfort, and the state after death as a dreary blank.  When Sadducees, who said there 
was ‘no resurrection,’ were chief rulers and high priests, we may well suppose that the 
sorrow of many Jews over the death of friends, was a ‘sorrow without hope.’  Even at 
this day, ‘the place of wailing’ at Jerusalem, where the Jews assemble to weep over the 
foundation stones of the old temple, is proof that their habit of weeping over crushed 
hopes is not yet extinct.” 
     If the book of Revelation was the last New Testament book written—and this seems 
probable—it is not surprising to find these words at the end of it:  “I testify unto every 
man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, if any man shall add unto 
them, God shall add unto him the plagues which are written in this book:  and if any 
man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away 
his part from the tree of life, and out of the holy city, which are written in this book.”  
When John finished “the words of this prophecy,” the “that which is perfect” (1 Cor. 
13:10) had come and the time for spiritual gifts had ended. 
     The end of verse 10 refers to “that which is in part.”  Before the New Testament was 
fully revealed, Christians had what was in part (meros).  As noted in the discussion on 
verse 9, this means their knowledge was “incomplete, fragmentary and transitory” 
(Brown, 2:304).  When the Bible was completed, the “perfect” (God’s full revelation to 
man) had arrived and the parts (the information and supernatural powers made 
available through spiritual gifts) were “done away.”  Paul was speaking about the 
revelation and confirmation of God’s word and the maturity of the church instead of 
Jesus or the “conditions in heaven.”  This fact may also be demonstrated in chart form 
(the following graphic is adopted from Willis, p. 381). 
 

 The in part was:  The in part items would:  After the perfect came: 

 Prophecy                      Fail   Prophecy would end 

 Tongue-speaking                Cease  Tongue speaking would end 

 Word of knowledge   Fail  The word of knowledge would end 

 Faith   Still abide  Faith would still exist 

 Hope     Still abide  Hope would still exist 

 Love       Still abide  Love would still exist 
 
     Allen (p. 165) correctly noted how not all the Bible books had to be bound into one 
volume before the miraculous gifts ceased.  The perfect (the completed revelation) only 
had to be given in its entirety and this happened.  By the time the last apostle died, the 



New Testament had been fully revealed.  If the book of Revelation was the last inspired 
book God gave to the world (many date this book about 95 A.D.), the New Testament 
was completed before 100 A.D.  From about 33 A.D. to 100 A.D., the church was in its 
“childhood” state (verses 11-12).  From about 100 A.D. on, the church is compared to a 
“full-grown man.”  With a completed Bible, Christians from about 100 A.D. onward were 
ready to live without spiritual gifts as well as without inspired men like the apostles and 
prophets. 
 
Introduction to 13:11: 
 
     Initially Christianity involved a small number of people, it was limited to a small 
geographical area, and it was initially governed by verbal direction from the apostles 
(Acts 2:42).  Within 70 years of the church being established the Christian faith had 
spread far and wide (Mk. 4:30-32; Col. 1:23) and the New Testament was completed.  
Here in 1 Cor. 13:11 Paul described the initial period of Christianity with the word “child” 
(nepios), a term that described spiritual immaturity.  There was a time when the church 
needed “childish things” (the spiritual gifts) because it lacked the completed New 
Testament.  God used spiritual gifts to help establish and strengthen the New 
Testament church, just as construction workers often use scaffolding in the initial stages 
of their work.  When the church was fully established and the instructions governing it 
were complete, the scaffolding (spiritual gifts) was removed.  For several of the other 
places in the New Testament where child occurs see Mt. 11:25; Mt. 21:16; 1 Cor. 3:1; 
Gal. 4:1, 3; Eph. 4:14 and Heb. 5:13. 
     The temporary nature of spiritual gifts is also discussed in the Ephesian letter.  In 
Eph. 4 Paul spoke of Christians who were “tossed to and fro and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, in craftiness, after the wiles of error” (Eph. 
4:14).  Paul also spoke of a time when Christians would “attain the unity of the faith” 
which comes through the completed New Testament (Eph. 4:13).  Until the New 
Testament was completed, Christians had to be content with “gifts given unto men” 
(Eph. 4:8) that helped build up and perfect the church (Eph. 4:11-12; Mk. 16:17-20).  
The following chart, which is adopted from Allen’s commentary (p. 166), shows the 
similarities between 1 Cor. 13 and Eph. 4. 
 

The Corinthians’ gifts — 13:8-10 The Ephesians’ gifts — 4:7-15 

Apostles were placed in the church (12:28) Some were made apostles (verse 11) 

Different gifts were given (12:8-10, 30) A variety of gifts and offices were given (verses 7-8, 11) 

These gifts would pass away (13:10) The gifts would be taken away (verses 11-13) 

This cessation is described by the word “when” (13:10) The cessation is described by the word “till” (verse 13) 

The gifts would cease when the “perfect” came (13:10) 
The gifts would vanish when “unity of faith” came (verse 

13) 

“Then I shall know fully” (13:12) “Knowledge of the Son of God” (verse 13) 

The “knowledge” (13:9) would be completed (13:10-12) The “fullness of Christ” would end the gifts (verse 13) 

Those with miraculous gifts saw “darkly” (13:12a) Carried about with every wind of doctrine (verse 14) 

A completed New Testament would be “face to face” 
(13:12) 

Measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ (verse 
13) 

 



     There are also these additional parallels: 
 
Before the New Testament was completed the church would be childlike.  1 
Corinthians 13:11a says,  When I was a child, I spake as a child, I felt as a child, I thought as 

a child.  Ephesians 4:14 says, that we may be no longer children, tossed to and fro and 

carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, in craftiness, after the wiles of 

error.  
 
There would be no more supernatural gifts after the church had all the 
information that made it mature.  1 Cor. 13:11b says, now that I am become a man, I 

have put away childish things.  Ephesians 4:13 says, till we all attain unto the unity of the 

faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a fullgrown man, unto the measure of the 

stature of the fullness of Christ. 

 
13:11:  When I was a child, I spake as a child, I felt as a child, I thought as a child:  now that I am 

become a man, I have put away childish things. 
 
     As noted in the introductory comments on this verse, “becoming a man” and “putting 
away childish things” further illustrate the information in verses 8-10 (the spiritual gifts 
were a temporary tool to help reveal and confirm the gospel.  When the New Testament 
was completed, these miraculous gifts ceased). 
     Paul used himself as an example in verse 11 (“I”), but he was ultimately thinking of 
all Christians (notice the “we” in 12a).  Until the New Testament was completed, Paul 
and all the other first century saints had some dependency upon spiritual gifts.  A time 
was coming (the end of the first century—see again the commentary on verse 9) when 
these gifts were no longer necessary and God permanently deactivated them. 
     Some think there is a triple analogy between infancy and spiritual gifts.  “Spoke as a 
child” has been compared to tongue speaking, “feeling as a child” (ASV) or 
“understanding as a child” (KJV) has been likened to the miraculous gift of prophecy, 
and “thinking as a child” has been equated to the gift of knowledge.  Whether Paul 
intended a three point comparison or not, he was looking forward to the time when 
spiritual gifts would be replaced by spiritual adulthood (the completed New Testament).  
Many today, however, do not want spiritual adulthood.  Many want the spiritual gifts 
used during the infant state of the first century church.  In fact, most want God’s 
completed Word plus these gifts, but this chapter affirms that this is impossible.  When 
the Bible was fully revealed, the gifts had fulfilled their purpose and were removed.  This 
point is so important that, as noted in the preceding chart, it is also discussed in Eph. 
4:7-15. 
     Allen (p. 167) noted how the “key verse in this comparison is Eph. 4:13 which states 
that the gifts were to continue ‘until’ (an adverb of time indicating when) the saints 
attained the unity of the faith.  Some have understood this as a reference to the unity of 
all believers in Christ.  They contend that the gifts will last until the sects and 
denominations become one united church.  That view cannot be correct in light of Eph. 
4:3 which urged the brethren to keep or maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace.  How could they keep what they did not have?  The church was then united.  
That was a time before sectarianism, as we know it, had arisen.  Thus, it is clear that 
Paul did not mean the gifts were to continue until all man-made churches are united.” 



     Allen also (p. 167) correctly noted how the word faith “is used in at least two ways in 
the New Testament.  Subjectively (Rom. 4:9; 5:1), it refers to the trust in God one has in 
his heart (Thayer, p. 512).  Objectively, it means the message of God, the thing to be 
believed (Thayer, p. 513; Vine, vol. II, p. 71).  Subjective faith is not under consideration 
at Eph. 4:13.  Rather than ‘the unity of faith’ it refers to the ‘unity of the faith.’  The New 
Testament message or system of faith is contemplated (see Jude 3; Acts 6:7; 24:24).  
At Eph. 4:13, Paul was saying God’s new revelation reached unity, oneness, completion 
or perfection when all parts of the faith had been given.  He also concluded that the gifts 
would then cease.  If the New Testament is complete, gifts have ended.”  
     The verb translated “put away” (katargeo) is important.  As noted in the commentary 
on verse 8b, this word has “the sense of ‘to render inactive,’ ‘to condemn to inactivity,’” 
and “put out of use” (Kittel, 1:452).  Kittel’s definition for this word in this verse is “to 
destroy.”  Paul said God was going to do away with the supernatural gifts in their 
entirety—when this time came, the gifts would be 100% gone.  This single word shows 
that spiritual gifts were for a specific time period and when this time period ended, the 
gifts would come to a permanent end.  This point is reinforced with the verb “become” (a 
perfect tense verb).  People become an adult and stay an adult—the state of infancy is 
past.  Since this is how things work in the physical realm, Paul was able to use this 
principle to illustrate the duration of spiritual gifts.  When the time of spiritual adulthood 
came (the New Testament was fully revealed), the things associated with spiritual 
immaturity (the gifts) would be permanently put away. 
     Based on what Paul said, the gifts used by the Corinthians and other first century 
Christians were not “lost” as people sometimes claim.  Neither did these gifts lapse into 
a state of inactivity and people were able to “reactivate” them at a later time.  It is also 
incorrect to say that people lost the ability to use gifts because they “lacked faith” or the 
gifts were not available because people had been “improperly taught” about them.  God 
took away these gifts around the close of the first century and they will never again 
appear on the earth.  Anyone who now or in the future claims to have one or more 
supernatural gifts from the Holy Spirit is either lying or is deceived (compare 2 Thess. 
2:9, 11).  Any past claims about spiritual gifts that are associated with the middle of the 
second century and onward must also be regarded as false. 
     The Liberty Commentary (p. 418) noted how Paul illustrated “his point by likening it 
to the maturation of a person from infancy to manhood.  A child speaks, reasons, and 
assimilates knowledge at the level of his maturity.  Paul’s use of 
spake...understood...thought seem to correspond respectively to ‘tongues,’ 
‘prophecy,’ and ‘knowledge’ above.  If this is the case, it is reasonable to expect 
changes to occur.”  These changes were the end of spiritual gifts and the complete 
revelation of Scripture.  The spiritual gifts were “fragmentary and only a means to an 
end” (ibid). 
     Howley, Bruce, and Ellison (A New Testament Commentary, p. 405) said:  “The 
tenses employed give force to the illustration; three imperfects—spoke, thought, 
reasoned—denoting habitual action in the past (the imperfect tense, BP), followed by a 
perfect—when I became a man...giving the sense of completeness.”  Just as childhood 
is a necessary part of life, so spiritual gifts were a necessary part in the founding of the 
New Testament church. 
 
13:12a:  For now we see in a mirror, darkly; but then face to face:   



 
     Building on the information in verses 10-11, the first part of verse 12 provides 
additional information about the ancient spiritual gifts.  Paul told the Corinthians they 
could “now” “see in a mirror, darkly.”  The word now (arti) described the moment this 
letter was written.  The word see (blepo) is a present tense verb and it is plural (note the 
pronoun “we”).  The words now and see tell us that when this letter was written the 
Christians had a knowledge of Christianity (this was being partially accomplished by 
spiritual gifts), but there were some things about this faith that had not been fully 
revealed because the New Testament was not yet complete (this point is more fully 
discussed in the commentary on 13:10). 
     Darkly (ainigma) occurs only here in the New Testament; in Classical Greek this 
term described a “‘riddle,’ a statement whose meaning required some explanation in 
order to be fully understood” (CBL, GED, 1:105 and compare Ezek. 17:2).  The 
Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament (1:40) defined darkly as a “blurred outline.”  
Lenski (First Corinthians, p. 568) said the “ancients used metal mirrors, yet we should 
not suppose that these mirrors were dull and offered only a dim reflection; they were 
bright enough.”  The first Christians had sufficient information to let them do what 
needed done (consider again the quote from Lenski), but it was only when the New 
Testament was completed that people saw “face to face” (i.e. they had the completed 
New Testament and were thus able to “discern perfectly his nature, will, purposes,” 
Thayer, p. 551). 
     The contrast between seeing clearly and seeing darkly is parallel to the previous 
material in this chapter:  A child eventually becomes a man (verse 11) and the in part 
was to be replaced by the perfect (verse 10).  When the perfect came (10a), the in part 
(the child or dark mirror) would vanish (10b, 11b, 12b).  The image of a mirror was an 
ideal object to express this truth.  Paul may have also chosen the mirror illustration 
because Corinth was famous for producing bronze mirrors.  Today the completed New 
Testament serves as a perfect mirror for all people (compare Jas. 1:23-25).   
     In the middle of this verse the text says, then face to face.  Some understand this 
expression to mean Christians will one day see God “face to face,” but this is incorrect.  
Face to face is another way of saying God has given us all things that pertain unto life 
and godliness (2 Pet. 1:3).  Face to face describes an “intimate relationship” (Baker’s 
Dictionary of Theology, p. 208).  A similar expression is found in Num. 12:8 (God spoke 
to Moses “mouth to mouth”).  This means Moses had close, intimate fellowship with 
God.  Spiritual gifts were useful, but they could not fully provide the close, intimate 
fellowship with God we now achieve through the 27 books of the New Testament.  
Although those who now claim to speak in tongues say their “gift” gives them closeness 
and intimacy with God, Paul said true and full intimacy would come through the 
completed Scriptures.  While the saved will surely learn even more about God and have 
greater fellowship with Him in eternity, that point is not discussed here. 
     The CBL (First Corinthians, p. 433) noted how mirrors (esoptron) “were a specialty of 
Corinth, but they were made of polished brass so the image was dim at best.  Silvering 
glass was not discovered until the 13th Century.  This makes the point of Paul’s 
illustration most obvious.”  As noted in the preceding paragraph, Paul told the 
Corinthians a time was coming when God would give something (the completed New 
Testament) that would allow people to see fully and completely (“face to face”). 



     Aside from here, the word for mirror occurs only in Jas. 1:23.  It is also interesting to 
note that in the Old Testament the Hebrew word for mirror is identical to the word for 
“visions” (compare Num. 12:6). 
 
13:12b:  now I know in part; but then shall I know fully even as also I was fully known. 

 
     In the latter part of this verse Paul continued to contrast the temporary supernatural 
gifts with the future completion of the New Testament Scriptures.  He said he (and by 
implication others) “knew in part” (meros).  Thayer (p. 401) defined in part as “in part, 
partially, i.e. imperfectly.”  Until the faith was once for all time revealed (Jude 3), 
Christians had to make do with partial revelation and spiritual gifts.  This was even true 
for the apostles.  These men received many special powers from the Holy Spirit, but 
even they had to work without a completed New Testament. 
     Some have said we cannot “fully know” things in this life, so the reference to 
“knowing fully” must be associated with Jesus’ second coming or heaven.  This 
argument, just like the preceding arguments involving the word “perfect” (see the 
discussion on verse 10), is based on using English definitions for Greek words. 
     The term translated “fully know” (epiginosko) is used twice in verse 12 as well as 
many other places in the New Testament.  When this word is studied, it is readily 
apparent that God says we can and we do “fully know” many things in this life.  Here are 
some of the other passages in the New Testament that have this same term:  
 

 Mk. 7:16 —  You shall “know” them by their fruits 
 Lk. 7:37 — A woman “knew” Jesus was at someone’s house 
 Lk. 23:7 — Pilate “knew” Jesus was of Herod’s jurisdiction 
 Acts 12:14 — A woman “knew” Peter’s voice 
 Acts 19:34 — They “perceived” (knew) he was a Jew 
 Acts 22:29 — A man “knew” Paul was a Roman 
 2 Cor. 1:13 — “Acknowledge” (know) to the end, not after the end. 
 1 Tim. 4:3 — Believe and “know” the truth 
 2 Pet. 2:21 — People have “known” the way of righteousness 

 
     As these preceding references show, especially 1 Tim. 4:3 and 2 Pet. 2:21, the word 
translated fully known and know fully in verse 12 is used to say that we can and we do 
know many things in life.  Paul used this term here because it was the perfect word to 
describe the completed New Testament.  If the completed New Testament does not 
give us full knowledge about Christianity, God has not given us all the information we 
need to love and serve Him.  We do not have the “perfect law of liberty” (Jas. 1:25) that 
“completes us” (2 Tim. 3:16-17).  Neither do we have “all things that pertain to life and 
godliness” (2 Pet. 1:3).  Furthermore, if spiritual gifts are still available, the following 
questions remain unanswered. 
 

 Why claim that only some gifts are now available or now in use?  Why do people 
claim gifts like tongue speaking, but no one raises the dead?  Why do people 
never drink deadly poison without harm?  Why do we not find instances of people 
handling deadly snakes without suffering injury or death (Mk. 16:18)?  If people 



still have the power first century Christians had, they should be eagerly and 
willingly demonstrating their gifts because Jesus said these supernatural abilities 
would “confirm the word” (Mk. 16:20). 

 
 If the “perfect” is not the word of God and spiritual gifts are still available, how do 

we know if the Bible is complete?  How do we disprove claims that say God is 
still revealing His word?  Since supernatural signs were directly linked with the 
revelation of the Scriptures, if the signs have continued, the revelation of the 
Scriptures is still incomplete. 
 

 If God is still giving inspired messages to man, who are His spokespeople?  Do 
we look to Joseph Smith?  David Koresh?  Mary Baker Eddy?  Jim Jones?  
Mohammed?  How do we determine who is an inspired spokesman for God and 
who is not?  Also, are the “new revelations” from God superior to the 27 books of 
the New Testament, inferior to these books, or equal to these books?  If the 
supernatural gifts have not ceased, the canon of the New Testament is still a 
work in progress.     
 

 
 
 


