


7:5-7 ECCLESIASTES

184. State the two reasons given in verse seven for listening
to a wise man.,

PARAPHRASE. 7:5-7

Grave admonitions which are directed toward us from a
wise men are better than listening to the singing of fools. The
laughter of fools accomplishes about as much as burning nettles
under a kettle—it is but a meaningless illusion. For oppression
will make a wise man foolish and a bribe will destroy his
understanding.

COMMENT 7:5-7

Solomon is still contending that one should maintain a good
name and protect it. His argument has been that if we give
sober consideration to the lessons gained from reflecting on
death, rather than pursuing foolish pleasures, we will discover
those truths which will enable us to protect our reputation.
He continues to argue for the same cause. However, he now
suggests that our attention should be directed toward the
rebuke from wise men. If we listen and accept the admonition,
this will cause us to develop into wise men, too.

v. 5 It is not encouragement that comes from the lips of
the wise man, but stern rebuke. The idea is one of offering
grave admonition that heals and strengthens while it wounds.
Much of life is this way. Physical muscles must be broken
down through hard work or exercise before they can be rebuilt
with firmness and strength. Sometimes suffering is the direct
result of sin. In such instances the sinner has found a friend
when he discovers one who will rebuke him with the truth
mingled with love and long-suffering. The rebuke of the wise
is a blessing in disguise. Rebuke, with a view to repentance
and renewal of spirit, has always been characteristic of God’s
prophetic word. Prophets, apostles and gospel preachers have
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7:11 - ECCLESIASTES
.- FACT QUESTIONS 7:10

341. The adverse conditions of the present time may be the
result of what? -

342. List the three signs of lack of wisdom noted by Solomon.

343. Discuss the attitude a wise man has toward his own .
present age.

h. Wisdom is betfer;than haughty judgment. 7:11
TEXT 7:11

11 Wisdom along w1th an inheritance is good and an advantage

to those who see the sun..

: THOUGHT QUESTIONS 7:11
191. Who are the ones. meant by ‘“those who see the sun’?
192. Wisdom plus what is an advantage?
" PARAPHRASE 7:11

Wisdom like an inheritance is good and is profitable to

those who are now living upon the earth.
COMMENT 7:11

There are two ways to view this verse. One suggests that
wisdom ““plus” an inheritance is good. The other is that wisdom
“like” an inheritance is good. The original language will
permit either. The English translations are varied.

Wisdom is likened unto an inheritance. This suggests that

it is a permanent possession. An inheritance was kept in the
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ADVERSE CIRCUMSTANCES 7:12

family to be passed on from parents to children. It is wisdom,
however, that is under discussion and not an inheritance.
Wisdom is good like an inheritance, it is permanent like an
inheritance, and it is superior to an inheritance. Other related
passages in Ecclesiastes verify these conclusions. It is also true
that wisdom enhances the value of an inheritance. However,
when one is reduced to wisdom alone, he still has the greater
treasure. Note Proverbs 3:13-14: ““How blessed is the man who
finds wisdom, and the man who gains understanding. For
its profit is better than the profit of silver and its gain than
fine gold.”

There is also a reciprocal nature that exists between wisdom
and money: Wisdom lends value to wealth and wealth lends
prestige to wisdom.

Wisdom is an advantage to those who see the sun. This
conveys the idea that one can make more of life upon this earth
than normally thought. The word ‘‘advantage” probably does
not mean financial increase but rather that wisdom will add
more to the enjoyment and purpose of living than would an
inheritance. This conclusion is also supported by verse twelve.

FACT QUESTIONS 7:11

344. Give the two ways the first part of this verse can be
interpreted.

345. Why doesn’t the original language settle the issue?

346. Give reasons why wisdom is superior to an inheritance.

347. Discuss what is meant by wisdom being an advantage
to those who possess it.

i. Wisdom is better than money. 7:12
TEXT 7:12
12 For wisdom is protection just as money is protection. But
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7:12 ECCLESIASTES

the advantage of knowledge is that wisdom preserves the
lives of its’ possessors ‘

" THOUGHT QUESTIONS 7:12

193. What advantage does wisdom have over money?
194. Wisdom leads us to whom? (Cf. Proverbs 8:35).

PARAPHRASE 7:12

To live beneath the shadow or. shelter of wisdom is like living
beneath the shadow or shelter of wealth, but there is the added
blessing with wisdom and that is the blessmg of knowing that
wisdom gives life to its possessors..

COMMENT 7:12

This verse adds another comparison to the growing list
that exists between wisdom and other possessions which are
discovered upon the earth. It is intended to help the reader
understand that a wise man will value knowledge, which is
synonomous with wisdom in this instance, above other things.
To maintain a good name, one must place wisdom at the top
of his priorities.

The additional comparison here is to 111ustrate the protective
nature of wisdom. Yet, wisdom has greater value than offering
protection to the one who possesses it. Solomon states that
wisdom also preserves or keeps the one who possesses it. The
analogy of the ‘“shadow’” is appropriate in that the heat of
adversity (“oppression” v. 7) is evidently threatening. The
shadow offers a shelter of protection from such heat. One can
escape from certain threats in life by employing wisdom just
as he can escape certain threats through the use of money.
(Cf. v. 11) Examples of how both wisdom and money serve in
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ADVERSE CIRCUMSTANCES 7:13-14

this capacity are found in Ecclesiastes 9:15 and Proverbs 13:8.

Some translations suggest more the idea that wisdom gives
life rather than preserves life. The idea of giving life is con-
sonant with other passages in the Bible which speak to the
subject. One example is found in I Samuel 2:6, 8: “The Lord
kills and makes alive; He brings down to Sheol and raises
up. . . He raises the poor from the dust, He lifts the needy
from the ash heap.” It is also true that wisdom preserves life.
(Cf. Proverbs 3:18) Either way, wisdom is the prize possesssion.

FACT QUESTIONS 7:12

348. Is knowledge synonomous with wisdom as it is used in
this verse?

349. Name the distinctive advantage that wisdom now offers.

350. Why is the analogy of the shadow appropriate?

351. What variations of translations appear in the last half
of this verse? Discuss.

j. Trusting God for tomorrow is better than
knowing about tomorrow. 7:13-14

TEXT 7:13-14

13 Consider the work of God, for who is able to straighten
what He has bent?

14 In the day of prosperity be happy, but in the day of ad-
versity consider—God has made the one as well as the other
so that man may not discover anything that will be after him.

THOUGHT QUESTIONS 7:13-14

195. Note the similarities between 7:13 and 8:17. List them.
196. Can man discover the work of God? (Cf. 3:11)
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7:13-14 ECCLESIASTES"

197. What reason-is offered that man should accept both the
good days and.the bad?

198. Give evidence from this passage that man cannot predict
the future: events as God works them out.

. PARAPHRASE 7:13-14

Look into and thoughtfully weigh the things which God
has done, and yet you will never be able to straighten out
what he has bent—that which has grown crooked because of
sin. Rejoice when days are good and life goes well, but watch
for the bad days for they will come too—God has made them
both, placed them side by side so man will never know what
lies ahead of him.

COMMENT 7:13-14

v. 13 A wise man will consider the work of God. There are
unlimited advantages in searching out God’s involvement in
His world. Some of these advantages have been clearly stated
in the previous verses. Now others are called to the readet’s
attention. Certain traits of a fool, such as a haughty impatient
spirit, can be averted if one seriously fixes his mind on God
and his works. '

The 1nab111ty to alter the plans of God and the awareness
that He is in complete control of His world results in humility
on the part of men who consider this. Such action also causes
one to discover serenity and calmness as anxieties are eliminated
and trust is exercised. These are positive benefits from acknowl-
edging that man cannot straighten what God has bent. The
declaration here is positive confirmation that God has ultimate
control of every-day events which are often so besetting to
men. Man is not capable of arranging the events and cir-
cumstances of life in such a way as to satisfy his own ends.
Otherwise, he would not remain under the burden of oppression.
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ADVERSE CIRCUMSTANCES 7:13-14

A wise man will, therefore, acknowledge that what he cannot
change or control he will accept. It is comparable to the declar-
ation of Paul who wrote, “And we know that God causes all
things to work together for good to those who love God, to
those who are called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28).
Additional evidence of Paul’s wisdom is found in Philippians
4:11-12 when he writes, ‘‘Not that I speak from want; for I
have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.
I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know
how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have
learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of
having abundance and suffering need.”

How can God make anything crooked? The term ‘“‘crooked”
is used in reference to the wicked, as it is stated that God
“. . . makes crooked the way of the wicked” (Psalms 146:9).
Study once again the COMMENTS on 1:135. It is said that God
makes things crooked only because His righteous judgments
demand penalties be attached to the violations of His commands. -

v. 14 “In the day of prosperity be happy.” This is in harmony
with the wise man’s conclusions (Cf. 2:24, 3:12 and 3:22).
Both the good days and evil days will serve the higher purposes
of God. Therefore, one should learn to cope with the trouble-
some days as well as enjoy the good ones. He should realize
that God remains the same regardless of the emotional ‘“‘ups”
and ‘“‘downs” experienced by men. One indication of a person
being mature is that he is not unduly influenced by his environ-
ment. Such a person maintains a spiritual constancy under
all circumstances. Inner peace is a mark of wisdom. Discontent,
longing for the former days, and giving anger a place in the
heart are the marks of a fool. God does not allow us to see
the future. Withholding such information from men should
cause him to learn to look to God. Peter suggested that we
cast our all upon Him and trust Him. (Cf. I Peter 5:7)

The remaining part of this verse corresponds with the former
verse. There is the additional thought, however, that man
cannot know if tomorrow will be a good day or an evil one.
The conclusion is that man should learn to rejoice in the day
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7:15 "ECCLESIASTES

of prosperity and thoughtfully consider the true nature of
God when evil days are experienced. No man can know what
will be after him. “After him” does not refer to eternity;
neither does it refer to some period of time upon the earth"
after one dies:-The context demands the- interpretation we :
have given: No man knows what tomorrow will hold for Aim.

, FACT QUESTIONS 7:13-14

352. Read the COMMENTS on these two verses and then write
your own summary as to what you think Solomon is saying.

353. After reading the COMMENTS on 1:15, explain what is
meant by the statement that God makes things crooked.

354. What will be the end result in one’s life when he finally
acknowledges that God has ultimate control of all things?

355. What should one do in the days of prosperity?

356. What should one do in the days of adversity?

357. Identify one indicator that a person is mature.

358. What is meant by *“after him” in the last part of verse 14?

2. This-lesson is taﬁght even when the oppoéite
appears to be true. 7:15-18
a. The wicked are rewarded and the righteous suffer, 7:15
TEXT 7:15
15 T have seen everythirig during my lifetime of futility; thefe
is a righteous man who perishes in his righteousness, and
there is a wicked man who prolongs his life in his wickedness.

THOUGHT QUESTIONS 7:15

198. What two “‘crooked’ ways are apparent?
199. What word qualifies “lifetime”?
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ADVERSE CIRCUMSTANCES 7:15
PARAPHRASE 7:15 . .

I have seen everything during my short stay on this earth!
I have seen death come swiftly to cut off the righteous man in
the midst of his righteous activities. I have seen the wicked
man live for a long time in spite of his wickedness.

COMMENT 7:15

Can a man interpret the riddle of life which states that the
innocent perish while the wicked prosper? He can if he is a
wise man. Wisdom offers the advantage of looking beyond
the apparent anomalies to the higher purposes of God.

Not only is life transitory and unfulfilling, it is also in-
consistent. A wise man will acknowledge the inequities but
he will not despair. He will remember that God controls the
ultimate outcome.

There is a sense in which man receives an equitable return
for his investment in life whether that investment is made in
righteousness or in wickedness. (Cf. Proverbs 10:28, 11:21)
However, there are exceptions to the rule that ‘“Whatever a
man sows he shall also reap.” At the same time, the exceptions
are but temporary—that is it only appears for a short time
that the righteous suffer and the wicked prosper (Cf. 8:12-13).
Solomon does not propose to his readers that they pursue
wickedness because it pays or shun righteousness because
suffering is often associated with it. He is still speaking to
the theme of a good name. He points to the apparent reversal
of the rules because this is a facet of life that wise men will
eventually face. The next two verses in this chapter amplify
his contention.

FACT QUESTIONS 7:15

359. What riddle of life is stated?
360. Why will a wise man not despair over the success of the
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7:16-17 . ECCLESIASTES"

wicked? - -

361. Is Solomon suggesting that one pursue w1ckedness because
it pays? Explam

362. What goal is Solomon still trymg to achleve?

b. Warnings against thé wrong interpretations of life 7:16-17
. TEXT 7:16-17

16 Do not be excessively: righteous, and do not be overly wise.
Why should. you tuin yourself?
17 Do not be excessively wicked, and do not be a fool. Why
should you die before your time? :

THOUGHT QUESTIONS 7:16-17

200. What kind of righteousness is undesirable? (Cf. Matthew
5:20; Philippians 3:9; Luke 18:10-14). =

201. What kind of w1sdom is undesirable? (Cf. I Corlnthlans
3:19) :

202. What will cause one to die before his time?

PARAPHRASE 7:16-17

Avoid self-righteousness and putting your trust in a false
wisdom which is of this world. Both of these things will ruin
you; so why destroy yourself? Why play the role of a fool
through excessive wickedness? Such behavior will lead you
to an early gravel

COMMENT 7:16-17.

v. 16 There is a righteousness that is unhealthy and a wisdom
which should be avoided. One would normally pursue both.
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ADVERSE CIRCUMSTANCES 7:16-17

However, upon closer study of the Word of God, it is apparent
that there is a kind of righteousness that causes spiritual and
mental harm. There is also a wisdom which fosters pride and
produces a false foundation upon which to build a life.

We call this kind of righteousness ‘‘self-righteousness.” It
questions God’s dealings and judgments. (Cf. Romans 9:19ff.)
It elevates man and leads him into arrogancy. It is this strained,
dangerous righteousness that Jesus publicly derided and
condemned. (Cf. Matthew 23; Luke 18:10-14) Solomon is warn-
ing his readers against such temptations as this will lead
them to grow bitter and resentful. Especially would this be a
threat when the truly righteous person is persecuted and suffers
while the wicked person prospers. Losing sight of God’s higher
purposes in history will lead to a crooked or perverted sense
of ethical behavior. This is vividly illustrated in the words
of Malachi 3:13-15: “ ‘Your words have been arrogant against
Me,’ says the Lord. ‘Yet you say, “What have we spoken
against Thee?”’ ‘You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God; and
what profit is it that we have kept His charge, and that we
have walked in the mourning before the Lord of hosts? So now
we call the arrogant blessed; not only are the doers of wicked-
ness built up, but they also test God and escape.” ’”* Such
attitudes and behavior are indeed dangerous. If you persist
in this direction, Solomon states, you will “ruin yourself.”

He also warns against false wisdom. Here again the Bible
is clear concerning the type of wisdom which destroys. This
wisdom grows out of self-righteousness. Paul wrote concerning
it: “For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God.
For it is written, ‘he is the One who catches the wise in their
craftiness’; and again, ‘The Lord knows the reasonings of the
wise, that they are useless * ”’ (I Corinthians 3:19-20). The wise
man will not ruin himself. He will cope with the pressures
of the day as he properly interprets the events of life in the
light of God’s overall purpose. Once again, Paul summarized
the proper attitude one should have when he said, ‘‘For through
the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to
think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to
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7:16-17 : ECCLESIASTES

think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to
each a measure of faith” (Romans 12:3).

v. 17 God can neither condone nor encourage the slightest
degree of wickedness. This statement in verse 17, like the
preceding ones, must be explained in the context of the passage.
Solomon is pointing out that righteousness is not immediately
rewarded. Neither does God’s judgment fall suddenly upon
all who engage in wickedness. However, this does not give
one God’s approval to sin. Neither does the wise man interpret
it as discouraging righteousness. One is indeed a fool if he
thinks that he can entangle himself in sin and not pay the
pendlty for such involvement. As it is written, “The fear of
the Lord prolongs life, but the years of the wicked will be
shortened” (Proverbs 10:27). Exceptions to this rule are just
that—exceptions! No sin will go unpunished forever. This
principle is foundational and is expressed throughout the
Bible.

There can be no such thing as excessiveness in true r1ghteous
ness. There are no limitations which God places upon us in
respect to true wisdom. On the other hand, God cannot approve
of any sin, nor does He want man to play the part of a fool.
The explanation given here to the problems of these two verses
is in harmony with the general purposes of Scripture. Further-
more, it fits the immediate context of this chapter. Solomon’s
contention is to find a wise man. He will be a man who protects
himself from the deceitfulness of self-righteousness, the power
of self-indulgence, the destruction of self-esteem and the pitfalls
of foolishness. He will not knowingly ruin himself or die be-
fore his time.

FACT QUESTIONS 7:16-17

363. What kind of righteousness should be avoided?

364. Why would one be tempted to grow bitter and resentful?

365. What will happen to a person who persists in the wrong
kind of righteousness?
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ADVERSE CIRCUMSTANCES 7:18

366. False wisdom grows out of what?

367. Should long life for the wicked and short life for the
righteous be considered exceptions to the general rules
of life? Explain.

368. A wise man will protect himself from what four general
areas which, if pursued, could kill him before his time?

c¢. Choose the best in life. 7:18
TEXT 7:18
18 It is good that you grasp one thing and also not let go
of the other, for the one who fears God comes forth with
both of them.
THOUGHT QUESTIONS 7:18
203. Identify the two things one should hold on to. (vs. 16, 17)
204. What condition must one meet in order to come forth
with both of them?
PARAPHRASE 7:18
It is good that you take hold of the true righteousness, and
also that you grasp the idea that you should not lead a life of
sin. Hold on to both of these for the one who departs from
evil and seeks the good will escape the power of wickedness.
COMMENT 7:18
Solomon is now admonishing his readers to follow the
wisdom of acting upon the previously stated observations. He

adds the incentive that if they will do this, they will always
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7:18 * 'ECCLESIASTES

be free from the evils which destroy us and kill us before our
time. The condition that must be met which enables one to
maintain his good name and attain unto wisdom is to practice
the fear of God. This fear is a healthy reverence for God which
results in departing from evil and following that which is good.
Such pious activity will safeguard: one against the dangers
delineated in the two preceding verses.

The latter part of this verse presents a problem in translation
and subsequently in interpretation. The Anchor Bible reads:
‘“He who fears God will consider both sides.” In a footnote
on this verse, the translators openly state that it does not refer
to “wisdom” and ‘‘folly” but to both sides of a question. How-
ever, there is. more involved here than just the investigation
of both sides of a question..-Solomon is specific in pointing
to the evils of self-righteousness, false wisdom, indulging in
wickedness, and acting foolishly. The pursuit of any of these
evils would destroy one’s good name. The high good of attain-
ing unto wisdom would thus be missed.

The New American Standard Version states that the wise
‘man will “come forth with both of them.” In this: case the
them would refer to purity of life and wisdom. The preposition
“with”’ suggests that he desires to have them and figuratively
holds them in his hands.

An opposite view is that the them refers to self-righteousness
and folly, and that the wise man will escape from them. The
following translations are based on this interpretation: ‘For
he who fears God will come forth- from every case” (Leupold);
“, .. he that feareth God shall escape from all’”’ (Hengstenberg).

"Although the difficulty in translation exists, the main
message is not diminished. Solomon is teaching that the wise
man, who labors to maintain his good name, will do all within
his power to ‘“turn away from evil and do good” (I Peter 3:10).
In his honest pursuit he will be delivered from the snare of
the Devil and he will come forth with righteousness and wis-
dom in his hand. -
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ADVERSE CIRCUMSTANCES 7:19
FACT QUESTIONS 7:18

369. What incentive to do good does Solomon now suggest?

370. Define “‘fear” as it is used in this verse.

371. Identify and explain the two main interpretations of the
latter part of the verse.

372. Explain what the main message of the verse is, and why
neither interpretation violates the primary lesson of this
section,

3. Wisdom leads to proper attitudes and conduct. 7:19-22
a. Wisdom strengthens the wise. 7:19
TEXT 7:19

19 Wisdom strengthens a wise man more than ten rulers who
are in a city.

THOUGHT QUESTIONS 7:19

20S. What theme is still under discussion?
206. What is of greater value than ten rulers who rule a city?

PARAPHRASE 7:19
Wisdom is strength to a wise man; more strength than ten

rulers, although they are surrounded by their advisors, masters
in their own right, and dwelling in a city.

COMMENT 7:19

Wisdom gives strength. This is the first observation in a list
that runs through verse twenty-two. When wisdom is accepted
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7:19 ECCLESIASTES

as a companion, strength of such proportion is added to one
that ten competent leaders cannot equal. Some argue that the
verb will not allow “strengthen” but rather conveys'the idea
of a separate entity that can be called upon to fight for and
defend the one who calls for such assistance. It -has previously
been noted that wisdom is better than money (v. 12), and
here it is declared to be better than the accumulative power
of ten rulers in a city. They may be wise in the ways of the
world, but if they do not “fear” the Lord, they do not possess
the true strength. As Psalms 127:1-2 states: “Unless the Lord
builds the house, they labor in vain who built it; unless the
Lord guards the city, the watchman keeps awake in vain. It
is vain for you to rise up early, to retire late, to eat the bread
of painful labors; for He gives to His beloved even in his sleep.”

The fact that “‘ten” rulers are mentioned is used by some
to argue for a late date for the writing of Ecclesiastes on the
basis that ten rulers often ruled Hellenistic towns and this is
a reference to such instances. However, ten has a significant
meaning in all Biblical periods. It represents completeness
and may be suggesting nothing more than the fact that true
wisdom is better than the accumulated wisdom of ten men
which suggests in this context the complete, united effort of
the strength of all non-wisdom sources. For the use of the
number ten in Bible times, study the following:

(1) The ten antediluvian patriarchs: Adam, Seth, Enosh,
Kenan, Mabhalalel, Jared, Enoch, Methuselah,
Lamech and Noah (Genesis 5);

(2) The ten righteous men who would have saved Sodom
(Genesis 18);

(3) The ten plagues of Egypt (Exodus 8-12);

(4) The ten commandments (Exodus 20);

(5) The ten servants of Gideon (Judges 6);

(6) The ten elders who accompanied Boaz (Ruth 4);

(7) The ten virgins of the parable (Matthew 25);

(8) The ten pieces of silver (Luke 15);

(9) The ten servants entrusted with ten pounds (Luke 19);
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ADVERSE CIRCUMSTANCES 7:20

(10) The ten days tribulation predicted for the church of
Smyrna (Revelation 2)!

The recognition that the ten rulers are in a city is also signif-
icant. Power, resources and authority would be assets of a
city. In addition, there would be many from whom the rulers
would be selected which suggests the choice of talented and
competent men. The import is that of a superlative: Wisdom
is a better companion and offers greater benefits than ten
of the finest rulers chosen from the major population centers
of the land. In light of the various ways the number ten is
employed in the Bible, it would be a mistake to attribute signif-
icance to it beyond that which has been discussed here.

FACT QUESTIONS 7:19
373. What is the first benefit of wisdom as noted here?
374. Why is the number ten used in this verse?
375. What is meant by the term superlative?
376. Why say the ten rulets are in a city?
b. Wisdom leads one to see his own sin. 7:20

TEXT 7:20

20 Indeed, there is not a righteous man on earth who con-
tinually does good and who never sins.

! William Taylor Smith, “Significant Numbers,” The International Standard Bible
Encyclopaedia (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1947), 1V,
p. 2162. This summary is taken in part from the article ‘“The Number Ten.”
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7:20 <t .ECCLESIASTES
THOUGHT QUESTIONS 7:20

207. What truth is stated here that is also taught in Romans
. 3:10?
208. In the llght of this verse, why does man need wisdom
as a corrective?
209. Write a definition of righteous.

" PARAPHRASE 7:20

There isn’t a man on earth who doesn’t need wisdom. Where
is the righteous man who always does good and never sins?
He cannot be found!

COMMENT 7:20

This second benefit of wisdom-—to teach us to be humble
and to depend upon strength gained apart from human re-
sources—is based on the conclusion of the former verse. Israel
had the treasure of revelation and this alone should have kept
her free from the wickedness which typified the heathen com-
munities around her. Such wisdom should also eliminate the
evils of self-righteousness which would be the major temptation
of those who possessed the true revelation.

Since there is no man so righteous that he always does what
is best, it logically follows that he needs all the assistance he
can get. Wisdom is the very best source -of such assistance.

Solomon had previously asked, ‘“Who can say, ‘I have
cleansed my heart, I am pure from my sin’ ” (Proverbs 20:9)?
A section of Solomon’s prayer at the dedication of the Temple
spoke to this point when he said, “When they sin against Thee
(for there is no man who does not sin) and Thou art angry
with them and dost deliver them to an enemy, so that they
take them away captive to the land of the enemy, far off or
near, if they take thought in the land where they have been
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ADVERSE CIRCUMSTANCES 7:21-22

taken captive, and repent and make supplication to Thee in
the land of those who have taken them captive, saying, ‘We
have sinned and have committed iniquity, we have acted
wickedly’ ” (I Kings 8:46-47). Repentance and confession
are fruit of wisdom. In Solomon’s prayer he forsees the people
of God following this path of healing back to God. It is a
wise man who recognizes that he has need of strength to with-
stand temptation, and also see the pathways to repentance,
supplication, and forgiveness should his own strength fail him.
No man, on his own, is able to hold on to the best pathways
of life. He needs the strength which wisdom affords.

FACT QUESTIONS 7:20

377. What is the second benefit of wisdom? :

378. What characteristic identified those of the heathen com-
munity?

379. What special temptation is presented to those who have
revelation from God?

380. What fruit of wisdom did Solomon speak of in his dedi-
catory prayer at the Temple?

c. Wisdom protects against false accusations
and self-righteousness. 7:21-22

TEXT 7:21-22

21 Also, do not take seriously all words which are spoken, lest
you hear your servant cursing you.

22 For you also have realized that you likewise have many
times cursed others.
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7:21-22 ECCLESIASTES
THOUGHT QUESTIONS 7:21-22

210. Wisdom will keep one from falling into what danger?

211. Identify the reason given why one should not busy himself
with taking seriously all that he hears.

212. Why would a servant know about his master’s faults and
deficiencies?

PARAPHRASE 7:21-22

Do not give your heart to ascribe too much value to what
men say concerning you. If you do, you will soon hear your
own servant cursing you. If you stop and consider your own
past behavior, you will have to admit that you have many times
reviled others.

COMMENT 7:21-22

There is yet another benefit wisdom will bring to the one
who turns to it for strength. In this instance, it is a two-fold
blessing. First of all, it will keep one from prying into every
bit of gossip or information circulating in the area; secondly,
it will safeguard against a self-righteous attitude.

It is indeed the mark of a foolish man to pursue every tidbit
of information that may be spoken concerning himself or
others. So much of what is said is best unheard, and if heard
soon forgotten. Wisdom will lead one to correct behavior and
thus eliminate many sorrowful experiences because information
gained was weighed and dismissed on the basis of lack of merit.
How many heartaches in life would have been avoided if the
whole matter would simply have been dropped. Solomon does
not have reference here to information which will benefit the
hearer. If in the sharing of truth, there will be benefit, then the
one who possesses such knowledge has a moral obligation to
speak. However, the idea here is that it is gossip or unprotected
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IMPORTANT LESSONS 7:23-24

words which wend their way into the communicative fabric
of every culture and society.

The servant is mentioned for two reasons. Since he is a
servant, he will most likely know the weaknesses of his master,
or at least be near when his master loses control of his tongue.
On the other hand, the master would be nearby and would
overhear the conversation of the servant.

The idea of *“‘cursing” in this context suggests more of a
reviling than what one normally considers either “to curse” or
“to swear.” Base men curse and swear, but all men, whether
of high or low estate, have difficulty controlling their tongues.
The master is reminded that he has often ‘“‘reviled others.”
He must admit that he, too, has spoken words in a moment
of weakness or heated discussion which he would like to recall.
He confesses that he would like such words to be forgotten.

FACT QUESTIONS 7:21-22

381. What two-fold blessing does wisdom offer?

382. When should information be withheld?

383. When is one obligated to share information?

384. Give two reasons why the servant is mentioned here.

385. What prompts the ‘“‘cursing” (reviling) which comes
forth from the master of the house?

B. IMPORTANT LESSONS DRAWN FROM
THESE OBSERVATIONS 7:23-29

1. Practical lessons can be learned but the deeper things
are unattainable. 7:23-24

TEXT 7:23-24

23 1 tested all this with wisdom, and I said, “I will be wise,”
but it was far from me.
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