
Ancient Words—Behold the Lamb 

The metaphors used to describe Jesus, the Christ, are numerous through the 

Ancient Words.  Light, seed, rock, manna, bread, shepherd, king are just to name a 

few.  “Lamb” may be the one metaphor used more consistently throughout the Old 

Testament as the sacrifice of this animal was required and observed every year in 

the history of the Israel nation.  Actually, before Jacob (who fathers the Israel 

nation) was born, Abraham is asked by Jehovah God to offer his “only son”, Isaac 

the father of Jacob, as a sacrifice for sin (Gen 22.1-19).  With his faith and 

allegiance to God unshakable, Abraham leads his young and innocent son, to a 

homemade wooden alter with Isaac asking his dad---“…Father, where is the 

lamb…?”  Abraham responds to his son’s question with an amount of pain 

unimaginable---“God will provide the lamb, my son.”—and continues to bind 

Isaac on top of the wooden alter.  Knife in hand and raised to plunge into the chest 

of his son, the downward motion is stopped as the voice of an angel calls out, 

“Abraham, Abraham!—Do not lay a hand on the boy…”.  Abraham looks up and 

sees a male lamb (a ram), caught in a nearby thicket.  In the region of Moriah, the 

boy is released and the ram (a male lamb) is offered instead as the sacrifice.  In 

honor of saving his only son, Abraham names the place, “The Lord Will Provide” 

because the lamb was provided as the sacrifice for his sin….Behold, the lamb! 

Two thousand years later a man called John the Baptist is baptizing in the Jordan 

River.  John looks up and sees Jesus walking towards him.  The words recorded in 

John 1.29 echo the age old story of Isaac in metaphorical exactness, “Behold, the 

Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world (KJV-BRG).  Three years 

later, in the same region of Moriah, a Roman built wooden cross becomes the alter.  

The Father of all men allows his one and only son to be led to the place called 

“The Lord Will Provide”.  Instead of God’s son asking “Father, where is the 

lamb?”, he prays “O my Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me:  

nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.”  As Jesus is crucified on the wooden 

alter of the cross, the Roman hands are not stayed as they drive the nails through 

his hands and feet.  There is no lamb nearby in the thicket.  God’s only son, the 

true Lamb of God, endures the cross yet despises its shame.  After Jesus dies a 

Roman centurion is quoted as exclaiming, “Truly, this was the Son of 

God!”…..Behold, the Lamb! 



About 70 years later, a man called John writes in Revelation 5, “Then I saw a 

Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne…”.  

Those around the throne sang a new song:  “You (the Lamb) are worthy to take the 

scroll and open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you 

purchased men for God….”.  Next a chorus of millions and millions of angels sing:  

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 

strength and honor and glory and praise!”  Again in Rev 17.14, the Beast “shall 

make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them:  for he is Lord of 

Lords, and King of Kings…”  Finally and for eternity, “The throne of God and of 

the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him.” (Rev 22.3).  In the 
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