
Free Bible study notes on Leviticus 23-27 
 
 
Introduction:  Leviticus 23-27 contains laws for annual religious observances, the penalty for blasphemy, 
the seventh-year Sabbath and the Jubilee, blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience, and rules 
for things devoted to the Lord.  Numbers, the fourth book of Moses, is named after a census taken of 
Israel at Mt. Sinai.  Numbers 1-6 contains the census of Israel, the camping and marching order of the 
tribes, a census of the Levites, rules about uncleanness and sin, the trial of jealousy for a wife suspected 
of adultery, rules for the Nazirite vow, and the words of the Aaronic blessing. 
 
 
 
23:2 - appointed feasts...sacred assemblies - God gave the Jews weekly, monthly and annual times of 
worship and service to God. 
 
23:3 - seventh day...Sabbath - "Sabbath" [Hebrew:  shabat] means "rest."  The Jewish Sabbath came on 
our Saturday, the seventh day of the week. 
 
not to do any work - The day was not for any ordinary use but was completely set apart for the Lord. 
 
23:4 - appointed feasts - The rest of the observances given in this chapter are annual.  See Numbers 
28:16-29:39 for a similar list of the annual observances. 
 
23:5 - Passover - In remembrance of the night when the death angel passed over the blood-marked 
houses of the Israelites and killed the firstborn of the Egyptians - see Exodus 12:1-14. 
 
first month (of the Jewish religious year).  Passover falls in March/April on our calendar. 
 
23:6 - Unleavened Bread - Celebrated in connection with the Passover - see Exodus 12:15-20.  The 
removal of yeast from their homes for a week symbolized the removal of wickedness from their lives. 
 
23:10 - first grain - This was the Feast of the Firstfruits.  It was observed during the week of Unleavened 
Bread and fell in March-April.  The people honored God by giving him the first fruits of their crops before 
taking any for themselves.  We can follow the same principle today by deciding on a regular portion of our 
income to be given to the Lord, and then taking it off the top of our income, making sure it doesn't get 
sidetracked for other purposes. 
 
23:16 - Count...fifty days - This brought them to the Feast of Pentecost, (pente = 50) held fifty days after 
the Passover.  Pentecost was also known as the Feast of Weeks and the Feast of Harvest.  Jesus was 
crucified at Passover, and the Pentecost after his resurrection and ascension was the day the church was 
born.  Pentecost always fell on Sunday and occurred in May-June on our calendar.  On Pentecost the 
Jews remembered the giving of the law at Sinai.  It is fitting that on that same annual day the gospel was 
first preached in its fullness. 
 
23:24 - trumpet blasts - The Feast of Trumpets (called in Hebrew Rosh-hashanah) - the beginning of the 
civil new year.  It fell in August-September. 
 
23:27 - Day of Atonement - Not a feast but a time of humble repentance of sins.  It came in August-
September.  A special annual offering was made for the sins of the priests and the people - Leviticus 16;  
Numbers 29:7-11. 
 
deny yourselves [NASB:  humble yourselves] - This was probably expressed most of all by fasting from 
food and abstaining from sexual relations (compare 1 Corinthians 7:2-5).  It was a time for laying aside all 
kinds of personal enjoyment and self-indulgence while soberly remembering one's need of forgiveness 
from God.  Our Western culture is not good at self-denial.  We are very full of ourselves.  But this should 
change for those who grow in God. 
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23:34 - Feast of Tabernacles [NASB:  Feast of Booths] - Also falling in our August-September, this was in 
memory of the wanderings of Israel in the desert, living in booths and tents. 
 
The Jews later added two other annual observances: 
 
Purim, which commemorated God's deliverance of the Jews from Haman's plot during the time of Esther 
(see Esther 9).  It fell in our February-March. 
 
Dedication, which commemorated the cleansing and rededicating of the temple after its defilement by the 
Greek Syrians.  This feast was also called Hanukkah or the Festival of Lights.  It fell in our December. 
 
There is value in remembering the great spiritual milestones in our lives and how God has delivered us.  
We Christians do this especially in the Lord's Supper which the early church observed on the first day of 
each week - Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:1, 2. 
 
24:11 - blasphemed - slandered, spoke disrespectfully of. 
 
the Name - To Israel, the name of a person was like the person himself.  This man slandered God. 
 
24:14 - those who heard him...lay their hands - The witnesses had to lead in the execution process.  This 
might be some deterrent to false witnesses. 
 
entire assembly - It was important, and still is, that all God's people unite in administering discipline when it 
is necessary.  Compare Paul's command to the Corinthian church to join together in excommunicating the 
immoral person - 1 Corinthians 5.  Never is the unity of a congregation more tested than in the 
administration of discipline.  The church needs to be taught about these things before a case arises, so 
they can see the importance of obeying God in the handling of serious sin in the church.  These 
convictions need to be formed in us before we come into an actual case that clouds our minds with 
emotion.  Also the facts in a case need to be carefully ascertained and supported by sufficient witnesses 
so that the church can all agree on the action required.  The importance of these things cannot be 
stressed enough.  A biblical understanding can save the church from division in a time of stress. 
 
24:16 - anyone who blasphemes...must be put to death - This is how important it is to honor God.  
Rebellion and dishonor of authority were too serious to let pass.  The welfare of the whole nation 
depended on respect for authority and particularly respect for God.  If this sin was not dealt with directly, 
much more evil would result. 
 
stone him - This was the main method of execution in Israel.   
 
24:20 - fracture for fracture...eye for eye - Simple justice. 
 
25:4 - seventh year...Sabbath - This rest for the land one out of seven years helped the productivity of the 
land.  It also taught the people to plan ahead, to be prudent, to learn management, to control themselves 
and to trust God for their needs. 
 
25:6 - yields - Volunteer crops. 
 
25:10 - Consecrate the fiftieth year - This was called the Year of Jubilee and several important things 
happened that year. 
 
proclaim liberty throughout the land - These words are inscribed on the Liberty Bell at Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania.  In Israel this was a year of release from accumulated debts and bondage. 
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25:13 - return to his own property - Originally each family had received a portion of land in Canaan as its 
family inheritance.  But people in financial trouble or for some other reason might have sold their family 
property.  The property reverted to the original families at Jubilee. 
 
25:18, 19 - obey my laws...then the land will yield its fruit - If we want to do well financially, the most 
important thing of all is to obey God and trust him for what we need. 
 
25:35 - becomes poor...help him - Although welfare should not be set up in a way that encourages abuse, 
society does have a responsibility to help the poor who cannot help themselves.   
 
25:36 - not take interest - He has enough trouble already without having to pay interest as well. 
 
25:37 - profit - They could profit form sales to other people, but not from sales to the destitute. 
 
25:39 - sells himself - When a person had nothing else to live on, he sometimes sold himself as a slave in 
order to live or pay his debts. 
 
25:40 - hired worker - Treat him with the respect due a free man, not as a slave. 
 
25:41 - released – At Jubilee, just as property was returned to its owners, slaves were given their freedom. 
Jesus used the Year of Jubilee as a picture of the new beginning which God gives us sinners through the 
gospel as we are set free from the accumulated losses and bondage of the past - Luke 4:18, 19-- 
 

The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He 
has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release 
the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.  

 
26:1 - Do not make idols - This warning had to be repeated constantly because of the fallen nature of 
people. 
 
26:2 - Observe my Sabbaths...have reverence for my sanctuary - Habits such as regular church 
attendance make a statement on what our life is about, what comes first for us.  It is an important part of 
our identity. 
 
26:3 - careful to obey - God lists here a number of blessings that will certainly come if his people remain 
faithful and obedient to him-- 
 
26:4-9 - rain...crops...peace...safety from savage beasts...victory over enemies...increase in numbers... 
 
26:11 - put my dwelling place among you - The greatest blessing of all.  This refers to the temple. 
 
26:12 - your God...my people - covenant language.  God confirms that the relationship established at Sinai 
will continue. 
 
26:14 - if you will not listen - Here God warns the people by listing a fearful catalog of curses that will fall 
on the unfaithful: 
 
26:16-33 - terror...diseases...failed crops...defeat by...enemies...rule by foreigners...drought...famine...wild 
animals...sword...plague...cannibalism from hunger...death...ruined cities...exile as slaves among the 
nations...cities in ruins. 
 
26:34 - land...enjoy its Sabbath years - If the Israelites were too greedy to give the land its Sabbath year 
rest, God in ironic justice would take the farmers away into foreign slavery so the land could rest. 
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26:40 - But if they will confess their sins - God will certainly punish his people for unfaithfulness, but he still 
loves them and will forgive if they will return to him. 
 
26:41 - uncircumcised hearts - Physical circumcision was the sign that an Israelite belonged to God.  Their 
bodies belonged, but their hearts were uncircumcised, pagan hearts.  They needed circumcision of their 
hearts, a removal of stubbornness and inward wickedness, so that their hearts too could belong to God. 
 
26:44 - I will not...destroy them completely, breaking my covenant - God keeps his covenants even when 
man does not.  Paul writes in Romans 11:28, 29 about how God still loves the Jews because of his 
relationship with their fathers. 
 
27:2 - special vow...dedicate persons - A person could by a vow dedicate himself or someone else to the 
Lord for a specified period.  This may be related to the Nazirite vow described in Numbers 6.  Animals and 
other gifts devoted to God were sacrificed, but persons were redeemed by a payment of money. 
 
27:3-7 - male...fifty shekels - In setting different values for males and females, God may have been 
accommodating the culture of the time, just as he did by his toleration of divorce and polygamy, even 
though he did not approve.  Or God may have been reflecting his will about male leadership, revealed 
from the creation.  More likely he may have been reflecting the market value of work in those days.  A man 
received more for work than a woman did, and a younger man received more than an older man, and so 
represented a greater gift to God.   
 
27:29 - No person devoted to destruction may be ransomed - This was a different kind of vow than the 
ones mentioned above.  There was a special, unconditional devotion in which things were "put under the 
ban" and could not be redeemed - compare Joshua 6:17-19. 
 
In regard to devotion of persons to destruction, this is a difficult passage to understand.  Certainly one 
could not just arbitrarily decide to devote another person to destruction as an offering to God--that would 
be murder.  It may be that in special cases of wickedness, the wicked person could be devoted for 
destruction.  Or the reference may be to Canaanite slaves, since God commanded that the Canaanites 
were to be destroyed.  Some people believe some kind of judicial process was involved, and that devoted 
person was a sentenced criminal.  This cannot be human sacrifice, since that is strongly abhorrent to God 
and is forbidden in other parts of God's law. 
 
27:30 - tithe - A tenth part, or as we would say, ten percent. 
 
everything from the land - God required the people to give him an offering of a tenth of all crops harvested. 
Although we Christians are not under the Old Testament law, it is plain from this passage what proportion 
of one's income would both adequately honor God and leave a reasonable portion for a person to live on, 
as God views things.  It is hard to believe that Christians can please God by giving less than a tithe.  If 
anything, we who live under the freedom of grace should want to give more then the Israelites who gave 
by necessity of law. 
 
27:32 - herd or flock - The other kind of prosperity usually found in Israel. 
 
passes under the shepherd's rod - When it can time to tithe from the herd or flock, the animals passed 
through single file under the rod and the shepherd dropped his rod at every tenth animal, whether it was 
good or bad. 
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