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Shortly before his death, Moses addressed the 
children of Israel.  He reminded them that they 
had not wanted God to directly communicate 

with them (Dt. 18:16 cf. Ex. 20:18-19).  But, God 
did communicate with them through Moses. And, He 
would continue to communicate with them through 
prophets. He told them that they were not to direct 
their lives as the Canaanites did.  They were not to use 
human sacrifices, witchcraft, soothsaying, interpreta-
tion of omens, sorcery, spells, mediums, spiritists or 
summoning of the dead (Dt. 18:9-14).  

They needed to know how to discern a true prophet.  
Remember, Moses provided adequate evidence that he 
spoke for God (Ex. 4:1-9).  The book of Deuteronomy 
addressed this subject with two additional points.  
First, a prophet of God will not contradict previous 
revelation (Dt. 13:1-5).  Second, a prophet of God will 
be 100% correct in what he prophesies (Dt. 18:21-22).  
He will not merely sometimes be correct, or even most 
of the time be correct; he will always be correct.  

The Coming Prophet
Moses foretold of a coming prophet.  He said, “The 

Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me 
from your midst, from your brethren, him you shall 
hear” (Dt. 18:15).  Again, he said, 

 I will raise up for them a prophet like you 
from among their brethren, and I will put 
My words in his mouth, and he shall speak 
to them all that I commanded him.  And 
it shall be that whoever will not hear My 
words, which he speaks in My name, I will 
require it of him. (Dt.18:17-19)

Of Whom Did He Speak?
Consider two clues which are provided: (1) This 

prophet would come, “from your midst, from your 
brethren.”  It is most natural to understand this to be 
speaking of an Israelite (Dt. 15:17; 17:15; 24:14 cf. 
18:15, 18).  (2) This prophet would, in some way, be 
like Moses. Peter revealed that this prophet was Jesus.

But those things which God foretold by the 
mouth of all His prophets, that the Christ 
would suffer, He has thus fulfilled… For 
Moses truly said to the fathers, the Lord 
your God will raise up for you a Prophet 
like me from your brethren. Him you shall 
hear in all things, whatever He says to 
you… (Acts 3:18-25)
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CHRISTIAN WORKER

               Editor

  
                                        “We are workers together with Him…”  (2 Cor. 6:1)

        Cody Westbrook

Genesis 49:10 
Until Shiloh Come

The book of Genesis could well be summarized 
in three passages: Genesis 3:15, 22:18, and 
49:10. Through process of elimination, these 

three Messianic prophecies offer insight into God’s 
eternal plan to redeem mankind through the Christ. 
The first of these three prophecies reveals that Mes-
siah’s entrance into the world would be by way of the 
seed of woman (Gen. 3:15; Is. 7:14; Mt. 1:22-23). The 
second, Genesis 22:18, reveals more specifically that 
Christ would come through the line of Abraham. The 
third prophecy, Genesis 49:10, gives us even more in-
formation about the Christ. Nearing the end of his life, 
Abraham’s grandson (c.f. Gen. 22:18), Jacob, called 
his 12 sons to him and revealed what the future would 
hold for each of them. It is in this setting that we find 
the blessing pronounced to Judah in Genesis 49:8-10.

In verse 8 Jacob emphasized the leadership role 
that Judah would take over his brothers and his en-
emies. On numerous occasions Judah had established 
himself as a leader among his brethren (Gen. 43:3-10, 
44:16-34; 46:28). That trend would continue with their 
descendants (Num. 1, Judges 1:1-2, 3:9). In verse 9 
Judah is praised for his courage and character. He is 
described as “a lion’s whelp” which is a mature young 
lion that faces his prey with strength and vigor. Within 
Judah and his descendants would be found strength, 
wisdom, and leadership (c.f. 2 Sam. 5:1-5; Ps. 18:40). 

Jacob continued his prophecy by stating, “The scep-
ter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from 
between his feet…” (Gen. 49:10). The term “scepter” 
refers to a ruler’s staff. It is a representation of a king’s 
power and authority. In 1 Samuel 8:5 God’s people 
said, “Give us a king.” Though this was not what God 
wanted, He allowed it to be so (1 Sam. 8:7-9). Israel’s 
first king was a man from the tribe of Benjamin named 
Saul, who reigned for 40 years (Acts 13:21). But, 

because of his disrespect for God and His will, God 
would ultimately remove Saul and replace him a man 
from the line of Judah, named David (Mt. 1:1, Acts 
13:22, 1 Sam. 16:1-13). Descendants of Judah would 
continue to hold kingly authority “until Shiloh come.” 

Though there has been much debate as to it’s mean-
ing, we can say with surety that “Shiloh” is a direct 
reference to Christ. The term means, “Bringer of 
peace.” Jehovah promised David that after his death, 
He would raise up a king from his seed, and establish 
his kingdom forever (2 Sam. 7:11-16). Isaiah wrote of 
Christ and called Him “The Prince of Peace” and said, 

Of the increase of his government and 
peace there shall be no end, upon the 
throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to 
order it, and to establish it with judgment 
and with justice from henceforth even for 
ever. (Is. 9:6-7)

The angel Gabriel informed Mary that Jehovah would 
give the throne of His father David, to Jesus (Lk. 1:32-
33). When Jacob said that “Shiloh” would come, He 
was referring to Jesus and His reign as king over His 
kingdom. He completed his statement by saying, “unto 
Him shall the gathering of the people be.” The term 
“gathering” is a Hebrew term that denotes obedience. 
Daniel 7:14 says that to Christ was given “dominion, 
and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, 
and languages should serve him.” Christ’s kingdom 
is not limited to a certain group of individuals. It is 
universal in scope. He died so that He might reconcile 
both Jew and Gentile to God in one body, which is the 
church—His kingdom (Eph. 2:16). 

Of Christ the writer of Hebrews said, “For it is 
evident that our Lord sprang out of Judah.” (Heb. 
7:14). Revelation 5:5 reveals Jesus as “The Lion of 
the tribe of Judah, the root of David.” Jesus the Christ, 
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the descant of Judah and bringer of peace, was resur-
rected from the grave and raised to sit on His throne 
as King (Acts 2:29-36). This is the fulfillment of the 
prophetic utterance that bubbled forth from Jacob in 
Genesis 49:10. 

CW

Jeremiah 23:5-6
A Righteous Branch

Steven Lloyd

The prophet Jeremiah foretold the coming doom 
of Judah and Jerusalem, and lived to see the 
words of his prophecy fulfilled. Judah’s prob-

lems began early. When seen from a bird’s eye view, 
one strand of the Story the Bible tells can be summa-
rized in this fashion. God begins by ruling and reigning 
over His creation as King. The Psalmist affirms that 
“The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; the Lord sits 
enthroned as king forever” (Ps. 29:10). Psalm 10:16 
affirms, “the Lord is king forever and ever.” 

Later in the Story, the elders of Israel approach 
Samuel, the prophet, to give them a king so they might 
be like the nations around them (1 Sam. 8:20). Their 
request is wrought with problems. For example, the 
elders of Israel were unimpressed with the corrupt 
leadership that waited in the wings. Samuel’s sons 
“took bribes and perverted justice” (1 Sam. 8:3). Sec-
ond, Israel, as a nation, was not to be like the nations 
around them. On the contrary, they were supposed 
to function as light to the nations. They were to be 
a kingdom of priests to the gentiles (see Dt. 4:1-8). 
Third, they were rejecting God as their King.

Samuel was vexed by the nation’s request, but the 
Lord said, “Obey the voice of the people in all that 
they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they 
have rejected me from being king over them” (1 Sam. 
8:7, italicized for emphasis). What they received, in re-
turn, were kings: first Saul, then David, then Solomon. 
At the death of Solomon the nation divided, and the 
northern tribes, known as Israel, had their kings, and 
the southern tribes, known as Judah, had their kings. 
There were no righteous kings in Israel. There were 
only a handful of good kings in Judah.

The books of 1 & 2 Kings begin on a high note 
with Solomon on the throne. The fame of his wealth 
and wisdom reach the ears of the Queen of Sheba. Ex-

amples of his great wisdom are given—but, the books 
end with Zedekiah being led in chains to Babylon, but 
not before he sees his sons murdered and his eyes are 
plucked from his head. 

How do we get from the splendor of Solomon’s 
kingdom to Babylonian Captivity?  The answer is, the 
kings. It was due to the corrupt leadership of the kings 
that Israel was ultimately led to captivity. God, the 
ideal King, ruled over all of creation, and in a special 
way over the nation of Israel. Israel rejected Him as 
king, so God gave them what they requested—to their 
own hurt. Israel’s history under the kings illustrates 
what happens to a people reject God as their ruler, their 
King, and mere mortals reign in His stead.

Jeremiah lived to foretell, and to see, the demise 
of Jerusalem. His message was a sad one, warning 
Judah of the trouble to come. But, like so many of the 
warnings and judgments from the prophets there was 
also a message of hope.

I have emphasized the theme of “kings” in the Story 
of the Bible for one reason: to highlight the message 
of the prophets concerning the day God would once 
again reign as king. Jeremiah writes:

Behold the days are coming, declares 
the Lord, when I will raise up for David 
a righteous Branch, and shall reign as 
king and deal wisely, and shall execute 
justice and righteousness in the land. In 
his days Judah will be saved, and Israel 
will dwell securely. And this is the name 
by which he will be called: ‘the Lord is 
our righteousness. (Jer. 23:5, 6)

The reference to David is an allusion to God’s prom-
ises to David (2 Sam. 7; Ps. 89). The fulfillment of 
this promise comes when God rules the world again 
through His Son. This is the message of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John. It is at the heart and core of Pe-
ter’s message on Pentecost. Notice Peter’s main points: 
Jesus was “attested to you by God…delivered up…
crucified…killed…raised up…exalted…ascended.” 
His conclusion? “Let all the house of Israel therefore 
know for certain that God has made him both Lord and 
Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified” (Acts 2:36).

Jeremiah’s prophecy is fulfilled. God is once again 
ruling through His Son, Jesus Christ. This is the good 
news!

CW
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Psalm 40:6-10 
I Delight to do Thy Will

Bill Burk

Psalm 40 basks in praise and emotes with lament. 
Traditionally, David has been set forth as the 
author. The background of the Psalm is difficult 

if not impossible to know. Perhaps David speaks of his 
troubles with Saul or maybe Absalom or possibly even 
Adonijah. No one knows for sure. On the other hand, 
a great deal of disagreement abounds as to whether 
David’s life is under consideration at all. Some hold 
that since the writer of the Book of Hebrews credits 
Jesus as speaking the words found in verses 6-8, then 
the entire Psalm ought to be viewed prophetically as 
describing both the life and words of Jesus.  

We can outline the Psalm as follows: 1) Confidence 
in God (1-5), 2) Christ’s Redemptive Work (6-10), 3) 
A Cry for Deliverance (11-15), and A Call to Seek the 
Lord (16-17). 

So we ask, of whom and of what does the Psalm 
speak? If we say the Psalm describes David’s life only 
then we must ignore the Hebrews quotation. We could 
suppose that the Psalm speaks of an event in David’s 
life which foreshadows similar events in the life of 
Jesus. At the same time, we could determine, as already 
mentioned, that the entire Psalm is referring to Jesus. 
Whatever conclusions we might draw about the Psalm 
as a whole, if we believe in the inspiration of the New 
Testament, particularly the Book of Hebrews, we must 
conclude that Psalm 40:6-8 certainly speaks of Jesus. 

Although verses 9-10 may find its fulfillment in 
verses like Hebrews 2:11-12, verses 6-8 are explicitly 
quoted by the Hebrews writer in Hebrews 10:5-10. As 
we consider these verses, let us note what the Messiah 
was prophesied to come and do and see how Jesus 
fulfilled each point perfectly. 
•	 The Messiah’s Sacrifice (5-6, 8): The various 

sacrifices and offerings in the Old Covenant were 
insufficient to bring about redemption (Heb. 10:4). 
Full pleasure for Yahweh could only be accom-
plished through the sacrifice of His Son (Is. 53:10; 
Eph. 5:2). Therefore, Jesus “came into the world” 
(5) that he might taste death for us all (Heb. 2:9) 
and as the Lamb of God (1 Pet. 1:18-19), once for 
all (Heb. 10:12) take away the sins of the world 
(Jn. 1:29). 

•	 The Messiah’s Substitution (5a): “But a body 
you have prepared for me.” This quote is from 
the Septuagint version. Jesus’ body hung on the 
cross. The wrath of God was poured out on Him 
so it would not have to be poured out on us (Rom. 
5:6-10; 2 Cor. 5:21). Now, as He gave His body 
selflessly for me I am to present mine to Him 
(Rom. 12:1-2). 

•	 The Messiah’s Surrender (7, 9): “I have come 
to do your will, O God.” Obedience is better than 
sacrifice (1 Sam. 15:22). Jesus offered both of them 
perfectly. He concerned Himself only with His Fa-
ther’s will (Jn. 6:38; Mk. 14:36). He never sinned 
(1 Jn. 3:5) and always pleased the His Father (Jn. 
8:29). He is the perfect example (1 Pet. 2:21-23). 
Therefore if we desire to follow Him we should 
strive to daily surrender all (Lk. 9:23). 

•	 The Messiah’s Sufficiency (10:7, 10): “Behold, I 
have come—in the volume of the book it is written 
of Me.” As Savior, Jesus came and perfectly ful-
filled every one of the 333 or so prophecies which 
spoke of Him in the Old Testament (cf. Lk. 24:44). 
In His death, He ushered in a New Covenant (10; 
Mt. 26:28), which the Hebrews writer describes as 
“better” (Heb. 8:1-4). His sufficiency as Messiah 
is more than enough (Rom. 5:20). 

Psalm 40:6-10, especially 6-8, serve as a reminder 
of the accuracy of prophecy, the inspiration of Scrip-
ture and the beauty of Jesus. May we be willing to 
sacrifice all for Him (Lk. 14:33); Thank Him for and 
live continually in light of His perfect substitutionary 
sacrifice (Phil. 1:27; Ti. 2:11-12); Surrender com-
pletely to His will (Gal. 2:20; Phil. 1:21) and savor 
the sufficiency of all that He has done, is doing, and 
will do for each of us (2 Cor. 3:5). 

CW

Psalm 22 
The Cross
Troy Spradlin

The prophecies that pertain to Jesus the Christ, 
the coming Messiah, constitute one of the most 
powerful attributes of the Holy Scriptures. 

They formulate some of its most beautiful words. The 
Old Testament is replete with these prescient gems in 
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the form of proclamations, references, and symbol-
ism. Messianic prophesies give insight as to what 
kind of person the Christ would be, what He would 
do, what He would say, and even what sufferings He 
would endure. Some of the most glorious scriptures of 
prophecy, depicting these various aspects, are found 
in the Psalms. One cluster of Psalms, which portrays 
the characteristics of Christ’s suffering, His authority, 
and His deity is found in Psalms 22 through 24. These 
are sometimes referred to as “the Cross, the Crook, 
and the Crown.” Psalm 22 is especially intriguing be-
cause it gives us insight as to what Jesus experienced 
when He was crucified. It affords us a glance inside 
the thoughts and emotions of our Savior as He took 
our place upon that cruel cross.

 Nothing in this world is more iconic than the 
cross of our Savior. Among its many faceted represen-
tations, first and foremost, we are reminded of the pain 
and suffering afflicted upon the pure Lamb of God as 
He was sacrificed for our sins. In Psalm 22, we find 
language employed that is precisely descriptive of the 
kind of agony one would face upon such an instrument 
of execution. Furthermore, it is comprised of a ver-
nacular that cannot be directly attributed to the writer, 
but only to someone who would have experienced a 
brutal punishment, such as a crucifixion. For example, 
David vividly portrays the exceedingly deep sorrow 
and physical suffering of the victim as being “poured 
out like water,” with his “bones out of joint,” (vs. 14). 
He continues with, “My strength is dried up like a 
potsherd, and my tongue clings to my jaws; you have 
brought me to the dust of death,” (vs. 15). Compare 
those words with what Jesus experienced during His 
crucifixion, (Mt. 27:26-50; Lk. 23:32-46; Jn. 19:1-30), 
and the connection is easily seen. The psalmist also 
compares his enemies to bulls, dogs, and lions. Those 
are rather frank descriptions of the same classes of 
the evil hearts who desired to see Jesus killed. When 
comparing the depictions of suffering in Psalm 22 
to the passion of Christ, (translated from the Greek 
word “paschein,” meaning “to suffer”), it becomes 
exceedingly clear that it wasn’t David who suffered 
this type of pain and agony, but instead, these words 
must belong to the Messiah. 

The nexus most commonly recognized between 
Psalm 22 and the passion of Christ are the words He 
cried out from the cross, “Eloi, eloi, lama sabach-
thani?” (Mt. 27:46; Mk. 15:34). It is a transliterated, 

Aramaic quotation taken directly from the first sen-
tence of the Psalm. However, it is not just the open-
ing words that were involved. According to Jewish 
tradition, citing the first words of a text was how they 
identified an entire passage. This implies that all the 
descriptions of suffering contained within that mourn-
ful monologue are to be applied to that very moment 
in which our Savior uttered those words of anguish. 
This is further confirmed with the prophetic fulfilment 
of, “They divide my garments among them, and for 
my clothing they cast lots,” (cf. Ps. 22:18; Mt. 27:35; 
Mk. 15:24; Lk. 23:34; Jn. 19:23-24).

Through the lens of this beautiful, vividly descrip-
tive psalm, we see how the Holy Spirit inspired the 
psalmist to portray the Messiah during His worst hour 
upon the earth. We can imagine that perhaps Jesus felt 
completely forsaken by the Father as He withdrew 
His divine presence from the Anointed One as He 
bore the penalty for sin. It was not for any trespass 
Jesus had committed, for He was sinless and faultless, 
but because the Christ was to be the substitute for all 
sinners. Given that sin separates man from God, (Is 
59:2), He had to separate from Jesus in order for the 
sacrifice to be made perfect, (Heb. 2:16-18). Surely, 
the Messiah had never before felt such pain, anguish, 
and abandonment while here upon the earth and was 
prompted to implore, “My God, My God, why have 
you forsaken me?”  His words should serve to remind 
us that the cross, upon which our Savior was sacrificed, 
did not belong to Him. That cross belonged to you and 
me. Psalm 22 allows us to see more clearly exactly 
how much Jesus suffered for us.

CW

Psalm 16 
The Resurrected Christ

Tom Moore

In the historic 16th Psalm we find a dual proph-
ecy. There was a message for the day when the 
prophecy was given, and that message becomes 

in a deeper sense a message for a distant day. David 
wrote of his belief that God would take care of him 
even beyond the grave, but his words had a much 
deeper and noteworthy meaning – it was a prophecy 
of the resurrection of Christ.
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Peter quoted Psalm 16:8-11 in the first gospel ser-
mon on the day of Pentecost following the resurrec-
tion of Christ (Acts 2:25-28), and gives the explana-
tion and significance of the prophecy (Acts 2:29ff). 
So significant was the resurrection of Christ to the 
gospel message that Peter used this miraculous and 
marvelous event as the crowning concluding point to 
his sermon. So weighty and powerful was this point 
that those assembled on that day were “pricked in 
their heart” and cried out “what shall we do?” (Acts 
2:37). They realized that the one they had crucified 
was now raised from the dead and seated on the right 
hand of God. Peter replied, 

Repent ye, and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto 
the remission of your sins; and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 
2:38)

“They then that received his word were baptized: and 
there were added unto them in that day about three 
thousand souls” (Acts 2:41).

The significance of the prophecy and the resurrec-
tion of Christ is clearly seen in 1 Corinthians 15. The 
apostle Paul declared, 

For I delivered unto you first of all that 
which also I received: that Christ died 
for our sins according to the scriptures; 
and that he was buried; and that he hath 
been raised on the third day according to 
the scriptures... If Christ hath not been 
raised, then is our preaching vain, your 
faith also is vain... If Christ hath not 
been raised, your faith is vain; ye are 
yet in your sins. Then they also that are 
fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If 
we have only hoped in Christ in this life, 
we are of all men most pitiable. But now 
hath Christ been raised from the dead, 
the firstfruits of them that are asleep.  
(1 Cor. 15:3-4, 14, 17-20)

In this messianic psalm we discover the Son of God’s 
reliance upon His Father. “I have set Jehovah always 
before me: Because he is at my right hand, I shall not 
be moved” (v. 8). Nothing would swerve the Lord 
from His purpose; nothing would prevent Him from 
fulfilling His Divine purpose, in reference to the sal-
vation of mankind.

We also learn of the Lamb of God’s resurrection 
by His Father.

Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory 
rejoiceth; My flesh also shall dwell in 
safety. For thou wilt not leave my soul to 
Sheol; Neither wilt thou suffer thy holy 
one to see corruption. (vs. 9-10)

Therefore the faithful in Christ have hope of eternal 
life.

And we see Jesus’ reign with His Father. 
Thou wilt show me the path of life: In 
thy presence is fulness of joy; In thy right 
hand there are pleasures for evermore. 
(v. 11)

Jesus is now at the right hand of God (Acts 2:33), 
where He is now preparing us a mansion (Jn. 14:3), 
and now we await His return with great anticipation 
and hope. “But, according to his promise, we look for new 
heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness” 
(2 Pt. 3:13).

Remember, “For if we have become united with 
him in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in 
the likeness of his resurrection” (Rom. 6:5).

CW

Zechariah 13:1 
A Fountain for Sin and Uncleanness

Rob L. Whitacre

The powerful prophetic precepts uttered by 
Zechariah give us a deep and descriptive un-
derstanding of the Messiah and His fountain 

of salvation.  “In that day there shall be a fountain 
opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness” (Zech.13:1). 
This verse not only fits into an immediate context of 
Judah’s physical restoration but also into a broader 
context of a future spiritual cleansing.

In that day
“In that day” is a prophetic phrase.  It is found 17 

times in chapters 12-14.  It refers to the day that Jesus 
was crucified and His side pierced. 

And it shall come to pass in that day…I 
will pour upon the house of David, and 
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the 
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continued from page 1

Consider the many parallels between the life and 
work of Moses and Jesus:

1. Both preserved in childhood (Ex. 2:2-10; Mt. 2:14-15).  
2. Both sent by God (Ex. 3:9-10; Jn. 3:17; 4:34; 8:42; Gal. 4:4-5, etc.).  
3. Both left glory to serve (Heb. 11:24-26; Phil. 2:5-8).  
4. Both did miracles (Ex. 4:1-ff; Jn. 3:2, 20:30).  
5. Both fasted forty days (Ex. 34:28; Mt. 4:2).  
6. Both gave people laws (Josh. 8:31-32; Gal. 6:2). 
7. Both ratified a covenant for the people with blood (Ex. 24:1-8; Heb. 

9:16-ff; Mt. 26:28; Heb. 9:16-28).  
8. Both had seventy helpers (M: Num. 11:16; Lk. 10:1).  
9. Both called prophets (Dt. 18:18; Lk. 13:33; 24:19).  
10. Both involved in giving memorial feasts (Ex. 12:14; Lk. 22:19).  
11. Both made intercessory prayers (Ex. 32:32; Jn. 17:9).  
12. Both willing to die for the people (Ex. 32:32; Jn. 10:17).  
13. Both present when multitudes were miraculously fed (Ex. 16; Jn. 6).  
14. Both offered an opportunity for salvation (Ex. 14 cf. 1 Cor. 10:1-2; 

Num. 21 cf. Jn. 3:14; Mark 16:15-16).  
15. Both offered freedom (freedom from Egypt; freedom from sin).  
16. Both offered a promised land [Canaan; Heaven (cf. Heb. 3:16-4:14)].

Take Heed
God’s prophet should be heeded.  God said, “I… 

will put my words in His mouth, and He shall speak to 
them all that I commanded Him.  And it shall be that 
whoever will not hear My words, which He speaks 
in My name, I will require it of him” (Dt. 18:18-19).  
Jesus connected this to Himself, saying,

He who rejects Me, and does not received 
My words, has that which judges him the 
word that I have spoken will judge him 
in the last day… For I have not spoken 
on My own authority; but the Father 
who sent Me gave Me a command, what 
I should say and what I should speak.  
(Jn. 12:48-49)

May we all heed the Prophet like Moses—Jesus 
the Christ! 

CW

spirit of grace and of supplications: and 
they shall look upon me whom they 
have pierced, and they shall mourn 
for him, as one mourneth for his only 
son, and shall be in bitterness for him, 
as one that is in bitterness for his first-
born. (Zech. 12:9-10) 

The fulfillment of this passage by Christ cannot be 
disputed by those who respect the Biblical text. The 
inspired writer records after His death, “For these 
things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, 
A bone of him shall not be broken. And again another 
scripture saith, They shall look on him whom they 
pierced” (Jn. 19:36-37). 

A fountain opened
“There Is A Fountain Free,” “There Is A Fountain,” 

and “There’s A Fountain Gently Flowing” are all songs 
and hymns that stem from Zechariah 13:1. When 
they pierced the side of Jesus, John recorded, “But 
one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and 
forthwith came there out blood and water” (Jn. 19:34). 
This verse forever links these two elements to salva-
tion. The blood of Christ is the washing agent of our 
sins. “…Unto him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in his own blood” (Rev. 1:5). It is in baptism 
that we contact this washing power. “…He saved us, 
by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost” (Tit. 3:5). We must never forget that 
water and blood are divinely linked together.  “And 
there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, 
and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in 
one” (I Jn. 5:8). Dear friends, one cannot deny water 
and accept the blood. They both came from the body 
of Christ on the cross.

For sin and for uncleanness
Just as you cannot separate water and blood in 

salvation, you also cannot deny their link to cleansing 
our sins. First, “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38). This pas-
sage clearly teaches that baptism is for, or in order to 
receive, the remission of sins. Second, Ananias said, 
“And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, 
and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the 
Lord” (Acts 22:16).  In baptism, God washes away 
our sins through the blood of His Son. 

The fountain is still flowing from Emmanuel’s Veins 
(Rev 21:6). Those who thirst for forgiveness of sins 
may still obey the Gospel in baptism, thus contacting 
the blood of Christ. One day, those who have and con-
tinue to pierce the side of God’s Son will come face 
to face with their Savior (2 Thess. 1:7-9). 

CW
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