
Random notes on women's witness/ministy: 

 

Biblical Role Boundaries ("not spend a lot of time on this") 

We recognize that this is a controversial area of Bible interpretation and we should be 

respectful and tolerant of honest difference of opinion and interpretation. 

 

The basic issue we do have to decide is, "Does scripture give leadership role to men?" 

 

If it does: 

 

This does not mean one role is more valuable than the other, simply that they are 

different.  (Christ is equally divine with the Father, yet he willingly assumed a role 

of submission to fit in with God’s purpose.) 

 

We can question and resist, or we can accept God's counsel and get on with 

ministry within God's guidelines and be fruitful. 

 

When we are led by God's Spirit, there is no competition between men and 

women; we are on the same team.  "A helper suitable for man" - Genesis 2.  

"Heirs together of the grace of life..." - 1 Peter 3:7. 

 

God's servants don't have to agree on the fine points of applying God's teaching 

about male and female roles.  There is room for difference on "disputable matters" 

- Romans 14. 

 

God has a work for women that only women can do best.  Their witness and ministry are vital. 

 

Scripture is full of references to women's service.  Mary Magdalene, women who traveled with 

the disciples to support Jesus' ministry, Dorcas/Tabitha, Phoebe, Deborah, Anna, Miriam leading 

the women of Israel in praise at the Red Sea. 

 

Great Christian women throughout history have made a pivotal difference. 

 

A woman with control of her emotions, with a good relationship with her husband and children, 

with self-worth, stands out and people want to know how she got that way. 

 

Her speech and appearance impact her witness. 

 

One's witness is not developed overnight; it comes from a stable, committed Christian life. 

 

Women can especially reach women.  They understand and relate to other women. 

 

Often propriety dictates that women counsel and study with women. 

 

Women are better teachers of children at certain childhood ages. 



 

Women excel in the devotional gifts. 

 

Practical avenues of ministry and witness: 

 

A woman can come into some home situations and take charge when needed during times of 

trouble. 

 

Care for someone's children, clean, wash, run errands during a crisis. 

 

Counsel on finances and other issues in a woman's life. 

 

Whatever skill or training or gift she has in the secular world can also be devoted to God's 

service (e.g. editing a newsletter, choosing curriculum, etc.) 

 

Ministry through job and career. 

 

Ministry of homemaking is one of the most powerful, and we should not let people put it down 

as of less value.  It is a discerning woman who chooses this above the more glamorous roles. 

 

Child rearing builds a child's character and self-esteem and abilities.  A mother has tremendous 

impact on the world through the children she trains. 

 

 

                    

 

 


