
Free Bible Study Notes on Numbers 24-31 

 
Introduction:  Since Balaam can only pronounce over Israel what the Lord gives him, he has so far 
succeeded only in blessing Israel, much to the anger and frustration of Balak.  When Balaam tries the 
third time, it is no different.  But Balaam, determined to get his pay from Balak, counsels Balak on a plot to 
involve the Israelite men in idolatry so that the wrath of God will fall on Israel.  The plot succeeds and a 
plague from God falls on Israel, killing 24,000.  Since it is almost time to conquer Canaan, another census 
of the fighting men is taken.  The daughters of a man with no male heirs win the right to inherit from their 
father.  As Moses' time nears its end, Joshua is appointed future leader of Israel.  God gives directions for 
various daily, weekly, monthly and annual sacrifices and observances and legislates about when vows are 
binding. 
 
 

Notes on Numbers 24-31 
 
24:3 - whose eye sees clearly - Balaam was promoting Balaam as well as delivering God's message.  
Pride in a leader is a danger sign.  Some media preachers seem very full of themselves.  A leader who 
detects this tendency in himself should prayerfully deal with it immediately.  Otherwise it will lead to a fall 
or will hinder the message. 
 
24:9 - be blessed - Again Balaam's prophecy is completely a blessing on Israel. 
 
24:17 - a star - Though this has partial fulfillment in some of the kings of Israel/Judah who defeated Moab, 
it may ultimately be fulfilled in the Messiah (Christ) - compare Genesis 49:10; Luke 1:31-33; Revelation 
22:16. 
 
24:18-20 - Edom...Amalek - Other enemies of Israel. 
 
24:21 - Kenites - Sometimes allied with Israel, but also connected with the Midianites. 
 
24:24 - Kittim - Probably Cyprus or a part of it. 
 
Asshur - Assyria.  Eber - The Hebrews, Israel. 
 
25:1 - Shittim - East of the Jordan River and across from Jericho. 
 
Sexual immorality - We learn from Numbers 31:7, 8, 15, 16; Revelation 2:14; and 2 Peter 2:15, 16 that 
Balaam was behind this fall.  Though he could not curse Israel, he found another way to collect his reward 
from Balak:  He counseled Balak to use the young women of Moab to entice the men of Israel through the 
immoral revelry of the pagan idol worship.  He knew the wrath of God would then come on Israel.  When 
Satan cannot entice us through frontal assault, he will circle around and look for some moral or spiritual 
weakness in us.  It is important to keep our hearts clean and our motives pure.  This takes prayer time 
with the word and honest self-examination.  When Satan was coming against him as the crucifixion 
approached, Jesus said, "The prince of this world is coming.  He has no hold on me" [NASB:  He has 
nothing in me].   
 
25:4 - leaders - These were particularly blamable because it was their responsibility to keep the people 
from error, not to lead them into it. 
 
kill - God knew that this lust for the impurities of idolatry would stay like a cancer among the leadership 
unless it was removed in a radical way. 
 
expose - The displayed bodies of the executed men would be a stern warning to the rest of Israel. 
 
25:5 - put to death those of your men - This would have been extremely hard to do, but it was necessary. 
In the same way today, the church sometimes faces the necessity to unite in excommunicating an 
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unrepentant member who may be a friend or relative of many of the members.  The saving of the church 
comes before our personal feelings - 1 Corinthians 5.. 
 
25:6 - brought...a Midianite woman - High-handed rebellion, and right before the eyes of the people. 
 
25:8 - drove the spear - Phinehas was angry for the Lord's sake and this flagrant display of immorality and 
fellowship with a pagan was too much for him.  So he acted decisively. 
 
plague...stopped - God was pleased to see Phinehas, a leader of Israel, take such a clear stand on the 
side of righteousness.  Notice that the anger of Phinehas was godly indignation.  Sometimes we act not 
out of godly indignation but out of our own selfish indignation just because something doesn't please us.  
We need to learn the difference and know it is really for God before we assert ourselves.  Again, it is 
important to know our own hearts. 
 
26:1 - Take a census - This was about 40 years after the first census of Numbers 1. 
 
26:10 - a warning sign - The discipline of God on Korah and his followers reminds us of God's discipline 
on Ananias and Sapphira in the early church when they lied to the Holy Spirit.  There we are told that 
"great fear seized the whole church."  Discipline is never pleasant but it is valuable and essential.  "The 
Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son." - Hebrews 12:6. 
 
26:51 - 601,730 - The number is slightly less than the 603,550 counted in the first census. 
 
26:55 - by lot - So that no one could accuse the leaders of favoritism. 
 
26:58 - Kohath...forefather of Amram -Here Moses parenthetically inserts information on the lineage of 
himself and Aaron and Miriam.  This was important to establish the authority of the priesthood. 
 
27:4 - father's name disappear - Since Zelophehad had no son to inherit a portion of the Promised Land, 
his name would die out and not be remembered.  The daughters asked for the right to inherit because 
there were no sons. 
 
27:8 - If a man dies - The appeal of Zelophehad's daughters was the occasion for God to give several 
rules regarding inheritance. 
 
27:17 - Lord's people...not be like sheep without a shepherd - Moses loved these people and his greatest 
concern was their welfare.  What would happen to them when he was no longer there to take care of 
them?  This kind of love is absolutely essential for godly leadership.  Jesus had this scripture in mind as 
he watched the Jewish crowds and saw them as "harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd" - 
Matthew 9:36. 
 
27:18 - Take Joshua - Joshua had been for some time the leader of the army and right hand man to 
Moses.  He had gained the people's confidence and it would be natural for them to follow him. 
 
27:23 - laid his hands on him - This form of ordination/appointment is related to another form, anointing 
with oil.  Blessings were also conferred in this way - Genesis 48:9-20.  In the New Testament the laying on 
of hands was used for healing - Mark 5:23;  6:5;  8:23; for conferral of the Holy Spirit on new converts - 
Acts 8:17,18;  9:17;  19:6; for imparting spiritual gifts - 2 Timothy 1:6;  for blessing - Mark 10:16; and for 
ordaining church leaders and workers - Acts 6:6;  13:3;  1 Timothy 4:14. 
 
Chapters 28 and 29 concern the times and offerings for various daily, weekly, monthly and annual 
religious observances. 
 
28:3 - each day - The daily morning and evening sacrifice was the most frequent scheduled sacrifice in 
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Israelite worship. 
 
28:9 - Sabbath - The seventh day, our Saturday.  This was the second most frequent offering. 
 
28:11 - first of every month - This was called the "new moon" observance. 
 
28:16 - Passover - A very important annual feast in memory of God's passing over the homes of the 
Israelites when he struck the firstborn of the Egyptians. 
 
28:17 - bread...without yeast - This was the annual Feast of Unleavened Bread, a week long. 
 
28:26 - Feast of Weeks - Also annual, when the people presented the first produce from their fields to the 
Lord.  This was also known as Pentecost. 
 
29:1 - trumpets - The annual Feast of Trumpets marked the beginning of the Civil New Year. 
 
29:11 - atonement - The annual Day of Atonement was not a feast but a time of fasting and penitence.  
The great annual sacrifices for the sins of priests and people were offered. 
 
29:12 - sacred assembly - This was the annual Feast of Tabernacles (Booths) which remembered the 
camping and wandering in the desert. 
 
30:2 - vow - A solemn promise.  This chapter deals with when vows and oaths are binding. 
 
must not break his word - This is the basic rule. 
 
30:5 - if her father forbids - This shows the importance of parental consent and of unity and agreement of 
children with their parents. 
 
30:8 - if her husband forbids her - God is careful to preserve the leadership and authority of the husband. 
 
30:14 - says nothing - This is "consent by silence."  By this principle, can we be participants in wrongdoing 
if we see it happening and say nothing?  Does silence always mean consent? 
 
31:2 - vengeance on the Midianites - For leading Israel astray and seeking her doom.  It is ironic that by 
Balak's efforts to save the Moabites and Midianites, he ends up bringing destructive wrath down upon 
them.  Had Moab and Midian minded their own business, Israel would have lived beside them in peace.  
But in their fear of Israel they did things that ensured their own destruction.  In the same way our own 
unjustified fears may drive us to foolish extremes and make things far worse than they would have been. 
 
31:8 - killed Balaam - We saw in our last study that Balaam had made a fatal choice and was heading for 
destruction, while still appearing to serve God.  Balaam is still consorting with the Midianites, having 
thrown in his lot with them.  He dies because it is he who hatched the plot to entice the men of Israel to 
idolatry and immorality. 
 
31:15 - allowed all the women to live?  Some of these women are the ones who had been Israel's 
downfall. 
 
31:17 - kill all the boys...every woman who has slept with a man - This seems hard, but the boys would 
have grown up to be enemy soldiers, and the women would still be there to entice Israelites into idolatry.  
God was dealing with a moral cancer that had to be eliminated.  The preservation of the nation of Israel 
was more a priority than individual lives--Israel must be protected from idolatry.  Young boys below the 
age of personal accountability, though slain, would not have been eternally lost. 
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31:29 - the Lord's part - Another recognition of the eternal principle that God must receive first honor in all 
our prosperity. 
 
31:49, 50 - not one is missing...we have brought...an offering - It was good that the officers felt gratitude 
and freely wanted to show their thankfulness to God. 
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