
FEASTS, SACRIFICES AND OFFERINGS UNDER THE LAW OF MOSES                                                                                                  (NOTE: Page 6 contains some endnotes which may be helpful.) 
Designation When Preliminaries Significance Where Observed by Offerings Food Other Regulations 

Passover & Feast of  

Unleavened Bread 
Ex. 12:1-20; 23:14-
15; 34:18; Lev. 23:4-
8; Num. 9:10-14; 
28:16-25; Dt. 16:1-8, 
16-17 

First month (Abib, 

later called Nissan), 

14th-21st days (later, 

permission granted 

for necessary 

absentees to observe 

one month later). 

A lamb or kid for each 

household (or for two 

small neighboring 

households) selected on 

10th and kept for 

passover, then killed in 

afternoon of 14th. All 

leaven removed from 

houses on 14th. 

Anniversary of 

deliverance from 

Egypt. 

Initially in homes. 

Then at tabernacle, 

later at temple. 

All Israelite men 

not unclean, plus 

uncircumcised 

aliens in the land 

who desired to 

observe. 

Each man to give according to his means. On night of 

14th, at sundown, fat from Passover lambs burned and 

blood sprinkled on altar. Sacrifices each of 7 days of 2 

young bulls (each with a grain offering of flour and oil), 1 

ram, 7 lambs, and 1 goat as sin offering — all this in 

addition to regular daily burnt offering and drink offering.   

Feast at twilight 

14th: a lamb or 

kid, roasted whole 

with no bones 

broken; 

unleavened bread; 

bitter herbs; bread, 

(wheat, spelt, 

barley, oats or 

rye). Unleavened 

bread the rest of 

the week. 

Holy convocation 15th 

and 21st; no regular work, 

but preparing meals 

permitted. A “special 

Sabbath” (Jn. 19:31, NIV) 

regardless of day of week. 

Sound of trumpets (Num. 

10:10). Leftovers burned 

next morning. 

Feast of Weeks  
(also known as Feast 

of Harvest, Feast of 

First Fruits and, later, 

Pentecost) 
Ex. 23:14, 16; 
34:22; Lev. 23:9-
21; Num. 28:26-
31; Dt. 16:9-12 

 

7 weeks from day 

after the Sabbath 

ending the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread. 

Each farmer to bring 

priest a sheaf of first 

grain harvested, at end 

of Passover; priest to 

wave sheaf before Lord 

as wave offering, on 

day after Sabbath. On 

same day, each man to 

sacrifice as burnt 

offering a year-old 

lamb, with grain 

offering of flour and oil 

and drink offering of 

wine. 

Beginning of 

harvest; 

preliminaries 7 

weeks earlier. 

At tabernacle, later at 

temple. 
All male 

Israelites (except 

those with bodily 

infirmity or 

ceremonially 

unclean), plus 

their sons, 

daughters, 

servants, and 

aliens, widows 

and orphans. 

Every man to give freewill offering in proportion to what 

he has received. Burnt offering of 2 young bulls, one ram 

and 7 unblemished male lambs a year old. Grain offering 

of 2 loaves of flour and oil brought by each man. The one 

male goat for sin offering and 2 lambs as fellowship 

offering. 

Actual feast and its 

food not specified 

— presumably 

consisted mainly 

of food from the 

harvested grain. 

Sacred assembly on first 

day, no regular work. 

Rejoicing. Trumpets to be 

blown, since it is a day of 

gladness (Num. 10:10). 

Feast of Trumpets 
(later called Rosh 

Hashana) 
Lev. 23:23-25; Num. 
29:1-6 

First day of 7th 

month. 
 Not specified; 

possibly to 

celebrate the new 

civil year, or to 

revive the people 

for the coming 

Day of 

Atonement. 

Apparently at 

tabernacle, later at 

temple. 

Apparently all 

male Israelites. 
Each man to give as prospered. Burnt offering of one 

young bull, one ram and 7 male lambs a year old. Grain 

offerings of flour and oil. One male goat as sin offering. 

(All this in addition to regular New Moon offerings.) 

Actual feast and its 

food not specified. 
Sacred assembly, no 

regular work, a day to 

sound trumpets. 

Day of Atonement 
(later called Yom 

Kippur) 
Lev. 16:1-34; 23:26-
32; Num. 29:7-11 

Tenth day of 7th 

month. 
 To make 

atonement for the 

Most Holy Place, 

the tabernacle 

(later, temple) and 

the altar, for the 

priests and all the 

people — for all 

the sins of the 

Israelites. 

At tabernacle, later at 

temple. 

Apparently all 

male Israelites. 

Each man to give as prospered. High priest to offer a 

young bull as his own sin offering and a ram as a burnt 

offering, then offer incense beyond veil and sprinkle some 

of bull’s blood on and near mercy seat. Then present two 

goats to Lord and cast lots to select one and offer it as the 

sin offering for the people, then sprinkle some its blood 

and the bull’s blood on altar to cleanse and consecrate it. 

Then priest confess sins of Israelites over the other goat 

(the scapegoat) and send it off into desert. As special burnt 

offering: one bull, one ram and 7 male lambs a year old, all 

unblemished, with grain offering and drink offering. 

No feast; a day of 

fasting. 

Sacred assembly, no 

regular work, blast of 

trumpets. 
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Feast of 

Tabernacles 
(also called Feast of 

Booths and Feast of 

Ingathering) 
Lev. 23:35-38, 41:44; 
Num. 29:39-40; Dt. 
16:13-15; 31:10-13 

Beginning on 15th 

day of 7th month, 

continuing through 

the 23d day. 

On first day they were 

to take choice fruit from 

trees, and “palm fronds, 

leafy branches and 

poplars,” using the 

latter to construct 

booths. 

Celebration of 

completing the 

harvest and 

remembrance that 

their ancestors 

lived in tents. 

At tabernacle, later at 

temple. 

All native-born 

Israelite men 

commanded to 

appear (Dt. 

16:16). But feast 

would also be 

attended by sons, 

daughters, 

menservants, 

maidservants, 

aliens, Levites 

and widows. 

Each man to give as prospered. On first day, burnt offering 

of 13 young bulls, 2 rams and 14 male lambs a year old, all 

unblemished; and one male goat as a sin offering. Grain 

offering with each bull; smaller grain offering with each 

lamb and ram; drink offering. Same offering each 

succeeding day through 7th day, except number of bulls 

reduced by one each day. On 8th day, one bull, one ram, 7 

lambs and one goat, plus grain offerings and drink 

offering. Total of 71 bulls, 15 rams, 105 lambs, and 7 

goats. 

Not prescribed. 

Since choice fruit 

was to be picked 

on the first day, 

apparently it was 

part of the feast, 

probably along 

with other products 

of the harvest. 

Live in booths 7 days. Be 

joyful. No regular work on 

first or last day; sacred 

assembly each of those 

days. Sound of trumpets, 

per Num. 10:10. 

Priests to read the Law to 

the assembly every 

seventh year. 

Sabbath 

Ex. 23:12; 31:12-17;  

35:1-3; Lev. 19:3, 

30; 23:3; 24:5-9; 

26:2; Num. 15:32-

36; 28:9-10; Dt. 

5:12-15 

Each 7th day of 

week (beginning at 

sundown on 6th 

day). 

 Celebration of 

covenant between 

God and Israelites. 

Offerings at 

tabernacle (later, 

temple); other 

regulations observed 

throughout Israel. 

All Israelites, 

their servants, 

and aliens in the 

land. 

Two male lambs one year old and two-tenths ephah of fine 

flour and oil, with its libation of strong drink. (This 

offering equal to and in addition to the regular daily 

offering.)  Twelve fresh cakes of showbread baked and 

substituted on the table for that of the previous week. 

Priests to eat 

showbread after 

replacing it with 

new supply. 

Holy convocation held. 

Day of rest, with no work 

permitted by people or 

animals, even during 

plowing and harvest 

seasons. Travel limited. 

Circumcisions permitted. 

No fire permitted in 

houses. Death prescribed 

for breaking Sabbath. 

New Moon 

Offerings 
Num. 28:11-15; 1 Chr. 

23:31; 2 Chr. 2:4; Is. 

1:13-14; Amos 8:5 

First day of every 

month. 
 Possibly to 

remember God’s 

providence in 

providing seasons. 

Offerings at 

tabernacle/temple; 

observed throughout 

Israel. 

Nation of Israel. Two bulls, one ram, 7 year-old male lambs; flour and oil 

for grain offering, wine for drink offering; one male goat 

for sin offering. (This offering in addition to daily 

sacrifices.) 

No feast specified 

in Pentateuch, but 

apparently New 

Moon was the 

occasion for state 

banquet, per 1 

Sam. 20:5-24. 

No regular work. 

Sounding of trumpets, per 

Num. 10:10. Holy 

convocation implied by Is. 

4:13; 66:23 and Ezek. 

46:3. 

Daily Offerings 
Ex. 28:38-43; Num. 
28:1-8 

Continuous.  An aroma pleasing 

to the Lord. 

At tabernacle, later at 

temple.. 

Nation of Israel. Two lambs a year old, with out defect, one in morning and 

one at twilight, together with grain offering of flour and 

olive oil and  hin of fermented drink with each lamb as a 

drink offering. 

Offering 

completely burned 

and never eaten. 

Offering to remain on altar 

hearth throughout night; 

fire to be kept going 

continuously day and 

night. 

Burnt Offerings 
Lev. 1:1-17; 17:8-9 

 

Determined by 

worshiper. 
 Atonement for 

worshiper’s sins. 

At tabernacle, later at 

temple. 

People of Israel. Worshiper to present offering at tabernacle and slaughter it 

(except offering of birds to be killed by priest). Bull, male 

sheep or goat, or dove or young pigeon. 

Offering 

completely burned 

and never eaten. 

Offerings to be kept 

burning on altar all night. 

Offerings to be kept 

burning on altar all night. 
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Cereal Offerings 

(also known as grain 

offerings) 
Lev. 2:1-16; 6:14-23; 

Num. 15:1-2 

 

Firstfruits 

 

 

 

 

 

By priests 

 

 

 

Other 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When first grain is 

harvested each year 

 

 

 

 

Twice daily. 

 

 

 

Determined by 

worshiper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apparently an 

expression of 

devotion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At tabernacle, later at 

temple. 

 

 

 

 

At tabernacle, later at 

temple. 

 

 

At tabernacle, later at 

temple. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Individual 

Israelite men. 

 

 

 

 

Priests. 

 

 

 

Individual 

Israelite men. 

Flour, oil and incense to accompany most animal 

sacrifices, as described for other offerings, or as separate 

offerings as described below. 

 

 

 

Required offering: A cake from the first ground meal of 

the harvest. 

Optional additional offering: Fresh ear of grain, roasted 

and crushed.. 

 

 

Flour and oil, well mixed and cooked on griddle, then 

broken in pieces, then offered on altar. 

 

 

Flour, oil and incense, uncooked or cooked (in an oven, on 

a griddle or in a pan), without yeast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Priest to burn a 

“memorial 

portion” on altar. 

Rest to be eaten by 

priests 

 

Burned 

completely, not 

eaten. 

 

Priest to burn 

“memorial 

portion” on alter. 

Rest to be eaten by 

priests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared half in the 

morning and half in the 

evening. 

Peace Offerings 

(also known as 

fellowship offerings) 
Lev. 3:1-17; 7:11-21, 
28-36; 17:1-7; 19:5-8 

As determined by 

worshiper. 
 Thanksgiving and 

praise, or as result 

of a vow, or as a 

“freewill 

offering.” 

At tabernacle, later at 

temple. 

Individual 

Israelite men 

Cattle, sheep or goats without defect, either male or 

female. If offered as expression of thankfulness, must be 

accompanied by a cake of unleavened bread, an 

unleavened wafer, and a cake of fine flour well kneaded 

and mixed with oil. Priest to wave the breast of animal 

offered over altar but not to burn it; it will be eaten. 

Priest to burn a 

portion of 

sacrifices on altar. 

Rest to be eaten by 

priest, or if 

offering is freewill 

or result of vow, 

by priest and 

worshiper. 

If offering is freewill or 

result of vow, any left 

over from first day can be 

eaten next day, but any 

meat left over must be 

burned on third day. 

Sin Offerings 
Lev. 4:1-35; 5:1-13; 

6:24-30; Num. 15:22-
31 

Following 

unintentional sins 
 Atonement for 

unintentional sins. 

At tabernacle, later at 

temple. 

Priests, leaders, 

congregation of 

Israel, or 

individual 

worshipers 

(Israelites or 

aliens). 

For a priest who sins, or when whole community has 

sinned: a young bull without defect. 

For a leader who sins: male goat without defect. 

For ordinary worshiper who sins: female goat or lamb 

without defect; or if he can’t afford that, 2 doves or young 

pigeons; or if he can’t afford birds, fine flour as a cereal 

offering. 

Certain offerings 

to be burned 

completely, others 

to be burned in 

part and eaten in 

part by priest, or in 

some cases shared 

with members of 

his family. 

Offering required of 

individual who: does not 

speak up to testify about 

something he knows about 

a public charge; touches 

anything ceremonially 

unclean; touches any 

human uncleanness; 

thoughtlessly takes an 

oath to do anything, 

whether good or evil. 
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Guilt Offerings 

(also known as 

trespass offerings) 
Lev. 5:14-19; 6:1-7; 

7:1-10, 37-38 

After the sin (and 

realization of the 

sin). 

 Atonement for sin 

or offense, 

including 

unintentional sins, 

or fraud or theft. 

Tabernacle, later at 

temple. 

Individual 

Israelites. 

A ram without defect, “of the proper value,” as a guilt 

offering, plus: 

For unintentional sins of omission in regard to the Lord’s 

holy things: The value of what the person failed to do, plus 

one-fifth. 

For fraud or theft: Restitution in full, plus one-fifth of the 

value, to the person harmed. 

 

 

After offering, ram 

to be eaten by any 

male in priest’s 

family, but only in 

a holy place. 

Sins include losing 

property left in one’s care, 

or failure to return lost 

property one finds. 

Offering for 

Unknown 

Murderer 
Dt. 21:19 

After murdered body 

is found. 

Elders and judges to 

measure distance from 

body to neighboring 

towns. 

Atonement for the 

bloodshed. 

In the area of the 

crime. 

Elders of nearest 

town. 

Elders of town nearest body to lead a heifer that has never 

been worked or worn a joke to an unplowed valley with a 

flowing stream, and break heifer’s neck Then the elders, 

with priests as witnesses, to wash their hands over heifer’s 

neck and ask Lord to accept this atonement and not hold 

the people guilty of murder. 

  

Purification After 

Childbirth 
Lev. 12:1-8 

40 days after birth of 

boy; 80 days after 

birth of girl. 

 To become 

ceremonially 

clean. 

At tabernacle, later at 

temple. 

The mother. To bring a year-old lamb for burnt offering and a young 

pigeon or dove for sin offering. If she cannot afford a 

lamb, then two doves or two young pigeons instead. Priest 

then to offer them before the Lord. 

  

Purification After 

Leprosy 
Lev. 14:1-32 

 

After afflicted person 

has been healed. 

Person to be brought to 

priest, who is then to go 

outside the camp to 

examine the person. 

To become 

ceremonially 

clean. 

At tabernacle, later at 

temple. 

Formerly leprous 

person. 

Priest to order 2 live, clean birds and some cedar wood, 

scarlet yarn and hyssop, then to order that one bird be 

killed over fresh water in a clay pot. Then priest to dip 

other bird and other items above in blood of slain bird, and 

sprinkle the blood on the healed person 7 times, pronounce 

him clean, and release live bird in open field. 

After shaving and bathing as described in last column, 

person to bring 2 male lambs and one ewe lamb a year old, 

along with flour and oil for grain offering. Priest to take 

one male lamb as a guilt offering, with the oil, and wave 

them as wave offering, then kill lamb and put some of its 

blood and some of the oil on person being cleansed, then 

sacrifice the other male lamb as a sin offering , then 

sacrifice the ewe lamb as a burnt offering. 

If person cannot afford 3 lambs, bring one lamb and 2 

doves or young pigeons instead. 

 Person to wash clothes, 

shave off all his hair, and 

bathe; then he may come 

into camp but must stay 

outside his tent 7 days, 

then shave his head, beard, 

eyebrows and body hair 

and bathe. On 8th day, to 

go to priest again, with 

offering described at left. 

Offerings for Bodily 

Discharges 
Lev. 15:13-15, 28-30 

8th day after 

discharge. 

7 days after discharge, 

man to wash his clothes 

and bathe. 

To become 

ceremonially 

clean. 

Tabernacle, later at 

temple. 

Man or woman 

who had bodily 

discharge (other 

than menstrual or 

semen). 

Man or woman to take 2 doves or 2 young pigeons to 

tabernacle, and pries to sacrifice birds -- one for a sin 

offering and one for a burnt offering. 

 Offering not required for 

cleansing from menstrual 

and semen discharges 

(Lev. 15:16-24). 

Ashes and Water 

for Impurity 
Num. 19:1-10 

First, in the 

wilderness; 

apparently to be 

repeated in later 

years as needed. 

 To obtain 

ingredients for 

water of 

purification for 

later use 

Outside the 

Israelites’ camp. 

Eleazer the priest, 

with the 

assistance of 

others. 

A red heifer without defect, that had never worn a yoke, 

brought to Eleazer and killed outside camp. He sprinkled 

some of its blood toward tabernacle 7 times. Then it was 

burned completely, as a priest threw cedar wood, hyssop 

and scarlet wool on the fire. A man then gathered up the 

ashes, which were kept to use in preparing water for 

purification of cases of uncleanness. 

 Use of water of 

purification to be a lasting 

ordinance, indicating that 

this process should be 

repeated when the original 

ashes had been used up. 
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Offering After 

Contact with Dead 

Body 
 Num. 9:10; 19:1-22 

8th day after 

touching a dead 

body, a human bone 

or a grave. 

 

 To become 

ceremonially 

clean. 

At tent if contact 

occurred there; 

otherwise, not 

specified. 

Person who 

touched the body, 

bone or grave. 

A person made unclean by contact to take some ashes of 

the burnt red heifer (see above) and add fresh water. On 

the 3rd and 7th days after the contact, a clean person to dip 

hyssop in the water and sprinkle it on the unclean persons. 

Thus the water of purification would be a sin offering. 

If the person being purified was observing a Nazarite vow, 

he would also take 2 doves or young pigeons to tabernacle 

the next day, and priest would offer one as a burnt offering 

and one as a sin offering. 

 Person to wash clothes 

and bathe self on 7th day, 

after being sprinkled with 

water of purification. 

If he was observing a 

Nazarite vow, he would 

also shave his head on the 

7th day. 

Vows of Dedication 
Lev. 27:1-33; Dt. 

23:21-23 

As determined by 

worshiper. 

If person dedicates self 

to Lord and is too poor 

to pay specified amount 

(per Lev. 27:3-7), priest 

to set value according 

to what person can 

afford. If he dedicates 

animal that is unclean 

or house or land, priest 

to judge quality and set 

value. 

To help supply the 

financial needs of 

the tabernacle (or 

temple). 

At tabernacle, later at 

temple. 

Person making 

dedication. 

Person making vow to give the value specified as a 

donation. (If he wishes to redeem house, land or unclean 

animal, he must add one-fifth to the value set by the 

priest.) 

 Various restrictions placed 

on what could be 

dedicated, in Lev. 27. 

Nazarite Vow 
Num. 6:1-21 

As determined by 

worshiper. 

Person vowing would 

set term of vow, in 

which he would abstain 

from any food or drink 

from a grapevine, must 

not shave or cut his hair 

and must have no 

contact with dead 

bodies. 

To express 

devotion to God. 

At tabernacle, later at 

temple 

Man wanting to 

serve in this way. 

Year-old male and female lambs and ram for burnt, sin and 

fellowship offerings, with their grain and drink offerings. 

At entrance to tabernacle, Nazarite to shave hair he has 

dedicated and put it in fire under fellowship offering. Priest 

places parts of sacrifice in Nazarite’s hand and waves it 

before Lord. 

After the offering, 

Nazarite may drink 

wine. Sacrificed 

meat not burnt 

belongs to priest, 

to be eaten. 

If someone dies in 

Nazarite’s presence during 

vow period, he must act as 

shown in a preceding 

item, shave head on 7th 

day, and start over with 

his vow. 

Required Tithing 
Lev. 27:30-33; Num. 
18:21-28; Dt. 12:15-

17; 14:22-29; 18:1-8; 2 

Ch. 31:5, 12, 19 

At harvest or end of 

year. 

 To support 

spiritual work and 

benevolence. 

In towns and at 

tabernacle, later at 

temple. 

All Israelites. One-tenth of crops, wool wine and oil, honey, etc. for 

Levites, who in turn would give one-tenth of what they 

received to the high priest. 

Also one-tenth (a second tithe) of produce for festive 

purposes. 

At end of every third year, one-tenth of produce kept at the 

town for eating by Levites, aliens, fatherless and widows. 

May have been a third tithe or a diversion of second annual 

tithe. 

Feast by man and 

his household, and 

Levites, at 

tabernacle or 

temple each year. 

Food collection for 

town at end of 

third year. 

If a man’s tithe too much 

to carry to city of temple 

or tabernacle, he would 

turn it into money and use 

the money in the city to 

buy food for the feast. 

Required 

Dedications 
Ex. 13:12-15; 22:29-

30; 23:19; 34:19-20; 
36:26; Lev. 27:6; Num. 

8:17; 18:15-18; Dt. 
15:19-23 

8th day after birth of 

firstborn son or 

firstborn male 

animals; after harvest 

of firstfruits of the 

soil. 

 Apparently to 

remind to place 

God first and be 

thankful to him.. 

At tabernacle, later at 

temple. 

Owner of animal, 

parents of child.. 

Firstborn male cattle, sheep and goats to be offered on their 

8th day, their blood sprinkled on altar and their fat burned 

as food offering. 

If owner of firstborn donkey redeems it with a lamb, the 

lamb to be offered on altar. 

Firstborn sons and unclean animals to be redeemed at one 

month old by bring specified value (5 shekels each) to 

tabernacle/temple. 

Unburned portion 

to belong to 

priests. 

If firstborn male donkey 

not redeemed with lamb, 

its neck must be broken 
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Cleansing of House 

Affected by Mildew 

or Mold 
Lev. 14:48-57 

After affected house 

has had mildew and 

has been plastered in 

effort to stop 

mildew. 

 To save house. At house. Owner of house. If priest’s inspection shows that mildew has not spread 

since plastering, priest to take two birds, kill one over fresh 

water in clay pot, then dip live bird with cedar wood, 

hyssop and scarlet yarn in the blood and water, and 

sprinkle house 7 times, then release the live bird, thus 

making atonement for the house. 

 If mildew has spread since 

plastering, house to be 

torn down and taken out 

of town to an unclean 

place. 

Test for Adultery 
Num. 9:11-31 

When husband 

suspects wife of 

adultery. 

 To determine the 

truth. 

At tabernacle, later at 

temple. 

Suspicious 

husband. 

Husband to take a tenth of an ephah of barley flour to 

priest as a grain offering for jealousy. Priest to place in her 

hands the offering, put her under oath and have her drink 

bitter water (“holy water” mixed with dust from floor), to 

reveal in time whether she told the truth or not. 

  

Offering for 

Adultery with 

Betrothed Slave 
Lev. 19:20-22 

When this sin has 

occurred. 
 To punish the 

man. 

At tabernacle, later at 

temple. 

Guilty man. To present a ram for a guilt offering.  If woman had already 

been ransomed by her 

fiancé, penalty would have 

been death instead, for 

both. 

Consecration of 

Priests 

Ex. 29:1-37; Lev. 

8:10-36 

 

Initially, when 

priesthood was 

established; later as 

new priests were 

ordained. 

 Priests represented 

the people before 

God. 

At tabernacle, later at 

temple. 

The people and 

the pries 

designees. 

People to bring a young bull and two rams to 

tabernacle/temple, plus basked of bread, cakes and wafers 

made from fine wheat flour and oil. New priests to offer 

parts of bull as sin offering and have the rest burned 

outside the area. First ram to be a burnt offering. Second 

ram called “the ram for the ordination”; parts of it, plus a 

loaf of the bread, a cake and a wafer used as a wave 

offering then burned on top of the burnt offering. A bull to 

be offered each of the 7 days of the consecration activities. 

Priests to eat the 

breast and thigh of 

the second ram, 

and the cereal 

items; any 

leftovers to be then 

burned. 

Elaborate and detailed 

garments for priests, and 

detailed rituals involved in 

the offerings and the 7 

days of ordination. 

 
NOTES 
Although the chart does not always so specify, all animals and birds sacrificed to the Lord had to be without blemish. (Blemished animals could be eaten by owners, however.) 

 

The Passover was first observed in homes in Egypt, then at the tabernacle/temple. Apparently at this central point there was a feast by each family, rather than a large combined feast. Later additions to the observance included at least four cups of wine and the singing of “Hallel,” which, 

according to The Encyclopedia of Judaism, 1989, consists of Psalms 113-118 and has long been sung by many Jews on the first two nights of Passover. The Encyclopedia says the Bible verse, “You shall have a song as on the night you celebrate a holy festival” (Isaiah 30:29, NIV), was 

applied to what the Encyclopedia calls, “Passover eve.” The same book also claims that ”Hallel” was sung at all festivals which required a pilgrimage to Jerusalem — including the Feast of Weeks and the Feast of Tabernacles. 

  

Salt is not mentioned in the chart, but Leviticus 2:13 provided that the priests would season all grain offerings with salt. Matthew Henry’s Commentary, 1706, on this passage states that a supply of salt was kept at the temple, in a “chamber of salt,” and appears to indicate that all offerings, 

including meat, to be eaten by priests were seasoned with salt. 
 

In connection with the New Moon observances, The New Smith’s Bible Dictionary, 1979, says that on the 30th day of the month watchmen were placed on the heights surrounding Jerusalem, to watch the sky. As soon as each of them detected the moon, he rushed to a house in the city, 

which was kept for that purpose, where he was questioned by the president of the Sanhedrin. When the president was satisfied with their evidence, he stood and formally announced, “It is consecrated.” The information was immediately sent throughout the land from the Mount of Olives 
by beacon fires. 

 

Regarding the ashes prepared for use in water of purification, Matthew Henry suggested that the ashes were kept at one central place during Israel’s travels through the wilderness, but probably were dispersed to every town after they reached Canaan. According to Henry, “the Jews say” 

that the ashes from this first animal served until the captivity, almost 1000 years, and that there was not another heifer burned for this purpose until Ezra’s time, after their return from captivity. 



Two feasts later observed by the Jews are not included in this compilation, since they were not instituted by the Law of Moses. The Feast of Purim was an annual observance begun by the exiled Jews when they were saved from annihilation through the intervention of Esther (Esther 9:26-

28). And the Feast of Dedication was instituted to commemorate the rededication of the temple during the period between the Old and New Testaments. According to John 10:22, Jesus was in Jerusalem at least once during that feast. According to Smith’s, cited above, the annual festival 

lasted eight days. Its institution is recorded in 1 Maccabees 4:52-49. 
 

This chart does not claim to be totally accurate, since there are many passages on the subjects covered, and some may be beyond the ability of the compiler to understand fully, particularly the logistics of the numerous annual trips to Jerusalem that apparently were required, and the 

organization and efficiency required to sacrifice large numbers of animals on special occasions (such as the dedication of the temple). But perhaps the compilation will help provide an overall picture of the major and enormously important part those feasts and offerings played in the lives 
of God’s people in Old Testament times. —Travis Allen, 9-21-04. 



 

 


