
 

 

STUDY: THE PREACHER & HIS WORK! 
TEXT: 2 Timothy 4:5, “But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the 
work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.” 
Intro: Paul’s final words to Timothy, just before his execution, focused on preaching. 
We must be faithful in preaching the Word, regardless of the opposition or hardship. 
1. “Be watchful” - be well-balanced and self-controlled so as to keep a cool, calm, 

and collected mind. Paul gives Timothy a present imperative command to be his 
stability so that he is continually on the alert, yet calm and careful regardless of 
the season. This attentiveness and calm assurance would protect him from being 
surprised and confused when those who professed Christ turned away from the 
Word of Christ and unto fables and myths. 

2. “Endure afflictions” - to suffer physical pain, hardship, troubles, problems, diffi-
culties, evils or distress. In secular Greek kakopatheo was frequently used to de-
scribe the hardships associated with military service. Timothy is certain to experi-
ence reproach and persecution (2 Tim. 3:12), but such experiences are not to 
confuse his sobriety and calm demeanor. There is no such thing as a faithful min-
istry that is not costly; a painless ministry is a shallow and fruitless ministry. 

3. “Do the work of an evangelist” - Do the work of a "gospelizer," literally of the 
"good message teller." Perform this task with urgency and resolve (aorist impera-
tive), obeying this sharp command given with military snap and curtness. This 
would certainly include—keeping the message clear, simple and to the point; as 
well as, not relying on manipulative techniques, but on the power of God as did 
Paul did (Rom. 1:16). 

4. “Fulfill your ministry” - here Timothy is commanded to accomplish his ministry 
fully and wholeheartedly. Timothy was to carry out his ministry to its end, com-
pleting all its demands and requirements. Paul gave a similar command to Ar-
chippus (Col. 4:17). We should strive with every fiber of our being, like Paul, to 
fight a good fight, finish our course and keep the faith (2 Tim. 4:7). 

Con: There will be times, as a preacher, when people will turn us off and not listen; 
the preacher must keep preaching the Word anyway. We must not concede the battle 
to the enemy; we must defend the truth when popular and even when not. 

SERMON: What Denominationalism Does to Christ! 

TEXT: 1 Cor. 14:33—God is not the author of confusion! 
1. Mocks His pray for unity (John 17:20-21). 
2. Makes Him a contradictory Lord (John 8:32). 

3. Makes Him a hypercritical Lord (2 John 9-11; John 12:48). 

4. Makes Him an incompetent Lord (Acts 8:30; Eph. 5:17). 
5. Makes Him a polygamous Lord (Eph. 1:20-23; 5:23; Col. 1:18). 

6. Makes Him a liar (Matt. 16:13-18). 
7. Makes Him a foundation of sand (1 Cor. 3:11; Matt. 7:24). 
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Christ Gave Himself for Me! (Galatians 2:20) 
 

   The ancient Persians invented Crucifixion c.300-400 B.C. It is probably 
the most painful death ever invented by humans. The English word 
“excruciating” is derived from crucifixion, acknowledging it as a form of 
slow, painful suffering. Paul spoke of crucifixion many times in the NT (1 
Cor. 1:18,21,23). The cross is the central event in the history of time! 
 

 Christ gave His BACK to be scourged for me (John 19:1). The brutal act of scourging 
had three purposes. First, it was used to beat the prisoner as a form of punishment. Sec-
ond, it was used to extract a confession from the prisoner. Finally, in cases of crucifixion it 
was used to weaken the victim so he would die more quickly on the cross. Historically, it 
was when a person was whipped as punishment. 

 Christ gave His HEAD to wear a crown of thorns for me (John 19:2). While a crown 
of thorns was exceedingly painful, it was more about mockery than it was about pain. The 
Roman soldiers used a symbol of royalty and turned it into something painful and degrad-
ing. The thorn plant that was used to make the “crown of thorns” which was placed upon 
the head of Jesus, is believed to be a plant called the “Euphorbia milii.” 

 Christ gave His FACE to be slapped for me (John 19:3). Isaiah foretold of Christ being 
slapped and the hairs of His beard being pulled out of His face (Isa. 50:6). Christ taught, 
“turn the other check,” and He practiced perfectly what He preached! Cf. John 18:19-34. 

 Christ gave His SHOULDERS to carry the cross for me (John 19:17). He carried the 
instrument of his own punishment. The cross, which weighed 300-400 pounds or more, 
would have been too heavy for anyone to carry or drag any distance. Even in His weak-
ened condition, Jesus carried it as far as He could. Each step He took, He took for us! 

 Christ gave His HANDS & FEET to be nailed for me (Psalm 22:16). In 1968, scientists 
for the first time discovered the remains of a man crucified in Jesus' era. The victim was 
nailed to the cross in a sitting position, both legs over sideways, with the nail penetrating 
the sides of both feet just below the heel. The arms were stretched out, each stabbed by 
a nail in the forearm. Jesus hung on the cross on Friday for six hours (9 AM—3 PM). 

 Christ gave His BODY to be crucified for me (1 Peter 2:24). As Jesus hung on the 
cross, the weight of His body pulled down on the diaphragm and the air moved into His 
lungs and remained there. He had to push up on His nailed feet (causing more pain) to 
exhale. In order to speak, air must pass over the vocal cords during exhalation. The Gos-
pels note that Jesus spoke seven times from the cross. It is amazing that despite His 
pain, He pushed up to say “Forgive them” (Luke 23:34). He loved until the end! 

 Christ gave His SIDE to be stabbed for me (John 19:34). A soldier pierced Jesus’ side 
to assure that He was dead—“blood and water came out” (John 19:34), referring to the 
watery fluid surrounding the heart & lungs. This was a cruel act by a cruel man. 

- Mark N. Posey 



 

 

SERMON: Be An Example! 

TEXT: 1 Timothy 4:12; 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 
 

Intro: As Christians, we have the responsibility to set an example, not only for 

those younger than us but also for every saint. Paul mentioned specifically that the 

Thessalonians were living for God so fervently that there were noticeable attributes 

about them. As Christians, do people see our conduct and notice something differ-

ent about us? Cf. 1 Peter 2:9. We should be the “peculiar people” that we have been 

called to be. We are a chosen generation; do people see that from our conduct? Are 

we being an example to those around us? Are you “shewing forth the praises of 

Him” who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light? Consider what 

Paul said about the Thessalonians: 

1. BE AN EXAMPLE through your “work of faith.”  

 We must be continually strengthen our faith through God’s Word 

(Romans 10:17). 

 Faith should be ever-present in our prayer life (Matthew 21:22). 

 Having a living faith means that I am constantly seeking after God 

(Hebrews 11:6). 

 We should let faith guide our steps (2 Corinthians 5:7). 

 Our faith should always be “steadfast, immovable, always abound-

ing” (1 Corinthians 15:58). 

 We should always “stand fast in the faith” (1 Corinthians 16:13). 

2. BE AN EXAMPLE through your “labor of love.” 

 We are reminded by Paul to let love be our motivation (1 Cor. 16:14). 

 We will be identified by our love (John 13:34-35). 

 As we labor in love, it will bind us together (Colossians 3:14). 

 Laboring in love means that we provide for one another (Luke 6:35). 

 Laboring in love means that we forgive one another (Ephesians 4:32)

and we help guide one another to the truth (Ephesians 4:11-16). 

3. BE AN EXAMPLE through your “patience of hope.”  

 We should rejoice in hope & be patient in tribulations (Rom. 12:12). 

 The God we serve is the God of hope (Romans 15:13). 

 Our hope is built on God (Psalm 39:7). 

 We demonstrate our hope by patiently waiting (Romans 8:25). 

 Hope is our anchor (Hebrews 6:19). 

 We have a living hope awaiting an eternal inheritance (1 Peter 1:3-5). 

Con: By developing these Christian Characteristics in our life, we can set an exam-

ple for those around us. Our ultimate goal is to get to heaven and show as many 

people the wonderful sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. Are you being an example to 

those around you? Are you showing them the one who called you out of darkness 

into his marvelous light?               -Joshua M. Posey, Pulpit Minister 

joshua.posey@faulkner.edu 
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SERMON: Why I love the Church of Christ! 
TEXT: Ephesians 5:22-27 
Introduction: The Church of Christ is the greatest institution in the world! It stands heads & 
shoulders above all earthly institutions. Why do I love the Church of Christ? 
1. Because of what Christ SAID about the Church (Matthew 16:18). 

 PERSONAL:  I will build My Church. Not John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah or a 

prophet. Not Billy Graham, John Wesley, Alexander Campbell or the Pope. 
Jesus built the Church! 

 PURPOSEFUL:  I will build My Church. According to 1 Cor. 3:11, Jesus is the 

foundation upon which the Church is built. 

 POSSESSIVE:  I will build My Church. Jesus’ statement was a clear declaration of 

ownership; the church belongs to Him. 
2. Because of what Christ DID for the Church (Ephesians 5:25). 

 RANSOMED THE CHURCH (Matt. 20:28). Cf. 1 Tim. 2:6. The Eerdmans Bible Dic-

tionary defines “ransom” as “a price paid to release a captive or seized proper-
ty, or the act of procuring release in this manner.” 

 RECONCILED THE CHURCH (2 Cor. 5:19). Cf. Rom. 5:1. Reconciliation involves 
change in the relationship between God & man (Rom. 6:18). 

 REDEEMED THE CHURCH (1 Pet. 1:19). Cf. Eph. 1:7. Everyone stands in need of 

redemption! Why? Because every person has sinned (Rom. 3:23). Thus, God 
gave us a Savior (Mt. 1:21; Jn. 1:29; 1 Tim. 1:15). 

3. Because of what Christ PROMISED to the Church (Matthew 16:18b). 

 John 14:2-3 – Jesus promised a dwelling place for the obedient. 

 1 Corinthians 15:24 – When the end of time comes, Jesus will present the king-

dom (i.e., Church) to God, thus, the church will be presented to God. 

 Ephesians 5:27 – The Church will be presented to Christ as glorious. 

 The Lord’s Promises are “exceeding, great and precious” (2 Pet. 1:4). 

Conclusion: The beauty and magnificence of the Church is due to what Christ has done! I 

love the Church because Christ loves the Church!    - Mark N. Posey 

SERMON: 5 Warning Passages in Hebrews! 

TEXT: Epistle to the Hebrews 

1. Take Heed - Hebrews 2:1-4. 

2. Do Not Miss His Rest - Hebrews 3:7-4:13. 
3. Beware of Dullness & Apostasy - Heb. 5:11-6:12. 

4. Beware of Willful Sinning—Hebrews 10:19-39. 
5. Beware of Refusing Christ- Hebrews 12:14-29. 
  

SERMON: You Better NOT! 

TEXT: Epistle to the Hebrews 
1. Don’t disregard His Word (Heb. 2:1-4). 

2. Don’t doubt His Word (Heb. 3:12, 13; 4:11). 
3. Don’t depart from His Word (Heb. 6:4-6). 

4. Don’t despise His Word (Heb. 10:26-29). 
5. Don’t disagree with His Word (Heb. 12:25). 

SERMON: Beware! 

TEXT: Epistles of Hebrews. *Beware of... 

1. Drifting from the Word (Heb. 2:1-4). 

2. Doubting the Word (Heb. 3:7-4:13). 
3. Dullness toward the Word (Heb. 5:11-6:20). 

4. Despising the Word (Heb. 10:26-39). 
5. Defying the Word (Heb. 12:14-29). 
 

SERMON: Die, Die, Die! TEXT: Col. 3:5; Rom. 6:5; 8:13. 

Intro: We must die to the following things: 

1. To "old man" – Rom. 6:6. 
2. To sin – Rom. 6:11. 

3. To Law – Rom. 7:4,6; Gal. 2:19. 
4. To world – Gal. 6:14. 

5. To "flesh" – Gal. 5:24; Col. 3:5; Rom. 8:13. 


